
Monthly Dedication  
September is dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows whose celebration is on Septem-
ber 15th.  As we reverently recall Mary’s suffering and sorrows, let us ask the 
Lord to grant us the fruits of His own sufferings.  Mary of love, of sorrow, and of 
mercy, pray for us.

Minnesota 
knights 

of Columbus
We Are Called,
We Are Chosen

Online Membership 
KofC.org/JoinUs
Great option for those 

gentlemen who want to help out 
with the big picture and learn more 

about us and those who aren’t 
ready yet to join a local council.
The perfect answer to, “I don’t 

have the time to join right now.”
For more information, 

Contact IPSD Bob Penas     
(320) 327-2122  

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

State Chaplain Fr. Gabriel Walz
(218) 894-2296
statechaplain@mnkights.org
Assoc. State Chaplain Fr. Martin Schaefer
(507) 494-8841
associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org
State Deputy Marc Peters 
Marc Peters
(612) 247-2220
statedeputy@mnknights.org
IPSD Robert Penas 
(320) 327-2122
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org
State Secretary David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997
statesecretary@mnknights.org 
State Treasurer Dan DeCrans
(218) 255-1125 
statetreasurer@mnknights.org 
State Advocate James Terwedo 
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 
State Warden Bou Gazley
(507) 259-7851
statewarden@mnknights.org 
District Master Brad Jacobs
(763) 477-4410
master@mnknights.org
State Membership Director Jesse Kosloski
(218) 330-5648 
membershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Program Director Joe George
(651) 253-3112    
programdirector@mnknights.org
Administrative Assistant 
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
Editors Bob & Peni Penas 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Latest Exemplification 
Schedule can be found at 

mnknights.org
Use the pull-down menu for 

“About” and choose 
“Exemplifications”

Click on “Events” or Calendar” to 
view upcoming degrees, download 
a copy of the degree schedule, 
schedule a degree using the online 
form, or find out more about the 
next 4th Degree Exemplification
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July Top Recruiters:
Terrence Binstock of Crystal Council 3656 

Rodney Tholen of Bloomington Council 3827 
A gift card will be coming their way.

Thank you to Minnesota’s 29 recruiters this month.
Where are the rest of you?  This is a team commitment.

GTO!  Grow the Order

Minnesota 
Knights 

of Columbus

Connect with us ...

Links available at mnknights.org

100 New Knights AND Still Growing! 

Upcoming Events
September 
2 - Labor Day
8 - Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
14 - Fort St. Charles Dedication
24 - Special O Registration for Knights 

Only Access Ends (see page 4)
25 - Deadline for Ordering KCIC Card   

Kit at Discount Price (see page 8)
28 - State Officers Meeting
30 - St. Cloud Diocesan Ministry Day
October 
14 - Columbus Day
22 - St. John Paul II Feast Day
21 - Regional Delta Drive Meeting 7-9p 

St. Joseph the Worker in Maple Grove 
22 - Regional Delta Drive Meeting

Resurrection Church in Rochester 
23 - Regional Delta Drive Meeting 7-9p  

Bloomington Event Center
24 - Regional Delta Drive Meeting 7-9p  

St. Killian
26 - Regional Delta Drive Meeting 9-11a       

St. Lawrence in Duluth
November
1 - All Saints Day
2 - All Souls Day
2 - Fall 4th Degree Exemplification in  

Winona
11 - Veterans Day
21-24 - Special Olympics Bowling

(Details on page 4)
28 - Thanksgiving

Welcome to 
Our Newest 

Council 
17349 in 

Eden Valley 
Minnesota



One Man at a Time!
State Deputy Marc Peters     

statedeputy@mnknights.org     (612) 247-2220    
It’s now Labor Day weekend, the unofficial start of Fall.  We're 2 months 
into the fraternal year.  Let’s see where we should be and what we should 
be doing the next two months.
All councils should have turned in three forms: Form 185 Officers      
Elected, Form 365 Membership and Program Chairmen Appointed, and Form 1295      
Semi-Annual Audit.  These are not optional forms if you are a Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil.  Every local council is a subsidiary of the Minnesota State Council, which is a subsidi-
ary of the Supreme Council.
The Supreme Council requires these forms in order to operate correctly.  If you don't want 
to fill these out, then your group should be renamed a men's club and follow their rules. 
Otherwise I would expect the council leadership to comply.  Any chairman needing to take 
the safe environment online class is expected to do so within the prescribed time.
If your council runs their billing on a fraternal year (July to June), the FS should have sent 
the first billing and sent the second billing by now.  In early September, he should turn over 
to the grand knight a list of those members who haven't responded.  The GK should take 
the list and split it amongst the members of the retention committee (this committee is often 
made up of the DGK and the Trustees).  The members now need to be contacted by phone 
or a knock on the door; an email doesn't count as a contact.
The results of the meeting needs to be given back to the GK who will then instruct the FS 
to send the "intent to retain" form into Supreme.  This triggers a letter from Supreme and a 
letter from the State.  The district deputy must also make contact with the member to deter-
mine what the problem is.  What I have just written is in the FS and GK handbook.  Last 
month there was an article titled "New Suspension Procedures."  The title was wrong; the 
word New should not have been used.  This is already the procedure, only now it is going 
to be tracked better to insure the member is contacted (which often hasn't happened in the 
past).  All I want the councils to do is follow the procedure as written in the handbooks.
And this should be done yearly, not just every 2 to 5 years as some councils are trying to 
do.  Who would respond to a council trying to collect 5 years in the past if this is the only 
time he is contacted?  We need to be proactive and deal with problems as they arise.
All councils should have some type of membership effort in September and/or October. 
Recruiting should be a daily occurrence, but some extra effort is needed.  The Delta Drive, 
which was rolled out to the district deputies in June, does work if you follow all the steps.  
First Degrees should already be scheduled.  Online membership is also a great tool to get 
your foot in the door.
I hear, "All you think about is numbers.”  Yes, I think about numbers and the councils 
should too.  Who is going to replace the members who have passed on?  Who is going to be 
tomorrow's leaders?  Who is going to do the work of the Order and of the council?  Unless 
every eligible man in your parish has been asked, recruiting has not been completed.
GTO! Grow the Order, one man at a time.

