
State Chaplain 
Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault
(218) 547-1054
statechaplain@mnkights.org
Assoc. State Chaplain 
Fr. Brian Lynch
(651) 968-7360
associatechaplain@mnkights.org
State Deputy Bou Gazley
(507) 259-7851
statedeputy@mnknights.org
IPSD Dan DeCrans
(218) 255-1125 
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
(218) 330-5648 
statesecretary@mnknights.org 
State Treasurer Joe George
(651) 253-3112    
statetreasurer@mnknights.org 
State Advocate James Terwedo 
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 
State Warden Michael Bass Smith
(507) 201-5500
statewarden@mnknights.org 
District Master Don Trudeau
(612) 749-2982
master@mnknights.org
State Membership Director Joe Bertram
(320) 249-5003
membershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Ethnic Membership Director 
Michael Bass Smith
(507) 201-5500
ethnicmembershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Program Director Stan Nordin
(763) 333-6442
programdirector@mnknights.org
Administrative Assistant 
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
Editors Bob & Peni Penas 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Monthly Dedication  
November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory, celebrated on November 2nd.  
Let us pray that the Lord, our God, has compassion for those brothers and sisters who 
died and are on their journey to heaven: 

O God, You generously pardon our sin, and You desire our salvation.  
In Your kindness grant that Your servants who have departed from this life may be 

admitted into the fellowship of everlasting happiness through the intercession of the 
blessed Ever-Virgin Mary and all your saints, through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.
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“Pray, Love, Grow”

K of C Safe 
Environment Program 
youthleader@kofc.org

(203) 800-4940

Supreme FS Hotline
Member Management & Billing Questions 

(203) 752-4210     
ExpertFS@KofC.org

Use Online Membership!
Members can join online and then be trans-
ferred to the council of their choice when 

they are ready to get involved.
FREE Promo Code BLESSEDMCGIVNEY

Knights of Columbus State 
Convention Host Needed

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
is looking for a host council 
or district that would like to 

host a future state convention.
Guidelines are available to assist you.

A host is needed for 2027 and for 2028.
Please contact State Administrative 

Assistant Greg van der Hagen at 
glvdh@mchsi.com or call the state office at 

(320) 587-0747 to indicate your interest 
and request information.

We look forward to hearing from you!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
The winner of the Q1 drawing 

for $250 
is Joseph Rajkowski 
from Council 10052 

in Braham!
Congratulations Joseph!

Who is going to be 
our next winner? 

Make sure to take a look 
at the incentives section 

of the newsletter on page 8
to see what you can win next! 

DISASTER RELIEF
Natural disasters can happen 

any time and any where.  
In these moments of darkness and 
trial, the Knights has always been 
there bringing immediate aid and 
comfort to those people affected.  
Your gift ensures these Knights 

have the resources necessary 
to serve their communities 

in their time of need.
Make a donation to the K of C 
Disaster Relief Fund to support 

communities impacted 
by the recent hurricanes.

Visit:
www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/

disaster-relief.html

Disaster Relief Donation Form | 
Knights of Columbus
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Memoriam
Please pray for our deceased 

Brother Knights and their 
families

Brainerd Council 1491
Daniel Shire

Fairmont Council 1575
Henry Meester
James Simser
David Mosley

Hinkley Council 5101
Robert Pope

Hutchinson Council 4797
Allan Maiers

Little Falls Council 1804
William Walsh
Michael Mohler

St. Cloud Council 961
Hugo Weyrens

St. Bonifacius Council 12029
Rudolph Borowicz

Waconia Council 2506
Merlyn Eiden
Report Deceased Brother 
Knights to Fraternalism 
Director Mark Glatzel

34 1st Ave NE
St. Joseph MN 56374

(320) 267-1485
markglatzel64@gmail.com

Please report deceased members 
of your council to him.  Include 
the deceased Brother Knight’s 
name, date of death, council 
number, town, next of kin, and if 
he was 4th Degree, a former DD, 
a past State Officer, etc.  
Remember, the council FS needs 
to file a Form 100 informing 
Supreme of each member’s 
death.   This is also how he is 
removed from the mailing lists 
for newsletters.

REMINDER:  All checks 
sent to the MN Knights 
of Columbus should be 

made payable to 
Minnesota Knights of 

Columbus 
On the memo line, please 
list what the check is for.

Christ’s Mass is Coming
State Chaplain Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault

statechaplain@mnknights.org     
(218) 547-1054

For many years now, the Knights have put on a poster contest for Christ-
mas entitled “Keep Christ in Christmas.”  This has been and continues to 
be a blessing, as it encourages children to be creative in drawing what 
Christmas means to them.  Over the years, I have seen some beautiful depictions that en-
courage people to follow Jesus.  What a blessing this is.
Christmas is a great gift, and I always look forward to celebrating it.  Christmas comes on 
December 25th each year, and on it, we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  His birth is 
such a gift to us.  Our Lord comes as a little child to be one with us.  He humbles Himself!  
For over 2,000 years we have celebrated His birthday, the day that God chose to be among 
us to prepare for the day that He would give His life on a cross for us.
Now today, every family has different Christmas traditions.  Some go to Mass at Night 
(Midnight Mass) and then open presents.  Many come to the Anticipatory Mass (Vigil 
Mass) on Christmas Eve and then share a family meal.  Others come on Christmas         
morning.  And what are we there for?  We come for Christ’s Mass (Christmas).  We are 
there to celebrate His birth.  We are there to worship Him.  And with Christ’s Mass comes 
the season of Christmas which goes through the Baptism of the Lord which is on Sunday, 
January 12th this year.  
It seems most fitting to celebrate Christmas once Christmas comes.  And yet, we know 
that for most people in our society Christmas starts in early November and comes to an 
end on Christmas Day.  The Christmas music comes, the decorations go up, and by the 
26th of December these comes to end and come tumbling down.  It is interesting the 
Church gives us a season before Christmas comes called Advent.  Advent is meant to be a 
time of preparation, prayer, and penance.  We should see the parallel with Lent and Easter.  
Both Lent and Advent prepare us for the next season.  These are times when we are         
encouraged to enter more deeply into prayer and penance.  (Yes, we are reading that right, 
penance).  In Advent and Lent, the liturgical color is violet (purple).  And we know from 
experience that when we enter Lent more fully how much better our celebration is at  
Easter.  Imagine if we did the same thing for Advent and what fruits would come out of 
that.
What can we do to make Advent more a season of preparing our hearts for Christmas?  
Are there some things we could hold off doing until Christmas comes?  What is the Lord 
asking us to do this Advent?  There are many things we could do.  God is calling us this 
Advent to put Christ back into Christmas.  Ask Him what we should do, and then ask Him 
for the courage to do it.  I pray that we all have a blessed Advent that opens our hearts to 
His Christmas grace to be born ever a new in our hearts.  Vivat Jesus!

Adopt a Widow Program 
Chairman Berny Saletel 

Text or Leave a Message at (507) 259-8498 or email bjncsal@yahoo.com   
Knights and widows have expressed their appreciation of this program, and now I’m en-
couraging your council to also start the program.  This is how it works.  The council se-
lects a coordinator who develops a list of widows of deceased Brother Knights.  A mem-
ber from the council “adopts” a widow and offers caring contact, support (rides, etc.), and 
manual labor, if requested. This Knight agrees to consistently maintain ongoing commu-
nications with the widow.  The program's purpose is to carry out Blessed McGivney’s 
calling to care for the widows of the Order.
It is recommended that each council implement this program.  The program, started by St. 
Pius X Council 14574 in Rochester, received the International Family Program Award at 
the 141st Supreme Convention in Orlando in August 2023 for development of the pro-
gram.  Since then, close relationships have blossomed between the widows and the coun-
cil, and continue to do so.  

To view a video about this program that was produced in Rochester by the 
Supreme Council, google Knights of Columbus Adopt a Widow Program.  

Call or email me for more information about starting the program in your council. 



Roundtables
A roundtable exists to 
support the needs and  
interests of the local     

parish and priest.  
For more information 

or assistance with 
roundtables, contact 

Chairman Joe George
joe.george.9905@gmail.com

(651) 253-3112   

Ultrasound 
Initiative

Contact your local  
pregnancy center to ask 

if it needs a new         
ultrasound machine. 

Visit 
kofc.org/

ultrasound
to learn more about 

the program and 
access resources.
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Fish Every Chance You Get!
State Deputy Bou Gazley

statedeputy@mnknights.org     (507) 259-7851
When Father Michael McGivney called that first meeting in St. Mary’s      
basement, he asked Catholic men to join him.  More than 80 responded.  Why?  
Because Father McGivney invited them to be part of something greater than 
themselves — something for which their souls were yearning.  And from that 
first meeting, they laid the groundwork for the Knights of Columbus.  From 
the beginning, Father McGivney created a culture for the Knights — a “culture of invitation,” 
in which Catholic men ask other Catholic men to join them in a great work.  These early mem-
bers embraced that culture from the start.  They went out and invited others.  And one by one, 
council by council, our Order grew.  By inviting men, we’re offering them access to the support 
they need to raise their families in the faith, protect their loved ones, build a culture of life, and 
help those in need.  As the first and most important step, we’re pointing them to Jesus Christ.  
This is why Father McGivney extended that first invitation.  It’s why we’re calling on all 
Brother Knights to fully live out this renewed culture of invitation.
We are all Minnesotans.  One of our tourist attractions, and a common pastime of many of us, 
is fishing.  We need to take this concept of fishing, and expand it to our membership efforts.  
How many times do you go fishing and not catch anything?  Or maybe you just get a nibble?  
Do we stop trying?  Maybe we switch the bait we are using, and then, all of a sudden, you get 
the big fish to take the bait, and you get the thrill of reeling them in.  That is the same thing as 
inviting men to join the Knights of Columbus.  How many times do we cast out our line just to 
get no attention or maybe a few little nibbles.  We can’t stop trying!  We need to keep casting, 
maybe switch up our bait, but we need to keep trying.  Men join the Knights of Columbus for 
numerous reasons, so we need to change up the bait until we find something that appeals to 
them.  Or maybe just like the fish, they are not hungry at the moment, and we just need to catch 
them at a better time when they are attracted to what we have to offer.
There are thousands of men in the State of Minnesota to join the Knights of Columbus, but I 
keep hearing the same response.  “We have asked everyone!”  First off, I doubt that is the case 
since new people move into parishes every year, people turn 18 (every community has people 
turning 18 every year), and we may even be lucky enough to have a few people who just joined 
the Catholic faith.  God keeps restocking our pond, but we give up and stop fishing.  WHY?  
We need to go back out there and fish every chance we get.  It is our duty to evangelize our 
faith, and that includes evangelizing the Knights of Columbus and the great works we can do 
together!

