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~ “WHAT IS YOUR WHY?”

State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch
(651) 968-7360
statechaplain@mnknights.org
Assoc. State Chaplain Fr. Chuck Huck
(218) 329-6572
associatechaplain@mnknights.org
State Deputy Bou Gazley

(507) 259-7851
statedeputy@mnknights.org

IPSD David Whatmuff

(763) 772-2997
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org

State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
(218) 330-5648
statesecretary@mnknights.org

State Treasurer Joe George
(651)253-3112
statetreasurer@mnknights.org

State Advocate James Terwedo
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org

State Warden Michael Bass Smith
(952) 207-6120
statewarden@mnknights.org
District Master Don Trudeau
(612) 749-2982
master@mnknights.org

State Membership Director Bob Penas
(320) 761-0488
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com
State Ethnic Membership Director
Michael Bass Smith

(507) 201-5500
ethnicmembershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Program Director Stan Nordin
(763) 333-6442
programdirector@mnknights.org
Administrative Assistant

Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Editors Bob & Peni Penas
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Monthly Dedication

The month of April is dedicated to the Blessed Sacrament.

MONTHLY?EVOTION

Let us encounter our

awesome Lord and allow Him to embrace us in His real presence during this month
by participating at the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in our parishes, so that by
venerating the Holy mystery of the Body and Blood of our Lord, we always feel

within us the effects of His redemption.

Supreme FS Hotline

Member Management & Billing Questions

(203) 752-4210
ExpertFS@KofC.org

2026 Knights of Columbus
Minnesota State Convention
May 15-17, 2026

Brother Knights, Families, and Friends,

On behalf of the host councils and assemblies, we
warmly welcome you to Duluth, Minnesota, for our
2026 State Convention. Nestled on the shores of
Lake Superior, Duluth offers breathtaking views,
rich history, and a spirit of hospitality that perfectly
complements our fraternal gathering.

This weekend is not only a time for business and
planning, but also for fellowship, prayer, and cele-
bration of our shared mission as Knights of Colum-
bus.

Meals & Fellowship — We’ve prepared a variety
of meals to nourish both body and spirit throughout
the convention.

Ladies Event — We are blessed to welcome the
Handmaids of the Heart of Jesus, a Catholic com-
munity of women who live in imitation of Mary and
serve as spiritual mothers in diocesan life. Our talk
will be focused on the identities of women as
daughters, sisters, brides, and mothers and the
“Feminine Genius” from Pope Saint John Paul II’s
encyclical Mulieris Dignitatem (On the Dignity and
Vocation of Women) and his Letter to Women. We
will also explore ways in which those identities can
be wounded and discuss practical ways to invite the
Lord into those places in our hearts.

Reserve your hotel room before April 14™
https://stateconvention.mnknights.org/where-to-stay/

Register for the convention & meals before May 1*
https://stateconvention.mnknights.org/product/
convention-registration/

State Non-Competitive
Awards and Competitive
Awards Due April 1st

Membership
Measure

1,066 New
Members

Let’s Turn Up the
Heat on Membership
Recruitment and
Watch Our Level of
Service Rise Along
with the Level of
New Members
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Please pray for our
deceased Brother nghts
. and their families.
| Deceased Brother Knights |
I will be remembered at
| daily Mass at St. Mary’s :
i in New Haven, CT.

| Bemidji Council 1544
i James E. Gavin

| Cedar Council 9585
i Edward W. Nordstrom !

i Little Falls Council 1804
- Marc Erickson
Frank J. Fussy

i Silver Lake Council 1841
Anthony Victorian

b ]
! Report Deceased

I Brother Knights to

| Fraternalism Director
|
|

I .

. Memoriam
I

I

|
|
Mark Glatzel |
34 1st Ave NE i
St. Joseph MN 56374 |

: (320) 267-1485
| markglatzel64@gmail.com l
|

' Include the deceased:
| Brother Knight’s name, !
jdate of death, council!

‘number, town, next of kin, |
and if he was 4th Degree, |
'a former DD, a past State

| Officer, etc.

i
!The FS needs to inform:

| Supreme of each:
imember’s  death  by!
jupdating the member's|
: Personal Information |
:screen in Member |

| Management; then there is:
ino need to submit a Form!
1100. This is also how he!
'is  removed from thej
: mailing lists for |
newsletters. 5

Parish Priest: Father Michael McGivney

and American Catholicism
State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch
statechaplain@mnknights.(651) 968-7360

Vivat Jesus!

In the context our Spring State Officers' Meeting, [ led Loretta Gazley and g
wives of our state officers in a day of reflection. I entitled it "Three Notable |
Women in the Life of Father Michael McGivney." The three women consid- |
ered were Mary McGivney, our founder's mother, Catherine Downes, the widow whose circum-
stances and difficulties helped to prove the need for the Knights of Columbus, and Alida Har-
wood, a young woman who became Catholic under the guidance of Father McGivney. Most of
the content was taken from the biography of Father McGivney, Parish Priest: Father Michael
McGivney and American Catholicism. 1 paired this information with relevant readings from the
Gospels according to Saint Luke and Saint John, and there was time for reflection and discussion.

The exercise reminded me of some of the remarkable details of our founder's life. I also recog-
nized that although I have read and studied the book, I had forgotten quite a bit! Please consider
revisiting this biography. It should serve each of us as a source of inspiration to remind us of our
HWhy?H

May the grace of our LORD Jesus Christ be with you.

St. Michael Medals

Have a St. Michael Medal to be sent to your
friend or family member serving in the military.

