
State Chaplain Fr. Gabriel Walz
(218) 894-2296
statechaplain@mnkights.org
Assoc. State Chaplain Fr. Martin Schaefer
(507) 494-8841
associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org
State Deputy David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997
statedeputy@mnknights.org
IPSD Marc Peters 
(612) 247-2220
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org
State Secretary Dan DeCrans
(218) 255-1125 
statesecretary@mnknights.org 
State Treasurer Bou Gazley
(507) 259-7851
statetreasurer@mnknights.org 
State Advocate James Terwedo 
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 
State Warden Jesse Kosloski
(218) 330-5648 
statewarden@mnknights.org 
District Master James Witzman
(612) 805-1846
master@mnknights.org
State Membership Director Patrick Farrelly
(763) 218-3816
membershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Program Director Joe George
(651) 253-3112    
programdirector@mnknights.org
Administrative Assistant 
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
Editors Bob & Peni Penas 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Monthly Dedication 
May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin in honor of the Feast of our Lady of Fatima 
on May 13th.  In 1917, our Lady appeared to three shepherd children in Fatima, Por-
tugal.  In this apparition, our Heavenly Mother’s message was to pray for the conver-
sion of hearts, repentance from sin, and devotion to her Immaculate Heart.  Also, our 
Mother identified herself as “The Lady of the Rosary” as a special call to pray the 
Rosary as an instrument of world peace.  This month, we ask the intercession of our 
Heavenly Mother for peace in the world and the end of the persecution of Christians 
by praying devoutly the mysteries of the Holy Rosary.
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“Founded in Faith”

If You Want to Change the World 
Start Off by Making Your Bed

State Deputy Dave Whatmuff     
statedeputy@mnknights.org     (763) 772-2997  

I just watched a video with this title, where, in part, a Navy Admi-
ral describes the torturous training undergone by SEAL candidates.  
He talks about the constant bullying by the instructors during “Hell 
Week” and continuous urging to quit under the most extreme con-
ditions ... swimming through shark infested waters at night, immersed up to the neck 
in freezing mud for eight hours.  He talks of the class which started with 150 men 
who thought they were tough, and ended with 42 who knew they were.
I had my own “Hell Week” on survival during pilot training in the Royal Air Force, 
but perhaps in retrospect I should call ours “Purgatory Week,” because it certainly 
sounds soft in comparison with the extraordinary SEAL training.  During my survival 
training, we were “the crew of a Vulcan bomber aircraft bailed out behind enemy 
lines,” so we had the Personal Survival Pack (PSP) which included a one-man inflat-
able dinghy, a large “Wilkinson” knife, a waterproof pack of matches, and survival 
rations ... a couple of hard-tack biscuits and bouillon cubes, and water purifying bro-
mine tablets, which made water safe to drink, but made it taste so disgusting that you 
only drank it when very thirsty.  We also had the parachute from our supposed 
bailout.  We formed the dinghy and parachute into a kind of backpack during the day 
while we hiked through “enemy” territory ... and into a rudimentary tent which we 
camouflaged with grass and leaves at night.  Our week was one of hunger, discom-
fort, exhaustion, dehydration, and for some, nicotine-withdrawal (I was a two-pack a 
day smoker at the time, but had none that week and have not had a single cigarette 
since).  However, we did not have instructors bullying and urging us to quit ... their 
goal was to train us how to behave if we should ever be in this situation in real-life, 
not to weed-out the “weak” but to give both weak and strong the necessary skills to 
survive.
Why am I telling you this?  In fairness to the admiral whose basic message was to get 
the simple things right first, I hope that it is self-evident that we Knights don’t limit 
our membership to only those Catholics who are the most faithful to our Church’s 
teachings; we provide programs to encourage our members to aim for an increase in 
Faith.  We don’t only recruit members who are great at public speaking and recruit-
ing; we provide training to help our members improve their skills in recruitment. 
We know that our members are not perfect, but our aim is not to eliminate the imper-
fect.  Instead, we work on the imperfections and strive to become better Catholics, 
better husbands, and better fathers.  Vivat Jesus!

March Top Recruiters
Congratulations to our top recruiters for 

March – College Council Chairman Dave 
DuPaul with four new members and 

State Retention Chairman Lonnie Spaeth 
with three new members brought in!  

Each earns a $25 gift card!  
Please note that the proposer number must be entered 
when members join for us to be able to count these.
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Report deceased member 
names to Fraternalism 

Director Randy 
Lindstrom at 

mnkcfc@gmail.com
609 25th Ave SW

Willmar, MN 5620

Include the deceased 
Brother Knight’s name, 
date of death, council 
number, town, next of 

kin, and if he was a 
former DD, 

State Officer, etc.  

Remember, the FS 
needs to file a 

Form 100 
informing Supreme 

Memoriam
Please pray for 
these  deceased 
Brother Knights
and their families

Aurora Council 4477
Roger Licari

Austin Council 1201
John Beckel

Glencoe Council 4842
Leonard Blazinski

Plainview Council 1781
George Kruger

Mora Council 5078
Robert Lanoue

St. James Council 3427
Joseph Kline

Silver Lake Council 1841
Alex Fiecke

Lake City Council 1865
David McKenzie 

COVID Recovery Program
State Deputy Dave Whatmuff     
statedeputy@mnknights.org     

(763) 772-2997  
I hope that by now everyone is aware of the COVID Recovery Program 
announced by Supreme. 
The CRP, as it is known, is an initiative to encourage councils to bring 
new life into their programs and activities with strong support for their pastors and parish-
es.  Now that restrictions are being somewhat relaxed due to use of vaccines and improved 
education about sanitizing and social distancing, parishes are needing help as churches are 
opening, and we Knights need to be prepared to provide that help.
Many councils have been able to continue throughout the COVID pandemic, but this is 
not true for all, and so an important aspect of this program is for each council to work 
with their DD to develop a plan to meet its specific needs.  For councils who do not have a 
DD, we will appoint another fraternal leader to work with you.
Use of technology will be important for any council to be able to engage all their mem-
bers, even those who are unable or unwilling to attend meetings in-person, and this is also 
a valuable way to involve younger members who are more familiar with its use.
An initial step is to meet with your pastor to determine what assistance he needs and how 
your council can help with enabling the parish to recover.  Since this was a recommended 
step in the “Leave No Neighbor Behind” initiative, many councils have maintained con-
tact with their pastor, but the situation is constantly changing. and it is important to keep 
up-to-date with the parish’s needs.
A guidebook will be available on the Supreme website, and this will be an important tool 
as this program is rolled out.  Your DD or other representative will use this to guide you 
through the necessary steps.

The Resource>Training menu on our State website MNKnights.org, 
will provide access to training information and links.

It is important that every council is engaged in this program, so we can emerge from this 
very dark year stronger and better equipped for the future.  Vivat Jesus!

Pennies for Life 
Dave Johnson, a Knight in Crystal Council 3656 and a teacher at St. Raphael’s Catholic School, 
recently led a Pennies For Life service project in which students and teachers brought in their loose 
change to benefit the prolife cause.  Their small school was able to raise $288, and the Crystal 
Council joined in with a matching donation.  The funds were sent to First Choice Clinic in Cannon 
Falls, MN to support an ultrasound drive led by Cannon Falls Council 4481.  When Dave Johnson 
learned of this, he said, “This brings such joy to our hearts at St. Raphael’s.  Our nation is facing 
some challenging times in defending our culture of life.  St. Raphael’s is extremely happy for this 
opportunity to join the Knights of Columbus in helping save the lives of unborn children.”



NOTE:  If your  council has 
not met recently, offer to help 
your Grand Knight get the 
council back in action.  You 
and he can contact your dis-
trict deputy for assistance.  
We can help your council put 
its faith into action.  We are 
only waiting for the invitation 
to help you!!
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Bear Witness
State Chaplain Father Gabriel Walz

statechaplain@mnkights.org      (218) 894-2296
By the blood of the lamb shed for the Passover Meal and sprinkled over 
the doorposts and lintels of their homes, the People of Israel were deliv-
ered from the wrath of the Angel of Death and the bondage of slavery in 
Egypt (Exodus 12:7).  So, the stage was set for a new covenant relation-
ship between God and His People [Israel].  And in His benevolent Plan, 
God the Father prepared our world to send His Son many hundreds of years before He 
came.  
The Passover was to be the context for the institution of the Eucharist (Luke 22:7-8).  
There is no reference to a lamb in the Last Supper accounts because Jesus Himself is the 
Lamb of Sacrifice (John 1:29; Matthew 26:26-29).  This New Covenant relationship with 
God, established with the Blood of the Lamb (Jesus) from the cross, is re-presented at each 
celebration of the Mass (Catechism, 1366).  It is not “represented” (symbolized) but “re-
presented” (made present anew) at the celebration of the Mass.  Just as the Israelite People 
were immersed anew in their flight from Egypt and their covenantal bond with God each 
time they celebrated the Passover, so are we there at the foot of the cross and at table with 
our Lord whenever we stand before the altar at Mass.  
So, it is that in the first reading on the first Sunday of this month, we find the apostles 
standing before the Sanhedrin on trial for yet proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
Inspired by the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32) and nourished by their celebration of the Eucharist 
(Acts 2:42), they were not afraid even in the face of those early persecutions.  
Two-Thousand years later, we pray in this Easter Season for the courage to bear witness 
[like the apostles] to what we have seen and heard (cf. Acts 4:20).  Vivat Jesus!