So, let’s get out there and do some fishing!
Vivat Jesus!

Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP) Program
ASAP Chairman Jeremy Hadash     jhbargains80@gmail.com     (763) 325-5840

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/life/aid-suppport-
after-pregnancy.html

Your council gives $500 to a pregnancy resource center or maternity home, and    
Supreme will issue a $100 grant to the same qualifying organization.  This is a 
great way to show our support for new mothers!  
Keep donating to the Aid and Support After Pregnancy program.  Please talk to 
your council about supporting a local pregnancy center.  Our pregnancy centers in 
Minnesota need help more than ever.  Most of these centers provide support up 
until the child is 2 years of age.  They guide the mother and provide resources to 
assist them on their journey of motherhood.  
Pregnancy Resource Centers remain on the front lines of serving our country’s 
most vulnerable populations, and our councils and assemblies have always been a 
critical source of support for them.
To apply for the matching grant, ask the organization to complete the Supreme 
form and provide a donation receipt letter. You can then complete the grant request 
application online at https://www.kofc.org/en/contact/asap.html.  The Supreme 
Council will issue a matching grant check to the pregnancy resource center and 
will mail it to your council.

Past State Warden Hugo 
B. Weyrens passed away 
on  October 11, 2024. A 
Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on October 19, 
2024 at Sacred Heart 
Church in Sauk Rapids, 
MN. The Mass was celebrated by Hugo’s 
son, Former State Chaplain  Father Ron 
Weyrens, and concelebrated with Bishop 
Patrick Neary, Former State Chaplain Fa-
ther Laurn Virnig, and other Diocesan 
Priests. Ten Sir Knights were in the Hon-
or Guard, including Former Vice Supreme   
Master Greg van der Hagen, Former Dis-
trict Master Phil Harter, and Honor Guard 
Commander/DD 42 Dennis Kukowski. 



Check out the 
Webinars and 

Fraternal Training on 
Supreme’s website. 

Many videos are only 
5-10 minutes long.

Fr. Michael 
McGivney Guild 

Chairman Phil Harter
pcharter@comcast.net

Please join the 
Fr. McGivney Guild, and 

support his cause for 
canonization.  

To sign up, please visit 
www.fathermcgivney.org/

A Thoughtful Reading of Blessed Father 
Michael McGivney's Biography: Parish Priest

Associate State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch     
associatechaplain@mnkights.org

Dear Brother Knights:
As indicated last month, the following is commentary and questions about the 
first 2 chapters of Parish Priest by Brinkley and Fenster. 

Chapter 1: A Friend of the Family 
This chapter tells the story of the Downes family who immigrated from Ireland to Connecticut 
in 1827 and settled in New Haven at St. Mary’s Parish in 1832.  Over the next 40 years, their 
fortunes would rise due to the dedication and hard work of both Michael Downes and his son 
Edward in the paper goods business.  Unfortunately, the “Panic of 1873” caused the Downes 
family’s wealth to diminish over the next 8 years, only to collapse with Edward’s premature 
death in 1881.  Though not a traditional role for a parish priest, Fr. McGivney presented him-
self to the judge of New Haven’s Probate Court to take on the guardianship of the late Edward 
Downes’s nineteen-year-old son Alfred.
In the tragedy of the Downes family, Fr. McGivney recognized the problem facing all families 
whose husband, father, and wage earner died prematurely, especially those families with young 
children.  Fr. McGivney would establish the Knights of Columbus to address this grave con-
cern. 
Questions for Consideration: 
Can you think of a particular difficulty experienced by yourself or others that caused you to 
become aware of a more systemic problem?  If yes, what was it?  If not, can you identify a par-
ticular difficulty that might be experienced by numerous people?
Having identified a systematic problem experienced by many people?  Can you imagine a pro-
gram or organization dedicated to alleviating this problem?  If yes, describe the program or or-
ganization.  If not, whom might you consult who could imagine such a program or organiza-
tion?

Chapter 2: An American Child 
In this chapter about McGivney's childhood, we are introduced to Fr. Thomas Hendricken, the 
half-German immigrant priest from Ireland who served as the McGivney family's pastor in Wa-
terbury, Connecticut for 17 years, nearly all of Michael McGivney's childhood.  Fr. Hendricken 
recognized the value of education for the children in his community, including not only Catho-
lics like the McGivneys but also non-Catholics. Fr. Hendricken employed creative means to 
provide them with a quality education.  Young Michael McGivney performed so well at Fr. 
Hendricken's East Main Street School that he graduated at 13 years old, three years earlier than 
normal. 
It is tempting to think that education is exclusively for young people, and that there is no place 
for education in the lives of anyone beyond 25-years-old.  This is understandable, but the truth 
is that we benefit from learning throughout life despite the challenges of finding the time and 
resources required.  This is especially true of learning about our Catholic faith as an adult.  Our 
Supreme Council recognizes this need and is promoting the Cor Initiative in our local councils 
to form Knights as mature missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Questions for Consideration: 
Do you try to continue to learn about our Catholic faith as an adult?  If yes, about what reli-
gious subjects do you enjoy learning and what resources do you use?  If not, what religious sub-
ject might you be interested in learning about and whom might you ask for help in finding the 
time and resources to do so? 
Given our Supreme Council’s desire to offer prayer, Christian formation, and fraternity to all 
men through the Cor Initiative, are you willing to participate in such a monthly gathering?  If 
yes, do you think you can serve as a member of the leadership that will offer Cor in the local 
council?

Vivat Jesus!
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Support Our 
Seminarians 

RSVP
RSVP Chairman 

Dave DuPaul     
wbd846@webtv.net

(612) 760-0680
Knights of Columbus stand 
in solidarity with our priests 
and religious. Through 
RSVP, we have the         
opportunity to spiritually 
and financially support our 
seminarians and postulants 
who are preparing for a life 
serving the Church and the 
people. If you would like to 
reach out to a seminarian or 
other religious to offer    
support, I can offer you a 
starting point. Contact me 
and I can supply you with a 
list of all seminarians      
currently enrolled for all of 
the Minnesota dioceses as 
well as the vocation director 
in each diocese.
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Supreme RGD’s Corner ~ Give the Gift
Regional Growth Director Ray Lopez     
ray.lopez@kofc.org (203) 444-2921

Brothers,
Are you ready to Give the Gift of Membership? The holiday season of 
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas will be here soon.  Your council will be 
helping families in need with food baskets, supporting food banks, and handing 
out coats.  Then there are the parties and get-togethers. Let’s not forget about St. Nick and all 
the ways we make it fun for our kids, like KCIC coloring contests.
We encourage attendance to Mass and building the Catholic Community around Jesus through 
all these activities. We strengthen our families and extended families by calling them        
together, whether at Mass, for activities, or in our own homes. Participating in the Knights of 
Columbus is how we can do so much in our communities. Sometimes it is by each other’s 
example that we do better as fathers and as family members. Look at what the gift of      
membership has done for you and your community. How have you become a better 
man, father, and Catholic by your Brother Knight’s example?  What have you and your 
council done to improve your parish and change the world for the better?
Let us Now be Ready to Give Gift of Membership to the “C & E” Catholic looking to re-
new their faith — that man you never really spoke to or asked before — your son, father, or 
relative at dinner.  Offer them the gift of membership. Even if they only want to be an online 
member for now, that’s okay. They will start receiving Knights of Columbus information, the 
Columbia Magazine, and another voice reaching out to them. Use the online portal to sign up 
someone using the Blessed McGivney code for one year free. We want them to be a council 
member, but sometimes they need to take a small step forward first to begin the journey.

Give the Gift of Membership, Be a Fisher of Men, and Help us Change the World.
It is up to all of us to make sure our councils and the Knights of Columbus 

are here today and in the future. Invite someone now for a stronger council tomorrow.
God Bless!

Knights Need Programs, but Programs Need Knights  

Online 
Membership 
KofC.org/JoinUs

A great option for 
those gentlemen who 
want to help out with 
the big picture and 
learn more about us 
and those who aren’t 

ready yet to join a 
local council.

The perfect answer to, 
“I don’t have the time to 

join right now.”

For more information, 
contact 

PSD David Whatmuff     
(763) 772-2997     

dwhatmuff@gmail.com

Fall is the Time for Remembering
New Council Development Chairman Bob Penas     
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com     (320) 761-0488

Round Table Chairman Joe George     
joe.george.9905@gmail.com     (651) 253-3112   

Remember the good times from your summer activities and travels.
Remember the fond memories of loved ones who have gone on to be with our Lord.

