
State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch
(651) 968-7360
statechaplain@mnknights.org
Assoc. State Chaplain Fr. Chuck Huck
(218) 329-6572
associatechaplain@mnknights.org
State Deputy Bou Gazley
(507) 259-7851
statedeputy@mnknights.org
IPSD David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997     
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
(218) 330-5648 
statesecretary@mnknights.org 
State Treasurer Joe George
(651) 253-3112    
statetreasurer@mnknights.org 
State Advocate James Terwedo 
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 
State Warden Michael Bass Smith
(952) 207-6120
statewarden@mnknights.org 
District Master Don Trudeau
(612) 749-2982
master@mnknights.org
State Membership Director Bob Penas
(320) 761-0488
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com
State Ethnic Membership Director 
Michael Bass Smith
(507) 201-5500
ethnicmembershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Program Director Stan Nordin
(763) 333-6442
programdirector@mnknights.org
Administrative Assistant 
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
Editors Bob & Peni Penas 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Monthly Dedication  
September is dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows whose celebration is on September 
15th.  As we reverently recall Mary’s suffering and sorrows, let us ask the Lord to 
grant us the fruits of his own sufferings.  Mary of love, of sorrow, and of mercy, pray 
for us.

Knightly News
September 2025

“What is your why?”

Supreme FS Hotline
Member Management & Billing Questions 

(203) 752-4210     
ExpertFS@KofC.org

Input Needed
State Deputy Bou Gazley

statedeputy@mnknights.org     (507) 259-7851

Please email me your thoughts on the fol-
lowing questions to help us grow 

(as councils, districts, and the State) in 
Charity, Unity, Faith, and Fraternity.

1. What, as a State, can we do to improve the   
Knights in Minnesota?

2. What types of incentives do you feel will help    
us achieve our goals at the:

Council Level?
District Level?
State Level?

3. What programs ideas can improve our State 
and get our councils more active?

1,089 New 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Let’s Turn Up the 
Heat on Membership 

Recruitment and 
Watch Our Level of 
Service Rise Along 
with the Level of 
New Members

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Membership 
Measure

100 New Members

Sign Up Today to Receive a 
Monthly Email When the 
Knightly News is Posted

On the front page of the website, 
https://mnknights.org, just below the rotating banner, 

is the signup to have the Knightly News 
delivered to your inbox.

Report Deceased Brother Knights to 
Fraternalism Director Mark Glatzel

34 1st Ave NE
St. Joseph MN 56374

(320) 267-1485
markglatzel64@gmail.com
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Memoriam
Please pray for our deceased 

Brother Knights and their 
families.  Deceased Brother 

Knights will be remembered at 
daily Mass at St. Mary’s 

in New Haven, CT.
Albany Council 3628

Roland Gilk
Brainerd Council 1491

Gerald Stevens
Cedar Council 9585

Victor Bennett
Cold Spring Council 5344

Fr. Robert Rolfes
Hinkley Council 5101

Fr. Cornelius Kelleher
Lac qui Parle Council 6503

Leander Kalhoff
Minneapolis Council 435

Dick Geisel
St. Cloud Council 5548

Fr. Gregory Lieser
Jerome Kettner 
Marvin Bauer

Rice Council 9138
Duane Cekalla

Sartell Council 5276
James Negen

St. Joseph Council 7057
Othmar Schmitz

Wright - Hennepin Council 4174
William Kisch
Report Deceased Brother 
Knights to Fraternalism 
Director Mark Glatzel

34 1st Ave NE
St. Joseph MN 56374

(320) 267-1485
markglatzel64@gmail.com

Please report deceased members of 
your council to him.  Include the 
deceased Brother Knight’s name, 
date of death, council number, town, 
next of kin, and if he was 4th 
Degree, a former DD, a past State 
Officer, etc.  
Remember, the council FS needs to 
file a Form 100 informing Supreme 
of each member’s death.   This is 
also how he is removed from the 
mailing lists for newsletters.

Saint Michael the Archangel Program
State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch     

statechaplain@mnknights.(651) 968-7360

On Monday, September 29, we will celebrate the Feast of Saint Michael 
the Archangel.  Saint Michael the Archangel is the patron saint of those 
serving in the military. I suspect our Blessed Founder was named after 
him.
As you may know, the Minnesota Knights of Columbus has a Saint Mi-
chael the Archangel Program.  The description of the program in our 
Knightly News has included the following:  

Send the name of the person in the military, their rank, branch of service, and         
address to State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch.  He will send the medal and a         
prayer card directly to the serviceman/woman.  Please email your requests to:                 
statechaplain@mnknights.org

As is indicated, I have inherited responsibility for the program as the State Chaplain, and I 
would like to understand the history of the program better.  By communicating with Su-
preme I learned that it is not part of a wider Supreme initiative.  If anyone has information 
on the history of our Saint Michael the Archangel Program, please share it with me.  

Jesus Lives!  Viva Cristo Rey!  Vivat Jesus!

What is Your Council Doing? 
State PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     jhbargains80@gmail.com

What programs has your council done recently?   
How successful were they?  

As we look into future, what programs do you have coming up?  
Please send me the answers to these questions, 

your information, and any event pictures you may have.  

ALSO NOTE:  I plan and schedule postings a week out at a time.  
Please keep this in mind when sending me items to post 

on the State social media.  

State Offered 2025 Coats for Kids ~ Deadline Sept. 1st

PLEASE READ:  Order  minimum is two cases of the same style and must be or -
dered in increments of two for each style desired.  On the order form this year, there will 
be numerous required fields.  Fill them in correctly.  Your order will not be processed if 
the entry is too generic.  For example, when we ask for distribution location, don’t just 
type the word “church” -- please give the exact name of the parish.  Once I have processed 
your order, checking that every piece of information is there, I will email you instructions 
for making the payment to the state.  If you do not receive an email from me within one 
week of your submission date, it is possible it got lost somewhere, so please contact me.  
Your distribution date must be planned for October 18th or later.  Ordering deadline is La-
bor Day (September 1st). 

PLEASE NOTE: ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ALLOCATION 
(You will be notified if this affects your order) 

2025 Prices 
Toddler-Unisex (Sizes 12m-4T) — $141.69 
Child, Boys or Girls (Sizes 4-7) — $141.69 

Youth, Boys or Girls (Sizes 7-16) — $141.69 
Teen, Boys or Girls (Sizes S-XL) — $170.12 

Adult, Male or Female (Sizes S-XL) — $190.40 
Lightweight, Boys or Girls (24ct—Sizes are 4-16 & S-XL) — $170.12 
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What’s Your Why?
State Deputy Bou Gazley

statedeputy@mnknights.org     (507) 259-7851
Welcome to September!  Fall is just around the corner, and that brings upon 
new opportunities!  This summer, I had the privilege of representing our 
state as a delegate at the Supreme Convention in Washington, D.C.  It was a 
great time of unity and fraternity, along with a lot of learning.  The Knights 
of Columbus had it’s best membership intake last year, and the goal is to 
exceed that again this year.  With that, I want to say thank you to everyone who has recruited 
a new member this year!  We have had one of our best summer intake totals in recent history.  
As for new things, we voted on a few changes that could be interesting to all of you.  This 
month, I am going to focus on one of those changes: the removal of the requirement to have 
an admission committee.  Historically, a committee was required to approve all new members 
to a council.  This was in addition to the council voting at a meeting.  Supreme noted that 
many councils no longer use this process, so they decided to remove it as a requirement.   
While this does not limit your council from still using an admissions committee, it just states 
that it is no longer required. 
Lastly, I want to touch on another requirement that we need to be better at meeting: Safe En-
vironment Compliance.  Most councils have now submitted their Form 365, and Supreme 
should have sent out the invites for those required to who have requirements to meet.  We all 
have requirements as men, and I hope that taking the safety of the children in our communi-
ties is one of those commitments we take seriously!  
Thank you again for the fast start to the year in recruiting, but don’t slow down now.  Men 
deserve to be invited to the Knights of Columbus, so go out and ask!
Vivat Jesus!