Let’s Grow the Order!
State Membership Director Jesse Kosloski

membershipdirector@mnknights.org        (281) 330-5648
Brothers, 
A Huge thank you to every Knight who had a part in making the 137th Supreme Convention in Minnesota a 
huge success.  The State Officers received notification of the 2018-2019 Council Awards.  Here is the            
breakdown out of 277 eligible councils.

11 councils made STAR - 4% 25 made Fr McGivney (Membership Quota) - 9%
19 made Founders (Insurance Quota) - 7% 64 made Columbian (Program Award) - 23%

Congratulations to the councils achieving these awards.  State Officers and District Deputies will be delivering these when we 
receive them.  We can do better!  

Let’s work really hard this year to beat those numbers.  Remember the current incentives!  LET’S GROW THE ORDER!

MN Knightly News  
September 2019

page 2

Sample Bulletin 
Announcement

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Knights of Columbus is a 
trusted name, tried by �me, pre-
sent where men are, providing 
inspiring resources and support 
for strengthening your faith and 
living a life of virtue.
Knights lead with faith. Knights 
protect our families. Knights 
serve those in need.
When the world says men should 
step aside, Knights of Columbus 
step up.
We are Catholic men. We live by 
principles informed by faith. We 
are sons, fathers, husbands, and 
grandfathers. Join us on life’s 
greatest adventure to discover 
the man God calls you to be.

BECOME A KNIGHT
KofC.org/JoinUs

Check out the Game 
Changer on Page 11!

A FREE tool Supreme 
is offering your 

council to help with 
recruitment!

We have some boxes of 
Tootsie Rolls for sale at  
only $18 per box.  If you 
need them, call the State 

Deputy at (612) 247-2220     
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Happy 100th 
Anniversary!
New Prague 

Council 2023 
and Litchfield 
Council 2029 

are both 
celebrating their 

100th 
anniversary this 

September!

Can We Make a Difference?
Father Gabriel Walz

statechaplain@mnkights.org      (320) 693-3313
What difference can one person—or even one council—make in the grand 
scheme of a much needed spiritual and cultural transformation?  
Stories of the Lives of the Saints spread across the Church from the very 
beginning.  Some of the earliest accounts even made it into the Scriptures 
themselves.  The Acts of the Apostles recounts the lives of some of the earliest disciples in 
the years immediately following the Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Having such accounts helped to inspire the members of the Church in every age to 
live equally radical lives of holiness and commitment to their Lord.  The account of the 
martyrdom of Saint Stephen reminded the earliest Christians that they were not alone in the 
sufferings they endured.  The martyrdom of Fr. Miguel Pro in 1927 was photographed by 
his murderers (the Mexican Government), intending to dissuade others in Mexico from fol-
lowing the Lord and opposing the secularization of Mexico.  It had quite the opposite effect.  
As brother Knights, it is good to be reminded by the witness of other fellow Knights that we 
are not in this alone.  It is good to be strengthened and sustained in our efforts to be men of 
integrity who love our Lord and our families, always seeking the good of our parishes, com-
munities, and country.  Doing so helps to bring clarity to our purpose.
If you have never yet attended a Supreme Convention of the Knights of Columbus, you 
have missed out on a golden opportunity when the 137th Supreme Convention came to 
Minnesota at the beginning of August.  It was my first time attending a Supreme Conven-
tion, and I am happy to say that I now know better than ever before what it means to be a 
State Chaplain for the Knights of Columbus.  Through the witness of brother priests (who 
are also chaplains for their states) I have been renewed in the joy of serving our Order as a 
chaplain.  And I have been reminded that we are caught up in something more beautiful and 
precious beyond even the good our council does locally.  Our local council, our local com-
munity, is united through the larger Order with each and every other council in communi-
ties throughout the country and around the world.  
What difference can one person — or even one council — make?  Through Unity, one of 
the fundamental principles of our Order, I — we — are not alone!  In our shared Catholic 
Faith, we stand united with the saints of every age in the mission of the Gospel.  Through 
our Order, we stand united with Fr. McGivney and brother Knights around the world in 
how we live out that faith with purpose.  
Know that you and your families are in my prayers!  Vivat Jesus!

