
STATE CHAPLAIN 

Fr. Martin Schaefer 

750 Terrace Heights 

Winona MN 55987-1320 

(507) 494-8841 

statechaplain@mnkights.org 
 

ASSOCIATE STATE CHAPLAIN 

Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault 

810 5th St 

International Falls MN 56449-2215 

(218) 283-3293 

associatechaplain@mnkights.org 
 

STATE DEPUTY 

Dan DeCrans 

20400 200th ST 

NEVIS MN 56467-5284 

(218) 255-1125 

statedeputy@mnknights.org 
 

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY 

David Whatmuff 

14380 184th Ave NW 

Elk River MN 55330-5018 

(763) 772-2997 

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 
 

STATE SECRETARY  

Bou Gazley 

5379 56th Ave NW 

Rochester MN 55901-3892 

(507) 259-7851 

statesecretary@mnknights.org 
 

STATE TREASURER  

Jesse Kosloski 

8225 Whitstrom Rd 

Lake Shore MN 56468-2514 

(218) 330-5648 

statetreasurer@mnknights.org  
 

STATE ADVOCATE 

James Terwedo 

3700 West 220th St 

Jordan MN 55352-8651 

(952) 492-2800 

stateadvocate@mnknights.org 
 

STATE WARDEN  

Joe George, Jr 

1926 72nd St 

Centerville MN 55038-9797  

(651) 253-3112 

Statewarden@mnknights.org 
 

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Randy Balausky 

400 Pebble Beach Dr 

Owatonna MN 55060-2160 

(507) 213-9862 

programdirector@mnknights.org 
 

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

Josh Phinney 

1104 Monroe St 

Prescott WI 54021-1962 

(612) 232-7068 

membershipdirector@mnknights.org 
 

STATE ETHNIC MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

Michael Bass Smith 

18351 Kenyon Ave, Apt. 222 

Lakeville MN 55044-4746 

(507) 201-5500 

ethnicmembershipdirector@mnknights.org 
 

DISTRICT MASTER James Witzman 

(612) 805-1846 

master@mnknights.org 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM 

812 Greensview CT NW 

Hutchinson MN 55350-4387 

(320) 587-0747 

adminassistant@mnknights.org 
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Be of Service to All! 
State Deputy Dan DeCrans  
statedeputy@mnknights.org      

(218) 255-1125  
 

The fruit of silence is prayer. 
The fruit of prayer is faith. 
The fruit of faith is love. 

The fruit of love is service. 
The fruit of service is peace. 

   St. Teresa of Calcutta  
 

Brother Knights, 
 
I am keeping this short as I want you to read Deacon Mark 
Krejci’s article on page 2 about the evangelization and faith 
formation initiative in Minnesota.  This is a pilot program, 
and what we do will affect how Supreme will roll it out to 
all the jurisdictions in the Knights of Columbus in the near  
future.  This initiative is what Blessed Fr. McGivney want-
ed the Knights of Columbus to be when he started the Or-
der. 
 

During January, many of your district meetings are being 
held.  I have ask each district deputy to start with a live ex-
emplification of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity.  Please con-
tact your DD as to when your district meeting is.  This is a 
great opportunity to bring your candidates and get them 
installed into the Knights of Columbus. 
  

With just 6 months left in this fraternal year, it is time that 
you take stock in what your councils goals are and what 
you need to do to reach your goals. 
  

Please read Brother Deacon Mark’s letter as this is what the 
Knights of Columbus is trying to achieve in turning back to 
what Blessed Fr. McGivney’s vision of what he wanted the 
Knights to be. 
 

St. Teresa said, “You can do things I cannot.  I can do 
things you cannot.  Together, we can do great things.”  Yes 
brothers, when we work together, we can change the world 
to be a greater place to live and grow. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Persevere in Prayer 
State Chaplain Martin Schaefer 
statechaplain@mnknights.org      

(507) 494-8841 
 

“Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction,  
persevere in prayer.” 

Romans 12:12  
  

Happy New Year!  This New Year  of 2023 holds much 
promise for the Minnesota Knights of Columbus to live in, 
through, and for Jesus Christ.  Over the next several months, 
grand knights and chaplains will be inviting both Knights of 
Columbus members and other men in their parishes to par-
ticipate in a Cor Meeting.  A Cor Meeting of men will be a 
time for men to encounter Christ, to strengthen their bonds 
of brotherhood, and to prepare them for the courageous mis-
sion of evangelization.  Be ready to hear more about this 
opportunity for prayer, formation, and fraternity in the up-
coming months.   
 

Eucharistic Revival.  As Knights of Columbus, we are 
invited to be on the front lines to evangelize and catechize 
about the gift of the Eucharist in the life of a disciple.  Let’s 
galvanize our efforts to draw people from our parishes back 
to Sunday Mass and Eucharistic adoration bringing new 
strength to live a life of virtue.    
 

Pray.  Love.  Grow.  As we set our  sights on loving Jesus 
Christ, whose birth we just celebrated, let us give ourselves 
to daily prayer.  When we pray, we will see with eyes of 
faith and recognize opportunities to love and serve our 
neighbors in greater freedom and with generous hearts.  We 
will grow bonds of love with our family, friends, and those 
we encounter every day.  May our God be praised!  Now 
and forever!      
  

Vivat Jesus! 
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MINNESOTA MARCH FOR LIFE 
 

January 22, 2023 
 

For more details, check out the article on page 4  
by March For Life Chair Mike Peplinski.  

Read the Knightly News Every Month Online at mnknights.org! 

Live Online Exemplifications  
Held monthly on the  

2nd Wednesday at 8 p.m.  
and the 3rd Saturday at 10 a.m. 

The schedule is on our  
State website at MNKnights.org 

under  
Events>Degree Schedules 

Minnesota Knights Of Columbus 
2023 State Convention 

May 19, 20 & 21, 2023 

Double Tree Hotel 

Bloomington MN 
 

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Officers invite 
delegates from every council in Minnesota to join them in 

forming the future of the Knights of Columbus in Minnesota. 
 

This is your opportunity to voice your wants and needs to the 
State Council.  Delegates can begin registering Feb. 1, 2023. 
Go to the State website at mnknights.org.  You will be 
prompted to the registration page.  There you will find infor-
mation such as hotel reservation contacts, delegate registra-
tion, all meal offerings, a TENTATIVE agenda and facilities 
mapping.  Grand knights and financial secretaries can regis-
ter their council delegate(s) for the convention on this site. 
Delegates and council members wishing to attend may also 
register there.  Now is the time to start this process.  Begin 
by discussing possible delegates, and then bring it to a vote.  
 

DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE!!! 
 

Council Delegate Nominations Deadline is April 1, 2023 
 

Deadline for Delegate and Meal Registration  
is April 22, 2023 

 

Deadline for Hotel reservations is May 1st 
 

We Hope To See You There!!! 

Resolutions to be Considered at 
2023 MN Knights of Columbus State 

Convention 
 

All resolutions that councils want to be considered at 
the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Convention 
MUST be stamped and submitted to State Advocate Jim 
Terwedo no later than March 1, 2023.   
 

Send them to:  
Jim Terwedo, State Advocate 

3700 W. 220th Street 
Jordan, MN  55352-8651 

 

This includes resolutions to become a delegate  
to the 2023 Supreme Convention. 

I’m sure many of you received the invitation from 

Archbishop Hebda to read the Post-Synodal Pastoral 

Letter to the Faithful of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul 
and Minneapolis You Will Be My Witness.    

 

To view it online or to download a printable copy,  

go to archspm.org/synodletter  
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Salvation of Souls 
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault 

associatechaplain@mnknights.org 
 

Heaven!  Heaven!!  Heaven!!!  This is what we all long for be-
cause as Saint Augustine says, “Our Hearts are restless until they 
rest in Thee.”  In Heaven, all the Holy Men and Women who are 
there, the Saints, are at rest because they are loving perfectly.  
The Souls in Heaven are saved, they are in eternity, and nothing can change 
that.  They are at peace, perfect peace, and they are complete.  They have fin-
ished the race. 
 

Even though they have completed the race, they still care and desire for all 
souls on earth to be with God forever.  The Saints pray and intercede for us who 
are living to be with them in Heaven.  They care about our salvation.  We 
should ask for their prayers because they want us to be with them.   
 