Online Membership 
KofC.org/JoinUs

A great option for those 
gentlemen who want to help 
out with the big picture and 

learn more about us and those 
who aren’t ready yet to join a 

local council.
The perfect answer to, 

“I don’t have the time to join 
right now.”

For more information, 
contact 

IPSD David Whatmuff     
(763) 772-2997     

dwhatmuff@gmail.com

Keep Christ in 
Christmas Cards 
Program for 2025

KCIC Christmas Card 
Chairman Jeff Bagniewski     
jeffslittlestore@gmail.com

(507) 884-1521

All information, pictures of 
the cards, and the order 

forms are on the state web-
site with up-to-date infor-

mation.
Cost for a Box of 12 Cards is 

$9 for the Council 
(suggested retail price of $14)

There are also a number of 
other religious items for sale.

If you order a kit of 35 
boxes by 9/15/25, you will 
receive a free pack of 50 
religious bookmarks that 

retail for $2 each.

POPE LEO XIV
* 1955 Born Robert Francis Provost to Louis and Mildred Provst.  He was the youngest of 

three brothers.  Attended school, served, and sang in the choir at Saint Mary of the As-
sumption in Riverside, Illinois.

* 1973 Graduated from Saint Augustine High School Seminary in Michigan.
* 1977 Degree in mathematics from Villanova University.
* 1981 Professed solemn vows and ordained as a deacon.
* 1982 Master of Divinity from Catholic Theological Union while teaching at Saint Rita of 

Cascia High School in Wrightwood, Illinois.
* 1982 Ordained a priest at the Church of Santa Monica degli Agostiniani by Archbishop 

Jean Jadot.
* 1984 Licentiate of Canon Law from the Angelicum in Rome.
* 1985 Joined the Augustinian mission in Peru.
* 1988 Doctor of Canon Law from Angelicum.  Vocation director of missions director of the 

Augustinian Province of Our Mother of Good Council, based in Illinois.  Worked with the 
Augustinian Novitiate in Wisconsin.

* 1988 Lived in Trujillo, Peru. serving in the seminary as a canon lawyer, and in parishes 
and missions.

* 1999 Prior Provincial of the Order of Saint Augustine.
* 2001 Prior General of the Order of Saint Augustine.  Based in Rome and traveling around 

the world.
* 2014 Consecrated bishop at Saint Mary's Cathedral in Chiclayo, Peru.
* 2015 Named Bishop of Chiclayo. Obtained Peruvian citizenship.
* 2023 Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops.
* 2023 Created cardinal by Pope Francis.
* May 8, 2025 Elected 267th pope, taking the name Leo XIV.

K of C Safe 
Environment Program 
youthleader@kofc.org

(203) 800-4940



Fr. Michael 
McGivney Guild 

Chairman Phil Harter
pcharter@comcast.net

Please join the 
Fr. McGivney Guild, and 

support his cause for 
canonization.  

To sign up, please visit 
www.fathermcgivney.org/

A Way of Living — Faith in Action
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Chuck Huck     

associatechaplain@mnkights.org
Greetings Brother Knights,
It is not a secret that the Knights of Columbus has a mission.  It is proudly 
displayed.  MISSION: Together We are Empowering Catholic Men to Live 
Their Faith at Home, in Their Parish, and in Their Community.
We can be the man who lives out our convictions, who watches and assists whenever he can.  
God provides opportunities each day for us to bring Him into a troubled world.  Some, opportu-
nities we see and follow through.  Others go past us because of our business of life. 
A man was being tailgated by a stressed-out woman on a busy road.  The light turned yellow, 
and instead of beating the red light by accelerating, he stopped in line with the crosswalk.  The 
tailgating woman hit the brakes, then the roof, and then the horn, screaming in frustration as she 
missed her chance to get through the intersection behind him.  She was still in mid-rant when 
she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face of a profoundly serious police of-
ficer.  He ordered her to exit the car and come back to his squad car.  He took her ID, ran the 
scan, and searched the car.  After about 20 minutes, the officer opened the back door and let her 
out saying, "I'm very sorry for this mistake.  You see, I pulled up behind your car while you 
were blowing your horn, flipping the guy off in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at him.  I 
noticed the “Choose Life” license plate holder, the “What Would Jesus Do” bumper sticker, the 
“Follow Me to Sunday School” bumper sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem 
on the trunk.  Naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car." 
I know of a real-life family that argued in the car, on their way to celebrate Mass devoutly and 
reverently on Sunday morning.  On the way home, they continued to argue and yell.  Did they 
live out what their faith proclaimed?  No, they did not.  The dad was opinionated and wanted 
his family to be servants to him.  He would tell bad jokes and use foul language in front of his 
children.  Your imagination would not be far off if you thought he was not a model employee.  
The mom would gossip and stretch the story so she would look better.  Her friendship group 
was small.  It created an impact on the children later in their lives, as they followed what they 
had witnessed rather than what they had heard. 
Questions we need to ask ourselves: Is the Jesus we proclaim, guiding how we live our lives?  
Is the hour on Sunday a show that does not impact our lives the rest of the week? 
When I think of the Knights of Columbus, I believe it is a way of living, in which it is literally 
Faith in Action.  The faith we profess is lived in all aspects of life … the mission of the Knights. 

Vivat Jesus!
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Share Your 
Council 

Activities!!!
Send Photos and Articles 

to bobpenas
@broadband-mn.com

Help us to Pray, 
Grow, and Love 
Together as we 
Serve Together 

Doing God Works!

Prayer
Formation
Fraternity

Men Need Cor
For more information or 

to schedule a 
presentation about Cor, 

contact  Director of 
Evangelization and 

Faith Formation IPSD 
David Whatmuff  
(763) 772-2997     

dwhatmuff@gmail.com

Sample Recruitment 
Parish Bulletin 
Announcement

Deep within the heart of 
every man is a call to live 

with purpose and meaning; 
a call to lead, to protect, to 

serve, and to defend.  
Men today need a band of 
brothers – other Catholic 
men to share in that call, 
who walk together on the 

journey towards something 
better.  

You are invited to put your 
faith in action 

KofC.org/JoinUs  

Pregnancy Resource Center Support 
and Aid and Support After 
Pregnancy (ASAP) Program

Chairman Jeremy Hadash     
jhbargains80@gmail.com      (763) 325-5840

Pregnancy resource centers remain on the front lines 
of serving our country’s most 

vulnerable populations, and Knights of Columbus 
councils and assemblies have always 

been a critical support for them.  This continues under 
our Faith in Action programs.

Contact me for more details or check out the articles 
in our past newsletters.

What is Your Why?  
Share it With Others!



Choose a Knight of 
the Month Each & 

Every Month!
Select a Knight to honor each 
month.  Publish it in your 
council newsletter and present 
him with a Knight of 
the Month certificate.  

Choose a Knight of 
the Year from these 
gentlemen, and use 
this program on 
Form SP-7. 