Pregnancy Resource Center
Support and Aid and

Support After Pregnancy
ASAP Chairman Paul Aeschliman
(612) 636-3152

Pregnancy resource centers remain on the

There is no cost to you or the military service
person. The military person does not need to be
a man, a Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.

front lines of serving our country’s most vul-
nerable populations, and Knights of Colum-
bus councils and assemblies have always
been a critical support for them. This contin-
ues under our Faith in Action programs.

Send the name of the person in the military,
their rank, branch of service, and address to
State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch. He will send
the medal and a prayer card directly to the ser-
viceman/woman.

Contact me for more details or check out the
articles in our past newsletters.

Please email your requests to:
statechaplain@mnknights.org

Prayers from Minnesota Knights’ families are
very important to our military men and women.
Continue to pray for them and their safety.

Free Our Sons: Fathers Leading
Their Sons to Live Porn Free

The Free Our Sons course and workshop can

help you be that person for your son. Free-
dom to Love is offering an online course that
will help you guide your sons to live a life
free of pornography and the sexual sin that
comes with it. Fathers will learn practical
strategies and methods to help their sons.
Your council can also host an in-person
workshop at your parish. Learn more at
www.freedomtolove.org

Roundtables

A roundtable exists to support the needs and
interests of the local parish and priest.

For more information or assistance with
roundtables, contact Chairman Joe George
joe.george.9905@gmail.com
(651) 253-3112

MISSION:

Together We’re
Empowering
Catholic Men to Live
Their Faith at Home,
in Their Parish, and
in Their Community

Support Seminarians and Religious
State Pennies and Scholarship Chairmen Al Kempf and Mark Glatzel

If all councils would contribute at least a small amount, we could contribute an increased amount
to seminarians and religious for their continuing education. Every seminarian in the state re-
ceives something from the Pennies Fund. The Scholarship Fund for religious is determined by
requests from the bishops. We can make a difference. If all councils would help, it would make
a big difference. Thanks to all the councils that contribute regularly. DDs, please encourage
your councils to watch for the envelope and contribute to these funds!! More info is also availa-
ble on the state website: under Programs, click on all programs, then type in Pennies. Or contact
Co-chair Mark Glatzel 320-267-1485 markglatzel64@gmail.com
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* @ Family of

(@’?a the
& 0&" Month
' Con gratula-
&Y tions to all
"))“’) Family of the
Month Winners!

Choose a Family of the
Month every month. Hon-
or your council’s families
and show them their dedi-
cation and the example
they set is greatly appreci-
ated. Present them with a
Family of the Month cer-
tificate!  Enter them in
Supreme’s contest! One
MN family is selected
each month.

Submissions must be com-
pleted online using Frater-
nal Programs Report
Form #10784. 1t is found
by going onto kofc.org
and search for “Family of
the Month.”  Click on
“Family of the Month/
Year” and then on the next

Live Your Faith Boldly ~ Faith in Action

State Deputy Bou Gazley
statedeputy@mnknights.org  (507) 259-7851

As we journey through the Easter season, we are reminded of the incredible
hope and joy that come from the Resurrection of our Lord. After the prayer,
sacrifice, and reflection of Lent, Easter stands as the ultimate reminder that
Christ has conquered sin and death. It is a time for renewal — not only in our
personal faith lives, but also in our mission as Knights of Columbus.

The Resurrection calls each of us to live our faith boldly. As Knights, we are called to be visi-
ble witnesses of Christ’s love through our service to our parishes, our families, and our commu-
nities. The principles of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity that define our Order take on even great-
er meaning during the Easter season. Just as the apostles were sent forth after the Resurrection
to share the Good News, we too are sent forth to serve and lead with faith in action.

Across Minnesota, our councils continue to make a tremendous difference through their dedica-
tion and service. Whether it is supporting parish life, helping those in need, promoting the dig-
nity of life, or strengthening families, the work of the Knights continues to reflect the living
spirit of Easter. Thank you for the many ways you give of your time and talent to serve Christ
and His Church.

As we look ahead, one of the most important gatherings of the year for Minnesota Knights is
quickly approaching. Our 2026 State Convention will take place this May in Duluth, and I en-
courage every council to make plans to attend. The convention is more than just meetings and
reports — it is an opportunity for Brother Knights from across the state to come together in faith
and fraternity, celebrate the work we have accomplished, and plan for the future of the Order in
Minnesota.

If you have not yet done so, please be sure to complete your registration and make plans to at-
tend. Your presence helps strengthen the voice of your council and contributes to the con-
tinued growth and vitality of the Knights of Columbus in our state. Duluth will be a wonderful
setting for us to gather, reflect on our mission, and renew our commitment to serving the
Church.

As we celebrate the joy of Easter, may the risen Christ continue to guide and strengthen each of
you in your work as a Knight. I look forward to seeing many of you in Duluth this May as we
continue building a strong future for the Knights of Columbus in Minnesota.

webpage, click on Re- ]

sources. Click on the blue | VivatJesus!
words  “Fraternal _ Pro-

grams Report Form

(#10784)” and it will take
you to the form where you
enter your member num-
ber and last name. Su-
preme will email you a
link (at the email you have
on file with Supreme).

Questions?

Contact Chairman
Terry Meyer

terryandjan64
@gmail.com

(763) 786-7982

Choose a Family of the
Year from your Families
of the Month and use this

program on Form SP-7.

Input Needed

SD Bou Gazley
Statedeputy@mnknights.org
(507) 259-7851

Please email me your thoughts on the following questions to help us grow in
Charity, Unity, Faith, and Fraternity.

What, as a State, can we do to improve the Knights in Minnesota?

What types of incentives do you feel will help us achieve our goals at the:
Council Level? District Level? State Level?

What programs ideas can improve our State and get our councils more active?

