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 Be the Good Samaritan 
State Deputy Dave Whatmuff      
statedeputy@mnknights.org      

(763) 772-2997   
 

Dear Brothers, 
 

I usually try to make my monthly Knightly News 
article positive, and I’ll at least start like that. 
 

Some great things have happened in the month of October, which 
gives me confidence that members of some councils in our state are 
fully engaged in the “Leave no Neighbor Behind” program … 
 

On Saturday October 3rd, we had our quarterly state officer’s meet-
ing, and the ladies got together to make blankets and collect baby 
clothes, diapers, wipes, and other baby needs, which I delivered 
later in the week to the Star of the North Maternity home in Du-
luth, which provides a safe and loving space for homeless pregnant 
mothers and their babies.  
 

We had a great “Coats for Kids” drive this year, with 20 councils 
distributing more than 3,000 coats at many locations around the 
state.  I was privileged to be a part of some of these:  

 On Tuesday, October 20th, and Wednesday October 21st, I 
helped Council 9139 to take coats to schools in the northern 
suburbs.  One of the council’s newest young members (who 
happens to be my godson) was able to help out on the 21st. 

 On Saturday, October 24th, I visited several C4K events, at 
Holy Rosary in Minneapolis, at Bloomington Council, and at 
Crystal Council, where we distributed coats from a very chilly 
parking lot for a couple of hours!  Another of Council 9139’s 
newest members (this one my son-in-law), joined SMD Patrick 
and me on these. 

 On Tuesday, October 27th, I visited Council 3473 up in Aitkin, 
where we delivered coats, snow pants, and homemade hats to 
the elementary school, the police station, and the sheriff's of-
fice, then a further delivery 50 miles north at Hill City High 
School. 

 

Usually we all get a kick out of seeing the looks on the faces of 
children receiving these coats, some of whom have never had a 
new coat in their lives.  This year the COVID-19 pandemic pre-
vented the personal contact, but we had the gratitude and smiles 
(under the masks) of the teachers and other leaders to console us. 
 

On October 22nd, we were asked to participate in “2020 Champions 
Together,” a virtual event held by Special Olympics Minnesota.  
As you know, we had no Tootsie-Roll event this year, but thanks to 
donations from several councils around the state, and the foresight 
of past state deputies and Special Olympics chairmen, I was able to 
pledge a donation of $30,000 to help with their fall bowling event. 
 

Of course, on Saturday, October 31st, we were blessed to have the 
ceremony of the beatification of our founder, where the Venerable 
Servant of God Michael Joseph McGivney, was proclaimed to be 
the Blessed Michael Joseph McGivney.  Council 9905 hosted a 
communion service presided over by our good friend Sir Knight Fr. 
Paul Jarvis, where we viewed the ceremony on the big screen at St. 
Joseph’s Church.  We also planned for an Exemplification of Char-
ity, Unity, and Fraternity to be held in-person and on Zoom imme-
diately following the beatification service and ordered 50 com-
memorative certificates to be given to candidates. 
 

October was also a month of much-improved recruitment … our 
first-quarter total of just over 100 was almost doubled in a single 
month to 196; members joining councils was almost doubled from 
a first-quarter total of 59 to 116. 
 

The State Council has 4 exemplification teams, running a Zoom 
virtual exemplification at 8:00 p.m. every Wednesday evening, and 
this is available for every council in the state to register candidates 
on the State website.   
 

All very positive … so why the reservations mentioned at the    
beginning of this article? 

 

(continued on the next page) 

Season of Preparation 
State Chaplain Father Gabriel Walz 

statechaplain@mnkights.org       
(218) 894-2296 

 

The close of November marked the tran-
sition into a New Liturgical Year for the 
Church.  The first days of December step 
into the first week of the Advent Season, 
a season of joyful anticipation and preparation for the 
coming of our Messiah.  I am reminded that when I was a 
boy, anytime a guest was going to visit our home, my 
mother would have us all assist in the “burden” of 
“cleaning” the house, even if it was just a couple of rela-
tives coming over to play cards.  The idea of preparing the 
home to more worthily receive its visiting guest can be a 
sort of analogy for what we should be doing in our hearts 
during this season of preparation for the visitation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at Christmastime.  
 

Since last Spring, COVID-19 protocols meant that church-
es and schools were closed for a period of time throughout 
the state of Minnesota.  Even now, there are so many limi-
tations experienced by the faithful.  But our relationship 
with the Lord should ever be the FIRST priority of our 
lives.  
 

Make a point to check the bulletin for confession times (if 
offered) at the local parishes.  Is there a parish near you 
offering Masses that you and your family can attend?  
Consider, as a family, making a renewed commitment to 
daily prayer.  Try to center your thoughts away from the 
commercialization of Christmas and on the Guest who is 
coming to visit: Jesus Christ, the Lord. 
  