137th Supreme Convention August 6th, 7th and 8th 2019
Thank you to the State Officers for giving 8 Minnesota Knights the chance to be delegates to the Supreme Convention held in 
Minneapolis, MN at the Minneapolis Convention Center.  I wish to thank everyone who voted for me to represent the Minneso-
ta Knights of Columbus as a delegate.  It was truly an amazing and humbling experience.  Just to give you an insight into my 
days and time at the Supreme Convention, my wife Cindy and I arrived in Minneapolis at the Hilton Hotel around 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, August 4th and never stopped moving, or so it felt!  We checked in at the Minnesota Hospitality Room to receive our 
credentials and instructions from Greg and Linda van der Hagen (thank you).  From there we checked in with the Minnesota 
registration room and with the Supreme registration room to get all our credentials, tickets, and information for the different 
events we were involved with or going to participate in.  Since I was there, I took advantage of it and helped at the Fort St. 
Charles booth, served in the Honor Guard at 2 of the Masses (marched within inches of Supreme Knight Carl Anderson), served 
in the Color Guard (Escorted in the Poland Flag) for the States Dinner, and served in the Adoration Chapel as a guard and par-
ticipant.  The business meetings were very interesting and informative and encouraged participation.  The awards presentation
was very enjoyable.  During the convention and events like the souvenir exchange, Cindy and I were able to meet Knights of 
Columbus members and their wives from all over the world.  Cindy and I also got to know some of our fellow Knights and 
wives from Minnesota better.  So in closing, I wish to again thank our State Chaplain Father Gabriel Walz, Associate State 
Chaplain Father Martin Schaefer, State Deputy Marc Peters his Wife Sharon, Immediate Past State Deputy Robert Penas his 
wife Peni, State Secretary David Whatmuff his wife Martine, State Treasurer Dan DeCrans his wife Michele, State Advocate 
James Terwedo, State Warden Bou Gazley along with his mom Loretta and all the State Directors and their wives who were 
present and showed us their hospitality.  Memories of a lifetime were made!!
Sincerely, 
Kelvin (Kal) Torkelson 
Minnesota Delegate to the 137th Supreme Convention, District Deputy #38, and Faithful Navigator #539

Coming Attractions
Delta Drive Regional 

Meetings with 
Supreme Trainer 

Jon Olson
Oct 21 St. Joseph the Worker 

in Maple Grove 7-9p
Oct 22 Rochester area TBD
Oct 23 Bloomington Event 

Center 7-9p
Oct 24 St. Kilian 7-9p
Oct 26 St. Lawrence in Duluth 

9-11a
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Climbing the Mountain with Christ
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Martin Schaefer

associatechaplain@mnknights.org
First, I want to extend a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to the planners of the 137th

annual Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention, which was hosted by 
the Minnesota Knights of Columbus and held August 6-8 in Minneapolis. 
I am impressed by how smoothly everything went, especially considering 
the large number of pieces that had to come together in order to successfully host such a 
massive event, which this year was attended by more than 2,200 members from across the 
U.S., Canada, and several other countries.
Another thing that impressed me was how God revealed his love and power to every par-
ticipant throughout the days of the Supreme Convention and, most notably, during the 
celebration of the Mass. For me, a special moment of God’s love and power was experi-
enced through Archbishop Hebda’s Tuesday morning homily, when he spoke about the 
call to all of us to climb the mountain with Christ. Much of what we do in life feels like 
climbing mountains and then coming back down better equipped to engage life on a deep-
er level. The highs and lows of life are always God’s invitations to us to trust Him with 
our lives.  The various presentations at the States Dinner challenged us to be willing to 
sacrifice ourselves so that others may know the Father’s love and care.
I have been a Knight since age 18, and I am realizing now, in a whole new way, how 
many lives are directly affected by the work we do.  My experience at the Supreme Con-
vention opened my eyes to the depth of commitment and dedication that the Knights of 
Columbus have to the work of God’s kingdom.  We continue to discern how we best can 
serve our respective parishes and the Church at large, setting our sights on planning for 
the future while being inspired by God in the present. Friendships and unity are forged 
and grown among us when we place Christ at the center.  We are constantly learning 
about the possibilities of how to climb the mountain with Christ and how we can bring our 
encounter with Christ into our everyday life. What was highlighted for me was how im-
portant it is for all of us to die to self in order to help bring about God’s kingdom. I am 
grateful for my experience at the Supreme Convention, and I am looking forward to what 
we can accomplish together. 

Let Me Turn My 
Hat Around!!
I had the pleasure of Co-
Chairing the Hierarchy Trans-
portation at the 2019 Supreme 
Convention along with Dave 
DuPaul.  We delivered nearly 
100 Bishops, Archbishops, and 
Cardinals plus special dignitar-
ies to and from the MSP Airport 
and the downtown Hilton.
With this came an opportunity 
to converse with them over a 25 
minute drive.  These wonderful 
Prelates of our church were tre-
mendously cordial and engag-
ing.  We talked about anything 
from sports to the friendly rival-
ry between our 2 cities.  It was 
indeed a pleasure (at times chal-
lenging) endeavor to undertake.  
I only wish I could do it again!!
I especially want to thank the 
Brother Knights who devoted 
their time and vehicles for the 
better part of a week.  Some 
driving from early morning to 
late in the evening.  Thank You, 
Thank You, Thank You.

Let me turn that 
hat around again!!
But now it's back to doing the 
work of the State.
Worthy DDs, there is still room 
on the calendar for more Major 
Degrees!!
Grand Knights and District 
First Degree Teams, please 
make sure you are filling out a 
Form 450 (Exemplification 
Report) after EVERY First 
Degree (DVD or Live Team), 
as we are tracking these     
degrees.
Once again thank you for all 
you do for the Knights of      
Columbus.