Remember to complete that "Honey Do List" before winter.
Shortly after founding the Order, Blessed Michael McGivney wrote a letter to every pastor in the Hartford Diocese and asked 
each of them to “exert your influence in the formation of a council in your parish.”  He saw new councils as the best viable 
means of growth and expansion for the Order and that new councils should be parish-oriented.  Today, we are still pursuing the 
goal of one council in every parish.  If a parish is not large enough to have their own council, they should have a roundtable 
(which can become a separate council when it grows large enough be sustainable).
If you have a council with roundtables, remember to send in your Notice of Appointment of Round Table Coordinator Form 
2629.  You are asked to include a coordinator for each parish your council serves.  
When you conduct your fall membership drives, remember to set a goal of inviting at least 3 families from each parish you serve 
to join your great council.  Remember to include the family of the men you are inviting to join in on your discussions with him.
We are encouraging councils to use the term "INVITE" instead of "RECRUIT" as it sounds more appropriate.
After new families join your council, remember to reevaluate if any of your parishes could sustain a new council.  If you and
your pastor believes one can, contact your district deputy, regional consultant, state membership director, or Bob Penas to start 
the process.  If your council covers many parishes, and one of them starts an independent council, that gives your council more 
time and help to focus on the other roundtable parishes as the new council grows and thrives.

Remember to enjoy the beauty of fall with all its colors and fragrances.
We are excited for the success this year will bring to your council.  

Vivat Jesus!



St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member 

or friend serving in the military?  
Request a St. Michael Medal 

to be sent to them from 
our State Chaplain.

There is no cost to you or the 
military service person.  

The military person does not 
need to be a man, a Knight of  

Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in 
the military, their rank, branch 
of service, and address to State 

Chaplain Fr. Thomas P.      
Galarneault.  He will send the 

medal and a prayer card directly 
to the serviceman/woman.  

Please email your requests to: 
statechaplain@mnknights.org 
Prayers from our Minnesota 
Knights’ families are very 

important to our military men 
and women.  Continue to pray 

for them and their safety. 

Sample Recruitment 
Parish Bulletin Announcement

*******************
Lead With Faith

Protect Your Family
Serve Others

Defend Your Values
Become a Knight 

Join Us Today
KofC.org/JoinUs

Planning Ahead
State Secretary Jesse Kosloski
statesecretary@mnknights.org     

jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
(218) 330-5648

Brothers,
Time flies when you're having fun!  November means we are a third of the 
way through the fraternal year.  How is your council doing? Are you on 
track to reach STAR? How can we help you in getting there?
Planning ahead, I need some help .... I know 2027 and 2028 seem to be a long way off, but 
they truly are approaching fast!  The State is in need of a location for the 2027 and 2028 
Minnesota State Conventions.  It is held the 3rd weekend in May.  Please talk to your council 
or district, and see if they would be willing to host one of these events.  If they are not, but 
you know of a facility that might work for us, please contact the state office at 
glvdh@mchsi.com or call (320) 587-0747.
Also, 2026 is still a year and a half away, but MN needs to start thinking about state staff for 
the 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 fraternal years.  I would love to hear from those who are inter-
ested in learning more about the process, the roles, or a position that you may be interested 
in.  Let me know, and we can talk about it and hit the ground running in 2026.
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REMEMBER: 
Every  council activity is 

an opportunity to 
evangelize and invite 

other men to join us in 
doing God’s work here 

on earth!  
Continue to Grow the 
Order, and increase 

our capacity 
to do good!

Membership Message
Membership Director Joe Bertram     

jlbertram@hotmail.com     (320) 249-5003
Assistant Membership Director  & Recruiting Chairman Dan Lawrence     

danlawrenc1060@gmail.com     (952) 843-3963
Hello Brother Knights, 
Fall has come, and winter is just around the corner.  Hopefully not too soon!  We can look 
forward to sharing time with family and friends around the holidays.  But let’s not forget to 
include others in this new season by inviting those men we see in our daily lives and at 
church to join this fraternal order called the Knights of Columbus.  We can’t miss an oppor-
tunity with young and old Catholic men to share what the Knights represents and help them 
share in the good works that we are all about.  
I witnessed Knights from Cottage Grove Council 5647 at a church drive in October.  Many 
current Knights went out of their comfort zone and were able to sign up 18 men as prospects!  
They also had them come back for an information night with a dinner, where 7 men joined 
online.  One immediately joined their council.  I was inspired by how they passed out infor-
mation and spoke to others.  They truly are Fishers of Men!  I would like to thank Grand 
Knight Greg Vasterling and all the men I met from Council 5647 for all of their efforts. 
We had other successes in October as well.  There was one exemplification for 4 new mem-
bers that Joe was personally involved in — which can only help that council to grow.  We 
may have heard this many times, but we encourage you to seek out chances to invite.  One 
afternoon I spoke to a gentleman in the lunchroom and asked if he was familiar with the 
Knights of Columbus?  He said he was thinking about it now that his kids are grown.  This is 
a perfect example of how easy it can be to become a Fisher of Men one person at a time. 
There are many opportunities out there to plant the seed — at fish fries, pancake breakfasts, 
by inviting former members to join in council activities, inviting other to be part of an event 
like road cleanup.  I know of several councils that usher at Mass or serve at an event as a 
group.  They wear their Knights’ vest or shirts.  The goal is to be seen, to make a man sitting 
in the seats wonder what the movement is all about.   
People generally like to help and can support our mantra of joining our army to fight the kill-
ing of the unborn and to help the elderly live a fruitful life.  And, as always, we need mem-
bers to strengthen our Church and to help us grow and thrive for years to come!
If you bring together a group of men and their families, we will come and share the dreams 
and vision of our founder Fr. McGivney.  Together we can increase membership to the MN 
Knights of Columbus.

Thank you for all you do and who you have become for your community. Vivat Jesus!



Why Cor?
Director of Evangelization and Faith Formation PSD David Whatmuff

(763) 772-2997     dwhatmuff@gmail.com
The Knights of Columbus empowers Catholic men to live their 
faith and serve their family, parish, community, and country.

You can watch a short introduction to the Cor Meeting initiative at 
https://bit.ly/3FdWMCu
Why Cor?  Families need strong husbands and fathers, and the world 
needs courageous witnesses to Jesus Christ.  Through Cor, men will 
be formed and sharpened as disciples of Jesus, who are committed to 
serving him and willing to boldly live and share their faith.  It is the 
mandate of every Catholic man to bring Jesus to a broken world.  To 
live his faith and engage in this mission, every Catholic man needs a 
strong relationship with God that is rooted in prayer and the           
sacraments.  Catholic men need to proactively invest in their ongoing 
faith formation, to be a part of a dynamic brotherhood that supports, 
sharpens, and strengthens them to be holy men, husbands, and fathers, 
and to engage in the mission of the Church.  The mission of Cor is to 
refocus Catholic men on Jesus Christ and to form and strengthen them 
in faith and virtue through a brotherhood committed 
to prayer, formation, and fraternity. The goal of 
each Cor gathering is to provide the opportunity for men to encounter 
Christ, to pray together, to be formed in their faith, and to strengthen 
their bonds of brotherhood, preparing them for courageous leadership 
and the mission of evangelization for their families and communities.  
Contact me for more information or to schedule a presentation about 
Cor.

2024 Fall Classic 
Special Olympics Bowling

Chairman Dan Irvin     danirvin13@yahoo.com
Below are the venues for this year.  You will notice 
we are back at Lakeville this year and no longer at 
Blaine.  Last year, we had a Lead Knights, Knights 
Award Presenters, and   Lane Monitor Knights at each 
location.  They would love to have us do this again!  

Here is the sign-up link: https://
bowling.specialolympicsminnesota.org/?_gl=1%

2A3vnfa3%2A_ga%
2AMjkzMDU3Nzk3LjE3MjQ2Nzg4MDU.%

2A_ga_WT63HYSJRW2AMTcyNDc4ODQ0Mi4yLjAuM
TcyNDc4ODQ0Mi4wLjAuMA..

Locations & Dates:
Brooklyn Park: November 15-17 

Lakeville: November 16 & 17
Bloomington: November 16 & 17 

Treasure Island: November 16 & 17 
Alexandria: November 22 & 23

Thief River Falls: November 22 & 23
Duluth: November 22 & 23

Mankato: November 22 & 23
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Just Ask
State Treasurer Joe George

statetreasurer@mnknights.org     
joe.george.9905@gmail.com     

(651) 253-3112   

I know that you say there isn’t anyone left in your Church who you haven’t 
asked to join the Knights.  Really?  I look around before Mass starts, and 
yes, I would have to agree that everyone at the Mass I normally attend has 
been asked — for the most part.  Have you ever considered going to a different Mass?  I really 
don’t know anyone at other Masses.  What an opportunity!
When I go camping with my boys for their Scout Troop, almost every weekend that we go 
keeps us from attending our regular Mass.  We end up going to Mass in the evening at one of 
three churches around us that have Sunday evening Mass.  I usually have a Knights’ pin on 
my shirt.  I cannot tell you how many times someone has stopped me because of it.  It really is 
great talking to guys from other churches about the Knights.  When I have asked if they are a 
Knight, sometimes they say no.  Sometimes they say yes.  Either way, we are talking about it, 
and that’s what gets guys interested — just learning about it.
Last week, a friend of mine called me from Detroit, Michigan asking about the Knights.  We 
spent about 30 minutes on the phone talking about all the great things that we do and all the 
benefits.  I know this doesn’t help our state, but I think Bou will forgive me.  In the big pic-
ture, one new Knight anywhere is a new Knight for the Order. 
All I can say is, “Just ask.  Then, tell your story.”  That is what being a Knight of Columbus is 
all about — oh, and helping people, too — but you already knew that. 

Keep up the good work, small or big — IT MATTERS! 
Thanks for all you do for the Knights.  

God Bless!
Vivat Jesus!

Keep the Faith!  
Strive for Excellence!

