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Masters Minute 
 
Worthy Sir Knights and Brothers All; 
 

Lady Debbie and I wish each of you and your families a Blessed Easter and hope you have opportunities to 
spend time to spend with family and friends.  Christ is Risen – He is Truly Risen. 
 
The 86th Spring Exemplification of the Fourth Degree for the District of Minnesota is being held on Saturday, 
April 15, 2022 at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Roseville, MN. Nicollet Assembly #526 will be our Host as a 
part of the 120th Anniversary of their Assembly and will Honor Past State Deputy and Former Master, Philip 
M. Harter.  
 
Our order is only as strong as the next generation and we owe it to all those we have known over the years 
who worked so hard to promote and grow the order. There is still time to recruit candidates from your Council 
to join the Fourth-Degree. Just as each of us had someone ask us to join the 4th degree, I would ask that you 
do the same.  
 
I want to thank all of the Assemblies who have taken the time to fill out and submit the 1728 Form: Survey of 
Fraternal Activity. We are at 88% completion as a district. I am missing reports from the following Assemblies: 
525, 527, 534 and 2604. This important form totals the charitable service hours and dollars that were donated 
over the past year as it helps to provide the Supreme Council with a summary record of the Activity of your 
Assembly, and Documents the Charitable Nature of the Order of the Knights of Columbus to maintain our 
Tax-Exempt status with the IRS. 
 
I have received about 74% of the Annual Assembly Assessments for the Fourth Degree Promotion, Fort St. 
Charles and the Military Chaplain’s Scholarship Funds which were due March 1st. I have not yet received 
assessments from the following Assemblies: 525, 527, 528, 531, 543, 546, 553, 2300, 2935 and 3604. 
 
If your Assembly is listed as outstanding and you have already submitted your Form 1728 or the annual 
assessments, please let me know. 
 

Remember – “Sir Knight” is not just a title, it is “An Honor”!  
 

James M. Witzman, Master  
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86th Spring Exemplification 

 
 
 

The 86th Spring Exemplification of the Fourth Degree for the District of Minnesota is being held on Saturday, 
April 15, 2023 at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Roseville, MN, hosted by the Nicollet Assembly # 526, and 
will honor Past State Deputy and Former Master Philip M. Harter.  
 
A block of rooms (a mix of Double, Queens and King Beds) has been reserved for $119.00/night plus tax. 
Breakfast is not included , but is available at AXELS onsite restaurant from 7:00 am to 10:00 am.  
Online reservations are preferred using this link: 
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=MSPACDT&groupCode=CDTKOC&arrivaldate=2023-04-
12&departuredate=2023-04-15&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT 
Reservations must be made by March 15, 2023 to guarantee this rate. If necessary, you can call and make your 
reservations at 651-636-4567  and let them know that you are with the Knights of Columbus. 
 
Forms for registering for the exemplification can be found at //mnknights.org/about/ and select Fourth Degree 
and select the Interested in joining the Fourth-Degree tab at the bottom of the page and under the events tab 
for April.  
 
If you or someone you know are new members or members who are not yet 3rd Degree, they/you can complete 
the 3rd degree by participating in a live in-person Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity on Friday, 
April 14, 2023 also at the Double Tree hotel with registration beginning at 7:00 pm. 
 
It’s never been easier or less expensive for candidates to join the Fourth-Degree. Candidates must be 3rd 
Degree Knights, complete a form 4 application and pay the registration fee ($70 for candidates and Deacons; 
$35 for Priests). Forms for registering can be found at //mnknights.org/about/ and select Fourth Degree and 
select the Interested in joining the Fourth-Degree tab at the bottom of the page and under the events tab for 
April.  
 
Attire for a candidate is dark suit with a white shirt and necktie (tuxedo may be worn also). Any candidate 
serving in the armed forces of his country, fulltime police and firefighters may wear their Class A or dress 
uniform. Clergy and Seminarians wear their normal dress. Fourth Degree Members should wear the Uniform 
of the Fourth Degree or are welcome to observe the Exemplification wearing a black or dark suit with a white 
shirt and necktie. Candidates must bring their Third Degree Membership card and existing members must 
bring both their Third and Fourth Degree Membership Cards. 
 
