ol Zhe Flag - The Sword - The Lross |
L Knights of Columbus — Fourth Degree
Minnesota District — Marquette Province

Volume 1V, Issue IV December 2023

Master’s Minute

Worthy Sir Knights and Brothers All.

We have just entered the season of Advent, “A time of preparation.” In addition to shopping and preparing
our homes for the upcoming Christmas holiday with family and friends, let us not forget to take time out of
our hectic schedules to prepare ourselves for Jesus’ coming, the true reason for the season

As Fourth-Degree Knights, we have an obligation to heavily promote the ideals of the Order and assist our
clergy whenever possible. Please talk to your Pastor and schedule a Christmas Honor Guard if possible. This
is a wonderful way to promote the Knights of Columbus as the visible arm of the order.

* Remember, only New Uniforms may be worn in Honor/Color Guards.

If your Assembly is planning to hold a Renewal of Obligations ceremony at your January meeting, please let
me know so we can plan accordingly. For those Assemblies who do not have this event on your assembly
calendar for January, I encourage you to do so. This ceremony is a unique opportunity to retake the pledges
you took during your First, Second, Third and Fourth Degrees and in the fellowship of your Brother Sir
Knights, reinforce your commitment to uphold the virtues of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.

During this Holiday season, let us not forget our Veterans. We are still looking for Sir Knights and Assemblies
to adopt one of our nearby VA facilities as part of their Patriotic Programs and ensure that we have VAVS
representatives at each of these facilities going into 2023. Volunteers are needed at veterans’ facilities across
the state on a regular basis. For more information, please contact our District Veteran’s Affairs Volunteer
Services (VAVS) Committee Chair: PFN Matthew L. Heffron at matt.heffron@spaatz.org.

Finally, Lady Debbie and I would like to wish each of you and your families a Blessed Advent, a Blessed
Christmas, and a Happy New Year. Please take time over these holiday seasons to enjoy time with family and
friends.

My sincere thank you for all you have done during this past year and continue to do for the Knights of
Columbus and the Fourth Degree.

Remember — “Sir Knight” is not just a title, it is “An Honor”!

James M. Witzman, Master
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From the desk of the Supreme Master

TO: All Assemblies
RE: Exemplification Fee and Name Badges

1. At the meeting of the Supreme Board of Directors in July 2023, the Laws and Rules Governing the
Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus were amended by increasing the exemplification fee from
$70 to $90.

2. There has not been an increase since 2006. By comparison, $70 in 2006 had a buying power of
approximately $106 today. Due to inflation, the $70 exemplification fee now has a buying power of
approximately $47.

3. The increase is necessary to prevent District Masters from incurring a monetary loss in conducting
exemplifications.

4. It is strongly encouraged that exemplifications be held in a parish setting, relying upon the support of
the local assembly and its councils to provide a quality banquet at an affordable price, avoiding catering
and rental hall expenses when possible.

5. Effective immediately, a Knights of Columbus name badge may be worn on the Fourth-Degree

uniform only in_social settings. Wearing the name badge is not authorized when participating in
color corps/honor guard functions.

6. The name badge shall be the member’s assembly name badge with a magnetic backing worn on the
right breast since the emblem and miniature medals prevent wear on the left breast. The exception to
assembly badges would be state council officer badges or badges indicating Fourth Degree officer
positions.

7. Where medical reasons prevent the wear of a magnetic backing (e.g., a pacemaker), the member may
use a badge with a pin backing.

8. Any questions should be directed to SupremeMaster@kofc.org.

LML

Michael R. McCusker

SUPREME OFFICE 1 COLUMBUS PLAZA « NEW HAVEN « CONNECTICUT 06510-3326 * (203) 752-4000
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Assembly Activity Report

Minnesota State Council - Midyear Meeting

Thank you to the dedicated members of the Minnesota Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree Honor Guard who
participated in the Minnesota State Council Midyear Meeting.

Friday Evening Opening Mass

Opening Mass with an Honor Guard of 15 for Associate State Chaplain Fr. Brian Lynch. Special thanks to
Former Vice Supreme Master Craig Larson for joining. (no photo available)

Saturday Evening Closing Mass

Closing Mass with an Honor Guard of 19 to escort The Most Reverend Joseph A. Williams, Auxiliary
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, for the Closing Mass.

------

A Finad Sadte

11/05/2023  McGolrick # 531 — Duluth SK Walter B. Fischer, PFN
11/30/2023  Monsignor Ravoux #529 — St Paul SK Robert J. Schmoeckel

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of all the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.”