Grow the Order!
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski

statesecretary@mnknights.org     jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
(218) 330-5648

Brothers,
We are now on our third month of this fraternal year. Membership num-
bers have been very consistent, and the numbers have been at great lev-
els. Let’s continue to make this the first year of many that we grow the 
MN Order! We need more hands to complete our mission!  We need brothers to help us 
grow and share in our faith, not only for ourselves but for our families, our parishes, our 
communities, and our state.
At the Supreme Convention, the Supreme Knight challenged everyone to invite two fellow 
Catholic men to join our Order. I challenge every Minnesota Knight to invite three!  As our 
State Deputy has said, "What is your why?"  Tell them yours and find out their why.
Let's get every council active and prospering.  Let's get those councils that have gone 
dormant, alive again.  Let's have a council or round table in every parish.

Some Housekeeping Items:
1. Please use current forms and reports. They all can be found on the State website.  Please 

adhere to the required deadline for each report. It creates a lot more work and cost if we 
are constantly receiving late reports and payments for some programs — especially 
Tootsie Rolls and Coats for Kids.

2. Please send payments and reports to the correct person who is listed on the form, re-
port, or invoice. Some reports go to the chairman and some go to certain people at the 
State level.

3. All checks coming to the State need to be made out to MN Knights of Columbus.  Please 
put on the memo line what the check is for. Please do not combine payments for differ-
ent accounts into the same check. The State Treasurer deposits each account separately.

Thanks!  Vivat Jesus!

Minnesota K of C 
Student Loan 

Fund
Contact Brother Knight 

Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213 

daly.daly@frontiernet.net
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A God Moment
State Life Program Director Dr. John Loes

Sir Knight John Loes and Dave Higgins, members of Anoka Council 2018, decided to 
say a Rosary on the corner of Main Street and 5th Avenue in Anoka, just outside of St. Ste-
phens Church, while the other members of the Life Matters prolife group prayed in the Holy 
Cross Chapel.  The duo picked out their usual, parish-approved signs which were chosen to 
give hope and healing to our community.  The signs stated in three inch black block letters 
on a plain white background: Pray to End Abortion and Jesus Heals and Forgives.  The pray-
er supporters had just verbalized their prayer intentions, one of which was to change the 
hearts and minds of people who needed to hear their message, and were midway through the 
Apostle’s creed, when a silver pickup traveling in the nearest westbound lane of Main Street 
rapidly pulled up to the stoplight. The driver, a clean shaven man in his late thirties and cas-
ually dressed, smiled broadly as he stared out the passenger’s window and gave a vigorous 
“thumbs-up”. 
The pick-up quickly took a right onto 5th Avenue and parked in the driveway of a nearby 
business.  The driver jumped out of the car and started coming toward the two praying team-
mates as he fumbled getting his phone out of his pocket, exclaiming “This is a God-
moment!" He asked to take their pictures, which they agreed, and he then let them know 
that he knew a woman who would be helped by showing her a picture of the two of them 
praying on the sidewalk, holding their signs. (Presumably she had an unwanted pregnancy.)  
They asked him what her first name was, and then they were able to pray for her by name for 
the rest of the Rosary.

CORRECTION to last month’s article:  The Weapon of Abortion
The correct website is https://stopcoercedabortions.com/

Special Olympics State 
Bowling Weekends

Chairman Dan Irvin
danirvin13@yahoo.com

State Bowling Weekend 1:
Brooklyn Park, Nov 14-16
Treasure Island, Nov 15 + 16
Lakeville, Nov 15 + 16
Bloomington, Nov 15 + 16

State Bowling Weekend 2:
Alexandria, Nov 22 + 23
Duluth, Nov 22 + 23
Brainerd, Nov 22 + 23
Mankato, Nov 22 + 23

SS Jesse and I will be 
contacting council's near 

each bowling site and trying 
to fill a morning shift either 

Saturday or Sunday.
Vivat Jesus!



Remember, we need to support our seminarians. They are the    
future of the Catholic Church here in Minnesota. Councils, 
please sponsor at least one seminarian through the RSVP pro-
gram.  Ask your diocese for a list of seminarians you can help 

support. To stretch your RSVP funds, remember that for every $500 given to an in-
dividual, the Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly $100 up to a max-
imum of $400 per individual supported. Don’t forget to provide your “adopted” 
seminarians or religious aspirants with moral support and prayers for their success.  
More information can be found at 

www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/rsvp.html#/

RSVP 

Roundtables
A roundtable exists to 
support the needs and 

interests of the local parish 
and priest.  

For more information or 
assistance with roundtables, 

contact 
Chairman Joe George

joe.george.9905@gmail.com
(651) 253-3112   

New Council Development 
Chairman GA Lloyd Cybart

(952) 686-7720
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org

Have an idea on where a council is needed?
Give me a call. We’ll work on starting one up!
Are you serving multiple parishes with more 

than 200 families?  Let’s talk.  Blessed 
McGivney's plan was to have a council in every 
parish.  Let’s make that happen in Minnesota.

Check out Webinars 
and Fraternal 
Training on 

Supreme’s website. 
Many videos are 

only 5-10 minutes long.

Ask a friend, family member, coworker, 
or acquaintance to join the Order today!

Share the joys and benefits of our 
Brotherhood with other 

Catholic gentlemen!
Help us to Pray, Grow, and Love 
Together as we Serve Together 

Doing God Works!

The Affiliate 
Membership Program

MN Affiliate Membership 
Coordinator Lonnie Spaeth     

lspaeth@newulmtel.net    
(507) 276-2851

Contact Lonnie 
with your questions 

or for more information

Share Your Why
State Treasurer Joe George

statetreasurer@mnknights.org     joe.george.9905@gmail.com     
(651) 253-3112  

In early August, I had the privilege of attending the 2025 Supreme Conven-
tion in Washington, D.C. with our state delegates.  It was a great event!  
Learning about the activities and accomplishments of councils from around 
the world, makes me very proud to be a part of the Order. Gentlemen, we 
belong to the greatest organization we could have ever imagined.  Everything happens for a 
reason, and God has brought you this far because he wants the best for you and your family.
What's your why?  State Deputy Bou Gazley introduced that moto at our organization-
al meeting in July.  I believe, our why is what we need to share with guys we want to invite.
Next week, when you go church, look around for someone you don't know and introduce 
yourself.  Ask about his family and tell him your why.  Maybe he will want the same thing 
and join your council.

Remember WWFMD (What Would Fr. McGivney Do)
If you need help with anything, feel free to reach out to any state officer or DD. 

We will do anything we can to help your council.
Thanks for all you do for the Knights.

God Bless!     Keep the Faith!     Strive for Excellence!
Vivat Jesus!

On Par for Star  
Need help with 
recruitment?  

Contact your DD, 
your field agent, 

State Membership Director 
Bob Penas, 

or State Ethnic 
Membership Director 
Michael Bass Smith.  

They will be glad 
to assist you.  

Your success is their first 
priority.

Do you have enough 
programs?  

Need new ideas?  
Contact your DD, one of 
our program chairmen, or 

State Program Director 
Stan Nordin. 

Don’t be afraid to reach 
for the stars!  

Be amazed by what you 
and your council 
can accomplish 

as you open the doors 
to Christ! 

Vivat Jesus!
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Sample Recruitment Parish Bulletin Announcement
Knights lead with faith.  

Knights protect our families.  
Knights serve those in need.  

Join us on life’s greatest adventure to 
discover the man God calls you to be. 

