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Forward....... March!!

By now we have "Marched" into a new era of the Knights of Columbus!! The first "New" exemplification of Patriotism is
in the books. It took place in St Patrick's Cathedral in New York City on Feb 22, 2025! Next will be the West Coast
premier of this new exemplification in San Francisco, CA. This will take place on March 1st. Following that will be the
Midwest premier on March 22nd in Indianapolis IN.

We will receive the scripts shortly for the exemplification and my exemplification teams will go over them to see what
differences there are and what we need to do to get in line with this new script. It is our desire to bring you the best
exemplification we can deliver from the very first word of the very first exemplification.

Speaking of which, our first exemplification with the new ceremony will be in Moorhead, MN on April 26th. This will kick
off our celebration of the 125th Anniversary of the 4th Degree, the patriotic degree, of the Knights of Columbus!!

Our goal is to have 125 Knights become "Sir Knights"!!

Navigators... Reach out to your affiliated councils for possible candidates!! | have a Form 4 on line for you to
download. This is a fill-able form 4 and once it is downloaded you can actually fill it out with all of the candidate's
information. This is the best way to get the information to Supreme as not everyone has "perfect" handwriting!! You
can then print it out and get the 4 signatures needed!

You may, of course, use the paper form as in the past if that is the most effective!!

If you heed more information about the Moorhead Exemplification, please visit my State webpage at

https://mnknights.org/fourth-degree-minnesota-district-of-the-marquette-province/

We hope to see 125 new faces "Marching” forward into the future of Minnesota Sir Knight Assemblies!!

Vivat Jesus

Remember — “Sir Knight” is not just a title, it is “An Honor™!

Donald Trudeau, District Master
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District Calendar

March 1, 2025 West Coast Exemplification San Francisco CA
March 22, 2025 Midwest Exemplification Indianapolis IN
April 21, 2025 Financial officer training Virtual

April 25 & 26, 2025 MN Patriotic Exemplification Moorhead MN
May 3, 2025 Inter-District Exemplification LaCrosse, WI

Honor Guards*

February 8, 2025 Archdiocesan World Day of the Sick Edina MN

March 17, 2025 Order of Hibernians Mass and Parade St. Paul's Cathedral, St Paul
March 22, 2025 Archdiocesan Men's Conference Epiphany Catholic Church
April 25 & 26, 2025 Patriotic Exemplification Masses St Francis de Sales, Moorhead

*Remember, only the current uniform is authorized for Color Guards and Honor Guards!

Upcoming Exemplification

Spring 2025 Exemplification

Knights of Columbus 125th Anniversary Celebration
Patriotic Exemplification

Saturday, April 26, 2025
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES CHURCH
Moorhead, MN 56560

More detailed information IS available on the Patriotic Degree webpage at
mnknights.org
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Important Dates Ahead

e To Be A Patriot Award: Forms MUST be to the Master by April 30, 2025!!!
e Korean/Vietnam Vet Recognition: Deadline has been extended until April, 25,2025!!
e Civic Award Application: Due to Supreme by 6/30/2025 (Or SOONER)!!
o March: Determine Officer needs, Request Officer Installation date with Master
o April: Take Nominations for open offices and Publish (newsletter or Email to members)
Request Officer Installation date with Master!!
o May: Election of officers or “White Ballot” if uncontested
o June: If Installation comes after June meeting, Elections may take place at June meeting!!
“Officers Chosen” form must be submitted to Supreme with copies to Master and VSM
Use member Management to submit this form!! Once the changes have been submitted
please go to “Print Center” and choose “Officers chosen for next year”. Save and email a
copy to the Master and VSM!! This will give ME a copy of their emails for future
communications!!!
o June, July, Aug, or Sept: Installation of Officers or Renewal of Obligations/Blessing of the
Swords
e Annual Audit: Due NO LATER THAN August 1, 2025 Send a copy to Master and VSM
e 990 Tax Report: Due EACH YEAR on the 15th day of the 5th month after the organization’s
accounting period ends.
o Survey Of Assembly Activities: Due January 31% each year. Keep track of hours Assembly spends
on programs throughout the year. Use Member Management to record donations. Fill out form
during January & submit to Supreme w/copies to the Master and VSM!!

NOTE: Using Member Management for emailing will allow you to send attachments as well as sending
emails to the Master and VSM!!

If you have ANY issues on how to fill out Paperwork, there is help available. I need to know NOW!!

FYI: Financial Officer training webnar is April 21, 2025. An email invitation will be sent to any
“Recorded” Comptroller and Purser for this webnar!!

Reasons for Paperwork

Report of Officers Chosen: To update our records so that we know who to and how to Communicate!!

Annual Audit: To know that our Assemblies are on stable ground. Also, if there was ever an audit of your
Assembly, Supreme would have a record of your finances to help you out!!

