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STATE CHAPLAIN
Fr. Gabriel Walz
PO Box 177
Staples MN 56497-0177
(218) 894-2296
statechaplain@mnkights.org

ASSOCIATE STATE CHAPLAIN
Fr. Martin Schaefer
750 Terrace Heights
Winona MN 55987-1320
(507) 494-8841
associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org

STATE DEPUTY 
Marc Peters
6501 Hokah Dr
Lino Lakes MN 55014-1313
(612) 247-2220
statedeputy@mnknights.org

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY
Robert Penas
PO Box 271
Silver Lake MN 55381-0271
(320) 327-2122
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org

STATE SECRETARY 
David Whatmuff
14380 184th Ave NW
Elk River MN 55330-5018
(763) 772-2997
statesecretary@mnknights.org

STATE ADVOCATE
James Terwedo
3700 West 220th St
Jordan MN 55352-8651
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org

STATE TREASURER 
Dan DeCrans
20400 200th ST
NEVIS MN 56467-5284
(218) 255-1125
statetreasurer@mnknights.org

STATE WARDEN 
Bou Gazley
5379 56th Ave NW
Rochester MN 55901-3892
(507) 259-7851
Statewarden@mnknights.org

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Joe George, Jr
1926 72nd St
Centerville MN 55038-9797
(651) 253-3112
programdirector@mnknights.org

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Jesse Kosloski
8225 Whitstrom Rd
Lake Shore MN 56468-2514
(218) 330-5648
membershipdirector@mnknights.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
812 Greensview CT NW
Hutchinson MN 55350-4387
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org

STUDENT LOAN
Mike Daly, ADMINISTRATOR
Office of Daly & Daly
(952) 873-2213
Daly,daly@frontiernet.net
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Peaks and Valleys
State Deputy Marc Peters

statedeputy@mnknights.org     
(612) 247-2220   

Much of being the state deputy is more book-
work than anything: answering inquiries about 
the Knights, directing death notices to our gen-
eral agents, referring donation requests to the 
proper committees, answering calls from brother knights, taking 
the occasional crank call about our position on prolife, and stay-
ing in touch with our district deputies and staff.  I also keep an 
eye on the budget and work on the summer and winter meetings 
for our staff, our fall and spring meetings with the state officers, 
and prepare for our state convention, this year in Breezy Point.  
This past week in I was in Orlando to meet with the other state 
deputies to go over the second half plans of programs and mem-
bership with the Supreme Council staff.
I also want to highlight some the great parts of being the state 
deputy.  
¨ In early November I had the privilege to help Knight 19 

new Brother Knights at a degree in Winona with the help of 
Conferring Officer Rick Morgan.  The following day I 
again had the privilege of Knighting 43 new Sir Knights 
into the Fourth Degree standing next to District Master Brad 
Jacobs.

¨ In the past few months I visited councils in Cedar, St. An-
thony, and Braham to present them with their STAR awards 
representing excellence in membership, programs, and in-
surance promotion. 

¨ Next week I will be in Duluth to award Cathedral Council 
their STAR plaque.

Just like in any job or position, where you have peaks and val-
leys to contend with, so it is wearing the medal of office of the 
state deputy.  I’m sure it’s the same whether you wear a district 
deputy medal, a grand knight medal, or perform the non-officer 
positions of membership director or program director.  If a pro-
gram may not have worked so well or the membership drive 
wasn’t as successful as you hoped for, remember there is anoth-
er day to try something else.  Tomorrow brings us another op-
portunity to help a brother knight or to fill a need in our parish 
or our community.
I am grateful for having be given this opportunity to serve the 
Order, the MN State Council, and the Church.  I look forward to 
the rest of Advent, the Christmas season, and the next half of 
our fraternal year.  GTO! Grow The Order