FLASH 
INCENTIVE

Any council earning the 
McGivney award for member-
ship intake this year will have 
their July MN State per capita 
waived!  
This is a BIG deal and worth 
$8 per billable member.  What 
will your council use this mon-
ey for?  Support a seminarian 
through  RSVP?  Give to the 
hungry under the Food for 
Families Program?  Maybe 
you’ll use it to buy coats for 
kids next fall?  

This is a way to kick start your 
fraternal year by growing the 
order now!  

Not only will you save the 
State per capita but your coun-
cil’s top recruiter will get a 
check for $100 from the State 
Council!  
Councils MUST REGISTER
on Mnknights.org to qualify!!! 

SUPER FLASH 
INCENTIVE

Every member brought into 
your council from April 1 
through June 30 will earn your 
council $100 from the State 
Council!!  
New Members must join the 
Order during that time frame, 
and they must have be brought 
fully into your council by June 
30 to qualify. 

DRAWING STANDINGS
Your State Council is offering an exciting incentive package for member recruitment this 
year!  Each member who recruits 3 new members to the order before May 31, 2021 will 
be entered into a drawing to win his choice of the couple’s getaway packages (details on 
page 11)!!  One winner will be drawn at the June 26, 2021 Organizational Meeting.  Eve-
ry additional 3 members you recruit will earn an additional entry in the drawing.  Here are 
the gentlemen who are entered in the drawing so far.  On page 6 is a listing of the 21 men 
who are only one recruitment away from an entry in the drawing.

Members 
Total 
YTD

Getaway 
Entries MEMBER NAME

17 5 DAVID L DUPAUL
9 3 CHRISTOPHER K DUNA
9 3 DAVID J PRITSCHET
8 2 CHRISTOPHER P MASSOGLIA
6 2 ANDREW R POOLE
6 2 WALTER B KIEFFER
6 2 JOSEPH A EYMANN
5 1 BRIAN D LACHERMEIER
5 1 MICHAEL P HARRINGTON
5 1 STEVEN L MAGES
5 1 NATE SMITH
4 1 LEE A JARDINE
4 1 LONNIE H SPAETH
4 1 GERALD J MEHR
3 1 DENNIS L DORAN
3 1 JOSH PHINNEY
3 1 JOSEPH T FUREY

The Odds 
of 

Winning 
Are Good

Recruit 3 
members 
and get 

your 
name 

entered in 
the 

drawing



“Father Wants You” 
Membership Campaign
To be held at least twice a year:

1. Meet with your parish priest 
to explain the campaign you 
would like to run, to get his 
permission, and to invite 
him to write his own letter  
of invitation or have him       
approve a “Father Wants 
You” invitation letter.

2. Ask for permission to use 
the parish membership roster 
or parish directory and a list 
of members who have joined 
the parish since it was          
published.

3. Compare this listing to your 
current roster and create a 
list of those men who do not 
belong to your council.

4. Form a team of council 
members who are active in 
the parish and know many of 
the parishioners

5. Have this team meet and 
highlight those men they 
know and would recommend 
for membership.

6. Have your parish priest look 
over the list of prospects, 
and see if he would like to 
add any other names to the 
list.

7. Schedule an open house to 
be attended by Father, your 
field agent, your council  
officers, the team, council 
members, prospective          
members, and the wives of 
these gentlemen.

8. Send out invitation letters to 
these prospective members.  
Track who attends and who 
does not, so you can invite 
those who did not with a 
“Father Still Wants You” 
letter for the next open 
house.

9. Host an open house.

Programs Equal 
Actions 

Evangelizing
Let’s face it, brothers.  
There is not a Knight of 
Columbus alive who 
joined the Order so he 
could come to a meeting 
every month and discuss 
the size of the sausages to 
serve at the next pancake 
breakfast.  
They join to help needy 
kids, help paint the recto-
ry, collect and deliver food 
for the hungry, encourage 
young people to live their 
faith, and to grow in their 
own faith.  
They join to put Catholic 
social teaching into prac-
tice with other men like 
themselves.  They join to 
DO stuff!

Let your programs, 
your activities, and your 
ACTIONS evangelize!  
Be not afraid, open the 

doors to Christ, 
and invite other men 

to join us as we 
Grow the Order!  
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Come Holy Spirit!
Associate State Chaplain Martin Schaefer

associatechaplain@mnknights.org

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit Acts 2:4 
Whoever was there at the first Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended 
received the power of Holy Spirit. Each began speaking in tongues receiv-
ing a new anointing of courage and boldness. The coming of the Holy 
Spirit was not reserved for only a particular time and place. The Holy Spirit pours gifts 
upon all believers, generation after generation.
On May 23, we will celebrate Pentecost, the descending of the Holy Spirit and the birth of 
the Church. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “Through his grace, the Holy 
Spirit is the first to awaken faith in us and to communicate to us new life, which is to 
‘know the Father and the one whom he has sent, Jesus Christ.’ ” CCC 684
What would it be like to experience the Holy Spirit like the first Apostles or to be filled 
with joy at the celebration of the Mass spontaneously praising the Lord? What does it look 
like for us to live in the Holy Spirit and feel his power within our hearts? We can make a 
bold choice today asking for a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit upon the work of the 
Knights of Columbus and upon each of our parishes. Let’s pray that our eyes and hearts be 
open to the working of the Holy Spirit among us and to participate in a new way in the 
Mission of Jesus Christ. Let’s call upon the Holy Spirit to awaken our faith and communi-
cate new life knowing the Father and the one whom He has sent, Jesus Christ. Let’s not 
waste any time witnessing a new freshness, new courage and a new boldness.  Come Holy 
Spirit, Come!  Vivat Jesus!

MARCH 2021 TOP RECRUITERS 
Council 

#
Recruited 
in March MEMBER NAME (Recruiter)

397 4 DAVID L DUPAUL                
1076 3 LONNIE H SPAETH               
3473 2 BRIAN L FRANCK                
4374 2 JOSH PHINNEY                  
5647 2 ALSTON N DUTCHIN              
9261 2 MICHAEL H GADACZ              

13506 2 MR JOSEPH P BINISH            
16455 2 STEVEN L MAGES                

945 1 TODD G DEMING                 
945 1 TROY J LIEBL                  

2018 1 JAMES R REHDER                
2129 1 ANTHONY ROSEMEIER           
3820 1 JACOB R BERTRAM               
4914 1 JAMES J LUDOWESE              
6374 1 CHRISTOPHER MASSOGLIA       
9261 1 BRIAN E LORENZ                
9598 1 MR JOSEPH P GATTO III         

11679 1 DAVID J PRITSCHET             
13506 1 MR GREG M WANZEK              
13506 1 WILLIAM L MURPHY              
14013 1 JOSEPH T FUREY                
14616 1 JAMES W POHLMANN              
14616 1 KENNETH C SINCLAIR            
14616 1 PHILIP M CICHON               



Supreme Membership Incentives
TRIP TO NEW HAVEN — The top four district deputies and top four grand knights by 
percent of net intake will be awarded a trip to the birthplace of the Order.  A total of 8 
trips (4 to district deputies and 4 to grand knights) will be awarded.  Each awarded trip 
will go to a district deputy/grand knight and his wife and cover roundtrip airfare, trans-
portation to/from hotel, and activities including a trip to the Knights of Columbus Muse-
um and St. Mary’s.  Other local attractions will be added as fit with the schedule. The trip 
will occur in September/October 2021.

BLESSED MICHAEL J. MCGIVNEY MEDALLION FOR 5 NEW 
MEMEMBERS RECRUITED — To celebrate the beatification of our 
founder, Father Michael J. McGivney, commemorative medallions will be 
awarded to every recruiter who recruits 5 or more members during the 
2020-2021 fraternal year.

Remember, we need to support our seminarians.
They are the future of the Catholic Church here in Minnesota.

Councils, please sponsor at least one seminarian through the RSVP program.  
Ask your diocese for a list of seminarians you can help support.

To stretch your RSVP funds, remember that for every $500 given to an individual, 
the Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly $100 

up to a maximum of $400 per individual supported.  
Don’t forget to provide your “adopted” seminarians or religious aspirants with moral support and prayers for their success.

