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Masters Minute
Worthy Sir Knights and Brothers All;
Patriot Day is a United States national observance on September 11 to remember those who were injured or
killed during the terrorist attacks in the United States on September 11, 2001 when four planes were hijacked.
The hijackers then deliberately flew three of the planes into two important buildings, the Pentagon in
Washington DC and the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New York. The fourth crashed into a field
near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. The loss of life and damage that these hijackings caused from the biggest act
of terrorism ever on United States soil. Nearly 3000 people died in the attacks and the economic impact was
immense. In observance of this National Day of Mourning, please look for ways that your assembly can
participate in remembering those who sacrificed their lives to save, protect, and defend our country.
The Fall Exemplification of the Fourth Degree for the Minnesota District is being held on Saturday, October
30th at the New Ulm Conference Center in New Ulm, hosted by the Bishop Cretin Assembly # 535, and will
honor Monsignor Douglas L. Grams, Diocesan Administrator, New Ulm Diocese. This will be the first all inperson Exemplification we have been able to hold since the Fall of 2019 and we look forward to gathering
with old friends and meeting new ones. Please see the Fall Exemplification article later in this newsletter.
I am still missing some Form 186 – Officers Chosen for Fraternal Year 2021-22 as well as copies of the Form
1315 – Annual Audit for Fraternal Year 2020-21 from several assemblies. Please submit these as soon as
possible.
If you read my article last month outlining the Fourth Degree initiatives for the 2021-2022 fraternal year, it
focused on renewing our commitment to our Home Council’s to assist and help them develop and execute
their COVID Recovery Program (CRP) and recruiting at least 1 new member into your Council so that they
are prepared to resume operating in a way that inspires members and parishioners to become reinvolved with
Church and community activities. In the month of July, 10 Sir Knights recruited 11 new council members.
In his opening remarks at the Supreme Convention last month, it was nice to hear this sentiment echoed by
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly who said “Every Knight has a duty to expand our brotherhood. We are all
ambassadors for the Order, and so today, I issue a challenge to every brother Knight. Between now and next
year’s convention, invite at least two Catholic men to join us. Just two men — perhaps they’re in your parish;
perhaps they’re longtime friends or neighbors. All they need to do is visit kofc.org/joinus. If each one of us
does this, we will set the stage for a new era of growth — growth in good men and good works. We all want
to make a bigger difference. By accepting this challenge, you will ensure that happens. One of the most
effective ways to grow the Order is to highlight our charitable work”.
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He went on further to say “It is also important to grow the Fourth-Degree. In the past year, more than 15,000
Knights pledged themselves to lives of patriotism. Total membership in the Fourth Degree now stands at more
than 370,000.
I encourage every Knight who is not yet a member of the Fourth Degree to join. What starts with charity, unity
and fraternity doesn’t stop there. Our principles point to love of country. Patriotism is an essential part of who
we are.”
He closed this portion of his speech with “As patriots, we support the best traditions of our countries. For that
reason, we stand opposed to the dangerous rise of so-called “cancel culture.” From North America to Europe
and beyond, there is a coordinated campaign to rewrite history and intimidate anyone who stands in the way.
Cancel culture focuses exclusively on injustice and overlooks the march toward justice. Ultimately, this
campaign is divisive, and it threatens to tear our societies apart. The Knights of Columbus believes in a better
way. Where “cancel culture” blames, we work for reconciliation and reform. Where it divides, we unite —
promoting the equal brotherhood of all.
Knights have always advocated for faithful citizenship, religious liberty and equal justice. We play a vital role
in building societies where all can live in peace and harmony. We have done so from our founding to this
very day. And we will continue to do so in the future, to an even greater degree.”
Let’s rally around this challenge and use this pandemic recovery period as an opportunity to spur growth in
both our Councils and our Assemblies so we are well positioned to continue to perform the good works of our
Order. Remember, without Strong Councils, we cannot have Strong Assemblies!
Remember – “Sir Knight” is not just a title, it is “An Honor”!
James M. Witzman, Master

08/24/2021 Msgr. Ravoux 529 St. Paul
SK Daniel F. Dunn
08/27/2021 Nicollet Assembly 526 Minneapolis
SK Richard A. Smith, PFN
 Dick passed away in August 2020, however, the funeral service was delayed due to COVID-19
08/28/2021 Wells Assembly 551 Wells
SK Patrick A. Regan

