
 2021 State Convention 
State Deputy Dave Whatmuff      
statedeputy@mnknights.org      

(763) 772-2997   
 

Dear Brothers, 
 

As you know, last year we had to hold the 
State Convention completely virtually due 
to the onset of the COVID pandemic.  It was my hope that 
we would be able to hold a more normal convention this 
year, but to paraphrase a Stephen King character, hoping 
won’t make it so! 
 

As I write this, we have just held the Spring Officers’ 
Meeting at the site of the 2021 State Convention and had 
discussions with the Holiday Inn Sales Director.  However, 
just this morning, Governor Tim Walz announced a slack-
ening of the restrictions.  This allows for 150 delegates to 
attend in-person. 
 

So, this has forced us to make some tough decisions.  Obvi-
ously, there will be room for only delegates at any of the 
meals and meetings, so we suggest that you do not bring 
your families with you, and there will be no ladies’ event.  
There may also be no room for district deputies, member-
ship and program staff, general agents, or past state depu-
ties to attend in-person, but we may be able to offer invita-
tions to these, if there is sufficient space after delegates 
have had their opportunity. 
 

To accomplish this, we are inviting each council to have 
one delegate attend in-person and one delegate virtually or 
two delegates virtually.  The second delegate registration 
will allow the request of an in-person attendance if space 
allows. If the limit of 150 in-person first delegates is 
reached, we will add the names of first delegates wishing to 
attend in-person to a waiting list. 
 

If restrictions are relaxed as we approach the date of the 
convention, we will invite additional delegates to attend in-
person, starting with the first delegate waiting list and then 
the second delegate requests in the order received, so regis-
ter early. 
 

All others are welcome to join our meetings virtually using 
Zoom or whatever system is recommended by Supreme, 
and both in-person and virtual delegates will have a vote.  
It will be an improvement over last year in that we will at 
least have a video component for virtual attendees. 
 

We have developed a website for the convention.  Access it 
on our State website under the Conventions menu (or di-
rectly at stateconvention.mnknights.org) for the latest infor-
mation, to register and pay for meals, and to register your 
delegates online.  There is also a link to the hotel website to 
allow you to book rooms. 
 

As usual, the State Council will reimburse all attendee del-
egates for their mileage and the cost of the Saturday Even-
ing Banquet.  This will be calculated by the State Secretary 
after the event, and a check will be sent to the delegate’s 
council. 
 

I know that this is disappointing, but we have to play the 
cards we are dealt, and hope and pray for a better future.  
Vivat Jesus! 
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STATE CHAPLAIN 

Fr. Gabriel Walz 

PO Box 177 

Staples MN 56497-0177 

(218) 894-2296 

statechaplain@mnkights.org 

 

ASSOCIATE STATE CHAPLAIN 

Fr. Martin Schaefer 

750 Terrace Heights 

Winona MN 55987-1320 

(507) 494-8841 

associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org 

 

STATE DEPUTY  

David Whatmuff 

14380 184th Ave NW 

Elk River MN 55330-5018 

(763) 772-2997 

statedeputy@mnknights.org 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY 

Marc Peters 

6501 Hokah Dr 

Lino Lakes MN 55014-1313 

(612) 247-2220 

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 

 

STATE SECRETARY  

Dan DeCrans 

20400 200th ST 

NEVIS MN 56467-5284 

(218) 255-1125 

statesecretary@mnknights.org 

 

STATE ADVOCATE 

James Terwedo 

3700 West 220th St 

Jordan MN 55352-8651 

(952) 492-2800 

stateadvocate@mnknights.org 

 

STATE TREASURER  

Bou Gazley 

5379 56th Ave NW 

Rochester MN 55901-3892 

(507) 259-7851 

statetreasurer@mnknights.org 

 

STATE WARDEN  

Jesse Kosloski 

8225 Whitstrom Rd 

Lake Shore MN 56468-2514 

(218) 330-5648 

Statewarden@mnknights.org 

 

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Joe George, Jr 

1926 72nd St 

Centerville MN 55038-9797  

(651) 253-3112 

programdirector@mnknights.org 

 

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

Patrick Farrelly 

15041 65th Place N 

Maple Grove MN 55311-4119 

(763) 218-3816 

membershipdirector@mnknights.org 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM 

812 Greensview CT NW 

Hutchinson MN 55350-4387 

(320) 587-0747 

adminassistant@mnknights.org 

 

STUDENT LOAN 

Mike Daly, ADMINISTRATOR 

Office of Daly & Daly 

(952) 873-2213 

Daly,daly@frontiernet.net 
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Upcoming Event 
 

May 14 - May 16 - 2021  

MN State Convention 
 

St. Cloud Holiday Inn 
 

Hybrid Convention With Limited 

In-person Attendance Planned  
 

See State Deputy  

David Whatmuff’s  

Message for More Details 
 

Find the Latest Information at  

stateconvention.mnknights.org 
 

Register Your Council Delegates 

Read the 

Knightly News 

Every Month 

Online at 

mnknights.org! 

Live Out Your Call!!! 
State Chaplain Father Gabriel Walz 

statechaplain@mnkights.org       
(218) 894-2296 

 

Upon discovering the empty tomb that first 
Easter morn, Mary of Magdala ran to share 
the word with the Apostles.  Two thousand 
years later, we still hear the testimony of 
that event on the very anniversary of the Resurrection!  
Mary’s love of the Lord drove her into action when she dis-
covered His absence from the tomb.  In John’s Gospel, Peter 
and John went at Mary’s call to see for themselves.  
 

Mary was left weeping at the empty tomb after Peter and 
John departed, setting the context for the first appearance of 
Jesus recorded in John’s Gospel after His Resurrection.  She 
mistook Him at first — too overwhelmed, perhaps, even to 
think it could be Jesus — and begged that the dead body of 
her Lord be given back.  Jesus revealed Himself to her 
simply by speaking her name.  Mary returned again to the 
Apostles to share the joy of their Risen Lord, becoming the 
unlikely missionary to the Apostles themselves!  
 

So many things are different for us now in Minnesota from 
past years.  How do you live out your call to be a missionary 
for the Lord Jesus Christ?  How are you helping to grow and 
sustain your local Knights of Columbus Council and your 
parish?  May the joy of the Easter Season reign in your 
hearts!  Vivat Jesus!  

Earn McGivney Award = NO State 

Per Capita in July!!! 
 

Your Council Must Register for This Incentive on 
the State Website at mnknights.org!! 

 

Here is a way you can save $8 per billable member!!! 
 

Step 1:  Register for the program on the State website – one 
registration per participating council. 

 

Step 2:  Hold Delta Drives, call parishioners, invite, and run 
programs that attract men. 

 

Step 3:  Meet your 2021 Council Intake Goal and the Minne-
sota State Council will waive your July State per capita!!!   

 

That is an amazing $8 per billable member saved while in-

creasing your ability to change the world! 
 

Councils must register by the end of June 2021.   
Supreme’s reporting of intake will be used to qualify 

councils.   Do not wait until the last minute!!! 
 

But Wait!!!  That’s Not All!!! 
 

Earn the McGivney Award (meet your council intake goal)  
and your council’s top recruiter earns $100!!! 

100 smackers!!!  100 bucks in cold, hard cash!!!   
 

Council GK will report who their top recruiter is. 

Congratulations to new  

Supreme Knight  

Patrick E. Kelly   
 

More information about  

SK Kelly can be found at  

https://www.kofc.org/en/who-

we-are/our-supreme-officers/

supreme-knight.html 

and in the March edition of  

Columbia 

Photo from  
Supreme website 

https://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-supreme-officers/supreme-knight.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-supreme-officers/supreme-knight.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-supreme-officers/supreme-knight.html
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Milestone 
Immediate Past State Deputy  

Marc Peters    
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org       

(612) 247-2220    
 

Milestone: noun 
a stone functioning as a milepost; 
a significant event or stage in the 
life, progress, development, or the 

like of a person, nation, etc. 
 

March 1st our Minnesota State Council hit a mile-
stone — a significant event.  But it’s an event that 
we as Minnesota Knights should be alarmed at.  
Our membership dropped below 40,000.   
 

At one time we were 48,000 plus, but due mainly 
to deaths, our membership is slowly shrinking.  As 
of March, we have had slightly under 800 members 
checking into the Fr. McGivney Council in the sky.  
The numbers are high because the members in the 
1970’s and 1980’s did a great job of bringing in 
new members. 
 

Our retention rate has leveled off with only 141 
members leaving councils due to suspensions and 
withdrawals.  That is great news! 
 

We had 215 new members join us using the online 
membership feature; that’s over half the new mem-
bers who have joined our Order this year in Minne-
sota. 
 