Council 4481 Community Assistance Project

Several members of Council 4481 of Cannon Falls helped Mary, a lady in the community who
was at the end of her rope and reached out for assistance. Her rural yard had succumbed to
weeds, dead trees, and some years of collected debris, so she reached out to our council for help.
Her yard now looks quite wonderful after filling a dumpster, removing trees and weeds, laying
down mulch, building a deck, and cutting grass. The entire project involved about 100 man-
hours by our council. Mary was extremely pleased and is now energized to tend a flower bed
herself, among other things.

Submitted by GK Ken Burns - Council 4481
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Fr. Michael
McGivney Guild

Chairman Phil Harter
pcharter@comcast.net

Please join the
Fr. McGivney Guild, and
support his cause for
canonization.

To sign up, please visit
www.fathermcgivney.org/

Help us to Pray,
Grow, and Love
Together as we
Serve Together
Doing God Works!

Share Your
Council
Activities!!!

Send Photos and Articles
to bobpenas
@broadband-mn.com

Enjoy the Triduum
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Chuck Huck  associatechaplain@mnkights.org

Enjoy the Triduum.
Enjoy the grace, power, and majesty of all three days’ liturgies.

Holy Thursday - Yes! We celebrate not only the institution of the Eucharist
but also the great symbol of the meaning of the Eucharist in an unforgettable
way. Jesus performed the lowest task of the lowliest servant by kneeling to
wash their feet. It was his final parable. He came to serve not be served, to
give his life as a humble servant. Take a moment to imagine you are preparing to take towel,
bowl, and pitcher to wash the feet of a stranger or someone you know. Whose feet will you
wash? Would you let someone wash your feet?

Good Friday - Yes! We celebrate the sign and power of the cross. Today is “GOOD” and we
are a blessed people because we have been saved - redeemed from sin and our failures no mat-
ter how big or small. Today is “GOOD” because we are taking the time to pray, reflect, and
commemorate the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Today we are invited to kiss
that cross, touch that cross, genuflect in front of it, bow down, and bend over to touch it. Itis a
suitable time to let guilt and shame come out of us to be healed by the one who was crucified.
Hard hearts can be opened in love - the love that flowed from this cross. The wood of the cross
is full of Grace.

Holy Saturday - Yes! Can we say Alleluia enough? We celebrate the resurrection. Alleluia!
The resurrection of Jesus Christ changes everything. In dark moments, in troubled moments,
we look for meaning; we desire hope and promise. We look for an Easter moment, and Jesus is
saying, “I am here, [ am life, the newness of life.” Easter means that by the power of Christ,
even our small, imperfect lives will share in the glory of God’s redemptive work in histo-
ry. How will the world know we are Easter People? Who should we share it with? We should
share it with people who made mistakes, who denied Jesus, who did not watch the crucifixion,
the lowly, the weak, the broken, and the hard to love. Alleluia! We gather to bear witness to
the miraculous love of Jesus. We are invited to participate. Our invitation for the next 50 days
of Easter is to spread the joy of Jesus to all we meet ... Alleluia!

Please be available to Enjoy the Triduum.
Enjoy the grace, power, and majesty of all three days’ liturgies.
After Easter, tell everyone you know (even more than once) ... Alleluia!

Alleluia! Vivat Jesus! Alleluia!

Prayer
Formation
Fraternity

Men Need Cor

For more information or
to schedule a
presentation about Cor,
contact Director of
Evangelization and
Faith Formation IPSD
David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997
cor@mnknights.org

Support Our Seminarians RSVP
RSVP Chairman Dave DuPaul
wbd846(@webtv.net
(612) 760-0680

Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with our priests and religious. Through RSVP, we
have the opportunity to spiritually and financially support our seminarians and postulants who
are preparing for a life serving the Church and the people.

If you would like to reach out to a seminarian or other religious to offer support, I can offer you
a starting point. Contact me and I can supply you with a list of all seminarians currently en-
rolled for all of the Minnesota dioceses as well as the vocation director in each diocese.

RSVP PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with our priests and religious. Through this
program, council and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians and men
and women religious postulants and novices in their area. For every $500 given to an
individual, the Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly $100. The maxi-
mum refund a council or assembly can receive is $400 per individual supported.

Though financial support is vitally important, it is not the only aspect of the RSVP.
Councils are also called to provide their “adopted” seminarian, postulant or novice
with moral support and prayers for their success.

www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/rsvp.html#/
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M. Knights of

Akl Columbus
}/Minnesam
" Btate Council
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State Level Competition =

Saturday April 18, 2026
@5t Joe's in Lino Lakes
|71 Elm St., Lino Lakes MN 35014

Schedule:

. Bam-Sam—Registration )

. fum—Welcome, prayer, instructions
. 91 5am—Competition starts

. ld5am—Awards preseniations

- 1lam—Lunch

Frow wil offacdny calached for fupch

REVP your attendance by
g-mail to Jeramy at

jhbargains8dd@gmail.com

What is Your

Council Doing?
State PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash
jhbargains80@gmail.com

What programs has your
council done recently?
How successful were they?
As we look into the future,
what programs do you have
coming up?

Please send me the answers
to these questions,
your information,
and any event pictures
you may have.

NOTE: I plan and schedule
postings a week out at a time.
Please keep this in mind when

sending me items to post on

the State social media.

Happy Easter!
He is Risen! He is Indeed Risen!!!

Regional Growth Director Great Plains Territory Tom Kato
thomas.kato@kofc.org  (475) 227-7699

There is one more quarter left for the fraternal year!
It's gone by so fast!

Does Star Council matter? YES!

It matters to your council members who put in all the work throughout the year to
make your programs successful!

It matters to your parish as they have benefitted from all the Knights have done!

It matters to your community: pregnancy centers, food banks, homeless shelters!