Prepare!
State Chaplain Father Gabriel Walz

statechaplain@mnkights.org 
(320) 693-3313

The first Sunday of December is the 
first Sunday of the New (Liturgical) 
Year, the first Sunday of Advent.  
Similar to the Lenten Season, this season of Advent is 
traditionally a season of increased prayer and preparation 
for the Feast that comes after.  The Advent Season is a 
time of preparation for us — all humanity — to receive 
our greatest guest, the very God through whom we exist.  
At Christmastime, this same God emerges from the 
womb of a virgin; He veils His glory in our frail humani-
ty so that He can redeem our fallen race from within.  
What a wondrous and radical gift is the unmerited love 
extended to us by our God.  
Having grown up on a farm, I have sometimes marveled 
at how feeble the human child is.  We are the only ra-
tional creatures in the material world.  We are the crea-
tures who build machines, cities, spaceships, and tooth-
brushes.  But, for the first few years of our lives, we are 
utterly helpless.  By contrast, a baby calf might be on its 
feet and wandering around the pasture on its first day 
outside the womb!
Why would the omnipotent God of the universe choose 
to visit His creatures in such a humble form?  Had He 
come in all His glory upon a chariot of gold with a flam-
ing sword in hand, we would have been forever sundered 
from Him.  Original Sin placed us in the camp apart 
from our Creator.  The sacrament of baptism sets us free 
and gives us a share in His Sonship.  Our personal sins 
further rupture our relationship with God; mortal sins cut 
us off from His life-giving grace.  Contrition and the sac-
rament of reconciliation restore us to right relationship 
with Him.  The Eucharist nourishes and sustains us in 
the Christian life.  By coming in such a humble form, 
Jesus demonstrated the depth of divine love and gave us 
the tools we need to return to Him.  
In this Advent Season, we prepare for the coming of our 
Savior in a feeble and humble form.  He shared in our 
human experiences; He knows our struggle.  May we 
learn to trust in this God of ours who has so loved us as 
to take our vulnerabilities and struggles upon Himself. 
Vivat Jesus!
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To Schedule a Degree 
Go to mnknights.org, click on 

"About", then click on 
"Exemplifications"

When you get to the Ceremonials 
page, scroll down to the 2nd 

paragraph and click "here" in the 
first sentence;

this will bring up the request form.  
Fill it out and click "submit" and 

you're done!

October Top Recruiters:
¨ Edward Dennis of Brooklyn Center Council 6772

(3 new members)
¨ Shawn Peters of Kasson Council 14460 

(3 new members)
¨ Andrew Poole of Stillwater Council 1632

(2 new members)
¨ Luke Uselman of Wadena Council 2107

(2 new members)
¨ David Rittenhouse of Burnsville Council 6374

(2 new members)
Gift card will be coming their way
47 new members, 40 proposers

State Convention Hosts Needed
Would your council or district be willing to host either the 

2021 or 2022 MN Knights of Columbus State Conventions? 
(To be held on May 14-16, 2021 and May 20-22, 2022) 

Questions?  Want a copy of the guidelines? Give us a call at 
320-587-0747 or contact us via email at glvdh@mchsi.com.
Think about it! Talk about it! Thank you for considering it! 

We’ll look forward to hearing from you!

Check out the “Game Changer” Supreme is Offering 
for FREE to Your Council (see page 4)

Upcoming Events
December
1 - 1st Sunday of Advent
6-8 - Midyear Meeting
8 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
9 - Immaculate Conception
12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe
15 - 3rd Sunday of Advent
22 - 4th Sunday of Advent
24 - Christmas Eve
25 - Christmas
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Use KC Napkins 
at Council Events 

Cases of 5400 napkins $135 and
Packages of 600 $20 (plus shipping) 

Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder 
(320) 485-4448   schoenfelderkk@tds.net

