
State Chaplain 
Fr. Brian Lynch
(651) 968-7360
statechaplain@mnknights.org
Assoc. State Chaplain 
Fr. Chuck Huck
(218) 329-6572
associatechaplain@mnknights.org
State Deputy Bou Gazley
(507) 259-7851
statedeputy@mnknights.org
IPSD David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997     
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
(218) 330-5648 
statesecretary@mnknights.org 
State Treasurer Joe George
(651) 253-3112    
statetreasurer@mnknights.org 
State Advocate James Terwedo 
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 
State Warden Michael Bass Smith
(952) 207-6120
statewarden@mnknights.org 
District Master Don Trudeau
(612) 749-2982
master@mnknights.org
State Membership Director Bob Penas
(320) 761-0488
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com
State Ethnic Membership Director 
Michael Bass Smith
(507) 201-5500
ethnicmembershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Program Director Stan Nordin
(763) 333-6442
programdirector@mnknights.org
Administrative Assistant 
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
Editors Bob & Peni Penas 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Monthly Dedication  
This month of July is dedicated to the Precious Blood of Jesus.  May we pay fitting 
honor to the precious Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, Redeemer of the world, that by 
its power we can be protected against the evils of our present life so that we may en-
joy its everlasting fruit in heaven.  

Precious Blood of Jesus … Save us, and the whole world!
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“What is your why?”

K of C Safe Environment Program 
youthleader@kofc.org

(203) 800-4940

Supreme FS Hotline
Member Management & Billing Questions 

(203) 752-4210     
ExpertFS@KofC.org

Let’s Turn Up 
the Heat on 
Membership 

Recruitment and 
Watch Our Level 
of Service Rise 
Along with the 
Level of New 

Members

1,090 New 
Members

0 New Members

Membership 
Measure

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Join us for an Informative 
and Exciting Training Opportunity 

July 10 - 17

Supreme Fraternal Trainer 
will include:

· an FBE (pending agent availability)

· tips on finding council leadership
· tips on finding new members
· answers to FS questions
· answers to any other questions 

you want to bring to the table

Each training begins at 7 p.m.
Locations and dates below

Make sure you join us!!!
You will not be disappointed!!!

Thursday, July 10 – St. Cloud Diocese 
(KC Hall; 722 6th Ave E; Alexandria)

Sunday, July 13 - Duluth Diocese 
(St. Raphael’s; 5779 Seville Rd, Duluth)

Monday, July 14 - Crookston Diocese 
(Holy Rosary; 1043 Lake Ave, Detroit Lakes)

Tuesday, July 15 – New Ulm Diocese 
(Holy Redeemer Church; 503 W Lyon St, Marshall)

Wednesday, July 16 – Winona-
Rochester Diocese
(St. John Vianney Catholic Church Hall;
901 South Prairie Avenue, Fairmont)

Thursday, July 17 – Archdiocese 
(7700 France Ave, Edina)
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Sample Recruitment 
Parish Bulletin Announcement

Lead With Faith
Protect Your Family

Serve Others
Defend Your Values

Become a Knight 
Join Us Today

KofC.org/JoinUs

Memoriam
Please pray for our deceased 

Brother Knights and their 
families

St. Paul Cathedral Council 14752
Timothy Gautreaux

Spicer Council 13529
William Burggraff

Cedar Council 9585
Terry Daniel Iverson

St. Joseph Council 7057
Allen Ehlert
Harold Brinkman

St. Benedicts Council 8337
Jerry Lapcinski

Wright-Hennepin Council 4174
William Daleiden

Report Deceased Brother 
Knights to Fraternalism 
Director Mark Glatzel

34 1st Ave NE
St. Joseph MN 56374

(320) 267-1485
markglatzel64@gmail.com

Please report deceased members 
of your council to him.  Include 
the deceased Brother Knight’s 
name, date of death, council 
number, town, next of kin, and if 
he was 4th Degree, a former DD, 
a past State Officer, etc.  
Remember, the council FS needs 
to file a Form 100 informing 
Supreme of each member’s 
death.   This is also how he is 
removed from the mailing lists 
for newsletters.

Whys
State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch     

statechaplain@mnknights.(651) 968-7360
At our state convention, Worthy State Deputy Bou Gazley asked us, 
“What’s your why?”  Why are you, individually, a Knight of Columbus? 
Each of us has at least an initial why, that is, the reason we joined the 
Knights.  My own initial why was rather practical and uninspiring; I rec-
ognized that as a parish priest it would be advantageous to belong to the 
men’s organization that contributed so much to the parish.  I encourage you to identify 
your own initial why, regardless of its inspirational value.
There are, however, other whys.  There are whys that have caused us to remain active in 
the Knights for ten, twenty, thirty years, or more.  There are whys that have caused us to 
take on leadership roles in our councils and assemblies.  These whys are worth identifying 
too, and may be more inspiring than our initial whys.
I have a new why.  While at Supreme in New Haven, Damien O’Connor, Vice-President 
of Evangelization and Faith Formation, told a story of a woman whose father had just 
died.  She not only drove a considerable distance from Connecticut to One Columbus Pla-
za in New Haven, but also managed to talk her way past security.  When she was intro-
duced to Damien she said something like this: “I want to thank you for Knights of Colum-
bus.  My father just died, and the Knights allowed my dad to be a hero.  I just had to tell 
someone here that.”  Then she simply left.
Each and every Catholic man deserves to be a hero for someone, especially fathers for 
their children.  As Knights, we can help men become the heroes their families, parishes, 
and communities need.  That’s my new why.

Jesus Lives!
Viva Cristo Rey!

Vivat Jesus!

Why Cor?
Director of Evangelization and Faith Formation PSD David Whatmuff  

(763) 772-2997     dwhatmuff@gmail.com

Why Cor?
Cor offers men an opportunity to deepen their faith and support one another.  Each Cor 
Fellowship Group gathers with a purpose: to encourage, to challenge, and to inspire, help-
ing one another live out the teachings of Jesus in daily life.  As brothers in Christ, men 
draw closer to God and one another through shared prayer, scripture study, and meaning-
ful discussion that opens their hearts to His Heart.
Join a Cor Fellowship Group
Joining a Cor fellowship group is an invitation to step into a supportive community dedi-
cated to forging a closer relationship with Jesus Christ and your brothers.
Become a Cor Leader
No Cor group at your council?  Each GK is encouraged to appoint a Director of Evangeli-
zation and Faith Formation (EFF) who will play a vital role in building a Cor group where 
faith can flourish.  If you’re interested in guiding others, sharing your own faith journey, 
and fostering a space of trust and inspiration, consider volunteering.  The Knights offer 
training and resources to help you create a welcoming and transformative environment.  
Answer the call and make a difference in the lives of your brothers by leading with com-
passion and faith.
Content Resources for Cor Groups
To support our leaders, we provide a range of resources that bring faith to life in practical 
ways.  Some is available at the Supreme website, kofc.org/cor, and our State website 
mnknights.org/cor, but we also have an agreement with the Augustine Institute that pro-
vides free access to their FORMED material.  From scripture studies and prayer guides to 
multimedia content, these resources are designed to enrich Cor group discussions and in-
spire deeper reflection.  This material is created with the goal of nurturing a faith that 
transforms hearts and encourages members to live out their beliefs. Contact us 
at cor@mnknights.org for details.
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What’s Your Why?
State Deputy Bou Gazley