Vivat Jesus and let's 
Grow The Order!!

Ceremonials Director 
Don Trudeau 

2019 State Bowling Tournament ~ One Weekend ~ Nine Locations
For the past 27 years, the Knights of Columbus have partnered with Special Olympics Min-
nesota to sponsor the State Bowling Tournament where over 3,500 athletes compete 
around the state to show off their skills and win their medals.  We are so grateful to have 
the Knights of Columbus’ support again this year!  This event continues to grow each year, 
and to connect with all our athletes, we have added a 9th location in Thief River Falls.
Volunteer shifts are now open for all locations and the Knights of Columbus have exclu-
sive access to all shifts until Monday, September 23rd.  Please use the link below to see 
all volunteer opportunities at each location.  Our volunteers play such an important role at 
our events and we would welcome the opportunity to have you join us again this year!
Alexandria | Garden Center Lanes (Friday, Nov. 22 - Saturday 23)
Brainerd | Jack’s House (Thursday, Nov. 21 – Saturday 23)
Brooklyn Park | Bowlero (Friday, Nov. 22 – Sunday 24)
Duluth | Incline Station (Friday, Nov. 22 – Sunday 24)
Lakeville | Bowlero (Saturday, Nov. 23 – Sunday 24)
Mankato | Wow! Zone (Saturday, Nov. 23 – Sunday, 24)
Monticello | River City Extreme (Saturday, Nov. 23 – Sunday 24)
Thief River Falls | Family Bowl Inc. (Thursday, Nov. 21 - Friday 22)
Welch | Island Xtreme Bowl (Saturday, Nov. 23 – Sunday, 24)

Volunteer Registration: www.somn.org/kofc

If you have any questions about this event or the volunteer roles, 
please contact us at volunteers@somn.org 

Or contact Chairman Dan Irvin ~ danirvin13@yahoo.com ~ (612) 618-4698



Supreme Hotline for FS Help
They help an FS with any questions regarding Member Management or Member Billing

Hotline Number 203-752-4210
Email: ExpertFS@KofC.org

Upon the death of a Brother Knight from your council, please send the following information 
to Fraternalism Director Randy Lindstrom at 609 25th Ave SW ~ Willmar, MN 56201

mnkcfc@gmail.com or (320) 231-2584
1) Deceased Knight’s Name   2) Date of Death   3) Council Number   4) Town his Council is in          

5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relationship, and Address 6) Indicate if former DD, past State Officer, etc.

Remember, your council’s financial secretary must send in a Form 100 informing 
Supreme of this Brother Knight’s death.
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Memoriam
Please pray for these 
deceased brother 
knights and their families

Bemidji Council 1544
Fr. Donald Braukmann

Buhl Council 5612
James Stuntebeck

Burnsville/Eagan Council 6374
Donald Rittenhouse

Cedar Council 9585
David Conger

Duluth Council 5142
Arthur LaPlante

Fairmont Council 1575
Joseph Burns

Foreston/Milaca Council 11856
Donald DeShaw

Gilman Council 9261
Gerald Winter
Larry Spiczka
Hilary Tadych

International Falls 
Council 1540

Gerald Ginter
Mound Council 6005

Robert Blake
Pipestone Council 1613

Sylverius Eichens
Rosemount Council 5569

Floyd Sellner
Sauk Centre Council 4863

Lawrence Winter
Fr. Sylvester 

Kleinschmidt
Silver Lake Council 1841

Donald Lhotka
St. James Council 3427

Sanford Seibert
Tracy Council 3750

James Ourada
Robert Ochocki
Larry Zwach

Zumbrota/Pine Island 
Council 16016

Charles Zupfer

Retention Starts Now!
Retention Chairman Patrick Farrelly ~ pfmaplegrove@aol.com

I thanked State Deputy Marc for naming me the “State Suspension Chairman” in the last 
newsletter, thereby insuring my popularity will be on the decline for the foreseeable future.  
Please keep in mind I am serving you as the retention chairman, but I still have a heart for 
the charity we do so well together.  

There is a direct link between retaining (not suspending) members 
and being able to help more people and that is why this position interests me.  

We need to make sure that our members who do not pay their dues are contacted in a timely 
and effective manner, the first time it happens, and steps are taken to find out what is going 
on with them.  We want to know what is going on with them because their wife may be sick 
or they may be sick and need our help.  They may have lost their job and can’t pay their 
dues.  How easy it is to assume they just don’t care about the Knights anymore when we 
may be turning our back on them in their hour of need. 
Brothers, we have to contact them the same way we would want them to contact us if the 
situation was reversed.  We are determined to see that this happens in Minnesota.  Let’s 
treat this like the charitable activity that it is and not a necessary evil we must endure to 
“jettison members” who are recalcitrant and irresponsible.
Our retention process in Minnesota requires the State Deputy to align on all suspensions 
and he cannot do that without more information than was previously provided.  
I now contact the GK and FS of every council that submits an intent to suspend form to  
Supreme, asking them to complete the new “request to suspend” form for each member on 
the conservation list.  This form asks the council to document the contacts and efforts that 
have been made to retain the member before they were submitted for suspension.  It’s very 
simple.  If the form is not completed and returned, Marc cannot agree with the suspension.  
I’ve received some council feedback on this process, that one FS was ready to “commit 
Hari Kari” because of the roadblocks we are putting in the way of “jettisoning” delinquent 
members, and why isn’t the Supreme process sufficient for the State?  Should they follow 
Supreme or the State?
We are not working to jettison anyone.  Let’s change the conversation that is happening in 
our councils.  We are doing all we can to engage our members for the reasons mentioned 
above.  Suspending members must always be a last resort.  
The retention process and it’s documentation is not the Financial Secretary’s job.  The GK, 
retention chairman, and retention committee (usually the trustees) are entirely responsible 
for the contacts, follow up, and documentation that completes the request to suspend form.  
They are the ones who need to sign it and there is a space for the DGK as well. 
Each completed and signed form needs to be sent to me at pfmaplegrove@aol.com and to 
your District Deputy so they can attempt to retain the member(s).  We are following both 
the Supreme and State process for retention.  