It matters to your pastor who was gracious enough to permit your council to do all that
you do!

Let's take stock and see where your councils are at in order to achieve Star Council!
Work with your district deputies to help you reach the coveted award!

e FBE — Have you contacted your agent to host an event? You are required to have 2
events a year with 10 people attending for councils under 100 and 14 for councils
over 100. Do this early this month!

e Safe Environment — By now, your council positions should have completed the
training for Safe Environment. If they have not, it may be time to find someone else
who can complete the training. It is about an hour long. If the men assigned have
not received the email to complete it, contact oyp@kofc.org to assist.

e New members — Has your council asked a man to join? Have you held a CUF de-
gree to get that man into your council? A council not growing is a council that will
not survive. Let’s protect Blessed Michael McGivney’s vision for the Order and
keep it alive by holding a Church Drive and a CUF within a week after the drive!

e Programs — As we get towards the last quarter, have you completed all your pro-
gram areas? Do you have all the required programs under Faith, Family, Communi-
ty, and Life completed? If so, file the SP-7 today!

e 1728 — If you have not filed the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity yet, please
complete as soon as possible! The numbers from here go into the Supreme Knight’s
report at the Supreme Convention!

Vivat Jesus!

In the Gospel of Mark, “immediately” is mentioned 41 times.
Be intentional with a sense of purpose.

Effectively Promote

Your Council

State PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash
jhbargains80@gmail.com

Effectively promoting your council
can be the key to being successful in
all areas. Recruiting, programs, and
fraternal benefits all make your coun-
cil function, but how you advertise
them keeps it thriving.

Use Proper Connect with the 0 ﬁr_"}

K of C Minnesota e
Branding Knighis of Columbus Mm:ﬁ:iﬂ
ey o, o)
jhbargains80@gmail.com fnstagpam
Use the emblem @mnknights
of the Order
correctly, and use the O et |

correct emblem.

Tips can be found on
kofc.org/en/
brand-assets

and 1in the latest
edition of the

Publicity and Public

Relations Guide.

Minnesota K of C
Student Loan Fund

Contact Brother Knight
Mike Daly (952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net




MN Knightly News
April 2026

page 6

File your Council
990-N e-Postcard to
Maintain your
Council’s Tax-exempt
Status

Pray, Love, Grow
Share the Joys
and Benefits
of our Brotherhood
and
Ask Someone to
Join us Today in
Service to All

Choose a Knight of
the Month Each &
Every Month!

Select a Knight to honor each
month.  Publish it in your
council newsletter and present
him with a Knight of
the Month certificate.

Choose a Knight of §
the Year from these
gentlemen, and use
this  program on 4

Form SP-7. S

2026 State Convention

State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
jesse.kosloski@gmail.com

statesecretary@mnknights.org
(218) 330-5648
Brother Knights,

We are down to just a month and half until our 2026 State Convention. It
is a great time to build fraternity and look back at all the accomplish-

2

A

ments from the last year. The convention is always a great time.

If your council or district is interested in hosting a future convention, reach out to State Ad-
ministrative Assistant Greg van der Hagen for requirements. We are currently looking for

2029 hosts and beyond.

This year the convention is in Duluth at the Holiday Inn and the DECC from May 15"-17".

As a reminder:

Every council is encouraged to send 2 delegates.

You can find all the information at https://stateconvention.mnknights.org/

Each GK or FS must register their delegates at

https://stateconvention.mnknights.org/register-your-delegates/

Attendees make certain you:
- Reserve your hotel room before April 14™ at

https://stateconvention.mnknights.org/where-to-stay/

- Register for the convention and meals before May 1* at
https://stateconvention.mnknights.org/product/convention-registration/

After May 1st, the registration cost goes up to $50 and meals might not be available.

We will be collecting Pennies for Seminarians, Jim Campbell Fund, Wheelchair Mission,
and any other donations your councils may wish to give.

BIG REMINDER: Make checks out to "MN Knights of Columbus" and put what the
check is for on the memo line. Write separate checks for each donation (they are deposited

into different accounts).

Don't delay! Register and we will see you there!!

DISASTER RELIEF

Natural disasters can happen
any time and any where. In
these moments of darkness and
trial, the K of C has always
been there bringing immediate
aid and comfort to those affect-
ed. Your gift ensures these
Knights have the resources nec-
essary to serve their communi-
ties in their time of need.

Make a donation to the K
of C Disaster Relief Fund.

Visit: www.kofc.org/
secure/en/donate/disaster
-relief. html

MN Knights Foundation
2025-26 State Raffle

MN KofC Foundation Treasurer Rick Morgan
rickmorgan53@gmail.com

We must have the tickets and money in our
office by May 1, 2026 so that all tickets and
money can be “processed” before the big draw-
ing at our 2026 State Convention.

We send out the councils’ and assemblies’
50% checks at the end of each month,
so the earlier the tickets get here the faster the
refund. Remember to apply for our
“Matching Grant Funds” found in our Founda-
tion section of the State K of C website.

Your MN K of C Foundation is an excellent
example for all three of these principles:
CHARITY when we help fund your council’s
projects with our matching grants, UNITY
when we work as a large group throughout the
state to pool our funds, and finally, FRATER-
NITY when we can help each other.

Good luck with this year’s Raffle.
Let us know if you need more tickets.

New Council Development
Chairman GA Lloyd Cybart
(952) 686-7720
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org

Have an idea on where a council is
needed? Give me a call.
We’ll work on starting one up!
Are you serving multiple parishes
with more than 200 families? Let’s
talk. Blessed McGivney's plan was
to have a council in every parish.
Let’s make that happen!

Ultrasound Initiative

Contact your local pregnancy
center to ask if it needs a new
ultrasound machine.