statedeputy@mnknights.org     (507) 259-7851
As my first year as State Deputy comes to an end and we start upon 
another fraternal year, I reflect back on this past year with excitement 
and regret. I am excited for the great Coats for Kids campaign that we 
did. I am excited for all the councils that have taken up the call to start 
Cor in their parishes. I am excited that the Order continues to grow 
across the United States.
While there are numerous things to be excited about, I also have some regrets. We will 
miss our intake goal by about 200 members this year. What could we have done to get 
in a few more brother Knights? Does everyone know the fraternal benefits we of-
fer? Do we continue to ask and share about the Knights of Columbus? This brings me 
to the theme for this coming year in Minnesota. WHAT’S YOUR WHY? Why did you 
join the Knights of Columbus? Why do you volunteer for the things that you do? Why 
should someone join us? When we are inviting people to join the Knights of Colum-
bus, we need to always try to find their WHY. What’s in it for them or what do we 
have to offer them personally? WHAT’S YOUR WHY?
Another regret I have from my first year is our pitiful rate of councils completing their 
Safe Environment requirements. It’s almost like we don’t care about the safety of our 
youth. I know that is not the case, but our numbers of councils completing their re-
quirements certainly tells a different story.
My goals for this year are to get in 200 more members that we did last year, and all that 
takes is all of us asking more people and showing them the WHY. I also want to get all 
of our council Safe Environment trained. I don’t think this is a hard ask, just an hour or 
so of a couple of council leaders’ time. Why is this so difficult?
Finally, I want to point out a great opportunity coming up July 10 - 17! We have the 
great opportunity to have a Fraternal Trainer coming to Minnesota from Supreme. He 
resides in Canada and has promised us a very informative and exciting training oppor-
tunity. Please see the locations and dates that this training will be coming to your area 
and make every effort to attend. You will not be disappointed!
Vivat Jesus!

Minnesota K of C 
Student Loan Fund

Contact Brother Knight 
Mike Daly

(952) 873-2213 
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

(See page 16 for more info)

Online 
Membership 

KofC.org/JoinUs
A great option for those gentle-
men who want to help out with 
the big picture and learn more 
about us and those who aren’t 

ready yet to join a 
local council.

The perfect answer to, 
“I don’t have the time to join 

right now.”

For more information, contact 
PSD David Whatmuff     

(763) 772-2997     
dwhatmuff@gmail.com

What does it take to 
effectively promote 

your council?
State PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash

jhbargains80@gmail.com

Effectively promoting your 
council can be the key to being 
successful in all areas.         
Recruiting, programs, and       
fraternal benefits all make your 
council function, but how you 
advertise them keeps it           
thriving. 

RESPONDING TO ARGUMENTS FOR ABORTION
Tough circumstances (assuming that the unborn don’t count)

Suppose that someone says that abortion is necessary because many pregnant women 
experience poverty, relationship trauma and other serious difficulties.
To demonstrate that the argument doesn’t justify abortion, we can do what author Scott 
Klusendorf calls “trotting out the toddler.” The idea is to consider whether the argu-
ment would work to justify the killing of a toddler (or some other already-born 
human being). If a parent of a toddler  faces pover ty and a broken relationship, 
and does not feel able to afford and take care of the child, would killing or abandoning 
the toddler be justified?
No, of course not—because the toddler is a valuable human being. But if the unborn 
child is also a valuable human being, like the toddler, then killing him/her in those 
same circumstances isn’t justified either!
Many (or even most) arguments for abortion are like this. They only make sense if un-
born children don’t count as valuable human beings. But that’s precisely the matter at 
issue in the abortion debate. While making sure to agree with the other person about the 
hardship women often experience, you can “trot out the toddler” to direct the conversa-
tion to the key question: Does the unborn child count as one of us? If so, then she/he 
deserves protection, and we should respond to the difficult circumstances women face 
with real solutions – compassionate, practical support and alternatives to abortion—
rather than the violence of ending a child’s life.

This was taken from the MCCL News and reprinted with permission.



On Par for Star  
Need help with recruitment?  Contact your DD, your field agent, State Membership Director 

Bob Penas, or State Ethnic Membership Director Michael Bass Smith.  
They will be glad to assist you.  Your success is their first priority.

Do you have enough programs?  Need new ideas?  Contact your DD, one of our program 
chairmen, or State Program Director Stan Nordin. 

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!  Be amazed by what you and your council 
can accomplish as you open the doors to Christ as we Pray, Love, and Grow!  Vivat Jesus!

Fr. Michael 
McGivney Guild 

Chairman Phil Harter
pcharter@comcast.net

Please join the 
Fr. McGivney Guild, and 

support his cause for 
canonization.  

To sign up, please visit 
www.fathermcgivney.org/

An Honor 
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Chuck Huck     

associatechaplain@mnkights.org
Greetings Brother Knights,
It is an honor to receive the appointment to serve with the Minnesota State 
Knights of Columbus.  When Bishop Cozzens contacted me regarding the 
position of associate chaplain, and then chaplain, my first response was to tell 
him I would pray about it.  I made two phone calls, one to Father Raul Perez-
Cobo and the other to Father Joe Richards; both have served as state chaplain in the past.  Both 
told me, “You will love it.  The Knights are a wonderful organization, and it is rewarding to 
serve at the state level.”  I am honored and excited.
My journey to becoming a priest, was not the ordinary route.  I was raised in Moorhead, MN.  I 
attended St. John's Preparatory High School on the campus of St. John's University in Col-
legeville.  After graduation in 1972, I worked at the Holiday Inn Moorhead; there I met a won-
derful young lady named Valerie.  We married, had four children naturally, and adopted three 
(a sibling group) for a total of seven.  I am a grandfather to fifteen and a great-grandfather to 
one.  I loved being married and being a dad.  After a 5-year battle with ovarian cancer, Valerie 
passed away in 2000.  When my children were out of high school, I entered seminary and was 
ordained a Catholic priest in 2006.  I love being a priest.
I served in the Crookston Diocese in three different parish clusters — retiring in June 2024, at 
the age of seventy.  In retirement, I enjoy substituting in many parishes, in many locations, cel-
ebrating all the sacraments without administrative work. I was able to join Food For The Poor
as a traveling speaker.  My task for FFTP is to sub for priests and present a message of invita-
tion to assist the poor in many ways and areas.  I am a storyteller and look forward to sharing 
stories of life and love, but especially about seeing Jesus working in the world. 

I look forward to serving 
and helping continue the grand tradition of the Knights of Columbus. 

Blessings on your day! 
Vivat Jesus!
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Share Your 
Council 

Activities!!!
Send Photos and Articles 

to bobpenas
@broadband-mn.com

Help us to Pray, 
Grow, and Love 
Together as we 
Serve Together 

Doing God Works!

