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STATE CHAPLAIN
Fr. Martin Schaefer
750 Terrace Heights
Winona MN 55987-1320
(507) 494-8841
statechaplain@mnkights.org

ASSOCIATE STATE CHAPLAIN
Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault
810 5th St
International Falls MN 56449-2215
(218) 283-3293
associatechaplain@mnkights.org

STATE DEPUTY
Dan DeCrans
20400 200th ST
NEVIS MN 56467-5284
(218) 255-1125
statedeputy@mnknights.org

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY
David Whatmuff
14380 184th Ave NW
Elk River MN 55330-5018
(763) 772-2997
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org

STATE SECRETARY 
Bou Gazley
5379 56th Ave NW
Rochester MN 55901-3892
(507) 259-7851
statesecretary@mnknights.org

STATE TREASURER 
Jesse Kosloski
8225 Whitstrom Rd
Lake Shore MN 56468-2514
(218) 330-5648
statetreasurer@mnknights.org 

STATE ADVOCATE
James Terwedo
3700 West 220th St
Jordan MN 55352-8651
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org

STATE WARDEN 
Joe George, Jr
1926 72nd St
Centerville MN 55038-9797
(651) 253-3112
Statewarden@mnknights.org

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Randy Balausky
400 Pebble Beach Dr
Owatonna MN 55060-2160
(507) 213-9862
programdirector@mnknights.org

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Josh Phinney
1104 Monroe St
Prescott WI 54021-1962
(612) 232-7068
membershipdirector@mnknights.org

STATE ETHNIC MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Michael Bass Smith
18351 Kenyon Ave, Apt. 222
Lakeville MN 55044-4746
(507) 201-5500
ethnicmembershipdirector@mnknights.org

DISTRICT MASTER James Witzman
(612) 805-1846
master@mnknights.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
812 Greensview CT NW
Hutchinson MN 55350-4387
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org
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Bring the Fruits
State Deputy Dan DeCrans 
statedeputy@mnknights.org     

(218) 255-1125 

The fruit of silence is prayer
The fruit of prayer is faith
The fruit of faith is love

The fruit of love is service
The fruit of service is peace

St. Teresa of Calcutta 
Brother Knights,
The Knights of Columbus is changing with the Eucharistic Re-
vival.  This year, Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly has asked all 
Knights to support the Eucharistic Revival, to do more within 
our dioceses and parishes, to go to church more often, and to 
attend Eucharistic adoration as often as you can. 
We should be helping our parish pastors with whatever we can 
as Knights of Columbus.  When we do this, as Fr. Tony Fernan-
do mentioned at the organizational meeting, the priest and the 
parish get a twofer — when they get the Knights to help out, 
they also get the spouse and family.  
What happens?  It strengthens the marriages of husbands and 
wives, making them better fathers and mothers, which in turn 
strengthens whole families.  The end result is that it strengthens 
parishes, dioceses, and the Catholic Church.  
What else happens?  Our councils will also benefit.  When oth-
ers witness Knights of Columbus and their families helping in 
the parish, you will enjoy better success when inviting new 
members into the Order.
Just as St. Teresa worked with the poorest of the poor, let’s re-
member our state motto is Service to All.  Let’s continue to 
bring the fruits of Silence, Prayer, Faith, Love, Service, and 
Peace into every program.  Bring them into whatever you do as 
a Knight of Columbus.  If we all do this, we will succeed in our 
mission of Service to All.
Vivat Jesus!

Persevere in Prayer
State Chaplain Martin Schaefer

statechaplain@mnkights.org      
(507) 494-8841

Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, persevere in prayer.

Romans 12:12
As we begin a new fraternal year, we reflect on the 
words of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI commenting on 
the words of Scripture, “We have come to know and to 
believe in the love God has for us.”  Benedict XVI 
writes in his encyclical letter Deus Caritas Est, “Being 
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty 
idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.” 
We choose to be a Christian disciple because we have 
encountered Jesus Christ and his deep love for us.  The 
only proper response to Jesus is a loving and faithful 
response striving with God’s grace to conform our will 
to God’s will.   As our local councils plan for this year’s 
activities, we do so rooted in the truth that God will bless 
our efforts when they are directed in charity.  We quick-
ly discover that the new horizons and decisive direction 
are Jesus Christ himself.  
Let us prayerfully double our efforts to bring the love of 
Jesus Christ to every corner of our family, parish, and 
community.  Let the words of Mother Teresa inspire, 
“Spread love everywhere you go; first of all, in your 
house.  Give love to your children, to your wife or hus-
band, to a next-door neighbor.  Let no one ever come to 
you without leaving better and happier.” 
Vivat Jesus!
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Live Online Exemplifications 
Held monthly on the 

2nd Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
and the 3rd Saturday at 10 a.m.