Even those souls who are going through the cleansing fires of Purgatory, they 
too desire for us to be in Heaven.  These souls, although they are not yet with 
God forever in Heaven, are on their way.  Their salvation is assured.  They will 
be with God forever.  They are just not ready at this moment to be fully with 
God, because their hearts need a little purification, and yet, these souls, the Ho-
ly Souls, can and do intercede for us on earth.  They want our salvation.  Like 
the Saints, we should ask them to pray for us, too. 
 

My role and calling as a priest is to be focused on the Salvation of Souls.  We 
priests are not in a profession, we are living a vocation, and the call of this vo-
cation is to help souls to be with God forever in Heaven.  This is why priests are 
encouraged to celebrate Mass every day.  We are encouraged to hear confes-
sions on a regular basis.  We, as priests, promised to pray the Liturgy of Hours 
to pray for the Church, the world, and humanity.  Everything we do as priests is 
truly meant to be about bringing people to God forever. 
 

This call is not just for priests.  This call is for all of us as Catholics, Christians, 
and Brother Knights.  We are each to be focused on the Salvation of Souls.  
Why?  Because we want everyone to be in Heaven.  As a parishioner once said 
to me, “Heaven would be a better place with you, than without you.”  Brothers, 
we are to work together to help others to be saved.  We need to do our part. 

The Cor Meeting: Minnesota Knights of  
Columbus Forming Catholic Men 

Cor Team Director Deacon Mark Krejci  
mkrejci@crookston.org 

 

When Blessed Michael McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus in the 
basement of St. Mary’s Church, he desired that his group of men would sup-
port each other spiritually as well as give aid when their families were in 
need.  In 1900, upon a gathering of Knights and their families to honor our 
founder, Fr. J.H. O’Donnell stated that, “ … it was Father McGivney’s pur-
pose in instituting the Knight of Columbus, to keep the young men of his 
parish within the household of faith, to preserve them from the taint of infi-
delity, .... It was his aim to surround his protégés with an atmosphere of reli-
gion and to bring them into even closer relationship to Mother Church.”   
 

This mission, begun in the 19th century, is needed even more now in the 21st 
century.  This is why, under the direction of Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly, 
the Knights of Columbus is beginning the Cor Meeting ministry across the 
country.  Minnesota, along with ten other states and one Canadian province, 
have the honor of being selected to begin this new initiative.   
 

The purpose of the Cor Meeting is to gather all men in the parish for prayer, 
formation, and fraternity.  Local councils in Minnesota will soon be contact-
ed by their district deputy, who will invite them to learn more about the Cor 
Meeting and how their local council can meet the need to evangelize all 
men of their parish.  Fewer young people are coming to Mass and even be-
lieving in God.  So many of our young men, who were raised in Catholic 
homes, no longer practice their faith.  Those who do, wish to connect with 
other men in prayer and fraternity.  Still others are moving into their twen-
ties and thirties, and recognizing that they know very little about their faith.  
Local councils, by offering a Cor Meeting, will support the Church’s mis-
sion to evangelize men into a greater fellowship with Jesus and His Church. 
 

You may be wondering, “What will this Cor Meeting look like?”  Ideally, 
once a month men will gather for prayer, formation, and fraternity.  These 
one-hour gatherings would be open to all men in the parishes connected to a 
council.  One month, the focus might be on prayer, and the men could gath-
er in Eucharistic Adoration during which a Rosary would be prayed.  The 
next Cor Meeting might be focused on formation, and so the council could 
gather men from the parish to watch an episode of Into the Breach and dis-
cuss the message.  A third meeting might be a time for social connections 
with pizza and beer being shared along with good conversation.  All three 
elements can be addressed during each Cor Meeting (fraternity, formation, 
and prayer) with one being the primary focus of each session. 
 

Why are the Knights of Columbus beginning this new evangelization initia-
tive at this time?  We live in an age of evangelization where we, as faithful 
Knights of Columbus who support the mission of Holy Mother Church, are 
sent to evangelize.  By inviting all men of our parishes to the Cor Meetings, 
the Knights of Columbus seeks to form men of every age and accompany 
them into a deeper relationship with Jesus and His Church.   We know that 
many young men desire prayerful fellowship, and as Knights we desire to 
offer this for them and all men in the parish. 
 

The state officers of the Minnesota Knights of Columbus are forming a 
State Evangelization and Faith Formation (EFF) team meant to help local 
councils develop their Cor Meeting plan.  Deacon Mark Krejci of Moorhead 
and General Agent Lloyd Cybart of Burnsville, under the direction of State 
Deputy Dan DeCrans and with the support of State Chaplain Fr. Martin 
Schaefer, are beginning to form a state leadership team made up of Brother 
Knights from each diocese in the state.  The district deputies learned about 
the Cor meeting initiative during their midyear meeting in December and 
will be connecting with their councils’ grand knights to provide more de-
tails.   
 

If your local council is interested in learning more,  
members of the EFF team can meet with you.   

Send inquiries to mkrejci@crookston.org for more information.   
 

Finally, you can watch this short introduction to the  
Cor Meeting initiative at the following web address 

https://bit.ly/3FdWMCu 

Continue to mentor  
your newest members  

and engage your current members.   

 Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest 
Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Chairman Jeff Bagniewski 

3335 Marion Road SE 
Rochester, MN  55904 

 

Complete your council’s poster contest  
by the 1st half of January 2023. 

 

District competitions will be late in January 2023  
 

The district winners need to delivered to the State Chairman  
by February 1, 2023 for the state competition. 

 

There are three age groups – Ages 5-7, 8-10, and 11-14. 
 

All information and forms are on the MNKnights.org website under Programs.                        

Pilgrim Icon Prayer Program  
Saint Joseph Icons Schedule 

Pilgrim Icon Prayer Program Chairman Orville Fillbrandt  
(612) 751-2943     Orville@Fillbrandt.com 

 

St. Joseph Icons are still making their way through jurisdictions across the    
Order!  See our Minnesota schedule below.  It’s a perfect opportunity to bring 
the men of your parish closer to our Spiritual Father.   
 

For resources, including a documentary video and discussion guide, devotions, 
and more, visit kofc.org/saintjoseph.   
 

Every council participating in the Pilgrim Icon Program should report their par-
ticipation through the online  form 10784.  

Please check this schedule to see when one of the seven icons will be in your 
district, so you can plan to participate in this wonderful program.  Contact me 
with your questions, comments, and if you need additional supplies. 

Date NE NW SE SW S Metro N Metro West 
Jan. 2023 5 60 28 21 57 42 14 

Feb. 2023 5 61 28 20 57 42 2 

Mar. 2023 6 61 27 20 64 43 2 

Apr. 2023 6 61 27 20 64 43 40 

May. 2023 7 11 26 18 62 41 40 

June 2023 7 11 26 18 62 41 40 

 RSVP 
We need to support our seminarians — the future of the Catholic Church 
here in Minnesota.  Councils, please sponsor at least one seminarian through 
the RSVP program.  Ask your diocese for a list of seminarians you can help 
support.  To stretch your RSVP funds, remember that for every $500 given 
to an individual, the Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly 
$100 (up to a maximum of $400 per individual supported).   
 

Also provide your “adopted” seminarians or religious aspirants with  
moral support and prayers for their success. 