More information can be found at www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/rsvp.html#/
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Effort is Needed
Immediate Past State Deputy Marc Peters   

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org      
(612) 247-2220    

A few weeks ago, I attended the 2021 Spring Fourth Degree Exemplifi-
cation.  Congrats to the 100+ candidates who became Sir Knights virtu-
ally.  Saturday morning I had time to judge the Knight of the Year and 
the Family of the Year entries.  All state officers will judge and score these, and that will 
determine this year’s winner.  I don’t know who the final winners are.
It only took all of 30 minutes to do the judging.  Out of the 280 plus councils we have in 
our state, about 9 sent entries for each category.  Some of the entries went into great de-
tail, and some didn’t.  
I know each council has someone who stands out or a family who stands out.  We want to 
hear about these people and what they do in connection with the Knights.  Yes, this 
means putting a bit of effort into the entry - NOT one sentence answers.  How about a 
picture of the Knight or the family?  Include some news clippings, council newsletters, 
and letters of thanks.  Write something that tells a story.
I hear, “Why are there the same winners all the time?”  That is true to an extent.  Why?  It 
is because the council sends us a great entry.  Maybe it’s in a binder.  It has pictures.  It  
really tells a story.  It was probably a month’s work on getting it ready for presentation.  
We judge what is presented to us.  One entry I knew did a lot more than what was written 
down.  I had such an urge to take my pencil and to add to it, but that wouldn’t be fair to 
the others that I don’t know as well.
All I am asking is for some effort on showing off your council, its members, its families, 
and its programs.  Be proud of what your council is to the parish and the community.  
This summer, let’s start on next year’s entries, so when we meet at Breezy Point in 2022, 
we’ll have something to judge that is worthwhile.

KofC.org/JoinUs

PROSPECT TAB 
It’s Time to Act!

E-members who joined our Order 
but have not yet joined a council 
show as prospects in Officers 
Online, linked to the council they 
are interested in or assigned to.  
Council leaders are charged with 
contacting these members and 
inviting them to join their coun-
cil, then vote them in, and help 
them complete the exemplifica-
tion of charity, unity, and frater-
nity.  
If the member does not want to 
join the council, the prospect 
should be rejected with a note.  
These members sitting as PRO-
SPECTS are not being engaged
to help with COUNCIL PRO-
GRAMS or  connecting with 
Brother Knights.
IT IS EVERY COUNCIL’s 
DUTY to engage these mem-
bers quickly.  So, why do we 
have over 150 prospects sitting 
on Officers Online?  Leaving 
these men alone is simply not 
serving the Catholic man, the 
Order as a whole, or our MN 
councils as well as we could and 
should be.  
Today, I ask every GK and every 
DD to go onto Officers Online 
and review and engage their pro-
spects.  Reject the ones who do 
not want to join your council.  
Engage the rest.  You may be 
able to make the McGivney 
Award or STAR District by act-
ing on this seemingly neglected 
pool of council member pro-
spects!!     

RSVP
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Strong Mission
State Warden and Forms Chairman Jesse Kosloski

statewarden@mnknights.org    jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
(218) 330-5648

With all of the rain and snow we have had in April, the May flowers 
should be amazing.  May has arrived along with the State Convention. I 
can't wait to see some old faces and some new ones as fraternity is a 
major part of our organization.  So far, we are not up to full capacity for events but it is a 
step in the right direction.
Ten (10) months of this fraternal year are officially gone.  Has your council been making 
strides towards the STAR Council Award?  As I have said in the past, this should be eve-
ry council’s goal.  It is an important tool in determining how effective your council is.  If 
your council is falling short in a specific area, this needs to be corrected.  Membership is 
important for the longevity of not only your local council but for the State Council and 
the Supreme Council.  If we don't keep building on our membership, we will not be able 
to fulfill Blessed Father McGivney's mission of helping our Church and our community.
At this point, the only form left to submit is the Columbian Award Application (SP-7). 
Supreme has made it even easier to complete this year, so every council should receive 
this award.  With all of the opportunities our general agents and field agents have given 
councils, every council should also receive the Founders’ Award.  Now that we knocked 
2 of the 3 required awards out of the way, that leaves Membership (the Father McGivney 
Award), and this should also be a piece of cake to achieve.  Less than half of all eligi-
ble Catholic men are part of the Knights of Columbus.  As I have heard in sermons every 
year, we need to be "fishers of men!!"
We can do this Brother Knights.  We need to show the world how strong of a mission 
Blessed Father McGivney's mission really is!!  If you need help, ask.  Vivat Jesus!

Reduction in Council Membership Goals for 
McGivney Award!

2020–2021 Revised Requirements: The membership quota for the Father 
McGivney Award has been reduced by 20%.  This is AFTER the baseline 
of 5% that was set at the beginning of the fraternal year.  Find 
your current quota on Officers Online. Take that number and multiply by 
0.80. This is your adjusted membership goal. When necessary, round 
numbers using standard practice. For example: 5.1 through 5.4 round to 5 
and 5.5 through 5.9 round to 6. 

Earn Columbian Award - Reduced Requirements 
All councils should complete & submit the SP-7 

Columbian Award application this year!!  
Only 10 programs are required to earn the Columbian Award!
2 in each program area – faith, community, life and family
2 additional programs in any of the four program areas.
Featured programs still count for 2 program credits.
Submit your SP-7 BY JUNE 30, 2021!!

Fraternal Benefits Night – Founders’ Award
EVERYBODY CAN EARN THIS!!!

Councils earn the Founders’ award by promoting and attending two Frater-
nal Benefits Nights this year.  Councils that completed one already need to 
complete a second one before June 30.  The statewide FBN hosted by our 
General Agents is the perfect opportunity for you to complete this!! See 
info on State Website and talk to your Field Agent to promote!  
NOTE: Seminars hosted between March 1 and June 30 will get double 
credit!!!

Councils MUST complete and submit Form 11077 
after the webinar to their general agent to qualify.

Yearly Top 
Recruiter
Evangelist

Stop, children, 
what’s that sound, everybody look 

what’s going on!!
There is excitement and energy 
afoot as parishes and councils 
begin to come back to action!  

Councils are bringing men into the 
Order in increasing numbers in 

response to our incentives! 
We decided to extend the 
deadline for the yearly top 

recruiter to MAY 31.  
The Emerald Green “Evangelist” 
Sport Coat will be announced and 

awarded at the State 
Organizational Meeting June 26.  

BUT THAT’S NOT ALL!!
These men have brought in two new members this 
year.  When they bring in one more new member by 
May 31, they will earn a chance in the getaway          
giveaway drawing!!   See page 11 for more info

Members 
Total YTD MEMBER NAME

2 JOHN E ARENS
2 PATRICK L ANDERSON
2 ANTHONY L ROSEMEIER
2 CLEMENT B NEIL
2 MARK D GRENINGER
2 BRIAN L FRANCK
2 RODNEY J THOLEN
2 JAMES J CROSS
2 JAMES J LUDOWESE
2 ROBERT M MCMANUS
2 ALSTON N DUTCHIN
2 TODD D SALMONSON
2 JAMES M STALBERGER
2 DAVID J ANTUS
2 DAVID WHATMUFF
2 MICHAEL H GADACZ
2 PATRICK J CARLSON
2 JOSEPH P BINISH
2 KENNETH C SINCLAIR
2 ROBERT L SPEHAR
2 FABIAN L YAKLIN



Advertising 
Can Help Your 

Council
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash     
hadashsports101@yahoo.com

Advertising comes in 
many forms, and 
when done right, 

your council gets in 
the spotlight. 

Email upcoming 
council events with 

subject line 
“My Council Events” 

to have them 
promoted by me. 

Invite 
Someone to 
Join Today!
Share the 

pride! 
Share the 

joy!
Share the 

satisfaction!

Procedures for Online Exemplification 
Forward the downloadable PDF invitation to all eligible prospects for admission and advancement. You can find 
the schedule and links to the registration pages on our State website under the Events>Degree Schedules menu.
Instruct them to register by clicking on the associated link within the PDF invitation and filling out the online form.  
Note that they will need your council number to complete the registration.
Guide them through the registration if needed.
Candidates then participate in the scheduled ceremony.
After the ceremony, councils must process the candidates by submitting Form 100s the    traditional way or electroni-
cally using Officers Online.
Candidates for admission must be approved by your council.  See the temporary rules for electronic voting.

