
State Chaplain Fr. Martin Schaefer
(507) 494-8841
statechaplain@mnkights.org
Assoc. State Chaplain 
Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault
(218) 283-3293
associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org
State Deputy David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997
statedeputy@mnknights.org
IPSD Marc Peters 
(612) 247-2220
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org
State Secretary Dan DeCrans
(218) 255-1125
statesecretary@mnknights.org
State Treasurer Bou Gazley
(507) 259-7851
statetreasurer@mnknights.org
State Advocate James Terwedo 
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org
State Warden Jesse Kosloski
(218) 330-5648
statewarden@mnknights.org
District Master James Witzman
(612) 805-1846
master@mnknights.org
State Membership Director Patrick Farrelly
(763) 218-3816
membershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Program Director Joe George
(651) 253-3112
programdirector@mnknights.org
Administrative Assistant 
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
Editors Bob & Peni Penas 

Monthly Dedication This month of July is dedicated to the Precious
Blood of Jesus.  May we pay fitting honor to the precious Blood of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, Redeemer of the world, that by its power we can be protected against 
the evils of our present life so that we may enjoy its everlasting fruit in heaven.  
Precious Blood of Jesus … Save us, and the whole world!
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“Founded in Faith”

Our Work is Just Beginning!
State Deputy Dave Whatmuff     

statedeputy@mnknights.org     (763) 772-2997 
Dear Brothers,
I returned last weekend from my first visit to New Haven … and 
what a wonderful experience that was!  My class of State Depu-
ties was the first in the 139-year history of the Knights of Co-
lumbus to be installed at the same time as a new Supreme 
Knight, and at the original church of our founder, Blessed Michael McGivney.  In 
honor of this occasion our photograph was taken, arrayed on the steps of the his-
toric St. Mary’s, with the newly installed Supreme Officers and Directors, and a 
banner of the image of Blessed Michael McGivney smiling down on us (on page 3).
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly dedicated the Knights during his term of Office, to 
St. Joseph.  He said “Catholic husbands and fathers, especially the fathers of 
young children, need the encouragement and support of the Knights of Columbus. 
We can inspire them with the creative courage needed to keep their family strong 
in faith.  So let us, like St. Joseph, embrace our role as guardian of the family.”
During his opening address to the State Deputies, SK Kelly thanked Past Su-
preme Knight Carl Anderson for his leadership and for the “Leave No Neighbor 
Behind” initiative, during the difficult times of the COVID pandemic.  “But,” he 
said “Now we have begun an equally important initiative, the COVID Recovery 
Program. … Our goal is to get our councils and our parishes back to normal as 
quickly as possible. Nothing is more important, right now, to fulfilling our mis-
sion of strengthening Catholic families, providing for their financial needs, and 
helping those in need.  Equally important is serving the Church in this difficult 
time. … The Knights of Columbus is rightly known as the ‘strong right arm of 
the Church.’  This is the moment to show that we are also ‘the strong right arm of 
the parish priest’.”
SK Kelly made it very clear during the week that his new direction would be to 
encourage young men to include their families in their work with the Knights.  He 
demonstrated this quite clearly by having his wife and three young daughters 
stand beside him at the altar, as he made his vows as Supreme leader of the Order, 
and later at the final breakfast, Supreme Officers and staff with their young chil-
dren present, some with babies in their arms, as they gave their closing remarks.
“We enter this new chapter with trust in God and confidence in Father 
McGivney’s intercession.  The work our founder began in the Order, and that our 
Lord began in us, is far from over. The work of the Knights of Columbus is just 
beginning.”
As we begin this new year, we will be announcing new initiatives to the District 
Deputies, which you will hear more about as you attend District and Council 
meetings; new and exciting ideas which will give the Knights of Columbus new 
vigor to take us into 2022.  Vivat Jesus!

Congratulations to our 
May Top Recruiters!

Josh Phinney of St. Paul E Council 
4374 Recruited 5 New Members

Lonnie Spaeth of New Ulm Council 
1076 Recruited 4 New Members

They will each receive a $25 Gift Card!
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Report deceased member 
names to Fraternalism 

Director Randy Lindstrom 
at mnkcfc@gmail.com

609 25th Ave SW 
Willmar, MN 5620

Include the deceased Brother 
Knight’s name, date of death, 
council number, town, next of 

kin, and if he was a former 
DD, State Officer, etc.  

Remember, the FS needs to 
file a Form 100 informing 

Supreme of his death 

Memoriam
Please pray for 
these  deceased 
Brother Knights
and their families
Detroit Lakes Council 3166

Nick Schouviller
Hinckley Council 5101

Robert Dunsmore
Hutchinson Council 4797

Rev. Dennis Becker
Little Falls Council 1804

Raymond Nicoski
Donald Richied

Mora Council 5078
Dewayne Collins

Morris Council 1527
Arthur Jost

Crystal Council 3656
Dennis Westly
James Dunfee
James “Bill” Gavin
Michael Novicki
Paul Schneider
Ardell Walgrave
Donald Tinker
Meinrad Schick
Richard “Dick” Bruins

St. Cloud Council 961
Richard Andrie

St. Michael Council 4174
Richard Robeck

Persevere in Prayer
State Chaplain Martin Schaefer
statechaplain@mnknights.org

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, persevere in prayer.
Romans 12:12

This is the first article I am writing where I have graduated from being the 
associate chaplain to being the Chaplain of the Minnesota Knights of Co-
lumbus.  I am humbled and honored to serve as the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State 
Chaplain for the next two years.  I want to serve you from the heart of the Good Shepherd 
and be available as a spiritual father to pray with you and for you.  I am looking forward to 
working with Fr. Thomas Galarneault as he becomes the new associate chaplain.  As chap-
lains, we desire to encourage the hearts of all the chaplains of the local Knights of Colum-
bus councils as you look to exercise pastoral care developing the faith life of each knight 
and their families.  Each family will enrich the life of every parish community in a world 
that is hostile to the truths of our faith.   
As we begin anew, allow me to offer two suggestions to each local council.  First, take 
time to view Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly’s installation address found on the kofc.org 
website.  He casts a vision for the Knights to be guardians of the family and guardians of 
the truth.  He encourages each Knight to be a man in the mold of St. Joseph as a faithful, 
virtuous witness of sacrificial love.  Second, have a heartfelt discussion about how your 
council can make Eucharistic adoration-centered prayer the heart of your council, enabling 
each Knight to live as a guardian of the family and of the truth.  Know of my continued 
prayers and support as each council thrives and develops.
Vivat Jesus!

Regional Membership Cup
Marc Peters’ Region 9 crossed the finish line with close to another 10% increase over last 
month, for a total of 72% of the region intake goal!  Bob Hurd’s Region 4 was unable to 
make any ground over this fast finish, but is still in second, with Orv’s Region 8 just hold-
ing onto third against a strong challenge from the middle of the field! Joe Checco’s Re-
gion 1 made a 16% dash into fourth place to edge out Keith Heitkamp’s Region 6 at the 
finish.  Dennis Boeckers’ Region 3 took sixth, just ahead of Mario Desouza’s Region 5, 
who made a last-minute sprint with an increase of 16% to overtake Jeff Bagniewski’s Re-
gion 7 and Craig Larson’s Region 2 at the back.
Our state membership intake stands at 563 at this date, with 397 having joined councils, 
leaving 166 candidates available for council membership. As I keep saying … these men 
are already Knights, so the hard work of recruiting is done … but to keep them as mem-
bers for the future they need to be “engaged” in work with a council! Contact them now!

A last-minute challenge from DD52 Patrick Farrelly (Region 9) with 22 new council 
members edged out DD56 Jim Eddleston (Region 8) with 21, for the title of leading         
District!