Star Council Safe 
Environment 
Requirement 

To be eligible for star 
council, councils must be 
fully compliant with ap-
plicable safe environ-
ment requirements.  
For more information 
on the Knights of Co-
lumbus Safe Environ-
ment Program, visit 

kofc.org/safe

File your Council 
990-N e-Postcard 
to Maintain your 

Council’s 
Tax-exempt Status

From the 
Secretary’s Desk

State Secretary Dave Whatmuff
statesecretary@mnknights.org     

(763) 772-2997      
Here we are approaching the half-
way point of the year.  How is your council doing? 
Are you approaching 50% of your goals for the fra-
ternal year?  If not, now is the time to take stock … 
what is going right, and what is going wrong.
In December, we will be holding our 2019 Midyear 
Meeting, which is the time for us to take stock at 
the District and State level.  I have to admit that, as 
far as membership is concerned, the state is a long 
way from 50% of our goal, and this will be one of 
the major items to be dealt with at the meeting.  
In October, Jon Olson was kind enough to visit and 
made a number of presentations along the length 
and breadth of Minnesota.  I hope that you were 
able to attend one of these, or if not, were able to 
benefit from the great information he provided to 
your council officers regarding membership.  
By the end of October, more than half the councils 
in the state had not recruited a single member.  I 
know that this is not due to lack of concern for our 
Order’s future … is there a single brother among us 
who would say that this is not important?  So … is 
it just that we think recruiting is not our job?  Well, 
it is the job of every Knight in the Order to follow 
the teachings of Fr. McGivney, and the directives of 
our Supreme Knight, to offer membership to every 
eligible Catholic man!
I applaud all those brothers who have recruited 
members this year, but please don’t consider that 
your job is done when you have completed the 
Form 100, or the online entries into the landing 
page, or the “join us” page.  Make it your responsi-
bility to ensure the prospect gets to a first degree, if 
necessary picking him up, but at least call him and 
offer to attend his degree.  Then make sure that he 
gets to the next council meeting and is introduced to 
other members and encouraged to take an active 
part in the meeting.  And don’t just stop there … it 
is your job to be his mentor, so that this new mem-
ber, that you worked so hard to recruit, doesn’t be-
come just another statistic on the “Retention” lists!

My wife Marty and I wish a happy and holy       
Christmas to all brother knights and their families, 
and every success in the New Year.  Vivat Jesus!

New Council 
Development … WHY?

NCD Chairman Lloyd Cybart 
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org

(952) 686-7720
Don’t we have enough coun-
cils? Where are we going to get the extra mem-
bers? If we let our neighboring parish form its own 
council, where are we going to get new mem-
bers? Who is going to lead this new council?
Brothers, since taking over this position, I’ve heard 
lots of objections, but in the end, Father McGivney 
wanted a council in every parish for very explicit 
reasons. In his own words:
“Our primary objective is to prevent people from 
entering Secret Societies, by offering the same, if 
not better, advantages to our members. Secondly, 
to unite the men of our Faith throughout the Dio-
cese of Hartford, that we may thereby gain strength 
to aid each other in time of sickness; to provide for 
decent burial, and to render pecuniary assistance to 
the families of deceased members.” He asked pas-
tors to “exert your influence in the formation of a 
council in your parish.”
Father McGivney’s plan was not only for men in 
each parish to take care of each other and their fami-
lies, but to also serve each parish in a local and 
unique way. He wanted the Knights of Columbus 
to aid each parish priest by serving as spiritual ex-
amples and leaders in each parish. Basically, Father 
McGivney knew that strong Catholic men are the 
foundation of each parish.
I challenge each leader to identify one parish that is 

in need of Father McGivney's vision.
Give me a call and I can help.

If you have not 
filed Forms 185, 
365, and 1295, 

please do so now!  
Forms 185 and 365 ensure 
that information you need 
gets to your council, and 

Form 1295 is critical to the 
health and well-being of 

your council!

Supreme FS Hotline
Help with any FS questions regarding 

Member Management or Member Billing
203-752-4210

ExpertFS@KofC.org

St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member or friend serving in 
the military?  Request a St. Michael Medal to be 
sent to them from State Chaplain Fr. Gabriel.  
There is no cost to you or the military service per-
son.  The military person does not need to be a 
man, a Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in the military, their 
rank, branch of service, and address to State 
Chaplain Fr. Gabriel, and he will send the medal 
(and a prayer book if requested) directly to the 
serviceman/woman.  Please email your requests to

statechaplain@mnknights.org 
Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families are 
very important to our military men and women.  

Continue to pray for them and their safety. 