MN Knightly News  
May 2021

page 7

May is the Best
State Membership Director Patrick Farrelly

membershipdirector@mnknights.org
pfmaplegrove@aol.com

(763) 218-3816
May is the BEST month to bring in new members.  It’s not yet June, so we 
have time to make sure candidates attend a degree before the new fraternal 
year.  There is little chance of snow in May to mess up our plans for Delta Drives and pro-
grams with an outside component.   May is a time of beginning and possibility in Minnesota, 
with bets on when “ICE OUT” will come.  We’re still focused on home and parish life, and 
the weekend exodus to cabin country has not begun in earnest.  
This is our May newsletter.  May is the present, and NOW is the best time to invite men 
where they are in life to join us to become better fathers, better husbands, and better Catho-
lics.  Not tomorrow, not yesterday, but now!
Being a Knight of Columbus is being a man of courage and conviction.  Being a Knight is 
being a man of action, of values and principles brought to life in service.  Being a Knight is 
making a sincere gift of ourselves to others.  Being a Knight is following Christ in concrete 
ways and being a light shining in the darkness.
We are special.  We are not Catholics who are phoning it in.  We are struggling with our 
faith in a culture that seeks to undermine it.  We support our priests and our Church and 
work to support the social justice teachings of our Church.
It seems to me that many young people feel the absence of structure, the absence of meaning 
and deep purpose in their lives, and they are looking for it, often with some desperation.  
Happiness can be elusive and fleeting as materialism and consumption leaves empty that 
place in their souls that seeks to know and love God.  Life, it turns out, is not just about our 
needs, after all.
We have what they are looking for!    
Life is about service and the search for relationship with the God who loves us.  
We try too hard to convince men that we don’t expect much of them if they join us.  Only a 
couple hours a month or year, or whatever.  They don’t have to come to meetings to be 
Knights.  Maybe that’s not what they need to hear.  
If we want to give them what we have, if we want to grow in service together and strengthen 
our faith, we need to ask them to show up.  No athlete expects to perform at peak levels 
without spending time preparing, conditioning, learning, and practicing.  Winning teams 
need to concentrate on the basics together. 
The same goes for Knights.  We need to show up.  We need to concentrate on the fundamen-
tals of Christian family life – prayer, self-sacrifice, and charity – together.  
What will happen when we become the Knights we are called to be, unapologetically ex-
traordinary men of faith and action, men of courage and conviction and invite others to join 
us?
Let’s find out together.  



The Supreme Council is al-
ways looking for outstanding 
council programs that can 
serve as examples for other 
councils and for prospective 
Knights of the good that a 
committed group of Catholic 
men can accomplish.  
An "after action" report com-
plete with good action photos is 
always appreciated.  What's 
even better, though, is if we 
know about the program before 
it happens.  With this 
knowledge, Supreme can assist 
in several ways, such as:
Þ arranging to capture profes-

sional photos or video of 
the program that might be 
used in Columbia or 
Knightline, on kofc.org, or 
in future video productions.

Þ helping to publicize the pro-
gram among the general 
public and/or local media.

Þ offering insight into how to 
best leverage the program 
as a membership recruit-
ment opportunity.

In addition to programs, we'd 
also like to know about out-
standing Knights.  Think of 
members who might have a 
uniquely inspiring story to tell, 
and Supreme might be able to 
provide the venue through 
which they can tell it.

Working together, we can 
highlight the good things 
happening every day 
throughout the Order, and 
help the Order to grow.  
Vivat Jesus!

Are You Socializing Yet?
Need instructions to get on Facebook or Twitter?  Request a “Social Media Toolkit” by emailing me.  In addition to Facebook 
& Twitter, I have an additional time saving tool that helps you schedule your posts in advance.  You may request this also.
If you don’t have the time to get your page set up; you can request a page that I will set up. 
NOTE: If a district deputy does not have any “computer savvy” people, and he would like maintain one for his district, I can 
create that too.

For any other questions on Social Media, feel free to e-mail me at 
hadashsports101@yahoo.com  ~  Jeremy Hadash, Social Media
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2 Months Left in This Fraternal Year
State Program Director Joe George

1926 72nd Street ~ Centerville, MN 55038     
programdirector@mnknights.org     (651) 253-3112   

That’s right campers, we only have 2 months left of this fraternal year.  
How is your council doing on programs?  There is still plenty of time left 
to make sure your council earns the Columbian Award for this year.  Be-
low are the updated/reduced number of programs needed for this year. 
Have your council members attended a spiritual retreat this year?  There are many retreat 
houses around the state that are back to holding weekend retreats as well as week long re-
treats.  Spiritual Reflection is Featured Program.  Requirements: For two program credits 
toward the Columbian Award, host or attend a Spiritual Reflection (for the men of the 
council and the parish) that is at least a day long and is attended by at least 10 men or 10% 
of your council, whichever is fewer.
Now that Churches have opened back up, maybe your council could start up a Rosary Pro-
gram before Mass every week.  Lord knows the wor ld needs all the prayers it can get.  
I’ve heard in the coming years, there will be a priest shortage.  Consider the REFUND 
SUPPORT VOCATIONS PROGRAM (RSVP).  What a great way to help these guys 
who are studying for priesthood pay for their education. 
Now that folks are returning to Church, they might be looking for new literature support-
ing prayer and for spiritual program booklets.  The Building the Domestic Church Kiosk
would be a great addition to your gathering space. 

Whatever your council does this spring, remember, do it with prayer and always think, 
WWFMD. “What would Father McGivney Do”

There have been some updates from Supreme on Star Council requirements for this frater-
nal year only. They are as follows:  During this time of pandemic restrictions, it is im-
portant to recognize councils that made significant progress toward earning council 
awards.  Accordingly, for this year only, the following criteria revisions are instituted to 
make council awards more achievable:

Columbian Award (Programs)
Conduct at least 10 program activities (reduced from 16)
- At least 2 activities in each category of Faith, Family, Community, and Life
- At least 2 additional activities in any categories

McGivney Award (Membership)
Achieve Revised Membership Goal (20% reduction from original quota)

Founders’ Award (Insurance)
Host two virtual or in person benefits seminars with the field agent before June 30
Benefit seminars hosted between March 1 and June 30 will get double credit

Star Council Award
No change to all other Star Council requirements (reports, safe environment, etc.)

Thanks for all you do for the Knights. 
If you have any questions about programs or Faith in Action, 

please feel free to contact me. 
FAITH in the FAMILY, br ings LIFE to the COMMUNITY.

God Bless!  Vivat Jesus!



Support Seminarians & Religious
It is time for councils to consider their support of the 
Pennies for Seminarians and Religious Scholarship 
Funds.  These funds have been decreasing the last 
few years.  I have a suggestion that may help councils 
receive additional funds to support their council con-
tributions.  My council, when sending out dues state-
ments, includes a list of dedicated funds that mem-
bers can contribute to.  This list is also sent to honor-
ary life members to see if they would like to contrib-
ute.  It is amazing the contributions we receive from 
honorary life members.  Many contribute well over 
the amount that they used to pay as dues.  
As Knights of Columbus and good Catholics, we 
need to make sure our seminarians are able to remain 
in the seminary training as the priests to keep our 
faith strong in the future.
Realizing that many fundraisers were cancelled this 
year due to the pandemic, we strongly encourage eve-
ry council to still contribute something to these funds.  
Every Minnesota seminarian receives money from 
the Pennies for Seminarians Fund.  The Religious 
Scholarship Fund is distributed as determined by the 
requests from our bishops.  There is no easier way to 
support vocations than through a donation to either of 
these funds.
God bless you all during this year of recovery!!!
Pennies & Scholarship Funds Chairman Al Kempf
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Master’s Memo
District Master James Witzman 

master@mnknights.org 
(612) 805-1846 

My Brother Knights,
I would like to wish all of the ladies of our Knights of Columbus family and 
especially Lady Debbie a very Happy Mother’s Day.  Without your constant love and sup-
port, we would not be able to perform the good works of the Knights of Columbus. May, 
the month dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, is normally part of the Easter season, the 
period of fifty days which lasts from Easter to Pentecost.  During this time, we celebrate 
the Lord’s Resurrection from the dead; a celebration which culminates with his Ascension 
to the Father and the sending of the Holy Spirit to the Church on Pentecost.  It is a fitting 
time to dedicate oneself to the Blessed Virgin Mary, to recall her intense joy over her 
Son’s Resurrection and the comfort and guidance she gave to the apostles during this diffi-
cult period.
Our Spring Exemplification had 107 candidates including 6 priests and 13 deacons who 
became Sir Knights.  Congratulations to all of them and a huge thank you to everyone who 
worked tirelessly to recruit these new members so that we are able to continue to carry out 
the good work of the Fourth Degree.
If you have candidates who were not able to join us for the Spring Exemplification, then 
save the date of Saturday, July 17, when we will be holding our annual “Super Exemplifi-
cation” in Mendota Heights at Holy Family Maronite Church.  This is a one-day event 
where our state ceremonial team will do the Exemplification of Charity, Unity, and Frater-
nity followed by the Fourth Degree Ceremonial Exemplification of Patriotism.  This means 
that you can bring eligible men into the Order, and they can complete all of their degrees 
in one day.  Details will be on the mnkights.org website and mailed to each assembly. 
Keep your sword bright for Liberty's sake.  Vivat Jesus!

Choose a 
Knight of the 
Month Each 

& Every 
Month!

Select a Knight 
to honor each month.  