27th Annual 
MN Knights of 

Columbus Family 
Camping Weekend

Brookside Campground 
near Blooming Prairie, MN

August 27 - 30
For more information, contact 
Roger and Deanna Coudron

(507) 532-6766
deanna@coudron.com

Brookside info at 
www.campatbrookside.com

(507) 583-2979

You are a Priest Forever According to the 
Order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4)

Associate State Chaplain Fr. Thomas P. Galarneault
associatestatechaplain@mnknights.org

Being a priest for 14 years, I never know what is around the bend.  And yet, I would not trade it in.  Yes, there 
are things that if it happened today, I would do differently because experience is a great teacher. 
I never planned on being a priest.  I was born and raised in Minneapolis and attended the Basilica of St. Mary.  Being the 
youngest of three boys, I didn’t particularly like to attend Mass.  I would start fights in the pews with my brothers.  I was even 
kicked out of church school for 3 weeks after I dumped the confetti from a three-hole punch into the girl’s purse next to me (I 
guarantee that I did many other things before this, but this was the last straw).  
When it came time for Confirmation, I was Confirmed for two reasons: one, I would be done with my Catholic religious educa-
tion and two, I was making my parents happy.  After Confirmation, Archbishop Harry Flynn came up to me and said, “Thomas, 
have you thought about being a priest?”  I thought that this was pretty funny, and so I said in chuckling way, “No Archbishop.”  
And yet the seed was planted.  A few years later, I was a senior in high school and my dad was going through a deeper conver-
sion; he invited me to go with him to Medjugore.  I was thinking that this would be great — no school and a European vacation.  
This pilgrimage changed my life.  I went to confession for the first time in years, I learned to pray the Rosary, I accepted the
Church and her teachings, and I was given interior peace.  
After the pilgrimage, I continued to grow in faith.  I attended the University of the Minnesota Duluth majoring in Accounting.  
During these years, I grew more and more in love with God, I was excited to talk about Jesus and His Church.  During my jun-
ior year, I became involved with restarting the Newman Club, and I was made the chair.  By the spring of my senior year, I 
changed my major again from Physical Education to Exercise Science.  It was about this time that I went on a weekend retreat 
to Chicago to see Fr. Sudac, a Croatian priest, who was very gifted.  I went, and it was like hearing Jesus speak.  I knew that I 
was supposed to go to seminary after this.
Soon, I was accepted as a seminarian for the Diocese of Duluth.  But I met a girl, and I begin to question the calling — Priest-
hood, Marriage, Priesthood, Marriage.  Both are beautiful vocations, so I was confused and needed time to pray and discern.  
So, I went back to Medjugore on pilgrimage.  While there, I was looking for a miracle to let me know what I should do; I real-
ized this and finally said to the Lord that He would tell me when He was ready.  After our time there, we went to Croatia for a 
retreat with Fr. Sudac.  I was able to meet with him privately on the second day of retreat.  I said to him, “Father, whatever you 
want to talk about through the Lord would be fine.”  He said, “You are called to be a priest.”  I was super excited, and within 
two weeks I had a few more confirmations.  I heard the Lord speak to me interiorly in my own thinking voice and He said, 
“You are my Son.”  I knew with these confirmations that I was to be a priest.  This was how God called me to serve Him and 
His Church.
I was ordained on June 1, 2007, for the Diocese of Duluth.  What a great blessing it is to be a priest.  I get to be a priest, I get to 
serve the people of God.  In the Diocese of Duluth, I am serving as administrator of St. Thomas Aquinas, International Falls,
and St. Columban, Littlefork.  And now I get to serve the Knights of Columbus as the Associate State Chaplain.  
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June 2021 Installation of State Deputies at St. Mary’s in New Haven, CT



“Father Wants You” 
Membership Campaign

To be held at least twice a year:
1. Meet with your parish priest to

explain the campaign you
would like to run, to get his
permission, and to invite him to
write his own letter  of invita-
tion or have him approve a
“Father Wants You” invitation
letter.

2. Ask for permission to use the
parish membership roster or
parish directory and a list of
members who have joined the
parish since it was published.

3. Compare this listing to your
current roster and create a list
of those men who do not be-
long to your council.

4. Form a team of council mem-
bers who are active in the par-
ish and know many of the pa-
rishioners

5. Have this team meet and high-
light those men they know and
would recommend for member-
ship.

6. Have your parish priest look
over the list of prospects, and
see if he would like to add any
other names to the list.

7. Schedule an open house to be
attended by Father, your field
agent, your council  officers,
the team, council members,
prospective members, and the
wives of these gentlemen.

8. Send out invitation letters to
these prospective members.
Track who attends and who
does not, so you can invite
those who did not with a
“Father Still Wants You” letter
for the next open house.

9. Host an open house.
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The Catholic Difference

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values 
Ethical Sales & 

Investing
Service to the 

Church and the Community

BANG!!!  AND WE ARE OFF!!!
State Warden Jesse Kosloski

statewarden@mnknights.org     jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
(218) 330-5648

It’s the start of another great fraternal year with the MN Knights of Co-
lumbus.  The slate is wiped clean, COVID restrictions are pretty much 
gone, and hopefully everyone is fired up and ready to go.  If you're a 
council/assembly that typically takes off the summer … I can't stress enough that this is the 
year that you shouldn't.  A lot of councils have not done much and have been "under the 
bed."  This is the time to hit the ground running and with full burners on.
Let’s get some fundraisers going to help out our local communities.  Let’s help those who 
are still struggling with COVID-related issues.  Let’s get service projects going with the 
church and communities.  Let's get our paperwork and training all finished right away so 
we can put our focus on our mission.  Let's Make 2021-2022 the Best Year in Father 
McGivney's World Famous and Largest Catholic Men's Organization!  Let's show the 
world how tough the Minnesota Knights of Columbus are!  Let's show the world how awe-
some the Minnesota Knights of Columbus are!!

Recruitment, programs, and fraternity are the keys to success!!
Need help?....ASK!  Vivat Jesus!

Help Wanted ~ Apply Within
Immediate Past State Deputy Marc Peters

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org      (612) 247-2220 

As you walk downtown, at the shopping center, or driving about town, 
you see this message everywhere.  Everyone needs some help as we re-
turn to some type of normalcy.  Your state council is in the same situa-
tion; it needs some help.
We are particularly in need of district deputies; those guys with the red ribbons around 
their neck.  A district deputy is the go-between from local councils to state councils to the 
Supreme Council.  A grand knight will call a district deputy before calling a state officer 
mostly because he is familiar with him and has a personal relationship with him.  The dis-
trict deputy may have the answer to his question, and if not, he knows who to call to get the 
correct information. He oversees the district and helps the councils meet their goals.
Just about anyone can be a district deputy, but the ones who do the best have been grand 
knights and have experienced running a council.  But any Brother Knight with some years 
of experience can become a good district deputy.  We ask that the district deputy hold a 
minimum of two district meetings a year (with four being optimal).  He is expected to at-
tend two state meetings a year (in late June and December) and attend the state convention 
in May.  A district deputy is appointed to a one year term, but this can be renewed up to 
seven more times if he wants to stay on and the state deputy believes he is doing a satisfac-
tory job.
If you talk to any of the state officers, past or present, they will tell you that being a district 
deputy was the best position they held in the organization.  If you think this is something 
you might consider doing, please contact me to get your questions answered.  If you think 
you are ready to take on the position, contact State Deputy Whatmuff, and he will get you 
started.

Continue to mentor your newest members 
and engage your current members.  

Invite them to share their ideas. 
Hold programs that interest them, and invite them to help out.

Invite prospective members to help out on projects, too.
Let them see that we are the people they want to be with who are doing the 

projects they want to be part of.
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Leave No Neighbor Behind and send photos and info to 
Supreme and to us at bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Strength!
State Membership Direc-

tor Patrick Farrelly
membershipdirec-

tor@mnknights.org
pfmaplegrove@aol.com

(763) 218-3816
Congratulations to our 
new council officers and newly appointed 
and re-appointed district deputies!!  You 
get to decide, here and now, how you 
will approach your new role with the 
Knights of Columbus.  My prayer for you 
is that you will, as things open up from 
COVID, and now that the obligation to 
attend Mass has been reinstated state-
wide, decide that you will leave your 
council stronger than you found it when 
you took office.  
Strength comes in many forms, of course.  
Stronger relationship with your pastor is 
one measure.  Stronger relationship and a 
cooperative spirit with parish staff and 
ministry is another.  More men having 
fun and coming to meetings often hap-
pens as councils get stronger and come 
alive.  New programs, and new men join-
ing your council are certainly effective 
measures of a council’s growing strength.  
We want to help your council get strong-
er in all of these areas, and we believe 
your DD is equipped to help you do just 
that.  He is our point man for the state 
team, and represents State Deputy Dave 
Whatmuff and Supreme Knight Patrick 
Kelly in his interactions with you.  
You have accepted the responsibility.  Be 
the best you can be.  Decide now to set 
goals for your council  and create a plan 
to accomplish them.   Remember the axi-
om – to fail to plan is the same as plan-
ning to fail.  You cannot fail.  You are 
not alone.  
Great programs attract men and families.  
New men and families strengthen your 
council with energy, ideas, and passion. 
Make sure you stoke those passions by 
running programs that excite them.  Start 
with the programs in the Faith in Action 
guidebook. 
And pray.  Remember to pray – start eve-
ry meeting with prayer, start every activi-
ty with prayer, and invoke the Holy Spirit 
and Blessed Father McGivney always.  