 

More information can be found at  

www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/rsvp.html#/ 

 Aid and Support After Pregnancy  
(ASAP) Program  

 

Our pregnancy centers in Minnesota need help more than ever. Most of 
these centers provide support up until their child is 2 years of age.  They 
guide the mother and provide several resources to assist them on their 
journey of motherhood.  With Supreme’s program Aid and Support After 
Pregnancy (ASAP), they will donate $100 for every $500 donated to a 
local pregnancy center (up to $2,000).  For more information, please visit 
www.kofc.org/asap  

mailto:mkrejci@crookston.org
mailto:mkrejci@crookston.org
https://bit.ly/3FdWMCu
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sXp98xRvOtbQC9tgFm-zoW_jkekxWO4zcQe9n3zgtZ6WvyLRWZpCKgaVMmbd0Sx_R3kirru94nzHtGJjFkI4zrBdYtGjQl8WBkkkqqfpx9sNhuejT0xtiLIaTvtiKe_osPkkf2y-2iSLItAGJNfFH1PL8uV-91K3oIzwQteWtwulonY6c1PqRfnUPOTpZMdx&c=rtw7Mbev7galggYdoBZBrwiwRFM4iccx
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sXp98xRvOtbQC9tgFm-zoW_jkekxWO4zcQe9n3zgtZ6WvyLRWZpCKgaVMmbd0Sx_R3kirru94nzHtGJjFkI4zrBdYtGjQl8WBkkkqqfpx9sNhuejT0xtiLIaTvtiKe_osPkkf2y-2iSLItAGJNfFH1PL8uV-91K3oIzwQteWtwulonY6c1PqRfnUPOTpZMdx&c=rtw7Mbev7galggYdoBZBrwiwRFM4iccx
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sXp98xRvOtbQC9tgFm-zoW_jkekxWO4zcQe9n3zgtZ6WvyLRWZpCKm13itkmdTFMVWB4zt2YFBygbzl4VjkrKDSAebent8LK_g3YvQTzDUyRVPmzo8lXJH12QwbD37BhK5bCF2DJ3HEZB59htATYe5KVS5ePVKYoEZMq9o065w3BXm6G6ZF-t0TABCmH77lTPbi9goHVPsfppTv3NLk3XwkJjBQ98293&c=


KNIGHTLY NEWS 

Page 3 

 

Happy New Year! 
Welcome to 2023! 
State Treasurer Jesse Kosloski 
statetreasurer@mnknights.org    

jesse.kosloski@gmail.com      
(218) 330-5648 

 

We are officially half 
way through this fraternal year.  How is your 
council doing?  Are they on track to make STAR 
Council?  
 

The goal of every council should be to achieve 
STAR.  STAR Council is a measurement of how 
well your council is achieving Blessed Father 
Michael McGivney's mission.  
 

Check with your council and make sure they 
have completed Form 1728 Survey of Fraternal 
Activity which is due January 31st.  The second 
half of the year audit is due February 15th.   
 

Membership is the next important part of 
Blessed Father McGivney's mission.  We need to 
invite every Catholic man to help our mission.  
We need to evangelize our faith and improve our 
own faith.  We need to help our communities, 
parishes, and families.  
 

If we don't grow our Order and continue to evan-
gelize our faith, both the Church and our organi-
zation will cease to exist.  We cannot let this 
happen, so every Knight must step up and help 
save our faith and our organization.  We need 
you; can we count on you? 
 

Let's make the second half of the year better than 
the first. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

3rd Principle of the 
Knights of  
Columbus 

State Warden Joe George 
statewarden@mnknights.org  
joe.george.9905@gmail.com 

(651) 253-3112    
 

Here is the reason FRATERNITY is the 3rd prin-
ciple in the Knights of Columbus.  These are the 
words of Past Supreme Knight Carl Anderson’s 
Knights of Fraternity 2020 Annual Report of the 
Supreme Knight. 
 

“As history attests, the Knights of Columbus is 
something very special.  
 

We know that the Knights of Columbus is much 
more than a typical service organization. our ded-
ication to charity and unity is exemplary.  But 
what really sets us apart is our commitment to 
fraternity.  
 

It is our fraternal approach to charity and unity 
that makes us so different from other charitable 
organizations.  And it is our fraternal approach to 
insurance — by Brother Knights for Brother 
Knights — that sets us apart from other life insur-
ers.  
 

Our fraternal character defines all we do. 
Through the spiritual genius of Father McGivney, 
the Knights of Columbus became the way for 
Catholic men to transform friends into brothers 
— brothers who care for one another.” 
 

Upcoming forms due:  
 

-Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity due Jan. 31st 
 

-Semiannual Council Audit Report due Feb. 15th 

What Has Your  

Council Done? 
 

What programs has your council  
completed recently?   

 

How successful were they?   
 

These are the things I love to share  
on the State social media pages.  

 

Let me know what you have by emailing me  
the details at hadashsports101@yahoo.com.  

 

Reminder: Deadline for the PR Contest is May 1st 

Online Membership  
KofC.org/JoinUs 

 

Great option for those gentlemen who 
want to help out with the big picture and 

learn more about us and those who 
aren’t ready yet to join a local council. 

 

The perfect answer to,  
“I don’t have the time to join right now.” 

 

For more information, contact  
IPSD Dave Whatmuff      

(763) 772-2997   
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 

 

Inflation Impacts  
Us All 

State Secretary Bou Gazley   
statesecretary@mnknights.org 

(507) 259-7851 
 

As we go to the store or go out to a 
restaurant, we are all paying more for the food that 
we eat.  While hopefully this is a temporary rise, it is 
impacting us for our events as well.  For example, it 
impacts the food prices at our state conventions.  As 
we work on planning our state conventions for the 
next few years, we have noted an increase in the cost 
for our meals.  This is not just an issue for our state 
conventions, but I wanted to bring it to everyone’s 
attention now, so you are not surprised when infor-
mation is sent out over the next few years.  Just re-
member, we do our best to keep the costs as low as 
possible, but some of these increases are out of our 
control.   
 

Speaking of state conventions, the locations for the 
next three years have been set.  This spring, 2023, we 
will be in Bloomington.  Then, in 2024, we will be 
back to Breezy Point near Brainerd followed by 
Rochester in 2025.  Interested in bringing the state 
convention to your area?  We are still in need of a 
location to host 2026!  Discuss it with your council 
and/or district and let the state office know if you 
would like to see the bidding guidelines. They would 
be glad to send it out to you! 
 

Lastly, I hope you and your family had a very Merry 
Christmas and are enjoying the new year!   
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Support Seminarians  
and Religious 

Jim Campbell/Pennies for Seminarians Chairman  
& State Awards Co-Chairman Al Kempf 

alandkathy@usfamily.net 
 

It is time for councils to consider their support of the 
Pennies for Seminarians and Jim Campbell Religious 
Scholarship Funds.  Now that the COVID-19 scare is 
for the most part over, councils are getting back to 
more active council years.  The 2021-2022 year 
showed a major increase in council participation in 
both funds over the previous council year — 52% of 
the recorded active councils participated last year in 
the Pennies Fund and 46.3% of the councils partici-
pated in the Jim Campbell Fund.  These numbers still 
show a decrease from years before the pandemic.  
The financial numbers are hard to maintain since 
membership numbers are decreasing.  One of the 
contributing factors is the fact that more of our mem-
bers are reaching Honorary Life status and no longer 
pay dues.  These members are removed from the cal-
culations which determine the numbers that each 
council receives at this time of the year to qualify for 
the award for donating $2 per dues paying members.  
I have a suggestion that will help councils receive 
monies to support these council contributions.  My 
council, when sending out the dues statements, in-
cludes a list of dedicated funds that members can 
contribute to.  The dues notice goes out to Honorary 
Life members as well as normal members, not for 
dues, but for a chance that they might contribute to 
the funds that need support.  It is amazing the contri-
butions we receive from Honorary Life members.  
Many contribute well over the amount that the dues 
were when they were members.  They may be look-
ing for opportunities to support the Knights in some 
way.  As Knights of Columbus and being good Cath-
olics, we need to make sure our seminarians remain 
in the seminary to keep our faith strong in the future. 
 

Based on the percentages above, many councils still 
do not participate in our obligation to support our 
seminarians and religious.  If every council would 
contribute something to these funds, even small 
amounts, we could come up with an amount that 
would provide much help for them.  Every seminari-
an in the state receives something from the Pennies 
Fund.  The Scholarship Fund is distributed as deter-
mined by requests from the bishops.  There is no eas-
ier way to support a seminarian than through a dona-
tion to the funds conducted by the State Council. 
 

God bless you all during these years of recovery!!! 

Life Program Updates 
State Life Director Jeremy Hadash  

hadashsports101@yahoo.com 
(763) 325-5840 

 
NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE:  Interested in 
volunteering and helping with Supreme at the 
National March for Life on Friday January 20?  
Contact me for more details.   
 

See details on our State March for Life  
in Mike’s article on page 4. 

 
SILVER ROSE:  Minnesota has the Silver Rose 
April 23-May 20, 2023. Contact chairman Larry 
Mader to sign-up to host the silver rose. 
 

See more details about the Silver Rose  
in Larry’s article on page 7. 

 
TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE: Orders are due Febru-
ary 15th.  Online ordering will be available be-
ginning in January 2023.  Only DD’s & regional 
consultants can place orders for their councils. 
 
