
 
Continuing our Work 

State Deputy Dave Whatmuff      
statedeputy@mnknights.org      

(763) 772-2997   
 

Dear brothers ... here we are, one quar-
ter  into our fraternal year, and still no sign 
of this pandemic letting up.  So far, I’m 
glad to say, my family and those of my fellow officers have 
managed to avoid any infection, and I hope that is also true 
of you and yours.  
 

Avoidance, however, does not mean hiding under your bed 
and hoping it will go away!  The need in our communities 
for help, both material and spiritual, is greater than it has 
ever been, and we Knights have an obligation to provide it 
wherever and whenever we can. 
 

At the beginning of the outbreak in March, as churches 
were shut down, most councils stopped meeting so as to 
avoid contact, but, as Supreme came up with methods to 
continue our work, using online technology where possible, 
and maintaining social distancing and/or masking and sani-
tizing where physical presence was necessary, we were 
able to continue our work of providing for our brothers and 
the needy.  The “Leave No Neighbor Behind” initiative, 
provided by our Supreme Knight, has been a wonderful 
guide in this work, and remember that “Support Your 
Brother Knights” is number one on that list.  
 

Unfortunately, many councils continued to be “shut down” 
through the summer, and even now are unsure how to get 
started again.  Your state team is here to help ... both with 
the use of technology to hold your meetings, and for assis-
tance with programs.  Here in the Knightly News you’ll find 
articles which describe a number of initiatives that I hope 
will encourage you, and you will also find further help on 
our State website mnknights.org and the Supreme website 
kofc.org.  
 

Let me mention briefly some of these: 
 

Membership  

 Look on the Supreme website under For Members for 
advice on Fraternal Operations during COVID19.   

 The need for new members is greater than ever. You 
can find help in recruiting and holding virtual meetings 
on our state website under Resources>Training,         
and links to virtual exemplifications under 
About>Ceremonials.  

 We have lots of exciting incentives offered this year 
and a “friendly” competition for recruiting across re-
gions.  Check out the Regional Membership Cup.  

 

Programs 

 Into the Breach is being hosted by your State Council 
for 12 successive Sunday evenings starting October 
4th.  This is also open to non-members ... spread the 
word in your parish.  

 Coats for Kids orders made through the state office will 
be delivered towards the end of October.  Contact 
Chairman Patrick Farrelly for details.  

 The Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabili-
ties ... the April Tootsie Roll campaign was cancelled, 
but the charities still need funds, and a modified form 
of the Bowling Tournament will be held in November. 
Submit your donations to Chairman Dan Irvin using the 
Tootsie Roll Report Form, and any funds designated 
for the bowling will be matched by state funds. 

 

For help with any program, contact the program chairman 
who can be found on the State website under Programs, for 
membership, look under Contact> Membership, and if in 
doubt, contact any State Officer.  
 

As always, brothers, we are here to help you.  
 

Vivat Jesus! 
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STATE CHAPLAIN 

Fr. Gabriel Walz 

PO Box 177 

Staples MN 56497-0177 

(218) 894-2296 

statechaplain@mnkights.org 

 

ASSOCIATE STATE CHAPLAIN 

Fr. Martin Schaefer 

750 Terrace Heights 

Winona MN 55987-1320 

(507) 494-8841 

associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org 

 

STATE DEPUTY  

David Whatmuff 

14380 184th Ave NW 

Elk River MN 55330-5018 

(763) 772-2997 

statedeputy@mnknights.org 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY 

Marc Peters 

6501 Hokah Dr 

Lino Lakes MN 55014-1313 

(612) 247-2220 

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 

 

STATE SECRETARY  

Dan DeCrans 

20400 200th ST 

NEVIS MN 56467-5284 

(218) 255-1125 

statesecretary@mnknights.org 

 

STATE ADVOCATE 

James Terwedo 

3700 West 220th St 

Jordan MN 55352-8651 

(952) 492-2800 

stateadvocate@mnknights.org 

 

STATE TREASURER  

Bou Gazley 

5379 56th Ave NW 

Rochester MN 55901-3892 

(507) 259-7851 

statetreasurer@mnknights.org 

 

STATE WARDEN  

Jesse Kosloski 

8225 Whitstrom Rd 

Lake Shore MN 56468-2514 

(218) 330-5648 

Statewarden@mnknights.org 

 

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Joe George, Jr 

1926 72nd St 

Centerville MN 55038-9797  

(651) 253-3112 

programdirector@mnknights.org 

 

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

Patrick Farrelly 

15041 65th Place N 

Maple Grove MN 55311-4119 

(763) 218-3816 

membershipdirector@mnknights.org 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM 

812 Greensview CT NW 

Hutchinson MN 55350-4387 

(320) 587-0747 

adminassistant@mnknights.org 

 

STUDENT LOAN 

Mike Daly, ADMINISTRATOR 

Office of Daly & Daly 

(952) 873-2213 

Daly,daly@frontiernet.net 

Volume 22, Issue 12 

Reflect Upon the Mysteries 
State Chaplain Father Gabriel Walz 

statechaplain@mnkights.org       
(218) 894-2296 

 
It is a long-standing tradition that October is 
especially dedicated to the Holy Rosary. 
This simple devotional prayer is beloved by 
countless saints.  Saint John Paul II, who once called it his 
favorite prayer, wrote an Apostolic Letter on the rosary in 
2002.  To the traditional Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious 
mysteries, he added the Luminous mysteries.  As we pray 
the Rosary, this simple prayer invites us to reflect upon the 
mysteries of God’s loving action within human history man-
ifested in the person of Jesus Christ.  
 
“The Rosary… is an echo of the prayer of Mary, her peren-
nial Magnificat for the work of the redemptive Incarnation 
which began in her virginal womb.  With the Rosary, the 
Christian people sits at the school of Mary and is led to con-
template the beauty on the face of Christ and to experience 
the depths of His love.  Through the Rosary the faithful re-
ceive abundant grace, as though from the very hands of the 
Mother of the Redeemer”  (JPII, Rosarium Virginis Mariae, 
1).  
 
On October 7th, we celebrate the Memorial of Our Lady of 
the Rosary.  Less than a week later, on October 13th, is the 
anniversary of the final apparition of the Lady of Fatima to 
three small children.  On that day in 1917, tens of thousands 
of people - including many skeptics - witnessed the “Miracle 
of the Sun” promised by the Lady to the children.  Like the 
Rosary itself, the message of Mary to the people of Fatima 
just over 100 years ago was simple.  Let us join together in 
prayer and penance for the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls.  
 
Know that you and your families are in my prayers! 
 
Vivat Jesus! 

 

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 
 

TITLE:  KNIGHTLY NEWS 
IISSUE DATE:  OCTOBER 2020 
STATEMENT OF FREQUENCY: 
         PUBLISHED MONTHLY 
AUTHORIZED ORGANIZATION: 
        KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
NAME AND ADDRESS: 
        MN STATE COUNCIL 
        KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
        812 GREENSVIEW CT NW 
        HUTCHINSON MN 55350-4387 
ISSUE NO. VOLUME 22,  ISSUE 12 

Upcoming October Events 
 

4 - First Into the Breach session 
       (more info on pages 6 & 7) 
7 - Feast of the Holy Rosary 
11 - Second Into the Breach session 
13 - Feast of Our Lady of Fatima 
14 - Live Online Exemplification  
        (held the 2nd Wed. of each month) 
  

You can find the schedule and links to 
the registration pages on our State 
website under the Events>Degree 

Schedules menu 
 

15 - Fraternal Benefits Night on Zoom    
        (more info on page 8) 
18 - Third Into the Breach session 
25 - Fourth Into the Breach session 
31 - Beatification of Fr. McGivney 
        (more info on page 6) 

August Top Recruiter 
 

3 new members were recruited by David Pritschet  
of Fort Ripley Council 11679 

 
  David will be receiving a $25 gift card and will be 

entered into the Breezy Getaway Raffle!!! 
 