Become a Knight
KofC.org/JoinUs  



Be Self Aware 
State Warden Michael Bass Smith

statewarden@mnknights.org     (952) 207-6120
Brothers,
As we are moving into the final month of the first quarter of our fraternal year 
and preparing for the harvest, we should think about ways to remain in con-
tact with one another and possibly to plan a quick meeting for administration 
and event planning after a Mass or after a prayer service.  It could be as quick as 20 minutes to 
get everything accomplished and still not detract from our normal routines.  Connections are 
important in all that we do and in all that we plan to do.
Another aspect of our service as Knights and for those with leadership roles is the need to fo-
cus on our work through Catholic Virtues.  Look for a short explanation and challenge each 
month moving forward that will incorporate a virtue that we can use in our service within our 
councils or districts.  For the month of September, think of how we as Knights can be SELF 
AWARE of our abilities, our talents, our desires, our needs, and of our fellow Brothers' talents, 
needs, and desires.  And most of all, we should be SELF AWARE of our prayer and family 
life and how we are leading our families and communities.

Vivat Jesus!
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Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention 2025:  A Monumental Experience
Crookston Diocesan Consultant/DD12 Robert Wagenman

Brothers,
I had the privilege to represent all of you as a delegate at the Supreme Convention from August 5–7.  This was my first time at-
tending a Supreme Convention and was one of my top experiences as a Knight.  My best experience as a Knight was when I was 
GK of Council 12117 in Virginia Beach.  We were conducting a food drive at the church, and after one of the Masses, a little 
boy bought a small wooden cross pendant at the church bookstore table.  He then asked the priest to bless it and proceeded to the 
table where I was collecting food, handed me the cross, and thanked me for what I was doing.   I was floored by his kindness 
and was barely able to say thank you.   Now, back to the convention.
I joined the delegates from Minnesota and Knights from around the world in Washington, D.C. for the 143rd Supreme Conven-
tion which was a powerful celebration of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.  The convention was held at the Washington 
Hilton where, in 1981, there was an assassination attempt on President Ronald Regan.  My family and I arrived on Monday af-
ternoon in time to attend the pin exchange and awards session.  The pin exchange was a great way to meet Knights from all 
around the world and trade state pins with them.  At the awards session, we were introduced to the International Award winners 
in the Faith, Family, Community, and Life Categories as well as the International Family of the Year.  The presentation of the 
Family of the Year was awe inspiring as they are a farm family from a small town in North Dakota. 
The convention officially kicked off on Tuesday morning with a beautiful Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception.  My wife Karen and I have never been to a Mass with so many cardinals, bishops, and priests.  The pro-
cession lasted at least 15 minutes.  We were also impressed by the professionalism of the Fourth Degree Knights who led the 
procession and served as Eucharistic Guards.
That afternoon was the opening session of the convention which started with a video message from Pope Leo XIV followed by 
the Supreme Knight’s Report in which Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly called on us all to be Heralds of Hope.  After listening to 
Pope Leo and the Supreme Knight, I felt very proud to be a member of the Knights of Columbus and a had a renewed sense that 
we are needed in our communities and churches and what we are doing makes a huge impact.
That evening was the States Dinner and the Gaudium et Spes Award Presentation.  The States Dinner was a fun celebration of 
the jurisdictions.   The Gaudium et Spes Award was presented to The Honorable Mary Ann Glendon Former Ambassador of the 
United States of America to the Holy See.  As the daughter of a Knight, her acceptance speech was full of examples of how the
Knights of Columbus impacted her life.
The next two days started with Mass, and we had business sessions for the delegates.  I was surprised at how fun the business
sessions were, as I was expecting them to be a bit boring.  On Wednesday evening, the Minnesota delegates and families went 
out for dinner together.  This was a great opportunity for my family to get to know the other MN delegates and their families
better.
Our experience at the Supreme Convention was nothing short of amazing.  Beyond the formal sessions, Knights enjoyed fellow-
ship through tours of historic landmarks, baseball outings, and shared meals.  The D.C. Metro made navigating the city easy, 
while the spirit of fraternity made every moment memorable.  The Minnesota State Council Officers and other delegates went 
out of their way to make sure my family and I had a wonderful time.  As the convention closed, Knights and their families head-
ed home inspired and united — ready to continue the mission of the Knights of Columbus in their communities.  I returned from 
this celebration of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism proud to belong to the best fraternal organization in the world.

What does it take to 
effectively promote 

your council?
State PR Chairman 

Jeremy Hadash
jhbargains80@gmail.com

Effectively promoting your 
council can be the key to 

being successful in all areas.         
Recruiting, programs, and       
fraternal benefits all make 
your council function, but 
how you advertise them 

keeps it thriving. 



File your Council 
990-N e-Postcard to 

Maintain your 
Council’s 

Tax-exempt Status

For Information About Using Online 
Membership or Transferring Online 

Members Into Your Council,  
Contact IPSD David Whatmuff

(763) 772-2997   dwhatmuff@gmail.com

Every  council activity is an 
opportunity to evangelize and 
invite other men to join us in 

doing God’s work here on 
earth!  Continue to Grow the 

Order, and increase our 
capacity to do God work!
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Knights of Columbus 
Council 5647 
Participates in 

Installation Mass for 
New Pastor at St. Rita’s
Living Our Mission of 

Faith in Action
On Sunday, July 20, 2025, members of Knights of Colum-
bus St. John Paul II Council 5647 had the honor of partici-
pating in a special parish celebration at St. Rita’s Catholic 
Church in Cottage Grove, MN — the Installation Mass of 
our new pastor, Father Mike Reinhardt.
The Knights were proud 
to escort Archbishop 
Bernard Hebda and Fa-
ther Mike during the 
opening and closing pro-
cessionals and were seat-

ed together at the front of the church.  Many of our mem-
bers also regularly assist with various roles during our 
Masses, demonstrating our commitment to service and sup-
port of our parish.

Throughout the year, Council 5647 
actively serves the St. Rita Commu-
nity.  From hosting the annual Pan-
cake Breakfast around the Big Foot-
ball Game, to preparing and serving 
the pork dinners at the Fall Festival, 
our members regularly step up to 
support the Church, our Pastor, our 
fellow Knights, and their families in 
meaningful ways.
We were honored to be part of this 
important milestone in our parish and 
look forward to continuing our mis-
sion of faith in action.

Fairmont Council Knight of the 
Month Recipient Hugh Fraser 

& GK Dave Landsteiner

PGK Mark Kotewa presents 
GK Mark Kotewa a certificate 

recognizing his 2 Years of 
Service as GK

The Fairmont Knights of Columbus sponsored their 29th annual 
Grilled Pork Loin Dinner on July 20th at their hall. The event was 
open to the public and the proceeds were given to the Zak & Lexy 
Clementson Family. A check for $4,350 were presented to the Clem-
entson's at the August 5th K of C Membership Meeting.  These funds 
will be used to help defray costs incurred for their two year old son 
Watson's cancer treatment.

Pictured:  Far left - Chairman Denny Pytleski, 2nd from left -
Chairman Chad McGowan, Middle - Clementson Family,               
Far right - Chairman Brian Hartwig, GK Dave Landsteiner

Fairmont Council Knight of 
the Month Recipient 

Bob Millette & 
GK Dave Landsteiner



Family of 
the Month 

Congratulations to 
all Family of the 
Month Winners!

Choose a Family of 
the Month every 

month.  Honor your council’s 
families and show them their 
dedication and the example 
they set is greatly appreciated.  
Present them with a Family of 
the Month certificate!  Enter 
them in Supreme’s contest!  
One MN family is selected 
each month.  
Submissions must be complet-
ed online using Fraternal      
Programs Report Form #10784.  
It is found by going onto 
kofc.org and choosing Pro-
grams under the What We Do 
menu.  Click on resources and 
the link to the form is listed on 
that page.  You enter your 
member number and last name 
and Supreme will email you a 
link (at the email you have on 
file with Supreme).  