May God bless you and your families throughout these 
Advent and Christmas Seasons!  Vivat Jesus! 

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 
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          MN STATE COUNCIL 
        KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
        812 GREENSVIEW CT NW 
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Read the Knightly News Every Month Online at mnknights.org! 

October Top Recruiter 
 

6 new members were recruited by Walter Kiefer  
of Collegeville Council 5136    

He will be receiving a $25 gift card.   
 

He also earns 2 entries in our Getaway Drawing. 
 

Each member who recruits 3 new members into the Order 
before May 1, 2021 will be entered into a drawing to win 
his choice of three couple’s getaway packages at Breezy 
Point!!!  One winner will be drawn at the 2021 Minnesota 
State Convention.  Every additional 3 members you recruit 
earns an additional entry in the drawing. The listing of 
those who have recruited 2 or more new members  can be 
found in the December Online Supplement. 

 

We had 32 new members recruited by 21 men. 

Contact every member every month  
and see how they are doing under the  
No Neighbor Left Behind Initiative 

 

Live Online Exemplifications  
will be held the every  

Wednesday evening at 8 p.m.  
The schedule and links to 

the registration pages are on 
our State website at 

MNKnights.org under 
Events>Degree Schedules 

 

NOTICE:  There will NOT  
be any district, regional,  

or state free throw contests  
this year due to the pandemic and  

our need to be safe and responsible. 
 

If councils can hold a safe, local  
                    contest, they may do so. 

 
Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Free Throw  

Chairman Conrad Meier 
cmeier2@chartermi.net     (320) 260-6945       

mailto:cmeier2@chartermi.net
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* Star Council * 
Piece of Cake 

State Warden Jesse Kosloski 
statewarden@mnknights.org      
jesse.kosloski@gmail.com      

(218) 330-5648 
 

Wow!  It is hard to believe we are 
almost half way through this fraternal year.  Where 
has the time gone? 
 

Looking through reports on a daily basis, I get to see 
which councils are not being stopped by COVID and 
are cruising toward the coveted Star Council Award.  
I was privileged to award four of Minnesota’s 26 
2019-20 STAR Council Awards.  Wouldn't it be great 
to be able to present to all 271 councils? 
 

Impossible?  I don't think so.  The steps to achieve 
Star Council are not that hard.  Membership Growth, 
Fraternal Benefits Nights, Programs, and some paper-
work. 
 

Piece of cake!!  I can say this, because in my 3 years 
as a district deputy, my district achieved All Star Dis-
trict one year and Star District one other year 
 

It can be done if your council wishes to do it.  Paper-
work can be done quickly and easily.  Safe Environ-
ment takes about 45 minutes to complete using a 
computer.  Membership is easier than ever.  Who else 
can say that their organization's founder is Blessed?  
Not to mention online membership is free through 
December (Code MCGIVNEY2020). 
 

If your leadership is not doing paperwork, work with 
them to get it done.  If they say we don't know how, 
reach out to their district deputy, their regional con-
sultant, a state officer, or a state staff member.  We 
will and can help you achieve Star Council.  If they 
need help with Safe Environment, we can help there, 
too. 
 

Let's make 2020-2021 the best year of the Knights  
of Columbus.  Let's show the world how great  

Minnesota Knights are. 
 

Need help?  Ask!!! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

 Be Thankful for  
All the Good 

State Treasurer Bou Gazley     
statetreasurer@mnknights.org     

(507) 259-7851 
 

We have finally made it to Decem-
ber.  2020 has been a challenging 
year for many reasons, but there are also many posi-
tives that happened this year!  The Vikings beat the 
Packers in Green Bay, we had 60 and 70 degree 
weather in November, and the political ads are done 
for another election season, hopefully.  Although 
2020 has been difficult, it is also the year that Fr. 
Michael J. McGivney, the founder of the Knights of 
Columbus, was beatified!  This has been a great 
year for the Knights.  
 

While the Coronavirus has forced many changes 
into all our personal lives, as well as our council and 
parish lives, we will come through this even strong-
er.  Blessed Fr. McGivney created the Knights of 
Columbus in a dark time of economic downturn.  
May the current challenges also bring forth change 
and growth in our Order.  This started with the 
“Leave No Neighbor Behind” initiative.  What bet-
ter way to display our Knighthood values than by 
helping our fellow neighbors in need?   
 

I also hope this pandemic has brought us to a more 
prayerful appreciation of our faith. While our 
churches had to be closed, Mass did not stop!  So 
even if 2020 goes down in history as a year that 
everyone wants to forget, it is important to think 
about all the good that has happened this year and 
be thankful! 
 