K of C Safe 
Environment 

Program 
For questions or concerns or 

to receive a handbook        
containing Knights of         

Columbus Safe                       
Environment Program              

policies and procedures, 
please submit your request 
to Quianna Richardson
youthleader@kofc.org

(203) 800-4940
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Father 
Michael 

McGivney 
Guild  

Please join 
the Father McGivney 
Guild, and support his 
cause for canonization.  

To sign up, please visit 
www.fathermcgivney.org/

Have You Heard About 
the Marathon?  

No, I am not talking about the 26-mile race, 
but I am referring to the 

Marathon for Nonpublic Education. 
The first Marathon for Nonpublic Education originated in 
the Twin Cities when over 1200 participants collected 
about $2500.  It was so successful that the Twin Cities Fed-
eration of Home and School Associations declared the 
Marathon an annual event, and the Minnesota Marathon for 
Nonpublic Education, Inc. was formed.  
To date, the Marathon has generated nearly $110 million for Nonpublic Education! 
The Knights of Columbus has long been a key sponsor and promoter of the Marathon.  In 
2014, The Knights of Columbus Minnesota State Council agreed to take over the           
administration of the Marathon.  This collaboration will help ensure the vitality of the Mar-
athon well into the future.
In addition to taking over the administration of the Marathon, we ask that local councils 
assist their local schools with the Marathon.  There is a fee to register, so local councils 
could assist financially in this way or help to organize activities with their local schools.  
Just to point out, this is open to ALL nonpublic schools, not just Catholic Schools.  So, the 
last way a council can assist is to spread the word about the Marathon and contact your 
local schools to get them to register and offer your assistance.  
Our nonpublic schools can all use our assistance to make them the best place possible for 
forming the future leaders of our communities.  If you have any questions or want more 
information to share with your local schools, go to our website:  

www.mnknights.org/marathon
Thank you for your assistance in helping the schools in your area, either financially, with 
your volunteerism, or by making them aware of this great program to raise funds for their 
nonpublic schools!

State Warden Bou Gazley

State Student 
Loan Program & 

Placemats
Placemats can be ordered 
for $57 ($40 per box plus 

$17 postage).
Remember, we are maintaining 
our 3.5% interest rates and all 

loans are $2500 each. 

Loans for fall are being 
processed.  More details 
are on page 17.  Please 
contact Michael Daly in 
Belle Plaine for the new 

application at 
(952) 873-2213

daly.daly@frontiernet.net

From the Secretary’s Desk
State Secretary Dave Whatmuff

statesecretary@mnknights.org     (763) 772-2997      
I join my brother officers in congratulating all those who helped in any 
way with the Supreme Convention.  It was a resounding success, from the 
Vigil Mass at the Basilica on Saturday evening, to the closing business 
session on Thursday morning.  Of course thanks are especially due to the 
co-chairs, Phil Harter and Craig Larson, but they could not have been suc-
cessful without the many hundreds of volunteers who provided the hands to do the all the 
many tasks needed for success.  Next year, the convention will be in Washington D.C., and 
we have already heard from the brother Knights who are involved in organizing that con-
vention that this one will be hard to top!
If you have not yet done so, please take a few minutes to check out Greg van der Hagen's 
blog on the state website.  It contains descriptions and photos of many of the events which 
took place.
On a different note, our apologies to all those who were wondering why the State per capi-
ta billing was so late this year.  We had an incentive to reduce the payments for any council 
who achieved membership and program awards, so we had to wait until we received the 
official awards list from Supreme.  This list arrived on the Friday following the conven-
tion.  We have been busy since then getting out the invoices, and by the time you read this, 
every council should have received their invoice.  If you are one of those councils who 
were able to take advantage of this money-saving incentive, congratulations!  For those 11 
councils who achieved STAR Council status, their State per capita was waived for this 
year, so they will have additional funds for their charitable programs!
Vivat Jesus!



Invite Someone 
to Join Today

Share the pride!
Share the joy! 

Share the satisfaction!
Ask a neighbor, a friend, 
a family member to join 

us TODAY!

REMINDER: All 
checks sent to the 

Minnesota Knights of 
Columbus should be 

made payable to:
Minnesota 
Knights of 
Columbus 

On the memo line, 
please list what the 

check is for.