Visit
kofc.org/ultrasound

to learn more about the
program and access resources.
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On Par for Star

Need help with recruitment?
Contact your DD, your field
agent, State Membership
Director Bob Penas, or State
Ethnic Membership Director
Michael Bass Smith.
They will be glad to assist
you. Your success is their
first priority.

Do you have enough

programs? Need new ideas?
Contact your DD, one of our
program chairmen, or
State Program Director
Stan Nordin.

Don’t be afraid to reach
for the stars! Be amazed by
what you and your council
can accomplish as you open
the doors to Christ!
Vivat Jesus!

Check out Webinars and
Fraternal Training on
Supreme’s website.
Many videos are
only 5-10 minutes long.

Brotherhood

State Treasurer Joe George

statetreasurer@mnknights.org  joe.george.9905@gmail.com  (651)253-3112

The Knights of Columbus is such a great place to experience brotherhood. 1
have only one sister, so growing up, I did not have brothers to do things
with or get in trouble with. Later in life when I met my wife, I started get-
ting brothers-in-law (my wife is one of four girls in her family). When I
joined the Knights, I instantly got millions of new Brothers. Now, I know
many of you would say, “There is no way you can know every member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus.” I agree with you. I know several hundred around the state and a few dozen from
other states. But consider this:

I’m traveling with my family, thousands of miles from home, and I get into a car acci-
dent. Several members of my family are hurt and need medical attention. My car is
totaled. I have no idea how I’m going to get through any of this without help. All I need
to do is Google Knights of Columbus Council near me, and I will find hundreds of
Brothers who would be there to help with transportation, food, possibly lodging, and
certainly prayers to get through the situation, get everyone the help they need, and get
everyone home. What a great Brotherhood we have in the Knights. This exemplifies
our three core principles: Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. What a blessing.

This leads me to the point of my article this month. Coming up in May is our 2026 State
Convention. This is the biggest event our State has to bring many Brothers together. If you
haven’t registered yet or have never come to a convention, please consider it. You will have
the opportunity to meet Brothers from across the State and even one from Supreme. We al-
ways have a Supreme guest join us for our convention.

Go to our State Website (mnknights.org) and click on State Convention 2026 for all the de-
tails and to register. The block of rooms goes away on April 14™ and registration goes from
$30 to $50 on May 1%, so you need to register right away.

I really hope you will join us. If you come this year and don’t know me, come find me at the
convention, introduce yourself, and say hi. I would love to meet some new Brothers in the
State.

File Your
Council
Paperwork!

This helps the State Council
and Supreme Council send
information to council leader-
ship and monitor the health of
your council. We are here to
help your council succeed and
continue to grow and improve.

Please use current forms and
reports, and send payments and
reports to the correct person
who is listed on the form,
report, or invoice.

All checks coming to the State
need to be made out to MN
Knights of Columbus. Please
put on the memo line what the
check is for. Please do not
combine payments for different
accounts into the same check.

Sacred Heart Pilgrim Icon Program
Chairman Daniel Sawyer dsawyer70@gmail.com (612) 840-6608

This link provides a great overview: Pilgrim Icon Program - Faith Pro-
grams | Knights of Columbus

This link shows the icons beginning their journeys: Sacred Heart of Jesus
Pilgrim Icon Embarks on Global Journey

Please coordinate with the next district to hand off your regional icon as
close as practical to the end/beginning of the month it transitions S-S SEEEEEEaas
(No DD in the next district — diocesan coordinator will locate a GK).

We are tracking the icons, so leave the tile tags on the backs, and let me know if you need help
locating an icon.

' , W&N[s & E
Log all events in the logbook with the Date NE| nw | SE [sw/| Metro [Metro| W

icon. There are booklets and cards in both Eng-

lish and Spanish. Keep booklets with the kits, Apr. 2026 11129122] 53 | 55 |39

but give away the prayer cards. Let me know [May 2026 8 [30]21] 53 | 50 |39

when refills are needed. June 2026 9 (30|20l 47 | 63 |16
9 |31|18| 46 | 62 |60

Prayer Hour Programs with the Sacred Heart July 2026

Icon are a great way to bring Christ’s Love for- Aug. 2026 101311181 46 | 56 |44
ward in our communities and parishes, keeping
with SD Bou’s theme of Pray, Love, Grow, and |Sep. 2026
ensuring we, as MN Knights, are First In Faith!

102617 59 | 57 |44
13 ]124)17] 52 | 49 |41

N N IN|Jo|jloojun |~

Oct. 2026

Please get in touch with any questions, help
make the most of this icon program,

. . 202 211512 1
and be sure to share pictures! Nov. 2026 > {24381 > 35 143

Vivat Jesus! Dec. 2026 |40]| 15|33|37| 58 | 35 |45
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Into the Breach
Faith Director
Orville Fillbrandt
(612)751-2943
Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Into the Breach is 12 mini-
seminars (more details on
page 13 in the January
Knightly News). Councils
will prayerfully examine the
crisis of religious faith in
our world. By discussing
the lessons and calls to ac-
tion found throughout Into
the Breach, men will begin
to devise a personal plan of
spiritual battle to strengthen
their lives, their families,
and their communities. To
obtain Into the Breach pro-
gram  resources, visit
www.kofc.org/breach.

Into the Breach: The Mis-
sion of the Family video
series (5 videos) presents
parents with the Catholic
vision of family life and
inspires them to incorporate
it into daily life. By view-
ing and discussing this in-
spirational series, and using
their accompanying study
guide, men (as well as cou-
ples) will be equipped with
the wisdom and practical
tools they need to better
lead their families in living
out the Faith.