See the list of those who have recruited 2 or more  
new members to date on page 3.   

 
Remember, you receive one entry in the  

Breezy Point Getaway Package Drawing for every  
3 new members you recruit before May 1, 2021. 

Read the 

Knightly News 

Every Month 

Online at 

mnknights.org! 
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Congratulations!!! 
Immediate Past State Deputy  

Marc Peters    
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org       

(612) 247-2220    
 

Congratulations to the councils that 
achieved STAR COUNCIL in the 
2019-20 fraternal year: 
 

945 Owatonna 
1076 New Ulm 
1551 Montevideo 
1865 Lake City 
3758 Wayzata 
3827 Richfield Bloomington 
4374 St. Paul East 
5202 Winona, St. Mary’s U 
6374 Burnsville 
6825 Monticello 
8268 Duluth St. Joseph 
9139 Osseo 
9657 Crosslake 
9905 Lino Lakes 
10238 Isanti 
11679 Fort Ripley 
11965 Pequot Lakes 
12231 Wahkon 
12293 Long Lake 
13096 Medina 
14752 St Paul Cathedral 
15761 Duluth Msgr. O’Shea 
16016 Zumbrota/Pine Island 
16106 Watertown 
16225 Lonsdale 
17013 Miesville 

 
Minnesota had 26 Star Councils along with 3 Star 
Districts: 
 

District 2 Jesse Kosloski   
District 29 Kevin O’Laughlin   
District 53 Bill Swing 

 
STAR plaques will be distributed  

shortly to the councils. 

Leave No Neighbor 
Behind!    

State Secretary Dan DeCrans    
statesecretary@mnknights.org 

(218) 255-1125  
 
Brother Knights, 
 

Since March, when the pandemic started, we have 
heard this phrase from Supreme Knight Carl Ander-
son, and many of us have taken it to heart and have 
done many great things in our communities. 
 

I would like to bring out another area that is in great 
need.  As Knights, we need to think about and help 
out with our local parishes.  It is our duty to assist 
our pastor as he continues to run the parish the best 
way he can for the good of our fellow parishioners.  
Even as churches are starting to open while utilizing 
social distancing,  we see that many, many of our 
fellow parishioners are not attending services. 
 

As Knights, we need to set up and help find ways to 
bring our fellow parishioners back to church, like 
holding separate prayer services at different times, 
so everyone has a chance to come and praise God at 
church. 
 

October is traditionally the month of the Rosary.  
This would be a great opportunity to set up times at 
church to lead the Rosary for all who can make it.  
You can also make it more meaningful by doing a 
scriptural Rosary.   
 

A copy of the booklet that is part of the Building the 
Domestic Church by Strengthening our Parishes 
series can be found at  
 

http://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/cis319.pdf 
 

If you are not comfortable in leading the Rosary, 
there are great free apps that you can download on-
to your phone, and let it lead the Rosary.  I have 
even taken my phone up to the pulpit and put the 
microphone down by my phone so it plays over the 
church speaker system.  If you are interested in 
downloading an app, just go to the play store on 
your phone, type in Scriptural Rosary, and chose 
the app that you are most comfortable with. 
 

This is just one suggestion that you can incorporate 
into helping bring parishioners back to church.  It 
also is great to use before starting your council 
meetings. 
 

Let’s put on our thinking hats and come up with 
other ways to help our pastors bring our parishion-
ers back to church.  Please share your ideas with us 
so everyone can use them as the Knights of Colum-
bus starts taking a more active roll in bringing our 
parishioners back to church. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

 Report deceased member names to  
Fraternalism Director Randy Lindstrom at 

mnkcfc@gmail.com 
609 25th Ave SW 
Willmar, MN 5620 

 

Include the deceased Brother Knight’s name, 
date of death, council number, town, next of 

kin, if he was a former DD, State Officer, etc.   
 

Remember, the FS needs to file a Form 100 
informing Supreme of his death  

 
A list of deceased members can be found in 

every online edition and supplement. 

Brother Knights, 
 

This is a little bit of house keeping 
 

1) All money and checks for the State are to be 
sent to the State Secretary 

 

State Secretary Dan DeCrans 
20400 200th Street 
Nevis  MN  56467 

 

2) All checks are to be made out to the   
      MN Knights of Columbus  
 

3) Write what the check is for in the Memo Line 
(per capita, Pennies for Seminarians, wheel-
chairs, etc.) 

 

4) Do not combine donations on check.            
Write a separate check for each item.            
(Otherwise, it creates a big headache when  
trying to cash the check and divide the funds 
up to go into the different accounts.) 

 

4) Continue to pray for your officers to lead your 
council and state in fulfilling the vison of 
Blessed Father Michael McGivney  

 

Vivat Jesus! 
State Secretary Dan DeCrans  

 

Online Membership  
KofC.org/JoinUs 

 

Great option for those gentlemen who 
want to help out with the big picture and 
learn more about us and those who aren’t 

ready yet to join a local council. 
 

The perfect answer to,  
“I don’t have the time to join right now.” 

 

For more information,  

contact IPSD Marc Peters 
(612) 247-2220 

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 

Regional Membership Cup Standings as of August 31st  
 
Once again Terry Meyer’s Region 9 is in the lead, but only by a nose over Denny Boeckers’ 

Region 3, with Orville’s Region 8 coming up close behind! 
(Mario’s Region 5 and Jeff’s Region 7 still to come out of the gate! :o) 

 
 
Remember, these numbers only include those new members who have joined councils!  
There are about 80 e-members waiting in the wings to be included (some from prior to July 
1st)!!  Watch this space as the race continues through April 30th!!! 

Region # 
Regional  

Consultant 
Region Base  
Membership 

Region % of State 
Membership 

Region Total 
Intake Goal 

Region 
YTD Intake 

Region 
% of Goal 

1 Joe Checco 2200 5.46% 57 1 1.74% 

2 Craig Larson 3715 9.22% 97 2 2.07% 

3 Dennis Boeckers 4965 12.33% 129 7 5.41% 

4 Bob Hurd 5373 13.34% 140 4 2.86% 

5 Mario Desouza 3396 8.43% 89 0 0.00% 

6 Keith Heitkamp 4858 12.06% 127 5 3.95% 

7 Jeff Bagniewski 4206 10.44% 110 0 0.00% 

8 Orville Fillbrandt 6726 16.70% 175 8 4.56% 

9 Terry Meyer 4839 12.01% 126 7 5.55% 

Are You Socializing Yet? 
 

Need instructions to get on Facebook or Twitter?  
Request a “Social Media Toolkit” by emailing 
Jeremy Hadash at hadashsports101@yahoo.com.  
In addition to Facebook & Twitter, I have an addi-
tional time saving tool that helps you schedule 
your posts in advance.  You may request this also. 
 

If you don’t have the time to get your page set up, 
you can request a page that I will set up.  
 

NOTE: If a district deputy does not have any 
“computer savvy” people, and he would like to 
maintain one for his district, I can create that too. 
 

For any questions on Social Media,  
feel free to email me at  

hadashsports101@yahoo.com 
 

Jeremy Hadash, Social Media 

St. Michael Medals  
 

Do you have a family member or  
friend serving in the military?   

 

You can request a St. Michael Medal  
to be sent to them from our State Chaplain. 

 

There is no cost to you or the military service 
person.  They do not need to be a man, a 
Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.   
 

Send the name of the person in the military, 
their rank, branch of service, and address to 
State Chaplain Fr. Gabriel Walz, and he will 
send the medal (and a prayer book if request-
ed) directly to the serviceman/woman.   
 

Please email your requests to:  
statechaplain@mnknights.org  

 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families 
are very important to our military  

men and women.   
Continue to pray for them and their safety.  

mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
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Challenging Times  
Together! 