Please send me information for any member of your Assembly that passes away, that they may be
honored here. Also, let me know if they held any leadership positions such as FDD, PGK or PFN so we
can properly recognize them.
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o Minnesota State Council - Midyear Meeting

VeERVICE Ladies Activity

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

The ladies on Saturday afternoon were tying blankets to be given to veterans in facilities across the state of
Minnesota. All the fabric was provided and was funded from a generous donation. They had an enjoyable time
tying the blankets and enjoying pleasant conversation

Thank you to all the Ladies and our District Veteran’s Affairs Volunteer Services (VAVS) Committee Chair
SK Matt Heffron for coordinating the pickup and distribution of the blankets.
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= ol Assembly Activity Report (cont.)

Upcoming District Honor Guards

12/10/2023  Archdiocesan Diaconate Ordination
Cathedral of St. Paul, 239 Selby Ave. St. Paul, MN 55102
Assembly Time: 9:30 am Mass 10:00 am
Celebrant: The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis. * Please Dress at your car.

*Remember, only New Uniforms are authorized for wear at Honor & Color Guards!

District Calendar of Events

Dec 09, 2023 District Honor Guard — Archdiocesan Diaconate Ordination — St. Paul
Dec 16, 2023 Installation of Officers — Dismas 1684 — Perham
Jan 02, 2024 Renewal of Obligations — Fr. Reiser 3271 — Dayton
Jan 06, 2024 Renewal of Obligations — Father Pierz 530, Msgr. Keaveny 537,
Msgr. Scott 549 — Brainerd
Jan 08, 2024 Renewal of Obligations — Nicollet 526 & Christ the King 2649 — Loretto
Jan 08, 2024 Renewal of Obligations — Good Shepard 2604 — Lino Lakes
Jan 08, 2024 Renewal of Obligations — Archbishop Murray 538 — Hutchinson
Jan 17, 2024 Renewal of Obligations — Msgr. Meagher 1637 — Bloomington
Jan 29, 20243 District Honor Guard — CSCOE Mass of the Holy Spirit - Xcel Center

Upcoming Exemplifications

Apr 26-28, 2024 Spring Exemplification — Rochester, MN.
(Bishop Fitzgerald Assembly #548)

Please note the date change!
Oct 25-27, 2024 Fall Exemplification — TBD

If your Assembly is interested in Hosting one of these Exemplifications, please contact: District
Secretary, SK Dave DuPaul and he will provide information you can share with your Assembly.

The Flag - The Sword - The Cross 5




Supreme Master:

SK Michael R. McCusker PSD
One Columbus Plaza

New Haven, CT. 06507-0901

Vice Supreme Master — Marquette Province:
SK Gerry Mattix-Wand, FMFD

503 Vermont St.

Bethalto, IL. 62010

District Master:

SK James M. Witzman MFD
550 Jefferson Ln. NW

Elk River, MN. 55330-2636

District Marshals:
SK J. Ray Dixon PFN
SK Michael Bass Smith PFN (Hispanic Affairs)

District Secretary:
SK David L. DuPaul PFN

Degree Team Captain:
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD

Fort Saint Charles Chair:
SK James J. Andrie

Crow Wing Chapel Chair:
SK Michael R. Gangl PFN

Fr. Hennepin Statue Chair:
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD

Hall of Fame Committee Chair:
SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FMFD

Audit Committee Chair:
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FMFD

District Staff

suprememaster@kofc.org

gmwand@eawr.org

master@mnknights.org

ray_dixon@att.net

mlismith8@crimson.ua.edu

wbd846@webtv.net

bjacobs@patrioterect.com

Jim.andrie@hotmail.com

asrm3@yahoo.com

bjacobs@patrioterect.com

pcharter@comcast.net

grinnell9@mchsi.com

Veteran’s Affairs Volunteer Services (VAVS) Committee Chair:

SK Matthew L. Heffron PFN

Living Former District Masters:

SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FMFD

SK Robert J. Barry FMFD

SK Gregory J. van der Hagen PSD, FVSM
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FMFD

SK Robert N. Mathewson FMFD

SK Craig A. Larson PSD, FVSM

SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD

matt.heffron@spaatz.org

1986-1988 pcharter@comecast.net
1995-1998 bobjbgm@gmail.com
2002-2006 glvdh@mchsi.com
2006-2010 grinnell9@mchsi.com
2010-2014 Sfunifoxstd@aol.com
2014-2018 mnclars@gmail.com
2018-2020 bjacobs@patrioterect.com
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