We need Fourth-Degree members with the new uniform to participate as Honor Guards for Table Escorts and 
new member registration. Please consider joining us as we welcome new Brother Sir Knights into the Fourth-
Degree. 
 
We are in very challenging times, but we all need to do our part to grow the Fourth-Degree and strengthen our 
Order. Only through the efforts of each Assembly in the District, can we grow our membership and make this 
Exemplification a great success. Help a brother Knight complete his journey to Knighthood.  

 
“NOW IS THE TIME FOR THE FOURTH DEGREE”   
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Assembly Activity Report  
 

District Honor Guards 
 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians St. Patrick's Day Mass 
 

Thank you to the 20 Sir Knights from the Nicollet 526, Monsignor Ravoux 529, Archbishop Ireland 532 and  
Father Tim Vakoc 3335 Assemblies who participated in the St. Patrick’s Day Mass at the Cathedral of Saint 
Paul National Shrine in St. Paul, celebrated by The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of the 
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. 
 
The Archdiocese Men's Conference 
 
Thank you to the 25 Sir Knights from the Nicollet 526, Monsignor Ravoux 529, Archbishop Ireland 532, Good 
Shepherd 2604, Mother Theresa 2812 and Father Tim Vakoc 3335 Assemblies who participated in the 
Archdiocesan Men's Conference Opening Mass at All Saints Catholic Church in Lakeville, celebrated by The 
Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. 
A special thanks to Former Masters Philip M. Harter, PSD and Robert N. Mathewson for joining. 
 
Consecration to a Life of Virginity Mass 
 
Thank you to the 17 Sir Knights from the Nicollet 526, Monsignor Ravoux 529, Bishop Edward Fitzgerald 
548, Good Shepherd 2604 and Father Tim Vakoc 3335 Assemblies who participated in the Consecration to a 
Life of Virginity Mass at The Basilica Of Saint Mary in Minneapolis, celebrated by The Most Reverend 
Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. 
A special thank you to Former Master Philip M. Harter, PSD for joining. 

 

Renewal of Obligations 
 

 
 

Members of Good Shepard Assembly # 2604 at their assembly’s Renewal of Obligations Ceremony 
A special thanks to Former Master Robert N. Mathewson and Former Marshal Robert Hurd for officiating 
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Assembly Activity Report (cont.) 
 

Upcoming District Honor Guards 
 
Thursday April 06, 2023 Chrism Mass 

The Cathedral of Saint Paul National Shrine – 239 Selby Ave, St. Paul, MN. 55102. 
Assembly at 9:30 am; Mass 10:00 am. Note: Dress At Your Car. 
Celebrant: The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis. 

 

Tuesday April 11, 2023  Episcopal Ordination of Bishop-elect Michael J. Izen 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. 

The Cathedral of Saint Paul National Shrine – 239 Selby Ave, St. Paul, MN. 55102. 
Assembly at 12:00 noon; Mass 1:00 pm. Note: Dress At Your Car. (this may last 2 ½ hours) 
Celebrant: The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis. 
. 

Saturday April 15, 2023  Spring Exemplification Mass 
 
The DoubleTree by Hilton – 2540 Cleveland Ave. N., Roseville, MN. 55133 
The Cathedral of Saint Paul National Shrine – 239 Selby Ave, St. Paul, MN. 55102. 
Assembly at 3:30 pm; Mass 4:00 pm.  
Celebrant: The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis. 
 

*Remember, only New Uniforms may be worn in Honor & Color Guards! 
 

 

 
 

02/23/2023 Archbishop Ireland # 532 –  New Prague SK Scott A. Rhein  
03/04/2023 Msgr. Oster # 539 – Benson/Willmar  SK Randall D. Lindstrom FDD, PGK, PFN 
03/07/2023 Nicollet # 526 – Minneapolis    SK Raymond N. Petersen, 
03/11/2023 Fairmont Area # 551 –  Fairmont  SK Vincent J. Landsteiner 
 
 
“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.” 
 