State Treasurer Bou Gazley   
statet@mnknights.org        

(507) 259-7851 
 
It is October already and that 
means we are a quarter of the way through the 
fraternal year.  This year has been one of chal-
lenges, both personally and in our society.  There 
are many challenges that have come with the 
pandemic and other social unrest, but we cannot 
let these challenges shape our future and who we 
are.   
 
Next month, it will be time for us to elect leaders 
to bring us out of these challenges.  This article is 
not about who to vote for, but the concept of en-
couraging everyone to vote.  The principle of the 
Fourth Degree of our Order is Patriotism, and 
there is not a more patriotic thing that all of us 
can do than exercise our right to vote!  Go, get 
out there, and vote!  Take a neighbor along with 
you who may not have the ability to get to the 
voting location!   
 
As Brother Knights, we are in these challenging 
times together and we must remember that we 
shall “Leave No Neighbor Behind!”   
 
Vivat Jesus! 

On My Heart... 
State Membership Director  

Patrick Farrelly 
membershipdirector@mnknights.org     

pfmaplegrove@aol.com 
(763) 218-3816 

 
October is a wonderful month.  Busy, yes.  Fraternally 
busy.  Delta drives, open houses, fraternal benefits 
seminars, and coats for kids.  Football, food collec-
tions, and Halloween.  Fall leaves, raking, and blustery 
weather snapping us out of warm weather routines.  
Inventing new ways to be Church and Knights. 
 
Do not despair.  God is with us.  He loves us and in-
vites us to know Him in prayer and the sacraments.  
As responsible restrictions continue, continue to be the 
Knight you are called to be.  Give blood even if you 
must make and keep an appointment.  Wear a mask 
and help with an outdoor food collection.  Knights are 
called to be the hands and feet of Christ, to feed the 
hungry and clothe the naked.  Do what you can.  Be 
not afraid!  This will not last forever.   
 
Vote.  Whatever else you do, VOTE In November!  
You have time to make arrangements.  Vote your con-
sciences, mindful of Catholic teaching and Catholic 
values.  Vote in support of our freedoms – and our 
responsibilities as citizens of the greatest country ever 
to rise in this valley of tears.  
 
There are several things on my heart right now.  First 
is my conviction that our membership goals are im-
portant enough to be embraced by every council.  
Goals at every level are achievable when those goals 
are accepted by all Knights.  With goals in mind, ac-
tions are planned and taken to accomplish them.  We 
have to pray like everything depends on God, and act 
like everything depends on us.   
 
Second is my desire to help Knights understand  - and 
embrace - that our State Council team and our Su-
preme organization are not their adversaries.  We 
work to sustain and support the growth and charitable 
work of our Order so our mission will continue into 
the next decade and beyond.  Every member is a life 
changed and a family brought into new relationship 
with Christ.  Our goals are not numbers.  They are 
souls!   
 
The last thing on my heart right now is amazement at 
what is possible when Knights work together toward a 
common goal.  When our councils are intentional 
about inviting men, and work together to find creative 
ways of inviting them to join us, everything changes.  
Pray for guidance and creativity.  Listen for His voice, 
especially now. 
 

For the greater glory of God, Founded in Faith. 

 

NEW!!!   

Now through October 31st, 
men can  join us at 

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS for 

HALF PRICE!!!   

Use Discount code 
“MNKOFC” to receive the 

50%  discount.   
 
Brothers, 
 
I appreciate who you are as my Brother Knights 
and the many actions you take silently on behalf 
of others and in God’s name.  We are not men to 
shy away from challenges when people need our 
help.  We step into the breach, provide examples 
and friendship for our brothers, and stay the 
course.  We strive to be men of virtue and men 
of action.  I need your engagement and leader-
ship NOW to help our councils invite more men 
to join us!! 
 
We know everything is possible with our God 
who loves us.  Our shared membership goal of 
1050 new members is achievable only when we 
embrace it as already achieved on June 30th (the 
future fulfilled) and figure out what has to hap-
pen for it to be accomplished.  By breaking the 
goal into milestones, what has to happen be-
tween now and December 31st to bring in 525 
new members?   
 
We brought in 100 already.  What has to hap-
pen to bring in 425 members between NOW 
and December 31st?  We have 3 months in 
which to take actions together.  Every program is 
a chance to invite men to join us.  Your pro-
grams are the strongest “feasible opportunities” 
for invitation you have!  The new programs we 
are inventing now are wonderful opportunities to 
show who we are and invite men and their fami-
lies to join us.  Help your council see this and 
act! 
 

 October Delta Drives – adapt for parish 
Masses and the programs we are able to exe-
cute.  Use media, bulletins, announcements, 
raffles, and prospect lists to get the invitation 
out to every Catholic man 

 

 Invite at every event as a “mini” Delta 
Drive.  Have prayer cards and information 
about joining ready to hand out at all events.   

 
If you don’t know about the incentives for invit-
ing that we are offering, please review the infor-
mation in this edition of Knightly News and the 
online supplement and SPREAD the WORD!!!   
 
State Deputy Dave and I know our goal can be 
accomplished.  We, like you, have seen incredi-
ble things, incredible programs, amazing creativ-
ity, and resourcefulness in our ranks.  Togeth-
er,  we need only bring that energy to bear on the 
challenge of inviting men to be Knights, tilting 
against this pandemic, and helping men and their 
families who need food, can’t afford coats, or 
who are searching for an authentic witness and 
example to follow. Let’s be those Knights!  Let’s 
not surrender. Let’s be the men we have been 
called to be, and encourage our brothers, once 
more, “Into the Breach!!!” 
 

State Membership Director Patrick Farrelly 

Supreme Hotline  
 

They help Financial Secretaries  
with any questions regarding  

Member Management or Member Billing 
 

(203) 752-4210 
 

Email: ExpertFS@KofC.org 

Don’t BREEZE Over this Chance to Win a 
Getaway by Bringing in New Members!!  

 
Each member who recruits 3 new members into the 
Order before May 1, 2021 will be entered into a draw-
ing to win his choice of three couple’s getaway pack-
ages at Breezy Point (more info in the online supple-
ment)!!!  One winner will be drawn at the 2021 Min-
nesota State Convention.  Every additional 3 members 
you recruit will earn an additional entry in the draw-
ing.  Below is a listing of those who have recruited 2 
or more new members as of August 31, 2020. 

Keep Christ in  
Christmas 2020 
Cards are Now 

Available 
 

All the Information is  
on the State website at  

 

https://mnknights.org/program/ 
keep-christ-christmas-cards/  

 

To download an order form, scroll down on the 
lower right under Documents and then click on  

KCIC Cards order form  

 
Questions?   

Contact Jeff Bagniewski 
3335 Marion Road SE 
Rochester MN 55904 

(507) 884-1521      
jpbags@charter.net 

Order Your Kit for the Keep  
Christ In Christmas Poster  

Contest Today!!! 
 

The Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest 
is a fun and easy way to inspire young peo-
ple and put the next generation’s faith into 
action.   
 

Councils should order their kits immediately.   
 

First place and runners-up in each interna-
tional age group are awarded cash prizes by 
Supreme.  All international winners receive a 
framed certificate signed by the Supreme 
Knight.   
 

For more information on the KCIC Poster 
Contest and other program resources, visit: 
 

 www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/ 
keep-christ-in-christmas.html# 

 

and click on RESOURCES 
 

Mail all winning entries to Chairman Jeff 
Bagniewski by February 1st: 
 

Jeff Bagniewski 
3335 Marion Road SE 
Rochester MN 55904 

(507) 884-1521      
jpbags@charter.net 

Council 
Number 

Member Name 
Number 

Recruited 
as if 8/20 

Getaway 
Drawing 
Entries 

14832 MICHAEL P HARRINGTON      5 1 

3827 CHRISTOPHER K DUNA            4 1 

6374 CHRISTOPHER P MASSOGLIA 3 1 

11679 DAVID J PRITSCHET              3 1 

1632 ANDREW R POOLE                2   

8253 BRIAN D LACHERMEIER         2   

9139 DAVID WHATMUFF                 2   

4842 JAMES J CROSS                  2   

6772 JAMES M STALBERGER            2   

6374 JOSEPH A EYMANN               2   

14013 JOSEPH T FUREY                 2   

3827 RODNEY J THOLEN                2   

16455 STEVEN L MAGES                 2   

mailto:membershipdirector@mnknights.org
mailto:pfmaplegrove@aol.com
https://mnknights.org/program/keep-christ-christmas-cards/
https://mnknights.org/program/keep-christ-christmas-cards/
http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/keep-christ-in-christmas.html#
http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/keep-christ-in-christmas.html#
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Congratulations to the following 
councils for attaining full compli-
ance with the Order's require-
ments for Safe 
Environment.  
They will be 
awarded the 
Youth Protection 
Compliance pin. 