2019-20 Incentives
Qualifiers: 
à Must have Supreme and State per capita up to 

date.
à Current forms must be submitted: 185, 365, 

and 1728 (before  Feb 1, 2020).
à Must have Safe Environment compliance 

completed.
Councils earning STAR status for the 2019-20 
fraternal year will have their Supreme per  
capita waived
New Council Development or Reactivation:  
à $500 to individual(s) who complete the      

process of starting a new council.  
à SD to make determination on how money is 

split.
à GA or FA who helps start a new council or 

reactivation will get $250.  
à If GA or FA is solely responsible for council 

startup, top payout will be $500.
Council Level
à Any council taking an online member from 

their prospect list and turning them into a 
council member will get $20.

à Councils on the “No Activity List” will be 
given a $20 incentive for each new member.  
Minimum of 25% of quota to qualify.  Sus-
pensions will be deducted to get a net number.  
Any suspensions in pipeline will be included.

à The GK of any council getting STAR status in 
2019-20 will receive a $250 gift card.

Member Level
à Any member recruiting 5 new members will 

be given a fleece K of C jacket.
à Monthly incentives given based on the           

recruiters list:  $20 gift cards awarded    
monthly for top three recruiters.

District Level
à Suspensions will be deducted to get a net 

number.  Any suspensions in the pipeline will 
be included.

à Any district deputy achieving STAR district 
status in 2019-20 will get $500 gift card.

Who’s agenda are 
you pushing today?

Yours or God’s? 
Think about it

NOMINATIONS and RESOLUTIONS
The Minnesota State Council consists of all 280+ councils. Each council is 
represented by two delegates at the state convention. At the convention, 
state business is conducted: election of MN State Officers, election of Dele-
gates to the 2020 Supreme Convention, and resolutions for either State or 
Supreme consideration. This is one reason why each council needs to be 
represented at the convention - to have a voice in your state council affairs.
State officers traditionally hold their position for two years and then move 
up; state secretary moves up to state deputy, state treasurer moves up to 
state secretary, etc.  The entry level position is state warden.  However, any 
Third Degree Knight in good standing can run for any position. A resolu-
tion from their council is sent to the state advocate, and he mails this out to 
all councils in mid April. Nominations can also be taken from the floor the 
day of elections.
Any Brother Knight thinking of running for a position should contact State 
Advocate Jim Terwedo for assistance in preparing a council resolution to be 
used to announce the nomination. DEADLINE FOR NOMINATION RES-
OLUTIONS IS APRIL 1ST.
Resolutions on procedures or affirming persons or activities also need to be 
sent to the state advocate. He will help you write or rewrite the resolution 
before it is presented to the state officers for consideration. Unless the res-
olution is so far out in left field that it can not be considered (i.e. persons
named Schmidt will have their dues waived on even years) all resolutions 
will be presented to the delegates to be considered and voted on.  The state 
officers meet in mid March; DEADLINE FOR RESOLUTIONS IS 
MARCH 1ST.
Both resolutions for nominations and for procedures will be mailed out to 
all councils in mid April so that they can be discussed with the local council 
and direction given to the council delegates on how they should vote.

If you have any questions please contact 
State Advocate Jim Terwedo or State Deputy Marc Peters.

State Convention is May 15 to 17 at Breezy Point Resort near Brainerd.
Check the State website and mnknights.org for more details.
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The Power of 
One

State Warden Bou Gazley
statewarden@mnknights.org     

(507) 259-7851
What if each member of 
the Minnesota Knights of Columbus got 
one new member to join this year?  Just 
think about it.  I think every person 
knows of at least one person who is not 
a member who should be.  It may be a 
neighbor or the guy who sits in the pew 
next to you at church.  Maybe it is even 
a family member.  If each member 
would recruit just one new member this 
year … think about it, that would be 
over 40,000 new members.  And then if 
we could do it again next year, we 
would be over 150,000 members strong 
in Minnesota!  Wouldn’t that be great?  
Think of all the work we could accom-
plish, all the charitable giving we could 
do…
Ok, so each person getting a new mem-
ber may not happen, but what about if 
every two members could recruit one 
new member?  We would still be over 
75,000 strong in two years.  How about 
if only every 1 in 4 members recruited a 
new member?  We would have 50,000 
members in one year and then about 
62,000 the following year.  That would 
still be a great accomplishment.  
I think you get my point.  Each of us 
needs to be out recruiting that neighbor 
(or pew neighbor at church) or that one 
family member that hasn’t joined yet.  
We all need to take an active part in re-
cruitment, and it starts with just one!  
Get one new member and we have more 
hands to do God’s work! 