The schedule is on our 
State website at 

MNKnights.org under 
Events>Degree Schedules

June 2022 Top Recruiter 
Josh Phinney earned monthly top recruiter and earns a 

$25 gift card for recruiting 3 new members in June. 
Of the new members brought in during June, 

36 had proposers listed 
(30 different proposers brought in 36 new members).  

Host State Convention Committees 
Needed for 2025 and 2026

Has your K of C council or K of C district considered 
hosting a state convention?

The Minnesota State Council is in need of 
a host for the 2025 State Convention 

and a host for the 2026 State Convention.
Needed are a large hotel with large ballrooms 

or a hotel with an adjoining or nearby meeting facility.
There are guidelines available 

and state staff eager to assist you in your planning.
For more information, please contact State Administrative 

Assistant Greg van der Hagen at glvdh@mchsi.com
or call the state office at 320-587-0747.

We look forward to hearing from you soon and receiving your 
bid to be a host! Name a potential convention chairman, and 
let’s get started!

Thanks for all you do for the 
Minnesota Knights of Columbus!

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
Student Loan Fund

Contact Brother Knight 
Administrator Mike Daly

(952) 873-2213        
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

The Bishops of the United States are calling for a 
three-year grassroots revival of devotion and belief 

in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. 
Our Minnesota Bishops have asked all MN Knights 

to step up and participate in this revival 
as participants and leaders in their parishes.

Go to eucharisticrevival.org
Enter your email to receive 

“Cor Ad Cor” (“Heart to Heart”), 
the regular newsletter from the Eucharistic Revival, 

with newsworthy updates, resources, and more. 

Remember Blessed Fr. McGivney’s 
Feast Day is August 13th 

Extend the Invitation 
Every council activity is an opportunity to 

evangelize and invite other men to join us in doing God’s 
work here on earth!

Continue to Grow the Order, and increase our 
capacity to do good in Service to All!
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Fasting from 
Technology

Associate State Chaplain 
Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault

associatechaplain@mnknights.org
At any given moment, there 
seems to be more and more 
news that causes us to be sad.  COVID, shoot-
ings, war, inflation, divorce, conflict in the 
Church, and so much more.   This can be down-
right depressing!!!  There sure is a lot going 
on in the world.  I remember a time when news 
stories like this would get me mad, upset, frus-
trated, depressed, and despairing.  It seemed as 
if there was no hope, and I would sometimes 
even question how God was handling things.
One of the best things that helped me to deal 
with the news better was an accidental tech 
fast.  I say accidental as, I just knew that God 
was asking me to take a break from the news.  I 
stopped reading the news for a little over three 
months.  It was a detox from all that was going 
on.  The news seemed to brew much fear into 
my life.  I found that as time went on, this fast 
from the news brought me more peace.  I could 
calmly deal with things that I had little or no 
control over.  I found I would pray for the situ-
ation rather than stress over it.
I suggest we all turn off our TVs, Facebook 
accounts, news websites, Instagram, TikTok, 
and fast from these for three months.  What 
should we do with all the time we gain?  Break 
out our Rosaries and pray for peace in the 
world.  Having 24-hour news and knowing all 
that is going on does not make our lives better, 
but instead we are filled with agitation.  

Take a break from technology and let God 
fill the void.  You will not be sad you did it!

Prospect Tab ~ Time to Act!
E-members who haven’t joined a council yet, show as pro-
spects in Officers Online linked to the council they are in-
terested in or assigned to.  Council leaders are charged with 
contacting these members, inviting them to join their coun-
cil, and if they say yes, voting them in, and helping them 
complete the exemplification of charity, unity, and fraterni-
ty. (If the member does not want to join the council, the 
prospect should be rejected with a note.)  