Prayer
Formation
Fraternity

Men Need Cor
For more information or 

to schedule a 
presentation about Cor, 

contact  Director of 
Evangelization and 

Faith Formation PSD 
David Whatmuff  
(763) 772-2997     

dwhatmuff@gmail.com

2025 Coats for Kids News & Notes
Ordering will be available online in mid-late July. Order minimum is 2 cases. Please plan your 
order budget and get ready to order. On the order form this year, there will be numerous re-
quired fields. Fill them in correctly. Your order will not be processed if the entry is too gener-
ic. For example, when we ask for distribution location, don’t just type the word “church” --
please give the exact name of the parish. Also, pricing has increased for the cases this 
year. Once I have processed your order, checking that every piece of information is there, I 
will e-mail you instructions for making the payment to the state. If you do not receive an e-
mail from me within one week of your submission date, it is possible it got lost somewhere, so 
please contact me. Your distribution date must be planned for October 18th or later. Ordering 
deadline is Labor Day (September 1st).  Chairman Jeremy Hadash   jhbargains80@gmail.com

2026 State Hockey Challenge
Mark your calendars! The 2026 State Hockey Challenge will be held on Saturday April 11, 
2026. Plan your council competitions. The competitions can be held any time between now 
and March 31st. Send your score sheets from your 1st place winners and runners-up to me for 
the 2026 State Hockey Challenge. More details will be forthcoming as the event gets closer.



File Your Council 
Paperwork!

This helps the State Council 
and the Supreme Council 
send information to council 
leadership, monitor the 
health of your council, keep 
up-to-date with what is hap-
pening in your council, see 
where we need to improve,  
offer assistance, make 
changes, and much more. 
We are here to help your  
council succeed and contin-
ue to grow and improve.  

Use Proper 
K of C Branding
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     

jhbargains80@gmail.com

Use the emblem of the 
Order correctly, and use 

the correct emblem.  
Tips can be found on 
kofc.org/en/brand-

assets 
and in the latest 

edition of the Publicity 
and Public Relations 

Guide.  
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Supreme RGD’s Corner
Regional Growth Director Ray Lopez     
ray.lopez@kofc.org (203) 444-2921

Brothers,
We are at the passing of the baton (commonly know as the end of the fraternal 
year). For those who achieved Supreme and personal goals, it is a time of cele-
bration. For those who did not, it is a time of reflection. But this time is 
short. I cannot remember the coach, but when asked how he was going to spend the spring 
after he won the Super Bowl, he replied, "By getting ready to get back into the Super 
Bowl." This should be us as the year ends; we should be thinking about what we did well and 
how to make it better and what we did wrong and how can we fix it.
Which councils did well? How can you pass their tips for success on to struggling coun-
cils? How fast can we get a struggling council off the ground and running well again? Push 
these councils to do a summer program and invite a new member.
DD's, remember to attend your councils' summer meetings, and be prepared to pass on the in-
formation you learned at the organizational meeting in July. Start yourself and them off right!
Brothers, the winds of change have blown, and I have been reassigned to other jurisdic-
tions. Manitoba, Missouri, and Iowa are my new jurisdictions. This will be my last newsletter 
article, and I want to say THANK YOU for all your hard work, the hospitality shown to me, 
and your willingness to let me serve you. I believe Minnesota will achieve great thing in the 
future, and it has been an honor to serve you. May god bless you all.

Knights Need Programs, but Programs Need Knights  REMEMBER: 
Every  council 
activity is an 

opportunity to 
evangelize and 

invite other men 
to join us in doing 

God’s work 
here on earth!  

Continue to Grow 
the Order, 

and increase 
our capacity 

to do God work!

Regional Membership Cup
May 31st Standings

Remember, I promised last month “with May and June numbers still to come, it’s anybody’s 
race”?  Well, we have another change in the leader!  The Duluth Diocese, under a new con-
sultant this year, Duane Swanson, has made a huge 10% jump in May to sweep past last 
month’s leaders, and now is ahead of Orville’s Archdiocese by almost 4%!

Jeff’s Winona Region, and Dennis Cummings’ half of the Archdiocese are battling for third 
place, neck and neck, only a short distance back.  These four are all within that same 10%, so 
with June numbers still to come, it’s still anybody’s race!

Mario’s New Ulm Region leads the trailing group further behind, just a nose ahead of Rob-
ert’s Crookston Region, with Dennis Boeckers’ St. Cloud Region at the back.

Watch out for more excitement as we cross the finish line later this month!  (If you’re reading 
this in the July Newsletter, check the website).  As always, I encourage GK’s to check their 
Prospect list for Online Members assigned to their council, these can make the difference be-
tween positions in the RMC and success or failure in achieving STAR council!

District 48, led by DD John Short, still heads the race for leading District, now at 43 new 
members, with a group of 6 districts in the 30’s.  Only 1 district has no council recruiting, and 
18 districts have 4 or more councils recruiting!



St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member 

or friend serving in the military?  
Request a St. Michael Medal 

to be sent to them from 
our State Chaplain.

There is no cost to you or the 
military service person.  

The military person does not 
need to be a man, a Knight of  

Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in 
the military, their rank, branch 
of service, and address to State 
Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch.  He 

will send the medal and a prayer 
card directly to the serviceman/

woman.  
Please email your requests to: 
statechaplain@mnknights.org 
Prayers from our Minnesota 
Knights’ families are very 

important to our military men 
and women.  Continue to pray 

for them and their safety. 

Choose a Knight of 
the Month Each & 

Every Month!
Select a Knight to honor each 
month.  Publish it in your 
council newsletter and present 
him with a Knight of 
the Month certificate.  
Choose a Knight of 
the Year from these 
gentlemen, and use 
this program on 
Form SP-7. 

VIRTUAL CEREMONIES 
Ceremonials Director Don Trudeau    truknightsfs@comcast.net     (612) 749-2982

Exemplification Schedule:  
https://mnknights.org/event_category/degree-schedules/

Virtual Degree Registration:   
https://mnknights.org/registration-for-a-scheduled-exemplification/

If you wish to form a ceremonials team and you need help, 
please contact the CD Don or visit the ceremonials website at 

https://mnknights.org/exemplifications/    
for more information!!

