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Masters Minute 
 
Worthy Sir Knights and Brothers All; 
 
Lady Debbie and I would like to wish a Happy Father’s day to all of our Brother and Sir Knights who are 
Fathers. In addition to Father’s Day and Flag Day, the Month of June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart. 
Understood in the light of the Scriptures, the term "Sacred Heart of Jesus" denotes the entire mystery of Christ, 
the totality of his being, and his person considered in its most intimate essential: Son of God, uncreated 
wisdom; infinite charity, principal of the salvation and sanctification of mankind. The "Sacred Heart" is Christ, 
the Word Incarnate, Saviour, intrinsically containing, in the Spirit, an infinite divine-human love for the Father 
and for his brothers. (Excerpted from the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy) 
 
St. John Paul the Great said” For evangelization today, the Heart of Christ must be recognized as the heart of 
the Church: It is He who calls us to conversion, to reconciliation. It is He who leads pure hearts and those 
hungering for justice along the way of the Beatitudes. It is He who achieves the warm communion of the 
members of the one Body. It is He who enables us to adhere to the Good News and to accept the promise of 
eternal life. It is He who sends us out on mission. The heart-to-heart with Jesus broadens the human heart on 
a global scale." 
 
As Catholics, we are the hands and feet of Christ. As Knights, we need to fulfil our mission through the 
principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. As Fourth-Degree Sir Knights, we are both Religiously 
Devoted and Patriotically Proud. Together, we need to continue to grow our ranks in order to complete our 
mission to Serve Our Church, Our Community and Our Veterans. 
 
We are quickly coming up to the end of our fraternal year and I would like to congratulate all of the incoming 
officers and thank the outgoing officers for your leadership and dedication during this past year. As soon as 
your Assembly holds its Election of Officers for the upcoming fraternal year, please update your assembly’s 
Form 186 (Assembly Officers Chosen for 2022-2023) including email addresses and phone numbers, and send 
it to me as soon as possible following the election. These forms are needed to ensure we are getting district 
communications to the correct officers. You need to submit this Form even if the current officers are serving 
an additional term.  Also, please ensure that the Faithful Navigator and the Faithful Comptroller’s contact 
information includes both their email address and phone number.  
 
 

Remember – “Sir Knight” is not just a title, it is “An Honor”! 
  

James M. Witzman, Master 
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Summer Exemplification 

 
 

Our Fourth-Degree Summer Annual Exemplification hosted by Good Shepard Assembly # 2604 is 
scheduled for Saturday, July 16, 2022 at Saint Charles Borromeo in St. Anthony, MN.55418. This is a one-
day event where our State Ceremonial team will perform the Exemplification of Charity, Unity and 
Fraternity followed by the Fourth-Degree Ceremonial Exemplification of Patriotism. This means that you 
can bring eligible men into the order and they can complete all of their degrees in one day.  It is not too soon 
to begin recruiting for the single day exemplification. Watch for registration information on the state 
website. 
 
The schedule for the day will be: 

08:00 am – 08:30 am Registration for the Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. 
08:30 am – 09:30 am Ceremonial Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. 
09:00 am – 10:00 am Registration for the Exemplification of Patriotism. 
10:00 am – 12:30 pm Fourth-Degree Ceremonial Exemplification of Patriotism. 

 
It’s never been easier or less expensive for candidates to join the Fourth-Degree. Candidates must be 3rd 
Degree Knights in good standing, complete a form 4 application and pay the registration fee ($50 for 
candidates, $30 for Deacons). Priests will be Exemplified for Free. Now is a great time to get all of the clergy 
in the District active in our Assemblies.  
 
The Exemplification of the Fourth-Degree is still regarded as a Secret Ceremonial by Supreme Council rules. 
Third and Fourth Degree Membership cards will be required and verified to ensure that only candidates and 
qualified Fourth-Degree Members are present during this ceremonial.  
 
Attire for a candidate is black or dark suit with a white shirt and necktie (tuxedo may be worn also). Any 
candidate serving in the armed forces of his country, fulltime police and firefighters may wear their Class A 
or dress uniform. Clergy and Seminarians wear their normal dress. Fourth-Degree Members should wear the 
Uniform of the 4th Degree or are welcome to observe the Exemplification wearing a black or dark suit with a 
white shirt and necktie. 
 