Resources at
kofc.org/intothebreach

Iron Sharpens Iron
Men Need Men
Pray Together

Show Your Love
Through Service

Grow in Your Faith
and Grow
the Order

How to Solve Conflict Like St. Ignatious
State Warden Michael Bass Smith
statewarden@mnknights.org
(952) 207-6120

When we encounter issues within our councils, our districts, or the state, are
we attempting to resolve the conflict in ways that we believe are right and just
or do we look at it from a perspective of complete authority? Perhaps we
jump to a conclusion as to the validity of those we are taking issue with.

As a former Military Police Officer, I would receive calls to respond to neighborhood disputes.
As the Sergeant in charge of Community Policing, I had to find ways to navigate the issues
without pitting one side against the other and to find ways of alleviating the issue without a
blotter entry (police reporting record for command). [ was able to form what we coined as a
neighborhood dispute resolution team. It would involve the neighborhood coordinator as an
intermediary, and we as the community police element would give directives for the two par-
ties involved. The end result was that we would meet with each party individually with the
neighborhood coordinator; then we would bring everyone together and discuss the issues after
having laid the ground rules and what words or accusatory remarks would not be permitted.
We would create an agreement and then hope that it stuck as we did not want to return and
arrest anyone.

At the time, I did not have as much knowledge of many of our saints nor of the strength of our
ability to use proven tactics to aid us in dealing with conflict. Saint Ignatius demonstrates to
us two specific practices: Presupposition and Examen.

The first, Presupposition, asks us to assume that the person (or council) we disagree with is
acting in good faith and that they believe what they want to do or are doing is good for the Or-
der. Similar to that of the scientific method: we analyze what is happening, listen to the indi-
vidual or group, gather facts, and remove our own prejudice and preconceived notions of what
is right. This will allow us to look at things from the perspective of the one (or those) we have
issues with (or in the event that we are the impartial third party).

Examen is a chance for us to work on reflection and technically reliving our day and its events.
We look at what we witnessed, what we tried to do or get done, and what we are being asked
to do — basically, the good, the bad, and the ugly. This time is also a great time to pray and
ask God for His guidance and grace to assist where we can communicate, repair, and (most of
all) be at peace. We ask for His grace in all situations. (Key Scripture) Y ou must understand
this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger (James 1:19).

St. Ignatius instructs us to look for God in all things and in all events. Think about St. Ignatius
and Presupposition and Examen the next time you run into a conflict. This just might be the
moment where you can make a sound difference in the lives of your brothers.

K of C Safe Environment Program (203) 752-4558

oyp@kofc.org

St. Michael the Archangel,
Defend us in Battle . . .

|

District Master Don Trudeau h

master@mnknights.org i

truknightsfs@comcast.net
(612) 749-2982

Most, if not all of us, know this prayer. In this time of turmoil in our world,
it’s nice to know that St. Michael can be with us through whatever battles we
have. We may be battling anger, addiction, self doubt, and a number of social and spiritual
issues. Then there is the actual physical danger that our soldiers face when they are deployed
into battle. They, more than anything, need the comfort in knowing that St. Michael is there to
help protect them from any harm.

The Minnesota State Council of the Knights of Columbus developed a program a number of
years ago where a Knight can request a St. Michael medal from the State Chaplain for their
son or daughter serving in any branch of the military. To request a medal, please email the
State Chaplain at statechaplain@mnknights.org. Let him know your son’s or daughter’s name
and where the medal can be sent. (If he/she is in transit, use your address and you can send it
when they are settled into their station. Our service personnel need all the protection they can
get!!!
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For Info About Using
Online Membership or
Transferring Online Mem-
bers Into Your Council,
Contact IPSD David
Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997
dwhatmuff@gmail.com

Sample Recruitment
Parish Bulletin Blurb

Lead With Faith

Serve Others
Defend Your Values
Become a Knight
Join Us Today
KofC.org/Join

They Don’t Have Time to Join?
Try Telling Them This . . .

Membership Director Bob Penas
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com (320) 761-0488

You don’t need a lot of time to make a big difference — to transform your
life. Even if you can only spend a few hours doing community service or
an evening here or there to attend Cor or a couples’ faith formation study
group, we believe this time you spend with the Knights will be time being
formed into a better man, husband, and father — a better Catholic. It’s time developing as a
leader and positively impacting your community. We offer brotherhood, meaning, and mis-
sion. It’s living an intentional life of faith in action and integrity in line with our principles.
It’s time helping those in need, serving your parish and community, growing in your faith,
and the opportunity to protect your family with top-rated insurance.

Put on the Armor of Christ

Stand Firm in the Faith in Solidarity with our Priests
whose Ministry makes Christ Present to us in the Eucharist

Live a Life of Heroic Virtue through the Grace of the Holy Spirit

Remember to extend an invitation to join us to the gentlemen in OCIA
who are becoming members of your parish this Easter.

Remember to use FREE Online Membership at
KofC.org/Join

It’s easy, convenient, helps reduce the state membership quota, and counts as a
new member when you transfer him from online membership to your council.

Sample Recruitment
Parish Bulletin Blurb

The Knights of Columbus is
a trusted name, tried by
time, present where men

are, providing inspiring
resources and support for
strengthening your faith and
living a life of virtue.

Knights lead with faith.

Knights protect our
families.

Knights serve those in need.

When the world says men
should step aside, Knights of
Columbus step up.

We are Catholic men.
We live by principles
informed by faith.

We are sons, fathers, hus-
bands, and grandfathers.

Join us on life’s greatest ad-
venture to discover the man
God calls you to be.

Become a Knight

KofC.org/Join

Share the joys and benefits of our Brotherhood with other Catholic gentlemen!
Share your story! Share your WHY'!
Ask a friend, family member, coworker, or acquaintance to join the Order today!
Help us to Pray, Grow, and Love Together as we Serve Together Doing God Works!

