
State Chaplain Fr. Martin Schaefer 
(507) 494-8841 
statechaplain@mnkights.org 
 

Assoc. State Chaplain  
Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault 
(218) 283-3293 
associatechaplain@mnkights.org 
 

State Deputy Dan DeCrans 
(218) 255-1125  
statedeputy@mnknights.org 
 

IPSD David Whatmuff 
(763) 772-2997 
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 
 

State Secretary Bou Gazley 
(507) 259-7851 
statesecretary@mnknights.org  
 

State Treasurer Jesse Kosloski 
(218) 330-5648  
statetreasurer@mnknights.org  
 

State Advocate James Terwedo  
(952) 492-2800 
stateadvocate@mnknights.org  
 

State Warden Joe George 
(651) 253-3112     
statewarden@mnknights.org  
 

District Master James Witzman 
(612) 805-1846 
master@mnknights.org 
 
 

State Membership Director Josh Phinney 
(612) 232-7068 
membershipdirector@mnknights.org 
 
 

State Ethnic Membership Director  
Michael Bass Smith 
(507) 201-5500 
ethnicmembershipdirector@mnknights.org 
 

State Program Director Randy Balausky 
(507) 213-9862 
programdirector@mnknights.org 
 
 

Administrative Assistant  
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM 
(320) 587-0747 
adminassistant@mnknights.org 
 

Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly 
(952) 873-2213 
daly.daly@frontiernet.net 
 
 

Editors Bob & Peni Penas  
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com 

Monthly Dedication  
 

September is dedicated to 
Our Lady of Sorrows whose 
celebration is on September 
15th.  As we reverently re-
call Mary’s suffering and 
sorrows, let us ask the Lord 
to grant us the fruits of his 
own sufferings.  Mary of 
love, of sorrow, and of mer-
cy, pray for us. 

Knightly News 
September 2022 
“Service to All” 

File your Council 990-N  
e-Postcard to Maintain your 
Council’s Tax-exempt Status 

Eucharistic Revival 
The United States call for a three-year grassroots revival of devotion and belief in 
the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  Our Minnesota Bishops ask all MN 
Knights to step up and participate in this revival as participants and leaders in 

their parishes. 

Go to eucharisticrevival.org 
Enter your email to receive “Cor Ad Cor” (“Heart to Heart”), the regular newsletter 

from the Eucharistic Revival, with newsworthy updates, resources, and more.  

Keeping Christ in Christmas 
 

This year we have a new English Christmas card printer located in Marshall, Minnesota.  
The cards will include 10 different religious designs with a glossy picture on the front.  
The inside of the cards will be left blank for you to add your own personal messages and 
notes. and the back will have the K of C logo and the saying “Keeping Christ in Christ-
mas.”  They are $8.50 per pack plus shipping and handling (suggested retail $13).  The 
designs can be seen on the KC website at https://mnknights.org/program/keep-christ-
christmas-cards/. 
 

Cards will be packed 10 per pack with 10 envelopes.  You can order either 10 of the same 
card in a pack or a variety pack with one each of the 10 different designs and envelopes. 
Our planned shipping time is 10 days to 2 weeks from when we receive your order and 
payment.  Orders can be placed by filling out the form at https://mnknights.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/KC-Cards-2022-Order-Form.pdf and mailing form and payment 
to Jeff Bagniewski. 
 

Orders can start immediately.  The last day to order cards for 2022 is October 31, 2022. 
 

Thank you for ordering your cards. 
Chairman Jeff Bagniewski  (507) 884-1521  jeffslittlestore@gmail.com 

Special Olympics 2022  
State Bowling Tournament 

More Information Coming Soon! 
Volunteers Needed! 

Locations 
Bowlero, Brooklyn Park Nov. 11-13 

Bowlero, Blaine Nov. 12-13 
AMF Southtown Lanes, Bloomington Nov. 12-13 

Thunder Alley, Grand Rapids Nov. 18-20 
Welch, Treasure Island Nov. 19-20 

Garden Center Lanes, Alexandria Nov. Dates TBD 

Members of International 
Falls Council 1540 

with Associate State  
Chaplain Father  

Thomas Galarneault, 
after celebrating the  

1st Feast Day for  
Blessed Father McGivney  

on August 13, 2022  



Memoriam 
 

Please pray for these  
deceased Brother 
Knights and their families 
 

Coon Rapids Council 5141 
     Edward Sherburne, Jr. 
 

Crosslake Council 9657 
     Arthur Vadnais 
 

Duluth St. Benedict Council 8337 
     Richard B. Brickley 
 

Eveleth Council 2583 
     Paul Polski 
     Joseph Stenfacnich 
 

Long Prairie Council 1636 
     Roman Primus 
     Dennis Biermaier 
 

Owatonna Council 945 
     Otto Rysavy 
 

South St. Paul Council 3659 
     William Reynolds 
 

St. Cloud Council 961 
     Marvin Miller 
     James Fischer 
 

Waconia Council 2506 
     Bernard Rauen, Sr. 
     Sylvester Schmieg 
     Lyle Kaufhold 

DELTA DRIVES Not Your Old Fashioned Church Drive 
 

Councils have to grow to survive.  That means inviting men to join your council is part of your core mission.  Inviting men to 
join us is as important as planning a food drive or pancake breakfast or blood drive.  Having new men and new ideas is actually 
MORE important for the long-term health of your council than making sure any single program succeeds in meeting the needs 
of those less fortunate, because of all the people who can be helped in the future by a prosperous council. 
   

Delta Drives MUST be organized, intentional invitations to the community for Catholic men to join the Knights of Columbus.  
Plan and hold a Delta Drive and make sure your message goes out by email and in bulletins as well as live announcements.   
 

Delta Drive scripts and announcements are on the State website at  
https://mnknights.org/delta-drive-resources/ 

Report deceased member names 
to Fraternalism Director  

Randy Lindstrom at 
mnkcfc@gmail.com 
609 25th Ave SW  

Willmar, MN 56201 
 

Include the deceased Brother 
Knight’s name, date of death, council 
number, town, next of kin, if he was 

a former DD, State Officer, 4th 
Degree, etc.   

 

Remember, the FS needs to  
file a Form 100 informing 

Supreme of his death  
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 Service for All 
State Deputy Dan DeCrans    

statedeputy@mnknights.org    (218) 255-1125  
 
 

The Fruit of Silence is prayer 
The Fruit of Prayer is Faith 
The Fruit of Faith is Love 

The Fruit of Love is Service 
The Fruit of Service is Peace 

   St. Teresa of Calcutta 
 

Brother Knights, 
 

At the 2022 Supreme Convention, Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly talked about how 
Knights of Columbus step into the breach whenever there is a need — as we did with try-
ing to overturn Roe vs. Wade, the war in the Ukraine, hurricanes, etc.  Whenever there was 
a need, the Knights of Columbus was there to help out.  Thinking on this, I saw that we 
here in Minnesota did indeed step into the breach with help and support for all of these 
needs.  Although we may think we are doing enough with our activities here at home, I 
came up with some areas where we definitely need to step up our involvement by stepping 
into the breach. 
 

Even through Roe vs. Wade has been overturned, Minnesota is still an abortion state.  As 
Knights, we need to step into the breach.  First, we must step up with prayer to change the 
hearts of our politicians and others to end abortions in Minnesota.  Second, we as Knights, 
need to be informed for the upcoming election in November on where the candidates stand 
on abortion, families, human rights, religious rights, and religious freedom.  Then vote for 
the best candidate for the betterment of your community and state.  It is your right to be 
informed and to make sure that you vote. 
 

Another area of stepping into the breach is our Food for Families program.  Many of us 
have gardens.  If you have extras, after you’ve gotten your family supplies done, think 
about donating your extras to your local food shelf.  This is a simple way to help out those 
in need in your communities.  
 

The Eucharistic Revival is another area where, as Knights, we need to increase stepping 
into the breach by supporting the Eucharistic Revival and making this a big part of our 
lives.  As our faith increases, it helps our families pull together, it brings our councils more 
together, and it makes our parishes much stronger along with our dioceses and the Catholic 
Church. 
 

There are many more areas where we can step into the breach.  We just have to think about 
it, and then do it.  When we get more involved in our own parishes with our faith, we meet 
more people and have a better chance of inviting people to join the Knights.  The more 
Knights we have in our councils, the more help we have stepping into the breach to fill 
needs and help people.  We will achieve our goal and motto of SERVICE FOR ALL. 
 

Another quote of St. Teresa of Calcutta that is very appropriate is, “You can do things I 
cannot.  I can do things you cannot.  Together we can do great and wondrous things.”  We 
cannot do everything by ourselves, but together with faith in Blessed Fr. McGivney and St. 
Teresa of Calcutta, we can achieve our goal of SERVICE FOR ALL. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

 



Check Out Supreme’s 
Webinars!!! 

 
 

Join your Brother Knights from 
across the Order and attend our 
next Fraternal Mission Training 
Webinar.  Learn more about at-
tracting and retaining members 
through charitable outreach, fra-
ternal benefits, and being in-
volved in the sacramental life of 
our Church. 
  