Welcome to Another Fraternal Year!!
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski

statesecretary@mnknights.org     jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
(218) 330-5648

Congratulations to all the councils that achieved STAR Council for 2024-
2025!! Congratulations also to the district deputies who achieved Star Dis-
trict!!!
Thank you to everyone who has worked hard to improve their faith, their family, their 
church, their community, and their state. We appreciate everything you have done to help 
make the Knights of Columbus the best fraternal organization in the world.
PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE! Don't stop working! Just because we finished a year, we 
don't get to take a break. No, we still have work to do.
Please keep your council active, and don't take the summer off. Plan a family picnic and in-
corporate a Fraternal Benefit Event into it. Invite your field agent or general agent, and ask 
them to give a brief talk about all of the benefits of the wonderful products they provide as 
well as the benefits that every Knight and their family receive just by being a Knight.
Please get your 185 (Officers Chosen for Term) and 365 (Service Program Personnel Report) 
done and submitted to Supreme and your DD. Every district has a DD assigned to it this 
year, thanks to State Deputy Bou Gazley. Some of these positions are filled with state offic-
ers and senior staff. They are there to ensure communication happens between our councils 
and Supreme and State. Those Knights will also be looking for someone local to the district 
to take over as DD. If your council is in one of those districts, please consider taking up the 
DD role. It doesn't take a lot of time, and is very rewarding. As DD, your mileage is reim-
bursed to attend council meetings, district meetings, and the three state council meetings 
(Organizational Meeting in July, Midyear Meeting in December, and State Convention in 
May). If you are interested in becoming a DD, please contact State Deputy Bou with your 
questions.
Once the reports are all submitted, the next step is to ensure that your council is Safe Envi-
ronment Compliant. This is extremely important not only to protect our youth and vulnera-
ble adults, but also to protect our local councils, churches, and communities. If a situation 
happens (God forbid) your council could be in some serious legal trouble if you are not com-
pliant. Training is required for: Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Director, and Com-
munity Director. Training is a three part process, and all three parts must be complet-
ed. Family and Community Directors also need a simple background check (Social Security 
number and Driver License information is required and inputted on a secure and confiden-
tial site).
Please stay active in your families, churches, communities, and state. We all know there is a 
lot of work to do to fulfill Blessed Father McGivney's (and our) mission of protecting the 
widows and orphans, our families, our Church, our communities, and our state, as well as 
growing in our faith.
Please invite one more Catholic man then you did last year to join the Knights of Colum-
bus. We, as Brother Knights, each need help to improve our individual faith, our Church, 
our communities, and our state.
This year will be GREAT!!
Vivat Jesus!
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REMEMBER:  
Every  council 
activity is an 

opportunity to 
evangelize and 

invite other men 
to join us in doing 
God’s work here 

on earth!  



Remember, we need to support our seminarians. They are the    fu-
ture of the Catholic Church here in Minnesota. Councils, please 
sponsor at least one seminarian through the RSVP program.  Ask 
your diocese for a list of seminarians you can help support. To 
stretch your RSVP funds, remember that for every $500 given to an 

individual, the Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly $100 up to a maximum 
of $400 per individual supported.  Don’t forget to provide your “adopted” seminarians or 
religious aspirants with moral support and prayers for their success. More information can 
be found at 

www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/rsvp.html#/

RSVP 

File your Council 
990-N e-Postcard 
to Maintain your 

Council’s 
Tax-exempt 

Status

Roundtables
A roundtable exists to support 
the needs and interests of the 

local parish and priest.  
For more information or 

assistance with roundtables, 
contact Chairman Joe George
joe.george.9905@gmail.com

(651) 253-3112   New Council Development 
Chairman GA Lloyd Cybart

(952) 686-7720
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org

Have an idea on where a council is needed?
Give me a call. We’ll work on starting one up!
Are you serving multiple parishes with more than 

200 families?  Let’s talk.  Blessed McGivney's 
plan was to have a council in every parish.  

Let’s make that happen in Minnesota.

The Affiliate 
Membership Program

MN Affiliate Membership 
Coordinator Lonnie Spaeth     

lspaeth@newulmtel.net    
(507) 276-2851
Contact Lonnie 

with your questions 
or for more information

A New Beginning
State Treasurer Joe George

statetreasurer@mnknights.org     joe.george.9905@gmail.com     
(651) 253-3112  

Well, here we are right back at the beginning of a brand new fraternal 
year. Let’s think about how your council did last year. Did they have all 
the officers needed for the 185? Did they have all the program directors for 
the 365? Did they invite enough new members to join in the work of Fr 
McGivney? How about the 1295 audits? Did they both get done? How about the ever-
popular Safe Environment Training? Everyone loves that one. Honestly, you should. Not 
only does the Safe Environment Training help keep the youth who participate in our pro-
grams safe, it also helps keep your council safe from lawsuits. Let’s face it, we don’t live in 
the Little House of the Prairie world any more, do we? It’s a twisted up, messed up world 
out there. There is still hope. More and more people are coming back to the Church these 
days. Who will be there to lead them in the right direction? Well, The Knights of Columbus 
will be, of course, with our Cor programs helping to strengthen the faith of our men of the 
parish who will lead their families in the right direction. That’s just for starters. 
Ultimately, did your council earn Star Council this past year? If not, ask yourself where they 
fell short. Was it programs or membership? Well now that July is here, you can get a jump 
on the new fraternal year. Look back and try and find ways to improve the things that didn’t 
work out so well last year. 
THINGS TO REMEMBER: When you do a program, before you even start planning, think 
about how Fr. McGivney would have done it back in 1882 when they started. Those first 
men joined because of what they did. Then, once you have a plan and hold your program/
event, fill out the 10784 report form. When it’s submitted, you and the GK will each get a 
copy. Put them all in a folder throughout the year so when you fill out the SP-7 Columbian 
Award in June, you won’t have far to look. 

If you need help with anything, feel free to reach out to any state officer or DD. 
We will do anything we can to help your council.

Remember, WWFMD -- What Would Fr. McGivney Do?
Thanks for all you do for the Knights.

God Bless!     Keep the Faith!     Strive for Excellence!
Vivat Jesus!
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Dial a Knight 
Birthday 
Initiative 

Each Knight  
Receives a Call 
on His Birthday 
from his Grand 
Knight to Check 
In & Wish Him 
Happy Birthday

Why?????
Promotes 
Fraternity

Keeps Council 
Records 

Up-to-date
Lets Each Broth-

er Know How 
Important He is 
to Your Council



Family of 
the Month 

Congratulations to 
all Family of the 
Month Winners!

Choose a Family of 
the Month every 

month.  Honor your council’s 
families and show them their 
dedication and the example 
they set is greatly appreciated.  
Present them with a Family of 
the Month certificate!  Enter 
them in Supreme’s contest!  
One MN family is selected 
each month.  
Submissions must be complet-
ed online using Fraternal      
Programs Report Form #10784.  
It is found by going onto 
kofc.org and choosing Pro-
grams under the What We Do 
menu.  Click on resources and 
the link to the form is listed on 
that page.  You enter your 
member number and last name 
and Supreme will email you a 
link (at the email you have on 
file with Supreme).  

Questions?  
Contact Chairman 

Terry Meyer
terryandjan64@gmail.com

(763) 786-7982

Choose a Family of the 
Year from your Families 
of the Month and use this 
program on Form SP-7.

Pregnancy Resource Center Support and 
Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP) Program

Chairman Jeremy Hadash     
jhbargains80@gmail.com      

(763) 325-5840
Pregnancy resource centers remain on the front lines of serving our country’s most 

vulnerable populations, and Knights of Columbus councils and assemblies have always 
been a critical support for them.  This continues under our Faith in Action programs.