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls
of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Please send me information for any member of your Assembly that passes away, that they may be
included here. Also, let me know if they held any leadership positions such as FDD, PGK or PFN so we
can properly recognize them.
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Summer “Super Degree” Exemplification
Welcome New Sir Knights
The following Candidates received the honor of the Fourth Degree in a Hybrid (In-Person and Virtual)
Exemplification honoring SK Rev. Michael S. Creagan in July. Congratulations to all of our new Sir Knights.
Archbishop Ireland ASM #532 New Praque
Charles J. Woodard
William V. Woodard
Msgr. Wrobel ASM #1728 Alexandria
Brian J. Diede
Gary A. Haavig
Daniel J. Hawkins
Robert G. Neale
Gale E. Nordling
Douglas A. Rivers
Michael P. Savegeau
Alan M. Smoley
Brue L. Strandskov
Timothy L. Woodle
Good Shepherd ASM #2604 Columbia Heights
Steven J. Manel
John Paul II ASM #2935 Park Rapids
Glenn A. Aagard
David Aguilera
Darrel J. Bakken
Joseph N. Bofferding
David J. Brooks

John Paul II ASM #2935 Park Rapids (cont).
Richard M. Coe
James E. Gavin
Philip H. Hodapp
Michael A. Hougen
Thomas L. Kern
Richard R. Lehmann
Larry D. Mack
John W. Marcum
James W. Perish
Richard A. Riewer
James L. Sparke
John P. Tesar
Voyagers Area ASM #3426 International Falls
Keith J. Goulet
Thomas M. Sakry
Father Tim Vakoc ASM #3335 St Paul, MN
Alan J. Egging
Dan C. Frank
Dennis J. Pfob
James L. Rutz
Michael J. Schofield

The Flag – The Sword – The Cross 3

Fall Exemplification

The Fall Exemplification of the Fourth Degree for the Minnesota District is being held on Saturday, October
30th at the New Ulm Conference Center in New Ulm, hosted by the Bishop Cretin Assembly # 535, and will
honor Monsignor Douglas L. Grams, Diocesan Administrator, New Ulm Diocese.
We need Fourth Degree members with the new uniform to participate as Honor Guards for Table Escorts and
new member registration. Please consider joining us as we welcome new Brother Sir Knights into the FourthDegree.
It’s never been easier or less expensive for candidates to join the Fourth-Degree. Candidates must be 3rd
Degree Knights, complete a form 4 application and pay the registration fee ($70 for candidates and Deacons;
$35 for Priests). Forms for registering can be found at //mnknights.org/about/ and select Fourth Degree and
select the Interested in joining the 4th degree tab at the bottom of the page and under the events tab for October.
Attire for a candidate is black or dark suit with a white shirt and necktie (tuxedo may be worn also). Any
candidate serving in the armed forces of his country, fulltime police and firefighters may wear their Class A
or dress uniform. Clergy and Seminarians wear their normal dress. Fourth Degree Members should wear the
Uniform of the Fourth Degree or are welcome to observe the Exemplification wearing a black or dark suit
with a white shirt and necktie.
We are in very challenging times, but we all need to do our part to grow the Fourth Degree and strengthen our
Order. Only through the efforts of each Assembly in the District, can we grow our membership and make this
Exemplification a great success. Help a brother Knight complete his journey to Knighthood.
“NOW IS THE TIME FOR THE FOURTH DEGREE”
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Assembly Activity Report
Fort St. Charles
The annual presentation of the American Flag that flies over Fort Saint Charles was performed last month.

This year, the recipient of the flag that flew over Fort St Charles from June 2019 thru June of 2020 was
presented to Former Master Tom Grinnell for his outstanding support of the Fort. Please pray for SK Tom
and all our brother Knights that have helped with the Fort St Charles project.
Pictured above (left to right) Board Vice Chair, PFN Mike Brant; Former Master, Tom Grinnell; Board Chair
SK Jim Andrie; and Board Member and Former Master Brad Jacobs.