ASAP: Keep donating to the Aid and Support 
After Pregnancy program.  Our neighbor to the 
east has topped us and is in the top 10 for partici-
pation.  Please talk to your councils to support a 
local pregnancy center.  
 

See more details about the ASAP program 
on page 2. 

 
CHOOSE LIFE LICENSE PLATES: Sign the 
survey expressing interest in a plate for support-
ing life through adoption, and send it back to me.  
New plate designs have been made, and it heads 
to the legislative session in February 2023. 

Affiliate Member Initiative  
 

The Affiliate Member Initiative (AMI) recognizes 
that some members, who share our values and 
support our mission, are unable to remain active 
in their local councils.   
 

This may be due to poor health, financial stress, 
family problems, lack of transportation, medical 
concerns, or many other reasons.   
 

The AMI allows these men to be designated as 
affiliate members and removed from their local 
council rosters.   
 

The Supreme and State Councils will then engage 
affiliate members by keeping them informed of 
major initiatives and giving them opportunities 
for volunteer service and charitable contributions. 

mailto:jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
mailto:joe.george.9905@gmail.com
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
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 Minnesota  
Knights of Columbus 84th 

Annual State  
Bowling Tournament 

Stephen Weitzel 
501 Horseshoe Drive 
Willmar MN 56201 

(320) 235-9494 
mnkcbowling@gmail.com 

 
Knights of Columbus bowling tournament 
participants, the pandemic is in the rearview 
mirror.  Time to have some fun and get life 
back to normal.  Call your Brother Knights.  
Dust off your ball.  LET’S GO BOWLING! 
 
The Minnesota State Knights of Columbus 
Bowling Association invites all Brother 
Knights and their family members to register 
for our 84th Annual Knights of Columbus 
Bowling Tournament.  It will held on the 
weekends of   March 18-19 and March 25-
26, 2023 at Hutch Bowl in Hutchinson, 
MN.  You can register  for  singles, doubles, 
and team events (or all events).  The registra-
tion deadline is March 1, 2023. 
 
Here is the prize money breakdown this 
year.  All prize money is based on 50 teams 
(220 bowlers) participating in the tourna-
ment.  The prize purse for each of the events 
(teams, doubles, and singles) will be $1900 
(payback ratio is 1 in 4).  The all event prize 
is $400 (payback ratio is 1 in 10).  The direc-
tors are anticipating approximately 200 bow-
lers participating in the tournament yearly.  
100% of the prize money collected will be 
paid out.  Tournament dates and time are 
handled on a first come first serve basis. 
 
Family bowling will be offered in this 
year’s tournament.  The requirements are 
that the male bowler must be a Brother 
Knight and his wife and or daughter must 
be at least 18 years of age.   
 
The price of the tournament is $26 per event 
($80 for all events).  A price breakdown is 
listed on the registration form 
 
Team captains please include their email 
address at the bottom of the form.  I want to 
send out confirmation letters by email this 
year.  Your email address will only be used 
for the tournament.   
 
Bowlers remember you do not have to be 
sanctioned by the USBC in order to bowl.  
You only need to be a member in good 
standing of the Knights of Columbus.  Please 
be sure to provide each bowler’s sanction 
number and/or K of membership number on 
the registration form.  Your USBC sanction 
number should also be filled in if you wish 
to have any honor scores recorded to them.  
Your grand knight or financial secretary 
must sign off that your team members are all 
in good standing. 
 

For an entry form, a  complete copy of the 
rules, or more information, please contact 

Stephen Weitzel 

Grow the Order! 
State Membership Director Josh Phinney 

membershipdirector@mnknights.org      
(612) 232-7068 

 

Brothers,  
 

We are now in the Christmas season! 
We are at the midway point of our fraternal year and 
we are way behind on membership intake!  It has been 
getting better, but we need to strive to truly GROW the 
Order!  In order to hit our goals we must be at a mini-
mum of 3 members per day!  Each district will be hav-
ing an exemplification before their district meeting. 
Let’s utilize this and plan ahead so we can get the men 
exemplified who have been waiting.  As a reminder, 
please make sure men are not waiting long to take the 
exemplification; find time and have them done as soon 
as possible; and keep them engaged!  As the holidays 
are a great time to get together with families, they are 
also a good time to talk with your family members who 
are not Knights and invite them to join!  
 

GK’s and DD’s, please make sure that you let us know 
your membership drive schedules and your exemplifi-
cation schedules.  Use the new forms on the state web-
site to report your membership drive schedules and re-
sults and your exemplification results.  As we talked 
about at the midyear meeting, these reports are not op-
tional, they are required!  Please fill them out in a time-
ly manner so we have accurate information on the sta-
tus of our state.  When we are inviting men to join, 
please make sure we get their exemplification complet-
ed in a timely manner.  This can be an in person exem-
plification (preferred) or they can watch the video on 
demand or with current council members. 
 

It is time for us to get our councils and districts active!  
Let’s get out there and recruit!  We currently have only 
30% of councils active!  Let’s work on the councils 
with no membership intake and help them to get start-
ed!  Are they running programs?  Are they holding 
membership drives?  Are they talking with their pastors 
to see what the Knights can do for their parish? 
 

Star Council is what every council should be aiming 
for!  This year we have a great incentive program for 
those councils who complete everything required and 
receive Star Council.  If your council gets Star Council, 
they will receive a 50% reduction in their state per capi-
ta.  If they get Double Star, they will receive a 75% 
reduction in their state per capita.  If they get Triple 
Star, they will receive a 100% reduction in their state 
per capita! 
 

Another friendly reminder, please make sure your 
councils are aware of our incentives for this year.  The 
first 500 members who are listed as the proposer for a 
new member will receive a unique challenge coin; cur-
rently we have 127 proposers!  All members who are 
listed as the proposer for 3 or more new members will 
receive a “Memento Mori” Rugged Rosary, which has 
been awarded to 17 members so far!  And there is the 
coveted “Green Jacket” that will go to this year’s Top 
Evangelist (minimum of 10 new members) and cannot 
be awarded to a previous recipient!  The current leaders 
have each recruited 5 new members.  Who will it be 
this year?  It could be you! 
 

Get out there and evangelize our parishes  
and Grow the Order! 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Remember to File Your 
Council Paperwork! 

 

Form 185, Form 365, and all your other council  
reports and forms help the State Council and  
Supreme Council send information to council  

leadership, monitor the health of your council, keep 
up-to-date with what is happening in your council, 
see where we need to improve, offer assistance, or 

make changes, and much more.   
 

We are here to help your council succeed  
and continue to grow and improve  

as you serve our communities. 

Run This in  

Your Church Bulletin  
 
 

Lead With Faith  
~ Protect Your Family ~ 

 
 

Serve Others  
~ Defend Your Values ~ 

 
 

Become a Knight  
~ Join Us Today ~ 

 
 

KofC.org/JoinUs 

 MARCH FOR LIFE 
January 22, 2023 

March For Life Chair Mike Peplinski  
mikepep465@msn.com 

 

The March for Life began in 1974 in Washington, 
D.C. to peacefully protest the Supreme Court’s infa-
mous decision which decriminalized abortion.  It 
then spread nationwide each January.  This year in 
Minnesota, we will again mark the occasion on Sun-
day, January 22nd with a Noon Mass at the St. Paul 
Cathedral.  This will be followed by the MCCL, 
MN Citizens Concerned for Life March for Life at 
2:00 pm on the State Capitol grounds.  Signs will 
be available to pick up at the Capital.  There will 
be a brief program at 2:30 p.m.   MCCL will intro-
duce prolife lawmakers and officials.  MCCL works 
to secure protection for innocent human life from 
conception until natural death through effective edu-
cation, legislation, and political action.  Please join 
us as we are called to give witness in defense of 
God’s Gift of Life and build a culture of life and 
love in our communities. 
 

Help us commemorate the millions of lives lost to 
abortion (and the women and men who have been 
hurt as a result), and call for renewed respect and 
protection for all members of the human family, 
including unborn children and their mothers.  Your 
presence will help illuminate God’s will in our spir-
itual campaign. 
 