District Council Grand Knight DD 

2 1491 WILLIAM D LIEDL David Pritschet 

4 447 MICHAEL E GANSER Paul Sever 

5 8337 NATHAN D HARTMAN Bob Spehar 

7 1649 STEVEN C WALTERS Duane Swanson 

12 1773 JOHN D BELL * 

16 14616 KENNETH C SINCLAIR Steven Wielenberg 

24 3259 DUANE L WHISNEY * 

31 14145 JAMES R FRITSCH Michael Timm 

32 4909 DANIEL T MORGAN Gary Sanford 

35 16225 JOSHUA R RICKERT David Webb 

38 2764 PAUL D JUREK Kelvin Torkelson 

42 10238 BRADLEY T THIELEN Dennis Behm 

45 5548 TOM L WINKELMAN Dean Fladmo 

45 17025 HENRY J KOHORST Dean Fladmo 

49 6374 JOSEPH A EYMANN Dennis Cummings 

51 14250 JAMES R BRANDT Jeremy Hadash 

52 6772 EDWARD M DENNIS Patrick Farrelly 

53 12293 STEVEN J COX Bill Swing 

53 13096 THOMAS E MURPHY Bill Swing 

53 13506 THOMAS A LONGAR Bill Swing 

54 3827 EDWARD J WILSON Dan Hindes 

54 3949 BRET W HAGEN Dan Hindes 

55 1600 TONY J JURGENS Joe Hajduk 

58 14832 ZACHARY L JONES John Roemer 

59 14984 MIKE W JACKSON Gary Vorpahl 

Safe Environment Incentive Limited  
Edition of the 2020-21 MN State Pin!  

 
A special limited edition of the MN State pin is 

awarded to councils whose Grand Knight and Direc-
tors complete the training and background checks  
(where required) for safe environment compliance.   

 
All four positions (GK, Community Director, Family 
Director, and Program Director) must complete the 

training, and the Family Director and the Community 
Director must authorize a background check.   

 
Pins will be awarded in person by District Deputies. 

 
The Knights of Columbus Office of Youth Protection 

works collaboratively with dioceses to fulfill our 
shared mission to protect minors and  

vulnerable persons.  
 

For questions or concerns or to receive a handbook  
containing Knights of  Columbus Safe Environment 

Program policies and procedures,  
please go online at kofc.org  

or submit your request to youthleader@kofc.org  
or call (203) 800-4940 

Other Membership  
Incentives for 2020-2021 

 
Grand Knights 
 

Alpha District Delta Church Drive - We want 
every council to organize and host a Delta Church 
Drive in October 2020.  Every GK whose council 
hosts a Delta Church Drive in October 2020 and 
reports the results to their DD and the State  
Membership Team will earn specially designed 
challenge coins for the GK and the Council Mem-
bership Director.   
 
Councils 
 

Resurrection by Easter for Councils Not Hav-
ing Recruited in 2 Years - Recruit 3 new mem-
bers by Easter Sunday and the GK earns a walnut 
crucifix.  The DGK, Membership Director, and 
Program Director earn K of C ball caps.  Plus the 
council receives a $100 check. 
 
District Deputies/Districts  
 

12 Knights by Christmas - Each DD whose dis-
trict recruits 12 new Knights by December 25th, 
will receive a $100 check and special mention on 
the MNKnights.org website, in the Knightly 
News, and at the State Convention.  Deadline is 
December 25, 2020 (members must be processed 
into councils by this deadline). 
 

Resurrection by Easter – DDs of councils that 
have not brought in a new member in 2 years, 
which bring in 3 new members by Easter Sunday 
of 2021, will earn $50.  (Payment made for each 
council that meets this 3 member goal.) 
 

Alpha District Delta Church Drive - Every DD 
who has 100% Delta Church Drive participation 
(every council in his district hosts an October 
Delta Church Drive) and reports the results to the 
State Membership Team will earn a K of C shirt.    
 
Regional Consultants 
 

Every Regional Consultant who has 3 or more 
DDs earn the Alpha Delta Church Drive Incentive 
will earn a 12” walnut crucifix and a $50 gift 
card. 
 
Top Recruiter Incentives 
 

Monthly Top Recruiters:  Every month, the Top 
3 Recruiters in the State will each earn $25 gift 
cards and recognition in the Knightly News and 
on the State website (top recruiters must meet a 3 
member minimum for this award). 
 

Yearly Top Recruiter earns an Emerald Green 
“Master Evangelist” sports coat with K of C em-
blem and recognition at the State Convention 
(Deadline April 1 2021).  Yearly top recruiter 
must meet 10 member minimum to receive this 
award. 
 
Individual Recruiter Incentive 
 

For every 3 new members you recruit before 
May 1, 2021, you will receive one  entry in the 
Breezy Point Getaway Package Drawing.  More 
details for this incentive can be found on page 3 
and in the online supplement. 

Supreme Membership  
Incentives 

 
FAST START COMPETITION - We are com-
peting against the other states in our division for 
points awarded every 2 weeks for highest per-
centage gain against our state membership intake 
goal. There are 6 stages, or chances to earn 
points, as a state.  At the end of the six stages, the 
top jurisdictions in each division based on total 
points earned, will receive prizes based on the 
following distribution for Division 2*: 
 
$1000 (First Place)  ***   $750 (Second Place) 

Our team name is Vikings,  
so even if you aren’t a fan, SKOL Vikings!!  

Let’s create teams and bring those  
new members in TOGETHER!! 

 
*Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana, Nebraska, Georgia, 
Kansas, Massachusetts, Maryland, Louisiana, 

and Alberta are our competition. 
 
TRIP TO NEW HAVEN — The top four dis-
trict deputies and top four grand knights by per-
cent of net intake will be awarded a trip to the 
birthplace of the Order.  A total of 8 trips (4 to 
district deputies and 4 to grand knights) will be 
awarded.  Each awarded trip will go to a district 
deputy/grand knight and his wife and cover 
roundtrip airfare, transportation to/from hotel, 
and activities including a trip to the Knights of 
Columbus Museum and St. Mary’s.  Other local 
attractions will be added as fit with the schedule. 
The trip will occur in September/October 2021. 
 
BLESSED MICHAEL J. MCGIVNEY ME-
DALLION – 5 New Members — To celebrate 
the beatification of our founder, Father Michael 
J. McGivney, commemorative medallions will be 
awarded to every recruiter who recruits 5 or 
more members during the 2020-2021 fraternal 
year. 

MEMBERSHIP  
RECRUITMENT STRATEGIES 

  

 Call all members and parishioners, especially those 
you haven’t seen or heard from in a while.  Ask 
how they’re doing.  Ask if there is anything the 
council can do to help them through these difficult 
days. And ask them if they know anyone who 
might want to help the council advance it’s mission 
of service to the parish and community. 

 Publicize the good works of the council and the 
Order.  The more men know about who we are and 
what we do, the more receptive they’ll be to an 
invitation to join. 

 Make sure your parish website and/or e-bulletin has 
information about the Order’s Into the Breach and 
other faith formation materials.  This is especially 
important in areas where Masses are still cancelled 
or severely curtailed, these materials will fill a very 
real spiritual void. 