KNIGHTLY NEWS

Upon the death of a Brother Knight from your council, 
please send the following information to Fraternalism 
Director Randy Lindstrom

609 25th Ave SW ~ Willmar MN 56201
mnkcfc@gmail.com ~ (320) 231-2584

1) Deceased Knight’s Name     
2) Date of Death     
3) Council Number     
4) Town his Council is in     
5) Next of Kin Name, Relationship, & Address     
6) Indicate if he was a Former DD, Past State Officer, etc.

Remember, Council FS must send in a Form 100 
informing Supreme of this Brother Knight’s death.

The List of Deceased members is listed monthly in the 
online edition of the Knightly News at mnknights.org

General Agents
Northwest
Patrick Dolan
2315 N University Dr
Suite L-5
Fargo ND 58102
Office: (701) 298-9922
Patrick.Dolan@kofc.org
East Central & NE
Joe Caouette
161 Main Ave W
Winsted MN 55395 
Office: (320) 485-2202
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org
Metro Area  
Lloyd Cybart
1001 E Cliff Rd
Suite 160 
Burnsville MN 55337 
Office: (952) 686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org
South 
David Goedtke
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield MN 56087 
Office: (507) 720-1652
David.Goedtke@kofc.org
Southwest
Jon Beebe
2 Dart Dr
Watertown SD 57201
Office: (605) 882-8689
Fax: (605) 882-0019
Jon.Beebe@kofc.org

Give the gift of 
Knighthood!

Invite someone 
to join us 

today!

All Time is 
One with God

Associate State Chaplain 
Martin Schaefer

associatechaplain@mnknights.org
Time is a Gift —As with all gifts, our 
response is gratitude to the gift of time.  As Fall turns 
into Winter, we recognize the preciousness of time.  
Time is a precious commodity as we experience the years 
pass by quickly.  Often, we are left to wonder where did 
the time go?  Because time passes by so quickly, de-
mands on our time forces us to choose those times and 
activities where we can influence others in a positive and 
loving way.  
If we want to be free to do good for others around us, we 
need to be mindful to care for ourselves body, soul, and 
mind.  Self-care requires healthy leisure and holy friend-
ships in order to have the interior freedom to give our-
selves to others in love and service.  We can only grow 
when we participate in life and nurture life-giving friend-
ships.  
As the seasons of Advent and Christmas fast approach, 
we will have moments to renew relationships with both 
family and friends.  With some relationships, there may 
be a need for extra care and love that demands for-
giveness and reconciliation.  God will bless us in these 
times when we take the time to give ourselves to His love 
and care.  In this way the gift of time becomes redemp-
tive.      
Redemptive Time —In the book, Changes that Heal, 
the author Dr. Henry Cloud writes, “Think of redemptive 
time this way: We are sick and God has placed us in the 
operating room of redemptive time.  Into our veins he 
pumps life-giving blood of grace and truth. During sur-
gery, he excises evil and brings us back to a holy state.”
If time is to be redemptive we choose to allow God’s 
grace to heal those areas of our life with his divine grace 
and truth.  God sends Jesus Christ into our world to usher 
in redemptive time and to unleash His healing truth and 
grace upon us, healing hearts. This redemptive time is 
what the seasons of Advent and Christmas celebrate.  
Time of Advent and Christmas —The richness of the 
Church’s liturgical year invites us deeper into the Mys-
tery of God’s saving power.  Both the Advent and Christ-
mas seasons are rich times for quiet reflection and fo-
cused prayer.  As disciples of Jesus Christ, we set our 
hearts on the truths of the Father’s love for every human 
being.  2000 years ago, our God chose to enter into hu-
man history as a baby born of the Virgin Mary.  The ef-
fects of God’s generosity fill our hearts with gratitude to 
God for doing for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves.  
We enter into the seasons of Advent and Christmas with 
hearts united with Mary’s heart.  We learn from Mary to 
receive from God with deep trust and loving faith.  Pope 
Francis offers to us thoughts for our prayer and reflec-
tion.    
By contemplating our beautiful Immaculate Mother, let 
us also recognize our truest destiny, our deepest voca-