Publish it in your council 
newsletter and present him 
with a Knight of the Month 

certificate. 
Choose a Knight of the Year 
from these gentlemen, and 
submit the Knight of the Year 
form to State Program 
Director Joe George with 
your other program year-end 
reports by April 1st.  Use 
these on Form SP-7 

27th Annual Minnesota Knights of 
Columbus Family Camping Weekend

The weekend will be held at Brookside Campground near Blooming 
Prairie, MN from August 27 to 30.  All Knights and their families are 
invited to attend.  The weekend includes Rosary and prayer time, 
Mass on Saturday night, and lots of fun, with bean bag and horseshoe 
tournaments, and time around the campfire.
Brookside has many things to offer a family.  You can just relax and 
visit or enjoy the heated swimming pool, basketball and volleyball 
courts, gaga ball, hiking trails, and kayak and canoeing access.  There 
will also be crafts for kids on Saturday morning and wagon rides on 
Friday and Saturday evenings.  Brookside is a pretty, wooded 
campground along the Cedar River.  
The campground is south of Blooming Prairie and about 12 miles 
from Austin, MN for those who like to check out the surrounding ar-
ea.
For more information, contact Roger and Deanna Coudron at 507-532
-6766 or deanna@coudron.com.  You can also look up Brookside on 
the internet at www.campatbrookside.com or call them 507-583-2979
If you wish to reserve a campsite, you can call or email the 
campground and ask for sites reserved by the Knights of Columbus.  
The sites will be held until June 1st, 2021.  We have scheduled an ear-
lier deadline for holding sites for our group in consideration of the 
campground, as they need to be able to release the sites for others who 
wish to camp there. If you think you will be camping with us, it would 
be best to reserve as soon as possible, as the sites will go fast.  We 
would appreciate it if you also contact us by phone or email to register 
with the Knights of Columbus, so we can plan for the catered meal.  
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Whenever holding an event with the public, use this generic online prospect form on your 
smartphone to collect contact information from your prospects!!!  

https://info.kofc.org/us.html or   https://info.kofc.org/us_sp.html (for Spanish)

Put in a council email contact 
to receive the contact infor-
mation from the prospect and 
follow up!!  This tool does 
more than collect their infor-
mation.  Supreme will send 
them information about the 
Knights and encourage them 
to become a member until 
you are able to bring them 
into your council through the 
exemplification of Charity, 
Unity and Fraternity.  

Run this in 
Your Church 

Bulletin:
Your decision to 
join the Knights 

could define 
your year.

Join Catholic men 
just like you striv-
ing to strengthen 

their faith, 
their families, and 
their communities 
as members of the 

Knights of 
Columbus.

Every Knight 
makes a 

difference. 

Each man brings 
a unique story, 
a particular set 
of skills, and a 

heart that is ready 
to serve.

We invite you to 
take this exciting 
step and join us 

today.

It’s an opportunity 
that could define 

your year and 
change your life.

KofC.org/JoinUs

Regional Membership Cup as of March 31st
Marc Peters’ Region 9 has consolidated the lead with a 7% 
increase over last month, the first one to break the 50% mile-
stone!  Bob Hurd’s Region 4 is still in second but has dropped 
back several lengths, with Orv’s Region 8 holding onto third 
against a strong challenge by Keith Heitkamp’s Region 6, who 
has the best showing this month with over 10% increase!  Joe 
Checco’s Region 1 is leading the pack in the middle of the 
field, with Jeff Bagniewski’s Region 7, Craig Larson’s Region 
2, and Dennis Boeckers’ Region 3 jockeying for position.  
Mario Desouza’s Region 5 is still having trouble getting going 
at the back … maybe time to start using the crop Mario! :o)
Our state membership intake stands at 433 at this date, with 286 having joined councils, now 
almost 150 candidates available for council membership.  These men are already Knights, so 
the hard work of recruiting is done!  Contact them now to help out your region!
Originally the finish line was to be the end of April, so that we could make the presentation at 
the State Convention, but due to the limitation on attendance, we have decided to let the race 
continue to June 15th, and announce the winner at the Organizational meeting.  So, don’t give 
up yet, there’s time for any of these regions to move up the field!

District 56 DD Jim Eddleston (Region 8) has tightened his hold on the title of leading District 
with 20 new council members, with DD52 Patrick Farrelly (Region 9) barely holding onto 
second with 16, against a challenge by D2 and D47, each with 15.



Supreme 
Hotline 

They help Financial 
Secretaries with any 
questions regarding 

Member Management 
or Member Billing

(203) 752-4210
Email: 

ExpertFS@KofC.org
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You Are My Hero
Many Knights have embraced “Leave No Neighbor Behind” and are helping in and giving to our communities.  We 
are here to be here for one another, and those who stand out are heroes of their community.  What if someone came 
up to you and said, “You are my hero!”  How would that make you feel?  It would make you feel special, right?  
Many councils are doing good in their community, and we would love to showcase your council’s heroes throughout 
the state.  It is not too late to get out and serve your community, and maybe you will be your council’s next commu-
nity hero. 
A special thanks to all whom have helped their community.  You are all my heroes. Please send your story on your 
council heroes to hadashsports101@yahoo.com, so I can share them.

REMINDER: 
All checks sent to the 
Minnesota Knights of 

Columbus should be made 
payable to: Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus 

On the memo line, please list 
what the check is for.

The Catholic Difference

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values 
Ethical Sales & 

Investing
Service to the 

Church and the 
Community

GETAWAY DRAWING MOVED TO JUNE ORG MEETING
Deadline now May 31, 2021

MN State Council will waive the State per Capita for councils earning the 
McGivney award by June 30, 2021 so we have extended the deadline for recruiters 
to earn a chance in our Fabulous Breezy Point Getaway drawing to MAY 31. 

One chance in this getaway drawing is earned  for every 3 members brought 
into a council while being listed as their proposer.

Don’t BREEZE Over this chance to win a getaway by bringing in new members!!
Recruiting incentive for everyone!!!

Your State Council is offering an exciting incentive package for member recruitment this 
year!  Each member who recruits 3 new members to the order before May 31, 2021 will be 
entered into a drawing to win his choice of the couple’s getaway packages below!!  One 
winner will be drawn at the June 26, 2021 Organizational Meeting.  Every additional 3 
members you recruit will earn an additional entry in the drawing.
The lucky winner will choose one of the following:
Option 1 – for the Golfing couple
BREEZY’S DIAMOND GOLF PACKAGE
Your package includes 3- 4 days of unlimited golf with power cart on Breezy’s Whitebirch 
and Breezy’s Traditional Golf Course.  Included is lodging in the Breezy Inn for 3 nights, 
choice of menu dinners at the Marina II Restaurant or Antlers Restaurant, and breakfast or 
brunch each day. PLUS a $100 Spa treatment for the lady at Breezy’s Serenity Spa, and 
we’ll even pay the mileage for your travel from home to Breezy Point!
Option 2 – for the Fishing couple
BREEZY’S ALL INCLUSIVE SOCIAL PACKAGE AND GUIDED FISHING
Your package includes 2 nights lodging in the Breezy Inn, breakfast each morning in the 
Marina II, lunch each day at the Dockside Lounge, dinner each evening at the Marina II, 
Antler’s, or Dockside Lounge and beverages at Dockside, Antler’s, or the Marina II.  PLUS 
a fishing guide will pick you up at Breezy for a full day of guided fishing on one of the 35 
lakes in the Brainerd & Crosslake Area.  They will provide everything needed for a great 
day of fishing.  All you'll need is a valid Minnesota fishing license, some snacks and re-
freshments, and they'll take care of the rest. O f course, we’ll pay the mileage for your trav-
el from home to Breezy Point!
Option 3 – for the couple who just want to relax and enjoy each other’s company
A TASTE OF BREEZY
4 day 3 night package for 2 that includes lodging in the Breezy Inn, Breakfast each morn-
ing at the Marina ll, 3 Dinners - one night at Antlers Restaurant, one night at Palmer’s 
Grille, and one night at the Marina ll Restaurant … all with your choice of the menu that 
includes premium steaks, seafood, and combos such as Prime Rib and cold water lobster, 
with a glass of house wine with dinner at each restaurant.  Also, a $100 spa treatment for 
the lady at Breezy’s Serenity Spa, PLUS a $250 gift card to allow you to enjoy the local 
attractions, such as the Crosslake Historic Pioneer Village, the Northern Trackers Railroad 
Club, the Nordic House, or cruise Pelican Lake on the Breezy Belle.  All this, and mileage 
from your home to Breezy Point!
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Membership Recruitment Strategies
¨ Call all members and parishioners, especially those you haven’t seen or heard from in a 

while.  Ask how they’re doing.  Ask if there is anything the council can do to help them 
through these difficult days.  And ask them if they know anyone who might want to help 
the council advance it’s mission of service to the parish and community.

¨ Publicize the good works of the council and the Order.  The more men know about who 
we are and what we do, the more receptive they’ll be to an invitation to join.

¨ Make sure your parish website and/or E-bulletin has information about the Order’s Into 
the Breach and other faith formation materials.  Especially in areas where Masses are still 
cancelled or severely curtailed, these materials will fill a very real spiritual void.