Make a Good 
First Impression

PR Chairman 
Jeremy Hadash     

jhbargains80@gmail.com
It pays to make a good first 
impression when you           
promote the good works of 
your council and the Knights 
of Columbus.  Have a photo 
with good resolution.  Use 
the correct emblem of the 
Order.  Ensure details are 
correct and it’s free of 
spelling errors. Have        
another proofread it before 
publishing & distributing.

These and more are all 
helpful tips available in the 
NEW Public Relations & 
Social Media Guide from 

the Supreme Council.  It is 
available in digital format 

only at www.kofc.org



How to Make 
Your Council 

Well Known and 
Highly Respected!

PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     
jhbargains80@gmail.com

Talk to your pastor often and 
offer the Knights’ assistance 
with anything he may need 

help with.   
Promote your council in all 

levels of communication 
with your parish.  

In addition, your local       
community paper is an       

excellent resource to get the 
word out about your council.  

Tips to be Successful on Social Media 
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     jhbargains80@gmail.com

Why Social Media? 
à 4.6 billion people are social media
à 55% of those on social media will learn or hear about what’s happening in 

their area
Benefits of Using Social Media
à Generates awareness or support for a cause
à Strengthens your programs
à Keeps your community informed of current happenings
Be Successful on Social Media by using the PRAY method…
à POST to your  social media accounts on a regular  basis
à REACT to comments made on your  social media accounts with a  

comment or “like”
à AWARENESS is made about the topic of our  Catholic values
à YEARN with persistency that long-term goals are met and thus deemed 

a success
More tips in the “Public Relations and Publicity Guide” at www.kofc.org

Unity & Fraternity
When was the last time your council found out 
about a significant problem or need in your  
parish or community and set off to fill that 
need?  When did you take on a project knowing 
you would only succeed if you got help from 
your parish members, your ladies’ auxiliary, 
and other groups or even other councils?
Stretch yourselves and give the principles of 
Unity and Fraternity a real and effective  
demonstration.  
If you want to engage your members, a       
compelling project that cannot succeed without 
their help is the tried and true method of       
engaging men with their identities as Knights of 
Columbus.  Run a program that matters, a    
program that touches their hearts and leaves 
them feeling good about having helped.  Run a 
program that helps them see what is possible by 
working together with each other.  Run a      
program that helps your parish see what is   
possible by partnering with your council.  
These programs never fail.  Even when they do 
not meet their goals, they succeed in bringing 
people together in the attempt.  They succeed in 
engaging us and others with our mission and 
purpose.  They can be a lot of fun as well.  
Set the bar high.  Make sure you communicate 
the need and the plan widely.  Celebrate your 
accomplishment when you are done. 

Prospect Tab *** It’s Time to Act!
E-members, who have not yet joined a council, show as prospects in Officers 
Online linked to the council they are interested in or assigned to. Council 
leaders are charged with contacting these members, inviting them to join 
their council, voting them in, and helping them complete the exemplification 
of charity, unity, and fraternity. If the member does not want to join the 
council, the prospect should be rejected with a note.  
These members sitting as PROSPECTS are not being engaged to help with
COUNCIL PROGRAMS or  connecting with Brother  Knights.  IT IS 
EVERY COUNCIL’s DUTY to engage these members quickly.  Leaving 
these men alone is simply not serving the Catholic man, the Order as a 
whole, or our Minnesota councils as well as we could and should be.  Engage 
these prospects. You may be able to make the McGivney Award or STAR 
District by acting on this neglected pool of council member prospects!!

Continue to Grow the Order, and Increase 
our Capacity to Do Good in Service to All!  

Pray * Love * Grow

Remain On Mission
State Warden Michael Bass Smith

statewarden@mnknights.org     (507) 201-5500
I hope that the year is going well for all of you.  We celebrated the work that 
Minnesota has done in support of the National Eucharistic Procession and are 
gearing up for the month of November and the Special Olympics Bowling.  We 
have so many programs ongoing and are excited to fulfill the mission of ser-
vice, and as Patrick Kelly stated, remain “On Mission.”  With that said, when a mission is 
tasked, planned, and put into operation, there are administrative actions that take place.  I 
looked at the reports online that all DDs and GKs can see.  These reports tell a picture of how 
we, as a state, sit with the completion of our administrative tasks. 
As of today, there are 57 councils that have not submitted their slate of officers to Supreme.  
There are also 119 councils that have not submitted their directors for this year.  A reminder 
that this should have been completed prior to the start of the fraternal year.  Many councils take 
the summer off, and I understand why, however, we need to complete these tasks before we 
close shop for the summer, and at a minimum, submit those two forms.
I also looked at the audit reports, and out of the 284 councils who are required to report, there 
are 112 who are delinquent in reporting their semi-annual audits.  That is nearly 35% of our 
local councils.  Please look at your records, and let’s close the gap in our reporting. 
I hope that all of you have a wonderful month of November and find time to give thanks to God 
for the many blessings in your lives.  I can truly say that I thank God every day that I am a 
Brother Knight and have had the opportunity to serve all of you and with you.  May God      
continue to bless all our efforts for the Faith, the Church, and each other.  Vivat Jesus!
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File Your Council 
Paperwork!

This helps the State Council 
and the Supreme Council 
send information to council 
leadership, monitor the 
health of your council, keep 
up-to-date with what is hap-
pening in your council, see 
where we need to improve,  
offer assistance, make 
changes, and much more. 
We are here to help your  
council succeed and contin-
ue to grow and improve.  

Is Your 
Council 

On Par for Star?  

State Incentives.  
Second Quarter Incentives:
¨ Every Proposer between now and Christmas will receive a one-of-a-kind Knights of       

Columbus Christmas Ornament to proudly hang on their tree in future years!
¨ Drawing for one lucky winner to win a $250 Gift Card (or cash equivalent) to Bass Pro 

Shop/Cabela's so they can continue to grow their Fishing Gear!
¨ Knights Before Christmas - Every council to meet 50% of their intake goal by Christmas 

will be entered to win $500 for their council.
¨ Continuation of the Plus One Incentive as well (see below)
Plus One: (Annual) We take the total recruited members a person had dur ing this past 
fraternal year, and they get a reward if they exceed that.  So, if someone recruited 10 mem-
bers last year, they wouldn't get anything until they recruit 11 this year.  If they recruited no 
members last year, they get rewarded for their first new member. Details below:

Use Proper 
K of C Branding
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     

jhbargains80@gmail.com

Use the emblem of the 
Order correctly, and use 

the correct emblem.  
Tips can be found on 

kofc.org/en/brand-assets 
and in the latest 

edition of the Publicity 
and Public Relations 

Guide.  
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March for Life
March for Life Chair 

Mike Peplinski
mikepep465@msn.com

DD's, please add the March 
for Life to your list of items 
to discuss with your councils 
when you visit them. 
As usual it is on January 
22nd, which is a Wednesday 
next year.  Also, ask them to 
pray the Novena for Life 
from January 14th to the 
22nd. More information will 
be coming in the November 
newsletter.

Vivat Jesus!

Membership Message
We can get the members we need to keep our councils strong and active if all of us each get 
one new member.  We can’t step back and pretend others will do it.  We need to share how 
special the Knights of Columbus is to us, and what they have done for so many.  Let’s pray 
and do our part together.  You can all do it, because you love the Knights, and new men 
should have what we have by being a K of C member.  Don’t give up!  Men you know are 
all around you; men who, if asked, will join.  Thank you for doing your part.  May God bless 
your efforts!!!

Please help us to grow membership because it is the right thing to do. 
Thank you all for what you do for the Knights and your community.  

Vivat Jesus!



For Information 
About Using Online 

Membership or 
Transferring Online 
Members Into Your 

Council  
Contact Past State 

Deputy David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997     

On Par for Star  
Need help with 
recruitment?  

Contact your DD, 
your field agent, 

State Membership Director 
Joe Bertram, 

or State Ethnic 
Membership Director 
Michael Bass Smith.  

They will be glad 
to assist you.  

Your success is their first 
priority.

Do you have enough 
programs?  

Need new ideas?  
Contact your DD, one of 
our program chairmen, or 

State Program Director 
Stan Nordin. 

Don’t be afraid to reach 
for the stars!  

Be amazed by what you 
and your council 
can accomplish 

as you open the doors 
to Christ! 

Vivat Jesus!

Invite Someone to 
Join Today!

Share the pride!    
Share the joy!

Share the 
satisfaction!  

Grow the Order and 
Increase our         

Capacity to Do Good 
in Service to All!