Contact me for more details or check out the articles in our past newsletters.

MN Knightly News  
July 2025

page 8

Well Organized Membership Committee = Success!!!
3

Membership Director Bob Penas     bobpenas@broadband-mn.com    (320) 761-0488
We all want our councils to prosper and to continue to serve our parishes and communities 
for years to come.  The only way we can do that is by inviting new members to share their 
time, talent, and ideas.  How do we do that?
The first and perhaps most important step is to set up a successful membership program by 
organizing your membership committee.  The key is to ensure that these important positions 
are filled and appointees are dedicated and enthusiastic Knights.

¨ The grand knight appoints a membership director to oversee all membership programs 
and recruitment activities

¨ Upon recommendation of the membership director, the grand knight appoints a  mem-
bership committee of three or more Knights -- select successful recruiters or              
sales-oriented members

¨ The membership director and recruitment committee members form two-man                
recruitment teams

¨ The grand knight, upon recommendation of the membership director, appoints a               
retention chairman and committee

¨ The grand knight appoints an insurance promotion chairman, preferably the council’s 
insurance agent

¨ The membership director, committee chairmen, and committees set goals and plan           
specific recruitment, retention, and insurance promotion activities for the entire year

¨ Plan a full schedule of exemplifications
¨ Identify and schedule recruitment methods that best suit the council’s needs and goals: 

church drives, open houses, team recruiting, etc. — don’t forget to approach your pastor 
for parish rosters for potential Knights

¨ Set membership goals (exceed quota, achieve Star Council, break previous council          
recruitment record, etc.)

¨ Get the ENTIRE council involved -- those who don’t recruit directly can identify/suggest 
prospects

If you need help, contact your District Deputy, Diocesan Coordinators, or me.  We are here 
to help you be successful.
Next month we will talk about who and how to recruit.  Remember free online membership 
at kofc.org/join

What is Your Council Doing? 
State PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     

jhbargains80@gmail.com

What programs has your council done recently?   
How successful were they?  

As we look into future, what programs do you have coming up?  
Please send me the answers to these questions, your information, and any event pictures you may have.  

ALSO NOTE:  I plan and schedule postings a week out at a time.  Please keep this in mind when sending me items 
to post on the State social media.  



Support Our Seminarians RSVP
RSVP Chairman Dave DuPaul     

wbd846@webtv.net
(612) 760-0680

Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with our priests and religious.  Through RSVP, we 
have the opportunity to spiritually and financially support our seminarians and postulants 
who are preparing for a life serving the Church and the people. If you would like to reach 
out to a seminarian or other religious to offer support, I can offer you a starting point. Con-
tact me and I can supply you with a list of all seminarians currently enrolled for all of the 
Minnesota dioceses as well as the vocation director in each diocese.

DISASTER RELIEF
Natural disasters can happen 
any time and any where.  In 

these moments of darkness and 
trial, the K of C has always 

been there bringing immediate 
aid and comfort to those affect-

ed.  Your gift ensures these 
Knights have the resources nec-
essary to serve their communi-

ties in their time of need.

Make a donation to the K 
of C Disaster Relief Fund.

Visit: www.kofc.org/
secure/en/donate/disaster

-relief.html

Support Seminarians 
& Religious

State Pennies & Scholarship 
Chairman Al Kempf

It is time for all the councils in 
the state to send their support 
for seminarians and those com-
mitted to the religious life in the 
2024-2025 council year.  This 
provides an easy way to take 
care of these responsibilities for 
the good Catholics that the 
Knights of Columbus are!!!  
If all councils would contribute 
at least a small amount, we 
could contribute a more reason-
able amount to seminarians and
religious despite increased ex-
penses created by inflation and 
economic problems.  Every 
seminarian in the state receives 
something from the Pennies 
Fund.  The Scholarship Fund is 
determined by requests from 
the bishops.  We can make a 
difference.  If all councils 
would help, it would be a big-
ger difference.  Thanks to all 
the councils that contribute reg-
ularly. District Deputies, please
encourage your councils to con-
tribute to these funds!!

More details were published 
on page 6 in the 

January 2025 Knightly News.

Adopt a Widow Program 
Berny Saletel     507-259-8498 (text or leave msg)     bjncsal@yahoo.com   

Knights and widows have expressed their appreciation of this program, and now I’m en-
couraging your council to also start the program.  This is how it works — the council se-
lects a coordinator who develops a list of widows of deceased Brother Knights.  A member 
from the council “adopts” a widow and offers caring contact, support (rides, etc.), and man-
ual labor, if requested. He agrees to consistently maintain ongoing communications with 
the widow.  The program's purpose is to carry out Blessed Fr. McGivney’s calling to care 
for the widows of the Order. More details can be found in the March edition.

MN Knightly News  
July 2025

page 9

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 2025-26 Soccer Challenge
MN Knights of Columbus State Soccer Chairman Rodney Tholen

(612-888-4627)      tholen07@gmail.com

Saturday October 4, 2025
Gene Kelly Soccer Field ~ South Soccer Field SOCE & SOCW

185 East 102nd Street ~ Bloomington, MN 55420

9 a.m. Registration/Check-in
9:30 a.m. Opening Ceremonies & Competition

Limited Concessions Available

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus 2025 Soccer Challenge runs year 
long, culminating in the selection of State Soccer Challenge Champions 
(one per age group). The winning score sheets are submitted to Su-
preme. The Supreme International Competition time ends December 
31st (awarded January/February). Most Minnesota council and commu-
nity soccer events take place from late spring through early fall.

The Council Soccer Challenge is scored by 15 kicks at goal. Both the 
council champions and the runners-up are invited to take part in the 
State Soccer Challenge. (ALL RUNNERS-UP ARE WELCOME TO 
KICK AT THE STATE CONTEST, BUT THEIR SCORES WILL 
ONLY COUNT IF THE COUNCIL CHAMPION FROM THE 
RUNNER-UP’S COUNCIL CONTEST FOR THEIR AGE GROUP 
IS NOT PRESENT.) MN Knights of Columbus State Awards are given 
out (ages 9 – 14) after tallying the day’s 25 shot score sheets. 

Council/District Score sheets for Council Champions and Runners-
up should be scanned and emailed to Rodney Tholen by midnight on 
Wednesday, October 1, 2025. Put 2025 MN Council Soccer Chal-
lenge Champions on the subject line.



Ultrasound 
Initiative
Contact your local  
pregnancy center to 
ask if it needs a new 
ultrasound machine. 
Visit kofc.org/

ultrasound
to learn more about 

the program and 
access resources.

Use Online Membership!
Members can join online and then be 

transferred to the council of their choice 
when they are ready to get involved.

FREE Promo Code 
BLESSEDMCGIVNEY

Ask a friend, family member, 
coworker, or acquaintance to 

join the Order today!

Share the joys and benefits of 
our Brotherhood with other 

Catholic gentlemen!