Top Intake 
Percentages for 
Fraternal Year 
2020 – 2021 

First Place goes to St. 
Mary’s University Council 

5202 with an intake of 300% 
(their intake goal was 2 and 

they brought in a net of 6  —
8 new members 
with 2 losses)

Second Place goes to 
Freeport Council 16455 with 

an intake of 233% (their 
intake goal was 3 and they 
brought in 7 new members 

with no losses)
District 2 showed the largest 

intake % against their 
adjusted goal of 15. They 
had an intake of 18 against 
their goal of 15 giving them 
120% (a gross intake of 19 

with one loss)
DD 2 is David Pritschet

Standings of the Breezy Point 
Getaway Giveaway

These are the final standings of those who earned 
entries in the Breezy Point Drawing 

(conducted at the Organizational Meeting June 26th)

25 Knights ended just short of having an entry 
by recruiting 2 new members.

Members 
Recruited

Getaway 
Entries MEMBER NAME

17 5 DAVID L DUPAUL
14 4 LONNIE H SPAETH
10 3 NATE SMITH*
9 3 CHRISTOPHER K DUNA
9 3 ANDREW R POOLE
9 3 CHRISTOPHER MASSOGLIA
9 3 DAVID J PRITSCHET
8 2 JOSEPH A EYMANN
8 2 JOSH PHINNEY
6 2 JOSEPH T FUREY
6 2 WALTER B KIEFFER
6 2 LEE A JARDINE
6 2 STEVEN L MAGES
5 1 BRIAN D LACHERMEIER
5 1 MICHAEL P HARRINGTON
5 1 ROBERT L SPEHAR
4 1 GERALD J MEHR
4 1 DAVID J ANTUS
3 1 ORVILLE FILLBRANDT*
3 1 PATRICK L ANDERSON
3 1 MARK D GRENINGER
3 1 DENNIS L DORAN
3 1 ANTHONY L ROSEMEIER
3 1 KEITH C BISTODEAU

Council 
#

#
Recruited MEMBER NAME

4374 5 JOSH PHINNEY
1076 4 LONNIE H SPAETH
1685 2 MR PETER F WEEKS
6374 2 DAVID C RITTENHOUSE
6791 2 DAVID J ANTUS

10052 2 JOSEPH D RAJKOWSKI
13529 2 CURTIS J PALMER

961 1 PATRICK L ANDERSON
2023 1 MELVIN A MALECHA
2129 1 ANTHONY L ROSEMEIER
2400 1 LARRY L LESNIAK
3827 1 KODJO M DJONDO
3827 1 ORVILLE F FILLBRANDT
4374 1 DAVID C RONNING
4374 1 GEORGE F WHITE
4374 1 JUSTIN P BRENDON
4374 1 MICHAEL J SCHILLING
4374 1 MR SAMUEL C GAGLIARDI
4619 1 WILLIAM A FOGARTY
4842 1 KEVIN W DIETZ
9905 1 DONALD R TRUDEAU

13359 1 DANIEL J FALSTAD
13506 1 MICHAEL J PETERS
13506 1 MR DAVID J KIRSCH
13506 1 MR PAT REAK
14013 1 JOSEPH T FUREY
15761 1 ROBERT L SPEHAR

Full List of May 2021 Proposers

K of C Safe 
Environment 

Program 
For questions or concerns or 
to receive a handbook con-

taining Knights of Columbus 
Safe Environment Program 

policies and procedures, 
please go online at kofc.org 

or submit your request to

youthleader
@kofc.org

(203) 800-4940
File your Council 990-N 
e-Postcard to Maintain

your Council’s
Tax-exempt Status



2021 to 2022 Membership Intake Incentives

Incentive Sweepstakes Raffle 
A new “Getaway Giveaway” but EVERY proposer earns an entry in the drawing this year.  

For every member recruited with proposer number listed, proposer gets an entry in the incentive drawing.
Recruiting more gives more chances in the drawing!   

23 total prizes this year with the top prize drawn first and so on down the line.

First Prize – Getaway (Breezy Point or another resort like Lutsen, Gunflint Lodge, Chase on the Lake) (worth about $1500)

Second Prize – Laptop Computer with Webcam ($500)

Third Prize – Ten Foot K of C Popup Tent ($389)

Fourth Prize – Leather High Tech K of C Watch  ($344.75)

Fifth Prize – Platoon Stainless Steel K of C Watch ($200) 

Sixth Prize - Eight Foot Standard K of C White Table Throw ($171.75)

Seventh Prize - American Flag and K of C Flag Combo (3’ X 5’) ($113)

Eighth Prize – Manybox Projector ($70)

Ninth Prize – K of C  Pique Polo Shirt - 5 prizes ($21.95 each)

Tenth Prize – K of C Baseball Cap - 10 prizes ($12.75 each)  

Proposers Also Get a “Specially Minted” Challenge Coin While Supply Lasts

Council Incentives

Councils must be safe environment compliant to earn any of the following incentives. 

McGivney Award – intake goal met by December 31st (per January star tracker)
Council gets a $300 check — PLUS $20 for every member over their goal by June 30th
Grand Knight earns “Day by Day with St. Joseph” inspiring prayer book 

McGivney Award – intake goal met by June 30th (for those not making it by December 31st)
Council gets $200 check
Grand Knight earns “Daily companion for men” prayer book

STAR Council – Every council that earns STAR earns one of the McGivney award incentives above plus $50 

12 Knights by Christmas – Council Edition – Every council that brings in 12 or more new members into their 
council by December 31st (per January Star tracker for December) will earn two free wheelchairs to donate as they 
choose (perhaps to let new members choose wheelchair recipients) 

Coats for Kids Incentives
1. Councils that participate in the State Coats for Kids Program – that is, purchase coats through the State Council

and host agreed upon “coats for kids” distributions - will earn $50 for every new member brought in during Octo-
ber 2021

2. Councils that distribute coats from the Mass of the Holy Spirit Coats for Kids Collection (must organize distribu-
tion with State Team) will earn $50 for every new member brought in to their council in November 2021

Incentives Continued on the Next Page
Check it out!!!



2021 to 2022 Membership Intake Incentives
(continued)

Regional membership cup continues with Cup Award and par ty for winning region.

Member Incentives

Monthly Top Recruiter — earns $25 gift card (3 member minimum) 

Yearly Top Recruiter — earns a “Master Evangelist” sport coat (intake of 10 minimum to earn) 

3 OR MORE — Members who are listed as proposer for 3 or more new council members earn a Rugged Rosary 
($45 Paracord K of C Rosary) (one award per proposer)

Proposers Also Get a “Specially Minted” Challenge Coin While Supply Lasts

District Intake Incentives 

Twelve Knights by Christmas

District Deputies whose district brings 12 new members into their councils by DECEMBER 31, 2021 will earn a 
$100 gift card and a “Daily Meditations with the Holy Spirit for Men” — book embossed with the K of C logo

Driving Delta Drives

Council Delta Drives have a profound impact on membership intake, especially in partnership with their priests and 
when preceded by or followed up with meaningful charitable activities men can help with.  DDs are tasked with help-
ing their councils embrace the urgency of attracting members with every activity and creating a culture that rewards 
and encourages membership intake.  

DDs who support and report each successful Council Delta Drive that results in membership intake of 3 or more 
members (prospects from the drive are converted into members) will earn a $25 gift card for each reported and veri-
fied Council Delta Drive.  New members must show as council intake to count.  DD must report Delta Drive to SMD.       

STAR District – Every DD earning STAR District earns a check for $250



Don’t Widen the Plate!
The Knights of Columbus Way — Unity

State Membership Director Patrick Farrelly
membershipdirector@mnknights.org pfmaplegrove@aol.com