Questions?  
Contact Chairman 

Terry Meyer
terryandjan64@gmail.com

(763) 786-7982
Choose a Family of the 

Year from your Families 
of the Month and use this 
program on Form SP-7.

Sample Recruitment 
Parish Bulletin Announcement

Lead With Faith
Protect Your Family

Serve Others
Defend Your Values

Become a Knight 
Join Us Today

KofC.org/JoinUs

Benefits of Membership
3

Membership Director Bob Penas     
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com    (320) 761-0488

Recruiting is our opportunity to build our brotherhood and help our 
communities.  To grow is to be able to extend your service.  

Be prepared to share with prospects why you joined.
Also share with them the benefits of membership, so they can “find 
their why” and how we can help enhance and fulfill that for them and their family.

LEAD WITH FAITH & DEEPEN YOUR FAITH
As a member of the Knights of Columbus, you have access to a wealth of spiritual resources 
to help you become a better Catholic man, husband, and father.  As a member you get: 
Þ Digital and print faith formation resources from Catholic Information Services 
Þ The new Into the Breach video series designed for personal and fraternal faith formation 
Þ Participation in programs and access to resources that help you uncover the true meaning 

of Catholic masculine spirituality 
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY – DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE
Þ Exclusive access to our top quality portfolio of insurance and retirement products, 

backed by ethical and Catholic business practices, that can help secure your family’s 
future and give you peace of mind

Þ A dedicated Brother Knight field agent assigned to you and your family 
Þ A complimentary, comprehensive annual financial review
Þ Free accidental death coverage (certain age restrictions apply) 
Þ Exclusive eligibility to purchase Knights of Columbus products for you and your family 
SERVE OTHERS & MAKE AN IMPACT
As a member of the Knights of Columbus, you can be a part of our multi-billion dollar chari-
table legacy.  Support and participate in thousands of charitable programs – both local and 
international – that help those who need it most.  As a member you have the opportunity to 
help us: 
Þ Provide winter coats to children in need 
Þ Give food to families 
Þ Provide wheelchairs for the disabled and handicapped 
Þ Support victims of natural disasters 
Þ Respond to the needs of our communities 
DEFEND YOUR VALUES – DEFEND THE FAITH – DEFEND THE TRUTH
As a member of the Knights of Columbus, your voice is joined with 2 million fellow mem-
bers.  You receive tools and resources to stay informed, take action, and support local, na-
tional, and international efforts on issues that are important to you.  The Catholic faith is 
worth defending and needs to be defended.  With Knights, you never act alone.  As a mem-
ber you: 
Þ Stand up for the unborn and the dignity of all human life 
Þ Defend marriage and the family 
Þ Fight for religious liberty and our persecuted brothers and sisters in the Middle East 
Þ Join in our legacy of support for the Church 

Remember last month’s Recruiting Tips (detail on page 10 of the August edition):
START WITH WHY 

TALK TO YOUR PASTOR 
CHALLENGE YOUR MEMBERS 
SCHEDULE CHURCH DRIVES 

SET CLEAR EXPECTATIONS ON PROMOTING MEMBERSHIP 
STEP OUTSIDE YOUR COMFORT ZONE 

Remember to use FREE
Online Membership at KofC.org/JoinUs
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A few 
pics 

of MN 
Delegates 

and 
their 

families 
at the 

amazing 
143rd 

Supreme 
Convention 

in 
Washington, 

D.C.



File Your 
Council Paperwork!

This helps the State and  
Supreme Councils send   
information to council lead-
ership, monitor the health of 
your council, keep up-to-
date with what is happening 
in your council, see where 
we need to improve,  offer 
assistance, make changes, 
and much more. We are here 
to help your council succeed 
and continue to grow and 
improve.  

Support Our Seminarians RSVP
RSVP Chairman Dave DuPaul     

wbd846@webtv.net
(612) 760-0680

Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with our priests and religious.  Through RSVP, we 
have the opportunity to spiritually and financially support our seminarians and postulants 
who are preparing for a life serving the Church and the people. If you would like to reach 
out to a seminarian or other religious to offer support, I can offer you a starting point. Con-
tact me and I can supply you with a list of all seminarians currently enrolled for all of the 
Minnesota dioceses as well as the vocation director in each diocese.

DISASTER RELIEF
Natural disasters can happen 
any time and any where.  In 

these moments of darkness and 
trial, the K of C has always 

been there bringing immediate 
aid and comfort to those affect-

ed.  Your gift ensures these 
Knights have the resources nec-
essary to serve their communi-

ties in their time of need.

Make a donation to the K 
of C Disaster Relief Fund.

Visit: www.kofc.org/
secure/en/donate/disaster

-relief.html

Support Seminarians 
& Religious

State Pennies & Scholarship 
Chairman Al Kempf

It is time for all the councils in 
the state to send their support 
for seminarians and those com-
mitted to the religious life in the 
2025-2026 council year.  This 
provides an easy way to take 
care of these responsibilities for 
the good Catholics that the 
Knights of Columbus are!!!  
If all councils would contribute 
at least a small amount, we 
could contribute a more reason-
able amount to seminarians and
religious despite increased ex-
penses created by inflation and 
economic problems.  Every 
seminarian in the state receives 
something from the Pennies 
Fund.  The Scholarship Fund is 
determined by requests from 
the bishops.  We can make a 
difference.  If all councils 
would help, it would be a big-
ger difference.  Thanks to all 
the councils that contribute reg-
ularly. District Deputies, please
encourage your councils to con-
tribute to these funds!!

More details were published 
on page 6 in the 

January 2025 Knightly News.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 2025-26 Soccer Challenge
MN Knights of Columbus State Soccer Chairman Rodney Tholen

(612-888-4627)      tholen07@gmail.com

Saturday October 4, 2025
Gene Kelly Soccer Field ~ South Soccer Field SOCE & SOCW

185 East 102nd Street ~ Bloomington, MN 55420
9 a.m. Registration/Check-in

9:30 a.m. Opening Ceremonies & Competition
Limited Concessions Available

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus 2025 Soccer Challenge runs year long, culminating in 
the selection of State Soccer Challenge Champions (one per age group). The winning score 
sheets are submitted to Supreme. The Supreme International Competition time ends De-
cember 31st (awarded January/February). Most Minnesota council and community soccer 
events take place from late spring through early fall.
The Council Soccer Challenge is scored by 15 kicks at goal. Both the council champions 
and the runners-up are invited to take part in the State Soccer Challenge. (ALL RUNNERS
-UP ARE WELCOME TO KICK AT THE STATE CONTEST, BUT THEIR 
SCORES WILL ONLY COUNT IF THE COUNCIL CHAMPION FROM THE RUN-
NER-UP’S COUNCIL CONTEST FOR THEIR AGE GROUP IS NOT PRE-
SENT.) MN Knights of Columbus State Awards are given out (ages 9 – 14) after tallying 
the day’s 25 shot score sheets. 
Council/District Score sheets for Council Champions and Runners- up should be 
scanned and emailed to Rodney Tholen by midnight on Wednesday, October 1, 
2025. Put 2025 MN Council Soccer Challenge Champions on the subject line.
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St. Michael Medals 
Request a St. Michael Medal to be sent to your friend or 

family member serving in the military 
from our State Chaplain.