We have less then 100 days left in this fraternal 
year.  We still have time to get that number back up 
over 40,000 members in Minnesota.  It starts with 
everyone thinking membership.  
 

KofC.org/JoinUs 

Peace 
Associate State Chaplain  

Martin Schaefer 
associatechaplain@mnknights.org 

 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you; Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid.” John 14:27 
- Jesus 
 

As we pass the one-year anniversary of the begin-
ning of the COVID-19 pandemic, I feel compelled 
to write about trusting God with our lives and re-
ceiving the gift of peace.  We all want to be spiritu-
ally and emotionally healthy, not giving into des-
pair and hopelessness.  The center of our spiritual 
health and emotional well-being is choosing to put 
our trust in God and accepting things that we aren’t 
able to change.  As we move into spring, and into 
Easter, we rejoice and give thanks for the new life 
that springs forth.  We want the risen life of Jesus to 
spring forth from our lives.  Jesus promises new life 
in Him, and we are given the grace to choose the 
risen life of Jesus Christ who is victorious over sin 
and death.  I am including the Serenity Prayer this 
month, inviting us to pray in a new and hopeful 
way, taking to heart the total gift of salvation in 
Christ.  The word “accept” jumps out to me as an 
invitation to embrace the gift of peace, not grasping 
after things, but receiving the blessings that each 
day holds.           
 

The Serenity Prayer 
 

God grant me the serenity 
To accept the things I cannot change; 
Courage to change the things I can; 
And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

Living one day at a time; 
Enjoying one moment at a time; 

Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace; 
Taking, as He did, this sinful world 

As it is, not as I would have it; 
Trusting that He will make all things right 

If I surrender to His Will; 
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life 

And supremely happy with Him 
Forever and ever in the next. 

 

Amen 

Report deceased member names to  
Fraternalism Director Randy Lindstrom at 

mnkcfc@gmail.com 
609 25th Ave SW  ~  Willmar, MN 5620 

 

Include the deceased Brother Knight’s name, 
date of death, council number, town, next of 

kin, if he was a former DD, State Officer, etc.   
 

Remember, the FS needs to file a Form 100  
informing Supreme of his death  

 
A list of deceased members can be found in 

every online edition and supplement. 

Host State Convention 

Committee Needed 
 

Has your Knights of Columbus Council or 
Knights of Columbus District considered 

hosting a state convention?   
 

The State Council is in need of a host for the 
2023 State Convention.   

 

Needed are a large hotel with large ballrooms 
or a hotel with an adjoining meeting facility  

or one nearby.   
 

There are guidelines available and state staff 
eager to assist you in your planning.   

 

For more information, please contact State 
Administrative Assistant Greg van der Hagen 
at glvdh@mchsi.com or call the state office 

at 320-587-0747.   
 

We look forward to hearing from you soon 
and receiving your bid to be a host!   

 

Name a potential convention chairman  
and let’s get started! 

 

Thanks for all you do for the Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus!!!  

 

Regional Membership Cup Standings as of February 28th  
 

You may notice a big jump in the percentages this month, because Supreme has reduced all the jurisdic-
tion goals by 15%!  Our state intake goal is now 893 instead of 1050, so all the region goals have been 
reduced to match. 
 

Marc Peters’ Region 9 is still holding the lead, but Bob Hurd’s Region 4 has closed the gap by a couple 
of points in second, with Orv’s Region 8 holding onto third a couple of lengths back.  Keith Heitkamp’s 
Region 6 has moved into fourth place past Joe Checco’s Region 1, with Jeff Bagniewski’s Region 7 
taking the lead of the group further back.  Mario Desouza’s Region 5 has made up a little ground at the 
back, but still has a ways to go with only two more months of competition!  Our state membership in-
take stands at 363 at this date, with 242 having joined councils, now over 120 candidates are available 
for council membership.  These men are already Knights, so the hard work of recruiting is done!  Con-
tact them now to help out your region! 

 
 

DD 56 Jim Eddleston (Region 8) is still holding on to the title of leading district with 18 new council 
members, followed by DD52 Patrick Farrelly (Region 9) with 16! 

Region # 
Regional  

Consultant 
Region Base  
Membership 

Region % of State 
Membership 

Region Total 
Intake Goal 

Region 
YTD Intake 

Region 
% of Goal 

1 Joe Checco 2200 5.49% 49 11 22.42%   

2 Craig Larson 3436 8.58% 77 13 16.96% 

3 Dennis Boeckers 5003 12.50% 112 13 11.65% 

4 Bob Hurd 5373 13.42% 120 52 43.39% 

5 Mario Desouza 3396 8.48% 76 6 7.92% 

6 Keith Heitkamp 4858 12.13% 108 27 24.92% 

7 Jeff Bagniewski 4206 10.51% 94 17 18.12% 

8 Orville Fillbrandt 6726 16.80% 150 54 36.00% 

9 Marc Peters 4839 12.09% 108 49 45.40% 

RSVP 
 

We need to support our seminarians.  
 

They are the future of the Catholic 
Church here in Minnesota.  

 
Councils, please sponsor at least one  

seminarian through the RSVP program.   
        

www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/
rsvp.html#/ 

St. Michael Medals  
 

Do you have a family member or  
friend serving in the military?   

 

You can request a St. Michael Medal to be sent to 
them from our MN State Chaplain. 

 

There is no cost to you or the military service per-
son.  They do not need to be a man, a Knight of 
Columbus, or a Catholic.   
 

Send the name of the person in the military, their 
rank, branch of service, and address to State Chap-
lain Fr. Gabriel Walz, and he will send the medal 
(and a prayer book if requested) directly to the ser-
viceman/woman.   
 

Please email your requests to:  
statechaplain@mnknights.org  

 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families are 
very important to our military men and women.  

Continue to pray for them and their safety.  

 

Marian Icon Prayer Program 
 

Our Lady Help of  
Persecuted Christians 

 

Marian Icon Prayer Chairman Orville Fillbrandt 
Orville@Fillbrandt.com     (612) 751-2943      

 
The prayer service is now available via the 
link found on the State website under Marian 
Icon Prayer Program.  This video will contin-
ue to be available as a resource for councils 
to run virtual Marian Icon Prayer Services.  
Councils are encouraged to use this 52 mi-
nute prayer with their councils and parishes.   
 

Please call or email me if you have any  
questions or comments. 

Fr. Michael McGivney Guild   
 

Please join the Fr. McGivney 
Guild, and support his cause for 

canonization.   
To sign up, please visit  

 

www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/stone
mailto:glvdh@mchsi.com
mailto:Orville@Fillbrandt.com
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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All of us have excuses….. 
 

This past year should give us, K of C members, 
an easy way to recruit NEW members.  One hun-
dred forty (140) countries were infected with the 
Corona Virus, which killed more than half a mil-
lion people.  None of us knew if we or our fami-
lies would survive.  Those who never prayed, 
started.  God again became a common word.  
Fear of death was all around us, and we all knew 
people who died of the virus.  Everything was 
shut down; it was like overnight we became pris-
oners in our own country.  Slowly, things are 
going back to normal and getting better.   
 

That’s why some K of C members say we can’t 
recruit anyone.  There is no one to join, churches 
are only half full, and were closed so we can’t 
ask anyone.  All of us have useless excuses for 
not recruiting.  Some of those lame excuses are 
even somewhat believable.  
 

Planned Parenthood just received more tax mon-
ey than ever to perform abortions.  One hundred 
ninety-nine (199) is the numbers of babies being 
aborted per day.  We the Knights believe in life. 
Helping the unborn is reason enough to recruit 
new members to protect these helpless unborn 
babies.  
 

If we firmly believe in the Knights, we can take 
the fire in our belly and bring in new members. 
The new men and their families will give us the 
members to keep our Church strong, keep the 
faith, and promote great things like Coats for 
Kids and Special Olympics.  We can raise money 
for future priests, push for insurance to protect 
families, and involve others in the Catholic or-
ganization we joined and love.  
 

Don’t push the task of recruiting new members 
on others, and don’t say I can’t recruit new mem-
bers.  Don’t have a list of what you can’t do. 
Make a list of what you can do.  There is no time 
easier than now to get new members.  No excus-
es!  We need to all do our part.  
 

We’re the ones who fight for what’s right and 
stand up for the principles of the Catholic 
Church.  Pope John Paul II said the Knights are 
the right hand of the church.  I say to you all, as 
Mother Theresa said, “God only requires that you 
try.”                                                                                                                     
   Joe L Bertram, Sr. 
   Recruitment Specialist  

We Shall Never  
Surrender!!! 