2019-20 Incentives
Qualifiers: 
à Must have Supreme and State per capita up to date.
à Current forms must be submitted: 185, 365, and 1728 (before  Feb 1, 2020).
à Must have Safe Environment compliance completed.
Councils earning STAR status for the 2019-20 fraternal year will have their Supreme 
per capita waived
New Council Development or Reactivation:  
à $500 to individual(s) who complete the process in starting a new council.  
à SD to make determination on how money is split.
à GA or FA who helps start a new council or reactivation will get $250.  
à If GA or FA is solely responsible for council start up, top payout will be $500.
Council Level
à Any council taking an online member from their prospect list and turning them into a 

council member will get $20.
à Any council doing an approved Delta Drive resulting in 3 or more new members will 

receive $50.  Each additional member will add $10.  This expires October 31, 2019.
à Any council obtaining 50% of their net goal by October 31, 2019 will get $20 per new 

member.  Suspensions will be deducted to get a net number.  Any suspensions in the 
pipeline will be included.

à Councils on the “No Activity List” will be given a $20 incentive for each new mem-
ber.  Minimum of 25% of quota to qualify.  Suspensions will be deducted to get a net 
number.  Any suspensions in pipeline will be included.

à The GK of any council getting STAR status in 2019-20 will receive a $250 gift card.
Member Level
à Any member recruiting 5 new members will be given a fleece KofC jacket.
à Monthly incentives given based on the recruiters list:  three $20 gift cards awarded 

monthly for top three recruiters.
District Level
à District Deputy who has 25% of district quota in by September 30, 2019 will get $10 

per new member.
à District Deputy who has 50% of  district quota in by October 30, 2019 will get $20 per 

new member.
à Suspensions will be deducted to get a net number.  Any suspensions in the pipeline 

will be included.
à Any District Deputy achieving STAR District status in 2019-20 will get a $500 gift 

card.
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The State 
Knights of 
Columbus 
Bowling 

Tournament
Spring of 2020 

will be in Brainerd at 
Jacks House

April 18 & 19
and April 27 & 28th 

This will be a family 
tournament event open to 

KofC members with 
their wives or daughters. 
All entrants must be at least

18 years old to bowl.

We are also looking for any 
interest in hosting the 2021 
KofC Bowling Tournament.  

Please contact Chuck Loso 
at (320) 220-2690 or 
cmloso@charter.net

Take Pride in the Work We Do!
State Warden Bou Gazley

statewarden@mnknights.org     (507) 259-7851
This past month has been busy for the Minnesota Knights of Columbus!  
We were honored to be able to host the 137th Supreme Convention in 
Minneapolis, and it was a great week.  It would not have been possible if 
not for the hundreds of hours that were volunteered throughout the week 
and countless hours beforehand getting everything ready.  It was truly an 
awesome experience!
Another highlight during the convention was the number of times I saw the great works we 
are doing in Minnesota shown on the screen.  They showed clips from our Mass of the Ho-
ly Spirit last year and our Coats for Kids Program.  These are both programs we should be 
very proud of.  Also, they showed a video of wheelchairs being delivered to those in need.  
While it was not any of our members in this video, we are involved in this program locally 
and delivered a container to Guatemala in May of 2018.  We need to take pride in the work 
that we are doing in Minnesota to Change Lives and Save Lives!  Make sure you tell others 
about the great works of the Minnesota Knights of Columbus, and they may just want to 
join us in our great projects and programs.  Go out and ask someone to join and GTO 
(Grow The Order)!  Vivat Jesus!
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Invite 
Someone 
to Join 
Today

Share 
the 

pride! 

Share 
the joy!

Share the 
satisfaction!

Great Start!
State Program Director Joe George

programdirector@mnknights.org     (651) 253-3112
How is your council doing so far?  Is your council off to a great start or 
is it the same old story as years past?  If it’s the same thing as last year, 
do something about it.  Change is not necessarily a bad thing if the out-
come is better.  I was asked by some Knights, “When is a council re-
quired to be Safe Environment compliant?”  My answer to that question 
is, “Before you run any programs.”  Guys, this is not going away.  It is the new standard.  
Please make every effort to get guys in the positions that are needed and keep on them 
until they get everything completed.  If they refuse to do the training or have a back-
ground check done, appoint a different brother Knight to that position who will do so.  
Let’s not buck the system.  Remember, Safe Environment compliance is required for all 
awards, including the Star Council award. 

Remember John Bowlin’s new saying for Faith in Action: 
“Faith in the Family brings Life to the Community”. 

Has your council started a list of programs you intend to run this year?  If you’re strug-
gling to find programs to complete your SP-7, go to either the State Knights of Columbus 
website or the Supreme Knights of Columbus website and look under programs.  Every-
thing you would need is there.  There are lots and lots of program ideas as well as a list of 
the required programs.  Ask your pastor if there are any projects your council can do for 
the Church or even for him.  Anything you can do to lighten the load of his to do list will 
be greatly appreciated by him and the church staff.  It will allow him to focus more on the 
Spiritual side of things instead of the physical shape of the Church. 
As a reminder, make sure that your council has submitted your Form 365 with names en-
tered for Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Director, and Community Director. 
These are the positions that need to be Safe Environment trained and the Family Director 
and Community Director need background checks.  Also remember to submit your Form 
185, if you haven’t done so already.  To see where your council stands on forms and Safe 
Environment Training, ask your DD for a copy of the Star Tracker.  He receives a new 
copy every month.
Thanks for all you do for the Knights. If you have any questions about programs or Faith 
in Action, please feel free to contact me.  God Bless!   Remember, See a Need, Fill a 
Need.  Vivat Jesus!