MN Knightly News  
November 2024

page 10

Is This Enough?
Life Director John Loes, MD     (763) 568-0591

Many who are reading this will remember the momentous fall of the Berlin Wall, that symbol 
of oppression, tyranny, and, for the many who attempted to cross its treacherous corridor in a 
bid for freedom, death.  For nearly three decades this concrete Cold War symbol stood as an 
impregnable barrier - separating loved one from their families, workers from their jobs, and 
communities and friends from one another.  Then, in the fall of 1989, the tolerance of the citi-
zenry for the status quo rapidly deteriorated and larger and larger crowds began to organize 
on the street.  Suddenly, overnight on November 9, 1989, everything changed.  I remember 
being filled with strong feeling of religious pride, patriotism, and joy as our TVs showed the 
large, jubilant, crowds of East and West Berliners once again reuniting as they gathered to 
celebrate their new-found freedom on top of the Wall where they literally tore at it with picks, 
hammers, and chisels. 
I relay this God-given miracle only to compare it to a similar momentous occurrence that has 
happened in more recent times.  On June 24, 2022, after the United States had been plagued 
by almost 50 years of intolerable abortion-on-demand - which likewise seemed an impregna-
ble fortress – overnight, the Supreme Court rendered the Dobbs decision which immediately 
ended the federal protection of abortion and handed the matter over to the states.  Some states 
immediately began protecting the unborn’s right to life but, sadly, other states, such as Minne-
sota, doubled down on abortion extremism and in the intervening year abolished the decades-
old, scant, but reasonable, bipartisan protections for the unborn and diligently strove to in-
crease the number of abortions done in the state!  Then, adding insult to injury, in March of 
2024, right here in our capitol city of St. Paul, a sitting Vice-President made history by being 
the first administration official in our Republic’s history to actually visit an abortuary and ex-
toll the virtues of unfettered abortion access up to the moment of birth.
Unlike the rapid response to the fall of the Berlin Wall, what has been the response of right-
eous, God-fearing people, such as my fellow Knights of Columbus, to these ignominious 
events?  I, for one, am proud that there is already a myriad of prolife programs available for 
our communities from the Knights of Columbus.  Across the state, the K of C Ultrasound Ini-
tiative has already purchased dozens of lifesaving ultrasound machines.  The staff of Pregnan-
cy Resource Centers (PRC) extoll the irreplaceable role these machines have in saving count-
less lives by vividly demonstrating the humanity of the unborn child to abortion-minded par-
ents.  The Knights’ iconic Love Life; Choose Life green and white signs are a favorite and 
often clearly visible in many state and the national Marches for Life.  The newly added Aid 
and Support after Pregnancy Program and the Novena for Life are also available for our coun-
cils to provide additional financial and spiritual support.  
But is this enough for these present times?  Just as it’s impossible to overstate the role that the 
Knights of Columbus has had in the prolife battle, it is also impossible to overstate the force 
of the obstacles that lie in our path.  Abortion is on the rise again in Minnesota.  Only a tiny, 
tiny fraction of abortion-minded people ever enter a PRC where they can witness on an ultra-
sound screen the miracle of life they helped create.  
Isn’t it obvious that we are not going to be able to rely solely on laws, technology, or finances 
to vanquish the demons afflicting our society?  Isn’t the battle now for hearts, minds and 
souls?  As Knights, aren’t we now required in this stage of the battle to show-up, pray, and 
witness our prolife values to all?  Jesus, who said, “Let the little children come to me,” and, 
“Whatever you do to the least ones, you do to me,”  asked his disciples, “Couldn’t you spend 
an hour with me?”  How will we answer when that question is asked of us?  Shouldn’t we be 
joining the few brave people of faith (of all ages) scattered on the street corners praying in 
front of abortuaries so that no child will die without God knowing that they had someone to 
love them, pray for them, and plead for their life?  Many of these brave souls are women, 
some with strollers.  Many are also elderly.  
If the young and the frail can do this, what excuses will we, Brother Knights, have to give our 
Lord?  Is this going to be easy?  Of course not!  Is it impossible?  No, never!  If your council 
desires to take their prolife efforts to the next level, I welcome your calls, questions, and 
ideas/opinions as to next steps that should be taken.  Together, with just a little bit of extra 
effort, I am sure that the Minnesota Knights of Columbus can become the State of Minneso-
ta’s premier prolife powerhouse.  Or we can simply continue the status quo as our state cedes 
more and more spiritual territory to the devil.  

The choice is yours!  
God Bless!!
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The 2024–25 Soccer Championship Results
MN State Soccer Chairman Rodney Tholen 

tholen07@gmail.com     (612) 888-4627
The 2024 Minnesota Knights of Columbus Jurisdiction Soccer Challenge Shoot Out winners 
are recorded in the history books.  They are Adam Swatek, Zack Santini, Bram Hoffman, 
Micoush Amosh, Olive Hasse, Jazara Sanchez and Erica Robenz.  The State awarded each a 
Knights of Columbus trophy and a Knights of Columbus Soccer Ball.  The champions were 
from the age categories Girls 9, 10, and 11 and Boys 9,10,12, and 13. 
I could see eyes of joy and the agony of defeat amongst the contestants.  My heart swelled for 
all, the lesson learned, and the great pride of the parents and grandparents to see their champion 
participate.  We estimate attendance of around seventy people as we competed and watched the 
star players perform their twenty-five shots at goal.  Many kickers and their families moved 
along to compete in their own local team’s soccer games later that day.  Arguably, it was the 
nicest weather we have had at this early fall event.
To all Brother Knights, volunteers, participants, and coaches, thank you for what you did to 
make the 2024 Knights of Columbus Minnesota Jurisdiction Soccer Challenge a success.  A 
special Thank You goes to our hosts, Bloomington Council 3827, and my 2024 Co-Chairs, GK 
Tom Wenisch and SA Tom Citzinski.  Keep Shooting – you can start your 2025 K of C Coun-
cil Champion search now at fall festivals and community soccer games.



Live Online Exemplifications
Schedule on State website at MNKnights.org under Events>Degree Schedules

Contact Ceremonials Director Don Trudeau to schedule a virtual ceremony 
(612) 749-2982    

truknightsfs@comcast.net
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Invoke the Intercession of the Defender of Life
The U.S. Supreme Court is hearing oral arguments in a case that has the potential to 
make a major impact in the widespread accessibility of chemical abortion (abortion 
pills). Chemical abortions are now the most common form of abortion in the United 
States.  The case is in response to the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA)      
promoting the availability of chemical abortion while ignoring risks to women and 
violating federal law.  In short, the FDA has enabled a nationwide mail-order      
abortion industry and turned neighborhood pharmacies into chemical abortion     
providers.  While the Supreme Court case is not about ending chemical abortion, it 
can restore limitations that the FDA has overridden.  When a Supreme Court deci-
sion is released, probably in June, we can expect a public and political reaction simi-
lar to the Dobbs decision that overturned Roe v. Wade.  The USCCB Committee on       
Pro-Life Activities is inviting Catholics to join a focused effort of prayer for the end 
of abortion and the protection of women and preborn children.  In particular, we will 
invoke the intercession of St. Joseph, Defender of Life with this prayer.  

Online and print versions 
of the prayer can be found at www.respectlife.org/prayer-to-st-joseph

Thank you for responding to this invitation to prayer for an end to all abortions 
and for the protection of women and preborn children.  

St. Joseph, Defender of Life, pray for us! 

Dearest St. Joseph,
at the word of an angel,
you lovingly took Mary into your home.
As God’s humble servant, you guided
the Holy Family on the road to Bethlehem,
welcomed Jesus as your own son
in the shelter of a manger,
and fled far from your homeland
for the safety of both Mother and Child.

We praise God that as their faithful protec-
tor,
you never hesitated to sacrifice
for those entrusted to you.
May your example inspire us also
to welcome, cherish, and safeguard
God’s most precious gift of life.

Help us to faithfully commit ourselves
to the service and defense of human life
— especially where it is 
vulnerable or threatened.
Obtain for us the grace
to do the will of God in all things.  
Amen.

Minnesota 
K of C Student 

Loan Fund
Contact 

Brother Knight 
Mike Daly

(952) 873-2213 
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
(See page 20 for more info)

Ask a friend, family 
member, coworker, or 

acquaintance to join the 
Order today!

Share the joys and benefits 
of our Brotherhood with 

other Catholic gentlemen!
Help us to Pray, Grow, 

and Love Together as we 
Serve Together Doing 

God Works!

Good Start!
District Master Don Trudeau  

master@mnknights.org     truknightsfs@comcast.net
(612) 749-2982

Over the weekend of Oct 25, 26, and 27, we exemplified 50 new Sir 
Knights.  The exemplification took place at The Church of St Augustine in 
St. Cloud, MN.  This is a good start to the fraternal year … but … we need 
to keep it going.  We need the councils to fill their coffers with new 
Knights and encourage them to take that next step to the patriotic arm of the Knights of Co-
lumbus.
We are coming up soon to the 125th anniversary of the Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree.  
In 1900, 1000 men came to New York City to be the first to be initiated into the newest prin-
ciple of the Knights of Columbus, namely Patriotism!  The date was February 22, 1900.  On 
February 22, 2025, they will try to recreate that same atmosphere again in New York City.  
They will once again bring "Knights" of Columbus to "Sir" Knights of Columbus.  I will 
pass on more information as it comes in for anyone who might want to attend or even go 
through this ceremony.  Also, this will be the very first presentation of the newest version of 
the Fourth Degree ceremony!!  Stay Tuned!!
Lastly, I'd like to encourage everyone, especially my Brother Knights and Sir Knights to 
exercise your right to choose those who will lead our government, be it at the local, state or 
federal level!!
Blessed Michael McGivney … Pray For Us!!
Vivat Jesus!

Replace Yourself and the Order will Exist!
Replace Yourself EACH YEAR, and the Order will GROW!!!



New Council 
Development 

Chairman Bob Penas
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

(320) 761-0488

Have an idea on where a council is 
needed? Give me a call, 

and we’ll work on starting one up!

Delta Drives — Not Your Old Fashioned Church Drive 
Orville Fillbrandt     612-751-2943     Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Councils have to grow to survive.  That means inviting men to join your coun-
cil is part of your core mission.  Inviting men to join us is as important as 
planning a food drive or pancake breakfast or blood drive.  Having new men 
and new ideas is actually MORE important for the long-term health of your 
council than making sure any single program succeeds in meeting the needs of 
those less fortunate, because of all the people who can be helped in the future 
by a prosperous council.
Delta Drives MUST be organized, intentional invitations to the community for 
Catholic men to join the Knights of Columbus.  Plan and hold a Delta Drive 
and make sure your message goes out by email and in bulletins as well as live 
announcements.  
Delta Drive scripts and announcements are on the State website 

at https://mnknights.org/delta-drive-resources/
· Each Council should have 2 Delta Drives - one in October and one in 

March - Every Council/District participates!!! Order the Membership Kits 
and the Delta Drive Kits NOW!!!  Councils with multiple parishes should 
have more Delta Drives. Submit an Online Membership Drive Schedule 
Form when your drive is scheduled, and submit an Online Membership 
Drive Report at the conclusion of your drive (forms on mnknights.org).