There is no cost to you or the military service person.  
The military person does not need to be a man, a Knight of  
Columbus, or a Catholic.  Send the name of the person in 
the military, their rank, branch of service, and address to 
State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch.  He will send the medal 

and a prayer card directly to the serviceman/woman.  
Please email your requests to: statechaplain@mnknights.org 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families are very 
important to our military men and women.  
Continue to pray for them and their safety. 

OVERVIEW — Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with our priests and religious. Through this 
program, council and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians and men and women reli-
gious postulants and novices in their area.  For every $500 given to an individual, the Supreme Council 
will refund the council or assembly $100.  The maximum refund a council or assembly can receive is 
$400 per individual supported.  Though financial support is vitally important, it is not the only aspect of 
the RSVP.  Councils are also called to provide their “adopted” seminarian, postulant or novice with mor-
al support and prayers for their success.



On Par for Star  
Need help with recruitment?  Contact your DD, your field agent, State Membership 

Director Bob Penas, or State Ethnic Membership Director Michael Bass Smith.  
They will be glad to assist you.  Your success is their first priority.

Do you have enough programs?  Need new ideas?  Contact your DD, one of our program 
chairmen, or State Program Director Stan Nordin. 

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!  Be amazed by what you and your council 
can accomplish as you open the doors to Christ as we Pray, Love, and Grow!  Vivat Jesus!

Ultrasound 
Initiative
Contact your local  
pregnancy center to 
ask if it needs a new 
ultrasound machine. 
Visit kofc.org/

ultrasound
to learn more about 

the program and 
access resources.

Use Online Membership!
Members can join online and then be 

transferred to the council of their choice 
when they are ready to get involved.

FREE Promo Code 
BLESSEDMCGIVNEY

Use Proper 
K of C Branding
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     

jhbargains80@gmail.com

Use the emblem of the 
Order correctly, and use 

the correct emblem.  
Tips can be found on 
kofc.org/en/brand-

assets 
and in the latest 

edition of the Publicity 
and Public Relations 

Guide.  

Building the Domestic 
Church:  

The Family Fully Alive
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/

domestic-church/

Sacred Heart Pilgrim Icon 
Program 

For questions, comments, or additional supplies, 
please contact Chairman Daniel Sawyer

dsawyer70@gmail.com
(612) 840-6608

This link provides a great overview: Pilgrim Icon Pro-
gram - Faith Programs | Knights of Columbus
This link shows the icons beginning their jour-
neys: Sacred Heart of Jesus Pilgrim Icon Embarks on 
Global Journey
Please coordinate with the next district to 
hand off your regional icon as close as 
practical to the end/beginning of the month 
it transitions (No DD in the next district —
diocesan coordinator will locate a GK).
We are tracking the icons, so leave the tile 
tags on the backs, and let me know if you 
need help locating an icon.
Log all events in the logbook with the 
icon. There are booklets and cards in both 
English and Spanish. Keep booklets with 
the kits, but give away the prayer 
cards. Let me know when refills are need-
ed.
Prayer Hour Programs with the Sacred 
Heart Icon are a great way to bring 
Christ’s Love forward in our communities 
and parishes, keeping with SD Bou’s 
theme of Pray, Love, Grow, and ensuring 
we, as MN Knights, are First In Faith!

Please get in touch with any questions, help make the most of this icon program, 
and be sure to share pictures!  Vivat Jesus!

Date NE NW SE SW
W & N   
Metro

S & E 
Metro W

Sep. 2025 7 10 31 18 59 57 41
Oct. 2025 2 13 26 17 52 49 43
Nov. 2025 2 15 24 38 51 35 45
Dec. 2025 40 15 33 37 58 35 45
Jan. 2026 42 14 32 25 54 34 37
Feb. 2026 1 12 27 23 48 34 37
Mar. 2026 3 11 28 23 48 55 38
Apr. 2026 4 11 29 22 53 55 39
May 2026 5 8 30 21 53 50 39
June 2026 6 9 30 20 47 63 16
July 2026 6 9 31 18 46 62 60
Aug. 2026 7 10 31 18 46 56 44
Sep. 2026 7 10 26 17 59 57 44
Oct. 2026 2 13 24 17 52 49 41
Nov. 2026 2 15 24 38 51 35 43
Dec. 2026 40 15 33 37 58 35 45

REMEMBER:  
Every  council 
activity is an 

opportunity to 
evangelize and 

invite other men 
to join us in do-
ing God’s work 
here on earth!  

Pray, Love, Grow 
Ask Someone to 
Join us Today in 

Service to All

MN Knightly News  
September 2025

page 12



Into The Breach
Orville Fillbrandt, Faith Director     

(612)751-2943     
Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Into the Breach is 12 mini-
seminars (more details on page 
13 in the January Knightly 
News).  Councils will prayerful-
ly examine the crisis of reli-
gious faith in our world.  By 
discussing the lessons and calls 
to action found throughout Into 
the Breach, men will begin to 
devise a personal plan of spir-
itual battle to strengthen their 
lives, their families, and their 
communities.  To obtain Into 
the Breach program resources, 
visit www.kofc.org/breach.
Into the Breach: The Mission 
of the Family video series (5 
videos) presents parents with 
the Catholic vision of family 
life and inspires them to incor-
porate it into daily life.  By 
viewing and discussing this in-
spirational series, and using 
their accompanying study 
guide, men (as well as couples) 
will be equipped with the wis-
dom and practical tools they 
need to better lead their families 
in living out the Faith.          
Resources at kofc.org/
intothebreach.

A New Beginning
District Master Don Trudeau  

master@mnknights.org     truknightsfs@comcast.net     
(612) 749-2982

The MN State Fair is over.  Labor Day, the last holiday of the summer, has 
passed.  It's time for a new beginning.  It might be: a new job, back to 
school to get that advanced degree, moving into a new home, or bringing a 
new life into the world.  Breathing new life into our lives can be a bit scary 
but also exciting!!  Breathing new life into our councils and assemblies shouldn't be scary, 
only exciting!
There are men and their families out there that are looking for a place to belong in a group of 
like-minded Catholics who share the same ideals and are looking to share them with other 
like-minded Catholics.  They are out there and are waiting to be asked to be a part of this 
wonderful partnership with the Catholic Church!! 
As a layman, I thought that when you joined the Knights of Columbus the only difference 
between the "Bingo Calling" Knight and the Knights we saw in honor guards meant that the 
Honor Guard Knights bought a tuxedo, chapeau, and sword.  Was I surprised after I joined.  
Another Ceremony???!!!  Much to my delight, the Fourth Degree ceremony was one of (if 
not the best and most meaningful of all) the four ceremonies!! 
They have trimmed the uniform a bit, but they have enriched the ceremony to emulate what 
the true meaning of being a Knight of Columbus is all about.  I encourage all 3rd Degree 
Knights to consider joining the 4th Degree, the Patriotic Degree, of our Order!!  We run the 
ceremonies in different areas of the state at different times of the year.  Next up for the 
northern part of the state is Duluth on Saturday, September 27th at Holy Family Church in 
Duluth.  For the southern area of the state, we will present the 4th Degree in Rochester on 
Saturday, Nov 1st.  
Details for these ceremonies can be found on my website - mnpatrioticdegree.mnknights.org 
Let's start off this new year with some fresh faces in our councils and assemblies!! 
Vivat Jesus! 