¨ Have a conversation with your pastor.  What does he need?  Servers for virtual Masses?  
People to clean and     disinfect the Church, getting it ready for Masses to resume?  Be 
the organization he can count on…and remind him that with more members, you’d be 
able to provide even greater service.

¨ Conduct food drives.  One of the first things the Supreme Council did at the onset of the 
pandemic was provide direct support to foodbanks.  But the Supreme Council can’t make 
an impact in every community.  Your councils can!  And you can be visible while you do 
it.

¨ Host a blood drive.  The need for blood is great, but the pandemic has caused the cancel-
lation of many drives.  Host a drive in your church hall or council meeting place, and 
publicize it throughout your parish and community.  Make sure those members who vol-
unteer at the drive or who donate are wearing their K of C gear.

¨ Most importantly, focus on what you can do, not on what you cannot.  We all know that 
we’re limited in what we can do.  But that doesn’t mean that we’re powerless.  If you 
believe – as I know you do – that new members are needed now more than ever, I know 
you’ll figure out how to find those new members.

Roundtables
A roundtable exists to 
support the needs and in-
terests of the local parish 
and priest. 

The roundtable coordina-
tor marshals the members 
from that parish in sup-
porting specific activities 
for that parish. They give 
the parish a voice in the 
council.

For more information 
or assistance with 

roundtables, contact 
Roundtable Chairman 

Laverne Klecker
laverne.klecker@sunopta.com

New Council Development …  THANKS!
NCD Chairman Lloyd Cybart

lloyd.cybart@kofc.org     (952) 686-7720 
Who Will Lead Us?

New Council Development…WHY? Don’t we have enough councils? Where are we going to get the extra 
members? If we let our neighboring parish form its own council, where are we going to get new mem-
bers? Who is going to lead this new council?

Brothers, since taking over this position, I’ve heard lots of objections, but in the end, Father McGivney wanted a council in  
every parish for very explicit reasons. In his own words:
“Our primary object is to prevent people from entering Secret Societies, by offering the same, if not better, advantages to our 
members. Secondly, to unite the men of our faith throughout the Diocese of Hartford, that we may thereby gain strength to aid 
each other in time of sickness, to provide for decent burial, and to render pecuniary assistance to the families of deceased mem-
bers.” He asked pastors to “exert your influence in the formation of a council in your parish.”

In today’s world, the “Secret Societies” are not really a factor any longer. But is there an equal or greater threat to our 
faith? How about the increased secularism that is leading our numbers away from the Church? Or the more self-centered atti-
tudes that are prevalent in society today as opposed to the Christ-centered and service-centered commitments we all knew in the 
past? Who can lead us back to God? Social Media? The News? No, it’s us, by our words, examples, and deeds.

Father McGivney’s plan was not only for men in each parish to take care of each other and their families, but to also serve that 
parish on a local and unique way. He wanted the Knights of Columbus to aid that parish priest by serving as spiritual examples 
and leaders in that parish. Basically, Father McGivney knew that strong Catholic men were the foundation of each parish.

I challenge each leader to identify one parish that is in need of Father McGivney's vision. Give me a call and I can help you, by 
your own example and guidance, lead our numbers back to the true light of the world.

By our perpetual greeting, Vivat Jesus!



Marian Icon Prayer Program
Our Lady Help of Persecuted 

Christians
Marian Icon Prayer Chair Orville Fillbrandt
Orville@Fillbrandt.com     (612) 751-2943

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=F5dGwI2Nf3I&feature=youtu.be

This video will continue to be available on as a 
resource for councils to run virtual Marian Icon 

Prayer Services.  
Please call or email me if you have any 

questions or comments.

Sample Bulletin 
Announcement

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Knights of Columbus is a trusted 
name, tried by �me, present where 
men are, providing inspiring re-
sources and support for strengthen-
ing your faith and living a life of vir-
tue.

Knights lead with faith. Knights pro-
tect our families. Knights serve 
those in need.

When the world says men should 
step aside, Knights of Columbus 
step up.

We are Catholic men. We live by 
principles informed by faith.  We are 
sons, fathers, husbands, and grand-
fathers. Join us on life’s greatest 
adventure to discover the man God 
calls you to be.

BECOME A KNIGHT
KofC.org/JoinUs

Sample Recruitment 
Announcement to put in 

your Parish Bulletin

*******************
Lead With Faith

Protect Your Family
Serve Others

Defend Your Values
Become a Knight 
Join Us Today

KofC.org/JoinUs

Live Online Exemplifications
Held the 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 

Wednesday of every month 
at 8:00 p.m.  

The schedule and links to the registration pages are on 
our State website at MNKnights.org under

Events>Degree Schedules

Remember: Every council activity 
is an opportunity to evangelize and 

invite other men to join us in doing 
God’s work here on ear th!

Continue to Grow the Order, and 
increase our capacity to do good!

On Par for Star  
Need help with recruitment?  Contact your District Deputy, your 

Field Agent, or State Membership Director Patrick Farrelly.
They will be glad to assist you.  Your success is their first priority.
Do you have enough programs?  Need new ideas?  Contact your 

District Deputy, one of our Program Chairmen, or State Program Director Joe George. 
Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!  You may be amazed by what you and your 

council can accomplish as you open the doors to Christ!  Vivat Jesus!

St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member 

or friend serving in the military?  
Request a St. Michael Medal to 

be sent to them from our 
State Chaplain.

There is no cost to you or the 
military service person.  The 

military person does not need to 
be a man, a Knight of 

Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in 
the military, their rank, branch 
of service, and address to State 

Chaplain Fr. Gabriel Walz. 
He will send the medal (and a 

prayer book if requested) direct-
ly to the serviceman/woman.  
Please email your requests to: 
statechaplain@mnknights.org 
Prayers from our Minnesota 

Knights’ families are very im-
portant to our military men and 
women.  Continue to pray for 

them and their safety. 

K of C Auxiliary Corner
Happy Mothers Day!
Let's encourage one another to help change 
the culture, and dive into scripture so we can 
become more magnetic Christians.
"The harvest is abundant but the laborers are 
few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers 
for his harvest." Luke 10:2
Those words spoken by Jesus nearly 2000 years ago ring 
even more true today.

Online Membership KofC.org/JoinUs
Great option for those gentlemen who want to help out with the big picture and 

learn more about us and those who aren’t ready yet to join a local council.
The perfect answer to, “I don’t have the time to join right now.”

For more information, contact IPSD Marc Peters
(612) 247-2220       ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org
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FIA Spiritual Reflection ~ 2020-21 Featured Program
Spiritual Reflection Chairman Dan Hindes     danh1225@gmail.com     (612) 237-4794 

Do It Yourself - Create annual opportunities for prayer and reflection together as a fraternity.  Under the guidance of their 
chaplain, councils can attend a retreat or day of reflection together or perhaps organize their own event for the men of their par-
ish – or may be open to entire families.  If councils are unable to organize these events themselves, they could attend an existing
retreat as a group.  As a featured program. Spiritual Reflection counts as two credits toward the Columbian award.
Overview - Many Catholics can attest that religious retreats are radically rejuvenating spiritual events that often leave a lasting 
impact on participants’ relationship to their faith. In conjunction with pastors, councils and jurisdictions can hold low-cost re-
treats of their own. These events might be open only to council members or men of the parish – or may be open to entire fami-
lies. If councils are unable to organize these events themselves, they could go as a group and attend a retreat in their area to sat-
isfy the requirement.
Council Chairman Role and Responsibilities
• Plan a day of reflection or weekend retreat. 
• Build public interest for the event!
• Complete and submit all associated reporting forms 
Action Steps
1. If you are planning a day of reflection or weekend retreat of your own with your pastor, obtain his permission and recommen-

dations on conducting the Spiritual Reflection Program.
2. Prior to the Spiritual Reflection, use the sample press release as a model to create and distribute a tailored release to local me-

dia.
3. Build public interest for the event! Promote the Spiritual Reflection in your parish and larger community through a variety of 

efforts:
• Prominently display promotional posters (which can be ordered through Supplies Online)
• Bulletin announcements
• Pulpit announcements
• Posting on your council and parish website / social media pages

4. On the day of the event, wear Knights of Columbus-branded apparel and have the council membership director set up a table 
with              

brochures and membership documents (including Prospect Cards #921A).  Do not forget that this event is a recruiting oppor-
tunity!
5. Enlist a fellow Knight or community member to photograph the event. 
6. To gain credit for your program, complete the associated reporting forms and submit them.  Remember to retain copies.
Guidelines for the Spiritual Reflection Program
· The definition of a “reflection” is broad but should be a day-long event at minimum and could possibly encompass an entire 

weekend.
· Councils can attend religious retreats and days of reflection organized by other groups.  However, if they are attending a re-

flection and not planning it themselves, council attendance should be significant with at least 10 percent of the council or a 
minimum of 10 members participating.

· Reflections and retreats can be held at the council level, but councils could also collaborate with other councils in the area to 
host a Spiritual Reflection.