State Membership Director  
Patrick Farrelly 

membershipdirector@mnknights.org     
pfmaplegrove@aol.com 

(763) 218-3816 
 
Minnesota Knights may not have a border battle over 
an axe, but our battle with Wisconsin is no less seri-
ous.  We are in Division 2 with our frenemies to the 
East, those men of Wisconsin, and we compete relent-
lessly with them on gross and net membership intake 
as part of our race for the Circle of Honor!! 
 

Wisconsin has taken the lead over the land of Paul 
Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox.  They are leaving Vi-
kings in the dust!   
 

Can we let this stand?  Have we no pride, no desire?   
 

Brothers, I have, myself, full confidence that if all do 
their duty, if nothing is neglected, and if the best ar-
rangements are made as they are being made, we shall 
prove ourselves once more able to defend Minnesota, 
to ride out the storm of Wisconsin intake and outpace 
their efforts.  That is what we are going to try to 
do.  We shall go on to the end.  We shall invite in 
April; we shall invite in May and June.  We shall delta 
the drives and let prospects flow like water!  We shall 
invite in parishes and colleges.  We shall invite at fish 
fries and liturgies, at honor guards and events.  We 
shall develop new councils.  We shall never surrender, 
and if our intake falters, we shall pick it up again and 
take us once more into the breach!  (paraphrased from 
Winston Churchill)  

 

Suspensions 
Retention Chairman Lonnie Spaeth 

lspaeth@newulmtel.net 
 

Councils intending to suspend delinquent mem-
bers this fraternal year must use every means at 
their disposal to contact delinquent members.   
 

The final form 100 for suspension has to be pro-
cessed with Supreme before the last week of 
June 2021.  That means the Intent to Retain 1845 
has to be received by Supreme 60 to 89 days 
prior. Call it mid April (4/15) to be safe.   
 

Council must send the third notice (Knight Alert 
Letter) to the member by the beginning of April 
to give them 15 days to respond.  
 

Here is the short version of the Billing & Reten-
tion Procedure for councils on calendar year bill-
ing: 
 

1) December 15:  1st billing 
2) January 15: 2nd notice 
3) Retention Committee contacts those in ar-

rears 
4) February 15:  3rd notice: Knight Alert letter 

prepared by FS, signed by GK 
5) March 1:  If still no response, the intent to 

suspend (Form 1845) hard copy is complet-
ed, signed, and mailed to the member and 
Supreme 

6) Once Supreme receives the signed 1845, a 
60-day clock is started for suspension  

7) At day 61 but before day 90, a final signed 
Form 100 for  suspension has to be submit-
ted to Supreme    

 

Because of the time of the year we are now at, if 
councils have not already done so, we request 
your council send your KNIGHT ALERT letters 
by the beginning of April.  Because of COVID-
19, contact by the council must happen before a 
suspension is processed as we need to identify 
and arrange to retain members who have pan-
demic related hardships. 
 

Knight Alert letters are generated directly from 
member management by the FS.   

 

Members requesting withdrawal in writing 
should be contacted to attempt to resolve any 
issue noted in the letter and help them remain 
Knights.  If that contact fails, the signed with-
drawal request can be emailed directly to Su-
preme outside of any suspension process.   
 

ALWAYS be sure to note honorary and honor-
ary life members and do everything humanly 
possible to keep these members and those close 
to accomplishing these milestones.   
 

After the intent to retain is submitted, the 60 day 
waiting period allows additional contact attempts 
to try to retain members.   
 

Every member counts.  Every member was re-
cruited and celebrated when he joined.  Let’s 
celebrate the men we are able to retain and con-
tinue to try new programs to keep our members 
excited about being Knights of Columbus! 

Supreme Hotline  
 

They help Financial Secretaries  
with any questions regarding  

Member Management or Member Billing 
 

(203) 752-4210 
 

Email: ExpertFS@KofC.org 

Catholics at the Capitol 2021 
Hybrid Edition! 

 
ON MISSION FOR LIFE AND DIGNITY 

  APRIL 15, 2021 
 

There is no time more important than now to 
speak out in defense of life and dignity at the 
State Capitol!  Even just a handful of people can 
influence the laws passed by our elected officials; 
just imagine the impact of every Catholic voice 
joining together! 
 

Catholics at the Capitol is designed for YOU! 
Whether you are an "old pro" in the political are-
na, exasperated with divisive politics, or someone 
who doesn't know where to begin, “CatCap” will 
fortify your faith, provide you with the hope 
needed to heal the cynicism and division in poli-
tics, and equip you to speak with your lawmakers. 
 

Join us in-person or online! 
 

Now is the time to become a missionary disciple 
advocating for life and dignity! 

 

Legislative Visits will take place virtually on 
April 16, 2021 between 1:00pm and 3:00pm! 

 

More Information can be Found at: 
http://catholicsatthecapitol.org/ 

Delta Drive Incentives 
 
Any council planning, hosting, and reporting 
a Delta Drive will earn a Challenge Coin for 
their GK and their MD.  Any pandemic ad-
justed Delta Drive will qualify as long as it 
yields prospects and is reported to the SMD 
on the form provided.   
 
Any district deputy who has 100% participa-
tion – each council in his district hosts a Be-
ta Delta Church Drive and reports the results 
to the SMD will earn a K of C shirt! 
 
Any regional consultant who has 3 or more 
district deputies earn the Beta Delta Church 
Drive Incentive will earn a 12” walnut cruci-
fix  and a $50 gift card. 
 

Resurrection by Easter 
Incentive 
 

Any councils not having recruited in 2 
years which recruits 3 new members by 
Easter Sunday will earn a walnut crucifix for 
their GK, K of C ball caps for their DGK, 
MD, and PD, plus a $100 for their council. 
 

Current Status:   

 Council 2757 has 1 new member 

 Council 12520 has 1 new member  

Delta Drive scripts and  

announcements are on 

the State website at 

https://mnknights.org/ 

delta-drive-resources/ 

Delta Days are Here Again…. 
 
Delta days are here again,  
The skies above are clear again,  
Let us invite men to serve again, 
Delta days are here again.  
 
Altogether shout it now 
Knights will welcome prospects now 
So let’s change the world together now, 
Delta days are here again. 
 
Men can join online the easy way, 
Honor Blessed Fr. McGivney  
Get their first year free as an e-member,  
Delta Days are here again!   

mailto:membershipdirector@mnknights.org
mailto:pfmaplegrove@aol.com
http://catholicsatthecapitol.org/
https://mnknights.org/delta-drive-resources/
https://mnknights.org/delta-drive-resources/
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2020 Tax Information for KofC Councils, Assemblies, & Chapters  
From the Knights of Columbus Legal Department 

 

This notice is to remind councils, assemblies, and chapters in the United States of their legal obligation to file an 
IRS Form 990 (informational tax return) for the 2020 tax year, and to provide detailed instructions on how to com-
ply with this obligation.  The Knights of Columbus, including all subordinate councils, assemblies, and chapters 
(collectively referred to as councils), is a tax-exempt organization, recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 
fraternal benefit society under Section 501(c)(8) of the Internal Revenue Code. This tax-exempt status requires 
each council to file an annual Form 990 with the IRS.  Councils reporting gross receipts of $50,000 or less with 
less than $200,000 in assets may comply with their obligation by filing the Form 990-N electronic postcard (also 
known as the e-Postcard). Councils gross receipts of more than $50,000 but less than $200,000 with total assets of 
less than $500,000 reporting must file the Form 990-EZ. Councils with gross receipts of $200,000 or more and 
total assets exceeding $500,000, and reporting must file the Form 990. 
 

Deadline to file annual return (all forms) 
Each council must file its own tax return; there is no group or consolidated Form 990 filing. The returns must be 
filed by the fifteenth day of the fifth month following the end of the council’s annual accounting period. For exam-
ple, if a council’s accounting period ends December 31, it must file a tax return by May 15 of the following year; if 
a council’s accounting period ends June 30, it must file a tax return by November 15. Please note that the IRS as-
signs the accounting period to each council based on its Employer Identification Number (EIN).  The IRS will not 
notify the council of the accounting period. To determine the accounting period assigned to your council’s EIN, 
sign into the IRS system with your user id and password. In our experience the assigned accounting period coin-
cides with the calendar year.  
 