Faith Category
- Spiritual Reflection Program   

(Required Program - New)
- Holy Hour (New Program)
- Sacramental Gifts

(New Program)
- RSVP
- Into the Breach
- Marian Icon Prayer Program
- CIS Domestic Church Kiosk   

& Series
- Rosary Program

Life Category
- Novena for Life 

(Required Program - New)
- Mass for People with         

Special Needs (New Program)
- Pregnancy Center Support          

(New Program)
- Marches for Life
- Special Olympics
- Ultrasound Program
- Christian Refugee Relief
- Silver Rose

Community Category
- Homeless Assistance          

(Required Program - New)
- Coats for Kids
- Global Wheelchair Mission
- Habitat for Humanity
- Disaster Response
- Free Throw Championship
- Catholic Citizenship Essay

Contest
- Soccer Challenge

Family Category
- Consecration to the Holy 

Family (Required Program)
- Family Prayer Night             

(New Program)
- Good Friday Family              

Promotion (New Program)
- Food for Families
- Family of the Month/Year
- Keep Christ in Christmas  

(Posada, Poster Contest, etc.)
- Family Fully Alive
- Family Week

Keep Christ in 
Christmas 2019 Cards 

are Now Available
All the Information is on the 

State website at 
https://mnknights.org/program/keep-christ-christmas-cards/
To download an order form, scroll down on the lower right        
under Documents and then click on KCIC Cards order form

To save $40.75, order your kit before 
September 25, 2019

Questions?  Contact Jeff Bagniewski
3335 Marion Road SE ~ Rochester MN 55904

(507) 884-1521     jpbags@charter.net

State Convention Host Needed
Would your council or district be willing to host the 2021 Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Convention?

The dates will be May 14-16, 2021 
Think about it! Talk about it! Thank you for considering it! More information can be found on page 10.
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The Supreme Council is al-
ways looking for outstanding 
council programs that can 
serve as examples - for other 
councils and for prospective 
Knights - of the good that a 
committed group of Catholic 
men can accomplish.  An 
"after action" report - com-
plete with good action pho-
tos is always appreciated.  
What's even better, though, is if 
we know about the program 
before it happens.  With this 
knowledge, Supreme can assist 
in several ways, such as:
Þ arranging to capture profes-

sional photos or video of 
the program that might be 
used in Columbia or 
Knightline, on kofc.org, or 
in future video productions.

Þ helping to publicize the 
program among the general 
public and/or local media.

Þ offering insight into how to 
best leverage the program 
as a membership recruit-
ment opportunity.

In addition to programs, we'd 
also like to know about out-
standing Knights.  The Su-
preme Communications Team 
is working on a series of short 
videos featuring outstanding 
Knights of Columbus, to show-
case the Order as an organiza-
tion that Catholic men would 
want to be a part of.  Think of 
members who might have a 
uniquely inspiring story to tell, 
and Supreme might be able to 
provide the venue through 
which they can tell it.
Supreme may not be able to 
spotlight every program or eve-
ry member you identify for us, 
but working together, I know 
we can highlight the good 
things happening every day 
throughout the Order, and help 
the Order to grow.  
Vivat Jesus!

Master’s Memo
District Master Brad Jacobs 

master@mnknights.org     H: (763) 477-4410       C: (763) 355-4312
The Supreme Convention is now history.  This was such a spe-

cial opportunity for our state to showcase our assemblies and our dedica-
tion to the 4th Degree to the Supreme Council.  First off, THANK YOU 
to all of you Sir Knights who helped out at the convention.  While Su-
preme stated that there would be lots of help throughout the week, it was 
the Sir Knights of MN who really made the numbers and events successful.  There are a 
couple of Sir Knights I’d like to single out for their outstanding dedication.  The first is 
my District Marshal Bob Hurd.  He led the Honor Guard processions for the masses every 
day of the convention.  He went through hours of added training and preparation for this, 
as well as over the 5 days covering over 40 hours of Honor Guard duty at the adoration 
chapel.  That level of outstanding dedication is remarkable, and we all owe him a huge 
thank you!  Also, I’d like to mention Larry Larsen from the Shakopee Assembly who also 
covered roughly 40 hours of time at the chapel.  While there is no greater honor for a Sir 
Knight than spending time with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, there was a lot going 
on and these Sir Knights set all of it aside to spend this tremendous amount of time there. 
Lastly, a special thank you to the Bishop Fitzgerald Assembly from Rochester who had 
representation at basically every 4th Degree event over the week. 
Those of us who were at the honor guards and the rehearsals got a really good education 
on what it takes to have a top notch look for our Honor Guards.  I heard many positive 
comments from the Supreme representatives including the Supreme Master regarding our 
Sir Knights, so we can be extremely proud of a job well done.  Please take these lessons 
and information on uniforms and technique back to your assemblies and put them into 
practice.
Coming up very soon is our Saturday, September 14th dedication of the new Chapel at 
Fort St. Charles.  We are thrilled to have Bishop Hoeppner celebrating the Mass and 
spending time with us.  There will be tours of the fort and island and Mass celebrated at 
4:00 p.m.  There is a room block reserved in Warroad for the weekend for those who need 
one and plan to come the event.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to see what the 
MN 4th Degree has been supporting for all these years. 
Our annual Fall 4th Degree Exemplification will be in Winona on November 2nd.         
Information will be mailed out in the next week or two and posted on the website.  Please 
ask someone to join the 4th Degree and make plans to attend. 
Finally, as I’ve mentioned in previous articles, we owe it to our predecessors to do a good 
job of continuing to grow and promote the 4th Degree.  We are blessed to have so many 
Former Masters currently with us to continue to share their wisdom and expertise in help-
ing to grow the 4th Degree and make sure we’re doing things the right way.  One of our 
Former Masters who I looked up to very much and gained so much from is Former Master 
Maynard Oster of St. Paul.  He passed away on Tuesday, August 6th at the age of 85. 
Maynard did things the right way and was fiercely loyal to the KofC’s and the 4th Degree. 
His presence at our events and his guidance will be truly missed.  Rest in peace Maynard, 
and thank you for your dedication and service!
Please continue to pray for those who protect and serve us in the military and law enforce-
ment.  Vivat Jesus!