 

Join us live or ANY-
TIME On-Demand; they 

are recorded 
 
 

Check out past webinars, like: 
¨ Faith in Action Attracts and 

Engages Members 
¨ Recruiting - Finding Mem-

bers Where They Are!  
¨ Building Mission Through 

Your Parish 
¨ Programming Membership  
¨ And many more 
 
 

Visit http://www.kofc.org/en/
members/resources/

membership-webinar.html 
scroll down to On Demand 

Webinar Portal 

Membership Recruitment Strategies 
  

¨ Call all members and parishioners, especially those you haven’t seen or heard from in a while.  Ask how they’re doing.  Ask if there is 
anything the council can do to help them through these difficult days.   

¨ Publicize the good works of the council and the Order.  The more men know about who we are and what we do, the more receptive 
they’ll be to an invitation to join. 

¨ Make sure your parish website and/or E-bulletin has information about the Order’s Into the Breach and other faith formation materials.  
Especially in areas where Masses are still cancelled or severely curtailed, these materials will fill a very real spiritual void. 

¨ Have a conversation with your pastor.  What does he need?  Servers for virtual Masses?  People to clean and disinfect the Church, getting 
it ready for Masses to resume?  Be the organization he can count on…and remind him that with more members, you’d be able to provide 
even greater service. 

¨ Conduct food drives.  One of the first things the Supreme Council did at the onset of the pandemic was provide direct support to food-
banks.  But the Supreme Council can’t make an impact in every community.  Your councils can!  And you can be visible while you do it. 

¨ Host a blood drive.  The need for blood is great, but the pandemic has caused the cancellation of many drives.  Host a drive in your 
church hall or council meeting place, and publicize it throughout your parish and community.  Make sure those members who volunteer 
at the drive or who donate are wearing their K of C gear. 

¨ Most importantly, focus on what you can do, not on what you cannot.  We all know that we’re limited in what we can do.  But that 
doesn’t mean that we’re powerless.  If you believe – as I know you do – that new members are needed now more than ever, I know 
you’ll figure out how to find those new members. 
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Persevere in Prayer 
State Chaplain Martin Schaefer 

statechaplain@mnknights.org     (507) 494-8841 
 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, and persevere in prayer. 
     Romans 12:12  

 

During the 140th Supreme Convention, the Knights of Columbus were 
called upon to “stand in the breach.”  In his annual report, Supreme 
Knight Patrick Kelly urged Knights to preserve life, protect the family, and proclaim 
the faith.  The energy and the spirit of the convention encouraged those in attendance 
to clarify for themselves what kind of men and women does God want his faithful peo-
ple to be?   
 

As I was “taking it all in” during the days of the Supreme Convention, the question 
that came to my mind is, “Who are we serving?”  In everything that we are called to be 
as Knights of Columbus, we must serve God with generous hearts.  My prayer for us is 
that we allow God to deepen his love in our hearts and that we will be transformed into 
his Son Jesus Christ with every passing day.  Let us set our hearts on God as we abide 
in Christ and as we set out to “stand in the breach.”          
 

Vivat Jesus! 

7th Annual  
Mary’s Meals  

Fundraiser Dinner 
Thursday, Sept. 22, 2022 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Lino Lakes, MN 

 

For more information  
or reservations, contact  

Debra and Wayne Waldera at 
(651) 772-6935 or email 

marysmealsmn@gmail.com 

Invite Someone Today to Join Us  
in Service to All!!! 



Supreme Hotline  
 

FS help with Member  
Management and Member Bill-

ing questions  
 

(203) 752-4210 
 

ExpertFS@KofC.org 

Programs Equal Actions Evangelizing 
 

Let’s face it, brothers.  There is not a Knight of Columbus alive who joined the Order so 
he could come to a meeting every month and discuss the size of the sausages to serve at 
the next pancake breakfast.  They join to help needy kids, help paint the rectory,  collect 
and deliver food for the hungry, encourage young people to live their faith, and to grow in 
their own faith.  They join to put Catholic social teaching into practice with other men 
like themselves.  They join to DO stuff! 
 

Let your programs, your activities, and your ACTIONS evangelize!  Be not afraid, open 
the doors to Christ, and invite other men  to join us as we Grow the Order!   

Roundtables 
 
 

A roundtable exists to sup-
port the needs and  

interests of the local  
parish and priest.   

 

For more information or as-
sistance with roundtables, 
contact Chairman Mark 

Glatzel 
markglatzel64@gmail.com 

(320) 267-1485 

New Council  
Development  
Chairman Mark Glatzel 

markglatzel64@gmail.com 
(320) 267-1485 

Got an idea on where a 
council is needed?   

Give me a call, and we’ll 
work on starting one up! 
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Heaven Bound 
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault 

associatechaplain@mnknights.org 
 

If Heaven is so much better than earth, should we not want to do every-
thing to get there?  And yet, we need to know what the standard is to get 
there.  What is that standard?  Love!  Still, what does that mean?  Have I 
loved like God; have I loved him with all my soul, being, and strength?  
Have I loved my neighbor as myself?  These are great questions to ponder, and yet we 
still need more information to explain what love is in the eyes of God. 
 

One of the ways we can see that we are living out love of God and neighbor is to see how 
we are living the commandments.  The first three commandments deal with God, while 
the last seven commandments deal with neighbor.  The commandments are given by God 
to show us how to love.  As time goes on, hopefully, we are living the commandments 
not because God told us to, but rather because we are wanting to show our love.  By do-
ing this, we are living out communion with God and neighbor.  Living the command-
ments helps us to love. 
 

Besides the Commandments, there are the Precepts of the Catholic Church.  These are the 
minimum requirements that we need to do to get to Heaven.  These can be found in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church Numbers 2041 – 2043.  Needless to say, if we are liv-
ing out the Third Commandment, we are living out the First Precept of the Church, which 
says we are to participate in Mass on Sundays and Holy Days and rest from work.  The 
rest of the Precepts expand on the Commandments.  The Second Precept is that we need 
to get to confession at least once during the year.  The Third Precept is receiving the Eu-
charist at least once during the Easter Season.  The Fourth Precept is observing days of 
fasting and abstinence.  And finally, the Fifth and final Precept listed in the Catechism is 
that we “provide for the needs of the Church” (CCC 2043).  These are meant to help us to 
be minimally ready for Heaven. 
 

It is common as we grow in our relationship with God to know that there is more to love.  
Once we are living the Commandments and Precepts, there is another layer of love.  This 
is where the Beatitudes, the Seven Deadly Sins, and the Corporal and Spiritual Works of 
Mercy come into play.  The Beatitudes challenge us to see that we are living out from our 
heart the love of God and neighbor.  They help us to purify our desires.  Looking at the 
Seven Deadly Sins, we find the roots of our sins; these help us to root out the desires that 
are not of God.  Finally, the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy help us to make sure 
that we are growing more in love with God and neighbor by taking care of our physical 
and spiritual wellbeing.   
 

All of these are meant to help us to be Saints!  And Saints do not rest at just being medio-
cre.  Rather, Saints try to love God fully and completely as well as their neighbor.  To be 
in Heaven, to be bound for Heaven, we cannot rest on our laurels.  Instead, we must con-
tinue to grow closer to God and neighbor until we breathe our last.  As St. Jerome said, 
“Good, better, best.  Never let it rest.  Until your good is better and your better is best.”  
This is how to be Heaven bound. 

Fr. Michael 
McGivney Guild   

 

Please join the 
Fr. McGivney 

Guild,  
and support 
his cause for 
canonization.   

 

To sign up, please visit 
www.fathermcgivney.org/  

Check out the Aid and Support After Pregnancy (or ASAP) program details at  
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/ 

life/aid-suppport-after-pregnancy.html 
 

You give $500 to a pregnancy resource center or maternity home, and Supreme will issue 
a $100 grant to the same qualifying organization.  This is a great way to show our support 
for new mothers!   



REMINDER:  All checks sent to the Minnesota Knights of 
Columbus should be made payable to:  Minnesota Knights of Columbus  

On the memo line, please list what the check is for. 
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Make Change! 
State Secretary Bou Gazley   

statesecretary@mnknights.org 
(507) 259-7851 

 

As we just returned from the Supreme Convention in Tennessee, I am 
thinking about how large of an organization the Knights of Columbus is.  
We are in numerous countries all over the world and in all 50 states.  
Each state jurisdiction is led by a group of volunteers.  Each of these volunteers puts in 
hundreds of hours a year so that we can all be members.  We are all volunteers in our 
councils, our assemblies, and our parishes.  This is truly a magnificent organization at the 
state and local levels in every jurisdiction around the world. 
 

As we come off the historical event of Roe vs. Wade being overturned, this is not a time 
to relax.  First off, abortion is still legal in Minnesota, and the new Supreme Court ruling 
did not change anything in the state of Minnesota.  We are still needed to make change in 
our own state!  Ultrasounds are in an even greater need in Minnesota due to women com-
ing to Minnesota from other states where abortion is not legal.  This is resulting in the 
centers being even busier than they were before, and we, as Knights, need to continue to 
step up! 
 