(763) 218-3816
With many councils struggling to come back from COVID and others deciding to take the summer off even as 
things begin to open up, I’d like to share the following story that was sent to me by the CEO of my employer.
“Twenty-five years ago, in Nashville, Tennessee, during the first week of January 1996, more than 4,000 baseball coaches descended 
upon the Opryland Hotel for the 52nd annual ABCA's (American Baseball Coaches Association) convention.
While I waited in line to register with the hotel staff, I heard other more veteran coaches rumbling about the lineup of speakers sched-
uled to present during the weekend. One name kept resurfacing, always with the same sentiment — “John Scolinos is here? Oh, man, 
worth every penny of my airfare.” Who is John Scolinos, I wondered? No matter; I was just happy to be there.
In 1996, Coach Scolinos was 78 years old and five years retired from a college coaching career that began in 1948. He shuffled to the 
stage to an impressive standing ovation, wearing dark polyester pants, a light blue shirt, and a string around his neck from which 
home plate hung — a full-sized, stark-white home plate. Seriously, I wondered, who is this guy?
After speaking for twenty-five minutes, not once mentioning the prop hanging around his neck, Coach Scolinos appeared to notice the 
snickering among some of the coaches. Even those who knew Coach Scolinos had to wonder exactly where he was going with this, 
or if he had simply forgotten about the home plate hanging around his neck since he’d gotten on stage. Then, finally … “You’re prob-
ably all wondering why I’m wearing home plate around my neck,” he said, his voice growing irascible. I laughed along with the oth-
ers, acknowledging the possibility. “I may be old, but I’m not crazy. The reason I stand before you today is to share with you base-
ball people what I’ve learned in my life, what I’ve learned about home plate in my 78 years.”
Several hands went up when Scolinos asked how many Little League coaches were in the room. “Do you know how wide home plate 
is in Little League?” After a pause, someone offered, “Seventeen inches?” more of a question than answer. “That’s right,” he 
said. “How about in Babe Ruth’s day? Any Babe Ruth coaches in the house?” Another long pause. “Seventeen inches?” a guess 
from another reluctant coach. “That’s right,” said Scolinos. “Now, how many high school coaches do we have in the room?” Hun-
dreds of hands shot up, as the pattern began to appear. “How wide is home plate in high school baseball?” “Seventeen inches,” they 
said, sounding more confident. “You’re right!” Scolinos barked. “And you college coaches, how wide is home plate in col-
lege?” “Seventeen inches!” we said, in unison. “Any minor league coaches here? How wide is home plate in pro ball?” “Seventeen 
inches!” “Right! And in the major leagues, how wide is home plate in the major leagues?” “Seventeen inches!”
“SEV-EN-TEEN INCHES!” he confirmed, his voice bellowing off the walls. “And what do they do with a big-league pitcher who 
can’t throw the ball over seventeen inches?” Pause. “They send him to Pocatello (minor leagues)!” he hollered, drawing raucous 
laughter. “What they don’t do is this: they don’t say, ‘Ah, that’s okay, Jimmy. If you can’t hit a seventeen-inch target? We’ll make 
it eighteen inches or nineteen inches. We’ll make it twenty inches, so you have a better chance of hitting it. If you can’t hit that, let 
us know so we can make it wider still, say twenty-five inches.'”
Pause. “Coaches … what do we do when your best player shows up late to practice or when our team rules forbid facial hair and a 
guy shows up unshaven? What if he gets caught drinking? Do we hold him accountable? Or do we change the rules to fit him? Do
we widen home plate?"
The chuckles gradually faded as four thousand coaches grew quiet, the fog lifting as the old coach’s message began to unfold. He 
turned the plate toward himself and, using a Sharpie, began to draw something. When he turned it toward the crowd, point up, a 
house was revealed, complete with a freshly drawn door and two windows. “This is the problem in our homes today. With our mar-
riages, with the way we parent our kids. With our discipline. We don’t teach accountability to our kids, and there is no consequence 
for failing to meet standards. We just widen the plate!”
Pause. “And the same is true with our schools, churches, and governments. We are allowing others to widen home plate! Where is 
that getting us?”
I was amazed. At a baseball convention where I expected to learn something about curve balls and bunting and how to run better 
practices, I had learned something far more valuable. From an old man with home plate strung around his neck, I had learned some-
thing about life, about myself, about my own weaknesses and about my responsibilities as a leader. I had to hold myself and others 
accountable to that which I knew to be right, lest our families, our schools, our churches, and our society go down an undesirable path.
“If I am lucky,” Coach Scolinos concluded, “you will remember one thing from this old coach today. It is this: "If we fail to hold our-
selves to a higher standard, a standard of what we know to be right; if we fail to hold our spouses and our children to the same stand-
ards, if we are unwilling or unable to provide a consequence when they do not meet the standard; and if our schools & churches & our 
government fail to hold themselves accountable to those they serve, there is but one thing to look forward to …” With that, he held 
home plate in front of his chest, turned it around, and revealed its dark black backside, “…We have dark days ahead!”
Note: Coach Scolinos died in 2009 at the age of 91, but not before touching the lives of thousands of players and coaches. He is con-
sidered the best clinic speaker the ABCA has ever known because he was so much more than a baseball coach. His message was 
clear: “Coaches, keep your players—no matter how good they are—your own children, your churches, your government, and most of 
all, keep yourself at seventeen inches." "Don't widen the plate."”

Brothers, accountability is the Knights of Columbus way and the path we must follow to fully accomplish our goals together. 
We must expect our best from ourselves and from each other, do what we say we will do, 

and support each other, especially when we fail.  
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Remember, we need to support our seminarians. They are the future of the Catholic Church 
here in Minnesota. Councils, please sponsor at least one seminarian through the RSVP pro-
gram.  Ask your diocese for a list of seminarians you can help support. To stretch your 
RSVP funds, remember that for every $500 given to an individual, the Supreme Council will 
refund the council or assembly $100 up to a maximum of $400 per individual supported.  

Don’t forget to provide your “adopted” seminarians or religious aspirants with moral support and prayers for their success.

More information can be found at www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/rsvp.html#/

RSVP

Kicking Off a New Year
State Program Director Joe George

programdirector@mnknights.org     (651) 253-3112 
Here we are at the beginning of a new fraternal year!  Last year challenged our councils in so many ways, not 
the least of which was figuring out how to run programs.  Many of our councils were unable to do the programs 
that they have done for years, others were able to find creative and different ways to run familiar programs, and 
still others found themselves working on programs that they may never have thought to do were it not for the 
circumstances of COVID.  While program award submissions were down somewhat this year, I was impressed with the quality 
of many of the programs we received.
One thing that I have noticed in the last few years is that there seems to be a lack of participation in many of our youth pro-
grams.  I would like to see many more of our councils participating in one or more of the youth programs, so I am going to be
focusing more this year on getting information out on what goes into holding those events along with some tips to try to make
these programs as successful as possible.
So, let’s kick things off with the “Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge.”  Participation in this program has been on a bit of a 
decline the last few years even as the number of youth that participate in soccer programs in Minnesota is on the rise.  This pro-
gram is a great way for councils to engage with the greater community and encourage the values of sportsmanship and healthy 
competition in today’s youth.  This is not a difficult program to start.  You can get a kit from Supreme for just $5 that includes 
posters to help promote the event, certificates for participants and winners, score sheets, and a program guide with lots of great 
ideas for how to hold a successful event.  The only other things you need are some regulation soccer balls (there are even sets of 
reasonably priced K of C branded balls available on KofC.org) and a field with a soccer net at which to hold the event.  Most
communities have public fields that groups can reserve to use for events such as this at little to no cost or often schools will al-
low use of their practice fields on weekends.  Now add some enthusiastic Knights of Columbus volunteers (and make sure that 
your council is youth protection compliant!) and you have everything you need to plan and hold a successful Soccer Challenge.
I’m sure that there are some of you reading this that are thinking that this sounds simple, but maybe your council has been do-
ing this program and has not had the success that you would like.  I would like to encourage you to keep trying!  Sometimes it 
can take a while for word to really spread about how great a new event is.  Consider whether a different location or date may
help increase participation.  I encourage you to dig out the program guide and go through it again to see if there are some ideas 
for promoting the event that you haven’t tried. If you can’t find the one you had originally, you can access it online in the pro-
gram section, or you can order a new one for a nominal charge on KofC.org.  One of the big suggestions put forth in the guide
for promoting the Soccer Challenge is to work with schools, community centers, and local leagues to help to promote your 
event.  That can take many forms that may include making an announcement, handing out flyers, or having members of your 
council attend events to talk about what the Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge is all about. In the past, many councils who 
held the Soccer Challenge did so in September in an attempt to work with the schools.  While this strategy has been successful 
for some, it has been brought to my attention that there are more soccer leagues active in the summer than in the fall.  With this 
information, I encourage councils that are new to this program, or have not had the participation numbers they would like to 
see, to consider holding this event in the summer months.  There is nothing that says this event must be held in September —
only that it must be completed at the council level by September. 
As with all programs, this is also a great opportunity for a council to do recruitment!  Where there are kids, there are generally 
parents, half of which are usually men, and within that group there are bound to be several good Catholic men who are just 
waiting to be invited to join our wonderful organization!  Be sure to have a booth or table set up with information about all the 
great things your council does and information how to join the Knights.  Have volunteers dedicated just to recruitment with 
plenty of Form 100’s at the ready!
I hope many councils will consider getting involved in this fun and rewarding program. Watch for information and tips on other 
Knights youth programs in the coming months!
Oh by the way, this year Supreme is requiring that all four positions on the Service Program Personnel Report, Form 365, that
need to be youth protection compliant (Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Director, and Community Director) must be 
held by 4 different individuals, and remember that this form must be submitted by August 1st, so it should one of the first tasks 
your council completes this fraternal year!

FAITH in the FAMILY, br ings LIFE to the COMMUNITY
Thanks for all you do for the Knights!     God Bless!     Vivat Jesus!
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REMINDER:  All checks sent to the Minnesota Knights of Columbus should
be made payable to:  Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
On the memo line, please list what the check is for.