Please send me information for any member of your Assembly that passes away, that they may be included here.  
Also, let me know if they held any leadership positions such as FDD, PGK or PFN so we can properly recognize 
them.  
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Questions and Answers 
 

Questions received from around the District. 
 
Q: Are Sir Knights permitted to wear the old regalia (cape & Chapeau) for a funeral if requested by the 

family of a deceased Brother Sir Knight? 
 
A: No. Color Corps Members (Color Guards & Honor Guards) may only wear the official uniform 

of the Fourth Degree.  (From the Laws and Rules Governing the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus) 
 

Section 38. Official Dress Uniform. 
 

(a) The official dress for the Fourth Degree shall be: 
(i)   Navy Blue Blazer with Fourth Degree Emblem Blazer Crest 
(ii)   Knights of Columbus Emblem of the Order buttons 
(iii) Official Fourth Degree Gray trousers (no cuffs) 
(iv) Official Fourth Degree Necktie 
(v)  Official Fourth Degree Black Beret with Fourth Degree metal badge over 
  appropriate colored patch of the office, as described in Section 38(c) 
(vi) Plain White Dress Shirt – Button cuff (no French cuffs – no button down collar shirts) 
(vii) Black Socks and Plain Black Shoes 
(viii) Official Fourth Degree Lapel Pin (#PG-113) 
(ix) Incumbent Medal of Office 
(x)   Past and Former Miniature Medals above left pocket 

(b) A member serving in the armed forces of his country, full- time police and firefighters shall 
be considered in proper attire when dressed in a Class A or dress uniform. 

(c) The color to be used are as follows: 
(i)   Supreme Master – Dark Blue Patch on his beret and matching Service Baldric 
(ii)   Vice Supreme Master – Light Blue Patch on his beret and matching Service Baldric  
(iii) District Master – Gold Patch on his beret and matching Service Baldric  
(iv) Faithful Navigator – White Patch on his beret and matching Service Baldric 
(v)   District Marshal – Green Patch on his beret and matching Service Baldric 
(vi) Guard Commander – Purple Patch on his beret and matching Service Baldric 

(d) The colors worn by the Supreme Master, Vice Supreme Masters, Masters and Faithful Navigators 
may continue to be worn by such officers following their completion of service in that office, 
for life. This does not apply to Assembly Color Corps Commanders and District Marshals when 
they complete a term. 

(e) These colors shall be mandatory June 10, 2017.  
 
Section 39. Dress for Exemplification. 
 

(a) For a candidate: black or dark (blue or grey) business suit with black shoes, plain white dress 
shirt as described above, necktie, and candidate identification. 

(b) For a candidate serving in the armed forces of his country, fulltime police and firefighters: a 
Class A or dress uniform. 

(c) For honor guard: official dress uniform as set forth in section 38. 
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Questions and Answers (cont.) 
 

Section 40. Color Corps Regalia. 
(a) The official regalia when serving in a Color Corps (Honor Guard or Color Guard) is the same 

as the official dress uniform of a member, with the following additions: 
(i)   Service baldric worn over the coat, from right shoulder to left hip; and  
(ii)   Silver sword. The Supreme Master, Vice Supreme Masters, Masters and former such 

officers only shall be permitted to bear the gold sword; and 
(iii) White gloves. 

 
Q: What happens if a Sir Knight wears the old Regalia? 
 
A: This is an excerpt from a letter received from the Supreme Master 

 
Effective July 1, 2019, any member of the Color Corps (Honor Guard or Color Guard) wearing a cape 
and chapeau to an official event will be denied participation and will be given a copy of a written notice 
that he is in violation of the policy. His Faithful Navigator shall be notified and advised to remind his 
Assembly Members they are to follow the Rules of the Order and comply with the wearing of the new 
uniform only for Official Color Corps (Honor Guard or Color Guard) Activities. 
 
When a second violation occurs, the member will be denied participation and will be ineligible to serve 
in the Color Corps (Honor Guard or Color Guard) for the remainder of the fraternal year. Notification 
of this action shall be sent to the Faithful Navigator and the Office of the Supreme Master. 
 