Iron Sharpens Iron     

Men Need Men     

Pray Together

Show Your Love 
Through Service

Grow in Your Faith 
and 

Grow the Order
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RESPONDING TO ARGUMENTS FOR ABORTION
Exclusion (arguing that the unborn don’t count) ~ Article three of three

According to a third category of argument, however, abortion is justified even if unborn 
children are valuable human beings.  That’s because those children live inside and depend 
on the body of someone else — someone who has a right to control her own body.  We 
should acknowledge here that bodily autonomy is an important principle.  (Just think about 
terrible ways it has been violated, such as in sexual assault.) But does it really include a right 
to abortion?
One version of this argument says that pregnant women may do whatever they want with 
whatever is inside their body.  The problem with such a claim is that someone else’s body 
and rights are also involved.  Here is a question you can raise:  May pregnant women know-
ingly ingest drugs that will cause horrible birth defects?  Most people don’t think so, 
which suggests that the right to bodily autonomy isn’t a right to harm others.  Indeed, if 
harming unborn children (through drugs) is wrong, then killing them (through abortion) is 
even worse.
Another version contends that just as we may refuse to donate an organ to save someone 
else’s life, a pregnant woman may refuse to let an unborn child use her body to survive.  
Among other problems with the argument, though, here’s one to emphasize:  Even if it were 
the case that a pregnant woman had no responsibility to support her unborn child, abortion 
isn’t merely the withdrawing of bodily support — it is intentional and active killing, often by 
dismemberment.  If unborn children have rights, then they have the right to not be intention-
ally killed and torn apart.  Abortion violates that right.
Much more can be said about these and other arguments for abortion, but none of them hold 
up to scrutiny.  Let’s make that case — always while listening, asking questions and show-
ing respect and compassion — in our conversations with others!
This is taken from the MCCL News and is reprinted with permission.



Invite Someone to 
Join Today!

Share the pride!    

Share the joy!

Share the satisfaction!  

Pray, Love, and 
Grow the Order 

and Increase 
our Capacity to 

Do Good in 
Service to All!

Council Website 
Information

The MN State Council has 
the ability to add users to 

council websites.  So, if your      
council’s website is dated or 
if you’ve never done much 

with it, let us know at 
adminassistant@mnknights.org 
We’ll add a new editor to the 

site and give them training 
so they can keep it 

up-to-date.
We have developed 6 videos 
on certain aspects of editing 
your website and they can 
also be found on the State 

website! There is also a help 
website within this system 
for you to learn more about 

editing certain aspects of 
your council’s website. 

Keys to Successful Programs ~ Pray * Love * Grow
State Program Director Stan Nordin

17601 123rd St SE ~ Becker MN 55308     
programdirector@mnknights.org     (763) 333-6442

Brother Knights,
"Prayer in action is love, and love in action is service."  "Do not worry about why the prob-
lems exist in the world -- just respond to people's needs."  "What you do I cannot do. What I 
do you cannot do. But together we can do something beautiful for God."

Words from St. Mother Teresa
Best Practices Quick Start:
1. Safe Environment Compliant
2. Forms 185 and 365 sent into Supreme and a copy sent to me
3. Fill out Semi-annual Audit Form 1295
4. Work with your DD to set up Pilgrim Icon of the Sacred Heart Prayer Service
5. 2025-26 Essay Contest (more details below)
6. Soccer Challenge (more details on page 11)

OVERVIEW OF ESSAY CONTEST
This contest encourages today’s youth to be more connected to their community and their 
faith.  The goal of this program is to involve young Catholics in grades 8 to 12 (public, pri-
vate, parochial, or home schools during the current school year) in civic discourse and instill 
in them religious and life-affirming values.  The essay should be 500-750 words on a specific 
topic, changing every other year.  Entrants will be judged on grammar, style, and how clearly 
they present the theme in a way that showcases creativity, imagination and overall develop-
ment of the topic.
This Year’s Topic:  The office of the papacy was established by Jesus Chr ist near ly 
2,000 years ago when He chose St. Peter to lead His Church on earth.  "In an essay of 500-
750 words, out of the 267 popes that have led the Catholic Church, who are your three favor-
ite popes and why?

Keep watching the newsletter for NEW programs that will be coming out from Supreme.
As more information becomes available, we will be sharing that with you in the newsletter.

Links to important forms are listed below to fill out throughout the year.  Please review.
h�ps://mnknights.org/resource/award-updates/

h�ps://mnknights.org/resource/state-council-service-program-awards-entry/

h�ps://mnknights.org/resource/state-council-knight-of-the-year-entry-form/

h�ps://mnknights.org/resource/state-council-family-of-the-year-form/

Don't forget your council's chaplain! Below is the link to the application to nominate 
your chaplain for the Fr. McGivney Award.

h�ps://www.kofc.org/en/forms/council/state-blessed-michael-mcgivney-award.pdf

Please reach out with any questions you may have.
Reminder:  Every program is an opportunity for recruitment!

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM
Pray  *  Love  *  Grow

MISSION:
Together We’re 
Empowering 

Catholic Men to 
Live Their Faith at 

Home, in Their 
Parish, and in 

Their Community.

Adopt a Widow Program 
Berny Saletel     507-259-8498 (text or leave msg)     bjncsal@yahoo.com   

The council selects a coordinator who develops a list of widows of deceased Brother Knights.  
A member from the council “adopts” a widow and offers caring contact, support (rides, etc.), 
and in some cases, manual labor if requested. This Knight agrees to consistently maintain 
ongoing communications with the widow.  Say a prayer for her.  Certainly she grieves for her 
loss, and offering a prayer of condolence would be appropriate; ask what it is that she would 
like you to pray for.  Tell us what you have done and lets share ideas in a later edition.  The 
program's purpose is to carry out Blessed McGivney’s calling to care for the widows of the 
Order.

More info can be found in past editions of the Knightly News.
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Free Our Sons: 
Fathers Leading Their Sons to Live Porn Free

Our sons need someone to guide them to live free of pornography.  The Free Our Sons 
course and workshop can help you be that person for your son.  Freedom to Love is 
offering an online course that will help you guide your sons to live a life free of por-
nography and the sexual sin that comes with it.  Fathers will learn practical strategies 
and methods to help their sons.  Your council can also host an in-person workshop at 
your parish.  Learn more at www.freedomtolove.org

The Importance of 
Reviewing ALL of your 

Insurance Policies 
Regularly

Our Knights of Columbus Agents 
are trained to make sure to help you 
with a plan, to make sure your    
family knows who to call and what 
to expect.
Do yourself and your family a favor 
and call us for a review today. We 
will not only go over your policies 
but also other companies’ polices 
and how those work. The last thing 
your loved ones need is a surprise 
during the saddest of times.