Lately, one of the comments heard frequently is that if we are truly prolife, then we 
should be doing things to help out the new mothers after they give birth, as well.  That 
has been a potential hole in our prolife battle, but the Supreme Council has created a new 
program to aid councils with this.  It is called the Aid and Support After Pregnancy (or 
ASAP) program.  This is a great program that I encourage all councils to consider partici-
pating in.  You give $500 to a pregnancy resource center or maternity home, and Su-
preme will issue a $100 grant to the same qualifying organization.  This is a great way to 
show our support for new mothers!   
 

Check out the ASAP program details at  
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/ 

life/aid-suppport-after-pregnancy.html 

Support Revelation Media 
Get a Free DVD & Book 

 

Many of you have seen the movie “Unplanned” produced 
by Revelation Media, a non-profit movie company.  Since 
then, they have released a sequel The Matter Life.  For a 
donation, you can receive the physical DVD & Book Un-
planned: Grace and also the ability to stream it online for 
FREE.  What a great program idea your council can host.  
Please contact Jeremy Hadash, State Life Director at 
hadashsports101@yahoo.com for a link. 

Support a Local Pregnancy Center  
 

Our pregnancy centers in Minnesota need help more than ever. 
Most of these centers provide supports up until their child is 2 
years of age.  They guide the mother and provide several re-
sources to assist them on their journey of motherhood.  With Su-
preme’s NEW program Aid and Support After Pregnancy 
(ASAP), they will donate $100 for every $500 donated to a local 
pregnancy center (up to $2,000).  For more information, please 
visit www.kofc.org/asap  

Minnesota  
Fraternal  

Benefits Seminars 
(FBS) 2022/2023  

Fraternal Year 
 

Below is the FBS schedule for the 
fraternal year.  These are the 
dates, and a description of each 
one is forthcoming; we will get 
those out as soon as we can with 
ZOOM links.  There will be extra 
sponsored ones as well with pro-
fessional speakers outside the 
Knights of Columbus as we’ve 
done in the past.  Remember, per 
Supreme requirements, at least 7 
members or eligible members 
need to attend to count towards 
the Founders Award.  Each coun-
cil needs at least two FBSs to earn 
the award. 

2023 

01/19/2023 (Thursday 7pm) 

02/21/2023 (Tuesday 7pm) 

03/16/2023 (Thursday 7pm) 

04/11/2023 (Tuesday 7pm) 

05/18/2023 (Thursday 7pm) 

06/13/2023 (Tuesday 7pm) 

2022 

8/23/22 (Tuesday 7pm) 

9/15/22 (Thursday 7pm) 

10/18/22 (Tuesday 7pm) 

11/17/22 (Thursday 7pm) 

12/13/22 (Tuesday 7pm) 

When ordering 
wheelchairs or 

turning in funds 
for wheelchairs, 
please use the 

form found on page 19.  
 

This form can also be found on 
the State website at 

mnknights.org 



Virtual Marian Icon Prayer Program Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians  
Marian Icon Prayer Chair Orville Fillbrandt     Orville@Fillbrandt.com     (612) 751-2943 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5dGwI2Nf3I&feature=youtu.be 
 

This video will continue to be available on as a resource for councils to run virtual Marian Icon Prayer Services.   
Please call or email me if you have any questions. 

K of C Safe  
Environment  

Program  
youthleader@kofc.org  

(203) 800-4940 

REMEMBER:  
 

Every council activity 
is an opportunity to  

evangelize and  
invite other men to 

join us in doing God’s 
work here on earth! 

 

Continue to Grow the 
Order, and  

increase our  
capacity to do good! 
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Grow Your Faith ~ Grow Your Council 
State Treasurer Jesse Kosloski 
statetreasurer@mnknights.org      

jesse.kosloski@gmail.com      
(218) 330-5648 

 

Brothers, 
 

I am writing this after returning from the 2022 Supreme Convention 
which was held live in Nashville, Tennessee.  What an amazing and joyful experience it 
was to be together with new and old friends from around the world.  One of the highlights 
was when the Knights of Columbus took over the Grand Ole Opry building which was next 
door to the Gaylord Opryland Resort.  We got to watch the newest member of the Knights 
of Columbus, Craig Morgan, up on stage.  The meetings, Masses, and other activities were 
full of energy and excitement.  You can find the Masses and some of the other stuff on the 
State website under the 2022 Supreme Convention blog, and EWTN recorded a lot of it, as 
well. 
 

Big things introduced by Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly were ASAP (Aid and Support Af-
ter Pregnancy), Ukraine relief, and the Eucharist Revival (being led by our very own Bish-
op Cozzens).  There is a strong push for including faith into everything we do and increas-
ing men through faithful programs and a more spiritual approach to our Order.  
 

We, as Brother Catholic Knights, need to improve our faith and the faith of our brothers, 
which will in turn invite more Catholic men wishing to be more faithful.  NOW is the time 
to start being more faithful in our meetings and in our programs.  Society needs us now 
more than ever, and we need each other.  GROW YOUR FAITH, and GROW YOUR 
COUNCIL! 
 

Help the poor, the orphans, and the sick!!!  Blessed Father McGivney created our Order to 
do just that so let's go do it!! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Regional Membership Cup 
 

July 31st 
 

Here we are at the beginning of another year of competi-
tion! A bit of a slow start for everyone, but Jeff’s Region 7 
has come out of the gate with 6.1/2%, just a nose ahead of 
the reigning champions, Marc’s Region 9 at 5.1/2%. 
 

A couple of lengths behind them we have Region 6 in 3rd, 
led by a new man, Dennis Cummings, just in front of Or-
ville’s Region 8, in 4th. 
 

A bunch of runners at the back of the field, Craig’s Region 
2, Mario’s Region 5, and Region 4 also led by a new man, 
Stan Nordin, with another new man, Dave Pritschet’s Re-
gion 1, and Denny’s Region 3 still to make it out of the gate. 
 

At this date 25 men have joined councils this year, and our state intake, including online members, is 43, which is 4.1% of our 
goal. 
 

My monthly reminder … we will be awarded a reduction of our state goal by 1 member for every 10 online members joining 
each month (goal is 1050, but we hope for reduction due to success in the Team Membership Challenge, with this change re-
flected in the Region goals), so make this your standard recruiting procedure … have the prospect join online, then transfer him 
into your council.  This also allows the new member to take advantage of the first-year membership “free” whilst this offer is 
available (extended to October 31st 2022). 
 

A 3-way tie for leading District … Districts 35, 42, and 59 each have taken in 3 new members! 



Family of the 
Month  

 

Congratulations to the  
 Anthony Wehseler Family 

of Hutchinson Council 4797 
 

Choose a Family of 
the Month every 
month.  Honor your 
council’s families 
and show them 
their dedication and 
the example they 
set is greatly appre-
ciated.  Present 
them with a Family of the 
Month certificate!  Enter them 
in Supreme’s contest!  One MN 
family is selected each month.   

 

Submissions must be complet-
ed online using Fraternal Pro-
grams Report Form #10784.  It 
is found by going onto kofc.org 
and choosing Programs under 
the What We Do menu.  Click 
on resources and the link to the 
form is listed on that page.  
You enter your member num-
ber and last name and Supreme 
will email you a link (at the 
email you have on file with       
Supreme).  Questions?  Contact 
Manager of Family Programs 
Robert Nayden at                   
robert.nayden@kofc.org  
 

Choose a Family of the Year 
from your Families of the 
Month and use this program on 
Form SP-7. 
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Supreme Convention Update 
State Warden Joe George 

statewarden@mnknights.org      
joe.george.9905@gmail.com     

(651) 253-3112    
 

Hello Brother Knights, 
 

I am writing this after returning from the Supreme Convention in Nash-
ville, Tennessee.  The main topics that were really stressed were the new ASAP program 
and solidarity with Ukraine.  
 

If your council has not helped in the support of Ukraine, please consider supporting the 
fund.  I can’t imagine what those people are going through.  I have a feeling that what we 
see on the news does not even come close to the reality of what is going on over there.  The 
Ukraine State Deputy spoke to us and gave us a very heartfelt thank you with tons of grati-
tude for all our help.  As long as there is suffering in that country, we need to support them 
with everything we can.  They are our Brother Knights and their families, as well as fellow 
Catholics.  
 

I was also blessed with the opportunity to meet and talk with Ignatius Joseph III Yonan Pa-
triarch of Antioch.  As I am Lebanese in heritage, this was very exciting for me.  He ad-
dressed everyone at the convention about the persecution of Christians in the Middle East. 
That is another program that we can support — Christian Refugee Relief.  Check it out at  

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/life/ 
christian-refugee-relief.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also, don’t forget to complete your 185, 365 and 1295.  They are all past due now. 

Don’t Ease Up! 
Immediate Past State Deputy Dave Whatmuff      

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org      
 (763) 772-2997       

 

As you may know, it was my honor and privilege to receive congratula-
tions on behalf of the State of Minnesota, from Supreme Knight Patrick 
Kelly, for the great job done by everyone last year!  It was fun and excit-
ing to receive this accolade on the stage of the Grand Old Opry, cheered 
on by the new state officers and delegates in the audience, led by State Deputy Dan 
DeCrans.  Check out Greg’s Supreme Convention blog on the State website for photos. 
 

https://mnknights.org/gregs-blog-of-2022-supreme-convention-nashville/ 
 

We’ve had a bit of a slow start this month, but there were a couple of new councils in pro-
gress which didn’t quite make completion last year, and I hope they will come through 
shortly, which should get us back on par for Circle of Honor!  We had some good momen-
tum going last year … don’t ease up on the gas pedal! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Choose a Knight of 
the Month Each & 

Every Month! 
 