I wish all of you and your families a  
Very Merry Christmas  

and a safe and prosperous New Year!  

Until next year, Vivat Jesus! 

 

Restore All Things 
in Christ! 

Associate State Chaplain  
Father Martin Schaefer 

 

“You say that I am a King. For this 
I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth.” 

John 18:37 
  

As we enter the month of December, we anticipate 
the celebration of Christmas with the prayerful ob-
servance of Advent.  Between the COVID-19 pan-
demic and deep divisions in society, we have nu-
merous opportunities to place our trust in the power 
of God to restore all things in Christ.  We live our 
vocation to holiness when we put our faith in Christ 
the one who strengthens us.  
 

As we begin these days of preparation for Christ-
mas, we have an opportunity to revisit why God 
became man.  Peter Kreeft authored a catechism 
entitled, “Catholic Christianity.”  Kreeft outlines the 
teachings of the Church in a question and answer 
format.  Under the heading, “Why God Became 
Man,” he lists four reasons why God freely chose to 
become man.  I share this list of reasons as a way to 
help each of us refocus our hearts and minds back to 
the mystery of the Incarnation.     
 

 “The Word became flesh for us in order to save 
us by reconciling us with God who loved us and 
sent his son to be the expiation for our sins.” (1 
John 4:10; 4:14; (CCC 457)  Jesus gave his life 
for us so that we might live.   

 

 “The Word became flesh so that we might 
know God’s love” (CCC 458;  John 3:16).  This 
is the most supernatural thing that has ever tak-
en place.  We experience in the natural world 
reminders of this gift of new life in Christ; for 
example, when we feel a gentle breeze on our 
face or take in a majestic sunrise.      

 

 “The Word became flesh to be our model of 
holiness.”   He shows to us the design and pur-
pose of our lives.   

 

 “The Word became flesh to make us ‘partakers 
of the divine nature’.” (2 Peter 1:4; CCC 654) 

 

I pray that each of you may experience a new joy 
this Christmas as we ponder the wonders of God’s 

love permeating the lives of all people.   
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Supreme Incentives Spotlight 
 

Trip to New Haven in Sept. or Oct. 2021 — The top 
four DDs and top four GKs (by percent of net intake) 
will be awarded a trip to the birthplace of the Order with 
their wife — roundtrip airfare, transportation to/from 
hotel, and activities including a trip to the Knights of 
Columbus Museum and St. Mary’s will be covered  
 

Blessed Michael J. McGivney Medallion — Cele-
brate the beatification of our founder — commemorative 
medallions awarded to every recruiter who recruits 5 or 
more members during the 2020-2021 fraternal year 

Pray and Lead 
State Secretary Dan DeCrans      

statesecretary@mnknights.org      
(218) 255-1125   

 

Brother Knights, 
 

Now that national and state elections 
are over, it is time to pray for our leaders.  Pray that 
they do what is right for our country and state.  Pray 
for the end of abortion.  Pray for the end of violence.  
Pray for the end of social injustice, racism, etc.  Pray 
that we can come together in support of our country 
and state.  Pray that our leaders can restore the faith in 
our government that has been damaged in the last few 
years.  Pray for restoration of our religious freedom.  
Pray for our Supreme, State, and Council Knights of 
Columbus Leaders as they lead us to perform more 
charitable acts in our parishes and communities.  Pray 
that together, we Knights, lead by example and make 
all the aforementioned come true by living our lives as 
Blessed Fr. McGivney envisioned. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Vivat Jesus! 

Be the Good Samaritan 
State Deputy Dave Whatmuff      

(continued from page 1) 
 

Well … great though this is, it is the result of the ef-
forts of a small number of councils in the state: 

 20 of 282 councils were involved in the Coats for 
Kids drive. 

 Only 6 of 282 councils donated to the Special 
Olympics Bowling Tournament! 

 Only 62 councils have recruited members … 220 
councils have not recruited a single member! 

 In two months, only 6 candidates have registered 
for the State Council online degrees! 

 Not a single candidate registered for the Com-
memorative Exemplification on Beatification 
Day! 

 

So … do you think I have some reason to be a little 
disappointed with results?  
 

I know that this pandemic has continued much longer 
than we thought, and continues to be a major prob-
lem, and we have every reason to be fearful of infec-
tion by this dangerous, killing, disease!  But there is 
so much that we can do without leaving our homes.  
Get out from under your bed and hold your council 
meetings on Zoom.  Plan “virtual” fundraisers so that 
you can support those in need in your community and 
parish.  Plan “virtual” recruiting drives and advertise 
in your parish bulletin, so we can offer membership 
in our great Order to more men, so they can become 
better men, better Catholics, better husbands, and 
better fathers. They can join online at KofC.org/
joinus, and become 3rd degree members of your coun-
cil by registering on the State website for one of the 
weekly degrees or an on-demand degree at Supreme.  
We, and that includes you, have a moral duty to offer 
every Catholic man this opportunity! 
 