Thank You!!!
State Secretary Bou Gazley  

statesecretary@mnknights.org
(507) 259-7851

First off, thank you.  I want to 
take this moment to thank 
each of you for all the work 
that you do as a member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus.  Many times, it feels like it is a thank-
less role, but what you do each day is greatly 
appreciated.  
But do we tell our fellow Knights thank you 
often enough?  I know as leaders, we tend to 
focus on challenges that need to be resolved, 
membership numbers not being high enough, 
forms not being submitted, safe environment 
training not being completed, etc., etc., etc.  
While each of these things are very important 
to keep our Order alive and well, each of us as 
members needs to also be thanked for the many 
great things we do each and every day as a 
member of the Knights of Columbus. 
Thank you for helping at the church; thank you 
for helping your neighbor; thank you for donat-
ing blood; thank you for funding this program/
charity; thank you for asking others to join the 
Knights; THANK YOU for being a member of 
the Knights of Columbus. While life some-
times gets in the way of our involvement in the 
daily activity of the Knights, each of you (even 
if you haven’t attended a meeting in a few 
years) is of great value to this organization.  
We are the Knights of Columbus, and I thank 
each of you for your membership, your dedica-
tion, and your contributions.  
Please make sure you thank those around you 
as well.  Everyone has a part, some bigger than 
others, but we are all needed to make change.  
If you need proof, just look at the news and 
Roe vs. Wade.  The Knights did not do this 
alone, but the Knights of Columbus has been 
an active voice on this for years.  Thank you!

Procedures for 
Online Exemplification 
Candidates must register for the virtual 

exemplifications.  They can find a link at 
Events>Degree Schedule  

or on the main Ceremonials site 
About>Ceremonials

Once registered, they will receive a link to the 
Zoom meeting for that ceremony. 

This can come anywhere from 2-24 hours prior 
to the exemplification.

Registration will close 2 hours prior 
to each exemplification

NOTE: They will need your council number 
to complete the registration. 

Guide them through the registration if needed.
After the ceremony, councils must process the 

candidates by submitting Form 100s by:
Mail (not recommended)

Email (membership@kofc.org)
Member Management (Candidate tab)

The easiest method is to have the candidates 
join with Supreme’s kofc.org/joinus

They will be downloaded to your 
Member Management site. 

Once they go through the exemplification, 
you will transfer them from your Prospect tab.
Candidates for admission must be approved 

by your council.
See the temporary rules for electronic voting.

Plan and Consider
State Program Director Randy Balausky

400 Pebble Beach Dr
Owatonna MN 55060-2160 

programdirector@mnknights.org 
(507) 213-9862

Tell me the truth.  Have your council offic-
ers and committees planned their programs for the year?  
Have they also included a membership recruitment element 
for each program?  By now, the following programs should 
be on your calendars for planning or considering running in 
this first quarter.
Faith:
1. RSVP ~ August
2. Into the Breach ~ September
3. Building the Domestic Church Kiosk ~ August
4. Rosary Program ~ August
5. Holy Hour ~ August
Family:
1. Family of the Month/Year ~ Monthly
2. Family Week ~ August
Community:
1. Coats for Kids ~ October - December
2. Disaster Preparedness ~ August - November
3. Free Throw Championship ~ September - October
4. Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ~ September – October
5. Soccer/Hockey Challenge ~ September
Life:
1. Special Olympics ~ September - November
There you go!  It’s a start.  Now all you have to do is use 
the plan that you have already used or go on the State or 
Supreme website and get the program guides that will help 
you plan the programs. 
You don’t have a chairman to do each program?  Ask a new 
member or one you do not see at regular activities.  Get 
them involved.  When I say ask them ~ DON’T E-MAIL 
THEM.  Actually, face to face ask them.  Try it!  Tell them 
this is the only project we want them to do, and they will be 
more apt to volunteer.
At the time of this writing, we are still gathering more up-
dates with programs from Supreme.  Keep an eye on our 
webpage for updates.
Faith!  Is your team bringing faith into your programs?  We 
often times concentrate on the basketball at the free throws.  
Are we saying a prayer thanking Jesus for this opportunity?  
Let’s make it a habit (get it?) to do something at each of our 
activities to show and wear our faith. 
As a challenge, I would like you to take a photo at each of 
your programs depicting the showing and wearing of your 
faith and send or e-mail me a copy with a description of the 
event, date, and council.  Vivat Jesus!