Help us to Pray, Grow, and Love 
Together as we Serve Together 

Doing God Works!
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Building the Domestic 
Church:  

The Family Fully Alive
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/

domestic-church/

Sacred Heart Pilgrim Icon 
Program 

For questions, comments, or additional supplies, 
please contact Chairman Daniel Sawyer

dsawyer70@gmail.com
(612) 840-6608

This link provides a great overview: Pilgrim Icon Pro-
gram - Faith Programs | Knights of Columbus
This link shows the icons beginning their jour-
neys: Sacred Heart of Jesus Pilgrim Icon Embarks on 
Global Journey
Please coordinate with the next district to 
hand off your regional icon as close as 
practical to the end/beginning of the month 
it transitions (No DD in the next district —
diocesan coordinator will locate a GK).
We are tracking the icons, so leave the tile 
tags on the backs, and let me know if you 
need help locating an icon.
Log all events in the logbook with the 
icon. There are booklets and cards in both 
English and Spanish. Keep booklets with 
the kits, but give away the prayer 
cards. Let me know when refills are need-
ed.
Prayer Hour Programs with the Sacred 
Heart Icon are a great way to bring Christ’s 
Love forward in our communities and par-
ishes, keeping with SD Bou’s theme of 
Pray, Love, Grow, and ensuring we, as MN 
Knights, are First In Faith!
Please get in touch with any questions, help 
make the most of this icon program, and be 
sure to share pictures!  Vivat Jesus!

Date NE NW SE SW
W & N   
Metro

S & E 
Metro W

July 2025 6 9 30 20 47 62 60
Aug. 2025 6 9 31 18 46 56 44
Sep. 2025 7 10 31 18 59 57 41
Oct. 2025 2 13 26 17 52 49 43
Nov. 2025 2 15 24 38 51 35 45
Dec. 2025 40 15 33 37 58 35 45
Jan. 2026 42 14 32 25 54 34 37
Feb. 2026 1 12 27 23 48 34 37
Mar. 2026 3 11 28 23 48 55 38
Apr. 2026 4 11 29 22 53 55 39
May 2026 5 8 30 21 53 50 39
June 2026 6 9 30 20 47 63 16
July 2026 6 9 31 18 46 62 60
Aug. 2026 7 10 31 18 46 56 44
Sep. 2026 7 10 26 17 59 57 44
Oct. 2026 2 13 24 17 52 49 41
Nov. 2026 2 15 24 38 51 35 43
Dec. 2026 40 15 33 37 58 35 45

Pray, Love, Grow 
Ask Someone to 
Join us Today in 

Service to All

On Par for Star  
Need help with 
recruitment?  

Contact your DD, 
your field agent, 

State Membership Director 
Bob Penas, 

or State Ethnic 
Membership Director 
Michael Bass Smith.  

They will be glad 
to assist you.  

Your success is their first 
priority.

Do you have enough 
programs?  

Need new ideas?  
Contact your DD, one of 
our program chairmen, or 

State Program Director 
Stan Nordin. 

Don’t be afraid to reach 
for the stars!  

Be amazed by what you 
and your council 
can accomplish 

as you open the doors 
to Christ! 

Vivat Jesus!



Into The Breach
Orville Fillbrandt, Faith Director     

(612)751-2943     
Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Into the Breach is 12 mini-
seminars (more details on page 
13 in the January Knightly 
News).  Councils will prayerful-
ly examine the crisis of reli-
gious faith in our world.  By 
discussing the lessons and calls 
to action found throughout Into 
the Breach, men will begin to 
devise a personal plan of spir-
itual battle to strengthen their 
lives, their families, and their 
communities.  To obtain Into 
the Breach program resources, 
visit www.kofc.org/breach.
Into the Breach: The Mission 
of the Family video series (5 
videos) presents parents with 
the Catholic vision of family 
life and inspires them to incor-
porate it into daily life.  By 
viewing and discussing this in-
spirational series, and using 
their accompanying study 
guide, men (as well as couples) 
will be equipped with the wis-
dom and practical tools they 
need to better lead their families 
in living out the Faith.          
Resources at kofc.org/
intothebreach.
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Knights of Columbus 
State Convention 

Host Needed
The Minnesota Knights of 

Columbus is looking for a host 
council/district to host a future 
state convention. Guidelines 
are available to assist you.

A host is needed for 
2027 and for 2028.
Please contact State 

Administrative Assistant Greg 
van der Hagen at 

glvdh@mchsi.com or call the 
state office at (320) 587-0747 
to indicate your interest and 

request information.  We look 
forward to hearing from you!

We Made It!!!
District Master Don Trudeau  

master@mnknights.org     
truknightsfs@comcast.net     

(612) 749-2982

Yes, the 2024-25 year is behind us. I've been told of some wonderful 
things that our assemblies have been doing for their bishops, priests, 
churches, communities, veterans, and veteran campuses!! Thanks to all for 
your dedication to the Order and the Fourth Degree!!

Congratulations to our newest Fourth Degree Hall of Famers: Jeremy Hadash, 
Michael Bass-Smith, James Scheib, Rodger Olson, and William Lundholm!!

Hopefully, all who were working to achieve "Star Assembly" had all your ducks in a row --
all reports and paperwork in on time, your veteran works done and reported, and your mem-
bership quotas met!! Hopefully, I can hand out a number of awards this coming year!
We will be starting the new fraternal year July 1st. The next opportunity for Knights to be-
come "Sir Knights" is on July 19th at St Joseph of the Lakes in Lino Lakes, MN. This is an 
opportunity for Twin City and surrounding area assemblies to bring their candidates into the 
Fourth Degree locally! This will be a one day exemplification. CUF Degree at 9 a.m. --
Patriotic Degree at 10 a.m. -- lunch to follow!! Cost . . . $60 which includes lunch, lapel 

pin, certificate, 125th anniversary medallion, and Supreme fees!!! Suit or sport coat and tie 
for candidates! Let's start the new year out right!!! Don't take the month of July off!!!
The next "weekend" exemplification will be Oct 31- Nov 1, 2025 in Rochester, 
MN. Details and other Fourth Degree information can be found on my new website 
(mnpatrioticdegree.mnknights.org), or you can enter it through the main Minnesota site 
(mnknights.org). Go to About, then Patriotic/Fourth Degree, and it will jump you over to 
the new site!!
Vivat Jesus!

Recap of the 2024-25 MN KC Foundation Raffle
Top 5 Councils in Ticket Sales Total Tickets Sold

3827 Richfield-Bloomington 936
4374 St. Paul East 869
1596 Wells 800
945 Owatonna 684
7051 Gaylord 612

Others That Did Well 
9141 Chaska 606
8253 Winsted 598
10138 Epiphany 578
2023 New Prague 525
Smaller & Newer Councils That Did Well
4718 Alexandria 482
4863 Sauk Centre 404
2000 Bird Island 398
3134 Sleepy Eye 390
1076 New Ulm 379
3329 Barnesville 378

Highest Assembly Sales (out of the 24 that participated)
526 Nicollet 496
2604 Good Shephard 258

Columbia Heights
532 Arch. John Ireland 173

76% of all active councils participated in this year’s raffle and 51% of the assemblies.
Last year 9 assemblies participated; this year 24 participated!