tion: to be loved, to be transformed by love, to be trans-
formed by the beauty of God.  Let us look to her, our 
Mother, and allow her to look upon us, for she is our 

mother and she loves us so much. - Pope Francis

RSVP  
Remember, we need to support our 
seminarians. They are the future of the  
Catholic Church here in Minneso-
ta. Please ask each of your councils to 
sponsor at least one seminarian through 
the RSVP program. More information 
can be found at      

https://www.kofc.org/en/
programs/faith/rsvp.html#/

Choose a Family of the Month and 
a Knight of the Month from Your 

Council Every Month!  
More details in the Online Supplement

Insurance Corner
By General Agent Lloyd Cybart
Why is it important to meet with your Knights of Columbus insurance agent? Glad you 
asked! Whether you have a Knights product or not, your K of C agent is a valuable resource for 
you and your family. In times of preparation and in times of need, we are there to help. We can 
help evaluate your current situation, look at your existing insurance from all companies, and give 
you an honest appraisal of what (or if) you need anything, including if you have too much insur-
ance (bet you weren’t expecting to hear that).  It’s highly beneficial to meet at least annually with 
your agent.  
So why annually? Another good question. How often do you change the filters in your fur-
nace? How often do you change the oil in your car? How about going to the doctor? Your finan-
cial health is no different and needs continual and regular maintenance. How long do you need 
that term? Can you use your whole life to fund retirement? Do you want to fund long-term care 
out of pocket or have us pay for it? What if your last paycheck was your last paycheck? What’s 
the plan?  You would be surprised how drastically needs can change in just one year. With that, so 
do your needs. We can help with temporary insurance needs, permanent insurance needs, disabil-
ity insurance, long-term care, and retirement annuities. All guaranteed. 
Father McGivney designed the Knights of Columbus to protect our families financially plain and 
simple. In his own words: “Unity and Charity are our motto. Unity in order to gain strength to be 
charitable to each other in benevolence whilst we live and in bestowing financial aid to those 
whom we leave to mourn our loss.”
Father’s legacy lives on in each of us.  It is up to each of us to continue his works in Charity, Uni-
ty, Fraternity, and Patriotism. It is also up to us to take advantage of what he set up 137 years ago 
which is still very relevant today.

There are many $100 billion-dollar companies to pick from.  Only one is Catholic.
Are your insurance and retirement products in line with your Catholic values?

They are with the Knights.  
Get in touch with your agent, when he calls, set up a visit.

All it costs is a little time, and a Brother Knight gets to know another member and his family.

Remember: 
Every council   
activity is an    

opportunity to  
invite other men 

to join us in doing 
God’s work here 

on earth!  
Grow the Order 

and increase 
our capacity 
to do good!

The District 
Schedule for the 

Marian Prayer Our 
Lady Help of 
Persecuted 

Christians Icon is in 
the December 

Online Supplement 
at mnknights.org

The Program Link 
is at www.kofc.org/

marianprogram

Auxiliary News
Words of wisdom from our 

workshop: RIM
Relationship/Identity/Mission!

Get ready for our afternoon State Convention followed 
by a spectacular evening.  We encourage that as many 
ladies attend this event as possible. The State has asked 
that each Auxiliary send two delegates to this event to 
help with the set up and possibly clean up.
Bring your families and friends to the evening event. Joe 
Schmit of Channel 5 will be the motivational speaker at 
the banquet! He is sure to entertain you.