The March for Life is a featured program and to 
receive credit for this program, councils are required 
to organize a minimum of 25 marchers to participate 
in a national, state, or local March for Life or organ-
ize a local March for Life themselves.  Report activ-
ity using the Fraternal Activities Report Form 
(#10784).   Order “Choose Life” signs (#9341) 
through supplies online — the supply ordering por-
tal is available on officers online.  

 ¡Haz crecer la Orden! 
State Ethnic Membership  

Director Michael Bass Smith 
ethnicmembership 

director@mnknights.org 
 mlsmith8@crimson.ua.edu      

(507) 201-5500 
 

For more information on  
Hispanic and other  

ethnic-based councils,  
please contact me. 

Continue to mentor your newest 
members and engage your current 

members.   
 

Invite them to share their ideas.  
 

Hold programs that interest them,  
and invite them to help out. 

 

Invite prospective members to help out  
on projects, too. 

 

Let them see that we are the people they 
want to be with who are doing the 
projects they want to be part of. 

Eucharistic Revival 
 

The United States call for a three-year 
grassroots revival of devotion and belief in 

the Real Presence of Jesus in the  
Eucharist.  Our Minnesota Bishops ask all 
MN Knights to step up and participate in 
this revival as participants and leaders in 

their parishes. 
 

Go to eucharisticrevival.org 
 

Enter your email to receive “Cor Ad 
Cor” (“Heart to Heart”), the regular news-
letter from the Eucharistic Revival, with 

newsworthy updates, resources, and more.  

 

mailto:mnkcbowling@gmail.com
mailto:membershipdirector@mnknights.org
mailto:Mlsmith8@crimson.ua.edu
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K of C Safe Environment  

Program  
 

For questions or concerns or to receive a handbook 
containing Knights of Columbus Safe Environment 

Program policies and procedures, please go online at 
kofc.org or submit your request to  

 

youthleader@kofc.org 
(203) 800-4940 

“Key-Ask About Kiosk” 
Church Book Kiosk Chairman  

DD49 Dennis Cummings  
dennis_j_cummings@yahoo.com  

(651) 428-4929 
 

For $150, a council can purchase a floor-standing 
display of 15 different religious books and accom-
panying posters to help advertise them to parishion-
ers and visitors.  The sturdy bookshelf holds 15 cop-
ies of each book for a total of 225 items and can 
easily be placed in a church’s narthex for conven-
ient public access. 
 

The collection's topics include Prayer Time, Letter 
to Families, A Scriptural Rosary, Saint Benedict for 
Busy Parents, Faith: Questions and Answers, Into 
the Breach, Gift of Fatherhood, Family in the Mod-
ern World, Mary—Mother of God, God's Plan for 
Love and Marriage, The Family Fully Alive, Lord - 
Teach Us to Pray, The Good Life - God's Way, Be-
coming a Real Man of God, and Saint Joseph - Our 
Father in Faith. 
 

For more information, please visit  
https://www.kofc.org/en/ 

what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/ 
faith/building-domestic-church-kiosk.html  

(or type kiosk into the search box on kofc.org)   
 

Ten Minnesota councils have purchased the 
church kiosk in the past 2 years for their parishion-
ers, so feel free to ask them about their success with 
the program.  The areas served by them are St. 
Cloud, Dayton, Watertown, Maple Grove, Monticel-
lo, Shakopee, Fairmont, Lake Shore, Verndale, and 
Dilworth. 
 

If you don't already participate in this program, talk 
with your pastor about setting up a bookshelf at 
your parish church.  If you do participate, remember 
to mention the program on your Columbian Award 
Application (Form SP-7).  Feel free to contact me 
with any questions.  
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Unity & Fraternity 
 

When was the last time your council found out 
about a significant problem or need in your parish or 

community and set off to fill that need?   
 

When did you take on a project knowing you would 
only succeed if you got help from your parish  

members, your ladies’ auxiliary, and other groups  
or even other councils? 

 

We encourage you to stretch yourselves  
and give the principles of Unity and Fraternity  

a real and effective demonstration.   
 

If you want to engage your members, a compelling 
project that cannot succeed without their help is the 
tried and true method of engaging men with their 
identities as Knights of Columbus.  Run a program 
that matters, a program that touches their hearts and 
leaves them feeling good about having helped.  Run 
a program that helps them see what is possible by 
working together with each other.  Run a program 
that helps your parish see what is possible by part-
nering with your council.   
 

These programs never fail.  Even when they do not 
meet their goals, they succeed in bringing people 
together in the attempt.  They succeed in engaging 
us and others with our mission and purpose.  They 
can be a lot of fun as well.   
 

Set the bar high.  Make sure you communicate the 
need and the plan widely.  Celebrate your accom-
plishment when you are done.  

Membership Incentives 
 
 

Star Council = 50% reduction in state per capita*  
 

Double Star = 75% reduction in state per capita*  
 

Triple Star = 100% reduction in state per capita* 
 

First 500 Members Listed as the Proposer for a 
New Member Receive a Unique Challenge Coin 

 

All Members Listed as the Proposer for  
3 or More New Members  

Receive a “Memento Mori” Rugged Rosary 
 

The “Green Jacket” will go to this year’s  
Top Evangelist (minimum of 10 new members)  
and it cannot be awarded to a previous recipient!   

Who will it be this year, it could be you! 
 

*Council must be Safe Environment Compliant 
*Council must have all forms in that are due 

Support Revelation Media 

Get a Free DVD & Book 
 

Many of you have seen 
the movie “Unplanned” 
produced by Revela-
tion Media, a non-
profit movie company.  
Since then, they have 
released a sequel The 
Matter of Life.  For a 
donation, you can re-
ceive the physical DVD & the Book         
Unplanned: Grace and also the ability to 
stream it online for FREE.   
 

What a great program idea for your council!  
 

Please contact State Life Director Jeremy 
Hadash at hadashsports101@yahoo.com  

for the link. 

Supreme Hotline  
 

Help with FS questions regarding Member  
Management or Member Billing 

 

(203) 752-4210   
ExpertFS@KofC.org 

New Council Development 
and Roundtables 
Chairman Mark Glatzel 

markglatzel64@gmail.com 

(320) 267-1485 
 

Greetings Brother Knights and Ladies: 
 

Here is an update on New Council Develop-
ment and Parish Roundtable participation in 
our state.  We are excited about the possibility 
of three new Hispanic councils starting soon — 
Pipestone, Mankato, and Marshall.  We have 
also had a number of councils report their par-
ish roundtable coordinators for this year. 
Thanks for your participation in these pro-
grams. 
 

Worthy members, if you are in a parish that 
doesn't have its own council, and there are 
at least 20 men in that parish who are already 
Knights of the neighboring council, or interest-
ed in being part of our great organization, con-
tact me or State Deputy Dan DeCrans, and we 
can come to visit with your pastor about start-
ing a council.  There is a procedure we follow 
to start a successful council.  Blessed Fr. Mi-
chael McGivney’s dream was to have a council 
in every parish that can sustain one. 
 

Knights of Columbus councils are to be in ser-
vice to the pastor and thereby the parish.  Each 
parish, other than the home council parish, 
should have a roundtable to accomplish this. 
Are you a member in one of these parishes?  
Does your council have a roundtable in the 
parish?  If so, are you involved in your parish 
roundtable?  No roundtable?  Call your  
grand knight and offer to help establish one or 
to be the coordinator.  Councils with active 
roundtables tend to be more involved in activi-
ties and attract new members.  Are you part of 
the excitement?  
 

Worthy Grand Knights, we ask you to be pro-
active and establish a round table in every ad-
ditional parish your council serves.  If you 
have them already, Form 2929 needs to be sub-
mitted every year, even if the coordinators are 
the same.  Please work on this in January.   
Remember, if you feel a parish can sustain a 
council, contact your DD and me.  We can visit 
with the pastor about it. 
 

God be with all of you this Christmas and New 
Year; may He keep you safe and healthy.                                                                 

Knights Foundation Kick’s off 
the 2022-23 State Raffle 

MN KofC Foundation Treasurer Rick Morgan 
rickmorgan53@gmail.com 

 

It is January already and the financial secretaries 
have had the 2022-23 Foundation Raffle tickets for a 
while.  Normally, most members will get their tick-
ets when they get their annual notices to pay their 
council dues.  If most of the council members return 
their ticket stubs with payment, then the FS should 
promptly send the tickets along with the money to 
the Foundation.  The sooner this all gets done, the 
sooner the 50% checks will come back to the coun-
cils.  
 