Why Have a 
Council?
NCD Chairman 
Lloyd Cybart

lloyd.cybart@kofc.org 
(952) 686-7720

So why do we need a Knights of 
Columbus council? We already 
have a parish men’s club.
Why indeed? There is nothing 
wrong with a men’s club, and each 
one serves the parish as far as it 
can. So what is the difference?
A K of C council has the backing 
of the world’s largest Catholic lay 
organization. A K of C council 
has structure and programs such as 
Coats for Kids, Leave No Neigh-
bor Behind, and Faith in Action (a 
program of which Pope Francis 
said that, at this point in our histo-
ry, is exactly what the Church 
needs). A K of C council has ac-
cess to a state-wide, nation-wide, 
and world-wide organization with 
the power of unity while maintain-
ing a local purpose. A K of C 
council has access to dedicated 
men to make sure families are pro-
tected financially and to assist 
when a loved one passes on. A K 
of C council follows the path of a 
parish priest who had a vision and 
purpose to protect families and 
guide men in their faith. This is 
just a small sample of what a K of 
C council does.
Father McGivney, our founder, 
wanted a council in every parish 
with the purpose of financially 
protecting families, serving that 
priest and parish directly, and to 
provide men, especially young 
family men, with a Catholic organ-
ization with would keep them im-
mersed in their faith while serving 
and mentoring other men.
We are not in competition with 
men’s clubs or any other organiza-
tions.  If anything, we complement 
each other.
Know a parish that should have 
a council? Give me a call and 

we’ll get it started.
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Master’s Minute
District Master James Witzman

master@mnknights.org (612) 805-1846
My Brother Knights;
The month of July is dedicated to the Precious Blood of Jesus.  Celebrated 
the first weekend in July, the Precious Blood which we worship is the 
Blood which the Savior shed for us on Calvary and reassumed at His glorious Resurrec-
tion; it is the Blood which courses through the veins of His risen, glorified, living body at 
the right hand of God the Father in heaven; it is the Blood made present on our altars by 
the words of Consecration; it is the Blood which merited sanctifying grace for us and 
through it washes and beautifies our soul and inaugurates the beginning of eternal life in it. 
He died that we might live. (Excerpts from catholicculture.org)
July is also the month we celebrate Independence Day where we commemorate the Decla-
ration of Independence of the United States. The Continental Congress declared that the 
thirteen American colonies were no longer subject (and subordinate) to the monarch of 
Britain, King George III, and were now united, free, and independent states.
This makes the month of July especially meaningful to members of the Knights of Colum-
bus, because we are Catholics, and we are Americans.  We are proud to be both, grateful 
for the gift of Faith which is ours as Christian disciples and grateful for the gift of Liberty 
which is ours as American citizens.  To be Catholic and American should not mean having 
to choose one over the other.  Our allegiances are distinct, but they need not be contradic-
tory and should instead be complementary. 
As we begin our new fraternal year, I would like to congratulate all of the incoming offic-
ers and thank the current and outgoing officers for your leadership and dedication during 
this difficult pandemic year.
Coming out of last year’s pandemic restrictions means we cannot afford to take the sum-
mer off.  Summer is a great time to start recruiting new members.  Whether it is at a gradu-
ation party, a church picnic, a walk around the neighborhood, etc., ask a Catholic man to 
join us.  We need them to help us continue our good works of Defending Life and Family
while Serving God, Church, and Community.
Remember, our Order is only as strong as the next generation, and we owe it all those we 
have known over the years, who worked so hard to promote and grow the Order, to do the 
same. 
I also want to mention that our Summer “Super Degree” Exemplification is coming up on 
Saturday, July 17, 2021 at the Holy Family Maronite Church, 1960 Lexington Avenue 
South, Mendota Heights, MN.  It will be hosted by the Fr. Timothy Vakoc Assembly 
#3335, SK George Kuzelka, Navigator.  This is a one-day event where our MN State Cere-
monial Team will perform the Exemplification of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity followed 
by the Fourth Degree Ceremonial Exemplification of Patriotism.  This means that you can 
bring eligible men into the Order and they can complete all of their degrees in one day.  So 
let’s start recruiting now!  Just as each of us was asked by someone to join the Fourth De-
gree, I would ask each of us to ask one (1) Brother Knight to join us in July.
This will be an in-person event; however, we will also make available a recorded version 
for candidates of any assembly to watch if they are unable to attend in person.  If you think 
you will need the recorded version, please me know.  Registration packets are available on 
the MN State Website.
The annual Crow Wing Memorial Mass is scheduled for Sunday, July 18th at 2:00 p.m. 
Assembly is at 1:30 p.m. in the parking lot.  Mass will be celebrated at the Fr. Pierz Chapel 
located in the Crow Wing State Park, 3124 State Park Rd., Brainerd, MN.  It will be cele-
brated in memory of Fr. Xavier Pierz who was instrumental in establishing the Catholic 
faith in this area.  The Most Reverend Daniel J. Felton, Bishop of Duluth, will be the cele-
brant.  Let’s welcome our new Bishop of Duluth with a large turnout.

Keep your sword bright for Liberty's defense.  Vivat Jesus!



Supreme 
Hotline 

They help Financial 
Secretaries with any 
questions regarding 

Member Management 
or Member Billing

(203) 752-4210
Email:

ExpertFS@KofC.org

Advertising 
Can Help Your 

Council
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash  
hadashsports101@yahoo.com

Advertising comes in 
many forms, and when 
done right, your council 

gets in the spotlight. 
Email upcoming council 
events with subject line 
“My Council Events” 

to have them 
promoted by me. 

You Are My Hero  Many councils are doing good in their community,
and we would love to showcase your council’s heroes throughout the state.  It is 
not too late to get out and serve your community, and maybe you will be your 
council’s next community hero. A special thanks to all whom have helped their 
community.  You are all my heroes. Please send your story on your council heroes 
to hadashsports101@yahoo.com, so I can share them.   PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash

Auxiliary 
Corner
Ladies, your state 
board needs you 
for following posi-
tions: President, Vice-
President, Treasurer and 
3rd Person Audit, and Respect 
Life.  Prayerfully consider       
volunteering.

“Therefore, my dear brothers 
and sisters, stand firm.  Let 
nothing move you.  Always 
give yourselves fully to the 

work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labor in the 

Lord is not in vain.”
1 Corinthians 15:58.
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COATS FOR KIDS PROGRAM 2021
Co-Chairman Bob Bazinet

bazinetre@gmail.com     
(612) 615-3086

Every single Minnesota Council is eligible to plan a Coats for Kids Distribution in part-
nership with your State Council and with Supreme’s support to buy coats through your 
State Council and receive a 1 to 1 match from Supreme!!
Coats must be ordered through the MN State Council – Bob Bazinet – by Sept. 15th.

Use the order form found on the State website at https://mnknights.org/program/coats-for-
kids/ (click on the link listed under Documents on the bottom right hand corner of the 
Coats for Kids page). Specify your council number, name and location, program contact 
person, the coats ordered, the matching coats desired and the delivery location for your 
coats.  The full amount of your coat order must be paid to the MN State Council as soon 
as possible after placing your order.  EMAIL a copy of the order form to Bob Bazinet.
Matching coats must be of same value or less than coats ordered.     
Participating councils must agree to plan and conduct their coats for kids distribution be-
tween October 9, 2021 and October 26, 2021.  
Councils agree to report their distribution plan (locations, dates and times) to State Deputy 
Dave Whatmuff and the State Coats for Kids team by September 24, 2021to be eligible for 
this incredible offer.  Plan accordingly. 
Paid coat orders of 3 cases or more qualify for a Coats for Kids banner.  
Media must be welcomed and encouraged to cover your Coats for Kids event.  Coats for 
Kids is a compelling flagship charitable program of the Knights of Columbus.  Here is 
how to make your coats for kids program have a larger impact with your parish and com-
munity:
1. Find out what the needs are in your area.  Secure your pastor’s agreement to ask pa-

rishioners help you fill that need.
2. Announce what the specific need is (“There are over 500 homeless kids in School Dis-

trict XYZ alone. Many of these kids families cannot afford to provide warm winter
coats every year.  We want to help them.”)  to your parish in an a pulpit announcement
and in the parish bulletin.  Ask them to help you by (attending your fund raising break-
fast, buying raffle tickets, donating funds…) supporting your plan.

3. Run a program or activity to raise funds … using signage and if possible putting coats
on display to ask for support.  This is a critical step in engaging both the parish in what
the Knights are trying to do, and in engaging the Knights in what the council is trying
to do – help kids.  Now the Knights become the guys who want to help kids and do
something concrete about it.

4. Plan and organize the coat distribution. Invite the media.  If possible, invite parishion-
ers to join you to help with the distribution.  Make sure this involves as many Knights
as you can so it does not become a limited operation but instead helps men engage with
the charity.

5. After the distribution, report the results to the parish – thanking them - making sure
they are aware of what you were able to accomplish with their help.  We want to be
seen as an active extension of your parishes’ heart for the less fortunate and a means by
which men and families can put their faith into action.

6. Leverage local media to convey the same message to the community. Be sure to thank
and engage any and all organizations that may have partnered with you.