Select a Knight to honor each 
month.  Publish it in your 
council newsletter and present 
him with a Knight of 
the Month certificate.  
Choose a Knight of 
the Year from these 
gentlemen, and use 
this program on Form 
SP-7.  



Procedures for Online Exemplification  
 

Candidates must register for the virtual exemplifications.  
They can find a link at Events>Degree Schedule or the main Ceremonials site About>Ceremonials 

Once registered, they will receive a link to the Zoom meeting for that ceremony.  
This can come anywhere from 2-24 hours prior to the exemplification. 

Registration will close 2 hours prior to each exemplification 
NOTE: They will need your council number to complete the registration.  

Guide them through the registration if needed. 
After the ceremony, councils must process the candidates by submitting Form 100s by: 

Mail (not recommended) 
Email (membership@kofc.org) 

Member Management (Candidate tab) 
The easiest method is to have the candidates join with Supreme’s kofc.org/joinus 

They will be downloaded to your Member Management site.  
Once they go through the exemplification, you will transfer them from your Prospect tab. 

Candidates for admission must be approved by your council.  See the temporary rules for electronic voting. 

Use Online  
Membership! 

 

Members can join online 
and then be transferred to 

the council of their 
choice when they are 
ready to get involved. 

Continue to Grow  
the Order, and  

increase our capacity 
to do good! 

Live Online  
Exemplifications 

 

Held monthly on the 
2nd Wednesday at  
8 p.m. and the 3rd  

Saturday at 10 a.m. 
 

The schedule is on our  
State website at 

MNKnights.org under  
Events>Degree Schedules 
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Grow the Order! 
State Membership Director Josh Phinney 

membershipdirector@mnknights.org     (612) 232-7068 
 

Brothers,  
 

Through the month of July, we are off to a miserable start!  We averaged 
less than one new member per day for a total of 25 members.  If we are 
going to prove ourselves as a state, we need to have an average intake of 3 new members 
per day!  So, at the end of July we should have been at a minimum of 93 new members.  As 
I write this article, we are now two weeks into August and currently sit at 53 new members.  
This number reflects that some councils are starting to become active as in two weeks we 
have brought in more members than the entire month of July!  Although there is no reason 
to celebrate this, as that is only 2 members per day, 2 weeks in we should be at a minimum 
of 42 new members.  Also, we have 258 councils who have yet to invite a new member and 
have him join their council!  This is completely unacceptable!  It is time for us to get on the 
ball and start running successful events and other programs that give us the opportunity to 
invite men to join our Order! 
 

DD’s, it is time for my inbox to be flooded with emails for exemplifications and events 
happening in your district!  Yesterday was the Feast Day of Blessed Father Michael J. 
McGivney, how many councils had a Mass or other event in his honor?  How many used it 
as an opportunity to inform their parishes about Father McGivney and the Knights of Co-
lumbus and invited men to join their council?  It is time to get out into our parishes and 
communities and evangelize!  Don’t wait and say maybe next time I will ask my friend if 
he will join the Knights, ask him TODAY!! 
 

Our membership goal for the state this year is 1,050 new members!  One member per coun-
cil per month should be a minimum standard.  Let’s have a friendly competition with our 
neighbors, Wisconsin.  They have the same intake goal as we do and currently are 14 mem-
bers ahead of us!  It is time for Minnesota to have the bragging rights.  Let’s get out there 
and show everyone that we are better at inviting the men of our parishes to join the Knights 
of Columbus!  Let’s get our parish families the protection that they need and deserve!  Let’s 
Grow the Order! 
 

Please remind your councils of our incentives for this year.  The first 500 members who are 
listed as the proposer for a new member will receive a unique challenge coin!  All members 
who are listed as the proposer for 3 or more new members will receive a “Memento Mori” 
Rugged Rosary!  And there is the coveted “Green Jacket” that will go to this year’s Top 
Evangelist (minimum of 10 new members) and cannot be awarded to a previous recipient! 
Who will it be this year, it could be you! 
 

Get out there and evangelize our parishes and Grow the Order!  Vivat Jesus! 



Advertising 
Can Help 

Your Council 
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash      
hadashsports101@yahoo.com 

 
 

Email upcoming  
council events with 

subject line  
“My Council Events”  
and I’ll promote them. 

Invite Someone  
to Join Today! 

 

Share the 
pride!  

Share the 
joy! 

Share the 
satisfaction! 
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 Membresía 
State Ethnic Membership Director Michael Bass Smith 

ethnicmembershipdirector@mnknights.org 
 mlsmith8@crimson.ua.edu     (507) 201-5500 

 

Hermanos todos,  
 

Ahora tengo tiempo para tener una campaña de membresía programada ya 
en los libros.  Estos eventos deben incorporar dos semanas de anuncios en 
boletines que destaquen el fin de semana del evento, la necesidad de Ca-
balleros en la orden y cuál es nuestra importancia en la iglesia.  Luego tenga la fecha lista y 
alguien identificado para dar un anuncio desde el púlpito el día de.  Luego, haga un se-
guimiento con un anuncio en el boletín la semana siguiente con una forma para que los in-
teresados se comuniquen con el consejo. 
 

Recuerde concentrarse en la membresía en línea.  Ayuda a la velocidad de los nuevos 
miembros que aparecen en los oficiales en línea.  Además, nos gustaría ver Caballeros en 
cada parroquia.  Si tiene una parroquia que no tiene presencia de Caballeros, hágamelo sa-
ber y ayudaré a construir una presencia. 
 

Buena suerte y mantente activo. 
 

¡Viva Jesús! 
 

***************************************** 
Brothers all,  
 

Now is the time to have a scheduled membership drive already on the books.  These events 
should incorporate two weeks of bulletin ads that highlight the weekend of the event, the 
need for Knights in the Order, and what our importance is in the church.  Then have the 
date ready and someone identified to give a pulpit announcement the day of.  Then follow 
up with a bulletin ad the week after with a way for those interested to contact the council. 
 

Remember to focus on online membership.  It helps the speed of new members showing up 
in officers online.  As well, we would like to see Knights in every parish.  If you have a par-
ish that does not have a Knights’ presence, let me know and I will help build a presence.  
 

Good luck and stay active. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Auxiliary 
Corner 

 

The Red Wing 
Knights of Co-
lumbus Council is 
wanting to start an 
auxiliary and requested that a 
few of the board members come 
down to discuss the possibility.  
 

The 2023 Auxiliary Convention 
will be held in New Prague. 
 

Make time to pray for the world, 
broken families, peace, and 
God's will to be done.  

Programs 

State Program Director Randy Balausky 
programdirector@mnknights.org     (507) 213-9862 

 
Brother Knights, 
 

September is upon us already!  Be sure to check your “Fraternal Planner” 
for upcoming events. 
 

In attending the 2022 Supreme Convention, there were two specific programs that were 
highlighted.  The first one is the Eucharistic Revival program and the second is the (ASAP) 
Aid and Support After Pregnancy program.  Both programs are available on the Supreme 
webpage. 
 

“Protecting our children is the sacred duty of every Knight.”  
       – Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly. 

 

It is all our responsibility to ensure that our councils are Safe Environment Compliant.  You 
can begin by going to https://www.kofc.org/en/safe-environment-program/index.html to get 
information and user guides and to do the training.  We need to be sure that when we are 
offering any program that may involve any children that we are doing everything possible 
to protect them.  As a reminder, any program that is entered for a state award will not be 
considered if the council is not Safe Environment Compliant. 
 

So much more can be taken from the 2022 Supreme Convention. The war on Ukraine 
shows the outreach that the Knights of Columbus has and the solidarity that we all continue 
to bring to our communities.  Let us all hope and pray that these conflicts come to a speedy 
end.   
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Ask Someone 
to Join Us  
Today!!! 



Online Membership 
KofC.org/JoinUs 

 

Great option for those gen-
tlemen who want to help 
out with the big picture 

and learn more about us 
and those who aren’t ready 
yet to join a local council. 

 

The perfect answer to,  
“I don’t have the time to 

join right now.” 
 

For more information, con-
tact IPSD David Whatmuff 

(763) 772-2997      
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 

Giving the Gift of Warmth – Charity that Evangelizes! 
2022 Minnesota Coats for Kids Matching Program 

 

Knights of Columbus across the U.S. and Canada have been growing the charitable reach of 
our Coats for Kids program since 2009.  Since then, over 370,000 coats have been donated to 
kids who need them by these men they call Knights!  Partnerships with schools, shelters, po-
lice, and fire departments are just some of the ways councils are getting coats where they are 
most needed, showing once again that Charity is the Knights of Columbus’ first principle.  
Minnesota councils running this program can count their distribution as a featured program by 
distributing 96 coats. 
 