In his comments during the beatification, Supreme 
Knight Carl Anderson quoted from Pope Francis’ 
encyclical “Fratelli Tutti” on fraternity and social 
friendship: “Each day we have to decide whether to 
be Good Samaritans or indifferent bystanders.”  
Which will you be? 
 

Blessed Michael McGivney pray for us!  Vivat Jesus! 

New Council 
 

Congratulations to new Council 17596 formed at St. 
John the Baptist Byzantine Church in Minneapolis! 

 

Much gratitude is due to pastor Fr. Cyril Farmer and 
the hard work done by GA Lloyd Cybart and FA An-
dre Estevez, who writes: 
 

In consultation with Fr. Cyril Farmer, pastor of St. 
John’s Greek Catholic Church and one of our to-be-
exemplified brothers, it has been decided that the new 
council should be named for Blessed Theodore 
Romzha, a bishop of the Greek Catholics in Sub-
Carpathia on the western border of modern Slovakia 
and Ukraine. Bishop Romzha presided over the Epar-
chy (diocese) of Mukacheve from 8. September 1944 to 
31. October 1947. 
 

When the Soviets attempted to coerce Bishop Romzha 
to break faith with the See of Rome and enter commun-
ion with the Russian Orthodox Church, he stood firm 
in defense of Holy Union with the Successor of Peter. 
For his refusal to break faith with the Bishop of Rome, 
he was killed on the orders of Nikita Krushchev.  After 
the Divine Liturgy, plainclothes soldiers ambushed 
Bishop Romzha and his seminarians on the road and 
savagely beat them.  When Blessed Theodore survived 
the attack, he was poisoned in his hospital bed on the 
night of October 31st, the day on which he is now com-
memorated at the Divine Liturgy. 
 

We Greek Catholics keep Blessed Theodore Romzha’s 
memory with love and continue to draw inspiration 
from his witness to the sovereignty of the Holy See in 
the face of Communist persecutions.  He was a true 
shepherd of his flock, and his fidelity to the tradition of 
the Eastern Church in Communion with the Supreme 
Pontiff is an example of the Unity to which we as 
Knights of Columbus strive.  It is an act of Providence 
that our venerable founder, Fr. Michael J. McGivney, 
should be beatified on the same day Bishop Romzha 
was crowned in Martyrdom. 
 

Our very best wishes and thanks to Fr. Cyril and the 
other new members of Council 17596.  They will re-
ceive a commemorative charter in recognition of their 
formation during the period of the beatification of our 
founder. 

Minnesota State Deputy Dave Whatmuff 

Grand Knights:  If Supreme hired a  
professional recruiter for your council at no 
expense to you, would you be able to make 

your membership goals? 
 

They already did -- he’s called a Field Agent! 
 

Invite him to every program and event,  
and help him do his job. 

mailto:jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
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Do All We Can 
State Membership  

Director Patrick Farrelly 
membershipdirector@mnknights.org      

pfmaplegrove@aol.com 
(763) 218-3816 

 

We are in a pandemic.  Our intake goals 
were adjusted, and it is more possible than ever to earn 
the Star Council Award.  The Founders’ Award now only 
requires you to promote and attend 2 fraternal benefits 
seminars.   
 

What?  Who is thinking about STAR Council now?  We 
are in a pandemic, Patrick!   
 

I am, and I invite you to, also. 
 

I hear two widely disparate opinions when it comes to 
this pandemic.  1) “I have to choose between the Knights 
of Columbus and death”, and 2) “We cannot afford to 
shut down.  The world needs us.”    
 

Other perspectives abound: This whole thing is over-
blown; I don’t want to kill my mother because I went to 
Mass; people think the virus is going to magically disap-
pear after the election; this virus is going to be with us for 
years and will affect us long after there is a vaccine; the 
cases are going up because they are doing more tests; 
cases and hospitalizations are not the same thing; hospi-
talizations and ICU cases are different; there is going to 
be a terrible winter surge; we can’t shut down again; the 
vaccine is going to be ready by December; it will take 
until Easter to get a vaccine (or later); this party is under-
playing the impact; that party is overplaying the impact.  
The sky is falling.  Rainbows and unicorns abound.   
 

What do we really know?  This virus is dangerous.  God 
loves us.  We serve God.  We are called to be Knights of 
Columbus.   
 