This year was the Foundation’s second highest ticket sale at $203,575 and the third time we 
have reached over the $200,000 benchmark!



Live Online 
Exemplifications
Schedule on State website at 

MNKnights.org under 
Events>Degree Schedules

Contact Ceremonials 
Director Don Trudeau 

to schedule a virtual ceremony 
(612) 749-2982    

truknightsfs@comcast.net

Invite Someone to 
Join Today!

Share the pride!    

Share the joy!

Share the satisfaction!  

Pray, Love, and 
Grow the Order 

and Increase 
our Capacity to 

Do Good in 
Service to All!
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Council Website 
Information

The MN State Council has 
the ability to add users to 

council websites.  So, if your      
council’s website is dated or 
if you’ve never done much 

with it, let us know at 
adminassistant@mnknights.org 
We’ll add a new editor to the 

site and give them training 
so they can keep it 

up-to-date.
We have developed 6 videos 
on certain aspects of editing 
your website and they can 
also be found on the State 

website! There is also a help 
website within this system 
for you to learn more about 

editing certain aspects of 
your council’s website. 

Keys to Successful Programs ~ Pray * Love * Grow
State Program Director Stan Nordin

17601 123rd St SE ~ Becker MN 55308     
programdirector@mnknights.org     (763) 333-6442

Brother Knights,
As I write this newsletter, there are new officers and program directors for most councils, new 
DD's, and new MN Diocesan Consultants — Knights have stepped up to a new challenge. I 
welcome all Knights to fraternal year 2025-2026. As we look at this new year, some things to 
think about as Knights in Minnesota are:

¨ What do you treasure and seek the most?
¨ What do you value above all else?
¨ And remember, "Keep what lasts!"

Council Best Practice:
¨ Safe Environment -- start this effort at your July General Meeting.
¨ Fill out Forms 185 and 365 -- send to Supreme and to State Program Director (me)
¨ DD's fill out Form 994 on all councils in your district
¨ Fill out Form 1785
¨ Start putting together your order for Coats for Kids
¨ Look over last year's programs and events & which ones brought in opportunities for

new members -- which events or programs need to be changed out for new ones?
¨ Invite, Invite and Invite

Things to Accomplish:
¨ Soccer Challenge
¨ Safe Environment Secure
¨ Essay Contest

Please reach out with any questions you may have.
Reminder:  Every program is an opportunity for recruitment!

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM
Pray  *  Love  *  Grow

MISSION:
Together We’re 
Empowering 

Catholic Men to 
Live Their Faith at 

Home, in Their 
Parish, and in 

Their Community.

Check out the Webinars 
and Fraternal Training on 

Supreme’s website. 
Many videos are 

only 5-10 minutes long.

Input Needed
State Deputy Bou Gazley

statedeputy@mnknights.org 

Please email me your thoughts on the 
following questions to help us grow 
(as councils, districts, and the State) in 
Charity, Unity, Faith, and Fraternity.
1. What, as a State, can we do to improve 
the Knights in Minnesota?
2. What types of incentives do you feel 
will help us achieve our goals at the:

Council Level?
District Level?
State Level?

3. What programs ideas can improve our 
State and get our councils more active?



Free Our Sons: 
Fathers Leading Their Sons to Live Porn Free

Our sons need someone to guide them to live free of pornography.  The Free Our 
Sons course and workshop can help you be that person for your son.  Freedom to 
Love is offering an online course that will help you guide your sons to live a life 
free of pornography and the sexual sin that comes with it.  Fathers will learn practi-
cal strategies and methods to help their sons.  Your council can also host an in-
person workshop at your parish.  Learn more at www.freedomtolove.org

The Importance of 
Reviewing ALL of your 

Insurance Policies 
Regularly

Our Knights of Columbus Agents 
are trained to make sure to help you 
with a plan, to make sure your    
family knows who to call and what 
to expect.
Do yourself and your family a favor 
and call us for a review today. We 
will not only go over your policies 
but also other companies’ polices 
and how those work. The last thing 
your loved ones need is a surprise 
during the saddest of times.

General Agent Joe Remer
161 Main Ave W

PO BOX 100
Winsted MN

Office: (320) 485-2202     
Cell: (612) 272-8635 
joe.remer@kofc.org

General Agent Lloyd Cybart
1301 E Cliff Rd, Suite 110 

Burnsville MN 55337 
Office: (952) 686-7720

Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org

The Catholic 
Difference

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values 
Ethical Sales & 

Investing
Service to the Church 
and the Community

Looking for a Career change, 
check out the Knights of 

Columbus
A Career Unlike Any Other - YouTube
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Insurance Message From Your GA’s
This month is the start of our new Fraternal Year together as Knights — a big congrat-
ulations to all new council leadership! This is always a time of new beginnings, when
councils can start fresh and reassess where they stand in relation to their goals. 
This should apply to us individually, too, including personal financial goals.  Are you 
on track to reach them?  Now is the perfect time to meet with us to review the existing 
insurance plan you have in place or to help you take the initial steps to create one.  I 
invite you to meet with us every year as your family grows and changes, milestones 
are reached, and financial needs adjust.  
As your brother Knights, it’s our privilege to carry out Father McGivney’s mission by 
serving your family and helping you gain a clear picture of your financial protection 
needs, no matter your current situation.  If we can be honest, we think this is one the 
most underappreciated benefits of membership in the Knights of Columbus, and if 
you’ve never taken advantage of getting a complimentary financial needs review, we 
encourage you to make this the year!  
With a personalized review using top-tier financial software, we can give you a trans-
parent illustration of your finances with insights on how your current situation aligns 
to your future objectives.  Together, we’ll review your current coverage and identify 
potential protection gaps, ensuring your plan aligns with your goals.  
If you’re interested in investments that are aligned with Catholic teaching, we can also 
connect you with Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors, which helps all faith-based 
investors prepare for retirement, build wealth and beat inflation with additional sources 
of income.  Knights of Columbus, your premier partner for financial services, is for 
Brother Knights, by Brother Knights.  We’re here to partner with you.  Please see us, 
and we’ll set up time to work together to financially safeguard your family. 
Again, welcome to all our new council leadership! Thank you for serving in this role 
— We’re excited to work with you to serve our brother Knights and their families. 
Thank you! 