For councils who wish to participate in the 1 for 1 offer, coats need be ordered through the 
State using the fillable form found on the State website (mnknights.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/08/coats_for_kids-Order-Form.pdf).  Checks are to be made out to Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus with “Coats for Kid Matching” on the memo line. 
 

Prices shown are per case of twelve (includes ground shipping only) for orders shipped to ad-
dresses in the continental United States.  Coats are only sold by the full case.  Pre-packed cas-
es will contain either boys’ coats or girls’ coats (mixed cases are not available).  Councils can 
source the coats where they choose, but Supreme has a living wage agreement with our ven-
dor to ensure our funds support ethical business.  Please note coats are offered for charitable 
purposes and not to be resold. 
 

Once again, this year, our Supreme Council is offering a 1 for 1 match, if you order through 
the State, and meet certain qualifications! 
 

OVERVIEW:  The Minnesota State Council will cohost with the local councils Coats for  
Kids events throughout the State of Minnesota during the first three weeks of October 2022 as 
part of the Knights of Columbus Supreme Coats for Kids. 
 

REQUIREMENTS: 
Þ Councils are to provide order and matching order to State Council by SEPTEMBER 25th 

and to Randy Balausky at programdirector@mnknights.org 
Þ Council agrees to pay State Council for Coats.  Checks are to be made out to Minnesota 

Knights of Columbus with “Coats for Kid Matching” on the memo line. 
Þ Council agrees to pick up their cases from another site as needed* 
Þ Minimum council order of 3 cases qualifies (for C4K banner) 
Þ Council agrees to organize their distributions between October 1 and October 25, 2022 
Þ Council must provide distribution date and location by September 30 for State Council to 

accept order 
Þ Media must be welcome to distributions 
 

COST: 

 

NOTE:  Adult Male & Female Coats are $294.24 per case of 12 Coats  
(see KnightsGear for sizes per case) 
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Family Week 
 

Knights of Columbus councils 
will dedicate a special week of 
the year to recognizing the 
vital importance of families as 
the foundation of our domestic 
church and to promoting Cath-
olic family values. When 
choosing a week, councils 
should consider factors affect-
ing parishioner schedules, 
such as school vacations, holi-
days, and other local events. 
Though traditionally celebrat-
ed in the summer to commem-
orate the birth and death of 
our founder, Blessed Michael 
J. McGivney, this program 
can take place anytime during 
the year.  The Knights of Co-
lumbus offers a wide variety 
of resources for a successful 
event, including a calendar, 
suggested activities, an-
nouncement poster, news re-
lease, and so much more, at  
www.kofc.org/familyweek.   

Ultrasound  
Initiative 

The Order is nearing 1,600 
ultrasound machine donations!  
Contact your local pregnancy 
center to ask if it needs a new 
ultrasound machine. Visit 
kofc.org/ultrasound to learn 
more about the program and 
access resources.  



2022–2023 MINNESOTA PROGRAM AWARDS 
Competitive and Non-Competitive 

State Program Director Randy Balausky 
400 Pebble Beach Dr. ~ Owatonna, MN 55060 

rbalausky@gmail.com     programdirector@mnknights.org     507-213-9862 
 

The forms with which you can apply for all State Awards are available on the State website or from me.  
 

Overall Programs Entry Form or a copy of your SP-7 - This will assist in judging.  This year like every year, you have the 
option of either completing the “Overall Program Entry Form” or sending a copy of your councils 2022-2023 SP-7.  Include 
programs conducted from April 2022 to April 1, 2023.  Remember, this submission is for state award purposes only and it does 
not replace the submission of the SP-7 to Supreme for the Columbian Award or Star Council.  Do not forget to send your SP-7 
into Supreme to be eligible for these!  A council must have earned the State Officers Award of Excellence to be eligible for the 
Overall Program Award.  
 

State Council Service Program Award Entry Form – Use this form to report, in detail, the four most significant projects your 
council conducted this year.  Submit only ONE project report for each of the four categories (Faith, Family, Life, and Commu-
nity).  You may use ONE copy of the form for EACH of the categories.  The form will act as a cover sheet, and you may 
attach additional detail sheets as needed.  This form (STSP) is available on both the State and Supreme websites.  Each of these 
programs are evaluated based on seven criteria.  These criteria are listed below.  Make sure that you clearly provide information 
on each of the seven areas or else you will not receive any points in that area.  Each of the seven areas are weighted equally dur-
ing judging. 
 

1. Nature of the Activity: Does it demonstrate the objectives of the service program? 
2. Participation of Membership: How many members and what percentage participated? 
3. Results: What benefits were derived from sponsorship of this project/program? 
4. Program originality: Was the program something new? 
5. Committee planning: How effectively was the program organized? How detailed was the planning? 
6. Delegation of Responsibility: How many members served as planners, chairpersons, workers, etc.? 
7. Publicity: How effectively was the program publicized? How was it publicized? 

 

State Winners will be submitted to the Supreme Competition.  If your council submits more than one program in any category, 
all these forms will be returned to the council’s grand knight or financial secretary without being judged.  The council can then 
resubmit ONE program for judging in that area.  The deadline of April 1 will not be extended in these situations, so please make 
sure to only submit ONE program for each of the four categories. 
 

Knight of the Year – Nominate one member of your council who has contributed significantly in the areas of Faith, Family, 
Life, and Community.  The Minnesota Knight of the Year will be selected based on the information provided.  The form (found 
on the State website) will act as a cover sheet, and you may attach additional detail sheets as needed. 
 

Family of the Year – Your council’s nomination should be based on the criteria found on the Family of The Year Form.  The 
form (found on the website) will act as a cover sheet, and you may attach additional detail sheets as needed.  The State Winner 
will be submitted to the Supreme Competition.  The winning family of the Supreme Competition will receive a free trip to the 
Supreme Convention. 
 

Scrapbook Competition – Bring your council’s scrapbook to the 2023 State Convention to be judged.  Scrapbooks should be 
for the current year of programing only and should not include anything from past years.  The scrapbook should be an actual 
book or 3 ring binder or some kind of flip book.  (This does not include poster boards, slide shows, or electronic scrapbooks).  
Please turn in your scrapbook at the registration table when you register your delegates on Friday night or Saturday morning.  
Scrapbooks submitted after 9 a.m. on Saturday will not be included for judging, so make sure you get there early.  If your coun-
cil intends to enter a scrapbook into the competition, notify me by email (rbalausky@gmail.com or                            
programdirector@mnknights.org) or by including a letter with your other award submissions.  
 

Councils that do not achieve State Participant Award are not eligible for the Scrapbook Competition.  Your council 
must also be compliant with your Safe Environment Member Status. 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Any council program conducted since April 1, 2022 that was not submitted for last year’s competition, is eligi-
ble for this year’s awards.  Any program that was submitted before, may NOT be resubmitted unless significant changes 
occurred to that program.  You will find more qualification details in all online versions of the Knightly News (see the 
next two pages).  Award Application forms not MAILED to the State Program Director and POSTMARKED BY April 
1, 2023, will not be considered for the award competition.  I look forward to receiving each council’s four (4) State Coun-
cil Service Program Award entries, their Knight of the Year entry, their Family of the Year entry, and to viewing their 
scrapbook at the convention. 
 
 
NOTE:  Councils that do not achieve at least State Participant Award are not eligible for any program award judging. 



Non - Competitive State Council Awards 
 

Program Achievement Awards are based on merit, par ticipation, and numbers accumulated at the Supreme Office and 
the Minnesota Office. 
 

1. Plaquettes are awarded to recognize council achievement in Programs 
White – Participant Award 
Red – State Program Director Award 
Blue – State Officers Award of Excellence 
2. Certificates are presented to each grand knight denoting his council’s achievement in receiving one of these three pro-
gram awards. 
3. Certificates are presented to a distr ict deputy when 100%  of the councils in his distr ict achieve at least the Par ticipant 
Award. 
4. Plaques are presented to the distr ict deputy if 100%  of the councils in his distr ict achieve the State Officers’ Award of 
Excellence. 
 

Participant Award Requirements 
1. File Form 185 (newly elected officers) by July 1st 
2. File Form 365 (list of appointed directors and committee chairs) by July 1st 
3. File Form 1728 (fraternal year survey) by January 31st 
4. All State and Supreme bills paid 
5. All Intellectual Disability (Tootsie Roll) funds and reports filed from previous year 
6. Show evidence of membership recruitment 
7. Conduct at least one program in each of the four major categories (Faith, Community, Life, and Family) 
8. File Midyear Audit by January 31st 
9. File End of Year Audit for previous council year 
10. Complaint with Youth Protection Training and Safe Environment Member Status 
 

Director Award 
Council must fulfill all 10 of the requirements for the Participant Award, plus 
1. Show positive membership intake. (Recruit at least 1 new member) 
2. Conduct at least two programs in each of the four major categories (Faith, Community, Life, and Family) 
 

State Officers Award of Excellence 
Council must fulfill all 10 of the requirements for the Participant Award, plus: 
1. Show positive membership increase.  
2. Conduct at least four programs in each of the four major categories (Faith, Community, Life, and Family) 

 
State Fund Contribution Awards 
 

Pennies for Seminarians 
Participant Awards 
1. Plaque or adhesive year plate given to each council that contributes at least $2 per active member** (new plaque given when 
plaque if filled with year plates) 
2. Councils may qualify through June 30th (last day of fraternal year) 
 

Jim Campbell Religious Scholarship Fund 
Participant Awards 
1. Plaque or adhesive year plate given to each council that contributes at least $2 per active member** (new plaque given when 
plaque if filled with year plates) 
2. Councils may qualify through June 30th (last day of fraternal year) 
 

**active membership is based on total membership reported by the Supreme Council on July 1st minus inactive members and 
honorary life members listed on the same report 
 
 
 
 

Competitive State Awards Guidelines are on the next page 



Competitive State Awards 
 

The council must qualify for the State Officers Award of Excellence to be eligible for Overall Program judging.  All other areas 
of competitive judging require a minimum qualification of Participant Award. 
 