 Have a conversation with your pastor.  What does 
he need?  Servers for virtual Masses?  People to 
clean and disinfect the Church, getting it ready for 
Masses to resume?  Be the organization he can 
count on … and remind him that with more mem-
bers, you’ll be able to provide even greater service. 

 Conduct food drives.  One of the first things the 
Supreme Council did at the onset of the pandemic 
was provide direct support to foodbanks.  But the 
Supreme Council can’t make an impact in every 
community.  Your councils can!  And you can be 
visible while you do it. 

 Host a blood drive.  The need for blood is great, but 
the pandemic has caused the cancellation of many 
drives.  Host a drive in your church hall or council 
meeting place, and publicize it throughout your 
parish and community.  Make sure those members 
who volunteer at the drive or who donate are wear-
ing their K of C gear. 

 Most importantly, focus on what you can do, not on 
what you cannot.  We all know that we’re limited 
in what we can do.  But that doesn’t mean that 
we’re powerless.  If you believe – as I know you do 
– that new members are needed now more than 
ever, I know you’ll figure out how to find those 
new members. 

Check Out Supreme’s Webinars!!! 
 
Join your Brother Knights from across the Order 
and attend our next Fraternal Mission Training 
Webinar.   
 
Learn more about attracting and retaining mem-
bers through charitable outreach, fraternal bene-
fits, and being involved in the sacramental life of 
our Church. 
 

 Join us Live  
or ANYTIME On-Demand  

They are Recorded 
 
Visit http://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/

membership-webinar.html scroll down to  
On Demand Webinar Portal 

Dial a Knight Birthday Initiative  
 

Each Knight  Receives a Call  

on His Birthday from his Grand Knight  

to Check In & Wish Him Happy Birthday 

 

Why????? 
 

Promotes Fraternity 
 

Keeps Council Records Up-to-date 
 

Lets Each Brother Know How Important  
He is to Your Council 

mailto:youthleader@kofc.org
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Master’s Memo 
District Master James Witzman  

master@mnknights.org  
(612) 805-1846  

 
It is both an honor and a privilege to be appointed 
and serve you as the District Master of our state. 
Through our exemplifications, I have gotten to know 
many of you, and I look forward to getting to know 
many more as I take on my new responsibilities and 
we work together to grow the Fourth Degree in Min-
nesota.  
 
A heartfelt thank you to outgoing District Master 
Brad Jacobs and Lady Marie as well as District Mar-
shal Bob Hurd and Lady Sue.  They did an outstand-
ing job the past two years serving with distinction 
not only for our district (especially with the chal-
lenges of COVID-19), but also the staffing of the 
Honor Guards for masses and adoration at the 137th 
Supreme Convention hosted here in Minnesota last 
year.  
 
As the pandemic continues, we all struggle with 
finding places where we can meet face to face in 
larger numbers. Due to these ongoing COVID-19 
restrictions, I am forced to cancel the Fall Exempli-
fication scheduled in New Ulm.  Our Degree Cap-
tain and I are looking into options for doing a virtual 
exemplification if these restrictions continue.  
 
Please continue to stay informed and check the web-
site for current information.  Through these chal-
lenging times, I urge you to continue to focus on 
retaining the candidates you have signed up to bring 
into the 4th Degree at one of our upcoming exempli-
fications.  Besides our 4th Degree members, I am 
challenging DDs, GKs, and council officers to con-
tinue to ask your Brother Knights to join us.  
 
Many assemblies are just starting up after the sum-
mer months.  If you have not yet held an Installation 
of Officers for this fraternal year, please contact me 
to get one scheduled as early as possible. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 

WANTED: 

KNIGHTS TO HELP KNIGHTS 
 
The Knights of Columbus Insurance Program pro-
vides needed insurance coverage to over two million 
policyholders.  We currently have in excess of 
$113,000,000,000 (that’s 113 billion dollars) of life 
insurance in force. 
 
Because of the growth of the Order’s Insurance Pro-
gram, each Agency in Minnesota is in need of 
Knights who can represent the Order as agents.  This 
is a full time career with benefits. 
   
The Knights Offer:  

 A Chance to Make a Difference in People’s Lives 

 Opportunity to Serve Your Fellow Knights and 
Catholics 

 Further the Dream of Father McGivney 

 Professional Level Earnings Potential 

 Non-Contributory Traditional Pension Plan 

 401K Plan 

 Contributory Life, Disability, and Health Insur-
ance 

 
Pretty impressive list, isn’t it?  Would you like to 
help provide benefits and services to Brother 
Knights and their families?  Would you like to know 
more about how you can become a Knights of Co-
lumbus Insurance Field Agent?  Don’t forget, you 
lose nothing by asking! 
 

Contact your assigned  
General Agent  

for more information.   
This is a very rewarding  

career for the right person. 

Happy Autumn 
State Warden Jesse Kosloski 
statewarden@mnknights.org      
jesse.kosloski@gmail.com      

(218) 330-5648 
 

This month is a great time in 
the Knights of Columbus with the beatification 
of Father McGivney on the 31st!  What a great 
honor it is to be part of this great organization.  
We should all be proud and do our part to live 
up to and work to complete Father McGivney's 
dream and mission. 
 
Three months into this fraternal year and hope-
fully all of our councils are active in this great 
time of need.  I would love to say that every 
council has all of their reports up to date and are 
Safe Environment Compliant, but the reality is 
that we are not.  There are several councils still 
holding out.  Please check with your council to 
make sure they have their 185, 365, and Semi- 
Annual Audit completed and submitted to both 
Supreme and State.  If your council needs help, 
please ask, and you will get the help needed. 
 
Safe Environment Compliance is not going 
away, and the need for this training is growing 
more important all of the time.  Supreme re-
quires four positions to take the training and 2 to 
have a background check completed.  This is 
very vital for the protection of our youth and 
councils.  Remember, these four positions 
should be filled by four different Knights.  This 
increases the chance of having at least two 
trained Knights at any event to ensure the safety 
of all who attend.  Remember, the more eyes the 
better when it comes to safety.  Please check 
with your council and make sure they are Safe 
Environment Compliant. 
 
We need great leaders for our councils, districts, 
and state.  If you would like to help in ensuring 
that our state remains one of the best states in 
the Knights of Columbus, please help out where 
you can.  We have councils that need leaders, 
districts that need DDs, etc.  Reach out to the 
State Staff to see where you can help. 
 
Let's continue to be: 

The Strong Right Arm of the Church 

The Strong Community Leader 

The Strong Family Supporter 

The Best Fraternal Organization in the World 
 

Vivat Jesus 

They're Going to Do It Anyways 
Ceremonials Director Don Trudeau  

truknightsfs@comcast.net      
(612) 749-2982  

 
If candidates are going to go through a degree cere-
mony why not make it a team effort?  During this 
time of COVID and social distancing, we can still 
do degree work.  Please don't use it as an excuse not 
to recruit or bring new members into your council. 
 
GKs and FSs, please check the prospect area of 
your webpage on Member Management to see if 
you have anyone in your council area who joined 
through e-membership and just doesn't know how 
to get to a council. 
 
Next, on that very same page, find the new com-
bined Exemplification script.  Download it, and 
print it.  Save it to your computer for future use. 
 
Next, download the video of the Exemplification. 
Watch it, and then show it to your council at your 
next meeting. 
 
Once they see how easy and rewarding it can be to 
present it in person or virtually, you'll have a great-
er shot at forming a council or district team.  
 
It only takes 3-5 guys to put it on.  You can have 
less guys doing more or more guys doing less.  
 
Now, when the candidates start coming around, you 
will be able to bring them in with a very meaningful 
ceremony. 
 
Once we get beyond this COVID, thing with a team 
already in place, you can be doing ceremonies live 
in front of the candidates, family, and friends. 
 