If all the financial secretaries read the bold print on 
the instruction sheet that came with the tickets, it 
states we must have the tickets and money in our 
office by May 1, 2023.  This is necessary so that 
all the tickets and money can be “processed” to 
make sure all is correct before putting the tickets in 
the big drawing at our 2023 MN State Convention.  
 

This is my 10th year working on the State Raffle. 
Last year, we grossed over $200,000 for the first 
time!  That means that our state councils shared in 
$100,000.  I see more and more councils sending out 
two sheets of tickets instead of just one sheet.  This 
simple task just doubled the earnings of those coun-
cils — pretty smart move!  If your council wants 
more raffle tickets, please call our office at (952) 
492-2800. 
 

Hopefully your council has done several new com-
bined degrees where the following principles are 
taught: Charity, Unity, and Fraternity.  Your Minne-
sota Knights of Columbus Foundation is an excel-
lent example all three of these: Charity when we 
help fund your council’s projects with our matching 
grants; Unity when we work as a large group 
throughout the state to pool our funds.  And finally, 
Fraternity when we help each other. 
 

One final thought when working with the tickets and 
money.  We really enjoy getting the tickets all neatly 
wrapped along with one check for the entire amount 
from the council! 
 

Good luck with this year’s raffle.  
Let us know if you need more tickets. 

Building the Domestic Church:  
The Family Fully Alive 

 

Visit http://www.kofc.org/un/en/

domestic-church/  

Check Out  
Supreme’s Webinars and 

“How To” Video Library!! 
 
 

Visit http://www.kofc.org/en/
members/resources/membership-

webinar.html  
to view fraternal webinars &  
the “how to” video library  

Need More Information About Using 

Online Membership or Transferring 
Online Members Into Your Council?   

 
 

Contact Immediate Past State Deputy  
David Whatmuff  (763) 772-2997      

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 

mailto:youthleader@kofc.org
mailto:dennis_j_cummings@yahoo.com
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
mailto:rickmorgan53@gmail.com
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/
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Ultrasound Initiative 
The Order is nearing 1,600 ultrasound machine 
donations!  Contact your local pregnancy center to 
ask if it needs a new ultrasound machine. Visit 
kofc.org/ultrasound to learn more about the 
program and access resources.  

 

Procedures for Online 

Exemplification  
 

Candidates must register for the virtual 

exemplifications.  

 

They can find a link at Events>Degree Schedule 

or the main Ceremonials site About>Ceremonials 

Once registered, they will receive a link to the 

Zoom meeting for that ceremony.  

This can come anywhere from 2-24 hours prior to 

the exemplification. 

 

Registration will closed 2 hours prior to each 

exemplification 

 

NOTE: They will need your council number to 

complete the registration.  

 

Guide them through the registration if needed. 

 

After the ceremony, councils must process the 

candidates by submitting Form 100s by: 

Mail (not recommended) 

Email (membership@kofc.org) 

Member Management (Candidate tab) 

 

The easiest method is to have the candidates join 

with Supreme’s kofc.org/joinus 

They will be downloaded to your Member 

Management site.  

 

Once they go through the exemplification, you 

will transfer them from your Prospect tab. 

Candidates for admission must be approved by 

your council.  See the temporary rules for 

electronic voting. 

 Prospect Tab 
It’s Time to Act! 

 

E-members who have joined our Order but not 
a council show as prospects in Officers 
Online, linked to the council they are interest-
ed in or assigned to.  Council leaders are 
charged with contacting these members and 
inviting them to join their council, then vote 
them in, and help them complete the exempli-
fication of charity, unity, and fraternity.   
 

These members sitting as PROSPECTS are 
not being engaged to help with COUNCIL 
PROGRAMS or  connecting with Brother  
Knights.  IT IS EVERY COUNCIL’s DUTY 
to engage these members quickly.  Leaving 
these men alone is simply not serving the 
Catholic man, the Order as a whole, or our 
MN councils as well as we could and should 
be.  Act on this seemingly neglected pool of 
council member prospects!!      

Endless Points 

State Program Director  
Randy Balausky 

programdirector@mnknights.org     
(507) 213-9862 

 

The month of January is      
dedicated to the Holy Name of 
Jesus, which is celebrated on January 3rd.  "In 
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of 
those that are in heaven, on earth and under 
the earth" (Phil 2:10).  Christ's name is chosen 
in heaven, and the Angel Gabriel announces it 
when he informs the Blessed Virgin of the 
incarnation: "Behold thou shalt conceive in 
thy womb and shalt bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus."  It is a name that 
has marvelous implications, for it means 
"Savior."  The very name bespeaks the magni-
tude of His mission, His infinite love, a love 
that will cause Him to offer Himself up for us. 
 

The new year is upon us.  Have you decided 
what you are going to do to improve yourself 
and help others this year?  I certainly have.  
Both my wife and I for the past few years have 
made it a point that every morning we read a 
passage related to strengthening our marriage. 
Our spiritual resolution for this year (and 
many more) is to be more prayerful every day. 
I could tell you how we plan on doing that, but 
I won’t.  That should come from within you to 
determine how you want to accomplish your 
goals. 
 

January brings in a new year of new and fresh 
activities.  I pray that you all are taking fresh 
new looks at how and what programs you are 
doing.  Take a look at how you can freshen up 
programs to make them appealing to families, 
and that can draw younger adult males to be-
come a Knight of Columbus member. 
 

Happy New Year! 

Auxiliary Corner Timeline 
 

January 2023 -- Auxiliaries, submit your        
volunteer hours for the previous year.  Mail it to:  
 

State Auxiliary President Kathy Culhane  
733 Spring Road  

Faribault MN 55021 
 

February 2023 ---- Auxiliaries, submit your  
Auxilian of the Year nomination.  Mail it to:  
 

State Auxiliary President Kathy Culhane  
733 Spring Road   

Faribault MN 55021 
 

April 1 2023 --- Auxiliaries should submit their 
annual reports, billings, and list of deceased 
members.  Mail them to:  
 

State Auxiliary President Kathy Culhane  
733 Spring Road   

Faribault MN 55021 
 

The 2023 Convention registration 
due date is April 1st.   Mail your 
registration along with a check to: 

  

State Auxiliary Treasurer  
Mary Wick 

5256 LeSueur Ave 
New Prague MN 56701 

Master’s 
Minute 

District Master  
James Witzman 

master@mnknights.org      
(612) 805-1846 

 

My Brother Knights, 
 

As we take a moment from our busy lives to cel-
ebrate the birth of our Lord, Lady Debbie and I 
pray your holidays are filled with love and your 
New Year is filled with peace.  
 

It is hard to believe that we are halfway through 
our fraternal year.  As we begin the second half 
of this fraternal year, it is prudent to reflect on 
how we are doing in promoting and growing our 
Order.  
 

We have all been asked by Supreme Knight Pat-
rick Kelly to recruit two new council members, 
and to encourage every third degree member to 
become a fourth degree Knight of Columbus.  
 

Have you achieved your goal?  If not, have you 
developed your plan?  It’s never too late to start 
recruiting.  We should all be recruiting 365 days 
a year until all Catholic men have been invited to 
join us in service to our Church.  At the recent 
midyear meeting, State Deputy Dan DeCrans 
challenged each of us to share the benefits and 
good works of the Knights of Columbus and ex-
tend an invite to two potential new members each 
month.  The more men we invite, the better 
chance we have of meeting these challenges. 
 

Please save the date.  The 2023 Spring Exempli-
fication is scheduled for April 15th at the Double-
Tree by Hilton in Roseville, MN.  Nicollet As-
sembly 526 will be our host as a part of the 120th 
Anniversary of their assembly.  Details and reser-
vation material will be on the state website short-
ly. 
 

Just as each of us had someone ask us to join the 
4th degree, I would ask that you do the same.  
Remember, our Order is only as strong as the 
next generation, and we owe it to all those we 
have known over the years who worked so hard 
to promote and grow the Order, to do the same.   
 

All a new member needs to join the Fourth De-
gree is a dark business suit, a Form 4, and paid 
fees ($70 for candidates and deacons; $35 for 
priests — which includes a banquet ticket).  
Please do your part.  Our church and country are 
counting on you.   
 

My sincere thank you for all you have done dur-
ing this past year and continue to do for the 
Knights of Columbus and the Fourth Degree. 
 