Submissions are judged by committees composed of grand knights, district deputies, and state team members. 
 

Councils may submit ONLY ONE program in each of the four categories for judging in that category.  Each council may have 
ONLY four entries total, consisting of only ONE program for Faith, ONE program for Family, ONE program Life, and ONE for 
Community. 
 
Overall Program Award Requirements 
Council must fulfill all 10 of these requirements to be eligible of consideration for this award: 
1. File Form 185 (newly elected officers) by July 1st 
2. File Form 365 (list of appointed directors and committee chairs) by July 1st 
3. File Form 1728 (fraternal year survey) by January 31st 
4. All State and Supreme bills paid 
5. All Intellectual Disability (Tootsie Roll) funds and reports filed from previous year 
6. Show membership increase 
7. Conduct list at least four programs in each of the four major categories (Faith, Community, Life, and Family) 
8. File Midyear Audit by January 31st 
9. File End of Year Audit for previous council year 
10. Complaint with Youth Protection Training and Safe Environment Member Status 
 
Best Overall Program Awards  
1. First place Outstanding Overall Program 
2. Second place Excellent Overall Program 
 
Family of the Year  
1. Selected from entries received with End of Year Reports. 
2. Plaque presented at State Convention Banquet. 
3. Winning entry sent to Supreme and entered into the Supreme Council Competition. 
 
Knight of the Year 
1. Selected from entries received with End of Year Reports. 
2. Plaque presented at State Convention Banquet. 
 
Individual Competitive Program Awards 
 

Submissions in the four major categories of Faith, Family, Life, and Community, will be judged for content and presentation 
based on: 
1. Nature of Activity: Does it demonstrate the objectives of the service program? 
2. Participation of Membership: How many members and what percentage participated? 
3. Results: What benefits were derived from sponsorship of this project/program? 
4. Program Originality: Was the program something new?  
5. Committee Planning: How effectively was the program organized? How detailed was the planning? 
6. Delegation of Responsibility: How many members served as planners, chairpersons, workers, etc.? 
7. Publicity: How effectively was the program publicized? How was it publicized? 
8. Program submitted last year may NOT be submitted again unless there have been notable changes or major enhancements to 
the program. 
 
Supreme Service Awards 
1. One presented for each of the four major categories (Faith, Community, Life, and Family) to the council with the single most 
outstanding program in that area. 
2. The four winning entries are sent to Supreme and entered into the Supreme Council Competition. 
 
State Service Awards 
1. Two presented for each of the four major categories (Faith, Community, Life, and Family) to the council with the second 
(and third) most outstanding project in that area. 
2. The Supreme Service Award winner is not eligible for either of the plaques in that category. 
 
Scrapbook Award 
1. One award given for outstanding scrapbook present at the State Convention. 
2. Council must be current with Safe Environment Member Status. 
3. Council must earn at least the Participant award to qualify for Scrapbook judging. 



Prospect Tab 
It’s Time to Act! 

 

E-members who have not yet 
joined a council, show as pro-
spects in Officers Online, linked 
to the council they are interested 
in or assigned to.  Council lead-
ers are charged with contacting 
these members, inviting them to 
join their council, voting them 
in, and helping them complete 
the exemplification of charity, 
unity, and fraternity.  If the 
member does not want to join the 
council, the prospect should be 
rejected with a note.   
 

These members sitting as    
PROSPECTS are not being 
engaged to help with COUNCIL 
PROGRAMS or  connecting 
with Brother Knights.  IT IS 
EVERY COUNCIL’s DUTY to 
engage these members quickly.  
We have over 100 prospects sit-
ting on Officers Online?  Leav-
ing these men alone is simply not 
serving the Catholic man, the 
Order as a whole, or our Minne-
sota councils as well as we could 
and should be.   
 

Every GK and every DD should 
use Officers Online to review 
and engage their  prospects.  Re-
ject the ones who do not want to 
join your council.  Engage the 
rest.  You may be able to make 
the McGivney Award or STAR 
District by acting on this neglect-
ed pool of council member pro-
spects!!      
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Master’s Minute 
District Master James Witzman 

master@mnknights.org     (612) 805-1846 
 

My Brother Knights, 
 

Patriot Day is a United States national observance on September  
11th to remember those who were injured or killed during the terrorist 
attacks in the United States on September 11, 2001 when four (4) planes 
were hijacked.  The hijackers then deliberately flew three (3) of the planes into two im-
portant landmarks: the Pentagon in Washington D.C. and the Twin Towers of the World 
Trade Center in New York.  The fourth crashed into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylva-
nia.  The loss of life and damage that these hijackings caused from the biggest act of 
terrorism ever on United States soil.  Nearly 3000 people died in the attacks and the eco-
nomic impact was immense.  In observance of this National Day of Mourning, please 
look for ways that your assembly and council can participate in remembering those who 
sacrificed their lives to save, protect, and defend our country.  
 

As I write this, Lady Deb and I just returned from the 140th Supreme Convention held in 
Nashville, TN.  It was wonderful to be back together in person and reconnect with some 
great Brother Knights, their ladies, and our clergy.  
 

A new program was featured called Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP).  With 
the overturn of Wade vs. Roe, abortion is outlawed and or severely limited in most 
states.  Our councils are asked to adopt and support a local pregnancy center that pro-
vides support for these mother’s post-birth.  For every $500 donated, Supreme will issue 
a $100 grant to the same qualifying organization.  These facilities need as much support 
as we can give them.  In States like Minnesota, that still allow abortions, the need is ur-
gent to continue funding ultrasound machines and make one available in every woman’s 
health center in the state.  More information is available on kofc.org. 
 

The Most Reverend Andrew H. Cozzens, Bishop of Crookston and Chair of the National 
Eucharistic Revival, spoke in his homily of the need for all Knights to work with their 
pastors to develop a plan to embrace the presence of the Eucharist.  He is asking all of 
us to take a leadership role in our parishes and dioceses to promote and get everyone 
behind this revival.  Prior to the revival’s conclusion at the July 2024 Eucharistic Con-
gress, there will be four (4) National Eucharistic Processions across the nation with one 
(1) starting in California, one (1) starting in New York, one (1) starting in Texas, and 
one (1) starting at the headwaters of the Mississippi here in Minnesota; all converging in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.  There will be more information to come on these processions, 
and we will need all Minnesota Knights (councils and assemblies) to make it happen. 
 

If you know of a Brother Knight or Knights in your council who may be ready to join 
the Fourth Degree, please get them signed up for the 2022 Fall Exemplification of the 
Fourth Degree for the Minnesota District, It will be held on Saturday, October 29th at 
the EverSpring Inn & Suites in Marshall, MN, hosted by Holy Redeemer Assembly 
1318.  Remember, candidates no longer need to purchase a tuxedo.  A dark suit, white 
shirt, and tie are the required dress for exemplification.  Details will be on the 
mnkights.org website and mailed to each assembly.  

 

Keep your sword bright for Liberty's defense.  Vivat Jesus! 

 

 

Whenever holding an event with the public, use this 
generic online prospect form on your smartphone to 
collect contact information from your prospects!!!   
 

https://info.kofc.org/us.html 
 

https://info.kofc.org/us_sp.html (for Spanish) 
 

Put in a council email contact to receive the contact 
information from the prospect and follow up!!  This 
tool does more than collect their information.  Su-
preme will send them information about the Knights 
and encourage them to become a member until you 
are able to bring them into your council through the 
exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  



Minnesota K of C  
Student Loan Fund 

 

Contact  
Brother Knight Mike Daly 

(952) 873-2213  ~  daly.daly@frontiernet.net 
(See page 20 for more info) 

St. Michael Medals  
 

Do you have a family member or 
friend serving in the military?   

 

Request a St. Michael Medal  
to be sent to them from  

our State Chaplain. 
 

There is no cost to you or the 
military service person.   

The military person does not 
need to be a man, a Knight of  

Columbus, or a Catholic.   
 

Send the name of the person in 
the military, their rank, branch of 

service, and address to State 
Chaplain Fr. Martin Schaefer.  
He will send the medal and a 

prayer card directly to the  
serviceman/woman.   

 

Please email your requests to:  
statechaplain@mnknights.org  

 

Prayers from our Minnesota 
Knights’ families are very  

important to our military men 
and women.  Continue to pray 

for them and their safety.  

Run this in Your 
Church Bulletin: 

 

Your decision to join  
the Knights could  
define your year.  