Lastly, we have state teams who are putting on 
"live" exemplifications via Zoom.  If you have a 
candidate, or would like to observe one of these 
ceremonies, please go to mnknights.org, click on 
Events, and then click on Degree Schedules. 
 
Click on the ceremony you wish to attend or ob-
serve.  You will be taken to a registration page. 
When the degree you want approaches, we will 
send you a link to that ceremony. 
 
There are still men out there who want to join our 
Order.  Let's make it a timely and meaningful event. 
 
Vivat Jesus 

RSVP 
 

Remember, we need to support our sem-
inarians. They are the future of the Cath-
olic Church here in Minnesota. Councils, 
please sponsor at least one seminarian 
through the RSVP program.   
 

More information can be found in the 
supplement and at    

        

www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/
rsvp.html#/ 

Run this in Your  

Church Bulletin: 
 

Your decision to join the Knights  
could define your year.  

 

Join Catholic men just like you  

striving to strengthen their faith,  
their families,  

and their communities  

as members of the  
Knights of Columbus.   

 

Every Knight makes a difference.  
 

Each man brings a unique story,  
a particular set of skills,  

and a heart that is ready to serve. 
 

We invite you to take  
this exciting step  

and join us today.  
 

It’s an opportunity that could define 

your year and change your life. 
 

KofC.org/JoinUs 

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
Student Loan Fund 

 

 

Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly 
 

(952) 873-2213 
 

daly.daly@frontiernet.net 
 

(see the online supplement for more info) 

mailto:master@mnknights.org
mailto:jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
mailto:truknightsfs@comcast.net
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Auxiliary Corner 
 

Please submit your Auxiliary dues to 
State Treasurer Beth Dust  

5601 Nevada Ave N  
Crystal  MN  55428 

 

At the last state board meeting, State 
President Joyce thanked Jean A. for inviting us to have 
our meeting at her home and for inviting her to install 
the Blaine Coon Rapids Auxiliary Officers prior to the 
meeting.   
 

Our prayers for each auxiliary include that you are  
Safe, Healthy, and Faithful during these unusual times.  

 

 
 

Into the Breach 
State Program Director  

Joe George 
1926 72nd Street 

Centerville, MN 55038 
programdirector@mnknights.org 

(651) 253-3112    
 

Has your council wanted to run an Into the Breach 
program in the past and have not been able to get it 
going?  Well, has the State got a deal for you.  Starting 
October 4th, the State Council will be running an Into 
the Breach program statewide over Zoom.  You can 
get more information on our State website under the 
main scrolling banner.  Just click on the Into the 
Breach banner and register.  You will be mailed an 
Into the Breach video series guidebook.  If you missed 
registering before the 4th, no problem.  You can just 
jump in wherever we are in the series.  Please spread 
the word to all Knights as well as all parishioners.  We 
welcome all Catholics for this program.  
 
As a reminder, make sure that your council is Youth 
Protection trained and you have submitted your Form 
365 with names entered for Grand Knight, Program 
Director, Family Director, and Community Director.  
These are the positions that need to be youth 
protection trained, and the Family Director and the 
Community Director need background checks.  
 
Thanks for all you do for the Knights.  If you have any 
questions about programs or Faith in Action, please 
feel free to contact me. 
 

“Faith in the Family brings Life to the Community” 
 

God Bless 
Remember, “See a need, Fill a need.” 

Vivat Jesus! 

Communications with 
Knights of Columbus  

Members is Key 
Retention Chairman Lonnie Spaeth 

lspaeth@newulmtel.net 
 
A lot of effort goes into recruiting new members.  
If that’s the case, why don’t councils do all they 
can to keep those members on the roster till they 
attain the status of Honorary or Honorary Life 
member?  After all, that is what Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney (our founder) wanted us to do.  All it 
takes to accomplish this is to keep the lines of 
communications open between the council and 
the K of C member.   
 

Here are some examples  
of what the council should do. 

 
As soon as the new member joins the council: 

 Invite him to the council meetings 

 Offer to pick up the member and take him to 
council meetings 

 Find out what projects this new member is 
interested in and ensure he is on these project 
teams 

 
Be sure he understands: 

 How to deepen his faith with all the spiritual 
resources available to help him become a 
better Catholic man, husband, and father 

 The true meaning of Charity (our main prin-
ciple) 

 The thousands of charitable programs, both 
local and international, that help those who 
need it most 

 How we defend our values by defending our 
faith    

 How his voice is joined by 2 million fellow 
members to  

 - stand up for the unborn and the dignity 
  of all human life 

 - fight for religious liberty  

 - join in our ongoing work in support of  
  the church 

 - regularly ask our local priest what we  
  can do for them 

 The top-quality portfolio of financial prod-
ucts (your field agent will help with this) 

 
All this information cannot be communicated in 
a day, week, or month.  It must be ongoing.  All 
avenues of communications must be used: meet-
ings, websites, newsletters, emails, texting, K of 
C conventions, etc.  It’s a forever ongoing educa-
tional process that never stops because the chari-
table needs of people change daily.  And if the K 
of C member knows all there is to know about 
us, he will attain Honorary Life member status 
for sure. 

Marian Icon Prayer Program 
Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians 

 
The Knights of Columbus did an abbreviated Our La-
dy Help of Persecuted Christians prayer service, from 
the John Paul II Shrine in Washington, D.C. The pray-
er service is now available via the link found on the 
State website under Marian Icon Prayer Program. 

 

This video will continue to be available as a resource 
for councils to run virtual Marian Icon Prayer Ser-
vices.  Supreme will be following up with some guide-
lines to help councils move programming online, 
where necessary.  Councils are encouraged to use this 
52 minute prayer with their councils and parishes.  
Thank you. 
 

Please call or email me if you have any  
questions or comments. 

 

Fraternally yours, 
Marian Icon Prayer Chairman Orville Fillbrandt 
(612) 751-2943      
Orville@Fillbrandt.com 

Family of the Month  
 
 

One family from a Minnesota Council  
is selected each month!   

We publish this information in our  
Online Knightly News editions. 

 

Form 1993A on Supreme’s website at 
kofc.org can be completed online or mailed in 
to honor your council’s families and show 
them their dedication and the example they set 
is greatly appreciated.   
 

Choose a Family of the Year 
from your Families of the 
Month and submit the Family of 
the Year form to State Program 
Director Joe George with your 
other program year-end reports 
by April 1st.   
 

Use these on Form SP-7  

Choose a Knight of the 
Month Every Month! 

 

Publish it in your council newsletter & present 
him with a Knight of the Month certificate.  

 

Choose a Knight of the Year from these gen-
tlemen, and submit the Knight of the Year 
form to State Program Director Joe George 
with your other program year-end reports by 
April 1st.   
 

Use these on Form SP-7  

Put this in your Parish Bulletin 
 

******************* 

Lead With Faith 

Protect Your Family 

Serve Others 

Defend Your Values 

Become a Knight  

Join Us Today 

KofC.org/JoinUs 

Help Your Council 
PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash    
hadashsports101@yahoo.com 

 

Advertising comes in many forms, and when 
done right, your council gets in the spotlight.   
 

You can promote your council through print 
in magazines and newspapers. 

  

You can advertise with colorful flyers  
and council brochures.   

 

Promoting on social networks like Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter can also get your 

council in the spotlight for success.   
 

Email upcoming council events,  
subject line  

“My Council Events,”  
to have them promoted by me. 

 Beatification Mass of  
Fr. McGivney October 31st  

 

Good News!!!  The Beatification Mass will be 
broadcast live on EWTN and other Catholic 
networks, so anyone who wishes to view the 
Mass will be able to do so. 
 

Please conduct a special “Blessed Michael 
McGivney” membership drive for the Guild  
with your council.  Membership is free, and 
Guild members receive a quarterly newsletter 
and have their intentions remembered at a 
weekly Mass!  Send out this link for people to 
sign up: 
 

https://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/ 
join-the-guild.html 

 

The next two YouTube/Facebook screenings 
of the new Father McGivney video will be on 
September 26th and October 25th, both at 
8:00 p.m. Eastern. Use the link above for 
more information. 
 