Subsequent violations may result in a summary suspension under section 162 (6) of the Laws of the 
Order (Insubordination). 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reminder, the Supreme Council has released the new Fourth-Degree Officer Service Baldrics which are a 
solid color and match the color of the Beret Patch. These are now available for sale through English Company 
at kofcsupplies.com. These baldrics are available in various sizes.  
 
The new baldric color for each position will be as follows: 
 
Supreme Master/Supreme Knight/Former Supreme Master – Dark Blue  
Vice Supreme Master/Former Vice Supreme Masters – Light Blue  
District Master/Former Master of the Fourth Degree – Gold  
District Marshal (while active) – Green  
Faithful Navigator/Past Faithful Navigators – Solid White  
Color Corps Commander (while active) – Purple  
Color Corp Members will continue to use the current service baldric 
  (white w/RWB stipes) 
 
Please work with your Assembly to ensure a smooth rollout of these new Officer Baldrics as soon as 
possible.   
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District Calendar of Events 

 
 Apr 06, 2023  District Honor Guard – Chrism Mass – Cathedral of Saint Paul – St. Paul 
 Apr 11, 2023  Episcopal Ordination of Bishop-elect Michael J. Izen – Auxiliary Bishop for the 

Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. 
 Apr 14-16, 2023 Spring Exemplification – Roseville, MN  

(Nicollet Assembly # 526) 
 Apr 20, 2023  Renewal of Obligations – St. Peter 545 – St. Peter 
 May 19-21, 2023 State Convention & State Officer Meeting –  
 May 28-Jun 3, 2023 Fort St. Charles - Spring Work Week – NW Angle 

 
Upcoming Exemplifications 

 
 Jul 15, 2023  Summer Exemplification – Burnsville, MN 

(Mother Theresa Assembly #2812) 
 Oct 27-29, 2023 Fall Exemplification – Alexandria, MN 
 Apr 19-21, 2024 Spring Exemplification – Rochester, MN. 

(Bishop Fitzgerald Assembly #548) 
 Jul 20, 2024  Summer Exemplification – Coon Rapids, MN 

(Fr. Bernard Reiser Assembly #3271) 
 Oct 25-27, 2024 Fall Exemplification – TBD 

 
If your Assembly is interested in Hosting one of these Exemplifications, please contact: 

District Secretary, SK Dave DuPaul and he will provide information you can share with your Assembly 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
.  
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District Staff 
 

 
Vice Supreme Master – Marquette Province: 
SK Craig A. Larson PSD, FMFD    mnclars@gmail.com 
 
District Master: 
SK James M. Witzman MFD     master@mnknights.org 
 
District Marshals: 
SK J. Ray Dixon PFN      ray_dixon@att.net 
SK Michael Bass Smith PFN (Hispanic Affairs)   mlsmith8@crimson.ua.edu 
 
District Secretary: 
SK David L. DuPaul PFN     wbd846@webtv.net 
 
Degree Team Captain: 
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD     bjacobs@patrioterect.com 
 
Fort Saint Charles Chairman: 
SK James J. Andrie      jim.andrie@hotmail.com 
 
Crow Wing Chapel Chairman: 
SK Michael R. Gangl PFN     asrm3@yahoo.com 
 
Fr. Hennepin Statue Chairman: 
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD     bjacobs@patrioterect.com 
 
Hall of Fame Committee Chairman: 
SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FMFD    pcharter@comcast.net 
 
Audit Committee Chairman: 
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FMFD     grinnell9@mchsi.com 
 
Veteran’s Affairs Volunteer Services (VAVS) Committee Chairman: 
SK Matthew L. Heffron PFN     matt.heffron@spaatz.org 
 
Living Former District Masters: 
SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FMFD  1986-1988 pcharter@comcast.net 
SK Robert J. Barry FMFD   1995-1998 bobjbgm@gmail.com 
SK Gregory J. van der Hagen PSD, FVSM 2002-2006 glvdh@mchsi.com 
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FMFD   2006-2010 grinnell9@mchsi.com 
SK Robert N. Mathewson FMFD  2010-2014 funifoxstd@aol.com 
SK Craig A. Larson VSM, PSD   2014-2018 mnclars@gmail.com 
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD   2018-2020 bjacobs@patrioterect.com 

 