 

Join Catholic men  
just like you striving  

to strengthen their faith, 
their families, and  

their communities as 
members of the  

Knights of Columbus.   
 

Every Knight makes  
a difference.  

 

Each man brings a unique 
story, a particular set of 
skills, and a heart that is 

ready to serve. 
 

We invite you to take  
this exciting step  

and join us today.  
 

It’s an opportunity that 
could define your year  
and change your life. 

 

KofC.org/JoinUs 

Remember, we need to 
support our seminari-
ans.  They are the future of 

the Catholic Church here in Minnesota.  Councils, 
please sponsor at least one seminarian through the 
RSVP program.  Ask your diocese for a list of sem-
inarians you can help support.  To stretch your 
RSVP funds, remember that for every $500 given to 
an individual, the Supreme Council will refund the 
council or assembly $100 up to a maximum of $400 
per individual supported.  Don’t forget to provide 
your “adopted” seminarians or religious aspirants 
with moral support and prayers for their success. 
 

More information can be found at  
www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/rsvp.html#/ 

RSVP  

Sample Bulletin Announcement 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
The Knights of Columbus is a trusted name, tried 
by time, present where men are, providing inspiring 
resources and support for strengthening your faith 
and living a life of virtue. 
 

Knights lead with faith.  Knights protect our fami-
lies.  Knights serve those in need. 
 

When the world says men should step aside, 
Knights of Columbus step up. 
 

We are Catholic men.  We live by principles in-
formed by faith.  We are sons, fathers, husbands, 
and grandfathers.  Join us on life’s greatest adven-
ture to discover the man God calls you to be. 

 

BECOME A KNIGHT —  KofC.org/JoinUs 

Continue to mentor your newest members and engage your 
current members.   

 

Invite them to share their ideas.  
 

Hold programs that interest them, and invite them to help out. 
 

Invite prospective members to help out on projects, too. 
 

Let them see that we are the people they want to be with who 
are doing the projects they want to be part of. 

Need More Information About 
Using Online Membership or 
Transferring Online Members  

Into Your Council?   
 
 

Contact Immediate Past State Deputy  
David Whatmuff 
(763) 772-2997      

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 

File Your Council 
Paperwork! 

 

 This helps the State Council 
and the Supreme Council  

send information to council 
leadership, monitor the  
health of your council,  

keep up-to-date with what is 
happening in your council,  

see where we need to improve, 
offer assistance, or make  
changes, and much more.   

 

We are here to help your  
council succeed and continue  

to grow and improve. 

MN Knightly News   
September 2022 

 page 15 

Building the Domestic Church:  
The Family Fully Alive 

 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/  

Sample Recruitment  
Announcement to put in your  

Parish Bulletin 
 

******************* 
Lead With Faith 

 

Protect Your Family 
 

Serve Others 
 

Defend Your Values 
 

Become a Knight  
 

Join Us Today 
 

KofC.org/JoinUs 



On Par for 
Star   

 
 

 Need help with recruitment?  
Contact your District Deputy, 

your Field Agent, State 
Membership Director  

Josh Phinney, or State Ethnic 
Membership Director  
Michael Bass Smith. 

 

They will be glad to assist you.   
Your success is their first 

priority. 
 

Do you have enough programs?  
Need new ideas?  Contact your 

District Deputy, one of our 
Program Chairmen, or  
State Program Director  

Randy Balausky.  
 

Don’t be afraid to reach for the 
stars!  Be amazed by what you 

and your council can 
accomplish as you open the 

doors to Christ!  Vivat Jesus! 

 

General Agent Joe Caouette 
161 Main Ave W 

Winsted MN 55395  
Office: (320) 485-2202 
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org 

 

General Agent Lloyd Cybart 
1301 E Cliff Rd, Suite 110  

Burnsville MN 55337  
Office: (952) 686-7720 

Fax: 952-388-0851 
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 
www.twincitieskofc.org 

Pilgrim Icon Prayer Program  
Saint Joseph Icons Schedule 

Pilgrim Icon Prayer Program Chairman Orville Fillbrandt  
(612) 751-2943      

Orville@Fillbrandt.com 
 

As Catholic men, we need 
the intercession of St. Jo-
seph, protector of families 
and Patron of the Univer-
sal Church now more than 
ever.   

 

Please check this schedule 
to see when one of the 
seven icons will be in 
your district, so you can 
plan to participate in this wonderful program.   
 

Contact Chairman Orville Fillbrandt with your questions,  
comments, and if you need additional supplies. 

Date NE NW SE SW S Metro N Metro West 
Sep. 2022 3 9 32 23 34 59 17 
Oct. 2022 3 8 31 22 34 59 16 
Nov. 2022 4 8 31 22 30 63 16 
Dec. 2022 4 60 29 21 30 63 14 
Jan. 2023 5 60 28 21 57 42 14 
Feb. 2023 5 61 28 20 57 42 2 
Mar. 2023 6 61 27 20 64 43 2 
Apr. 2023 6 61 27 20 64 43 40 
May. 2023 7 11 26 18 62 41 40 
June 2023 7 11 26 18 62 41 40 

 

The Catholic 
Difference 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance 

 

Catholic Values  
 

Ethical Sales & 
Investing 

 

Service to the Church  
and the Community 
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Insurance Message 
 

What a Year! 
 

It’s an exciting time because many accomplishments of the past year have been recog-
nized.  All of you, the members of our state can take great pride in playing a part of 
these successes.  We congratulate all of you for your dedication to our first principle, 
charity, and reaching so many in need both here at home and around the world.  While 
we have helped many right here, you have responded generously to help our Brother 
Knights and their families in Ukraine and our Brother Knights in Poland who have been 
critical in providing for so many refugees. 
 

Our Order, started by a simple and humble parish priest, who is on the path to saint-
hood, was to provide for both the spiritual and temporal needs of his flock.  You are 
helping to do that today.  When people in the local community think about the Knights 
of Columbus, they may have some general notion about all these good works we do and 
the Order’s amazing impact around the world.  But to the local parish and the communi-
ty, you represent the Order.  
 

When you are volunteering at a Special Olympics event, visiting the sick, helping your 
pastor, handing out Coats for Kids, handing out Tootsie Rolls, or raising money for a 
charitable cause right here in your own backyard — this is what people see, they see 
you; to them you are what it means to be a Knight of Columbus.  When you lead with 
faith, protect your family, serve others, and defend your values, you are a witness in-
spired by our founding principles.  
 

We look forward to this next year when we can see the actual impact as outlined in the 
Supreme Knight’s Report at the convention.  But even with a report of all that has been 
accomplished, let’s not lose sight that our work is not done.  We have challenges every 
day, and we are pleased to be part the Minnesota Knights of Columbus and help further 
the vision of Blessed Michael McGivney.  
 

Vivat Jesus! 
The Insurance Guys 

Pilgrim Icon 
 

St. Joseph Icons are still making their way through jurisdictions across the Order!          
See our Minnesota schedule below.  It’s a perfect opportunity to bring the men of your 
parish closer to our Spiritual Father.   
 

For resources including a documentary video and discussion guide, devotions, and 
more, visit kofc.org/saintjoseph.   
 

Every council participating in the Pilgrim Icon Program should report their participation 
through the online #10784 form.  



Dial a Knight 
Birthday Initiative  

 

Each Knight   
Receives a Call on His 

Birthday from his 
Grand Knight to Check 
In & Wish Him Happy 

Birthday 
 

Why????? 
 

Promotes Fraternity 
 

Keeps Council  
Records Up-to-date 

 

Lets Each Brother 
Know How Important 
He is to Your Council 

SAMPLE RECRUITMENT EMAIL 
Dear [NAME], 
[X] years ago I joined the Knights of Columbus, and it’s one of the best decisions I’ve 
ever made. 
Being a member has helped me to grow and to give back. It’s given me great opportuni-
ties, lifelong friends, and a host of memories that will stick with me.  It’s allowed me to 
put my faith in action, and do my small part to help those in need. 
We do a ton of great things, but my favorite is our [NAME OF PROGRAM (example: 
Coats for Kids program)] which [EXPLAIN WHAT IT DOES (example: gives new, free 
winter coats to underprivileged children)]. It’s amazing how [EXPLAIN HOW IT HELPS 
(example: happy the children are with their new coats, and how grateful the parents are 
for the help)]. 
I know that you would have the same great experiences too.  That's why I'm inviting 
you to join online today. 
Joining takes only five minutes.  It's a great way to get started and learn more about 
what we do.  Check it out at kofc.org/joinus.  You’ll like what you see. We’re the largest 
Catholic men’s organization in the world, and we’ll be better with you on our side. 
So what do you think? 
Let me know if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, 
[NAME] 
P.S. If you do join, be sure to put in our council number [NUMBER] so we can have you 
join our local group. 
 

TO JOIN: www.kofc.org/joinus  

How to Make  
Your Council Well 
Known and Highly 

Respected! 
 