Need more time to file a Form 990? 
Although the IRS does not grant extensions for filing the Form 990-N (e-Postcard), the IRS will accept late filings 
if the tax return is received within three years of the due date. While the IRS will accept late filings of Form 990N 
(e-Postcard), please note that filing late, even within a three-year period, may still be considered a missed filing by 
the IRS and trigger a revocation. The IRS does grant extensions to organizations filing paper returns (Forms 990-
EZ and 990). A council needing more time to file the 990-EZ or 990 return must request an extension at least one 
month before the due date. For example, if the council’s accounting period ends December 31, it must request an 
extension no later than April 15; if the council’s accounting period ends June 30, it must request an extension no 
later than October 15. Federal law imposes a penalty, up to a maximum of $10,000, or five percent of the council’s 
gross receipts, whichever is less, for incomplete or late filings. In order to request an extension, councils must sub-
mit, Form 8868, which is available on the IRS website: http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8868.pdf.  For councils 
reporting gross receipts of more than $50,000, we recommend using a qualified tax professional to file Form 8868.  
 

Where to file Form 990-N (e-Postcard) 
 The Form 990-N (e-Postcard) must be filed online at IRS.gov.  In order to utilize the online filing system, all new 
users must complete a registration, even if the user was previously registered under the old system (pre-2016).  

 

Where to file Forms 990-EZ and 990 
  

The IRS website provides forms and instructions for filing paper returns, Forms 990-EZ and 990 at https://
www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/current-form-990-series-forms-and-instructions  
 

For councils reporting gross receipts of more than $50,000, we recommend using a qualified tax professional to 
prepare and file these returns.  You may find e-filing instructions at https://www.irs.gov/e-file-providers/e-file-for-
charities-and-non-profits  
 

If the IRS website will not allow you to file a Form 990-N 
 The electronic filing system for the Form 990-N (e-Postcard) may not accept a council’s return if: (1) the council 
EIN has been revoked for failing to file for three consecutive years; (2) the council’s EIN has recently been rein-
stated; (3) it is a new council; or (4) the council is not on the Supreme Council’s Group Exemption List (updated 
continually by the Knights of Columbus Legal Department). If you are unable to e-file, please contact the Legal 
Department by email at tax.ein@kofc.org. You can also contact the IRS customer service at 1-877-829-5500.  
 

Information Available on IRS Website 
We suggest you visit the IRS home page for tax-exempt organizations. It is an excellent resource for information 
regarding federal tax obligations (https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits), and we also suggest you visit the IRS 
web page explaining the annual electronic filing requirement for small exempt organizations (https://www.irs.gov/
charities-non-profits/annual-electronic-filing-requirement-for-small-exempt-organizations-form-990-n-e-postcard) 
 

More information is available on the Knights of Columbus website.   
Sign in under “Officers” and click on the “Forms” tab.   
By clicking on the icon next to “Form 990 Information”  

you will find a detailed memorandum on tax compliance, along with attachments. 
 

Compliance Guide for Tax Exempt Organizations 
In addition to the annual filing requirement, each council is responsible for conducting its affairs in a manner that 
is consistent with what is expected of tax-exempt organizations. Failure to do so may result in a council losing its 
tax-exempt status. In this regard, councils may wish to consult an IRS publication entitled Compliance Guide for 
Tax Exempt Organizations, which provides helpful guidance at https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4221nc.pdf 
 

Conclusion 
If you have questions relating to your council’s tax reporting obligations, please contact the Knights of Columbus 
Legal Department by email at tax.ein@kofc.org  
  
Additional materials relating to United States federal tax compliance as well as many other topics 

affecting your council or assembly can be found on the Officer’s Desk Reference (ODR). For a 
username and password to the ODR, please contact Customer Service at 1-800-380-9995.  

Put this in your  

Parish Bulletin 
 

******************* 

Lead With Faith 

Protect Your Family 

Serve Others 

Defend Your Values 

Become a Knight  

Join Us Today 

KofC.org/JoinUs 

Check Out Supreme’s Webinars!!! 
 
Join your Brother Knights from across the Order and 
attend our next Fraternal Mission Training Webinar.   
 
Learn more about attracting and retaining members 
through charitable outreach, fraternal benefits, and be-
ing involved in the sacramental life of our Church. 
 

 Join us Live  
or ANYTIME On-Demand  

They are Recorded 
 

Visit http://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/
membership-webinar.html scroll down to  

On Demand Webinar Portal 

Dial a Knight  

Birthday Initiative  
 

Each Knight  Receives a Call  

on His Birthday from his Grand Knight  to 

Check In & Wish Him Happy Birthday 

 

Why????? 
 

Promotes Fraternity 
 

Keeps Council Records Up-to-date 
 

Lets Each Brother Know How  
Important He is to Your Council 

Spring Has Sprung 
State Program Director  

Joe George 
1926 72nd Street 

Centerville, MN 55038 
programdirector@mnknights.org 

(651) 253-3112    
 

Welcome to April 2021.  After a very long, cold 
winter and being locked down with nothing to do, 
I bet every one of us is ready to get outside and do 
anything.  Guess what?  I bet your council would 
like to help with spring cleanup projects for some-
one in your community or at your parish or maybe 
a highway clean-up project. Talk to your pastor 
and see if he needs anything done around the par-
ish.  If your council has been meeting virtually, 
spring is a great time to start programing again.  If 
your council has not been meeting at all, consider 
starting again.  I guarantee that there are guys in 
your council who are missing the comradery and 
fraternity of your council activities.  

 

This past year of pandemic has been extremely 
hard on everyone.  It’s up to us Knights of Colum-
bus to move forward with faith and prayer to get 
everyone back to reality.  Let’s all try extra hard to 
get back to the level of programing that we were 
at before this pandemic started.  If we just use 
some common sense and be safe in everything we 
do, it should be possible.   

 

There have been some updates from Supreme on 
Star Council requirements.  They are as follows: 

 

During this time of pandemic restrictions, it is im-
portant to recognize councils that made significant 
progress toward earning council awards. Accord-
ingly, for this year only, the following criteria re-
visions are instituted to make council awards more 
achievable: 
  
Columbian Award (Programs)  
     * Conduct at least 10 program activities    
        (reduced from 16) 
        - At least 2 activities in each category of  
          Faith, Family, Community, and Life 
        - At least 2 additional activities in any  
          categories  
  
McGivney Award (Membership) 
     * Achieve Revised Membership Goal  
        (20% reduction from original quota)  
  
Founders Award (Insurance)   
     * Host two virtual or in person benefits  
        seminars with the field agent before June 30 
     * Benefit seminars hosted between March 1    
        and June 30 will get double credit 
  
Star Council Award 
     * No change to all other Star Council require-    
        ments (reports, safe environment, etc.) 

 
If you have any questions about programs or Faith 

in Action, please feel free to contact me.  
 

FAITH in the FAMILY  
brings LIFE to the COMMUNITY 

 

Thanks for all you do for the Knights.  
 

God Bless 
Vivat Jesus! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XKcUiafeweR-cfqTADtRrAo-a5IyYMlqMkDMoQLhZkAHQaI3ycbBo18alNFv1TMXDm0fQ8o0DjKG4reQUX5PoHQ4qM1JbQMZeoVy5oqCMIVUqn62O8v6y6Ahzcmak1wtxB7QcqKH_Edt4iG100d_dIum6lZOHwZa9q1LJ5_pNaA=&c=cSP_fhC7-MvOYNTtlzWfyrbH3AY1Rml-VodfRCUsusVlDg0FWDTYW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XKcUiafeweR-cfqTADtRrAo-a5IyYMlqMkDMoQLhZkAHQaI3ycbBo18alNFv1TMXyeU0Cb-y_tkM3hO26xRWOgFt2KpAjDjSzpoeWxTP3kwwUirECZUbA6XHkxL7sJ8h0NBerRzCmOPlUOSSjOAK5GjllZZLuSC1OAxXFJCtBC3s7PK29N2NFc3UHpQiqEOA6Z28rv3a2U6S5X7mnGqt4ba3wJfd4ZgRrSd0
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XKcUiafeweR-cfqTADtRrAo-a5IyYMlqMkDMoQLhZkAHQaI3ycbBo18alNFv1TMXWn-Q2q0qmh_dssCB8UbiOfkrqqYeraEhBhimSg4e46oD_5f1qjOxGAVX5pm3bS0wGFN37geLwz8HVZ1uPTwSyPhNIbiwfv_0hXM0gp3DZlu6Er-YXnIXFuJj2kQajB9AoVF0cuiyXFu9eHwniy67kA==&c=cSP_fhC7-
mailto:tax.ein@kofc.org
mailto:tax.ein@kofc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XKcUiafeweR-cfqTADtRrAo-a5IyYMlqMkDMoQLhZkAHQaI3ycbBo18alNFv1TMX8k8WFVqcb9Xkqe_Tma2Q3VirBIA9N9z2tE1A7CZUAjeXxd5I9YmtNweud4yNu087_CjXyW6K1Knm4oQW-kSa_EgElfQfiWiBTh1V5NMqRWE=&c=cSP_fhC7-MvOYNTtlzWfyrbH3AY1Rml-VodfRCUsusVlDg0FWDTYW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XKcUiafeweR-cfqTADtRrAo-a5IyYMlqMkDMoQLhZkAHQaI3ycbBo5sNBAWYDE3d-PVk0NwpIaqnr51EXmcnrn76QSMU9KiyH6I94KSYsrcVvV2O_mp4jCdKt_zzwE2HLZe2XybuwzIUE4pvf_sXrFHfW2BF6AaVm4gF-xmYfaeGW-LZJiJFY2YAVthrumz2xhQ8l51XRJJxB4R_-qaxj3l1FqblbbNG_W5Y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XKcUiafeweR-cfqTADtRrAo-a5IyYMlqMkDMoQLhZkAHQaI3ycbBo5sNBAWYDE3d-PVk0NwpIaqnr51EXmcnrn76QSMU9KiyH6I94KSYsrcVvV2O_mp4jCdKt_zzwE2HLZe2XybuwzIUE4pvf_sXrFHfW2BF6AaVm4gF-xmYfaeGW-LZJiJFY2YAVthrumz2xhQ8l51XRJJxB4R_-qaxj3l1FqblbbNG_W5Y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XKcUiafeweR-cfqTADtRrAo-a5IyYMlqMkDMoQLhZkAHQaI3ycbBo18alNFv1TMX1NoC5KnnOgCMgu9FBcYydOpCMA2z76qyIy0_F5qclrCW9dacV0yswCfsE_IiDml3_Z8QNBJ_Bvr2aN1zONc8RTU0cpJ6mv8U_Y5Znk0aK-CidGy-v_EFrw==&c=cSP_fhC7-MvOYNTtlzWfyrbH3AY1Rml-VodfRCUsu
mailto:tax.ein@kofc.org
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2021 Silver Rose Program 
Silver Rose Chairman Larry Mader 