The guidelines for non-competitive and competitive 
awards can be found in the August 2022 
Online Supplement at MNKnights.org

REMINDER:  
All checks sent to the MN Knights of 
Columbus should be made payable to:  

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
On the memo line, 

please list what the check is for.

File your Council 990-N e-Postcard 
to Maintain your Council’s 

Tax-exempt Status

Supreme Hotline 
FS help with Member Management 

and Member Billing questions 
(203) 752-4210

Email: ExpertFS@KofC.org

Fr. Michael McGivney Guild  
Please join the Fr. McGivney 
Guild, and support his cause 

for canonization.  
To sign up, please visit 

www.fathermcgivney.org/

Use Proper K of C Branding 
and Promote Your Council

Using proper branding of the Knights of Co-
lumbus helps keep us uniform across all pro-
motional platforms.  Use the emblem of the 
Order correctly, and use the correct emblem.  
Examples and tips can be found on kofc.org/
en/brand-assets and in the latest edition of the 
Publicity and Public Relations Guide.  Please 
contact me with any questions you may have. 
Also, email me upcoming council events with 
the subject line My Council Events, and I’ll 
promote them.
Contact me with questions and for more ideas 

on how to promote your council!
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     
hadashsports101@yahoo.com

State Knights of Columbus 
Family Camping Weekend

Brookside Campground
Blooming Prairie, MN
August 26 - 28, 2022

For more information, contact Roger or Deanna Coudron
(507) 532-6766 or (507) 829-5126

or email roger@coudron.com
For Campground Reservations Call (507) 583-2979

www.campatbrookside.com



See the August Online 
Supplement for more 

Membership Intake Details 
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Saint Joseph Icons
Pilgrim Icon Prayer Program 
Chairman Orville Fillbrandt 

(612) 751-2943     Orville@Fillbrandt.com
St. Joseph’s actions have resounded through the ages as 
a shining example of obedience to God and trust in    
Divine Providence.  We encourage you, as a man of 
faith, to watch the Knights of Columbus-produced       
documentary St. Joseph: Our Spiritual Father at 
KofC.org/StJoseph. 
As Catholic men, we need the intercession of St. Joseph, 
protector of families and Patron of the universal Church, 
now more than ever.  As Pope Francis said in his        
Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde, “Each of us can discover 
in Joseph — the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, dis-
creet, and hidden presence — an intercessor, a support, 
and a guide in time of trouble.”
Please check the schedule in the online supplement to 
see when one of the 7 icons will be in your district, so 
you can plan to participate in this wonderful program.   

Contact Chairman Orville Fillbrandt with your ques-
tions, comments, and if you need additional supplies.

Welcome to August
State Treasurer Jesse Kosloski
statetreasurer@mnknights.org   

jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
(218) 330-5648

Hopefully every council in Min-
nesota is firing on all cylinders.  
If not, district deputies and the 
state officers need to know.  We are here to help.  
We know coming out of the COVID pandemic 
can be a challenge.  People got used to social 
distancing and all of the technology that came 
with it.  It is easy to not go to meetings, not do 
service projects, and not go to church because 
you can watch it on the internet.  Does this help 
our children, orphans, widows, churches, com-
munities, states, and country?  No it does not!  
We are servants of good who like to get our 
hands dirty.  
So, get your fellow Knights and Catholic men 
who want to be Knights of Columbus, and go 
out and do the dirty work that is needed to make 
our society better.  We are all called to serve, so 
let's go do it!!  Give that pint of blood.  Help the 
widow fix her house or get to church.  Help fill 
the local food shelf.  The list goes on, so let's go 
do it!!
If you know of or are part of a council that is 
struggling to get going after COVID, please 
reach out to district deputies, regional consult-
ants, field agents, general agents, and state offic-
ers for help.  We want all of our councils to be 
strong and successful, but it takes you, a Knight 
of Columbus, to help stand up and be strong.