Sample Recruitment Parish
Bulletin Announcement

Sample Recruitment Parish Bulletin
Announcement

Deep within the heart of every man is a
call to live with purpose and meaning;
a call to lead, to protect, to serve,
and to defend.

Men today need a band of brothers —
other Catholic men to share in that call,
who walk together on the journey
towards something better.

Knights lead with faith.
Knights protect our families.
Knights serve those in need.

Join us on life’s greatest
adventure to discover
the man God calls you to be.

You are invited to put your faith in action

KofC.org/JoinUs

Become a Knight
KofC.org/JoinUs

The Affiliate Membership Program
MN Affiliate Membership Coordinator
Lonnie Spaeth
Ispaeth@newulmtel.net
(507) 276-2851

Contact Lonnie with your questions
or for more information

What is
Your Why?

Share it
With Others!




MN Knightly News
April 2026
page 10

REMEMBER:
Every council
activity is an
opportunity to
evangelize and
invite other men
to join us in doing
God’s work
here on earth!

Continue to Grow
the Order, and
increase our
capacity to do
God work!

Use Online
Membership!

Members can join online
and then be transferred to
the council of their choice
when they are ready to get
nvolved.

FREE Promo Code
BLESSEDMCGIVNEY

Share Your
Council
Activities!!!

Send Photos and Articles to

bobpenas@broadband-
mn.com

Building the
Domestic Church:
The Family Fully
Alive

http://www.kofc.org/
un/en/domestic-
church/

Keys to Successful Programs ~ Pray * Love * Grow

State Program Director Stan Nordin
17601 123rd St SE ~ Becker MN 55308
programdirector@mnknights.org  (763) 333-6442
Brother Knights,

"Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits which you have given us -
for all the pains and insults which you have borne for us.
O most merciful redeemer, friend, and brother, may we know you more clearly,
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, for your own sake."”

Check out These Newest Programs From Supreme

Celebrating Our_Catholic Heritage — Encourages councils to celebrate the cultures and
traditions of their parish communities. Maybe hold this program on a feast day or during His-
panic Heritage Month (Sept. 15 — Nov. 15).

Bright Futures — Councils can contact schools, teachers, and parishioners with school-aged
children to ask what they need. Maybe hold this program on 3 Kings’ Day (Jan. 6) or during
Catholic Schools Week (last week of January).

Viva Cristo Rey — Councils are encouraged to ask for the intercession of the Mexican Mar-
tyrs by going to Mass, praying the Novena leading up to their feast days, and spreading devo-
tion to these saints and blesseds throughout their community. Hold this program around the
Feast of the Mexican Martyrs (May 21).

Imitating Juan Deigo — Promote devotion to St. Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe
(our patroness). We are called to be her messengers, just as St. Juan Diego was throughout
his life. Hold this program in early December.

Remembering Our Faithful Departed — Honor and pray for the deceased members of your
council, families, and parish community. Hold Oct. 31, Nov. 1 (All Saints’ Day), Nov. 2 (All
Souls’ Day), or any time in November

Quinceanera Support — This Hispanic cultural celebration marks the passage of a 15-year-
old young woman from childhood to adulthood including Mass and prayer thanking God for
the life she has lived and asking for His blessing going forward. In coordination with the pas-
tor and family, find out the most appropriate time to celebrate a thanksgiving Mass or prayer
service for the life of the young woman.

Holy Hour for Life with Our Lady of Guadalupe — Organize adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament and ask for Our Lady of Guadalupe’s intercession for the prolife cause. As patron-
ess of the unborn, Our Lady of Guadalupe is a powerful advocate for those at risk of abortion
and all those involved in the prolife cause. Through this Holy Hour, councils and their par-
ishes can pray for a variety of intentions for which to seek Our Lady’s assistance, such as de-
fense of the the International Day for the Unborn Child (March 25).

Gospel for Life — Equip Catholic men and their parish communities with the knowledge
they need to defend human life, especially by studying St. John Paul II’s historic encyclical
Evangelium Vitae (Latin for “Gospel of Life”). One of the best ways to do this is by leading
discussion groups with fellow Knights and parishioners by using the Knights of Columbus
Gospel of Life Study Guide (#614). While the program can take place at any time of the year,
consider the weeks preceding national, state, or local marches for life, or during 40 Days for
Life and Life Chain campaigns

Ensure these have been completed:

1. Safe Environment Compliant

2. Forms 185 and 365 (sent to Supreme and the State Program Director)
3. Semi-annual Audit Form 1785

Important Dates:
= April 1" — State Non-Competitive Awards and Competitive Awards Due

— April 18" — Hockey Challenge (details on page 5)

Please reach out with any questions you may have.
Reminder: Every program is an opportunity for recruitment!

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM
Pray * Love * Grow
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General Agent Joe Remer
161 Main Ave W
PO BOX 100
Winsted MN
Office: (320) 485-2202
Cell: (612) 272-8635
joe.remer(@kofc.org

General Agent Lloyd Cybart
1301 E Cliff Rd, Suite 110
Burnsville MN 55337
Office: (952) 686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
https://CybartAgencyKofC.org

The Catholic

Difference
Knights of Columbus
Insurance
e |
Catholic Values | |
Ethical Sales & Y, ”‘v:
Investing v

Service to the Church
and the Community

Looking for a Career change,
check out the Knights of
Columbus

A Career Unlike Any Other - YouTube

Review ALL of your
Insurance Policies
Regularly

Insurance Message ~ Achieving Financial Wellness
Brothers,

Trying to achieve financial strength and stability can feel overwhelming, especially
when life is already full. This month, I want to share a simpler way to think about it:
holistic financial wellness. You can work toward this goal by developing an overall
financial strategy and determining how Knights of Columbus products can be a part of
that foundation. This includes more than insurance. We also offer annuities with
guaranteed retirement income as well as mutual funds from our affiliate Knights of
Columbus Asset Advisors.

