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Masters Minute

Worthy Sir Knights and Brothers All

Welcome to the new District Newsletter. We have had these off and on in the past, but in these difficult times
of isolation for many due to the COVID-19 pandemic, I want to use this tool to help improve timely
communication and provide a forum for all Assemblies to share their great work. This newsletter is being
emailed to Navigators and Comptrollers. Please share this with your Assembly Members.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of our Brother Knights and their families that may be suffering from
the COVID-19 and the seasonal Flu that is plaguing our Country and State at this time. Please consider the
Degree of Fraternity, by calling Sir Knights that we may not have seen in a while, just to check on their well-
being and/or needs. Remember “Leave No Neighbor Behind” Charity begins at home!

I am pleased to announce our first Winter Fourth-Degree Exemplification will he held on Saturday, January
09, 2021 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon (Registration at 9:15 am). Due to the current coronavirus pandemic,
we will be conducting a Hybrid “virtual” Fourth-Degree Exemplification with the Degree Team performing
the ceremony live while candidates will gather locally in small groups with their respective new Assembly
and view the ceremony virtually. This Exemplification will honor the Beatification of Blessed Fr. Michael J.
McGivney and is being Hosted by Good Shepard Assembly #2604, SK Denny Behm, Navigator.

Remember, membership is still the lifeblood of our Order and we need to bring new Brother Knights into the
Patriotic Arm of the Order. Please do not assume our Brothers know about the Fourth-Degree! All you have
to do is ask. Further, we must ensure a Fourth-Degree report is given at every Monthly Council Meeting, so
Fourth-Degree information is made available to our Third-Degree Brothers.

It’s time to plan for your Assembly’s annual Renewal of Obligations ceremony. This ceremony is usually
exemplified at your Assembly’s first meeting in January. Each Assembly will need to determine when it will
be safe to schedule and let me know as soon you have a date selected so I can plan accordingly. For those
Assemblies who don’t have this event on your assembly calendar, I encourage you to do so. It is a beautiful
ceremony and helps to foster the beautiful principles of the Knights of Columbus and in particular the principle
of Patriotism.

Lastly, Lady Debbie and I would like to wish you and your family a Very Blessed Christmas. May God bless
you in your efforts to build His kingdom and may he continue to bless America.

Remember — “Sir Knight” is not just a title, it is “An Honor™!

James M. Witzman, Master
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Provincial News

The Annual Provincial meeting brought together Vice Supreme Master, Craig Larson and the five (5) District
Masters of the Marquette Province on Friday, October 9™. As with many of today’s activities, we met virtually,
but were able to spend some time together and get to know each other for a brief time.

VSM Craig brought everyone up to date on takeaways from the Supreme Masters Meeting held the end of
September. We talked about several topics especially the growth of the Fourth-Degree in our respective
Districts and that until COVID-19 subsides, we need to leverage technical capabilities and use virtual meeting
capacities at both the Assembly and District levels. Having had to cancel both our Spring and Fall
Exemplifications in 2020, we are behind in new membership but we now have a chance to bring in many of
those candidates at the virtual exemplification in January.

Another topic was activities and service to active military and our veterans. The Supreme Council recently
renewed its financial commitment to the Military Chaplain Scholarship. Contributions are voluntary at this
time; however, I would hope that all of the Assemblies in the District will make a donation to this effort.

We also spoke of the Veteran’s Affair Volunteer Service. Please see more information on this Fourth-Degree
program later in the newsletter and thoughtfully consider your Assemblies ability to commit to this effort.

Supreme reported that they now have an active initiative get more recognition for the office distinctions in the
new Uniform including recognition of our guard members who used to wear the Red cape. We do not know
yet what form this will take (beret patch, service baldric or something else). I will keep you posted as more
information is available.

Supreme has recently approved a new topcoat for official wear with the new uniform. It is now available on
the uniform website (https://www.kofcuniform.com/uniform-replacements/product/408841/knights-of-
columbus-wool-overcoat) and is designed for use during outside guards.