In Service to ALL!

Membership
State Membership Director 

Josh Phinney
membershipdirector@mnknights.org

(612) 232-7068
Brothers, 
It is time for us to start the year 
strong!  Whose council is going to get the fastest 
start?  The first incentive for this year is the Fast 
Start Incentive — for each new member who joins 
between July 1st and September 30th, the council 
will receive $4.  Then, if your council can recruit 
12 new members or more by Christmas, the council 
will receive $125.  Let’s start scheduling our mem-
bership drives now, and remember to let us know 
the schedule for your council!
DD’s, since my last article, the Form 450 is no 
longer a required form, but please still let us know 
when you have exemplifications in your district. 
Get the word out, have multiple councils with men 
in attendance, and remember to invite and engage 
the whole family!  This year, let’s strive to not only 
strengthen the faith of the men in our councils and 
parishes, but to strengthen the faith of all of the 
families in our parishes and communities! 
Our membership goal for the state this year is 1,050 
new members!  As I write this article we are cur-
rently at 9 new members in the first 2 weeks.  In 
order to reach our goal this year, we need to aver-
age 3 new members per day!  So, essentially, we 
need to be at 42 new members right now!  It is time 
now to get off the couch, get outside your bubble, 
and invite men to become members of your coun-
cils and the Order! 
I have several individual incentives to mention, as 
well.  The first 500 members who are listed as the 
proposer for a new member will receive a unique 
challenge coin!  All members who are listed as the 
proposer for 3 or more new members will receive a 
Memento Mori Rugged Rosary!  And there is the 
coveted Green Jacket that will go to this year’s Top 
Evangelist (and cannot be awarded to a previous 
recipient)!  Who will it be this year?  It could be 
you!

Get out there and evangelize our parishes 
and Grow the Order!  Vivat Jesus!

Report Deceased 
Brother Knights

Fraternalism Director Randy Lindstrom 
mnkcfc@gmail.com
609 25th Ave SW 

Willmar, MN 56201
Include the deceased Brother Knight’s name, 
date of death, council number, town, next of 
kin, and if he was 4th Degree, a former DD, 

a past State Officer, etc.  
Remember, the FS needs to file a Form 100 

informing Supreme of his death 
A monthly listing is published in each 
online edition and online supplement 

at mnknights.org

Continue to mentor your newest members 
and engage your current members.  

Invite them to share their ideas. 
Hold programs that interest them, 

and invite them to help out.
Invite prospective members 
to help out on projects, too.

Let them see that we are the people 
they want to be with who are doing 
the projects they want to be part of.

We Can Use Your Help!
Roundtable & NCD Chairman Mark Glatzel

markglatzel64@gmail.com     (320) 267-1485
Greetings K of C officers, members, and ladies:
I am a 36 year member, former DD, past GK, and 
current FS and State Roundtable and NCD Chair-
man.  I am asking for your help with the develop-
ment of roundtables and new councils in Minnesota.  
Regarding roundtables: A roundtable exists to sup-
port the needs and interests of the local parish and 
priest.  Each council will receive a letter from the 
MN State Council asking them to compile a list of 
the parishes they serve (other than their home par-
ish).  If a parish is not being served, we want to start 
a roundtable to benefit that parish.  There is a form 
to fill out listing a coordinator for each parish.  The 
person listed on the form will be the contact for that 
parish (for the priest as well as State and Supreme).  
Regarding New Council Development: If it is deter-
mined that there is probability of a new council in a 
parish, there are successful steps to follow to make 
this happen.  One of the most important steps is to 
visit with the priest.  The DD or state staff will meet 
with father and explain the benefits of having a K of 
C council in his parish.  Each priest deserves his 
own K of C council.  The Faith in Action booklet is 
a good resource to show father all the programs 
available to his parish.  Father’s support and consent 
is essential to the success of the council.  
We feel that parishes with over 200 families can 
support a council.  Parishes with under 200 should 
establish a roundtable.  Remember, there are re-
sources available and guidance from myself, the 
state membership directors, your DD, and your re-
gional consultant.  We now have two state member-
ship directors: State Membership Director Josh Phin-
ney and State Ethnic Membership Director Michael 
Bass Smith for parishes with non-English speaking 
persons.  
Our goal this year is for each council to invite three 
families from each parish to join our great organiza-
tion. With the new exemplification opportunities, 
they can join us right now.  