Christmas blessings and peace 
to all of you from the State Board.
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How’s it Going?
State Membership Director 

Jesse Kosloski
membershipdirector@mnknights.org     

(281) 330-5648

How is your Council doing?
How are you doing as a Knight?

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic Men's Frater-
nity striving to fulfill our mission that requires every 
member to help in one way or another.  Each Knight 
contributes to the success of the Knights of Colum-
bus with his own time and talent.  Some members do 
things behind the scenes that are necessary for suc-
cess, while others are front and center.  
We are getting close to the time when we need to fill 
out our Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity.  Please 
fill this out thoroughly and completely.  Every time a 
Knight does something, it is to help with Father 
McGivney's mission: blood drives, volunteering out-
side of the Knights, volunteering with the Knights, 
teaching faith formation, and the list goes on.  I know 
we underestimate the time we Knights truly spend as 
Knights.
Don't forget it is also our duty as Brother Knights to 
evangelize our mission and welcome new Knights 
into our Order.  We all know we need more hands, 
minds, and hearts to keep our mission alive and suc-
ceeding.  So if you haven't asked a fellow Catholic 
gentleman to join the Knights this year, please give 
someone the best gift that we can offer.  Invite him to 
join the LARGEST Catholic Men's Fraternal Service 
Provider in the World — THE KNIGHTS OF              
COLUMBUS!
Five months into the year and membership in the 
state is still falling.  More deaths, suspensions, and 
withdrawals happen every month then the number of 
men we are welcoming in as new members.  We 
have averaged a loss in total membership of about 
500 Knights every year for the last several years. 
With this trend, you can all do the math.  We were 
once over 55,000 Knights strong; now we are 40,000 
Knights strong.  Please talk with your councils, 
priests, and parishes and help turn this membership 
ship trend around before we fail at the mission that 
Father McGivney started!

Hope you have a Blessed Christmas Season.
Vivat Jesus!

KNIGHTLY NEWS

Our Prayers are Requested
Life Director John Bowlin     saljohn67@q.com     

(651) 483-1877
Catholic radio station, Relevant Radio (1330 am) re-
cently shared with listeners that the number one pray-
er request they receive at Relevant Radio is for the 
conversion of family members and loved ones.  As 
parents, we give our loved ones this beautiful gift of 
faith so they can live that faith in God.  It is critical 
that we persevere in fervent prayer for the conversion 
of all family members and loved ones.  Scripture calls 
us to pray constantly, allowing us to remain united in 
God’s will.  Pope John Paul 11 once said, “The future 
of the world passes through the family.”  When family 
members and loved ones embrace their faith a strong 
Culture of Life is developed in our society.  Family 
prayer allows God’s graces to flow.  The power of 
prayer does make a difference.  We are committed to 
doing God’s will in developing a Culture of Life and 
Love for all, especially the most vulnerable.
On  Jan.  22, 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. 
Wade decision legalized abortion on demand nation-
wide.  The 2020 prolife MN supporters mark the anni-
versary of Roe v. Wade with a 10:30 a.m. prayer ser-
vice at the Saint Paul Cathedral led by Bishop Paul 
Sirba.  Following the prayer service, the 2020 MCCL 
March for Life will take place at noon on the MN 
Capitol Mall.  After the march, there will be a brief 
program on the Capitol steps at 12:30 p.m.  Please 
join us as we give public witness to God’s sacred gift 
of Life and stand united in our faith, hope, and love.
Prayers are requested for all Christians, MN parish 
family members, and religious who will be attending 
the 2020 National Rally and March for Life in Wash-
ington D.C.  This pilgrimage runs from Jan. 21-26th

and features a 9 a.m. Mass at the National Basilica.  
This will be a prime time for prayer, Mass, reflection, 
and sharing.  