· To access training for Delta Church Drives on Supreme, go to the On De-
mand Training page of the kofc.org website, on the Council Operations tab.  
This training is available for you to watch at any time, at your convenience.  
Direct link to the registration page is: https://goto.webcasts.com/
starthere.jsp?ei=1655453&tp_key=aee21378f4

· Resources for conducting church drives can also be found on the Supreme 
Inviting Men to Join page, on the Recruitment Strategies tab.  These include 
a Church Drive Checklist, Pulpit Announcements, and Bulletin Announce-
ments.

· Plan/Schedule one New Exemplification Degree Per Month Per District and 
submit Form 450 (form on mnknights.org).

Please call or email me if you have any comments or questions.  Vivat Jesus!

Programs Equal Actions 
Evangelizing

Let’s face it, Brother Knights.  There’s not a 
Knight alive who joined the Order so he could 
come to a meeting every month and discuss 
the size of the sausages to serve at the next 
pancake breakfast.  They join to help needy 
kids, help paint the rectory, collect and deliver 
food for the hungry, encourage young people 
to live their faith, and to grow in their own 
faith.  They join to put Catholic social teach-
ing into practice with other men like them-
selves.  They join to DO stuff!
Let your programs, your activities, and your 
ACTIONS evangelize!  Be not afraid, open 
the doors to Christ, and invite other men  to 
join us as we Pray ~ Love ~ and Grow the 
Order in Service to All!  

REMEMBER: 
Every  council 
activity is an 

opportunity to 
evangelize and 

invite other men 
to join us in doing 

God’s work 
here on earth!  

Continue to Grow 
the Order, 

and increase our 
capacity to do 

God work!
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Keep Christ in 
Christmas Religious 

Christmas Cards
Keep Christ in Christmas Card Chairman 

Jeff Bagniewski
jeffslittlestore@gmail.com

(507) 884-1521
This year we will be using a new          
company for our Christmas card            
program. 
The cards will be packed 12 per box with 
matching envelopes for a suggested retail 
price of $13.00.  
The council cost is $8.50 per box plus 
shipping. 
The order form and a more thorough     
description of the cards and other        
religious items for sale is on our website 
at MNKnights.org under Programs.

Thank you for helping 
keep Christ in Christmas!

Pray ~ Love ~ Grow



Dial a Knight Birthday Initiative 
Each Knight  Receives a Call on His Birthday from his Grand Knight 

to Check In and Wish Him Happy Birthday

Why?????
Promotes Fraternity   *   Keeps Council Records Up-to-date

Lets Each Brother Know How Important He is to Your Council
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Council Website 
Information

The MN State Council has 
the ability to add users to 

council websites.  So, if your      
council’s website is dated or 
if you’ve never done much 

with it, let us know at 
adminassistant@mnknights.org 
We’ll add a new editor to the 

site and give them training 
so they can keep it 

up-to-date.
We have developed 6 videos 
on certain aspects of editing 
your website and they can 
also be found on the State 

website! There is also a help 
website within this system 
for you to learn more about 

editing certain aspects of 
your council’s website. 

The Affiliate Membership Program
MN Affiliate Membership Coordinator: Lonnie Spaeth     

lspaeth@newulmtel.net     (507) 276-2851
For those councils not familiar with this program, here is a summary:

* Allows councils to move members who do not pay their K of C dues to be removed 
from their K of C council roster

* Instead of associate or insurance members, they will become affiliate members 
* Honorary life and priests cannot be affiliate members 
* The lists of members that the council wishes to delete from their roster are to be submit-

ted to Supreme in Excel format only
* The title of the spreadsheet must be in this format: “Council 12345 Affiliate Recom-

mendation List”
* Progression of the spreadsheet lists:

1. FS prepares the list in Member Management and sends list to the GK
2. GK reviews list and sends it to the DD
3. DD Reviews list with the GK and sends list to Supreme, SD DeCrans, and me

* DD emails list to Supreme at:  affilite@KofC.org
For more information, go to the MN State K of C website:

1. www.MNKnights.org
2. In the upper right corner search box enter “AFFILIATE”
3. Select: Affiliate Membership
4. I suggest you print out the Guidebook offered

Any questions?  Let me know.  I will answer your questions within 24 hours.

Keys to Successful Programs ~ Pray * Love * Grow
State Program Director Stan Nordin

17601 123rd St SE ~ Becker MN 55308     programdirector@mnknights.org     (763) 333-6442
This fraternal year’s theme is Pray, Love, Grow.  For this article, I choose to contemplate 
Pray.  Brother Knights, now more than ever, we need to pray.  When looking at prayer, pray 
for the unborn, pray the Rosary, pray for new members to join our councils in these tough 
times, pray for the end to the wars, pray for our programs to be successful, and add an hour of 
Adoration.  Brothers, now more than ever, we need to pray for more laity to join us.  "The 
harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few."  Brothers, during your prayer time or time at 
adoration, please pray (with your council members) a nine day Surrender Novena where 
Membership is what we are Sur render ing to our  Lord.  Ask our  Lord to help us in our  
church drives, help us think out of the box on membership, guide our thoughts, and soften our 
hearts with humility.  This is one example of what councils can do in November so that, as we 
enter into Christmas, we can have abundant laborers reaching out to us who will join us as 
Brother Knights.

Plan your distribution for Coats for Kids.
Plan Council Church Drives, and Invite, Invite, and Invite!

Try one new program like a Holy Hour, Spiritual Reflection Program, or Food Drive.
Hold your Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest.

Review the Safe Environment reports in Officers Online to validate that all
safe environment requirements have been met.

Reminder:  Every program is an opportunity for recruitment!
Please reach out with any questions you may have.

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM
Pray  *  Love  *  Grow

Building the 
Domestic 

Church:  The 
Family Fully 

Alive
http://www.kofc.org/

un/en/domestic-
church/

MISSION
Together We’re 
Empowering 

Catholic Men to 
Live Their Faith 

at Home, in 
Their Parish, 
and in Their 
Community.



The Importance of 
Reviewing ALL of your 

Insurance Policies 
Regularly

Our Knights of Columbus Agents 
are trained to make sure to help you 
with a plan, to make sure your    
family knows who to call and what 
to expect.
Do yourself and your family a favor 
and call us for a review today. We 
will not only go over your policies 
but also other companies’ polices 
and how those work. The last thing 
your loved ones need is a surprise 
during the saddest of times.

General Agent Joe Remer
161 Main Ave W

PO BOX 100
Winsted MN

Office: (320) 485-2202     
Cell: (612) 272-8635 
joe.remer@kofc.org

General Agent Lloyd Cybart
1301 E Cliff Rd, Suite 110 

Burnsville MN 55337 
Office: (952) 686-7720

Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org

The Catholic 
Difference

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values 
Ethical Sales & 

Investing
Service to the Church 
and the Community

Looking for a Career change, 
check out the Knights of 

Columbus
A Career Unlike Any Other - YouTube
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Long-Term Care Awareness Month
Insurance Message From Your GA’s

This time of year, we give thanks for the many blessings in our lives.  We are thankful to 
call each of you our Brother Knight and give thanks to God for all he has helped us do in 
our community this year. 
We want to take this opportunity to help you prepare for the possibility that you or your 
spouse may one day need extended care.  November is Long-Term Care Awareness 
Month.  With that in mind, we would like to share a valuable resource available to you 
and your family and encourage you to check this out. 
WhatCareCosts gives you access to view the costs of Skilled Nursing Homes, Home 
Health Aides, and Assisted Living Facilities in your area and across the country.  This 
service is available free of charge to all our members regardless of whether or not you 
hold an insurance policy with Knights of Columbus. 
Visit www.whatcarecosts.com/KnightsofColumbus and enter sponsor code “KofC” to get 
started.  We want to help families focus on their time with their loved ones – not the finan-
cial cost of caring for them.  Now is the time to prepare for your family’s future needs.  
Your Knights of Columbus agents can help you review your financial goals and ensure 
you have an extended care plan in place.  Call us and set up an appointment.  Vivat Jesus!



File your Council 990-N 
e-Postcard to Maintain 

your Council’s 
Tax-exempt Status
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VIRTUAL 
CEREMONIES 

Attention DD’s, RC’s, 
and GK’s!!! 

If your council finds that a vir-
tual exemplification is your 
best alternative, here is the pro-
cedure for requesting one…
· Check the Ceremonial web-

site’s Virtual Degree Regis-
tration for possible upcoming 
ceremonies

· If there are none or they are 
not good dates for you, com-
municate with your candi-
date(s) as to the best days to 
attend  (NOTE: 1st and last 
Thursdays and 2nd Mondays 
are not available)

· Email or Call Ceremonial 
Director to discuss availabil-
ity of the dates

· CD will post that date and 
time on the website so that 
anyone else can attend

This will assure the team doing 
the ceremony that there is at 

least one candidate!!!
Exemplification Schedule:  

https://mnknights.org/
event_category/degree-

schedules/
Virtual Degree Registration:   

https://mnknights.org/
registration-for-a-scheduled-

exemplification/
Ceremonials Director 

Don Trudeau
truknightsfs@comcast.net

(612) 749-2982
If you wish to form a ceremoni-

als team and you need help, 
please contact the CD Don 

or visit the ceremonials website 
at https://mnknights.org/

exemplifications/    
for more information!!