larry.mader@live.com  
Cell (612) 384-2691 call or text 

Home (320) 286-5620 
 

This program was begun in 1960 by the Columbian 
Squires of North America to give back to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe for all she did for her people in Mexi-
co.  They decided to have a running of a rose to the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Monterrey, 
Mexico.  The rose was chosen to commemorate Juan 
Diego and the miracle of the roses.  In 2001, Su-
preme Knight Carl A. Anderson expanded the pro-
gram by beginning the Running of the Rose from the 
119th Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council in 
Toronto. 

  

Through the Silver Rose Program, we honor not on-
ly Our Lady of Guadalupe and express the unity of 
the Knights of Columbus, but also reaffirm our dedi-
cation to the sanctity of human life. 

  

This year there are eight roses moving across North 
America.  On February 27th, one rose will start out 
in Manitoba, Canada.  It enters the U.S. in North 
Dakota, and on April 19th, it will enter Minnesota 
(either from Fargo or East Grand Forks) and exit 
into South Dakota on May 23rd.  It will travel 
through 6 more states before entering Mexico and 
arriving in Monterrey, Mexico on December 12th 
for the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

  

This program is a lot like the Marion Hour of Pray-
er.  The complete program takes about one hour, but 
in the interest of time, readings and a homily can be 
omitted. 

  

I would like to see it moved across the northern part 
of the state, head south on the eastern side of the 
state, and then travel across the southern part of the 
state before entering South Dakota on May 23rd. 

  

Please consider holding this program in your area.  It 
can be held in church, at a council meeting place, or 
even in a home.  Our goal is to hold as many ser-
vices as possible throughout the state of Minnesota.   
 

Last year it was cancelled, but I believe the state is 
open enough for it to take place safely this year.   

 

If you need more information,  
contact me by phone or e-mail.   

 

Let me know ASAP if you are interested,  
so I can get you on the schedule.   

 

Thank you in advance for your consideration!  

MEMBERSHIP  
RECRUITMENT STRATEGIES 

  

 Call all members and parishioners, especially those you 
haven’t seen or heard from in a while. Ask how they’re 
doing, and if council can do anything to help them 
through these difficult days. Ask if they know anyone 
who might want to help the council advance it’s mis-
sion of service to the parish and community. 

 Publicize good works of the council and the Order. The 
more men know about who we are and what we do, the 
more receptive they’ll be to an invitation to join. 

 Make sure your parish website and/or e-bulletin has 
information about the Order’s Into the Breach and oth-
er faith formation materials. These materials can fill a 
very real spiritual void. 

 Have a conversation with your pastor.  What does he 
need?  Be the organization he can count on … and re-
mind him that with more members, you’ll be able to 
provide even greater service. 

 Conduct food drives.  Your council can make an im-
pact in your community, and be visible while you do it. 

 Host a blood drive.  The need for blood is great, but the 
pandemic has caused the cancellation of many drives.  
Host a drive in your church hall or council meeting 
place, and publicize it throughout your parish and com-
munity.  Make sure those members who volunteer at 
the drive or who donate are wearing their K of C gear. 

 Most importantly, focus on what you can do, not on 
what you cannot.  We all know that we’re limited in 
what we can do.  But that doesn’t mean that we’re 
powerless.  If you believe – as I know you do – that 
new members are needed now more than ever, I know 
you’ll figure out how to find those new members. 

Don’t you want to  

GET AWAY??? 
 

These recruiters are in the 
hunt for our getaway giveaway 

at the State Convention! 
Council 

# 
Total 
YTD 

Getaway 
Entries 

Member Name 

397 13 4 David DuPaul 

4021 9 3 Christopher Duna 

11679 8 2 David Pritschet 

6374 7 2 Christopher Massoglia 

1632 6 2 Andrew Poole 

5136 6 2 Walter Kieffer 

6374 6 2 Joseph Eymann 

8253 5 1 Brian Lachermeier 

14832 5 1 Michael Harrington 

945 4 1 Lee Jardine 

5276 4 1 Gerald Mehr 

3949 3 1 Dennis Doran 

16455 3 1 Steven Mages 

The entry field makes everyone’s chance very 
good to win this thing!! 

 
Fifteen men only need one new member to earn a 
chance in the drawing!!  If you know these guys, 
give ‘em a nudge and help them earn a chance in 
the drawing! 

Council 
# 

Total 
YTD 

Member Name 

881 2 John Arens 

961 2 Patrick Anderson 

3166 2 Clement Neil 

3473 2 Mark Greninger 

3827 2 Rodney Tholen 

4842 2 James Cross 

5136 2 Robert McManus 

5647 2 Todd Salmonson 

6772 2 James Stalberger 

6791 2 David Antus 

9139 2 David Whatmuff 

10138 2 Patrick Carlson 

14013 2 Joseph Furey 

15761 2 Robert Spehar 

17013 2 Fabian Yaklin 

Here are the 14 recruiters of record for 

the month of February 2021 

Council 
# 

Total 
YTD 

Member Name 

3473 2 Mark Greninger 

447 1 Alec Habig 

3827 1 Kodjo Djondo 

4021 1 Christopher Duna 

4374 1 Josh Phinney 

4374 1 Michael Schilling 

4797 1 Joseph Remer 

4914 1 James Ludowese 

4914 1 Timothy Gerold 

5296 1 Keith Bistodeau 

5647 1 Todd Salmonson 

8253 1 Brian Lachermeier 

11679 1 David Pritschet 

12520 1 Glenn Benson 

This accounts for 15 new members in 

February — good job men!! 

Monthly Top Recruiter Incentive 
 

Once again no one earned the top recruiter 
incentive because no Knight brought in 3 or 

more members in February. 

YEARLY TOP RECRUITER 
  

Who will earn the coveted  
Evangelist Sports Coat? 

 

The Yearly Top Recruiter earns an Em-
erald Green “Evangelist” Sports coat with a 
K of C emblem and recognition at the 2021 
State Convention (Deadline April 1, 2021). 
(Yearly top recruiter must meet 10 member 
minimum for award.) 
 

Leaders so far are: 

Dave DuPaul - 13 new members recruited 

Chris Duna - 9 new members recruited 

David Pritchet - 8 new members recruited 

Chris Massoglia - 7 new members recruited 

Don’t BREEZE Over This 

Chance to Win a Getaway 
by Bringing in New Members!! 

Recruiting Incentive for Everyone!!! 
 