Dial a Knight 
Birthday 
Initiative 

Each Knight  
Receives a Call on 
His Birthday from 

his Grand Knight to 
Check In & Wish 

Him Happy Birthday

Why?????
Promotes Fraternity

Keeps Council 
Records Up-to-date
Lets Each Brother 

Know How 
Important He is to 

Your Council

Prospect Tab — It’s Time to Act!
E-members who joined our Order but have not yet joined a
council show as prospects in Officers Online, linked to the
council they are interested in or assigned to.
Council leaders are charged with contacting these mem-
bers and inviting them to join their council, then vote them 
in, and help them complete the exemplification of charity, 
unity, and fraternity.  
If the member does not want to join the council, the pro-
spect should be rejected with a note.  
These members sitting as PROSPECTS are not being en-
gaged to help with COUNCIL PROGRAMS or connecting 
with Brother Knights.
IT IS EVERY COUNCIL’s DUTY to engage these 
members quickly.  So, why do we have over 150 prospects 
sitting on Officers Online?  Leaving these men alone is 
simply not serving the Catholic man, the Order as a whole, 
or our MN councils as well as we could and should be.  
Today, I ask every GK and every DD to go onto Officers 
Online and review and engage their prospects.  Reject the 
ones who do not want to join your council.  Engage the 
rest.  You may be able to make the McGivney Award or 
STAR District by acting on this seemingly neglected pool 
of council member prospects!!     
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Does Your Council Have Kodak Moments?
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     hadashsports101@yahoo.com

How do you define your council’s Kodak Moment?  
Is it your Grand Knight putting a coat on a child 

or giving that bowl of warm soup to a homeless person in need of a bite to eat?  
Many events you do in your community put your council in the spotlight.  And when 
you’re in the spotlight, it makes you feel like you have accomplished your goal.  Your 
Kodak Moments can be captured in many ways.  This could be photos, video, website, or 
even in your local publication.  

Photos can be shared on a number of social media sites like Facebook or Instagram. 
A video can serve as a good membership recruiting tool because it shows what council 
can do. A good example of this is Council 9905 — you can view it on the state website. 
Websites give a written description of what your council does, when they do it, and who 
leads them to all the great successes. It is important you keep your website content up to 
date. With fresh content, it keeps people coming back to you and you continue to thrive.

I am pleased to announce that this fraternal year’s PR incentives are a $50 gift card and 
an assortment of K of C gear.  Councils can enter this drawing by…
· Sending me photos of council program
· Sending me a flyer of their program
· Sending me a copy of their program advertised in church bulletin
· Sending me a copy of their program published in their local newspaper
· Getting on local TV for their program
Each one of these earns ONE (1) entry.  AND you get ONE (1) entry for EACH of the 
different types of Kodak Moment per program.
**As a bonus if you send me a physical copy of the church bulletin or local publication 
with your program right up, it will earn 2 entries per program.

Deadline for submissions is April 30, 2022 
with the winner announced at the 2022 Minnesota State Convention.

Fraternal Year 
Highlights

While councils faced a challeng-
ing year for 2020-2021, they 
still worked hard and made 
communities thrive through ef-
forts of the Leave No Neighbor 
Behind Initiative.  There were 
coats given to those in need of 
warmth, food drives to help feed 
the hungry, blood donations to 
help save lives, and the reinven-
tion of meals by using takeout 
options.  Many of these pro-
grams run by councils were pro-
moted on Social Media.  It’s 
nice to share all the successes of 
what councils do for others in 
their communities, as it shows 
the great vision our founder, 
Blessed Michael McGivney, has 
taught us from the day the 
Knights of Columbus started.  It 
is my pleasure to thank the 
councils who sent me their suc-
cesses for the 2020-21 PR Con-
tests.  I received 104 entries for 
the MN Knights blanket contest 
and 34 entries for the $50 gift 
card contest.  Each winning 
council will receive their prize 
from their DD.  Contest winners 
are:

$50 Gift Card: 
Cloquet Council 5132
MN Knights Blanket:

Duluth Council 447
New Ulm Council 1076
Fairmont Council 1575
Litchfield Council 2029

Duluth St. Raphael 
Council 6791

Osseo Council 9139
Zumbrota/Pine Island 

Council 16016
Watertown Council 16106

Roundtables
A roundtable exists to support 
the needs and interests of the 
local parish and priest.  For more 
information or assistance with 
roundtables, contact Roundtable 
Chairman Laverne Klecker

laverne.klecker@sunopta.com



Guidelines for Political Activity 
From the Officer’s Desk Reference

Knights are first and foremost Catholic citizens who are members of their communities and constituents of their elected offi-
cials. A citizen most effectively petitions his elected official as an individual voter. Ordinarily, there is no need to refer to 
one’s membership in the Knights of Columbus when petitioning an elected official. The message we want to send is “I am an 
informed constituent who has a principled stand [against / in favor of] your public policy choices and I vote.” As Pope Emeri-
tus Benedict XVI reminded us: “It is imperative that the entire Catholic community in the United States comes to realize the 
grave threats to the Church’s public moral witness.”[1] To help members answer this call to faithful citizenship effectively, the 
Knights of Columbus provides the following list of political activity “DOs and DON’Ts”:

DOs
· DO become active in the political life of your local community;
· DO register to vote and encourage others to register to vote;
· DO initiate and participate in robust “get out the vote” efforts to bring voters to the polls in all primary, general, and special

elections;
· DO become informed on public policy issues of fundamental interest to the Catholic Church at the local, state, federal, and

international levels;
· DO become acquainted with public policy initiatives of the national conferences of Catholic Bishops as well as state and

provincial Catholic conferences;
· DO study and reflect upon the teachings of the Catholic Church so as to develop a well-formed Catholic conscience – a

good place to start would be to review relevant sections of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, available at http://
www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM ;

· DO order booklets on specific issues of fundamental importance to Catholics published by the Catholic Information Ser-
vice, http://www.kofc.org/un/en/cis/index.html ;

· DO share with others the Catholic Church’s teachings on moral issues of fundamental importance to society;
· DO advocate for Catholic positions on local and national legislative and other issues of fundamental interest to the Catholic

Church. This includes participation in action alert announcements that seek to make the voices of Catholic citizens heard on
legislation of fundamental interest to the Catholic Church;

· DO write letters to the editor of local newspapers;
· DO know your elected representatives and their positions on issues of fundamental interest to the Catholic Church;
· DO correspond with your representatives and let them know that you support the Catholic position on issues of fundamental

interest to the Catholic Church;
· DO thank representatives for their actions taken on issues of fundamental interest to the Catholic Church;
· DO join the Supreme Council and your State Council in advocating for public policy issues. When doing so, echo the senti-

ments and wording the Supreme Council or your State Council have already articulated; and
· DO VOTE!

DON’Ts
· DO NOT engage in any partisan political activity in the name of the Knights of Columbus. Partisan political activity is de-

fined as including activity that seeks to endorse or oppose a candidate or party in a campaign for public office.
· DO NOT make partisan political statements in the name of the Knights of Columbus. A partisan political statement is de-

fined as including statements that seek to endorse or oppose a candidate or party in a campaign for public office.
· DO NOT, on behalf of your local council, congratulate or admonish public officials in the name of the Knights of Colum-

bus.
· DO NOT, on behalf of your local council, take a position on a matter of public policy unless you are joining a position the

Supreme Council or your State Council has already articulated;
· DO NOT distribute any Knights of Columbus member lists or contact information to political campaigns or to individuals

running for office;
· DO NOT use an official fraternal title in connection with your personal political activity, except to convey biographical in-

formation; and
· DO NOT use Knights of Columbus facilities, including, but not limited to, email accounts, social media, fax machines, let-

terhead and the like, in connection with partisan political activity.
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Programs Equal Actions 
Evangelizing

Let’s face it, brothers.  There is not a Knight of 
Columbus alive who joined the Order so he could 
come to a meeting every month and discuss the 
size of the sausages to serve at the next pancake 
breakfast.  
They join to help needy kids, help paint the recto-
ry, collect and deliver food for the hungry, encour-
age young people to live their faith, and to grow in 
their own faith.  
They join to put Catholic social teaching into prac-
tice with other men like themselves.  They join to 
DO stuff!

Let your programs, your activities, 
and your ACTIONS evangelize!  

Be not afraid, open the doors to Christ, 
and invite other men  to join us as we 

Grow the Order!  

Whenever holding an event with the public, use this generic online prospect form on 
your smartphone to collect contact information from your prospects!!!  

https://info.kofc.org/us.html
https://info.kofc.org/us_sp.html (for Spanish)

Put in a council email con-
tact to receive the contact 
information from the pro-
spect and follow up!!  This 
tool does more than collect 
their information.  Supreme 
will send them information 
about the Knights and en-
courage them to become a 
member until you are able 
to bring them into your 
council through the exem-
plification of Charity, Unity 
and Fraternity.  

Invite 
Someone to 
Join Today!
Share 

the 
pride! 

Share 
the joy!

Share the 
satisfaction!