Let’s cut through the noise and do all we can to serve 
while keeping each other safe.  Being idle is not the ser-
vice we are called to.  We have a lot of smart people who 
can think of things we can do and ways we can do them 
safely.  There are a boatload of new and changing needs 
out there asking for our attention.   
 

You’re probably a leader if you are reading this.  Be a 
man who looks for what is possible and brings out the 
best in his Brother Knights through service.  We have 
repeatedly said the only way we can continue to serve 
each other, our Church, our priests, and our community is 
to have a constant flow of new members coming in.  The 
pandemic has not changed that.  If anything, it made it 
even more important because there is so much more we 
can do with more men.  
 

Please do not devolve into a check writing institution be-
cause we are in a pandemic.  These times call for action.  
If your older leaders can’t act safely, ask your younger - 
perhaps somewhat inactive - guys to step up and fill the 
gap!  You need them!  I doubt you will be able to make a 
more compelling case for their help after the pandemic is 
behind us!   
 

So back to the goals.  We need new men.  Programs are 
what attract men.  Do meaningful programs safely, and 
invite new men to help. Then invite them to become 
Knights.  Lower Mass attendance does not mean you can-
not reach parish men.  Run a Delta Drive.  Use the bulle-
tin, parish roster, email news, and just plain phone calls.  
Tag team all prospect follow-up.      
 

Invite them, have them join online for free, help them 
attend an online degree, and help them get active! 

KNIGHTLY NEWS 

Program Ideas  
During Isolation 

State Program Director Joe George 
1926 72nd Street 

Centerville, MN 55038 
programdirector@mnknights.org 

(651) 253-3112    
 

Many councils are struggling with how to hold meet-
ings, let alone programs, during this pandemic while 
under restrictions and how to do both safely.  Has your 
council failed to hold a virtual meeting because your 
leadership lacks the technical ability to set up a Zoom 
account and run the meeting?  It’s really easier than 
you think. We have several Minnesota State team 
members who can help you.  Just ask. 
 

Once you have the know how to run a Zoom meeting, 
it opens up the door to a lot of possibilities.  Some 
councils are holding virtual rosaries, novenas, and Into 
the Breach programs (you can still be part of the State 
Council one right now — details are on the State web-
site at mnknights.org).  As a matter of fact, just think 
for a minute about all the programs you have held in 
the past, and how you can adapt them to run virtually.   
 

Now, I know that sitting in front of a screen is not the 
same as in person, and not every program can be done 
virtually, but holding your council meetings and as 
many programs as you can virtually has three benefits 
I can think of right now, and I’m sure there are more.  
 

First, it allows you to hold a council meeting even if 
your church will not allow a gathering in your normal 
space.  Second, it allows your council to use those pro-
grams for your SP-7 Columbian Award.  Third, Leave 
no Neighbor Behind.  It’s a way to connect with 
Brother Knights who might be isolated.  I think we can 
all agree to the benefits of that.   
 

If your council has done a program virtually that 
you would like to share with the State, please send 

me a note about it, and I will spread the word.  
 

If you are like me, and don’t know how to get started, 
you have 3 options.  1) Try Googling how to set up a 
Zoom account.  There are lots of people who have vid-
eos explaining how to do it.  2) Ask your kids or 
grandkids for help.  Every time I get stuck technology 
wise, I ask one of my kids and they say, “Dad, it’s 
easy.  Here, I’ll show you.”  Before I know it, I’m all 
set up and ready to go.  3) Contact me, and I will get 
you connected with someone on our State staff who 
can help.  
 

These are trying times, so let’s keep our spirits up, 
think positively, and focus on what is possible instead 
of what isn’t possible.  I truly believe this is what 
Blessed Fr. McGivney wants us to do in this situation.  
 

Finally, make sure that your council is Youth Protec-
tion trained and you have submitted your Form 365 
with names entered for grand knight, program director, 
family director, and community director.  These posi-
tions need to be youth protection trained, and the fami-
ly director and community director both need back-
ground checks.  All the training is done online with 
zero contact — talk about a safe environment.  
 

Thanks for all you do for the Knights.   
 

If you have any questions about programs  
or Faith in Action, please feel free to contact me. 

 

“Faith in the Family brings Life to the Community” 
 

God Bless!  Remember -- See a need, Fill a need. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

 Top Recruiter Incentives 
 

Monthly Top Recruiters - Every month, the top 
three (3) recruiters in Minnesota will each earn a 
$25 gift card and recognition in the Knightly News 
and on the State website.  (Top recruiters must meet 
a 3 member minimum to receive this award.) 
 