We are in very challenging times, but we all need to do our part to grow the Fourth Degree and strengthen our 
Order. Only through the efforts of each Assembly in the District, can we grow our membership and make this 
Exemplification a great success. Help a brother Knight complete his journey to Knighthood.  
 

“NOW IS THE TIME FOR THE FOURTH DEGREE”   
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02/04/2022 Msgr. Ravoux Assembly #529 –St. Paul  SK John J. Jablonski  
05/02/2022 Archbishop Murray Assembly #538 – Bird Island SK Donald J. Neubauer 
05/03/2022 Msgr. Thomas Scott Assembly #549 – Brainerd SK Fred L. Ehrich 
05/11/2022 Fr. Solanus Casey Assembly #2390 – Mora  SK Christopher J. McIntyre  
05/21/2022 McGolrick Assembly #531 – Duluth   SK Byron M. Hill  
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls 
of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

Please send me information for any member of your Assembly that passes away, that they may be 
included here. Also, let me know if they held any leadership positions such as FDD, PGK or PFN so we 

can properly recognize them. 
 

 
Assembly Activity Report 

 
2022 Hall of Fame 
 
Unable to be present at the Spring Exemplification to receive his Hall of Fame Award, A separate 
presentation was made to: SK Donald J. Roach  Fr. Lucian Galtier Assembly # 542 (Shakopee). 
 

 
SK Don Roach (right) being presented his HOF plaque at the 
assembly’s year end picnic on Sunday, May 15th. The Award was 
presented by his brother Faithful Captain Doug Roach (left) and 
Don's grandson. 
 
 
Congratulations to all of this year’s Hall of Fame Recipient’s, and 
to the Hall of Fame Committee charged with selecting the slate of 
recipients each year. 
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Assembly Activity Report (cont.) 
 

Fort Saint Charles 
 
Fort Saint Charles, a major project of the Minnesota Fourth-Degree is located on Magnusson Island that is 
part of the most northern part of Minnesota known as the Northwest Angle. Fort Saint Charles was taken on 
as a project in 1949 on the 50th anniversary of the 4th degree in Minnesota. It consists of 2 components.  
 
The first is the historic site which includes the stockade, markers inside denoting the various buildings that 
were inside and a chapel. It is registered with the state as an official historic site and has a marker describing 
the history of the site.  
 
The other part of the site is an area on the other end of the island which consists of 3 cabins. The Fourth-
Degree in the State of Minnesota maintains these cabins so that they can be used during the summer months 
by clergy as well as their friends and family free of charge.  
 
Last month, six (6) of the Fort Saint Charles board member Sir Knights and two (2) other Sir Knights spent a 
week at the Fort for the Spring Work Party. Due to Rain and High winds gusting between 20 – 60 mph, the 
group was unable to replace the deck on cabin 2 (this will be rescheduled for the Fall Work Party). The group 
was able to remodel the kitchen in cabin 2, installing a new refrigerator and stove; repairing the flag pole at 
the stockade, adding a screen door to cabin 1 along with opening all of the facilities, putting in the dock and 
did a thorough cleaning of the cabins and mowed the lawn.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to help support this worthy cause, you can send a tax-deductible check to the “Logs of 
Legacy” and mail it to: SK Ron Beckerleg, 21640 County Rd 15, Elk River, MN. 55330-9036. 
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Assembly Activity Report (cont.) 
 

Deaconate Ordination - Diocese of Duluth 

 
Honor Guard members from McGolrick Assembly # 531 provided an escort for The Most Rev Daniel J. Felton, 
Bishop of Duluth for this Deaconate Ceremony. 
 
St. Phillips Church – Bemidji – First Communion Service 

 
Honor Guard members from St. John Paul II Assembly # 2935 provided an escort for The Most Rev Andrew H. Cozzens, 
Bishop of Crookston for this First Communion Mass.  
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Assembly Activity Report (cont.) 
 

Minnesota State Convention 
 

Thank you to the 23 dedicated members from seven (7) Assemblies of the Minnesota Knights of Columbus Fourth 
Degree Honor Guard who participated in the Minnesota State Convention opening and closing masses. 
 
State Convention - Opening Mass 

 
Opening Mass with State Chaplain Fr. Martin Schaefer and Associate State Chaplain Fr. Thomas Galernault. Special 
thanks to Vice Supreme Master Craig Larson for joining us. 
 