Keep your sword bright for Liberty's defense. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

 Report Deceased  
Brother Knights 

Fraternalism Director Randy Lindstrom  
mnkcfc@gmail.com 
609 25th Ave SW  

Willmar, MN 56201 
 

Include the deceased Brother Knight’s name, date of 
death, council number, town, next of kin, and if he 

was 4th Degree, a former DD,  
a past State Officer, etc.   

 

Remember, the FS needs to file a Form 100  
informing Supreme of his death  

 

A monthly listing is published in each online edition 
and online supplement at mnknights.org 

 

Family Week 
 

Knights of Columbus councils will dedi-
cate a special week of the year to recog-
nizing the vital importance of families as 
the foundation of our domestic church and 
to promoting Catholic family values. 
When choosing a week, councils should 
consider factors affecting parishioner 
schedules, such as school vacations, holi-
days, and other local events. Though tradi-
tionally celebrated in the summer to com-
memorate the birth and death of our 
founder, Blessed Michael J. McGivney, 
this program can take place anytime dur-
ing the year.  The Knights of Columbus 
offers a wide variety of resources for a 
successful event, including a calendar, 
suggested activities, announcement poster, 
news release, and so much more, at  

www.kofc.org/familyweek 

Sample Recruitment Parish Bulletin Announcement 
  

Lead With Faith 
 

Protect Your Family 
 

Serve Others 
 

Defend Your Values 
 

Become a Knight  
 

Join Us Today 
 

KofC.org/JoinUs 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sXp98xRvOtbQC9tgFm-zoW_jkekxWO4zcQe9n3zgtZ6WvyLRWZpCKg9ng3gCT5NAUTWlQEjCiZahG3YsaGU8sOi-al8JKLMA7fOGFEviiLv0HWoD4Kjs1BV6BO59SO6CDhML3xIT9DP8S4Ky451RWBwC7VySOYengsC08gamviF_pKLperYqtPL4zyrDDtgpCP8z5gYKuEUN9HnDhZCVkPOrBYxi0_T1VuA
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Building the  
Domestic Church:  

The Family Fully Alive 
 

Visit http://www.kofc.org/un/
en/domestic-church/  
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Run this in Your Church Bulletin: 
 

Your decision to join the Knights  

could define your year.  
 

Join Catholic men just like you striving to 

strengthen their faith, their families,  

and their communities as members of the 
Knights of Columbus. 

 

Every Knight makes a difference.  
 

Each man brings a unique story,  

a particular set of skills,  
and a heart that is ready to serve. 

 

We invite you to take this exciting step  
and join us today.  

 

It’s an opportunity that could define your year 
and change your life. 

 

KofC.org/JoinUs 

Programs Equal 
Actions Evangelizing 

 

Let’s face it, brothers.  There is not a Knight of 
Columbus alive who joined the Order so he 
could come to a meeting every month and dis-
cuss the size of the sausages to serve at the next 
pancake breakfast.   
 

They join to help needy kids, help paint the rec-
tory, collect and deliver food for the hungry, en-
courage young people to live their faith, and to 
grow in their own faith.   
 

They join to put Catholic social teaching into 
practice with other men like themselves.  They 
join to DO stuff! 
 

Let your programs, your activities,  
and your ACTIONS evangelize!   

Be not afraid, open the doors to Christ,  
and invite other men to join us as we  

grow the Order! 

Sample Recruitment  

Announcement to put in Your 
Parish Bulletin 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

The Knights of Columbus is a trusted name, tried by 
time, present where men are, providing inspiring re-
sources and support for strengthening your faith and 
living a life of virtue. 
 

Knights lead with faith.  Knights protect our families.  
Knights serve those in need. 
 

When the world says men should step aside, Knights 
of Columbus step up. 
 

We are Catholic men.  We live by principles in-
formed by faith.  We are sons, fathers, husbands, and 
grandfathers.  Join us on life’s greatest adventure to 
discover the man God calls you to be. 
 

BECOME A KNIGHT 
KofC.org/JoinUs 

DELTA DRIVES  
Not Your Old Fashioned 

Church Drive 
 

Councils have to grow to survive.  That means invit-
ing men to join your council is part of your core 
mission.  Inviting men to join us is as      important 
as planning a food drive or pancake breakfast or 
blood drive.  Having new men and new ideas is ac-
tually MORE important for the long-term health of 
your council than making sure any single program 
succeeds, because of all the people who can be 
helped in the future by a prosperous council. 

   

Delta Drives MUST be organized, intentional invita-
tions to the community for Catholic men to join the 
Knights of Columbus.  Plan and hold a Delta Drive, 
and make sure your message goes out by email, in 
bulletins, and in live announcements.   
 

Delta Drive scripts and announce-
ments are on the State website at 

https://mnknights.org/delta-drive-
resources/ 

Dial a Knight  
Birthday Initiative  

 

Each Knight  Receives a Call on His Birth-
day from his Grand Knight to Check In  

& Wish Him Happy Birthday 
 

Why????? 
 

Promotes Fraternity 
 

Keeps Council Records Up-to-date 
 

Lets Each Brother Know How  
Important He is to Your Council 

Fr. Michael  
McGivney Guild   

 

Please join the  
Fr. McGivney Guild,  

and support his cause for  
canonization.  To sign up, please  
visit www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

 The Silver Rose is Coming 
to Minnesota in 2023 

Chairman Larry Mader 
larry.mader@live.com         

Home phone: 320-286-5620      
Cell: call or text 612-384-2691 

 

Is your council interested in hosting  
the Silver Rose?   

 

Minnesota is tentatively scheduled to 
have it from April 24 - May 21, 2023.   

 

History of the Silver Rose  

 

In 1960, the Columbian Squires wanted to 
give back to Our Lady of Guadalupe for 
what she did for her people in Mexico.  The 
squires in Monterrey, Mexico came up with 
the idea of running a rose to the Basilica of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Monterrey, Mexi-
co. The rose was chosen to commemorate 
Juan Diego and the miracle of the roses, an 
important part of the story of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 
 

The first rose was a real rose flown to New 
York where it was received by Grand Knight 
Joseph Thomasen, who in turn took it to Su-
preme Knight Luke Hart, who saw it on the 
way to Dallas, Texas.  There, Texas State 
Deputy Jack Collerin received it and took it 
to Laredo, Texas, where it was given to the 
Squires from Monterrey, Mexico, at the In-
ternational Bridge in Laredo.  They ran the 
rose through a part of Mexico and arrived 
with it on December 12, 1960 at the Basilica 
in Monterrey, Mexico. 
 

The following year they created the Silver 
Rose, because silver was a precious metal of 
Mexico.  This program was conducted by 
the Knights of Texas and Mexico until mid 
1990, when it was adopted as a Knights of 
Columbus Supreme Council Program.  In 
2001, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson ex-
panded the Silver Rose Program. 
 

Today, eight roses run across different North 
American routes that include Canada, every 
U.S. state, Puerto Rico, the District of Co-
lumbia, and Mexico.  This spreads devotion 
to Our Lady of Guadalupe and unites the 
international brotherhood.  At every stop the 
Silver Rose makes, people pray for respect 
for life, for the spiritual renewal of each na-
tion, and for the advancement of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. 

 

Family of the Month  
 

Choose a Family of the Month every 
month.  Honor your council’s families and 
show them their dedication and the exam-
ple they set is greatly appreciated.  Present 
them with a Family of the Month certifi-
cate!  Enter them in Supreme’s contest!  
One MN family is selected each month.   

 

Submissions must be completed online using Frater-
nal Programs Report Form #10784.  It is found by 
going onto kofc.org and choosing Programs under the 
What We Do menu.  Click on resources and the link 
to the form is listed on that page.  You enter your 
member number and last name and Supreme will 
email you a link (at the email you have on file with       
Supreme).  Questions?  Contact Manager of Family 
Programs Robert Nayden at robert.nayden@kofc.org  
 

Choose a Family of the Year from your Families of 
the Month and use this program on Form SP-7. 
 

Choose a Knight of the Month 
Each & Every Month! 

 

Select a Knight to honor each month.  Pub-
lish it in your council newsletter and present 
him with a Knight of the Month certificate.  
Choose a Knight of the Year from these 
gentlemen, and use this program on Form 
SP-7.  