Your State Council is offering an exciting in-
centive package for member recruitment this 
year!  Each member who recruits 3 new mem-
bers to the order before May 1, 2021 will be 
entered into a drawing to win his choice of the 
couple’s getaway packages below!!  One win-
ner will be drawn at the 2021 Minnesota State 
Convention.  Every additional 3 members you 
recruit will earn an additional entry in the draw-
ing.  The lucky winner will choose one of the 
following: 
 

Option 1 – for the golfing couple 
 

BREEZY’S DIAMOND GOLF PACKAGE 
 

Your package includes 3-4 days of unlimited 
golf with a power cart on Breezy’s Whitebirch 
and Breezy’s Traditional Golf Course.  Includ-
ed is lodging in the Breezy Inn for 3 nights, and 
choice of menu dinners at the Marina II Restau-
rant or Antlers Restaurant and breakfast/brunch 
each day.  PLUS a $100 Spa treatment for the 
lady at Breezy’s Serenity Spa, and we’ll even 
pay the mileage for your travel from home to 
Breezy Point! 
 

Option 2 – for the fishing couple 
 

BREEZY’S ALL INCLUSIVE SOCIAL 
PACKAGE AND GUIDED FISHING 
 

Your package includes 2 nights lodging in the 
Breezy Inn, breakfast each morning in the Ma-
rina II, lunch each day at the Dockside Lounge, 
dinner each evening at the Marina II, Antler’s, 
or Dockside Lounge and beverages at 
Dockside, Antler’s, or the Marina II.  PLUS a 
fishing guide will pick you up at Breezy for a 
full day of guided fishing on one of the 35 lakes 
in the Brainerd & Crosslake Area.  They will 
provide everything needed for a great day of 
fishing.  All you'll need is a valid Minnesota 
fishing license, some snacks, some refresh-
ments, and they'll take care of the rest.  Of 
course, we’ll pay the mileage for your travel 
from home to Breezy Point! 
 

Option 3 – for the couple who just wants to  
relax and enjoy each other’s company 
 

A TASTE OF BREEZY 
 

Your package includes 4 days and 3 nights for 
2 with lodging in the Breezy Inn, breakfast each 
morning at the Marina II, 3 dinners -  one night 
at Antlers Restaurant, one night at Palmer’s 
Grille, and one night at the Marina II Restau-
rant … all with your choice of the menu that 
includes premium steaks, seafood, and combos 
such as prime rib and cold water lobster, with a 
glass of house wine with dinner at each restau-
rant.  Also, a $100 spa treatment for the lady at 
Breezy’s Serenity Spa. PLUS a $250 gift card 
to allow you to enjoy local attractions, such as 
the Crosslake Historic Pioneer Village, the 
Northern Trackers Railroad Club, the Nordic 
House, or cruise Pelican Lake on the Breezy 
Belle.  Enjoy all this and mileage paid from 
your home to Breezy Point! 

mailto:larry.mader@live.com
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Auxiliary Corner 
 
And Then There Were Door Prizes 
is the 50 year history of the          
Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
Auxiliary as reflected in their conventions, 
workshop booklets, and minutes 1970-2020.  
While women have come together over the 
decades to participate in conventions and 
workshops, they stay for the door prizes.  The 
author tried to capture the history of the or-
ganization as a tribute to their wonderful ac-
complishments over 50 years. 

 

Order it from Amazon for $15  
Read on Kindle for $7 

 

The Proceeds Go to the  
Minnesota State Auxiliary 

 

 

Family of the Month  
 

Choose a Family of the Month every month. 
Present them with a Family of the Month 

certificate!  Enter them into Supreme’s contest!  
One family from a Minnesota Council  
is selected each month by Supreme!   
We publish this information in our  

Online Knightly News editions. 
 

Supreme has recently updated their re-
porting process for the Family of the 
Month.  Submissions must be completed 
online using Fraternal Programs Report Form 
#10784.  It is found by going onto kofc.org 
and choosing Programs under the What We 
Do menu.  It is the first form listed on that 
page.  You enter your member number and 
last name and Supreme will email you a link 
(at the email you have on file with Supreme).  
Questions?  Contact Manager of Family   
Programs Robert Nayden at           
robert.nayden@kofc.org  
 

Choose a Family of the Year from 
your Families of the Month and 
submit the Family of the Year form 
to State Program Director Joe 
George with your other  program 
year-end reports by April 1st.  Use 
these on Form SP-7. 

Knight of the Month 
 

Select a Knight to honor each month.  Publish it 
in your council newsletter and present him with a  

Knight of the Month certificate.  
 

Choose a Knight of the Year from these gentle-
men, and submit the Knight of the Year form to 
State Program Director Joe George with your 
other program year-end reports by April 1st.  Use 
these on Form SP-7  

Fort St. Charles News 
Sir Knight Jim Andrie  

jim.andrie@hotmail.com 
 

For Minnesota Knights unfamiliar with Fort St. 
Charles, it is a historic site on Magnusson Island at 
the northern tip of Minnesota.  The original fort was 
built in 1732 and was an active trading post until the 
1750’s.  This was likely the first site for Holy Mass 
in Minnesota.  In 1949, the 4th Degree Knights of 
Minnesota took on the project to mark and maintain 
the site.  In the 1951, an altar was built followed by 
a chapel in 1955.  In the 1960’s, a stockade was con-
structed along with markers indicating how the orig-
inal buildings were built.  The chapel was replaced 
in 2018-2019.  For more information, check out our 
website at fortstcharles.com.    
 

Fort St. Charles had some challenges in 2020 due to 
the Canadian border being closed.  The fort site had 
about half the number of visitors as in a typical year.  
We had spring and fall work crews who traveled 
across the Lake of the Woods by boat.  The crews 
did several small cleanup projects.  The crews had 
planned to construct two new decks and replace two 
cabin roofs.  Both projects have been put on hold 
until we are able to get a larger crew and equipment 
to the site by crossing through Canada.  The 14-
member board committed to raising funds to recon-
struct the stockade.  
 

Priests (along with three guests) can reserve the site 
and its three rustic cabins.  Please contact me to 
make reservations.  Due to the difficulty with the 
border closure, we did not have any priests stay at 
the cabins in 2020.  
 

I want to thank all the Knights who support this 
worthy project to preserve our history.  

Wake Up 
State Warden Jesse Kosloski 
statewarden@mnknights.org      
jesse.kosloski@gmail.com      

(218) 330-5648 
 

Brothers, 
 

April is here, and spring is in the air.  Councils 
are waking up from a long COVID nap.  If your 
council has not woken up yet . . . WAKE UP!!!!! 
 

We have had a good number of councils that nev-
er shut down and took up the cross to help their 
parishes and communities. THANK YOU!!! to 
those councils for living up to and supporting 
Blessed Father McGivney's mission with the 
Knights of Columbus. 
 

In talking with a number of councils through-
out the state, I have heard about a lot of programs 
with great results (raffles, drive through meals, 
prepackaged meal sales, food drives, rosaries 
(virtual and in-person).  COVID has been a chal-
lenge, but we are smarter and more determined 
than this pandemic. We have an extreme-
ly important mission that Blessed Father 
McGivney started, and we have chosen to pick 
up his cross and continue to carry it and ful-
fill this mission.  
 

We can't let this mission fail! 
We can't let our parishes fail! 

We can't let our communities fail! 
We can't let society fail! 

 

If your council is still taking a COVID nap, wake 
them up!!!  Our mission is extremely important 
and has not taken a nap, so let's get moving and 
GROW THE ORDER!! 
 

As always, if you or your council has questions 
or needs help, please reach out to your district 
deputy, regional consultant, or a state staff mem-
ber.  If we don't have the answer, we know peo-
ple who do. 
 

Happy Easter to you and your family! 
Vivat Jesus! 

Master’s Memo 
District Master James Witzman  

master@mnknights.org  
(612) 805-1846  

 

My Brother Knights; 
 

Lady Debbie and I wish each of you 
and your families a Blessed Easter and time to 
spend with family and friends (as much as 
COVID restrictions will allow).  
 

Christ is Risen – He is Truly Risen.   
 

Our Virtual Spring Exemplification on Saturday, 
April 17th is only a couple of weeks away.  There 
is still time to recruit candidates from your coun-
cil to join the Fourth Degree.  If you are already a 
Fourth Degree Sir Knight, please reach out to 
your assembly navigator for details regarding the 
remote locations and timeline.  If you are interest-
ed in joining the Fourth Degree and are unsure of 
which assembly you may be joining, please feel 
free to drop me a note at the email address above. 
 

Remember, it’s never been easier or less expen-
sive for candidates to join the Fourth Degree.  
Candidates must be Third Degree Knights; com-
plete a Form 4 Application and pay the registra-
tion fee ($50 for candidates and $30 for priests — 
however, in honor of the recent Beatification of 
Blessed Michael McGivney, priests will be exem-
plified for free, and deacons at a reduced cost of 
$30).  Now is a great time to get all the clergy in 
the districts active in our assemblies.  
 