We are excited for the success 
this year will bring!  Vivat Jesus!

Servicio a Todos
State Ethnic Membership 

Director Michael Bass Smith
Ethnicmembershipdirector

@mnknights.org
mlsmith8@crimson.ua.edu

(507) 201-5500
Al comenzar el nuevo año de activi-
dades fraternales, quiero resaltar nuestra meta de 
invitar a 1,050 nuevos Caballeros a la orden. Para 
hacer esto, debemos enfocarnos en ser ejemplo de fe 
y actividades piadosas dentro de nuestras parroquias. 
Si logras esto, la orden se fortalecerá en la fe y la 
caridad. Como una forma de alentar su trabajo, aquí 
hay cuatro incentivos para sus esfuerzos: El primer 
premio para el mejor reclutador será ganar la cha-
queta verde y convertirse en miembro de los mejores 
reclutadores de cada año. Esto solo se puede hacer 
una vez. Las posiciones segundas a tercera también 
serán reconocidas por sus esfuerzos. Para los prime-
ros 500 hombres que figuren como proponentes de al 
menos un nuevo miembro en la orden, se emitirá una 
moneda de desafío especialmente diseñada para 
nuestro estado de Minnesota. Para aquellos hombres 
que figuran como proponentes de tres nuevos miem-
bros de Caballeros, recibirán un rosario "Memento 
Mori" hecho de paracord. Más importante aún, esta-
rá sirviendo y brindando un gran apoyo para la igle-
sia y su comunidad.
A medida que el nuevo prendedor de solapa recorre 
el estado, queremos recordar lo siguiente de lo que 
Santa Teresa de Calcuta,
Servicio a Todos:
Þ El fruto del silencio es la oración
Þ El fruto de la oración es la fe
Þ El fruto de la fe es el amor
Þ El fruto del amor es el servicio
Þ El fruto del servicio es la paz

(English Translation in August 2022 Online Supplement)

DELTA DRIVES 
Not Your Old Fashioned 

Church Drive
Councils have to grow to survive.  That means 
inviting men to join your council is part of your 
core mission.  Inviting men to join us is as      
important as planning a food drive or pancake 
breakfast or blood drive.  Having new men and 
new ideas is actually MORE important for the 
long-term health of your council than making 
sure any single program succeeds in meeting the 
needs of those less fortunate, because of all the 
people who can be helped in the future by a 
prosperous council.

Delta Drives MUST be organized, intentional 
invitations to the community for Catholic men to 
join the Knights of Columbus.  Plan and hold a 
Delta Drive and make sure your message goes 
out by email and in bulletins as well as live     
announcements.  

Delta Drive scripts and 
announcements are on the 
State website at https://

mnknights.org/delta-drive-
resources/

Use Online Membership!
Members can join online and then be 

transferred to the council of their choice 
when they are ready to get involved.
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Auxiliary Corner
Please keep the auxiliaries in your 
prayers.  Pray for revitalization and 
strength and leadership for all newly 
elected officers.
Send in your events and anything you want to 
share with other auxiliaries to Nancy          
Mathewson at mathewson.nancy@gmail.com
for her to publish on our Facebook page. 

1 Down, 11 To Go
(Months That Is)

State Warden Joe George
statewarden@mnknights.org     

(651) 253-3112   
We are 2/3 of the way through 
summer, and we are already in 

the second month our fraternal year.  I hope all 
councils are getting a great start to the new year 
and are ready to accomplish great things!
The first step to getting off on the right foot for 
the year is to tackle that necessary evil, paper-
work!  By now all councils should have submit-
ted their Form 185 (Officers Chosen for Term 
Report) and Form 365 (Program Personnel Re-
port) to Supreme, the State, and their DD.  In ad-
dition, councils should be finishing up their Au-
gust Semiannual Audit Reports which are due 
August 15th.
In addition to these reports, it is very important 
that you make sure your council is Safe Environ-
ment compliant.  The positions that need to be 
youth protection compliant (grand knight, pro-
gram director, community director, and family 
director) need to all be held by different mem-
bers.  If necessary, the grand knight may hold 
one, and only one, of the other three positions.  
All Knights holding one of these positions must 
have valid personal e-mail to be able to receive 
the invitation with the link to complete the re-
quirements. Also, remember that the Knights 
holding the positions of family director and com-
munity director must each have a background 
check that must be completed within 30 days of 
receiving the e-mail from Supreme.  If this is not 
done on time, they will be removed from the po-
sition by Supreme and the council will have to 
resubmit a name for the position.