State Convention – Closing Mass 

 
It was an honor to escort His Excellency Bishop Andrew Cozzens, State Chaplain Fr. Martin Schaefer and Associate 
State Chaplain Fr. Thomas Galernault. Special thanks to Vice Supreme Master Craig Larson for joining us. 
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Assembly Activity Report (cont.) 
 

Priesthood Ordination - Archdiocese of Saint Paul & Minneapolis 
 

 

 
An Honor Guard of 19 members had the honor of escorting His Excellency Archbishop Bernard Hebda, Archdiocese; 
Most Reverends. Joseph A. Williams Auxiliary Bishop of Saint Paul & Minneapolis, Andrew H. Cozzens, Bishop of 
Crookston and Richard E. Pates, Bishop Emeritus of Saint Paul & Minneapolis for this special ordination ceremony. 
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Assembly Activity Report (cont.) 
 

Priesthood Ordination - Diocese of New Ulm 
 

 
 
An Honor Guard of 30 members had the honor of escorting His Excellency Bishop Emeritus John M. LeVoir for this 
special ordination ceremony. 
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Assembly Activity Report (cont.) 
 

Upcoming Honor Guards 
 
Wednesday, June 15, 2022 Eucharistic Procession – Diocese of Winona/Rochester 

St. Mary’s University, St. Thomas More Chapel, 700 Terrace Heights, Winona, MN. 55987  
Assembly 1:00 pm; Mass 1:30 pm with procession to follow. 

 
Saturday, June 18, 2022 Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession – Diocese of St. Cloud 

Cathedral of St. Mary, 25 Eighth Ave S., Saint Cloud, MN. 56301 
Assembly 4:30 pm (Mary Center); Mass 5:00 pm with procession to follow. 
  

Sunday, June 19, 2022 Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession - Archdiocese of St. Paul &Mpls. 
Cathedral of Saint Paul, 239 Selby Ave, St. Paul, MN. 55102.  
Assembly 9:30 am (dress at your car); Mass 10:00 am with procession to follow. 

 
Sunday, June 19, 2022 Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession – Diocese of Duluth 

Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary, 2801 4th St., Duluth, MN. 55812 
Assembly 10:00 am; 10:30 a.m. Mass. Procession will begin at 3:00 pm 

 
Sunday, June 19, 2022 Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession – Diocese of Crookston 

St. Philip Catholic Church, 702 Beltrami Ave NW, Bemidji, MN. 56601 
Assembly 12:30 pm; Mass 1:00 pm with procession to follow. 

 
Sunday, June 19, 2022 Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession – Diocese of New Ulm 

Pastoral Center, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN, 
3:30 pm Assembly. Procession to start at 4:00 pm with the Blessed Sacrament to the Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity, 605 N State, New Ulm, MN. 56073 

 A shuttle will be available from the Cathedral Parking Lot to the Pastoral Center from 3:15-3:45. 
 
Friday, June 24, 2022 Priesthood Ordination (Diocese of Duluth) 

Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary, 2801 E 4th St., Duluth, MN. 55812 
Assembly 4:30 pm; Mass 5:00 pm  

 
Friday, June 24, 2022 Priesthood Ordination (Diocese of Winona Rochester) 

Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 360 Main Street, Winona, MN. 55987-3299 
Assembly 1:30 pm; Mass 2:00 pm 

 
*Remember, only New Uniforms may be worn in Honor/Color Guards! 

 
Please send me information on activities of your Assembly – especially your Patriotic Programs so that 
they can be shared with all other Assemblies  
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District Calendar of Events 
 