Find more details at www.archspm.org/events  

Half Way Through!
State Program Director Joe 

George
programdirec-

tor@mnknights.org     
(651) 253-3112

That’s right, at the end of 
December marks the halfway 
point for your Program Year.  How does your 
council’s SP-7 look?  Have you even started 
filling it out?  Maybe now is a good time to 
look over the programs your councils have 
done in the past and decide how you should 
proceed.  I can think of 3 ways to find pro-
grams if you’re having trouble completing 
your SP-7.
First, Ask your pastor.  I bet he knows lots of 
people in need that have come to him asking 
for help.  That will do 2 things for your coun-
cil.  (1) Your pastor will appreciate the rela-
tionship you are building with him and know-
ing that you’re there to support him.  (2) You 
will be helping those who are in need.  As a 
bonus, maybe someone you help will be a 
potential Knight, and you can ask him to join. 
Chances are, if you help him, he will want to 
help others.
The second way to find programs is to look 
under Faith in Action on the Kofc.org web-
site.  All of the official programs are listed 
there.  Remember though, these are not the 
only programs your council can do.  If it 
helps someone in need, it’s a program.  Just 
figure out which of the 4 categories it best fits 
under and put it on your SP-7.
The third way is right around the corner.  Our 
2019 Midyear Meeting is what I’m referring 
to.  Our MN District Deputies will all come 
together to learn about programs, member-
ship, and all the good things there is about the 
Knights of Columbus.  Talk to your DD and 
have him talk with other DD’s and see if they 
have any programs that would work for your 
council.  Talk about Fraternity. 
As a reminder, make sure that your council is 
Youth Protection trained and you have sub-
mitted your Form 365 with names entered for 
Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Di-
rector, and Community Director.  These are 
the positions that need to be youth protection 
trained and the Family Director and Commu-
nity Director need background checks. 

Merry Christmas and God Bless You and 
your Families! 

Thanks for all you do for the Knights. 
If you have any questions about programs or 

Faith in Action, please feel free to contact me.
God Bless, and remember, “See a need, 

Fill a need.”  Vivat Jesus!

Online Membership
KofC.org/JoinUs

A great option for those gentlemen who want to 
help out with the big picture and learn more 

about us, but aren’t ready to join a local council 
yet.  See the supplement for invitation ideas.

Game Changer!!!!!
Supreme will build a custom Prospect Land-
ing Page for your council!  It’s a really simple 
process, and you can use it on a phone, tablet, 
or computer.  Use it at your church drives, 
men’s conferences, pancake breakfasts, spa-
ghetti dinners, fish fries — really any event 
where you have potential members.
How does it work?
1. Ask a potential member if he is interested in 

learning more about the Knights.
2. Enter his name and email address.
3. Within minutes, that prospect will receive a 

personalized email response from your coun-
cil inviting him to look into the Knights.  

4. Every week, he will receive a follow-up email 
with Knights’ information.
Request your council’s custom 
Prospect Landing page today!  

All you need to do is go to 
info.kofc.org/pagerequest

Contact Online Membership Coordinator Bob 
Penas if you have questions 

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Master’s Memo
District Master Brad Jacobs 

master@mnknights.org     H: (763) 477-4410     C: (763) 355-4312
As I mentioned last month, our Fall 4th Degree Exemplification was held in Winona 

on Nov 2nd.  I was so pleased with the weekend!  We had 43 candidates join our ranks as 4th

Degree Knights. The Bishop Kelly Assembly did a great job working hard to make the week-
end successful.  It has been around 5 years since the number of new candidates was that strong 
for this event.
Also, I would be remiss in my duties if I didn’t mention the hotel staff at the Riverport Hotel.  They were truly 
outstanding, and I thank them for their hard work and dedication to seeing to the success of our event. We also 
had a terrific showing of honor guard members for the Mass.  Several pictures of the event are below.

As we move through the Advent/Christmas 
season we are repentant for our shortcomings, 
but we also give thanks.  We can give thanks 
for the blessing of living in a country that al-
lows us so many freedoms and has a constitu-
tion that protects those freedoms.  We can 
also thank God for the extraordinary blessing 
of living in a country with freedom of religion 
and our ability to practice that religion.  May 
God bless our Order, and may God continue 
to bless the United States of America.  As 
always, please pray for those who protect and 
serve us in the military and law enforcement.  
Vivat Jesus!