Annual Survey of Activities: THIS IS NOT A BRAG SHEET!!! This is a record of activities and donations
you have made so that you can show the US government that we are a Charitable Fraternal organization!!
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Around The District

McGolrick Assembly # 531
Valentine’s Day “Surf and Turf” Gathering
Feb 13, 2025
Cloquet MN Knights of Columbus Hall
Don Trudeau, Master and Lady Deb in attendance

Multi-Assembly Training Session
Hosted by Albert Lea, MN Assembly #550
22 Brother Sir Knights Plus 2-3 prospective Sir Knights gathered at St Theodore’s Catholic Church in

Albert Lea MN on Sunday, Feb 23, 2025 for a Patriot Degree training Session.
Instructors were DM Don Trudeau,
Dist Marshals: Michael Bass-Smith and Rick Morgan
also,
Winona/Rochester Diocesan Marshals: Jerome Lensing and Shawn Peters.
Training consisted of ...

Uniform fit and deportment
Sword Drills and Commands
Honor Guard Line-ups for various Social Guards
Honor Guard Line-ups for various Masses/Churches
Honor Guard Line-ups for Wakes and Visitations
Honor Guard Line-ups for Funerals
Presentation on Beret “Forming” or “Shaping”

i

Our Thanks to Guard Commander, Arnie Stanzel of the Albert Lea Assembly for coordinating this event!!
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October 20, 2024
November 25, 2024
December 14, 2024
December 24, 2024
December 30, 2024
January 14, 2025
January 15, 2025
January 29, 2025
February 1, 2025

Fr Lucien Galtier Assembly #542

Fr Lucien Galtier Assembly #542
Msgr Ravoux Assembly #529
Bishop Francis Kelly assembly #536
Fr Lucien Galtier Assembly #542
Good Shepherd Assembly # 2604
Bishop Schenk Assembly # 543
McGolrick Assembly # 531

Nicollet Assembly # 526

SK Richard Schmitz

SK Kenneth Friendshuh
SK Bernard Rauen

SK William Chuchna
SK Jack Piche

SK Virgil Farazyn

SK Robert (Bob) Bjerke
SKDennis Hackett

SK Wayne Broman

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of all the
faithfully departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.”

Please send me information for any member of your Assembly that passes away, that they may be included
here. Also, let me know if they held any leadership positions such as FDD, PGK or PEN so we can properly

recognize them.

master@mnknights.org

As Sir Knights, our challenge each year is to:
1. Invite members of your parish to become a Knight of Columbus (make every event a recruiting

opportunity)

2. Invite every Brother Knight in your Council to become a Fourth-Degree member of your Assembly.
3. Invite every Fourth-Degree member of your Assembly to acquire a Uniform and Regalia (if they do not
already have it) and become active in your Assemblies Color Corps.

Remember — “Sir Knight” is not just a title, it is “An Honor”!
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District Staff

Supreme Master:

SK Michael R. McCusker PSD

One Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT. 06507-0901
Vice Supreme Master — Marquette Province:

SK Gerry Mattix-Wand, FMFD

503 Vermont St., Bethalto, IL. 62010

District Master:

SK Donald R Trudeau MFD

15618 Linnet St NW, Andover MN 55304

District Marshals:

SK Rick Morgan PFN

SK Michael Bass Smith PFN (Hispanic Affairs)

SK George White PFN

SK Alan Savage

Diocesan Marshals:

SK Daniel Shea, Crookston Diocese

SK Roger Coudron, New Ulm Diocese

SK Michael Betzing, New Ulm Diocese

SK Shawn Peters, Winona/Rochester Diocese West
SK Jerome Lensing, = Winona/Rochester Diocese East
SK Michael Menart,  Duluth Diocese West

OPEN: St Cloud Diocese

District Secretary:

SK David L. DuPaul PFN

Degree Team Captain:

SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD

Fort Saint Charles Chairman:

SK James J. Andrie

Crow Wing Chapel Chairman:

SK Michael R. Gangl PFN

Fr. Hennepin Statue Chairman:

SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD

Hall of Fame Committee Chairman:
SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FMFD
Audit Committee Chairman:

TBD

Veteran’s Affairs Volunteer Services (VAVS) Committee Chairman:
SK Matthew L. Heffron FN

Living Former District Masters:

SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FMFD 1986-1988

SK Gregory J. van der Hagen PSD, FVSM 2002-2006
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FMFD 2006-2010

SK Robert N. Mathewson FMFD 2010-2014

SK Craig A. Larson PSD, FVSM 2014-2018

SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD 2018-2020

SK James M. Witzman FMFD 2020-2024
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suprememaster@kofc.org

gmwand@eawr.org

master@mnknights.org

rickmorgan53@gmail.com
mlsmith8@crimson.ua.edu
whitefgeorge@msn.com

sirknight2604@gmail.com

sheadaniel@ymail.com
roger@coudron.com
betzing2022@outlook.com
shawn.peters.knights@gmail.com
jerome.lenzing@hotmail.com
kofcddmike@gmail.com

wbd846@webtv.net
bjacobs@patrioterect.com
jim.andrie@hotmail.com
asrm3@yahoo.com

bjacobs@patrioterect.com

pcharter@comcast.net

matt.heffron@spaatz.org

pcharter@comcast.net
glvdh@mchsi.com
grinnell9@mchsi.com
funifoxstd@aol.com
mnclars@gmail.com
bjacobs@patrioterect.com
Jjames.witzman@outlook.com