· If planning a retreat for the council, consider holding it on church property and have volunteers pack lunch or provide their
own meals to defer costs.

· Be creative!  Make a pilgrimage to a nearby basilica, monastery, or convent.  Celebrate Mass with the religious or your chap-
lain/pastor.

· It is strongly encouraged that councils incorporate Mass within their program, celebrating the liturgy with your chaplain/
pastor.  Also, incorporate opportunities for other sacramental and liturgical activities such confession, Eucharistic adoration, a 
rosary, or all of these.

“Outside” Retreat Possibilities
· Local retreat houses
· Diocesan newspaper or website
· Your own/other parish retreats/days of reflection, e.g., Lent, Advent, other
· Into the Breach is an apostolic exhortation by Bishop Olmstead of Phoenix which explores the need for men to step into the 

breach in the battle for the family. The Knights of Columbus has produced a series of 12 videos based on Bishop Olmstead’s 
work which can be used as the basis for retreats.

Remember: Every council activity is an oppor tunity to evangelize
and invite other men to join us in doing God’s work here on ear th!  

Continue to Grow the Order, and increase our capacity to do good!



Remember to File 
your Council 
Paperwork!

Form 185 and Form 365 and 
your other council reports 
and forms help the State 
Council and  Supreme Coun-
cil send information to coun-
cil leadership, monitor the 
health of your council, keep 
up-to-date with what is hap-
pening in your council, see 
where we need to improve,    
offer assistance, or make 
changes, and much more.  
We are here to help your 
council succeed and   contin-
ue to grow and  improve as 
you serve our communities.

Continue to mentor 
your newest members 

and engage your 
current members.  
Invite them to share 

their ideas. 
Hold programs 

that interest them, 
and invite them 

to help out.
Invite prospective 

members to help out 
on projects, too.
Let them see that 
we are the people 

they want to be with 
who are doing the 

projects they want to be 
part of.

K of C Safe 
Environment 

Program 
For questions or concerns or to 
receive a handbook containing 

Knights of Columbus Safe 
Environment Program policies and 

procedures, please go online at 
kofc.org or submit your request to 

youthleader@kofc.org
(203) 800-4940

File your Council 
990-N e-Postcard 

to Maintain 
your Council’s 

Tax-exempt Status

The Importance of Keeping 
Your K of C Roster Up-to-Date

Retention Chairman Lonnie Spaeth      lspaeth@newulmtel.net
How often does your council review your membership roster for address accuracy?  I’m hoping it’s at 
least 2 times per year.  How often have you wanted to communicate with a member, such as sending 
him a bill for dues, but did not have his current address?  Read on to find a good solution.
The only way Supreme can have correct member addresses is if councils make sure their roster address-
es are up-to-date.  The grand knight needs to assign this job to a council officer.
Here is how you will know that an address on the roster is incorrect.  It will have an asterisk (*) in the 
address column (preceding the address for that member).  In fact, Supreme posts this message on the 
bottom of each roster page as a reminder:  *MAIL RETURNED BY POSTAL SERVICE (MEMBER 
NOT RECEIVING COLUMBIA, ETC).
The next question you may ask is, “Where can I find correct addresses for these members?”   

I.  If member is still local
A. Check the local phone book
B. And continues to go to a local church, ask the member 
C. And no longer attends the local church, ask for help from the church office   
D. Contact people in the phone book with same last name (one may be a relative and

and will provide you the address) 
E. Contact a former neighbor of the member (they may be keeping in contact with that  member 

because they are good friends)
II. If member has moved out of town

A. Try D above
B. Try E above
C. Use online search tools like:

1. PeopleLooker.com
2. Thatsthem.com
3. Whitepages.com
4. Yellowpages.com/whitepages

Of course not all online search options are free, so that is why I use www.thatsthem.com.   Besides be-
ing free, it gives a current address and phone numbers - sometimes even an email address.  With so 
many landlines not being used anymore, many people are no longer listed in the phonebook, so this is a 
great tool to acquire phone numbers.  
If you prefer to use a website that is not free, maybe a district can spread the cost over all the councils 
in that district.  Or maybe 2 or more districts want to share the cost of the program decided upon.
The search options listed above were received by our State Officers from Missouri State Retention 
Chairman Bill Stump.  You can find a copy of his complete list of options by going to 
www.MNKnights.org and select the following:
· Contact
· Membership
· For help finding lost members click “here” (this if found at the end of Carl Anderson remarks)

MN Knightly News  
May 2021
page  15

Leave No Neighbor Behind 
and send photos and info to 

Supreme and to us at 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com



Dial a Knight 
Birthday 
Initiative 

Each Knight  
Receives a Call on His 

Birthday from his 
Grand Knight to Check 
In & Wish Him Happy 

Birthday

Why?????
Promotes Fraternity

Keeps Council 
Records Up-to-date
Lets Each Brother 

Know How 
Important He is to 

Your Council

Check Out Supreme’s 
Webinars!!!

Join your Brother Knights 
from across the Order and at-
tend our next Fraternal Mis-
sion Training Webinar.  Learn 
more about attracting and re-
taining members through char-
itable outreach, fraternal bene-
fits, and being involved in the 
sacramental life of our Church.
Join us live or ANYTIME On-

Demand; they are recorded
Check out past webinars, like:
¨ Faith in Action Attracts 

and Engages Members
¨ Recruiting - Finding Mem-

bers Where They Are! 
¨ Building Mission Through 

Your Parish
¨ Programming Membership 
¨ And many more
Visit http://www.kofc.org/en/

members/resources/
membership-webinar.html 

scroll down to 
On Demand Webinar Portal
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When is it Time to Transfer a K of C Member?
State Retention Chairman Lonnie Spaeth

lspaeth@newulmtel.net

Do you know when it’s time to transfer a K of C member out of your council?  In my 
opinion, this enters the urgent status when a member transfers out of state.  As State 
Retention Chairman and as membership director of my own council, I find that when 
a member moves out of state, he can quickly loose ties to his council.  One of the first 
signs is when he stops paying K of C dues.  I suspect he may think, “Why should I 
keep sending a check back to my old council when I’ve been separated from them for 
“X” number of years?”  And soon after that, his address and phone number become 
obsolete; now communication with him really gets tough.
What council the member is attached to is totally up the K of C member.  Once in a 
while, a member who moves to a different city and sometimes a different state, wishes 
to keep his membership with his original council.  He just needs to be asked.  One 
reason may be that he intends to move back in a few years; again, you don’t know 
what his intentions are unless you ask him.  That info needs to put in the K of C rec-
ords for future reference.
In most cases, a transfer of his membership needs to be initiated by your council.  The 
process is simple; here’s what I recommend:
I.   Review you council roster every 6 months 
II.  When you see an address that shows he has moved out of state, contact him

A.  If you don’t have a correct address or phone number, my previous article 
shows you how to find it
1. Go to www.MNKnights.org
2. Select:  Resources
3. Select:  Newsletters
4. Select:  Dec. 2020 Supplement
5. Go to:  Page 10

III. If he is willing to transfer his membership to a council near his new home, tell him    
you will help him
A.  If he knows what council he wants to join:

1. Fill out a Form 100 with all the boxes filled in that you can
i. Your FS can help, especially with member #

2. Send it to the member, requesting him to complete the form including his 
signature

3.  Include an envelope addressed to the new council FS
i. This is easily attained by calling Supreme:  800-380-9995
ii. You should put a note in this envelope giving the new FS your vitals and 

what you are trying to accomplish
B.  If he does not know what council to join

1. Go to Supremes website to find a council
i. Go to:  www. KofC.org
ii. Select:  Get involved
iii. Select:  Find a council
iv. Input zip code

2. This will provide you with a few council options with which to discuss with 
the member

3. Then go to III. A. above to complete the process

If you have any questions about this process, be sure to email me at 
lspaeth@newulmtel.net



Building the Domestic Church: The Family Fully Alive
Visit http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/

Minnesota KC 
Student Loan Fund

Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213

daly.daly@frontiernet.net
(See page 22 for more info)

The Catholic Difference
Knights of Columbus Insurance

Catholic Values 
Ethical Sales & Investing

Service to the Church and the 
Community

Order 
wheelchairs 

to use in your 
parish or 
distribute 

in your area.  

Or turn in funds to help buy 
wheelchairs to be 

donated to help the 
Persecuted Christians

in the Middle East.
When ordering wheelchairs or turning 
in funds for wheelchairs, please use 

the form found on page 21. 

This form can also be found on the 
State Website at mnknights.org.