We encourage all councils to pray the Prayer 
for the Canonization of Father McGivney.  It 
is very important that all Knights pray this 
prayer and report any favors received to the 
Guild.  We need one more miracle for our 
founder to reach canonization and sainthood, 
so you will play an even more important role 
in that process. 
 

Thank you again. Vivat Jesus! 
  
Brian Caulfield 
Vice Postulator for the Cause of Father McGivney 

Fr. Michael  
McGivney Guild   

 
Please join the Fr. McGivney Guild, 
and support his cause for canoniza-

tion.  To sign up, please visit  
 

www.fathermcgivney.org/  

mailto:Orville@Fillbrandt.com
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/join-the-guild.html
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/join-the-guild.html
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/


KNIGHTLY NEWS 

Page 7 

Into the Breach  
Program Chair Brian Anderson  

brilora@embarqmail.com 
(320) 395-2806 

 

 In the midst of the current pandemic, I am sure that 
many or all of us feel the need for spiritual reflec-
tion.  The Knights of Columbus is offering you an 
opportunity to fill that need in your life this fall. 
Catholic men face a spiritual crisis today.  Join us to 
explore our calling to be better husbands, better fa-
thers – better Catholics.  Into the Breach is a 12 ses-
sion video based program of spiritual growth and 
reflection offered Sunday evenings starting on Octo-
ber 4th.  It is hosted by the State Council.  All Cath-
olic men are invited.  Find more information and 
registration at www.mnknights.org  
 

Seek greatness.  
Seek Virtue.  

Seek Holiness.  
Step Into the Breach with us!  

 

Domestic Church Kiosk 
Program Chair Dennis Cummings 
dennis_j_cummings@yahoo.com 

(651) 428-4929 
 
Brother Knights: 
 
For $150, a council can purchase a floor-standing 
display of 15 different religious books and 
accompanying posters to help advertise them to 
parishioners and visitors.  The sturdy bookshelf 
holds 15 copies of each book for a total of 225 items 
and can easily be placed in a church’s narthex for 
convenient public access. 
 
The collection's topics include Prayer Time, Letter 
to Families, A Scriptural Rosary, Saint Benedict for 
Busy Parents, Faith: Questions & Answers, Into the 
Breach, Gift of Fatherhood, Family in the Modern 
World, Mary - Mother of God, God's Plan for Love 
& Marriage, The Family Fully Alive, Lord - Teach 
Us to Pray, The Good Life - God's Way, Becoming 
a Real Man of God, and Saint Joseph - Our Father in 
Faith.  Into the Breach introduces men to the weekly 
video series starting soon (see the related articles 
below and on page 6). 
 
For more information, please visit the Knights' 
Kiosk website at 
 

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action
-programs/faith/building-domestic-church-

kiosk.html 
 
If you don't already participate in this program, talk 
with your pastor about setting up a bookshelf at your 
parish church.  If you do participate, remember to 
mention the program on your Columbian Award 
application (Form SP-7).  Feel free to contact me 
with any questions.  Vivat Jesus! 

 
Called in Service 

Community Programs Director  
Randy Balausky 

rbalausky@gmail.com 
507-213-9862 

 
My Fellow Brothers, 
 

As Knights of Columbus, we are called to 
serve our family and our God.  Our first 
principle is Charity, at home with our fami-
lies and in our communities.  This is a criti-
cal part of our Knights of Columbus mis-
sion.  Have you ever wondered, “How can I 
make my community better?”  Individuals 
can do great things on their own, but there is 
something bigger than self when Knights of 
Columbus members come together as one 
through their council and accomplish great 
things.  Councils that conduct these Commu-
nity Programs are positively shaping their 
community by addressing the needs of its 
citizens. 
 

Your local Knights of Columbus council, 
under the leadership of the GK, along with 
the council officers and members, selects the 
activities and programs that the council im-
plements.  It is through these programs that 
the council works for the betterment of our 
communities and our youth.  As a Catholic, 
family, fraternal service organization, we 
strive to assist our fellow man and their fam-
ilies, our church, and our community in their 
well-being. 
 
There are programs like the Soccer Chal-
lenge, Free Throw Contest, Coats for Kids, 
Global Wheelchair Mission, and the Catho-
lic Citizenship Essay Contest to name just a 
few.  In addition, some of the other pro-
grams include Helping Hands, Disaster Pre-
paredness, Habitat for Humanity, and Leave 
No Neighbor Behind. 
 

All of the Community Programs, along with 
detailed information on each of them, can be 
found in the Grand Knight’s Hand-
book.  You can access the Grand Knight’s 
Handbook by logging into Resources, Manu-
als and Directories and then select the 
Grand Knight Resources tab.  There you will 
find a wealth of information. 
 

You can also access information about all 
programs on the Minnesota Knights of Co-
lumbus webpage under the programs tab.  
 

Finally, in these days of change be sure to 
review all program forms for any changes or 
updates to forms or programs that may have 
occurred. 
 

Yours in Brotherhood! 

Minnesota Global  
Wheelchair Mission  

2020 – 2021  
Wheelchair Sunday Initiative 
Community Programs Director Randy Balausky 

rbalausky@gmail.com 
(507) 213-9862 

 

The Purpose 
 To increase awareness and participation in           

Minnesota’s Global Wheelchair Mission. 
 
The Plan 
 Councils participate in a Wheelchair Sunday 
 
The Incentives 
1) Councils who conduct a wheelchair Sunday will 

receive one (1) free wheelchair for each parish 
that participates. 

2) For each Wheelchair Sunday Order Form that is 
completed, that council will be entered in a          
drawing to receive one of three wheelchairs 
(drawn at the 2021 State Convention). 

 
Wheelchairs can be distributed to the council’s  

charity/organization/person(s) of choice 
 
The Requirements 
 

By April 30, 2021, conduct a Wheelchair Sunday for a 
Church/Community Drive or the Minnesota Global 
Wheelchair Mission following these Established        
Action Steps: 
 

1. Contact the Knights of Columbus jurisdiction and 
coordinate with the state wheelchair chairman to 
determine how the council can assist with their 
Global Wheelchair Mission activities. 

2. Set an annual goal for the council to contribute to 
Global Wheelchair Mission (i.e. specific dollar 
amount or specific number of hairs). 

3. Build public interest for the program!  Promote 
the work of your council on behalf of the Global 
Wheelchair Mission in the parish and larger com-
munity through a variety of efforts (prominently 
displayed promotional posters, bulletin announce-
ments, pulpit announcements, postings on your 
council and parish website/social media pages) 

4. Schedule events to raise funds and promote pro-
gress toward your council goal.  If you plan to 
conduct a Wheelchair Sunday, work with your 
pastor to obtain his permission and recommenda-
tions.  Do not forget to encourage individual con-
tributions! 

5. Once your goal is met, submit the associated re-
porting forms to the Supreme Council Department 
of Fraternal Mission to gain credit for your pro-
gram.  Remember to retain copies for your council 
records. 

6. Submit all State reporting forms. 

7. Submit photographs, articles, and any other items 
showing what you have accomplished with the 
Wheelchair Order Form. 

8. Have FUN! 

Essay Contest 
Chairman Tom Jirele 

tomjirele@hotmail.com     (507) 213-9765 
KofC.org/essay 

 
In an essay of 500-750 words, discuss how 
trusting in God during a difficult time has 
helped you or someone you know find the 
strength and hope to endure it.  Consider es-
pecially those times when it was a challenge 
to understand why something was happening.  
Consider also sharing any lessons about faith 
and hope you or someone you know may 
have learned from this experience.  “Though 
you have not seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an inex-
pressible and glorious joy” (1 Peter 1:8). 
 