Assembly Activity Report

Msgr. Meagher Assembly 1637 (Bloomington) provides for the spiritual welfare of veterans at the Minnesota
Veterans Home by providing Mass and Hospitality for Veterans every Saturday. This effort is currently on
hold due to COVID-19 restrictions, but SK Joe Novak and his team are anxiously awaiting the ability to
resume this service.

Nicollet Assembly 526 (Minneapolis) is currently running their annual Socks for Vets collection. Over the
past few years, they have collected more than 2000 pairs of socks per year which are delivered to the VA
Hospital in Minneapolis in January for use by Veterans.

Please send me information on activities of your Assembly — especially your Patriotic Programs so that
they can be shared with all other Assemblies.
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Veteran’s Affairs Volunteer Services

One of the programs of the Fourth-Degree is the Veteran’s Affairs Service Program.

Our military personnel voluntarily act as the protectors of our nation, standing on the front lines while keeping
us safe behind them. There are 26 million U.S, veterans and hundreds of thousands of men and women
currently serving in the military. Meeting the needs of such a large population is the Veterans Health
Administration (VHA) of the Department of Veterans Affairs, which operates more than 1,000 facilities
throughout the United States, ranging from full-service hospitals to nursing homes and home-care programs.

When our country needed them, our veterans answered the call to serve.

Knights are being called to serve our veterans through the “Serving Those Who Served” program. Our goal is
to have an active corps of Knights serving as volunteers at every Veterans Administration medical facility in
the nation.

In the District of Minnesota, we have Two (2) major VA Medical Centers in Minneapolis and St. Cloud.

We also have 13 VA Clinics in Albert Lee, Alexandria, Bemidji, Brainerd, Ely, Hibbing, Mankato,
Maplewood, Montevideo, Ramsey, Rochester, Shakopee and St. James. Volunteers are needed at these
veterans’ facilities on a regular basis. (Pending COVID-19 restrictions)

We currently have representation in St. Cloud, and as a Patriotic Organization, I am asking individual
Assemblies to adopt a nearby VA facility as part of their Patriotic Programs and ensure that we have VAVS
representatives at each of these facilities going into 2021. There is one certified representative and, up to three
deputy representatives from the Knights of Columbus at each of these facilities (can be a joint effort of
neighboring Assemblies).

Representatives recruit and manage K of C VAVS volunteers in developing activities and programs that target
the most essential needs of the patients. Please talk with your brother Sir Knights and let me know which
facility your Assembly can support and I will provide additional information to get representatives certified.

+ THE 4TH DEGHEE +

+ PATRIOTISM +
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Questions and Answers

Questions received from around the District.

Q: How can Assemblies provide Honor Guards for Wakes and Funerals if we do not have enough
Sir Knights with the new Uniform?

A: Being able to serve as a part of an Honor Guard at a Wake and/or Funeral for a Brother Sir Knight that
has passed is both an honor and a privilege and should be performed in a very dignified manner.

I realize that not all former Guard Members have been able to acquire the new uniform, which makes
it difficult for Assemblies to answer the call. Wearing of the old Regalia (Cape & Chapeau) is
forbidden, so finding ways to assist members with the cost of the new uniform should be a priority for
all Assemblies. Also, I would recommend reaching out to neighboring Assemblies and partner together
to provide sufficient guard members.

For the remainder of this fraternal year, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic limiting attendance at
Honor Guards, I will approve the following exemptions to the new uniform policy for Wakes only.
a. Preferred option is members in uniform including Beret, Gloves, Service Baldric and Sword.
b. 2" option is members in Tuxedo, Social Baldric and Gloves. No Service Baldric or Sword.
c. 3" option is members in Dark Suits and the Ceremonial Baldric (Yellow & White). No Gloves
or swords.
If possible, guards should be paired by uniform option when posted at the casket. (Both Guards in
uniform, both in Tuxedos or both in Suits).

Honor Guards for all other functions including the Funeral Mass must comply with the new uniform
policy.

Can we do the Renewal of Obligations Ceremony in church after mass?
While it is possible to use the church as a venue, unlike the Ceremony for the Exemplification of

Charity, Unity and Fraternity, the Fourth-Degree Ceremonies remain restricted to Fourth-Degree Sir
Knights. As such, we need to continue to hold Fourth-Degree ceremonies in a secure chamber.