Patriot Day Flag Raising
In observance of the 20th Anniversary of 9/11, we remember those who sacrificed their lives to save, protect,
and defend our country. As 4th Degree Knights of Columbus, we stand patriotically proud of our country and
will honor those from 9/11 on this National Day of Mourning. In conjunction with the parish festival at St.
Timothy’s in Blaine, we invite those of all ages in surrounding communities to join us as we salute and unite
in prayer for those affected by this tragedy. To show patriotism, we invite the children to dress in red, white,
and blue; as Knights in their uniform stand and salute as we pray a blessing on the U.S. Flag, followed by a
prayer for 9/11 and concluding with the singing of star-spangled banner.
The Honor Guard details are as follows:
Flag Raising Ceremony & Prayer for 9/11
St. Timothy's Church, 707 89th Ave NE, Blaine, MN.
11:30am Assembly, 12pm Guard (*No Swords as St. Tim's is a peace site).
Meet Outside by Hospitality Center on side facing the Field
Please send me information on activities of your Assembly – especially your Patriotic Programs so that they
can be shared with all other Assemblies.
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Assembly Activity Report
Installation of Officers
I would like to congratulate all of the incoming officers and thank the current and outgoing officers for your
leadership and dedication during this difficult pandemic year.

Msg. Anatole Oster 539 - Benson

Archbishop Ireland 532 (New Prague)
Fr. Lucian Galtier 542 (Shakopee) – New Praque

Fr. Pierz 530 (St. Cloud), Msgr. Keaveny 537 (Little Falls) & Msgr. Scott 549 (Brainerd) – Browerville
Along with an Honor Guard with Bishop Kettler and the area priests for the Outdoor Mass and Dedication of
Christ the King parish’s new King's Court.
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Veteran's Affairs Volunteer Service (VAVS)
Vaccine mandates for VA volunteers
VA Secretary Denis McDonough has announced “that any Veterans Health Administration (VHA) employee,
volunteer, or contractor who works in VHA facilities, visits VHA facilities, or provides direct care to those
we serve will need to be vaccinated.”
“All VA staff, contractors and volunteers will have until (October 8, 2021) to be fully vaccinated and will
need to provide proof of vaccination to their local VA.”
This means if you enter a VA building as a volunteer, be it as a Regular Scheduled volunteer (those who have
gone through the onboarding process by being fingerprinted, etc., and have a VA ID) or as an Occasional
volunteer (those volunteers who might just come to the VA maybe once or twice a year to take part in an event
such as National Salute to Veterans, Vets Charity Ride, etc.) you will need to show documentation that you
have been vaccinated for COVID-19.

The PAWS ACT
President Biden signed the PAWS Act (Puppies Assisting Wounded Service members for Veterans Therapy
Act) into law which authorizes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to create a pilot program on dog training
therapy that will provide dog-training skills and service dogs to veterans with mental illnesses.
"This has been a five-year battle to try and convince the federal government that what we do every day is
valuable and helps veterans," Rory Diamond, CEO of K9s for Warriors said to First Coast News. "They're
finally agreeing and we're getting a big breakthrough here."
The U.S. Senate unanimously passed the bill earlier this month after it was passed by the House in March.
Diamond said the $10 million, five-year pilot program will take effect on Jan. 1, 2022. For the first time in
American history, he says the VA will pay for service dogs for veterans with PTSD.
“We commend the White House for supporting this bill as a critical step in combatting veteran suicide, and
we’re confident in the path ahead for Service Dogs ultimately becoming a covered VA benefit to veterans with
PTSD,” Diamond said in a news release. “In communicating with veterans and their healthcare providers, it’s
more imperative than ever to embrace the lifesaving impact of a Service Dog and to raise awareness for this
treatment option as a proven method for mitigating debilitating symptoms of PTSD and suicidal ideations.”
The news release says the new law will also:




Designate eligible veterans to receive dog training instruction from nongovernmental accredited 501(c)(3)
nonprofit Service Dog training organizations (i.e., K9s For Warriors)
Allow eligible veterans to learn positive reinforcement training in skills that are unique to their own needs to
help address or alleviate their PTSD symptoms
Provide veterans participating in the program with the opportunity to adopt a dog that they actively assisted in
their training, provided that the veteran and their health provider determine it to be in the best interest of the
veteran.