Minnesota Due Dates: 

12/18/20 - District Judging 
1/15/21 - State Judging  
2/14/21 - Supreme Judging 

Coats for Kids Prepack Prices 
 

These prepack prices are the same whether you order 
Boy or Girl prepacks.   

Order by FS or GK through Supplies Online.   

Style 
Quantity 
of Coats 
per Case  

Qualifications 
  

1 Point  2 Points 

Cost Per 
Case 

Includes 
Shipping  

Large Prepack 12 1 Case 6 Cases $237.84 

Small Prepack 12 1 Case 6 Cases $237.84 

Teen Prepack 12 1 Case 6 Cases $294.24 

Light Weight 
Prepack 

24 1 Case 6 Cases $377.64 

Use KC Napkins  
at Council Events  

 

Cases of 8000 napkins $135  
and Packages of 600 for $20  

(plus shipping)  
 

Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder  
 

(320) 485-4448 
 

 schoenfelderkk@tds.net 

 

http://www.mnknights.org/
mailto:dennis_j_cummings@yahoo.com
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/building-domestic-church-kiosk.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/building-domestic-church-kiosk.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/building-domestic-church-kiosk.html
mailto:rbalausky@gmail.com
mailto:rbalausky@gmail.com
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ATTENTION GRAND KNIGHTS! 
 
As you know, one of the new criteria for the Founders Award for Star 
Council is having two Fraternal Benefits Nights a year.  Well, to make it 
easier for you, your General Agents got together to do the first one on 
October 15th at 7:00 p.m. over Zoom.  This will be a special opportunity 
as we hired Tom Hegna, a national renown retirement expert, to conduct 
it.  Most of your members will retire at some point, and Tom can defi-
nitely help prepare for that significant day in all our lives. 
 
To qualify as one of your Fraternal Benefits Nights, we need you to no-
tify all council members and also advertise it in the parish.  This will be 
a great recruiting opportunity as Tom is a well-known speaker in the 
retirement planning field.  Your Field and General Agents will be assist-
ing as we can. 
 
Tom’s topic, “Don’t Worry, Retire Happy! Seven Steps to Retirement 
Security,” is your guide to straight-forward retirement planning in un-
certain times.  In this presentation, Tom will simplify the retirement 
journey with his seven steps to retirement security.  Learn how to make 
a trouble-free plan for retirement with a solid foundation to build on for 
future generations.  Avoid living a just-in-case retirement, and enjoy the 
fruits of your labor!  Whether you are a late starter with your retirement 
planning, or you have significant savings, this presentation outlines how 
to make the most from the least with the smallest amount of risk. 
 

Registration is limited,  
contact your General Agent or Field Agent for details. 

 

  

“Father Wants You”  

Membership Campaign 
 

To be held at least  
twice a year 

 

Details are in the  
online supplement at  

mnknights.org 

Consecration to the  
Holy Family 

Chairman Mark Glatzel  
markglatzel64@gmail.com 

(320) 267-1485 
 
Help strengthen families and revitalize our par-
ishes by participating in the Consecration to the 
Holy Family program. 
 
This will revitalize our parishes by urging our 
parish families to devote themselves to the ideal 
model family of  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.  We 
invite each family in your parish to consecrate 
themselves to the Holy Family by making a sol-
emn dedication to this sacred purpose. 
 
To help families live out the joy of Christ, Su-
preme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori has 
composed a prayer through which families will 
come together to consecrate themselves under 
the protection of the Holy Family.  In this pray-
er, we ask for the aid or intercession of the per-
fect son Jesus Christ, Mary the perfect mother, 
and Joseph who is a model for every father. 
Councils will guide their parish and community 
to understand and offer this prayer.  Preparing 
for the Consecration to the Holy Family is not a 
single event.  It is choosing a way of life for 
your family. Through this consecration, each 
participant is consciously choosing to be a bea-
con of God’s love through His Church. 
 
Work with your pastor to obtain permission and 
recommendations for conducting a Consecration 
to the Holy Family in your parish. 
 
Ensure that all parish families are properly pre-
pared for the consecration by ordering prayer 
cards and promoting it through bulletin an-
nouncements and pulpit talks.  Inform council 
members and ask them to spread the word.  Pub-
lish information in your council newsletter. 
 
More information is available on mnknights.org.   
Type the word consecration in the search box to 
find the link to the program.  We are asking eve-
ry council to participate.  You are welcome to 
contact me for more information. 

Why Have a  
K of C Council? 

NCD Chairman Lloyd Cybart 
lloyd.cybart@kofc.org      

(952) 686-7720  
 

So why do we need a Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil?  We already have a parish men’s club. 
 

Why indeed?  There is nothing wrong with a men’s 
club, and each one serves the parish as far as it 
can.  So what is the difference?   
 

A K of C council has the backing of the world’s larg-
est Catholic lay organization.  A K of C council has 
structure and programs such as Coats for Kids, Leave 
No Neighbor Behind, and Faith in Action, a program 
about which Pope Francis said that at this point in 
our history, is exactly what the Church needs.  A K 
of C council has access to a state-wide, nation-wide, 
and world-wide organization with the power of unity 
while maintaining a local purpose.  A K of C council 
has access to dedicated men to make sure families 
are protected financially and to assist when a loved 
one passes on.  A Knights of Columbus council fol-
lows the path of a parish priest who had a vision and 
purpose to protect families and guide men in their 
faith.  This is just a small sample of what a K of C 
council does. 
 

Father McGivney, our founder, wanted a council in 
every parish with the purpose of financially protect-
ing families, serving that priest and parish directly, 
and to provide men, especially young family men, a 
Catholic organization with the means to keep men 
immersed in their faith while serving and mentoring 
other men. 
 

We are not in competition with men’s clubs or any 
other organizations, if anything, we complement each 
other. 
 

Know a parish that should have a council?   
Give me a call and we’ll get it started. 

Northwest 
Patrick Dolan, General Agent 
2315 N University Dr 
Suite L-5 
Fargo ND 58102 
Office: (701) 298-9922 
Patrick.Dolan@kofc.org 
 

East Central & NE 
Joe Caouette, General Agent  
161 Main Ave W 
Winsted MN 55395  
Office: (320) 485-2202 
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org 

  

Metro Area   
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent  
1301 E Cliff Rd 
Suite 110  
Burnsville MN 55337  
Office: (952) 686-7720 
Fax: 952-388-0851 
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 
www.twincitieskofc.org 

 

South  
David Goedtke, General Agent 
12 South Marshall Ave  
Springfield MN 56087  
Office: (507) 720-1652 
David.Goedtke@kofc.org 

  

Southwest 
Jon Beebe, General Agent 
2 Dart Dr 
Watertown SD 57201 
Office: (605) 882-8689 
Fax: (605) 882-0019 
Jon.Beebe@kofc.org 

 

Order  
wheelchairs  

to use in your 
parish or  
distribute  

in your area.   
 

Or turn in funds to help buy 
wheelchairs to be  

donated to help the  
Persecuted Christians 

in the Middle East. 
 

Information on how to hold a Wheelchair 
Sunday to raise funds is found on page 7. 

 
The form for turning in funds and  

ordering wheelchairs is found on the  
State website at mnknights.org. 

REMINDER:  
 

All checks sent to the Minnesota Knights of 
Columbus should be made payable to: 

 

Minnesota Knights of Columbus  
 

On the memo line,  
please list what the check is for. 

Delta Drive scripts and  
announcements are on the 

State website at 
https://mnknights.org/ 
delta-drive-resources/ 

Advertising Can Help  
Your Council 

PR Chairman Jeremy Hadash    
hadashsports101@yahoo.com 

 
Check out the online supplement for more  

ways to promote the good works of the  
Knights of Columbus and about chances  

to win prizes at the 2021 State Convention. 

mailto:Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
mailto:Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
http://www.twincitieskofc.org
mailto:David.Goedke@kofc.org
https://mnknights.org/delta-drive-resources/
https://mnknights.org/delta-drive-resources/
mailto:hadashsports101@yahoo.com