 Jun 06, 2022  Installation of Officers – Nicollet 526 – Minneapolis, MN 
 Jun 07, 2022  Installation of Officers – Fr. Reiser 3271 – Dayton, MN 
 Jun 11, 2022  Installation of Officers – Holy Redeemer 1318 – Marshall 
 Jun 13 2022  Installation of Officers – Good Shepard 2604 – St. Anthony 
 Jun 14, 2022  Installation of Officers – Christ the King 2649 – Albertville 
 Jun 15, 2022  Installation of Officers – Monsignor Ravoux 529 – St. Paul 
 Jun 15, 2022  Eucharistic Procession – Winona Rochester Diocese – Winona 
 Jun 18, 2022  Eucharistic Procession – St. Cloud Diocese – St. Cloud 
 Jun 19, 2022  Eucharistic Procession – Archdiocese of St. Paul & Mpls. – St. Paul 
 Jun 19, 2022  Eucharistic Procession – Crookston Diocese – Bemidji 
 Jun 19, 2022  Eucharistic Procession – Duluth Diocese – Duluth 
 Jun 19, 2022  Eucharistic Procession – New Ulm Diocese – New Ulm 
 Jun 24, 2022  Priest Ordination – Duluth Diocese – Cathedral Our Lady of the Rosary – Duluth 
 Jun 24, 2022  Priest Ordination – Winona/Rochester Diocese – Cathedral Sacred Heart – Winona 
 Jun 25, 2022  Installation of Officers – Archbishop Murray 538 – Hutchinson, 
 Jul 08-20, 2022 State Organizational Meeting - Minneapolis 
 Jul 16, 2022  Summer Exemplification – St. Charles Borromeo – St. Anthony 

(Good Shepard Assembly # 2604) 
 Jul 17, 2022  Crow Wing Mass – Brainerd, MN 
 Jul 20, 2022  Installation of Officers – Monsignor Thomas F. Meagher 1637 – Bloomington 
 Jul 31–Aug 5, 2022 140th Supreme Convention – Nashville, TN 
 Sep 15, 2022  Installation of Officers – Fr. Solanus Casey 2390 – Isanti 

  

Upcoming Exemplifications 
 

 Oct 28-30, 2022  Fall Exemplification – Marshall, MN  
(Holy Redeemer Assembly # 1318) 

 Apr 14 - 16, 2023  Spring Exemplification – Minneapolis, MN  
(Nicollet Assembly # 526) 

 Jul 15, 2023   Summer Exemplification – Burnsville, MN 
(Mother Theresa Assembly # 2812) 

 Oct 27-29, 2023  Fall Exemplification – TBD 
 Apr 19-21, 2024  Spring Exemplification – Rochester, MN. 

(Bishop Fitzgerald Assembly # 548) 
 Jul 20, 2024   Summer Exemplification – Coon Rapids, MN 

(Fr. Bernard Reiser Assembly #3271) 
 Oct 27-29, 2024  Fall Exemplification – TBD 

 
If your Assembly is interested in Hosting one of these Exemplifications,  
please contact District Secretary, SK Dave DuPaul and he will provide information 
you can share with your Assembly. 
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District Staff 
 
Vice Supreme Master – Marquette Province: 
SK Craig A. Larson, PSD     mnclars@gmail.com 
 
District Master: 
SK James M. Witzman MFD     master@mnknights.org 
 
District Marshal: 
SK J. Ray Dixon PFN      ray_dixon@att.net 
 
District Secretary: 
SK David L. DuPaul PFN     wbd846@webtv.net 
 
Degree Team Captain: 
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD     bjacobs@patrioterect.com 
 
Fort Saint Charles Chairman: 
SK James J. Andrie      jim.andrie@hotmail.com 
 
Crow Wing Chapel Chairman: 
SK Michael R. Gangl PFN     asrm3@yahoo.com 
 
Fr. Hennepin Statue Chairman: 
SK Thomas A. Hallaway PFN     tshallaway@charter.net 
 
Hall of Fame Committee Chairman: 
SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FMFD    pcharter@comcast.net 
 
Audit Committee Chairman: 
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FMFD    grinnell9@mchsi.com 
 
Veteran’s Affairs Volunteer Services (VAVS) Committee Chairman: 
SK Matthew L. Heffron PFN     matt.heffron@spaatz.org 
 
Living Former District Masters: 
SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FMFD  1986-1988 pcharter@comcast.net 
SK Robert J. Barry FMFD   1995-1998 bobjbgm@gmail.com 
SK Gregory J. van der Hagen PSD, FVSM 2002-2006 glvdh@mchsi.com 
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FMFD  2006-2010 grinnell9@mchsi.com 
SK Robert N. Mathewson FMFD  2010-2014 funifoxstd@aol.com 
SK Craig A. Larson VSM, PSD  2014-2018 mnclars@gmail.com 
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FMFD   2018-2020 bjacobs@patrioterect.com 