Into The Breach
Orville Fillbrandt, Faith Director     (612)751-2943     Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Into the Breach is an excellent program for parish men, council member, and members of the 
district —12 mini-seminar schedule: Masculinity, Brotherhood, Leadership, Fatherhood, 
Family, Life, Prayer, Suffering, Sacramental Life, Spiritual Warfare, Evangelization, and The 
Cornerstone.  It is possible to combine some of them to shorten the schedule.  Each session 
includes prayer, video, and discussion led by a leader.  Councils will prayerfully examine the 
crisis of religious faith in our world.  By discussing the lessons and calls to action found 
throughout Into the Breach, men will begin to devise a personal plan of spiritual battle to 
strengthen their lives, their families, and their communities.  To obtain Into the Breach pro-
gram resources, visit www.kofc.org/breach.
Using this Knights of Columbus video series inspired by Bishop Olmsted's inspirational letter 
that outlines the challenges faced by men of faith in the world today, councils will prayerfully 
examine the crisis of religious faith in our world and devise a personal plan of spiritual battle 
to strengthen their lives, families, and communities.  To obtain Into the Breach program re-
sources, visit www.kofc.org/breach.
Into the Breach: The Mission of the Family video series (5 videos) presents parents with 
the Catholic vision of family life and inspires them to incorporate it into daily life.  By view-
ing and discussing this inspirational series, and using their accompanying study guide, men 
(as well as couples) will be equipped with the wisdom and practical tools they need to better 
lead their families in living out the Faith.  Resources at kofc.org/intothebreach.

Iron Sharpens Iron     *     Men Need Men     *     Pray Together
Show Your Love Through Service * Grow in Your Faith and Grow the Order

Teenage Saint Carlo Acutis Vatican Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit 
Submitted by Mary Clare Wareham (Lakeville Auxiliary 8367)

The detailed historical research and computer proficiency of an Italian teenage boy, now Saint Carlo 
Acutis, is the source for the Vatican Eucharistic Miracles of the World Exhibition which was first de-
veloped as his website in 2004-06.  It toured Italian parishes before being gifted to the United States 
through the Real Presence Association.  The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse Wisconsin 
has taken over the loan of the exhibit, but Epiphany Parish in Coon Rapids also has the full set for loan 
to our Archdiocesan parishes and even beyond to nearby states.  The exhibit is available in English and 
Spanish.
The exhibit is really a multifaceted experience as parishes can add a feature for children helping them 
search and answer questions about some of the Miracles.  They can offer Blessed Carlo holy cards and 
a comic book about his life.  He died at age 15 of leukemia and besides the Eucharistic Miracles, he 
created exhibits on Hell, Purgatory and Paradise, Angels and Demons, and Apparitions and Shrines of 
Our Lady.
Epiphany parish was also able to obtain his first class relic for veneration during the Vatican exhibit 
prior to their 36th Anniversary Celebration of Perpetual Adoration.  Included with the full set of 167 
poster panels are red and white tablecloths and sashes, several tall pull up promotional advertisements, 
plus detailed suggestions for creating a very profound spiritual experience for all, both children and 
adults. 
All this makes for a very prayerful time; Gregorian Chant music plays 
while people walk in silence viewing each poster that documents a veri-
fied Eucharistic Miracle, the total spanning several hundred years of 
Church history.  They are awesome and amazing.  Do you know, for ex-
ample, that the Blood in the Host when it has turned to flesh and the 
drops of consecrated Blood from the Chalice, when tested, are always 
type AB?  Or, that natural disasters like flooding were prevented from 
destroying the Eucharist in the Tabernacle, or that a priest held up Our 
Lord in the Sacred Host on a beach in Colombia and the approaching 
tidal wave sunk and retreated?  Then also marvel at the ways little ani-
mals have often protected and preserved the Sacred Host. 

Epiphany presented the full exhibit to their parishioners as a 
lead up to their 36th Anniversary of Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration celebration.  Peggy Powell, who facilitates the 
exhibit's loan, said it was edifying to see hundreds of people 
and families coming throughout the day to view the Exhibit.  
If your parish wishes to present the Exhibit contact Peggy 
Powell at Jesuswetrustinyou@q.com or (763) 755-7706.



Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
An AURA OF GRACE in the Parish and Community

Submitted by Mary Clare Wareham (Lakeville Auxiliary 8367)

The following are excerpts from the talk Peggy Powell of Epiphany Parish in Coon Rapids MN gives to parish groups interested in beginning 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration. For many years she assisted Father Victor Warkulwiz M.S.S. who gave the Adoration Start-up and annual 
Boost Homilies in the majority of our Archdiocesan parishes to begin Perpetual Adoration.  Though Father Victor has passed, those Homi-
lies are still available for priests to help get new adorers for their Adoration Chapels and to start new ones. 
www.SacredHeartsPublications.com
Before COVID, our Archdiocese had 43 Chapels of Perpetual Adoration. When our parish Masses stopped, many of the Adoration Chapels 
were affected and the number declined to 26. It is well past time for our parishes to return to Perpetual Adoration of Our Lord, not only be-
cause He deserves it and for our own personal holiness, but because it puts Him where He belongs: at the very Center of parish life. When 
we are with Jesus in this way we “touch Him in faith and power goes out from Him.” Luke 8:46 This creates an Aura of Grace that perme-
ates everything the parish does and flows beyond into the community to bring healing, order and peace. Where God is adored 24/7 the devil 
flees.
Perpetual Adoration Transforms the World
St. Faustina was praying before the Blessed Sacrament.  She saw pink and white rays of divine light emanating from His Sacred Heart radiat-
ing throughout the entire chapel.  Whenever someone came to the chapel for a visit these divine rays would go forth from Jesus to encircle 
the whole world.  Jesus explained that each person coming before him in the Blessed Sacrament in faith represents all of humanity and that 
every man, woman, and child on the face of the earth experiences a new effect of His goodness, grace, love, and mercy for each Holy Hour 
made in His divine presence.  We are truly the body of Christ and we become Apostles of Prayer that can change the world.
In 2017 The Catholic Register ran an article about Ciudad Juarez Mexico, listed in 2010 as one of the most dangerous cities in the world due 
to drug cartels and gang related violence. Father Patricio Hileman began Perpetual Adoration in one of the parishes there. The parishioners 
told him, “Only Jesus is going to save us from this, only Jesus can give us security.” He told of one incident when the City was under siege.  
A woman was on her way to the chapel to do her Holy Hour at 3:00 am when she was intercepted by six soldiers who asked her where she 
was heading.  When the woman told that that she was going to “the little chapel” the uniformed men asked her where that could be, because 
everything was closed at that hour.  Then the woman suggested they accompany her to see themselves.  When they got to the chapel, the sol-
diers found six women making the Holy Hour at 3 o’clock in the morning. She added, “Do you think you’re protecting us?  We’re praying 
for you 24 hours a day.”
One of the uniformed men fell down holding his gun, crying in front of the Blessed Sacrament.  The next day at 3:00 am  they saw him in 
civilian clothes doing a Holy Hour, weeping oceans of tears. Within two months of the Adoration Chapel opening, the police called and said, 
“Father, since the Chapel was opened there has not been one death in Juarez.  It’s been two months since anyone has died.”  “When a par-
ish adores God day and night, the city is transformed,” Fr. Hileman said. 
Mother Teresa said, “What will convert America and save the world?  My answer is for every parish to come before Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament in holy hours of prayer.” Is this the answer to the increase in crime, violence and the deterioration of Christian culture in our own 
time? In the Old Testament we read that the Israelites were instructed by God regarding Temple worship which was to be Perpetual. Day and 
Night there was always someone before the Holy of Holies offering incense and worship. And God told them that if they promised to always 
do so, He would prosper them and protect them from their enemies. When they ceased doing that, they were overcome and taken into captiv-
ity in Babylon. Could it be that their Perpetual Temple worship and its relation to their safety and prosperity was a prefiguration of the need 
for Perpetual Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament for our time?
In 1988, Fr. Bernard Reiser, said yes to Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration at our parish, Church of the Epiphany in Coon Rapids MN.   He be-
came a strong supporter and wanted to share the many blessings.  Daily Mass attendance increased to over 250, confessional lines are longer 
than ever, the number of people returning to the Faith is “unbelievable” and the number of people seeking instruction in the Catholic Faith 
has increased every year. He attributed all these blessings as fruits of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration.
In our Epiphany Parish Adoration Chapel we have a booklet of “favors granted” from those who pray in Adoration sharing how God has 
blessed them.  Some of these favors are:
God healed the wounds of conflict in our family
Thank you for removing all the cancer from Veronica
My son returned to Church and the Sacraments
My sister-in-law and her husband returned to Church and Our Lord after 45 years.  He is going to make his Confirmation and they are going 
to have their marriage blessed.  Thank you Lord for making me one of your instruments.
Pope St. John Paul II said, “The best, the most effective, and the surest way of bringing peace on the face of the earth is through the great 
power of Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, because only Jesus has the power and the love to redirect the course of human his-
tory back to the path of peace, which He promised.”   
I would like to close with this thought:
Eucharistic Adoration is a bit of heaven on earth because Jesus is continuously adored by the faithful here on earth as He is continuously 
adored by the angels and saints in heaven. There is no greater joy than to invite people to love our Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament.  He 
is waiting for each of us.  You will witness graces and blessings that God will bestow upon your family, your parish, your community, and 
the entire world.

For assistance in starting Perpetual Adoration or to schedule the Vatican Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit (article on page 16), 
contact Peggy Powell  612-202-3403 or email jesuswetrustinyou@q.com
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Remember, we need to support our seminarians. They are the    
future of the Catholic Church here in Minnesota. Councils, please 
sponsor at least one seminarian through the RSVP program.  Ask 
your diocese for a list of seminarians you can help support. To 
stretch your RSVP funds, remember that for every $500 given to an 

individual, the Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly $100 up to a maximum 
of $400 per individual supported.  Don’t forget to provide your “adopted” seminarians or 
religious aspirants with moral support and prayers for their success. More information can 
be found at 

www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/rsvp.html#/

RSVP 

Family of 
the Month 

Congratulations to 
all our wonderful 
Families of the 

Month! 