Final Salute

11/04/2020  Fr. Casey Assembly 2390 Mora SK Jerry ‘Gary’ Smith
11/22/2020  Msgr. Keaveny Assembly 537 Little Falls ~ SK John D. Wachlarowicz
12/01/2020  Albert Lee Assembly 550 Albert Lee ~ SK John William 'Bill' Schindler

Cternal regt grant unto them, @ Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. Mayp the souls
of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of Gobd, rest in peace.

Please send me information for any member of your Assembly that passes away, that they may be included here.
Also, let me know if they held any leadership positions such as FDD, PGK or PFN so we can properly recognize
them.
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District Calendar of Events

Events canceled/rescheduled due to COVID-19 outbreak:

% Installation Mass for Fr. Parks with Archbishop Hebda — St. Michael, MN

% Installation of Officers - Bishop Edward A Fitzgerald Assembly 548 — Byron, MN
% Installation of Officers - St. Peter Assembly 545 — St. Peter, MN

% District 56 Holiday Party

% Nicollet Assembly Ladies Christmas Party

% Dec4 State Officer Meeting — Virtual
% Dec 5-6 State Midyear Meetings — Virtual
w Dec 25 Christmas

Tentatively scheduled Ceremonies:
% Jan4,20201 Renewal of Obligations — Archbishop Murray 538 - Glencoe, MN.
% Jan4,2021  Renewal of Obligations — Nicollet 526 - Minneapolis, MN.
% Jan 19,2021 Installation of Officers & Renewal of Obligations
Bishop Fitzgerald 548 - Byron, MN
% Jan 21,2021 Installation of Officers & Renewal of Obligations
St. Peter 545 - St. Peter, MN.
% Mar 17 Renewal of Obligations - Msgr. Meagher 1637 - Bloomington, MN.
% TBD Renewal of Obligations — Fr. Pierz 530, Msgr. Keaveny 537 &
Msgr. Scott 549 — Brainerd, MN.

Upcoming Exemplifications

% Jan 09, 2021 Winter Hybrid Exemplification — St. Joseph of the Lakes, Lino Lakes, MN
w  Apr 16-18, 2021 Spring Exemplification - Chase on the Lake, Walker, MN
w Jul 17,2021 Summer Exemplification - TBD

% Oct29-31, 2021 Fall Exemplification - Best Western, New Ulm. MN

w Apr 22-24, 2022 Spring Exemplification — Minneapolis, MN (Nicollet Assembly)
W Jul 16,2022 Summer Exemplification - TBD

% Oct 28-30, 2022 Fall Exemplification — Marshall, MN (Marshall Assembly)
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District Staff

District Master:

SK James M. Witzman master@mnknights.org
District Marshal:

SK J. Ray Dixon ray-dixon(@att.net

Degree Team Captain:
SK Bradley S. Jacobs FM bjacobs@patrioterect.com

Fort Saint Charles Chairman:
SK James J. Andrie jim.andrie@hotmail.com

Crow Wing Chapel Chairman:
SK Jerome N. Hettwer

Fr. Hennepin Statue Chairman:
SK Thomas A. Hallaway PFN tshallaway(@charter.net

Hall of Fame Committee Chairman:
SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FM pcharter@comcast.net

Audit Committee Chairman:
SK Thomas J. Grinnell FM orinnell9@mchsi.com

Veteran’s Affairs Volunteer Services (VAVS) Committee Chairman:
Open

Former District Masters:

SK Philip M. Harter PSD, FM 1986-1988 pcharter(@comcast.net
SK Robert J. Barry FM 1995-1998  bobjbgm(@gmail.com

SK Gregory L. van der Hagen PSD, FVSM 2002-2006  glvdh@mchsi.com

SK Thomas J. Grinnell FM 2006-2010  grinnell9@mchsi.com

SK Robert N. Mathewson FM 2010-2014  funifoxstd@aol.com

SK Craig A. Larson VSM, PSD 2014-2018  mnclars@gmail.com

SK Bradley S. Jacobs FM 2018-2020  bjacobs@patrioterect.com
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