Procedures for Online Exemplification 
Forward the downloadable PDF invitation to all eligible prospects for admission and advancement. You can find 
the schedule and links to the registration pages on our State website under the Events>Degree Schedules menu.
Instruct them to register by clicking on the associated link within the PDF invitation and filling out the online form.  
Note that they will need your council number to complete the registration.
Guide them through the registration if needed.
Candidates then participate in the scheduled ceremony.
After the ceremony, councils must process the candidates by submitting Form 100s the    traditional way or electroni-
cally using Officers Online.
Candidates for admission must be approved by your council.  See the temporary rules for electronic voting.

Run this in Your 
Church 

Bulletin:
Your decision to join the 

Knights could 
define your year.

Join Catholic men just 
like you striving to 

strengthen their faith, 
their families, and their 
communities as mem-
bers of the Knights of 

Columbus.
Every Knight makes a 

difference. 
Each man brings a 

unique story, a 
particular set of skills, 

and a heart that is 
ready to serve.

We invite you to take 
this exciting step and 

join us today.
It’s an opportunity that 
could define your year 
and change your life.

KofC.org/JoinUs
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Check Out Supreme’s Webinars!!!
Join your Brother Knights from across the Order and attend our next Fraternal Mis-
sion Training Webinar.  Learn more about attracting and retaining members 
through charitable outreach, fraternal benefits, and being involved in the sacramen-
tal life of our Church.

Join us live or ANYTIME On-Demand; they are recorded
Check out past webinars, like:
¨ Faith in Action Attracts and Engages Members
¨ Recruiting - Finding Members Where They Are! 
¨ Building Mission Through Your Parish
¨ Programming Membership 
¨ And many more
Visit http://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/membership-webinar.html 

scroll down to On Demand Webinar Portal

The Supreme Council is al-
ways looking for outstanding 
council programs that can 
serve as examples for other 
councils and for prospective 
Knights of the good that a 
committed group of Catholic 
men can accomplish.  
An "after action" report com-
plete with good action photos is 
always appreciated.  What's 
even better, though, is if we 
know about the program before 
it happens.  With this 
knowledge, Supreme can assist 
in several ways, such as:
Þ arranging to capture profes-

sional photos or video of 
the program that might be 
used in Columbia or 
Knightline, on kofc.org, or 
in future video productions.

Þ helping to publicize the pro-
gram among the general 
public and/or local media.

Þ offering insight into how to 
best leverage the program 
as a membership recruit-
ment opportunity.

In addition to programs, we'd 
also like to know about out-
standing Knights.  Think of 
members who might have a 
uniquely inspiring story to tell, 
and Supreme might be able to 
provide the venue through 
which they can tell it.

Working together, we can 
highlight the good things 
happening every day 
throughout the Order, and 
help the Order to grow.  
Vivat Jesus!

Are You Socializing Yet?
Need instructions to get on Facebook or Twitter?  Request a “Social Media Toolkit” by emailing me.  In addition to Facebook 
& Twitter, I have an additional time saving tool that helps you schedule your posts in advance.  You may request this also.
If you don’t have the time to get your page set up; you can request a page that I will set up. 
NOTE: If a district deputy does not have any “computer savvy” people, and he would like maintain one for his district, I can 
create that too.

For any other questions on Social Media, feel free to e-mail me at 
hadashsports101@yahoo.com  ~  Jeremy Hadash, Social Media

Membership Recruitment Strategies
¨ Call all members and parishioners, especially those you haven’t seen or heard from in a 

while.  Ask how they’re doing.  Ask if there is anything the council can do to help them 
through these difficult days.  And ask them if they know anyone who might want to help 
the council advance it’s mission of service to the parish and community.

¨ Publicize the good works of the council and the Order.  The more men know about who 
we are and what we do, the more receptive they’ll be to an invitation to join.

¨ Make sure your parish website and/or E-bulletin has information about the Order’s Into 
the Breach and other faith formation materials.  Especially in areas where Masses are 
still cancelled or severely curtailed, these materials will fill a very real spiritual void.

¨ Have a conversation with your pastor.  What does he need?  Servers for virtual Masses?  
People to clean and     disinfect the Church, getting it ready for Masses to resume?  Be 
the organization he can count on…and remind him that with more members, you’d be 
able to provide even greater service.

¨ Conduct food drives.  One of the first things the Supreme Council did at the onset of the 
pandemic was provide direct support to foodbanks.  But the Supreme Council can’t 
make an impact in every community.  Your councils can!  And you can be visible while 
you do it.

¨ Host a blood drive.  The need for blood is great, but the pandemic has caused the cancel-
lation of many drives.  Host a drive in your church hall or council meeting place, and 
publicize it throughout your parish and community.  Make sure those members who vol-
unteer at the drive or who donate are wearing their K of C gear.

¨ Most importantly, focus on what you can do, not on what you cannot.  We all know that 
we’re limited in what we can do.  But that doesn’t mean that we’re powerless.  If you 
believe – as I know you do – that new members are needed now more than ever, I know 
you’ll figure out how to find those new members.
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Marian Icon Prayer Program
Our Lady Help of Persecuted 

Christians
Marian Icon Prayer Chair Orville Fillbrandt 
Orville@Fillbrandt.com     (612) 751-2943

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=F5dGwI2Nf3I&feature=youtu.be

This video will continue to be available on as a 
resource for councils to run virtual Marian Icon 

Prayer Services.  
Please call or email me if you have any 

questions or comments.

NOTE:  If your council has not met 
recently, offer to help your Grand 
Knight get the council back in action. 
You and he can contact your district 
deputy for assistance.  We can help 
your council put its faith into action. 
We are only waiting for the invitation 
to help you!!

Sample Bulletin 
Announcement

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Knights of Columbus is a trusted 
name, tried by �me, present where 
men are, providing inspiring re-
sources and support for strengthen-
ing your faith and living a life of vir-
tue.

Knights lead with faith. Knights pro-
tect our families. Knights serve 
those in need.

When the world says men should 
step aside, Knights of Columbus 
step up.

We are Catholic men. We live by 
principles informed by faith.  We are 
sons, fathers, husbands, and grand-
fathers. Join us on life’s greatest 
adventure to discover the man God 
calls you to be.

BECOME A KNIGHT
KofC.org/JoinUs

Sample Recruitment 
Announcement to put in 

your Parish Bulletin

*******************
Lead With Faith

Protect Your Family
Serve Others

Defend Your Values
Become a Knight 
Join Us Today

KofC.org/JoinUs

Live Online Exemplifications
Held the 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 

Wednesday of every month 
at 8:00 p.m.  

The schedule and links to the registration pages are on 
our State website at MNKnights.org under

Events>Degree Schedules

Remember: Every council activity 
is an opportunity to evangelize and 

invite other men to join us in doing 
God’s work here on ear th!

Continue to Grow the Order, and 
increase our capacity to do good!

On Par for Star 
Need help with recruitment?  Contact your District Deputy, your 

Field Agent, or State Membership Director Patrick Farrelly.
They will be glad to assist you.  Your success is their first priority.
Do you have enough programs?  Need new ideas?  Contact your 

District Deputy, one of our Program Chairmen, or State Program Director Joe George. 
Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!  You may be amazed by what you and your 

council can accomplish as you open the doors to Christ!  Vivat Jesus!

St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member 

or friend serving in the military?  
Request a St. Michael Medal to 

be sent to them from our 
State Chaplain.

There is no cost to you or the 
military service person.  The 

military person does not need to 
be a man, a Knight of 

Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in 
the military, their rank, branch 
of service, and address to State 

Chaplain Fr. Gabriel Walz. 
He will send the medal (and a 

prayer book if requested) direct-
ly to the serviceman/woman.  
Please email your requests to: 
statechaplain@mnknights.org 
Prayers from our Minnesota 

Knights’ families are very im-
portant to our military men and 
women.  Continue to pray for 

them and their safety. 

Online Membership KofC.org/JoinUs
Great option for those gentlemen who want to help out with the big picture and 

learn more about us and those who aren’t ready yet to join a local council.
The perfect answer to, “I don’t have the time to join right now.”

For more information, contact IPSD Marc Peters
(612) 247-2220       ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org
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Building the Domestic Church: The Family Fully Alive
Visit http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/

Minnesota KC 
Student Loan Fund

Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213

daly.daly@frontiernet.net
(See page 21 for more info)

Order 
wheelchairs 

to use in your 
parish or 
distribute 

in your area.  

Or turn in funds to help buy 
wheelchairs to be 

donated to help the 
Persecuted Christians

in the Middle East.
When ordering wheelchairs or turning 

in funds for wheelchairs, please use the 
form found on page 20. 

This form can also be found on the 
State Website at mnknights.org.