"There are over 100,000 veterans, we think who need a service dog because of their post-traumatic stress.
Right now, K9s for Warriors can help a couple of hundred a year. What this will do is to take that little tiny
hose pipe and turn into a whole avalanche of service dogs, eventually down the road, we'll see that happen,"
Diamond said earlier this month. "Twenty-two veterans a day taking their lives every day by suicide. This is
one of the best ways we can fight it."
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District Calendar of Events
Sep 07, 2021
Installation of Officers – Fr. Timothy Vakoc 3335 – So. St. Paul, MN.
Sep 10, 2021
Meeting w/Bishop Felton - Duluth, MN.
Sep 13, 2021 (Tentative) Installation of Officers – Holy Redeemer Assembly 1318 – Marshall, MN
Sep 19-25, 2021
Fort Saint Charles Work Week and Board Meeting
Sep 28, 2021
Installation of Officers – Bishop Schenk 543 – Moorhead, MN
Oct 01-03, 2021
State Officer’s Meeting – Winona, MN
Oct 09, 2021 (Tentative) Installation of Officers – Holy Redeemer Assembly 1318 – Marshall, MN
Oct 15-17, 2021
Provincial Meeting – Marquette Province – Eagan, MN
Oct 19, 2021
Installation of Officers – Bishop Edward Fitzgerald 548 –Byron, MN
Oct 26, 2021
Mass of the Holy Spirit
Nov 12-13, 2021
Special Olympics – Brooklyn Park, MN.
Dec 03-05, 2021
State Midyear Meeting @ Airport Hilton/Bloomington

Upcoming Exemplifications
Oct 29-31, 2021
Apr 29-30, May 01, 2022
Jul 16, 2022
Oct 28-30, 2022
Apr 21-23, 2023
Jul 15, 2023
Oct 27-29, 2023
Apr 19-21, 2023
Jul 20, 2024
Oct 27-29, 2024

Fall Exemplification – Best Western, New Ulm. MN
(Bishop Cretin Assembly # 535)
Spring Exemplification – Breezy Point, Brainerd, MN
(Thomas Scott Assembly # 549)
Summer Exemplification – TBD
Fall Exemplification – TBD
Spring Exemplification – Minneapolis, MN
(Nicollet Assembly # 526)
Summer Exemplification – TBD
Fall Exemplification – TBD
Spring Exemplification – TBD
Summer Exemplification – TBD
Fall Exemplification – TBD

If your Assembly is interested in Hosting one of these Exemplifications,
please contact District Secretary, SK Dave DuPaul and he will provide information
you can share with your Assembly.
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District Staff
Vice Supreme Master – Marquette Province:
SK Craig A. Larson, PSD
mnclars@gmail.com
District Master:
SK James M. Witzman

master@mnknights.org

District Marshal:
SK J. Ray Dixon

ray_dixon@att.net

District Secretary:
SK David L. DuPaul PFN

wbd846@webtv.net

Degree Team Captain:
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FM

bjacobs@patrioterect.com

Fort Saint Charles Chairman:
SK James J. Andrie

jim.andrie@hotmail.com

Crow Wing Chapel Chairman:
SK Michael R. Gangl PFN

asrm3@yahoo.com

Fr. Hennepin Statue Chairman:
SK Thomas A. Hallaway PFN

tshallaway@charter.net

Hall of Fame Committee Chairman:
SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FM

pcharter@comcast.net

Audit Committee Chairman:
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FM

grinnell9@mchsi.com

Veteran’s Affairs Volunteer Services (VAVS) Committee Chairman:
SK Major Matthew L. Heffron ESQ, PFN matt.heffron@spaatz.org
Living Former District Masters:
SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FM
SK Robert J. Barry FM
SK Gregory J. van der Hagen PSD, FVSM
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FM
SK Robert N. Mathewson FM
SK Craig A. Larson VSM, PSD
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FM

1986-1988
1995-1998
2002-2006
2006-2010
2010-2014
2014-2018
2018-2020

pcharter@comcast.net
bobjbgm@gmail.com
glvdh@mchsi.com
grinnell9@mchsi.com
funifoxstd@aol.com
mnclars@gmail.com
bjacobs@patrioterect.com
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