As always, if you have questions 
or need help, ask! 

Insurance Message
The New (Fraternal) Year is Here

Well, it’s been an awesome year with most things getting 
back to normal. We had a great 2022 State Convention, 
and the Supreme Convention is right around the cor-
ner. The State did awesome this last year as well, mak-
ing Circle of Honor.  We would like to congratulate our 
Past State Deputy Dave Whatmuff and Lady Martine for 
their leadership bringing to this accomplishment.
So now it’s time to plan for this year and getting Circle 
of Honor again, this time for our new fearless leader 
State Deputy Dan DeCrans. We have no doubt Dan will 
lead us to another banner year, but we have to do our 
part, that is recruiting, recruiting, recruiting. 
You’ve no doubt heard about some changes on the insur-
ance side. The Fraternal Benefits Night is now known as 
the Fraternal Benefits Seminar or FBS. Home office has 
standardized the criteria as some states required just one 
person while others required up to 10 attendees for it to 
count towards the Founders Award and Star Coun-
cil. The new criteria is that you must have seven at-
tendees for the seminar to count towards the award and 
do just two FBSs a year. Get them scheduled as soon as 
you can with your field agent.  We will most likely do a 
couple state-wide ones as well; we’ll get the word out as 
soon as we can on when.  Also, the Knights have greatly 
improved our whole life products.  You can get more 
coverage for less dollars.  Ask your field agent about this 
new rider on new policies.
Lastly, congratulations to our new Worthy MN State 
Officers: State Deputy Dan DeCrans, State Secretary 
Bou Gazley, State Treasurer Jesse Kosloski, and State 
Warden Joe George.  Our state is in very capable hands.
Vivat Jesus!

General Agent 
Lloyd Cybart

1301 E Cliff Rd, Suite 110 
Burnsville MN 55337 

Office: (952) 686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851

Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org

Master’s Minute
District Master James Witzman    

master@mnknights.org      
(612) 805-1846 

My Brother Knights,
The month of August is dedicated to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.  The physical heart of Mary is venerated 
(and not adored as the Sacred Heart of Jesus is) because 
it is united to her person and is the seat of her love 
(especially for her divine Son), virtue, and inner life.  
Such devotion is an incentive to a similar love and vir-
tue. On October 31, 1942, Pope Pius XII made a solemn 
Act of Consecration of the Church and the whole world 
to the Immaculate Heart.  One of the defining character-
istics of the Knights of Columbus is its members’ deep 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Je-
sus.  Every Knight receives a rosary when he joins the 
Order and is encouraged to turn to Mary as his own 
Mother, so that she may lead him closer to her Son.
Let us remember this devotion year-round, but particu-
larly through the month of August. “O Mary Immacu-
late, inflame our hearts with one ray of the burning love 
of thy pure heart.”
How’s your summer recruiting going?  Remember, sum-
mer is a great time to recruit new members.  Whether it 
is at a graduation party, a church picnic, a county fair, or 
just for a walk around the neighborhood, ask a Catholic 
man to join us! 
If you know of a brother Knight(s) in your council who 
may be ready to join the Fourth Degree, please get them 
signed up for the Fall Exemplification of the Fourth De-
gree for the Minnesota District.  It will be held on Satur-
day, October 29th at the EverSpring Inn & Suites in 
Marshall, MN, hosted by Holy Redeemer Assembly 
1318.  Remember, candidates no longer need to purchase 
a tuxedo.  A dark suit, white shirt, and tie are the re-
quired dress for exemplification.  Details will be on the 
mnkights.org website and mailed to each Assembly. 

Keep your sword bright for Liberty's defense.
Vivat Jesus!

Grand Knights:  If Supreme hired a 
professional recruiter for your council 
at no expense to you, would you be 

able to make your membership goals?
They Already Did!  