A good place to start is protecting your family through life insurance. Term life cover-
age can help with temporary needs, while whole life coverage can last your entire life-
time and build guaranteed cash value over time.

Next, let’s think about retirement. Whether it’s years away or right around the corner,
having a strategy for income in retirement matters. The Knights of Columbus offers
solutions that can be part of an overall plan you feel confident about.

It’s also important to prepare for the unexpected. Thinking ahead about how your
family would handle an extended care need or a disruption in income due to disability
is part of protecting what you have worked hard to build. The Knights has products to
help ensure your family’s life will not be financially disrupted in either case.

I imagine many of you joined the Knights because you want to give back, and for
many of you, that includes charitable giving. Did you know that a donor-advised fund
can be a tax-efficient strategy for charitable giving? Knights of Columbus Charitable
Fund, an independent 501(c)(3) charity helps donors align their giving with their faith,
and you don’t need to be a member of the Knights to open an account.

Finally, consider investments. If you’re seeking competitive returns without compro-
mising on Catholic moral principles, Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors (KoCAA)
can help. KoCAA screens companies for compliance with the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Socially Responsible Investment Guidelines, so you never have to
wonder if your investments conflict with your morals. Investing with KoCAA is also
open to all, regardless of whether you’re a Knight.

Attaining financial wellness doesn’t need to feel overwhelming. You can start right
away by simply using our life insurance calculator at www.kofc.org/calculator. With a
few key details, it will help you assess your insurance needs. Then, we can help you
find the right coverage. No matter where you are on your financial journey, we’re here
to help. We would be glad to schedule a time to sit down and talk about your needs.

Thank you!

Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors (“KoCAA”), Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund (“KCCF”), and Knights of
Columbus (“KofC”) are entities that each provide separate and distinct products and services. KofC is not recom-
mending or endorsing KoCAA or KCCF. Information provided herein is educational in nature and is not intended as
legal, tax, financial, or other professional advice. KoCAA is a wholly owned subsidiary of KofC, one of the world’s
largest Catholic Lay Organizations. Investing involves risk and you may gain or lose money on your investments. For
additional information visit KoCAA.com or write to kofcfunds@kofcassetadvisors.org. KCCF is an independent, non-
profit, public charity with a donor-advised fund program. KoCAA serves as the investment manager of KCCF, and the
assets are invested in investment funds managed by KoCAA. The value of an invested donation will fluctuate over time
and may gain or lose money. For additional information visit knightscharitable.org. The Knights of Columbus and its
agents are not authorized to provide financial planning, legal or tax advice. Life insurance, annuities, long term care
insurance and disability income insurance is offered through Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT
06510. Cash value growth is gradual and may take time to accumulate. Guarantees are based on the claims paying
ability of the issuing insurance company. Access to the policy’s cash values is through loans and withdrawals and will
reduce the policy’s cash value and death benefit, may result in a taxable event, and could cause the policy to lapse if
not properly managed. Policy loans accrue interest.

2026 Fraternal Benefit Events (FBE)

GK remember to report these directly to Supreme for council credit via this link:
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8329255/11077-Fraternal-Benefits-Event-Council-Report-25-26

04/20/26 — 7 PM: Recruiting New Members: How and Why
Cybart Agency Register Here: https://tinyud.com/FBE-04-20-26

Three months left Brothers to get your

05/12/26 — 7PM: Special Needs Planning: What you need to know
Remer Agency Register Here: https://tinyud.com/RemerFBE

Founder's Award and Star Council require-
ments done! Here are the dates, subjects,

06/17/26 — 7PM: Estate Planning and Trust Basics and How to Prepare
Cybart Agency and Brother Knight Attorney TJ Scott
Register here: https://tinyurl.com/FBE-06-17-26

and links to the Fraternal Benefit Events
(FBE) slated for rest of Fraternal year 2026.
More details in last month’s edition.
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For Family

For Community
For GOD!

} . Become a
English nghr}gii)?‘l(l,lmbus Spanish

Scan me! Escaneame!

Kofc.org/joinus



Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc
PO Box 126

Student Loan Belle Plaine, MN 56011

SUPPORT THIS PROGRAM
The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc.
is a designated 501(C)(3) Non-Profit corporation and your
personal donation is tax deductible.
ELIGIBILITY OF LOAN KC STUDENT
APPLICANTS TERMS AMOUNTS||LOAN BOARD
. KC Members . 3.75% Fixed $4.000.00 Paul Haik
interest rate. 612-333-7400
. Wives Vo-Tech . .
. Interest Fresh Patrick Glenski
. Children accrues at the reshman 507-271-2183
. . time the loan Sophomore Joe Vandermark
. and immediate is disbursed. Junior 612-819-9164
family members N ¢ Joe Bertram
. O payments i
of a deceased required until || ooo" || 320-249-5003
Knights if the completion of StGr;ld t Jason Palo
Knight was in BS/BA Degree. uaen 612-716-4636
good standing at ||. No credit Ross Holmes
the time of death. checks. 63-234-7834

CONTACT
INFORMATION

SEMINARIANS & RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

All Seminarians and religious vocation_s Administrator:
may borrow money to complete their Michael J. Daly
vocational studies free of interest. Upon 952-873-2213
ordination, a Priest, Brother or Nun will ;

have one year of his or her loan forgiven Email:

for each year they remain in their vocation. || 9@ly.daly@irontiernet.net