Use K of C Napkins 
at Council Events 

Cases of 8000 K of C Napkins 
(40 bundles of 200 napkins sealed in plastic wrap) 

Cost is $135 (plus shipping) 
Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder 

(320) 485-4448
schoenfelderkk@tds.net

SAMPLE EMAIL:
Dear [NAME],
[X] years ago I joined the Knights of Columbus, and it’s one of the best decisions I’ve ever 
made.
Being a member has helped me to grow and to give back. It’s given me great opportunities, 
lifelong friends, and a host of memories that will stick with me.  It’s allowed me to put my faith 
in action, and do my small part to help those in need.
We do a ton of great things, but my favorite is our [NAME OF PROGRAM (example: Coats for 
Kids program)] which [EXPLAIN WHAT IT DOES (example: gives new, free winter coats to un-
derprivileged children)]. It’s amazing how [EXPLAIN HOW IT HELPS (example: happy the chil-
dren are with their new coats, and how grateful the parents are for the help)].
I know that you would have the same great experiences too.  That's why I'm inviting you to 
join online today.
Joining takes only five minutes.  It's a great way to get started and learn more about what we 
do.  Check it out at kofc.org/joinus.  You’ll like what you see. We’re the largest Catholic men’s 
organization in the world, and we’ll be better with you on our side.
So what do you think?
Let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
[NAME]
P.S. If you do join, be sure to put in our council number [NUMBER] so we can have you join 
our local group.

TO JOIN: www.kofc.org/joinus
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Fr. Michael 
McGivney 

Guild  
Please join the Fr. 

McGivney Guild, and support his cause 
for canonization.  To sign up, please visit 

www.fathermcgivney.org/

DELTA DRIVES 
Not Your Old 

Fashioned 
Church Drive

Councils have to grow to 
survive.  That means invit-
ing men to join your council 
is part of your core mission.  
I am betting you don’t think 
of membership intake that 
way, but that’s just the truth.  
Inviting men to join us is as 
important as planning a food 
drive or pancake breakfast 
or blood drive.  Having new 
men and new ideas is actu-
ally MORE important for 
the long-term health of your 
council than making sure 
any single program suc-
ceeds in meeting the needs 
of those less fortunate, be-
cause of all the people who 
can be helped in the future 
by a prosperous council.

Delta Drives MUST be or-
ganized, intentional invita-
tions to the community for 
Catholic men to join the 
Knights of Columbus.  Plan 
and hold a Delta Drive and 
make sure your message 
goes out by email and in 
bulletins as well as live an-
nouncements.  

Delta Drive 
scripts and 

announcements 
are on the State 

website at
https://

mnknights.org/
delta-drive-
resources/



Northwest
Patrick Dolan, General Agent
2315 N University Dr
Suite L-5
Fargo ND 58102
Office: (701) 298-9922
Patrick.Dolan@kofc.org
East Central & NE
Joe Caouette, General Agent 
161 Main Ave W
Winsted MN 55395 
Office: (320) 485-2202
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org
Metro Area  
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1301 E Cliff Rd, Suite 110 
Burnsville MN 55337 
Office: (952) 686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org
Southwest
Jon Beebe, General Agent
2 Dart Dr
Watertown SD 57201
Office: (605) 882-8689
Fax: (605) 882-0019
Jon.Beebe@kofc.org
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The Value of Membership Referrals 
As professional insurance agents, one of the things we appreciate most is when one of our 
Brother Knight clients or his wife refers another member to us.  This is a great endorse-
ment of the service we provide.  It tells us that they were so pleased with what we helped 
them accomplish that they want us to help others achieve the same level of financial safety 
and security.  When we meet with you, please pass along the names of those who might be 
able to benefit from the analysis that we provide. 
Similarly, there is no stronger membership recruiting tool than the referral.  How many of 
us know an eligible Catholic male who is not a member of the Knights of Columbus?  Do 
you have Catholic family member or friend, local or not, who has yet to join?  Most like-
ly, they’ve never been asked and don’t know enough about the Order to seek out member-
ship on their own. 
If you have names of potential members, please pass them along to us or your grand 
knight.  Let us know if we can use your name when we contact the gentleman in question.  
It’s always more effective to tell a candidate for membership that he was recommended by 
a current member, especially someone he knows.  Don’t worry if the candidate is outside 
the area we serve or beyond the district of the local councils.  We can make sure we put 
these future members in touch with the right people in their communities. 
New members are the lifeblood of the Order.  All the good deeds done by the Order are 
driven by the members.  Just last year, Knights gave given more than $187.6 million to 
charity and provided in excess of 77 million hours of service.  And our membership has 
merely scratched the surface in North America.  Imagine the potential. 
Give us a call or email!

Choose a 
Knight of the 
Month Each 

& Every 
Month!

Select a Knight 
to honor each month.  

Publish it in your council 
newsletter and present him 
with a Knight of the Month 

certificate. 
Choose a Knight of the Year 
from these gentlemen, and 
submit the Knight of the 
Year form to State Program 
Director Joe George with 
your other program year-end 
reports by April 1st.  

Use these on Form SP-7 

Family of the Month 
Congratulations to the Greg Haines Family 

of Lino Lakes Council 9905
This program has changed to having only one monthly 

winner per participating jurisdiction and there are new rules 
for how to submit your family. Instructions are below.

Choose a Family of the Month every month.  Honor your council’s 
families and show them their dedication and the example they set 
is greatly appreciated.  Present them with a Family of the Month 
certificate!  Enter them into Supreme’s contest!  One family from a Minnesota Coun-
cil is selected each month by Supreme!  We publish this information in our Online 
Knightly News editions.
Choose a Family of the Year from your Families of the Month and submit the Family 
of the Year form to State Program Director Joe George with your other  program year-
end reports by April 1st.  Use these on Form SP-7.

Supreme has again updated their reporting process for Family of the Month.  
Submissions must be completed online using 

Fraternal Programs Report Form #10784.  
It is found by going onto kofc.org 

and choosing Programs under the What We Do menu.  
Click on resources and the link to the form is listed on that page.  

You enter your member number and last name and Supreme will email you a link 
(at the email you have on file with Supreme).  

Questions?
Contact Manager of Family Programs Robert Nayden 

at robert.nayden@kofc.org 



Minnesota Jurisdiction Organizational Chart



When ordering wheelchairs or turning in funds 
to buy wheelchairs, please use the form below.  
It can also be found on the State Website at 
mnknights.org
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Council	Number	_________________		Location	(City)	_____________________________________________

□ Church	Drive
Date of your council’s Wheelchair Church Drive:  __________________________________________________________  
The total dollar amount of donations received during this Wheelchair Church Drive: $______________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of the presentation?  _________

□ Other	Fundraising	Activities	for	the	Global	Wheelchair	Mission
Briefly describe any other activities your council did to raise funds for the Global Wheelchair Mission 
(e.g.: Pancake Breakfast, Car Wash, Dinner/Dance, etc.)  Use back if needed:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Total dollar amount raised during other fundraising activities: $______________________        
Total number of man-hours donated to raise funds for this wheelchair order:  __________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of these activities?  _________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Wheelchair	Order
Total dollar amount of donations for this order: $______________________

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Minnesota @ $150.00 each: __________________

Size and number of chairs requested by council:   _____ 14 inch     _____ 16 inch     _____ 18 inch   _____ 20 inch
COUNCIL WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PICKING UP THE CHAIRS THEY ORDER.

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution to Persecuted Christians in the Middle East @ $150.00 each: __________

Make checks payable to Minnesota Knights of Columbus with Global Wheelchair Mission on the memo line.

For tax purposes, private donations or gambling funds may make checks payable to Minnesota Knights Foundation.

Date: _____________________________    Grand Knight: ___________________________________________________

Phone #: _________________________________   Email: ___________________________________________________   

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________   

City:_________________________________________________  State & Zip:___________________________________

Send the completed form and check to the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Secretary.  
See the State Newsletter or visit www.mnknights.org for his address.  
You will be notified of date and location for wheelchair pickup.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Global Wheelchair Mission Form



· KC Members

· Wives

· Children

· and immediate 
family members 
of a deceased 
Knights if the 
Knight was in 
good standing at 
the time of death. 

Eligibility of 
Applicants

· 3.5% Fixed      
interest rate.

· Interest        
accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed.

· No payments 
required until  
completion of 
BS/BA Degree.

· No credit 
checks.

Terms
Loan 

Amounts

$2,500.00
Vo-Tech

Freshman
Sophomore

Junior 
Senior
Grad       

Student

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 
is a designated 501(C)(3) Non-Profit corporation and your          
personal donation is tax deductible.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc

PO Box 126
Belle Plaine, MN  56011

KC Student 
Loan Board

Ken Mueller
507-285-9205

Paul Haik
612-333-7400

Dr. Fred Brown
612-812-9293

Mark Glatzel
320-267-1485

Patrick Conn
763-286-7409

Patrick Glenski
507-289-8783

All Seminarians and religious vocations 
may borrow money to complete their         
vocational studies free of interest.  Upon 
ordination, a Priest, Brother or Nun will 
have one year of his or her loan forgiven 
for each year they remain in their vocation.

Administrator:
Michael J. Daly
952-873-2213

Email:
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Contact  
InformationSeminarians & Religious Vocations

Support this Program