Post Script: You can visit KofC.org and KoCAA.org for detailed information on what each of KofC 
and KoCAA can offer members directly 20364 7/25 Not all KofC field agents are licensed as finan-
cial advisors with KoCAA. All investment inquiries will be forwarded to a licensed financial advi-
sor. Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors (“KoCAA”) and Knights of Columbus (“KofC”) are enti-
ties that each provide separate and distinct products and services. KofC is not recommending or en-
dorsing KoCAA. KofC is not a Registered Investment Adviser and does not provide investment 
advice. Persons interested in KoCAA’s investment advisory services should contact KoCAA direct-
ly. KoCAA does not offer insurance, and all insurance related inquiries should be directed to KofC. 
Information provided herein is educational in nature and is not intended as legal, tax, financial, or 
other professional advice. This information is intended for current or prospective investors in the 
U.S. only. KoCAA is an SEC registered investment adviser that maintains a principal place of busi-
ness in the State of Connecticut. For information about KoCAA’s business operations, please con-
sult the Firm’s Form ADV disclosure documents, the most recent versions of which are available on 
the SEC’s Investment Adviser Public Disclosure website at adviserinfo.sec.gov. KoCAA is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of KofC, one of the world’s largest Catholic Lay Organizations. Investing in-
volves risk and you may gain or lose money on your investments. KoCAA’s status as a Registered 
Investment Adviser does not imply a certain level of skill or training. For additional information 
visit KoCAA.org or write to kofcfunds@kofcassetadvisors.org. KofC offers life insurance, annuities, 
long-term care insurance and disability income insurance products. For costs, terms, conditions and 
complete details regarding these products, please contact your agent directly or the KofC office at 1-
800-380-9995. Products may vary by state. Insurance solutions are available to eligible KofC mem-
bers in the U.S. and Canada. Knights of Columbus is located at: One Columbus Plaza, New Haven, 
CT 06510. 
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State Officers
IPSD David Whatmuff
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
State Treasurer Joe George
State Advocate Jim Terwedo
State Warden Michael Bass Smith

State Deputy
Bou Gazley

State Administrative Assistant
PSD Greg van der Hagen

State Program Director
Stan Nordin

Intellectual Disabilities (T/R)
Dan Irvin/Dennis Arel

Jim Campbell/Pennies
Al Kempf/Mark Glatzel

Charitable Gambling
https://mn.gov/gcb/

State Softball Tournament
Cary Rentschler

State Bowling Tournament
Chuck Loso

Awards
Mike Heinen

State Camporee
Roger Coudron

Family Director
Dennis Cummings

Food for Families
Ray Martin

Family of the Month/Year
Terry Meyers

Keep Christ in Christmas
Jeremy Hadash

Family Fully Alive
Dennis Cummings

Consecration to the Holy Family
Arnie Stenzel

Family Week
Dennis Cummings

Family Prayer Night
Dennis Cummings

Good Friday Family Promo
Dennis Cummings

Vocations & RSVP
Dave DuPaul

Pilgrim Icon
Dan Sawyer

Rosary
Kevin Ahlers

Holy Hour
Chuck Haselkamp

Faith Director
Orville Fillbrandt

Into the Breach
Orville Fillbrandt

Domestic Church Kiosk
Dennis Cummings

Spiritual Reflection
Arnie Stenzel

Sacramental Gifts
Arnie Stenzel

March for Life
Mike Peplinski

Ultrasound
Jim Lee

Special Olympics
Dan Irvin

Christian Relief Fund
Larry Mader

Life Director
Dr. John Loes

Silver Rose
Larry Mader

Mass for People w/ Special Needs
Arnie Stenzel

Pregnancy Center Support
Dr. John Loes

Novena for Life
Arnie Stenzel

Aid & Support After Pregnancy
Paul Aeschliman

Coats for Kids
Jeremy Hadash

Global Wheelchair Mission
Gary Roeick

Habitat for Humanity
Don Trudeau

Disaster Preparedness
Larry Schwenk

Free Throw Championship
Kevin Ahlers

Soccer Challenge
Rodney Tholen

Community Director
Mike Penas

Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest
Tom Jirele

Helping Hands/Mary’s Meals/
Box of Joy

Jeff Bagniewski

Hockey Challenge
Jeremy Hadash

State Chaplain
Fr. Brian Lynch

Assoc. State Chaplain
Fr. Chuck Huck
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Ethnic Membership
SW Michael Bass Smith

Eastern Rite Outreach
FA Andre Estovez

Star Tracker
Gary Rieland

HS/College Councils
Jason Palo

State Membership Director
PSD Bob Penas

Recruitment
Joe Bertram

Member Engagement
Lonnie Spaeth

Round Table
ST Joe George

Online Membership
IPSD Dave Whatmuff

Council Retention
SS Jesse Kosloski

Council Reactivation
ST Joe George

New Council Development
GA Lloyd Cybart

Diocesan EFF Chairmen
Clergy Liaison - Fr. Brian Lynch
Archdiocese - IPSD Dave Whatmuff

- Patrick Farrelly
Crookston - PSD Craig Larson
Duluth Deacon - Carl Provost
St. Cloud - Mark Glatzel
New Ulm -
Winona/Rochester - Arnie Stenzel

Diocesan EFF Director
IPSD Dave Whatmuff

Diocesan Membership & 
Program Coordinators

Archdiocese - Orville Fillbrandt
- Dennis Cummings

Crookston - Robert Wagenman
Duluth - Duane Swanson
St. Cloud - Charles Haselkamp
New Ulm - Mario DeSouza
Winona/Rochester - Mike Timm

State Forms
SW Michael Bass Smith

Training
SD Bou Gazley

IT - AV & Web Technology
PSD Greg van der Hagen

IPSD Dave Whatmuff

PR/Social Media
Jeremy Hadash

Fraternalism
Mark Glatzel

Fr. McGivney Guild
PSD Phil Harter

Diocesan Men’s Conferences
PSD Bob Penas

Ceremonials
DM Don Trudeau

Insurance Liaison
GA Lloyd Cybart

Knightly News Editor
PSD Bob Penas

Hospitality
Joe Couette

State Officers
IPSD David Whatmuff
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
State Treasurer Joe George
State Advocate Jim Terwedo
State Warden Michael Bass Smith

State Deputy
Bou Gazley

State Administrative Assistant
PSD Greg van der Hagen

State Chaplain
Fr. Brian Lynch

Assoc. State Chaplain
Fr. Chuck Huck



Paul Haik
612-333-7400

Patrick Glenski
507-271-2183

Joe Vandermark
612-819-9164

Joe Bertram
320-249-5003

Jason Palo
612-716-4636

Ross Holmes
63-234-7834

· KC Members

· Wives

· Children

· and immediate 
family members 
of a deceased 
Knights if the 
Knight was in 
good standing at 
the time of death. 

Eligibility of 
Applicants

· 3.75% Fixed      
interest rate.

· Interest        
accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed.

· No payments 
required until  
completion of 
BS/BA Degree.

· No credit 
checks.

Terms
Loan 

Amounts

$4,000.00
Vo-Tech

Freshman
Sophomore

Junior 
Senior
Grad       

Student

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 
is a designated 501(C)(3) Non-Profit corporation and your          
personal donation is tax deductible.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc

PO Box 126
Belle Plaine, MN  56011

KC Student 
Loan Board

All Seminarians and religious vocations 
may borrow money to complete their         
vocational studies free of interest.  Upon 
ordination, a Priest, Brother or Nun will 
have one year of his or her loan forgiven 
for each year they remain in their vocation.

Administrator:
Michael J. Daly
952-873-2213

Email:
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Contact  
InformationSeminarians & Religious Vocations

Support this Program