Yearly Top Recruiter - The top recruiter in Minne-
sota as of April 1, 2021 earns an Emerald Green 
“Evangelist” Sports Coat with K of C emblem and 
recognition at the State Convention.  (The yearly top 
recruiter must meet a 10 member minimum to re-
ceive this award.) 

 

Another Tool in 
our Toolbox 

Immediate Past State Deputy  
Marc Peters    

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org       
(612) 247-2220    

 

I need something to do!  As the 
immediate past state deputy, my role in the Min-
nesota council is to be the chairman of online 
membership.  As a new online member signs up, 
Supreme sends me a message with the infor-
mation of where he lives and what parish he is 
attending.  I, in turn, send a message to the grand 
knight and the financial secretary of the council 
that is closest to where he worships.  I ask them 
to contact the new online member and invite him 
to join their council, starting with attending the 
exemplification of our degrees either live or 
online.  The online member’s name is put in the 
“prospect” tab of the council’s Officers Online 
for follow-up.  Once a member attends a degree, 
the FS clicks on the tab and instantly the name is 
moved over to their council’s roster.  The FS 
must fill in the dates of the degree work to show 
that the member has completed all three degrees. 
 

I need something to do!  Online membership is 
quick and easy for both the council and the new 
member.  No more Form 100’s to putts with; it’s 
all done online.  But I am getting only three to 
five a week from Supreme.  I can do some fol-
low-up with the councils to see if they have con-
tacted the new member.  Right now it’s at about 
50%.  I have a list of over 80 names that are 
Minnesota online members who haven’t been 
contacted by a council.  What a shame. 
 

I need the Minnesota Councils to keep me 
busy!  Every council should be using the online 
method to attract new members.  Every council 
should have their landing page up and running.  
Every council member should have this app on 
their phone. I should have three to five new 
online members per day that I could pass on. 
 

This virus will be around for awhile.  We, as 
Knights, must be able to adapt and adjust in our 
programs and in our membership recruit-
ment. Online membership helps to avoid 
the contact.  This is just another tool in our 
toolbox to LEAVE NO NEIGHBOR BEHIND. 
 

I am always available to help you. 
 

KofC.org/JoinUs  

Report Deceased Member Names  
to Fraternalism Director Randy Lindstrom  

at mnkcfc@gmail.com 
609 25th Ave SW ~ Willmar, MN 5620 

 

A monthly listing is published in each online  
edition and online supplement at mnknights.org 

Now is the Time!!!!!!! 
 

We started the year in the heat of the COVID-
19 pandemic.  How much is your council do-
ing?  Generally, those whose active members 
are predominantly in the highest at-risk age 
groups are the slowest to return to active 
function.  Perhaps it would be possible to op-
erate with isolated leaders doing the planning 
and letting younger guys do the hands-on, but 
if they don’t have those younger guys, they 
are stuck.   
 

Most councils do have a good number of mid-
dle aged guys on their roster who they rarely 
see or hear from.  NOW is the time to engage 
them in service to our community, parishes, 
and priests.   
 

It was no accident that Supreme made sup-
porting Brother Knights the first pillar in the 
No Neighbor Left Behind Program.  Calling 
every member regularly supports them but 
also gives us a chance to ask them to help.  
Every council should still be doing this!!!   
 

If your council is not meeting and also not 
contacting members regularly, there is a smell 
in the air.  That smell is the sweet smell of 
possibility.  Smell the coffee!!!  We need 
you!  Your brothers need you!!  Your priest 
and parish need you!!!  
 

If your council has not met recently, offer to 
help your grand knight get the council back in 
action.  You and he can contact your district  
deputy for assistance. We can help your      
council put its faith into action.  We are only 
waiting for the invitation to help you!!   

Save the Date — January 22, 2021  
Prayer Service for Life 10:30 am at the  

Cathedral and possibly a March for Life.  
 

Details coming in the January Newsletter. 

mailto:membershipdirector@mnknights.org
mailto:pfmaplegrove@aol.com


 
Check out the Online  

December Supplement at 
mnknights.org for More  

Information on  
Membership Incentives, 
Promotion Ideas, the List 

of Deceased Members,  
& Much, Much More 
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KNIGHTLY NEWS 

New Councils 
NCD Chairman Lloyd Cybart 

lloyd.cybart@kofc.org        (952) 686-7720  
 

In celebration of Father McGivney’s Beautifica-
tion, I am honored to announce we have a new 
council in Minnesota.  St. John the Baptist Byz-
antine Catholic Church formed a council on Oc-
tober 30th.  Fr. Cyril Farmer is the priest there and will also be 
the council chaplain.  He is very excited to bring the Knights 
into his parish in the spirit of Fr. McGivney. 
 