Use K of C Napkins 
at Council Events 

Cases of 8000 K of C Napkins 
(40 bundles of 200 napkins sealed in plastic wrap) 

Cost is $135 (plus shipping) 
Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder 

(320) 485-4448
schoenfelderkk@tds.net

SAMPLE EMAIL:
Dear [NAME],
[X] years ago I joined the Knights of Columbus, and it’s one of the best decisions I’ve 
ever made.
Being a member has helped me to grow and to give back. It’s given me great opportuni-
ties, lifelong friends, and a host of memories that will stick with me.  It’s allowed me to 
put my faith in action, and do my small part to help those in need.
We do a ton of great things, but my favorite is our [NAME OF PROGRAM (example: Coats 
for Kids program)] which [EXPLAIN WHAT IT DOES (example: gives new, free winter 
coats to underprivileged children)]. It’s amazing how [EXPLAIN HOW IT HELPS (example: 
happy the children are with their new coats, and how grateful the parents are for the 
help)].
I know that you would have the same great experiences too.  That's why I'm inviting you 
to join online today.
Joining takes only five minutes.  It's a great way to get started and learn more about 
what we do.  Check it out at kofc.org/joinus.  You’ll like what you see. We’re the largest 
Catholic men’s organization in the world, and we’ll be better with you on our side.
So what do you think?
Let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
[NAME]
P.S. If you do join, be sure to put in our council number [NUMBER] so we can have you 
join our local group.

TO JOIN: www.kofc.org/joinus
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Fr. Michael 
McGivney Guild  

Please join the Fr. McGivney 
Guild, and support his cause 

for canonization.  To sign up, please visit 
www.fathermcgivney.org/

DELTA DRIVES 
Not Your Old 

Fashioned 
Church Drive

Councils have to grow to 
survive.  That means invit-
ing men to join your council 
is part of your core mission.  
I am betting you don’t think 
of membership intake that 
way, but that’s just the truth.  
Inviting men to join us is as 
important as planning a food 
drive or pancake breakfast 
or blood drive.  Having new 
men and new ideas is actu-
ally MORE important for 
the long-term health of your 
council than making sure 
any single program suc-
ceeds in meeting the needs 
of those less fortunate, be-
cause of all the people who 
can be helped in the future 
by a prosperous council.

Delta Drives MUST be or-
ganized, intentional invita-
tions to the community for 
Catholic men to join the 
Knights of Columbus.  Plan 
and hold a Delta Drive and 
make sure your message 
goes out by email and in 
bulletins as well as live an-
nouncements.  

Delta Drive 
scripts and 

announcements 
are on the State 

website at
https://

mnknights.org/
delta-drive-
resources/



Northwest
Patrick Dolan, General Agent
2315 N University Dr
Suite L-5 
Fargo ND 58102
Office: (701) 298-9922
Patrick.Dolan@kofc.org

East Central & NE
Joe Caouette, General Agent 
161 Main Ave W
Winsted MN 55395 
Office: (320) 485-2202
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org

Metro Area  
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1301 E Cliff Rd, Suite 110 
Burnsville MN 55337 
Office: (952) 686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org

South 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield MN 56087 
Office: (507) 720-1652
David.Goedtke@kofc.org

Southwest
Jon Beebe, General Agent
2 Dart Dr
Watertown SD 57201
Office: (605) 882-8689
Fax: (605) 882-0019
Jon.Beebe@kofc.org
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Family of the Month 
Congratulations to our March Winner 

The Thomas Martian Family of Eagan Council 7604
This program has changed to having only one monthly 

winner per participating jurisdiction and there are new rules for 
how to submit your family. Instructions are below.

Choose a Family of the Month every month.  Honor your council’s families and 
show them their dedication and the example they set is greatly appreciated.  Pre-
sent them with a Family of the Month certificate!  Enter them into Supreme’s contest!  
One family from a Minnesota Council is selected each month by Supreme!  We pub-
lish this information in our Online Knightly News editions.
Choose a Family of the Year from your Families of the Month and submit the Family 
of the Year form to State Program Director Joe George with your other  program year-
end reports by April 1st.  Use these on Form SP-7.

Supreme has again updated their reporting process for Family of the Month.  
Submissions must be completed online using 

Fraternal Programs Report Form #10784.  
It is found by going onto kofc.org 

and choosing Programs under the What We Do menu.  
Click on resources and the link to the form is listed on that page.  

You enter your member number and last name and Supreme will email you a link 
(at the email you have on file with Supreme).  

Questions?  Contact Manager of Family Programs Robert Nayden 
at robert.nayden@kofc.org 

A Founding Notion: 
Protecting the Breadwinner’s Income

May	is	Disability	Insurance	Awareness	Month	
While jobs may be safer in today’s day and age, accidents, injuries, and illnesses that can 
impact your ability to work still happen.  Most, in fact, do not happen on the jobsite or 
place of employment.  Did you know that a 2011 study revealed that more than 95 per-
cent of the long-term disability claims on file were not work related?
The Knights have always sought to protect members’ families from the “loss” of a bread-
winner.  I’m sure you know all about Father McGivney’s vision for our insurance pro-
gram.  But you may not know that Father McGivney also wanted to find a way to help 
members who couldn’t work because of an illness.  After all, the “loss” of the breadwin-
ner does not have to mean that person’s death; it can also mean the loss of the breadwin-
ner’s income. 
Consider that loss for a moment. How would your family fare if a source of income sud-
denly stopped?  Could a dual-income family manage on one income stream? What about 
young families with a working father and a mother who cares for the children?  What if 
his income halted due to an accident or illness? 
I’ve heard some people say they have coverage at work, but too many aren’t sure what 
this coverage entails, and how much income it would provide or for how long. Having 
this protection counts for something, certainly, but it isn’t “yours”; it’s provided by the 
company for which you work at their discretion. It could be eliminated tomorrow. 
That’s where a personally-owned disability income insurance product, like Income Ar-
mor, comes into play.  It can offer valuable income replacement in the event of an injury 
or illness.. If you have a job, you must know about this coverage. 
Contact your Field or General Agent today to fine out if this is suitable for you.

The Catholic Difference

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values 

Ethical Sales & 
Investing

Service to the 
Church and the 



Minnesota Jurisdiction Organizational Chart



Map of New Insurance Territories

Jon Beebe
Agency

605-520-8689

David Goedtke Agency 
Springfield

507-720-1652



When ordering wheelchairs or turning in funds 
to buy wheelchairs, please use the form below.  
It can also be found on the State Website at 
mnknights.org
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Council	Number	_________________		Location	(City)	_____________________________________________

□ Church	Drive
Date of your council’s Wheelchair Church Drive:  __________________________________________________________  
The total dollar amount of donations received during this Wheelchair Church Drive: $______________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of the presentation?  _________

□ Other	Fundraising	Activities	for	the	Global	Wheelchair	Mission
Briefly describe any other activities your council did to raise funds for the Global Wheelchair Mission 
(e.g.: Pancake Breakfast, Car Wash, Dinner/Dance, etc.)  Use back if needed:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Total dollar amount raised during other fundraising activities: $______________________        
Total number of man-hours donated to raise funds for this wheelchair order:  __________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of these activities?  _________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Wheelchair	Order
Total dollar amount of donations for this order: $______________________

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Minnesota @ $150.00 each: __________________

Size and number of chairs requested by council:   _____ 14 inch     _____ 16 inch     _____ 18 inch   _____ 20 inch
COUNCIL WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PICKING UP THE CHAIRS THEY ORDER.

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution to Persecuted Christians in the Middle East @ $150.00 each: __________

Make checks payable to Minnesota Knights of Columbus with Global Wheelchair Mission on the memo line.

For tax purposes, private donations or gambling funds may make checks payable to Minnesota Knights Foundation.

Date: _____________________________    Grand Knight: ___________________________________________________

Phone #: _________________________________   Email: ___________________________________________________   

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________   

City:_________________________________________________  State & Zip:___________________________________

Send the completed form and check to the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Secretary.  
See the State Newsletter or visit www.mnknights.org for his address.  
You will be notified of date and location for wheelchair pickup.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Global Wheelchair Mission Form



· KC Members

· Wives

· Children

· and immediate 
family members 
of a deceased 
Knights if the 
Knight was in 
good standing at 
the time of death. 

Eligibility of 
Applicants

· 3.5% Fixed      
interest rate.

· Interest        
accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed.

· No payments 
required until  
completion of 
BS/BA Degree.

· No credit 
checks.

Terms
Loan 

Amounts

$2,500.00
Vo-Tech

Freshman
Sophomore

Junior 
Senior
Grad       

Student

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 
is a designated 501(C)(3) Non-Profit corporation and your          
personal donation is tax deductible.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc

PO Box 126
Belle Plaine, MN  56011

KC Student 
Loan Board

Ken Mueller
507-285-9205

Paul Haik
612-333-7400

Dr. Fred Brown
612-812-9293

Mark Glatzel
320-267-1485

Patrick Conn
763-286-7409

Patrick Glenski
507-289-8783

All Seminarians and religious vocations 
may borrow money to complete their         
vocational studies free of interest.  Upon 
ordination, a Priest, Brother or Nun will 
have one year of his or her loan forgiven 
for each year they remain in their vocation.

Administrator:
Michael J. Daly
952-873-2213

Email:
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Contact  
InformationSeminarians & Religious Vocations

Support this Program