Choose a Family of the Month 
every month.  Honor your 
council’s families and show 
them their dedication and the 
example they set is greatly ap-
preciated.  Present them with a 
Family of the Month certifi-
cate!  Enter them in Supreme’s 
contest!  One MN family is 
selected each month.  
Submissions must be complet-
ed online using Fraternal Pro-

grams Report Form #10784.  It 
is found by going onto kofc.org 
and choosing Programs under 
the What We Do menu.  Click 
on resources and the link to the 

form is listed on that page.  
You enter your member num-

ber and last name and Supreme 
will email you a link (at the 
email you have on file with       

Supreme).  
Questions?  Contact Chairman 

Terry Meyer
terryandjan64@gmail.com

(763) 786-7982
Choose a Family of the Year 
from your Families of the 
Month and use this program on 
Form SP-7.
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Choose a Knight of 
the Month Each & 

Every Month!
Select a Knight to honor each 
month.  Publish it in your 
council newsletter and present 
him with a Knight of 
the Month certificate.  
Choose a Knight of 
the Year from these 
gentlemen, and use 
this program on 
Form SP-7. 

Pregnancy Resource Center Support
Chairman Jeremy Hadash     jhbargains80@gmail.com      (763) 325-5840

Pregnancy resource centers remain on the front lines of serving our country’s most vulnera-
ble populations, and Knights of Columbus councils and assemblies have always been a criti-
cal support for them.  This continues under our Faith in Action programs.
Councils should support any local center in their area with finances and prayer.  If you do 
not know whether there is a pregnancy resource center in your community, check https://
elevatelifeusa.org/.  Elevate Life is a resource organization for pregnancy centers in Minne-
sota and western Wisconsin, and their list of locations may help you find your nearest cen-
ter.  Although not every pregnancy resource center in the state is on their list, every center 
that is listed is committed to ethical and professional service, and worthy of your assistance.  
In addition, you can meet the goals of this program by supporting Elevate Life itself.  Ele-
vate Life provides training, information, and insurance coverage for its member pregnancy 
resource centers, all of which are vital for these centers to function in today’s world.
If there is not a local pregnancy resource center near you, but your council would still like to 
participate in this program, you might try supporting a center in a neighboring community. 
Alternatively, you might try Abria Pregnancy Resources, which is located immediately 
across the street from the largest abortion provider in Minnesota.  If a young woman from 
your community is referred for an abortion, there is a good chance this is where they will be 
going, and Abria will be the prolife option they will be diverted to by sidewalk counselors 
or signs in the area.  Check out https://supporters.abria.org/.
If you are able, fundraisers and direct work at the center are great ways to implement this 
program.  Popular options range from baby bottle fundraisers, sponsorships of the center’s 
fundraising events such as dinners and 5K races, and providing a cleaning or lawn mainte-
nance crew.

Pilgrim Icon Prayer Program Saint Joseph Icons Schedule 
Pilgrim Icon Prayer Program Chairman Dan Sawyer     

dsawyer70@gmail.com      
(612) 840-6608

See our updated Minnesota schedule to the 
right.  It’s a perfect opportunity to bring the 
men of your parish closer to our Spiritual 
Father.  For resources including a documen-
tary video and discussion guide, devotions, 
and more, visit kofc.org/PilgrimIcon.
Every council participating in the Pilgrim Icon Program should report their participa-
tion through online form 10784.
Please check this district schedule, so you can plan to participate in this wonderful program.  
Contact me with questions, comments about the program, and if you need additional sup-
plies.
The Prayer Booklets are to stay with the Icon and materials.  Participants are encouraged to 
keep the Prayer Card. Update online or via the QR Code for each presentation. The QR 
Code is fastened to the Icon Carrying Case for easy access, and so it does not get 
lost. Thank you.

Date NE NW SE SW
S   

Metro
N  

Metro W
Nov. 2024 2 10 27 20 30 63 45
Dec. 2024 7 10 27 20 30 52 39



Invite Someone 
to Join 
Today!

Share the pride! 
Share the joy!

Share the Satisfaction!

Sample Bulletin Announcement
The Knights of Columbus is a trusted name, tried by time, present where men are, providing 

inspiring resources and support for strengthening your faith and living a life of virtue.
Knights lead with faith.  Knights protect our families.  Knights serve those in need.

When the world says men should step aside, Knights of Columbus step up.
We are Catholic men.  We live by principles informed by faith.  

We are sons, fathers, husbands, and grandfathers.  
Join us on life’s greatest adventure to discover the man God calls you to be.

BECOME A KNIGHT — KofC.org/JoinUs

Membership Recruitment Strategies
¨ Call all members and parishioners, especially those you haven’t seen or heard from in a while.  

Ask how they’re doing.  Ask if there is anything the council can do to help them through 
these difficult days.  

¨ Publicize the good works of the council and the Order.  The more men know about who we 
are and what we do, the more receptive they’ll be to an invitation to join.

¨ Make sure your parish website and/or E-bulletin has information about the Order’s Into the 
Breach and other faith formation materials.  Especially in areas where Masses are still can-
celled or severely curtailed, these materials will fill a very real spiritual void.

¨ Have a conversation with your pastor.  What does he need?  Servers for virtual Masses?  Peo-
ple to clean and disinfect the Church, getting it ready for Masses to resume?  (continued on 
the next page — sidebar)

¨ Be the organization he can count on … and remind him that with more members, you’d be 
able to provide even greater service.

¨ Conduct food drives.  Your councils can impact your community and you can be visible while 
you do it.

¨ Host a blood drive.  The need for blood is great, but the pandemic has caused the cancellation 
of many drives.  Host a drive in your church hall or council meeting place, and publicize it 
throughout your parish and community.  Make sure those members who volunteer at the drive 
or who donate are wearing their K of C gear.

¨ Most importantly, focus on what you can do, not on what you cannot.  We all know that we’re 
limited in what we can do.  But that doesn’t mean that we’re powerless.  If you believe – as I 
know you do – that new members are needed now more than ever, I know you’ll figure out 
how to find those new members.
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Key-Ask About Kiosk
Church Book Kiosk Chairman 

DD49 Dennis Cummings 
dennis_j_cummings@yahoo.com

(651) 428-4929
For $150, a council can pur-
chase a floor-standing display 
of 15 different religious books 
and accompanying posters to 
help advertise them to parish-
ioners and visitors.  The sturdy 
bookshelf holds 15 copies of 
each book for a total of 225 
items and can easily be placed 
in a church’s narthex for con-
venient public access.  The col-
lection's topics include Prayer 
Time, Letter to Families, A 
Scriptural Rosary, Saint Bene-
dict for Busy Parents, Faith: 
Questions and Answers, Into 
the Breach, Gift of Fatherhood, 
Family in the Modern World, 
Mary—Mother of God, God's 
Plan for Love and Marriage, 
The Family Fully Alive, Lord -
Teach Us to Pray, The Good 
Life - God's Way, Becoming a 
Real Man of God, and Saint 
Joseph - Our Father in Faith.

For more information, please 
visit 

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-
we-do/faith-in-action-programs/
faith/building-domestic-church-
kiosk.html (or type kiosk into 
the search box on kofc.org) 

If you don't already participate 
in this program, talk with your 
pastor about setting it up at your 
church.  If you do participate, 
remember to mention the pro-
gram on your Columbian 
Award Application (Form SP-
7).  Feel free to contact me with 
any questions.  Vivat Jesus!

Use this generic online prospect form on your smartphone to 
collect contact information from your prospects!!!  

https://info.kofc.org/us.html https://info.kofc.org/us_sp.html (for Spanish)
Put in a council email contact to re-
ceive the contact information from 
the prospect and follow up!!  Su-
preme will send them information 
about the Knights and encourage 
them to become a member until you 
are able to bring them into your 
council through the exemplification 
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. 

Free Our Sons: Fathers Leading Their Sons to Live Porn Free
Our sons need someone to guide them to live free of pornography.  The Free Our Sons 
course and workshop can help you be that person for your son.  Freedom to Love is of-
fering an online course that will help you guide your sons to live a life free of pornogra-
phy and the sexual sin that comes with it.  Fathers will learn practical strategies and 
methods to help their sons.  Your council can also host an in-person workshop at your 
parish.  Learn more at www.freedomtolove.org



Paul Haik
612-333-7400

Patrick Glenski
507-271-2183

Joe Vandermark
612-819-9164

Joe Bertram
320-249-5003

Jason Palo
612-716-4636

Ross Holmes
63-234-7834

· KC Members

· Wives

· Children

· and immediate 
family members 
of a deceased 
Knights if the 
Knight was in 
good standing at 
the time of death. 

Eligibility of 
Applicants

· 3.75% Fixed      
interest rate.

· Interest        
accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed.

· No payments 
required until  
completion of 
BS/BA Degree.

· No credit 
checks.

Terms
Loan 

Amounts

$4,000.00
Vo-Tech

Freshman
Sophomore

Junior 
Senior
Grad       

Student

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 
is a designated 501(C)(3) Non-Profit corporation and your          
personal donation is tax deductible.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc

PO Box 126
Belle Plaine, MN  56011

KC Student 
Loan Board

All Seminarians and religious vocations 
may borrow money to complete their         
vocational studies free of interest.  Upon 
ordination, a Priest, Brother or Nun will 
have one year of his or her loan forgiven 
for each year they remain in their vocation.

Administrator:
Michael J. Daly
952-873-2213

Email:
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Contact  
InformationSeminarians & Religious Vocations

Support this Program