Field Agent Andre Estevez was instrumental in establishing 
this council at his home parish.  This is the first Eastern Rite 
Council in Minnesota and the first in Northwest Minneap-
olis.  Andre is also working on a council in the Ukraine Catho-
lic Church in Northeast Minneapolis.   
 

So why are these priests interested in having a K of C Council 
in their parishes?  It is for the same reason Fr. McGivney estab-
lished the Knights of Columbus; to have a group of men to lead 
the parish spiritually with an emphasis on serving the Church, 
community, and family with virtue.  I love our history, but 
more than that, I love continuing our purpose and the legacy of 
Fr. McGivney.  What about you?  Are you continuing the mis-
sion of the Knights of Columbus?  Is your council? 
 

Fr. McGivney wanted a council in every parish, serving the 
priest and parishioners while also providing for the family’s 
security.  Did you know that within the first four years of our 
founding, they established 38 councils, all with same mission. 
 

Do you know a parish that needs to have this mission, for the 
men to pull together with the strength of the Knights backing 
that group?  Maybe your council serves multiple parishes.  
Would they be better served by their own individual council? 
 

Give me a call with any ideas or suggestions to form another 
council.  We need them more than ever.  Join me in congratu-
lating Fr. Cyril and the Blessed Theodore Romzha Council 
17956.  Vivat Jesus! 

 Northwest 
Patrick Dolan, General Agent 
2315 N University Dr 
Suite L-5 
Fargo ND 58102 
Office: (701) 298-9922 
Patrick.Dolan@kofc.org 
 

East Central & NE 
Joe Caouette, General Agent  
161 Main Ave W 
Winsted MN 55395  
Office: (320) 485-2202 
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org 
  

Metro Area   
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent  
1301 E Cliff Rd, Suite 110  
Burnsville MN 55337  
Office: (952) 686-7720 
Fax: 952-388-0851 
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 
www.twincitieskofc.org 

 

South  
David Goedtke, General Agent 
12 South Marshall Ave  
Springfield MN 56087  
Office: (507) 720-1652 
David.Goedtke@kofc.org 

  

Southwest 
Jon Beebe, General Agent 
2 Dart Dr 
Watertown SD 57201 
Office: (605) 882-8689 
Fax: (605) 882-0019 
Jon.Beebe@kofc.org 

 

Master’s Memo 
District Master James Witzman 

master@mnknights.org     (612) 805-1846  
 

Lady Debbie and I pray that this finds you 
and your family healthy, and we wish you and your 
families a very blessed Christmas.  We are all pray-
ing for a much better 2021 where we can reunite with 
loved ones as we have in the past.  My sincere thank you for all 
you have done during this past year and continue to do for the 
Knights of Columbus and the Fourth Degree. 
 

It’s time to plan for your assembly’s annual Renewal of Obliga-
tions ceremony.  This ceremony is exemplified at your assembly’s 
first meeting in January.  Please let me know as soon you have a 
date selected, so I can plan accordingly.  For those assemblies who 
don’t have this event on your assembly calendar for January, I en-
courage you to do so.  It is a beautiful ceremony and helps to foster 
the beautiful principles of the Knights of Columbus and in particu-
lar the principle of Patriotism.  
 

As some of you may be aware, one of the programs of the Fourth 
Degree is the Veteran’s Affairs Service Program.  Our  military 
personnel voluntarily act as the protectors of our nation, standing 
on the front lines while keeping us safe behind them.  There are 26 
million U.S. veterans and hundreds of thousands of men and wom-
en currently serving in the military.  Meeting the needs of such a 
large population is the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, which operates more than 
1,000 facilities throughout the United States, ranging from full-
service hospitals to nursing homes and homecare programs. 
 

When our country needed them, our veterans answered the call to 
serve.  Knights are being called to serve our veterans through the 
“Serving Those Who Served” program.  Our goal is to have an 
active corps of Knights serving as volunteers at every Veterans 
Administration medical facility in the nation.  
 

In the District of Minnesota, we have two (2) major VA Medical 
Centers (located in Minneapolis and St. Cloud).  We also have 13 
VA Clinics (located in Albert Lee, Alexandria, Bemidji, Brainerd, 
Ely, Hibbing, Mankato, Maplewood, Montevideo, Ramsey, Roch-
ester, Shakopee, and St. James).  Volunteers are needed at these 
veterans’ facilities on a regular basis.  
 

We currently have representation in St. Cloud, and as a Patriotic 
Organization, I am asking individual assemblies to adopt a nearby 
VA facility as part of their Patriotic Programs and ensure that we 
have VAVS representatives at each of these facilities going into 
2021.  There should be one certified representative and up to three 
deputy representatives from the Knights of Columbus at each of 
these facilities (this can be a joint effort of neighboring assem-
blies).  Representatives recruit and manage K of C VAVS volun-
teers in developing activities and programs that target the most 
essential needs of the patients.  Please talk with your brother Sir 
Knights and let me know which facility your assembly can sup-
port, and I will provide additional information to get representa-
tives certified. 
 