If you or someone you know are new members or 
members who are not yet Third Degree, you/they 
can complete the Third Degree by participating in 
the new 35-minute Exemplification of Charity, 
Unity, and Fraternity that the Minnesota State 
Council is doing on Zoom the first three (3) 
Wednesday’s each month. (This zoom can be lo-
cated on www.mnknights.org).  
 

Let’s all Recruit and make this our  
best spring exemplification ever! 

 

Keep your sword bright for  
Liberty's defense. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

MN Knights  
Foundation Raffle 

MN Knights Foundation Treasurer Rick Morgan 
rickmorgan53@gmail.com 

 

We are in the home stretch for sending 
in 2020-21 tickets and money.  

 

DON’T WAIT!!!   
The sooner your council sends in 

tickets and money, the sooner your 
council gets its 50% check sent back.   

 

The deadline is May 1st! 
 

Please remember the following: 
 

 Never staple the tickets to a check 
 Bundle the raffle tickets and checks sepa-

rately.  Remember  to have the council 
number visible on the bottom of each ticket. 

 Include a short statement of how many 
tickets and how much money you sent us.   
Don’t send cash!  We prefer one council 
check. 

 We must have the tickets and money 
turned into our office by May 1, 2021 so we 
can process the tickets and include them in 
the drawing held during the 2021 MN State 
Knights of Columbus Convention.   

 If your council participates in the MN 
Knights Foundation Raffle, which most coun-
cils do, remember to apply for our Matching 
Grants by using the application found on our 
State K of C website. 

 

Good luck with this year’s  
MN Foundation Raffle!!!  

file:///C:/Users/Peni/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/4ASIG5BE/jim.andrie@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Peni/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/4ASIG5BE/fortstcharles.com
mailto:jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
mailto:master@mnknights.org
http://www.mnknights.org
mailto:rickmorgan53@gmail.com
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Domestic Church Kiosk 
Program Chair Dennis Cummings 
dennis_j_cummings@yahoo.com 

(651) 428-4929 
 

Brother Knights: 
 

For $150, a council can purchase a floor-standing 
display of 15 different religious books and 
accompanying posters to help advertise them to 
parishioners and visitors.  The sturdy bookshelf 
holds 15 copies of each book for a total of 225 items 
and can easily be placed in a church’s narthex for 
convenient public access. 
 

The collection's topics include Prayer Time, Letter 
to Families, A Scriptural Rosary, Saint Benedict for 
Busy Parents, Faith: Questions & Answers, Into the 
Breach, Gift of Fatherhood, Family in the Modern 
World, Mary - Mother of God, God's Plan for Love 
& Marriage, The Family Fully Alive, Lord - Teach 
Us to Pray, The Good Life - God's Way, Becoming 
a Real Man of God, and Saint Joseph - Our Father in 
Faith.   
 

To access the Into the Breach video series 
and study guide, visit https://www.kofc.org/

en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html 
 

For more information about the kiosk, visit 
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-

action-programs/faith/building-domestic-
church-kiosk.html 

 

If you don't already participate in this program, talk 
with your pastor about setting up a bookshelf at your 
parish church.  If you do participate, remember to 
mention the program on your Columbian Award 
application (Form SP-7).   
 

Contact me with any questions.  Vivat Jesus! 

 
Called in Service 

Community Programs Director  
Randy Balausky 

rbalausky@gmail.com 
(507) 213-9862 

 

My Fellow Brothers, 
 

As Knights of Columbus, we are called to 
serve our family and our God.  Our first 
principle is Charity, at home with our fami-
lies and in our communities.  This is a criti-
cal part of our Knights of Columbus mis-
sion.  Have you ever wondered, “How can I 
make my community better?”  Individuals 
can do great things on their own, but there is 
something bigger than self when Knights of 
Columbus members come together as one 
through their council and accomplish great 
things.  Councils that conduct these Commu-
nity Programs are positively shaping their 
community by addressing the needs of its 
citizens. 
 

Your local Knights of Columbus council, 
under the leadership of the GK, along with 
the council officers and members, selects the 
activities and programs that the council im-
plements.  It is through these programs that 
the council works for the betterment of our 
communities and our youth.  As a Catholic, 
family, fraternal service organization, we 
strive to assist our fellow man and their fam-
ilies, our Church, and our community in 
their well-being. 
 

There are programs like the Soccer Chal-
lenge, Free Throw Contest, Coats for Kids, 
Global Wheelchair Mission, and the Catho-
lic Citizenship Essay Contest to name just a 
few. In addition, some of the other programs 
include Helping Hands, Disaster Prepared-
ness, Habitat for Humanity, and Leave No 
Neighbor Behind. 
 

All of the Community Programs, along with 
detailed information on each of them, can be 
found in the Grand Knight’s Hand-
book.  You can access the Grand Knight’s 
Handbook by logging into Resources, Manu-
als and Directories and then select the 
Grand Knight Resources tab.  There you 
will find a wealth of information. 
 

You can also access information about all 
programs on the Minnesota Knights of Co-
lumbus webpage under the programs menu.  
 

Finally, in these days of change, be sure to 
review all program forms for any changes or 
updates to forms or programs that may have 
occurred. 

Yours in Brotherhood! 

Minnesota Global  
Wheelchair Mission  

2020 – 2021  
Wheelchair Sunday Initiative 
Community Programs Director Randy Balausky 

rbalausky@gmail.com 
(507) 213-9862 

 

The Purpose 
 To increase awareness and participation in           

Minnesota’s Global Wheelchair Mission. 
 

The Plan 
 Councils participate in a Wheelchair Sunday 
 

The Incentives 
1) Councils who conduct a wheelchair Sunday will 

receive one (1) free wheelchair for each parish 
that participates. 

2) For each Wheelchair Sunday Order Form that is 
completed, that council will be entered in a          
drawing to receive one of three wheelchairs 
(drawn at the 2021 State Convention). 

 

Wheelchairs can be distributed to the council’s  
charity/organization/person(s) of choice 

 

The Requirements 
By April 30, 2021, conduct a Wheelchair Sunday for a 
Church/Community Drive or the Minnesota Global 
Wheelchair Mission following these Established        
Action Steps: 
1. Contact the Knights of Columbus jurisdiction and 

coordinate with the state wheelchair chairman to 
determine how the council can assist with their 
Global Wheelchair Mission activities. 

2. Set an annual goal for the council to contribute to 
Global Wheelchair Mission (i.e. specific dollar 
amount or specific number of chairs). 

3. Build public interest for the program!  Promote 
the work of your council on behalf of the Global 
Wheelchair Mission in the parish and larger com-
munity through a variety of efforts (prominently 
displayed promotional posters, bulletin announce-
ments, pulpit announcements, postings on your 
council and parish website/social media pages). 

4. Schedule events to raise funds and promote pro-
gress toward your council goal.  If you plan to 
conduct a Wheelchair Sunday, work with your 
pastor to obtain his permission and recommenda-
tions.  Do not forget to encourage individual con-
tributions! 

5. Once your goal is met, submit the associated re-
porting forms to the Supreme Council Department 
of Fraternal Mission to gain credit for your pro-
gram.  Remember to retain copies for your council 
records. 

6. Submit all State reporting forms. 

7. Submit photographs, articles, and any other items 
showing what you have accomplished with the 
Wheelchair Order Form. 

8. Have FUN! 

Are You  
Socializing Yet? 

 

Need instructions to get on Facebook or 
Twitter?  Request a “Social Media 
Toolkit” by emailing Jeremy Hadash at 
hadashsports101@yahoo.com.  In addi-
tion to Facebook & Twitter, I have an 
additional time saving tool that helps 
you schedule your posts in advance.  
You may request this also. 
 

If you don’t have the time to get your 
page set up, you can request a page that I 
will set up.  
 

NOTE: If a district deputy does not have 
any “computer savvy” people, and he 
would like to maintain one for his dis-
trict, I can create that too. 
 

For any questions on Social  
Media, feel free to email me at  
hadashsports101@yahoo.com 

 

Jeremy Hadash, Social Media 

Run this in Your  

Church Bulletin: 
 

Your decision to join the Knights  
could define your year.  

 

Join Catholic men just like you  
striving to strengthen their faith,  

their families, and their communities  
as members of the Knights of Columbus.   

 

Every Knight makes a difference.  
 

Each man brings a unique story,  
a particular set of skills,  

and a heart that is ready to serve. 
 

We invite you to take this exciting step  
and join us today.  