Do you know how to make your 
council well known and highly re-
spected?  This was one of the most 
recent webinars put on by Supreme 
and can help grow your council in 
your parish and your local communi-
ty.  Talk to your pastor often and of-
fer the Knights’ assistance with any-
thing he may need help with.   Pro-
mote your council in all levels of 
communication with your parish.  
Some of these forms of communica-
tion include social media, flock 
notes, pulpit announcements, and 
bulletins. These are just some of 
items mentioned in this webinar.  In 
addition, your local community paper 
is an excellent resource to get the 
word out about your council.  Need 
help finding your local paper?  Let 
me know, and I can help you get in 
contact with them.  If you want to 
watch the webinar and you need help 
accessing it, I can get you a link to 
watch it on demand. 
 

PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     
hadashsports101@yahoo.com 

Make a Good First  
Impression 

PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     
hadashsports101@yahoo.com 
 

It pays to make a good first im-
pression when you promote the 
good works of your council and 
the Knights of Columbus.  
 

Tips to avoid wrong impres-
sions include:  
Þ have a photo with good 

resolution 
Þ use the correct emblem of 

the Order 
Þ make sure it’s free of 

spelling errors 
Þ ensure all pertinent details 

are correct  
Þ have another proofread it 

before publishing & dis-
tributing 

 

These and more are all help-
ful tips available in the NEW 
Public Relations & Social 
Media Guide from the Su-
preme Council.  It is availa-
ble in digital format only.   
 

Please email me if you would 
like a copy of the guide. 

Unity & Fraternity 
 
 

When was the last time your council found out 
about a significant problem or need in your 
parish or community and set off to fill that 
need?  When did you take on a project know-
ing you would only succeed if you got help 
from your parish members, your ladies’ auxil-
iary, and other groups or even other councils? 
 

I encourage you to stretch yourselves and give 
the principles of Unity and Fraternity a real 
and effective demonstration.   
 

If you want to engage your members, a com-
pelling project that cannot succeed without 
their help is the tried and true method of en-
gaging men with their identities as Knights of 
Columbus.  Run a program that matters, a pro-
gram that touches their hearts and leaves them 
feeling good about having helped.  Run a pro-
gram that helps them see what is possible by 
working together with each other.  Run a pro-
gram that helps your parish see what is possi-
ble by partnering with your council.   
 

These programs never fail.  Even when they 
do not meet their goals, they succeed in bring-
ing people together in the attempt.  They suc-
ceed in engaging us and others with our mis-
sion and purpose.  They can be a lot of fun as 
well.   
 

Set the bar high.  Make sure you communicate 
the need and the plan widely.  Celebrate your 
accomplishment when you are done.  
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The Supreme Council is al-
ways looking for outstanding 
council programs that can 
serve as examples for other 
councils and for prospective 
Knights of the good that a 
committed group of Catholic 
men can accomplish.   
 

An "after action" report com-
plete with good action photos is 
always appreciated.  What's 
even better, though, is if we 
know about the program before 
it happens.  With this 
knowledge, Supreme can assist 
in several ways, such as: 
Þ arranging to capture profes-

sional photos or video of 
the program that might be 
used in Columbia or 
Knightline, on kofc.org, or 
in future video productions. 

Þ helping to publicize the pro-
gram among the general 
public and/or local media. 

Þ offering insight into how to 
best leverage the program 
as a membership recruit-
ment opportunity. 

 
In addition to programs, we'd 
also like to know about out-
standing Knights.  Think of 
members who might have a 
uniquely inspiring story to tell, 
and Supreme might be able to 
provide the venue through 
which they can tell it. 
 
Working together, we can 
highlight the good things 
happening every day 
throughout the Order, and 
help the Order to grow.   
Vivat Jesus! 

Do They Know? 
 

Once we gain enough experience, each of us, God willing, will have to adapt to limitations 
and changes as age.  It’s important our families know our wishes in case they are called to 
care for us one day.  We suggest this information be shared with all Knights: 
 

· Tell family you want to remain a Knight of Columbus and that dues should continue to 
be paid or a donation made in your name every year.  

 

· Make sure they know your council number and location and who/how to contact your 
council and assembly if you are 4th Degree. 

 

· Keep your council and assembly informed if and when you move or need specialized 
care.  We want to stay in touch to support and pray for you.  

 

· Families must request our services for visitations and funerals.   
 

· Councils regularly pray rosaries at visitations.  Assemblies are authorized to conduct 
guards for 3rd Degree Knights upon request.  

 

· Tell your family what you would like the Knights to do in the event of your passing on 
to your reward.  Tell them who to contact to inform them of your passing: 

* Council and Assembly Contact Info 
* Field Agent Contact Info  
* Would you like a Rosary, Honor Guard, or both at your visitation/funeral? 
* Special arrangements – do you want to be buried in your old or new regalia, for 

example? 

Do They Know Card 
 

I am a Knight of Columbus. 
Please continue to pay my dues. 

 

Member #: _________________                  Degree: ____________________ 
 

Council #: ______________    Council Location: ______________________ 
 

Council Contact: ___________________________ 
 

Email: _________________________          Phone #: ___________________ 
 
Field Agent Contact Info: _________________________________________ 
 
Assembly Name, #, and Location: __________________________________ 
 

Assembly Contact: ___________________________ 
 

Email: _________________________          Phone #: ___________________ 
 

At my passing, please request: 
_____Rosary         _____Honor Guard 

 

Additional Requests: _____________________________________________ 

 

Due to supplier  
issues and  

increased costs,  
we are no longer  

able to offer  
K of C Napkins.  
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Mother Teresa: No Greater Love 
 

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly announced the forthcoming movie release of  
Mother Teresa: No Greater Love,  

which will be in theaters on October 3 and 4 in over 800 theaters across the US.  
 

Please encourage viewing by your members, their families,  
and parishioners.  

Consider purchasing group tickets and organizing an event for your parish.  
 

Individual tickets and group tickets are on sale now at  
www.fathomevents.com/events/Mother-Teresa-No-Greater-Love?date=2022-10-03 



When ordering wheelchairs or turning in funds 
to buy wheelchairs, please use the form below.  
It can also be found on the State Website at 
mnknights.org 

 
 
Council	Number	_________________		Location	(City)	_____________________________________________ 
 

□ Church	Drive 
Date of your council’s Wheelchair Church Drive:  __________________________________________________________   
                                                                         

The total dollar amount of donations received during this Wheelchair Church Drive: $______________________ 
 

How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of the presentation?  _________ 
 

□ Other	Fundraising	Activities	for	the	Global	Wheelchair	Mission 
Briefly describe any other activities your council did to raise funds for the Global Wheelchair Mission  
(e.g.: Pancake Breakfast, Car Wash, Dinner/Dance, etc.)  Use back if needed: 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________    
 
Total dollar amount raised during other fundraising activities: $______________________         
 

Total number of man-hours donated to raise funds for this wheelchair order:  __________________ 
 

How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of these activities?  _________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wheelchair	Order 
 
Total dollar amount of donations for this order: $______________________ 
 
Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Minnesota @ $150.00 each: __________________ 
 

Size and number of chairs requested by council:   _____ 14 inch     _____ 16 inch     _____ 18 inch   _____ 20 inch 
COUNCIL WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PICKING UP THE CHAIRS THEY ORDER. 
 

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution to Persecuted Christians in the Middle East @ $150.00 each: __________ 
 
Make checks payable to Minnesota Knights of Columbus with Global Wheelchair Mission on the memo line. 
 
For tax purposes, private donations or gambling funds may make checks payable to Minnesota Knights Foundation. 
 
Date: _____________________________    Grand Knight: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #: _________________________________   Email: ___________________________________________________    
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________    
 
City:_________________________________________________  State & Zip:___________________________________ 
 
Send the completed form and check to the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Secretary.   
See the State Newsletter or visit www.mnknights.org for his address.   
You will be notified of date and location for wheelchair pickup. 

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
Global Wheelchair Mission Form 
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· KC Members 

· Wives 

· Children 

· and immediate 
family members 
of a deceased 
Knights if the 
Knight was in 
good standing at 
the time of death.  

Eligibility of  
Applicants 

· 3.5% Fixed      
interest rate. 

 
· Interest        

accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed. 

 
· No payments 

required until  
completion of 
BS/BA Degree. 

 
· No credit 

checks. 

Terms Loan 
Amounts

$2,500.00 

Vo-Tech 

Freshman 

Sophomore 

Junior  

Senior 

Grad       
Student 

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 
is a designated 501(C)(3) Non-Profit corporation and your          
personal donation is tax deductible. 

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
Student Loan Fund, Inc 

PO Box 126 
Belle Plaine, MN  56011 

KC Student 
Loan Board 

Ken Mueller 
507-285-9205 

 
Paul Haik 

612-333-7400 
 

Dr. Fred Brown 
612-812-9293 

 
Mark Glatzel 
320-267-1485 

 
Patrick Conn 
763-286-7409 

 
Patrick Glenski 
507-289-8783 

All Seminarians and religious vocations 
may borrow money to complete their         
vocational studies free of interest.  Upon 
ordination, a Priest, Brother or Nun will 
have one year of his or her loan forgiven 
for each year they remain in their vocation. 

Administrator: 
Michael J. Daly 
952-873-2213 

 

Email: 
daly.daly@frontiernet.net 

Contact   
Information Seminarians & Religious Vocations 

Support this Program 





More Information on the Next Page 