Keep your sword bright for Liberty's defense.  Vivat Jesus! 

Marian Icon Prayer Program 
Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians 

Marian Icon Prayer Chairman Orville Fillbrandt 
(612) 751-2943     Orville@Fillbrandt.com 

 

The prayer service is available via the following link for the 
filmed Marian Icon Prayer Service: 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5dGwI2Nf3I&feature=youtu.be 

Insurance Corner 
 

“We humbly ask that You glorify your venerable servant, Fr. Michael J. McGivney on earth ac-
cording to the design of Your holy will.”  How many hundreds of millions of times has our loving 
God heard this sentence from the prayer for Fr. McGivney’s canonization?  Asking only to fulfill 
God’s holy will; requested humbly.  No doubt you’ve been saying this prayer of supplication for 
years.  Now those prayers have been answered as our Venerable Founder became our Blessed 
Founder.   
 

The journey began December 18, 1997 when the Cause for Sainthood was opened in Hartford, 
Connecticut by Archbishop Daniel Cronin.  Nearly five years later, the official document, the Po-
sitio, outlining the case for Fr. McGivney’s cause was sent to Rome.  On March 15, 2008 Fr. 
McGivney was declared “Venerable” indicating he lived a life of heroic virtue.  This year, on May 
27, nearly twenty-three years after his cause was opened, Pope Francis authorized a decree that a 
miracle attributed to Fr. McGivney’s intercession had been approved.  
 

October 2020 will long be remembered as the month Fr. McGivney’s Beatification Mass was cele-
brated at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford on October 31.  This is a time of great joy and 
happiness for all members of the Knights of Columbus.  
 

Spotlighting our founder and his reasons for founding the Order (to strengthen men in their faith 
and to provide for the financial needs of families overwhelmed by illness or death of the bread-
winner) will draw more Catholic men to join with us.  Our Order is an immense force for good in 
this world with billions of dollars donated to worthy causes over the past decade, strengthening 
our fraternal bonds with acts of charity.  The Knights of Columbus helps us husbands and fathers 
not only fortify our faith, but also provides an opportunity for us to protect our families.  Is it sig-
nificant that the approved miracle involved the son of one of our general agents from our insur-
ance program?   
 

We like to think so.  When Patrick McGivney died unexpectedly, young Michael had to leave the 
seminary to help provide for his family.  He and his family struggled through the loss of his father.  
Then, as the curate at St. Mary’s, he saw parishioners facing similar situations.  He saw a need and 
he took action.  He organized; he led; he inspired.  He was concerned with both the spiritual and 
the temporal well-being of those around him. 
 

Speaking of being a man of action, now is the time for you to take action.  You received the 2020 
Fraternal Survey.  Whether on paper or online, please take a minute to complete it.  It is prefilled 
with much of your information to make it a snap to complete.  It will provide information that will 
help us serve you better.  There is a very informative insert included in the survey packet.  Please 
take a minute to review that, too.   
 

We consider it a worthy calling to carry on the work of our Blessed Founder.  It’s been our great 
pleasure to work with many of you to help you protect your family, and we look forward to con-
tinuing to serve you.  Please call us if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Thank you for all the good works you carry out in the name of the Order.  Your acts of charity are 
even more critical considering this current pandemic.  Thank you for all you do!  Vivat Jesus! 

Training resources are available to 
help councils operate:  

 

mnknights.org/resource/training   
 

Supreme Webinars including fraternal operations in  
pandemic:  https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/ 

our-webinars.html  
 

Fraternal Operations with COVID restrictions:   
https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/resources/

webinars/032620.html  
 

No Neighbor Left Behind:  https://www.kofc.org/en/ 
for-members/resources/webinars/040220.html  

 Auxiliary Corner 
 

As the ladies auxiliary, we are dedicated to prayer 
and promoting Catholic charities throughout the 
world.  
 

We continue to have patience during this time of 
COVID-19.  May your meetings via Zoom or in person keep 
you connected and active. 
 

It's time to start collecting your volunteer hours.    

Are You Socializing Yet? 
 

Need instructions to get on Facebook or Twitter?   
Need help getting your page set up for your council  

or district?  Just ask. 
 

Request a “Social Media Toolkit” and an additional time 
saving tool that helps you schedule posts in advance.   

 

e-mail hadashsports101@yahoo.com 
Jeremy Hadash, Social Media 
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