 

It’s an opportunity that could define your 
year and change your life. 

 

KofC.org/JoinUs 

Use KC Napkins  
at Council Events  

 

Cases of 8000 K of C Napkins  
(40 bundles of 200 napkins 

sealed in plastic) 
Cost is $135 (plus shipping)  

 

Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder  

(320) 485-4448 
 schoenfelderkk@tds.net 

 

Minnesota Knights of Columbus  
Student Loan Fund 

 

Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly 
 

(952) 873-2213 
 

daly.daly@frontiernet.net 
 

(see the online supplement for more info) 

Help Your Council 
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash    
hadashsports101@yahoo.com 

 

Advertising comes in many forms, and when 
done right, your council gets in the spotlight.   
 

You can promote your council through print  
in magazines and newspapers. 

  

You can advertise with colorful flyers  
and council brochures.   

 

Promoting on social networks like Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter can also get your  

council in the spotlight for success.   
 

Email upcoming council events, subject line  
“My Council Events,”  

to have them promoted by me. 

mailto:dennis_j_cummings@yahoo.com
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/building-domestic-church-kiosk.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/building-domestic-church-kiosk.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/building-domestic-church-kiosk.html
mailto:rbalausky@gmail.com
mailto:rbalausky@gmail.com
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
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 Knights of Columbus                              
         Insurance 

 

Catholic Values  

Ethical Sales & Investing 

Service to the Church  
and the Community 

 
 

Make Sure Your Policies are Updated 
Review Them Yearly with Your Field Agent 

 

Every Field Agent has a horror story on working a death 
claim with outdated information, anything from a wrong ben-
eficiary to a contingent owner not listed. 
 

I’ve personally had to deal with an ex-spouse still listed as 
the beneficiary on a policy.  I can attest that the current wife 
is never happy about this.  We’ve had wills state one thing 
and the beneficiary designation stating another.  A will means 
nothing to a life insurance policy.  The only thing that matters 
is who is listed as the beneficiary, and it cannot be changed 
after death.  We’ve heard it all.  “Dad wanted me to have the 
money to pay his expenses, not all of us to share.”  Or worse, 
when one kid is excluded because they were born after the 
last beneficiary update.  Please make sure the beneficiary in-
formation is correct and what YOU want.  Make sure your 
heirs know as well.  Your death will be tragic enough.  Imag-
ine adding drama during that time because you  didn’t review 
your policy. 
 

What is a contingent owner?  It is someone who will take 
ownership of a policy after the current owner passes.  It is 
usually a parent who owns a kid policy, but there are other 
circumstances as well like special needs adults or any reason 
that someone should not own their own policy.  Why do you 
need a contingent owner listed?  If the owner dies and there is 
no contingent owner listed, then the deceased owner’s estate 
owns the policy.  It is somewhat of a mess for the family to 
get that policy out of the estate and to a legitimate new owner 
or the insured. 
 

These are just two examples of the danger of not meeting 
with your agent to review your existing policies on an annual 
basis.  When he calls, take the visit or call him.  For one, your 
family will appreciate it. 

 

 

 

“Father Wants You”  
Membership Campaign 

 

To be held at least twice a year 
 

Details are in the online supplement at 
mnknights.org 

Online  
Membership  

KofC.org/JoinUs 
 

A great option for those 
gentlemen who want to 
help out with the big  

picture and learn more 
about us and those who 

aren’t ready yet to join a 
local council. 

 

The perfect answer to,  
“I don’t have the time to 

join right now.” 

 
For more information,  

contact IPSD Marc Peters 
(612) 247-2220 

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 

New Council Development 
NCD Chairman Lloyd Cybart 

lloyd.cybart@kofc.org      
(952) 686-7720  

 

I am thrilled at the comments of our new Su-
preme Knight Patrick Kelly.  If you haven’t seen 
his message, pull it up on KofC.org and watch it.  It will reig-
nite the passion you had when you first joined the Order.  I 
especially liked his dedication to strengthening family life, he 
said: 
 

“We are advancing this mission in difficult times.  The family 
is under more intense pressure now than at any time in our 
history.  Fathers are trying to build healthy marriages and 
raise their children in the faith amid a culture that is working 
against them.  I believe the Lord is calling us to place an even 
higher priority on caring for the spiritual lives of men specifi-
cally as husbands and fathers.  Blessed Michael McGivney 
established the Knights to strengthen Catholic families, and 
that is what we must do now in new ways.”   
 

How do we do this?  We need to be the type of Knights wor-
thy of other men to wanting to join our Order.  We need to be 
in the parishes, leading the way, serving the members and the 
parish priest.  We need to be examples of strong family life.  I 
believe the best way is to have a council in every parish serv-
ing that congregation directly.  During this time, we need to 
lead people back into the churches.  Have you been to Mass 
lately?  Not a lot of people are attending.  We need to be 
ready when the restrictions are lifted. 
 

As the Supreme Knight said, “The Lord is calling us.”  We 
need to grow our membership and councils.  Do you know of 
a parish that needs a council?  Give me a call or email. 

Northwest 
Patrick Dolan, General Agent 
2315 N University Dr 
Suite L-5 
Fargo ND 58102 
Office: (701) 298-9922 
Patrick.Dolan@kofc.org 
 

East Central & NE 
Joe Caouette, General Agent  
161 Main Ave W 
Winsted MN 55395  
Office: (320) 485-2202 
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org 

  

Metro Area   
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent  
1301 E Cliff Rd 
Suite 110  
Burnsville MN 55337  
Office: (952) 686-7720 
Fax: 952-388-0851 
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 
www.twincitieskofc.org 

 

South  
David Goedtke, General Agent 
12 South Marshall Ave  
Springfield MN 56087  
Office: (507) 720-1652 
David.Goedtke@kofc.org 

  

Southwest 
Jon Beebe, General Agent 
2 Dart Dr 
Watertown SD 57201 
Office: (605) 882-8689 
Fax: (605) 882-0019 
Jon.Beebe@kofc.org 

Let us know about the good works your 
council is doing!!!  Inspire other councils by 

letting us publish it in the Knightly News.  
Email your article and photos to  

PSD Bob Penas at 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com 

Order wheelchairs to 
use in your parish or  

distribute in your area.   
 

Or turn in funds to help buy  
wheelchairs to be donated to help the  

Persecuted Christians in the Middle East. 
 

Information on how to hold a Wheelchair 

Sunday to raise funds is found on page 7. 
 

The form for turning in funds and ordering  

wheelchairs is found on the State website 
at mnknights.org. 

REMINDER:  
 

All checks sent to the  
Minnesota Knights of  

Columbus should be made 
payable to: 

 

Minnesota Knights  
of Columbus  

 

On the memo line,  
please list what the  

check is for. 

 

Advertising Can Help  
Your Council 
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash    
hadashsports101@yahoo.com 

 

Check out the online supplement for more  
ways to promote the good works of the  

Knights of Columbus and about chances  
to win prizes at the 2021 State Convention. 

Congratulations to our Top Field 
Agent Performers  

for Minnesota in 2020 
 

Men who earned the Supreme Knights Incentive Award 
were: 
 

 Jeff Woolsey (Cybart Agency) finishing at 139% of goal 
 Seth Myhre (Beebe Agency, Assistant General Agent) 

finishing at 113% 
 Sean Osowski (Dolan Agency) finishing at 110% 
 Tony Rosemeier (Beebe Agency) finishing at 108% 
 Joseph Furey (Caouette Agency) finishing at 105% 
 

Also, Minnesota had the highest number of Million Dollar 
Round Table (MRDT) members in our history.  MDRT is 
the top 1% on the life insurance industry, the Knights of 
Columbus had a record number qualifying in 2020.  These 
men were: 
 

 Jeff Woolsey (Cybart Agency) 
 Fabian Yaklin (Cybart Agency) 
 Andrew Poole (Cybart Agency) 
 Tony Rosemeier (Beebe Agency) 
 Sean Osowski (Dolan Agency) 
 Joseph Furey (Caouette Agency) 
 Brian Franck (Caouette Agency) 
 Steven Mages (Goedtke Agency) 
 

These accomplishments are especially exceptional as 2020 
was a very challenging year.   
 

All agents had to overcome not only the same obstacles 
everyone did, but also had to conduct our members’ busi-
ness in a very new way.  In less than two months’ time, we 
transitioned into a virtual environment keeping our mem-
bers and field agents safe from COVID-19.  Not only did 
we pivot on how we do business, but we broke our previ-
ous record in the amount of insurance we pro-
cessed.  YOUR field agents served you better than ever 
under the most challenging circumstances, you can be 
proud of these men. 

mailto:Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
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