General Agent Joe Remer
161 Main Ave W

PO BOX 100
Winsted MN

Office: (320) 485-2202     
Cell: (612) 272-8635 
joe.remer@kofc.org

General Agent Lloyd Cybart
1301 E Cliff Rd, Suite 110 

Burnsville MN 55337 
Office: (952) 686-7720

Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org

The Catholic 
Difference

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values 
Ethical Sales & 

Investing
Service to the Church 
and the Community

Looking for a Career change, 
check out the Knights of 

Columbus
A Career Unlike Any Other - YouTube

Insurance Message From Your GA’s
Is there a gap between the insurance coverage you have and the insurance coverage 
you need?  Maybe you wonder about this every once in a while, before putting it out of 
mind.  Or maybe you don’t think about it all.  But September is Life Insurance Aware-
ness Month, so I think it’s important to bring this question up now.
According to the most recent Insurance Study performed by the Life Insurance Mar-
keting and Research Association (“LIMRA”), 40 percent of American adults say they 
need life insurance or need to obtain more life insurance coverage.1 That’s a lot of 
people wondering, “What if?”  What if you need more?  What if you’re not prepared 
for the unexpected?
Let’s explore some situations in which you might need to fill an insurance gap:
Young adults. — If you’re getting group coverage through your employer, consider 
what will happen if your job situation changes.  That coverage is not likely to follow 
you.  The good news is, buying your own life insurance is generally more affordable 
the younger you are, so don’t miss the opportunity to lock in coverage now.
Those with accrued debt. — Life insurance can help ensure money is available to pay 
off any debts, such as student loans or a mortgage, without forcing your loved ones to 
sell assets or inherit a financial obligation.
Those who are married. — Many married couples share financial responsibilities.  If 
one spouse dies, the other could struggle to cover those expenses alone.  Life insurance 
can help provide security for the unknown.
Those with children. — Life insurance helps protect children in case of tragedy.  It 
ensures they would be able to maintain their standard of living, stay in their home, help 
cover childcare or schooling and eventually go to a secondary education option, if de-
sired.
Small business owners. — You built your business — now protect it.  Life insurance 
can help with estate planning, final expenses, and ensuring your business would oper-
ate if the unexpected happens.
There are many reasons why you may need life insurance protection, and I’m here to 
help you find the coverage that matches your needs.  Don’t wait — ensuring you and 
your family are protected can be quicker and easier than you may imagine.  Set up 
time to meet with us, and we will start the process together.  Thank you!
12025 Insurance Barometer Study, LIMRA

2026 State 
Hockey 

Challenge
The 2026 State Hockey is 
Saturday April 18, 2026.  
Be sure to check out the 

video on Supreme's 
YouTube channel of the 
2025 MN State Hockey 

Challenge.
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State Officers
IPSD David Whatmuff
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
State Treasurer Joe George
State Advocate Jim Terwedo
State Warden Michael Bass Smith

State Deputy
Bou Gazley

State Administrative Assistant
PSD Greg van der Hagen

State Program Director
Stan Nordin

Intellectual Disabilities (T/R)
Dan Irvin/Dennis Arel

Jim Campbell/Pennies
Al Kempf/Mark Glatzel

Charitable Gambling
https://mn.gov/gcb/

State Softball Tournament
Cary Rentschler

State Bowling Tournament
Chuck Loso

Awards
Mike Heinen

State Camporee
Roger Coudron

Family Director
Dennis Cummings

Food for Families
Ray Martin

Family of the Month/Year
Terry Meyers

Keep Christ in Christmas
Jeremy Hadash

Family Fully Alive
Dennis Cummings

Consecration to the Holy Family
Arnie Stenzel

Family Week
Dennis Cummings

Family Prayer Night
Dennis Cummings

Good Friday Family Promo
Dennis Cummings

Vocations & RSVP
Dave DuPaul

Pilgrim Icon
Dan Sawyer

Rosary
Kevin Ahlers

Holy Hour
Chuck Haselkamp

Faith Director
Orville Fillbrandt

Into the Breach
Orville Fillbrandt

Domestic Church Kiosk
Dennis Cummings

Spiritual Reflection
Arnie Stenzel

Sacramental Gifts
Arnie Stenzel

March for Life
Mike Peplinski

Ultrasound
Jim Lee

Special Olympics
Dan Irvin

Christian Relief Fund
Larry Mader

Life Director
Dr. John Loes

Silver Rose
Larry Mader

Mass for People w/ Special Needs
Arnie Stenzel

Pregnancy Center Support
Dr. John Loes

Novena for Life
Arnie Stenzel

Aid & Support After Pregnancy
Paul Aeschliman

Coats for Kids
Jeremy Hadash

Global Wheelchair Mission
Gary Roeick

Habitat for Humanity
Don Trudeau

Disaster Preparedness
Larry Schwenk

Free Throw Championship
Kevin Ahlers

Soccer Challenge
Rodney Tholen

Community Director
Mike Penas

Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest
Tom Jirele

Helping Hands/Mary’s Meals/
Box of Joy

Jeff Bagniewski

Hockey Challenge
Jeremy Hadash

State Chaplain
Fr. Brian Lynch

Assoc. State Chaplain
Fr. Chuck Huck
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Ethnic Membership
SW Michael Bass Smith

Eastern Rite Outreach
FA Andre Estovez

Star Tracker
Gary Rieland

HS/College Councils
Jason Palo

State Membership Director
PSD Bob Penas

Recruitment
Joe Bertram

Member Engagement
Lonnie Spaeth

Round Table
ST Joe George

Online Membership
IPSD Dave Whatmuff

Council Retention
SS Jesse Kosloski

Council Reactivation
ST Joe George

New Council Development
GA Lloyd Cybart

Diocesan EFF Chairmen
Clergy Liaison - Fr. Brian Lynch
Archdiocese - IPSD Dave Whatmuff

- Patrick Farrelly
Crookston - PSD Craig Larson
Duluth Deacon - Carl Provost
St. Cloud - Mark Glatzel
New Ulm -
Winona/Rochester - Arnie Stenzel

Diocesan EFF Director
IPSD Dave Whatmuff

Diocesan Membership & 
Program Coordinators

Archdiocese - Orville Fillbrandt
- Dennis Cummings

Crookston - Robert Wagenman
Duluth - Duane Swanson
St. Cloud - Charles Haselkamp
New Ulm - Mario DeSouza
Winona/Rochester - Mike Timm

State Forms
SW Michael Bass Smith

Training
SD Bou Gazley

IT - AV & Web Technology
PSD Greg van der Hagen

IPSD Dave Whatmuff

PR/Social Media
Jeremy Hadash

Fraternalism
Mark Glatzel

Fr. McGivney Guild
PSD Phil Harter

Diocesan Men’s Conferences
PSD Bob Penas

Ceremonials
DM Don Trudeau

Insurance Liaison
GA Lloyd Cybart

Knightly News Editor
PSD Bob Penas

Hospitality
Joe Couette

State Officers
IPSD David Whatmuff
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
State Treasurer Joe George
State Advocate Jim Terwedo
State Warden Michael Bass Smith

State Deputy
Bou Gazley

State Administrative Assistant
PSD Greg van der Hagen

State Chaplain
Fr. Brian Lynch

Assoc. State Chaplain
Fr. Chuck Huck



Paul Haik
612-333-7400

Patrick Glenski
507-271-2183

Joe Vandermark
612-819-9164

Joe Bertram
320-249-5003

Jason Palo
612-716-4636

Ross Holmes
63-234-7834

· KC Members

· Wives

· Children

· and immediate 
family members 
of a deceased 
Knights if the 
Knight was in 
good standing at 
the time of death. 

Eligibility of 
Applicants

· 3.75% Fixed      
interest rate.

· Interest        
accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed.

· No payments 
required until  
completion of 
BS/BA Degree.

· No credit 
checks.

Terms
Loan 

Amounts

$4,000.00
Vo-Tech

Freshman
Sophomore

Junior 
Senior
Grad       

Student

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 
is a designated 501(C)(3) Non-Profit corporation and your          
personal donation is tax deductible.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc

PO Box 126
Belle Plaine, MN  56011

KC Student 
Loan Board

All Seminarians and religious vocations 
may borrow money to complete their         
vocational studies free of interest.  Upon 
ordination, a Priest, Brother or Nun will 
have one year of his or her loan forgiven 
for each year they remain in their vocation.

Administrator:
Michael J. Daly
952-873-2213

Email:
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Contact  
InformationSeminarians & Religious Vocations

Support this Program



For Family
For Community

For GOD!
Become a 

Knight of Columbus 
TODAY!

Kofc.org/joinus
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