 

REMEMBER:  
 

Every council activity is an oppor-
tunity to evangelize and invite 
other men to join us in doing 

God’s work here on earth! 
 

Continue to Grow the Order, 
and increase our capacity  

to do good! 

On Par for Star   
 
 

 Need help with recruitment?   
Contact your District Deputy, your Field 

Agent, State Membership Director  
Josh Phinney, or State Ethnic Membership 

Director Michael Bass Smith. 
 

They will be glad to assist you.   
Your success is their first priority. 

 

Do you have enough programs?   
Need new ideas?   

Contact your District Deputy,  
one of our Program Chairmen,  

or State Program Director Randy Balausky.  
 

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!   
Be amazed by what you and your 

council can accomplish as you 
open the doors to Christ!   

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Minnesota K of C  
Student Loan Fund 

 

Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly 
(952) 873-2213 

daly.daly@frontiernet.net 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/
https://mnknights.org/delta-drive-resources/
https://mnknights.org/delta-drive-resources/
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
mailto:larry.mader@live.com
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General Agent  
Joe Caouette 

161 Main Ave W 
Winsted MN 55395  

Office: (320) 485-2202 
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org 

 
General Agent  
Lloyd Cybart 

1301 E Cliff Rd,  
Suite 110  

Burnsville MN 55337  
Office: (952) 686-7720 

Fax: 952-388-0851 
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 
www.twincitieskofc.org 

 

 

 

 
 

Insurance Message 
 

Minnesota Fraternal  

Benefits Seminars (FBS)  

2023 Fraternal Year 
 

We get many questions on why we need to have our councils attend a 
Fraternal Benefit Seminar (FBS).  Many think it’s just a required filler 
to get the Founder’s Award so the council can get Star Council.  Some 
think it’s so the agent and the Order can sell more insurance.  Yet oth-
ers look at it as just another task from Supreme. 
 

There is a small amount of truth in each one of these things, however 
the ultimate reason is to educate our members on what the Order pro-
vides for them and what is available from the insurance side of our 
house.  Basically, it is how we can help our members in the spirit of 
Blessed Michael McGivney’s intention to protect our families finan-
cially in case of disaster. 
 

Since Fr. McGivney’s time, the Order has extended our mission to 
other capabilities such as preparing for long-term care, disability, and 
the retirement situations we may all face.  We have, and continue to 
bring in, top speakers in these fields, at no small cost, along with our 
own field agent and general agents.   
 

We need your help to promote these FBSs in your councils.  These are 
informational seminars to educate our members.  The more knowledge 
we have in these areas, the more we can take care of ourselves and our 
families, like Fr. McGivney intended. 
 

Below is the FBS schedule for the remainder of this fraternal year.  A 
description of each one will be available soon on mnknights.org with 
ZOOM links.  There will be extra sponsored ones, as well, with pro-
fessional speakers from outside the Knights of Columbus, as we’ve 
done in the past. 
 

Remember, each councils needs seven 
attendees at two seminars to earn the 
Founders Award.  They must complete 
the survey at the end, and the GK must 
submit form 11077 to his general 
agent within seven days. 
 

Tempus Fugit, Memento Mori 
GA Lloyd Cybart 
GA Joe Caouette 

Advertising Can Help Your Council 
 

PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash      
hadashsports101@yahoo.com 

 

Advertising comes in many forms, and when done right,  
your council gets in the spotlight.  

 

Email upcoming council events subject line “My Council 
Events” to have them promoted by me.  

Membership Recruitment 

Strategies 
  

 Call all members and parishioners, especially 
those you haven’t seen or heard from in a 
while.  Ask how they’re doing.  Ask if there 
is anything the council can do to help them 
through these difficult days.  And ask them if 
they know anyone who might want to help 
the council advance it’s mission of service to 
the parish and community. 

 Publicize the good works of the council and 
the Order.  The more men know about who 
we are and what we do, the more receptive 
they’ll be to an invitation to join. 

 Make sure your parish website and/or E-
bulletin has information about the Order’s 
Into the Breach and other faith formation 
materials.  Especially in areas where Masses 
are still cancelled or severely curtailed, these 
materials will fill a very real spiritual void. 

 Have a conversation with your pastor.  What 
does he need — usher, greeters, liturgical 
ministers, repair projects, maintenance pro-
jects, spring cleanup, etc.?  Be the organiza-
tion he can count on … and remind him that 
with more members, you’d be able to provide 
even greater service. 

 Conduct food drives.  One of the first things 
the Supreme Council did at the onset of the 
pandemic was provide direct support to food-
banks.  But the Supreme Council can’t make 
an impact in every community.  Your coun-
cils can!  And you can be visible while you 
do it. 

 Host a blood drive.  The need for blood is 
great.  Host a drive in your church hall or 
council meeting place, and publicize it 
throughout your parish and community.  
Make sure those members who volunteer at 
the drive or who donate are wearing their K 
of C gear. 

 Most importantly, focus on what you can do, 
not on what you cannot.  We all know that 
we’re limited in what we can do, but that 
doesn’t mean we’re powerless.  If you be-
lieve – as I know you do – that new members 
are needed now more than ever, I know 
you’ll figure out how to find them. 

Are You Socializing Yet? 
 

Need instructions to get on Facebook or Twit-
ter?  Request a “Social Media Toolkit” by 
emailing me.  In addition to Facebook & Twit-
ter, I have an additional time saving tool that 
helps you schedule your posts in advance.  You 
may request this also. 
 

If you don’t have the time to get your page set 
up, you can request a page that I will set up.  
 

NOTE: If a district deputy does not have any 
“computer savvy” people, and he would like 
maintain one for his district, I can create that 
too. 
 

For any other questions on Social Media,  
feel free to email me at  

hadashsports101@yahoo.com 
Social Media Chairman Jeremy Hadash 

File your Council  
990-N e-Postcard  

to Maintain  
your Council’s  

Tax-exempt Status 

St. Michael  
Medals  

 

Do you have a family  
member or friend serving in 

the military?   
 

Request a St. Michael Medal  
to be sent to them from State 

Chaplain Fr. Martin. 
 

There is no cost to you or the 
military service person.   

 

The military person does not 
need to be a man, a Knight of 

Columbus, or a Catholic.   
 

Send the name of the person in 
the military, their rank, branch 
of service, and address to State 
Chaplain Fr. Martin Schaefer.  

 

He will send the medal and  
a prayer card directly to the 

serviceman/woman.   
 

Please email your requests to:  
statechaplain@mnknights.org  

 

Prayers from our Minnesota 
Knights’ families are very    

important to our military men 
and women.   

 

Continue to pray for them  
and their safety.  

Choose a Knight of 

the Month and a 

Family of the Month 

Each and  

Every Month!!!! 

 

More Details are on 

page 7 

 

The Supreme Family 

of the Month Winner 

for Minnesota is 

listed in the Knightly 

News Online Edition 

(or supplement) at 

MNKnights.org 

2023 

01/19/2023 (Thursday 7pm) 

02/21/2023 (Tuesday 7pm) 

03/16/2023 (Thursday 7pm) 

04/11/2023 (Tuesday 7pm) 

05/18/2023 (Thursday 7pm) 

06/13/2023 (Tuesday 7pm) 

 

Check Out the Online Editions of 
the Knightly News! 

 

 

All editions of the Knightly News are posted  
online each month at kofc.org 

 

Some months, printed editions are mailed to leadership  
and/or general members.   

These printed editions are also posted online  
along with a supplement for the month  

that has additional information  
that did not fit in the printed edition. 

 

Other months an online only edition is posted  
on the State website at mnknights.org 

Program Award Guidelines 
 

State Program Director Randy Balausky 
400 Pebble Beach Dr. ~ Owatonna, MN 55060 

rbalausky@gmail.com      
programdirector@mnknights.org      

507-213-9862 
 

Guidelines for competitive and non-competitive council awards 
are included in every online Knightly News and supplement.  

The guidelines and the forms and can be found at mnknights.org 
 

Award application forms MUST be MAILED to Program  
Director Randy Balausky POSTMARKED BY April 1, 2023 

REMINDER   
 

All checks sent to the Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus should be 

made payable to:   
 

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
 

On the memo line,  
please list what the check is for. 

mailto:Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
mailto:Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
http://www.twincitieskofc.org
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com