He’s Called a Field Agent! 
Invite him to every program and event, 

and help him do his job.

General Agent 
Joe Caouette

161 Main Ave W
Winsted MN 55395 

Office: (320) 485-2202
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org

Hit the Ground 
Running

Immediate Past State Deputy 
Dave Whatmuff

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org      
(763) 772-2997

Dear Brothers,
At the recent Organizational meeting July 8th -
10th, new state officers and district deputies 
were installed by our new State Deputy Dan 
DeCrans, who was himself installed in June by 
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly.
In his remarks, State Chaplain Fr. Marty shared 
with us his view that this hand-over of respon-
sibilities is analogous to a relay race, where the 
baton is passed from one runner to the next.  
Let’s look closely at this very appropriate anal-
ogy.
On the approach to the exchange, the runner 
completing his leg of the race does not slow 
down but in fact pushes himself to the limit, 
knowing that his responsibility is to give the 
next runner the best position possible for the 
start of his leg of the race.  The runner receiv-
ing the baton does not receive it standing still, 
but starts his run before the exchange so that 
ideally there is no drop in speed from one leg to 
the next.
This is how we should view all such exchanges, 
whether at state, district, or council levels —
not as one fraternal year grinding to a halt, and 
another gradually coming up to speed, but as an 
exchange of control without loss of momen-
tum.
For this very reason, the newly elected state 
deputy receives training at Supreme, and starts 
planning his team and the strategy for the com-
ing year, many weeks before his term begins, 
and the outgoing team does its best to ensure 
the momentum gained in the final weeks of the 
previous fraternal year is not lost, but enables 
the new state deputy to “hit the ground run-
ning.”
Was it like this at the council level?  Maybe, 
but I think it probably was not.  Training was 
provided by our Regional Training Director Jon 
Olson of the form “Grand Knight 101 
(overview) … I have been elected Grand 
Knight. Now what do I do?”, and “Grand 
Knight 102 (Meetings and Protocol).”  Did we 
take advantage of these so that the new grand 
knight can “hit the ground running?”  If not, 
why not?
We know that, despite the urging from state 
leadership, many councils “take the summer 
off” and don’t get back into action until Sep-
tember.  Referring back to the relay race analo-
gy, this is like the runners sitting down to take a 
break between legs of the race, and then, before 
being able to start the next leg, having to search 
for the baton, which was carelessly dropped on 
the grass at the end of the previous leg!

Sound ridiculous?  I agree …! 
Vivat Jesus!

August Online Training 
Sessions with Jon Olson

Sign up for these webinars at 
MNKnights.org

GK 101 (overview)
Monday 8/1/22 at 7 p.m.
I have been elected GK.  Now what do I do?  How 
do I do it?  This webinar will cover duties of a GK 
and keys to success that will help GKs be the best 
they can be.
DD overview
Tuesday 8/2/22 at 7 p.m.
My State Deputy just called; my appointment as a 
DD has been approved.  Now what do I do?  This 
presentation will help overview some of the things 
a DD should be aware of.  From simple duties to 
where can I get answers to local council questions. 
GK102 (Meetings and Protocol)
Monday 8/8/22 at 7 p.m.
2nd segment of the GK series, covering meetings 
and protocol.  Key things a GK should be doing in 
the meeting to make it worth the time of the mem-
ber to attend it.  Protocol that will help you with the 
why and what of the council.
GK103 (Forms, Advertising and Marketing)
Monday 8/15/22 at 7 p.m.
3rd segment of the GK series, covering forms, ad-
vertising, and marketing.  Who should fill out the 
forms?  How should the flow of money go through 
the council?  How can we take a form and make it a 
press release?  How to market the council better.
Council Officer Overview 
Monday 8/22/22 at 7 p.m.
The leadership of the council is important to the 
success of it.  Good leaders make good councils, 
and to pick good leaders, we must first know the 
responsibilities of each position.  We will cover the 
main responsibilities of each officer position. 
Delta Drive
Tuesday 8/23/22 at 7 p.m.
Learn the Delta Church Drive method. This highly 
effective process of growth through communication 
will help you go from prospects to members and 
answer the why of growth.