Auxiliary News
The ladies who volunteered at the Supreme Convention and who attended the baseball 
game had a blessed time and were thrilled they could partake in the activities.
We will see you all at our fall workshop in Shieldsville MN.
It will be hosted by the Lakeville Auxiliary. Note the date change!  
We will be there October 19th.
The theme is based on Ecclesiastes Chapter 3.  
To everything there is a season.  
We are planning fun for everyone.
Moreover, that all can eat and drink and enjoy the good of all their toil.
This is a gift of God.
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St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family 

member or friend serving in 
the military?  

You can request a St. Michael 
Medal to be sent to them from 

State Chaplain Fr. Gabriel.
There is no cost to you or the 
military service person.  The 
military person does not need to 
be a man, a Knight of 
Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in 
the military, their rank, branch 
of service, and address to State 
Chaplain Fr. Gabriel, and he 
will send the medal (and a 
prayer book if requested) 
directly to the serviceman/
woman.  

Please email your requests to: 
statechaplain@mnknights.org 
Prayers from our Minnesota 
Knights’ families are very 

important to our military men 
and women.  Continue to pray 

for them and their safety. 

Every Council Activity is an Opportunity to Invite Other 
Men to Join Us in Doing God’s Work Here on Earth

State Convention Host Needed
Would your council or district be willing to host the 2021 Minnesota Knights of Colum-
bus State Convention? The dates will be May 14-16, 2021. Guidelines for hosting are 
available from the Minnesota Knights of Columbus Office. There is state staff to work 
with your team and guide you through this.
The State Administrative Assistant and State Secretary will come talk with you and tour 
the hotel and/or facility you are proposing prior to the State Officers’ acceptance of the 
bid.

Should you have any questions or want to receive a copy of the guidelines, 
give us a call at 320-587-0747 or via email at glvdh@mchsi.com.

This is a great way to get your members involved in something larger than a local activi-
ty. It might bring together a group of Brother Knights who have not met before or 
worked on a project before, as well as those who want to get involved in something a little 
different. Members will see unity and fraternity at work first-hand.

Think about it! Talk about it! Thank you for considering it! 
Councils and/or districts wishing to submit a bid or indicate their interest should contact 
the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Office as soon as possible. We’ll look forward 
to hearing from you!

Novena + 40 Days for Life
Life Director John Bowlin     saljohn67@q.com     (651) 483-1877

This is a joyful time of the year for us, as we celebrate God’s precious gift of Life, during 
the 40 Days for Life campaign; Sept. 25-Nov. 3rd.  Every year at this time, peaceful prayer 
vigils are held outside abortion centers across Minnesota and our Country.  The largest 
MN abortion facility, Planned Parenthood is located in St. Paul on Vandalia, only one 
block from Abria Pregnancy Resources.  Abria, blessed and supported by the MSP Arch-
diocese, is in position there to offer the choice of life to Twin Cities women, teens, and 
couples experiencing an unexpected pregnancy.  Abria seeks to empower these women in 
love, giving them hope for their future.  Our prayers remain the best weapon against the 
culture of death.  We are called by God to pray constantly and put our Faith in Action. 
Our Novena for Life program is an excellent answer to God’s will. 
I have exciting news to share with you.  Abria is offering our KofC councils use of their 
onsite clinic Chapel – Tabernacle, for conducting a portion of your nine day Novena for 
Life.  Initiate your Novena for Life with every day Adoration in Abria’s chapel.  Follow 
up Adoration with prayers for the unborn by joining the PPH Prayer Vigil across Univer-
sity Avenue on Vandalia Street. 
I encourage councils to decide the week and day they will be a witness for Life.  This is a 
prayerful way to start your nine day Novena for Life or to anchor the close of your Nove-
na.  The more effort and sacrifice we put into our prayer, the stronger the blessings.  We 
pray during our Novenas for the defense of life at all stages and a culture of life in our 
communities.  Thank you, Abria. 

Abria Chapel Hours (St. Paul Clinic) Chapel Mass Times (St. Paul Clinic)
Monday – Friday 8am-4pm Every 1st and 3rd Saturday at 8am 
Saturday–8am-1:30pm Mass, Rosary, Adoration
Directions to Abria
Abria Pregnancy Resources is located in St. Paul - University Ave W, Suite 160 at Van-
dalia.  The office site’s sign on the SW corner reads, University Crossings at Vandalia.
Parking is available directly behind the office suites.  Enter  from Vandalia through 
the open gate.  Chapel access is inside the rear door of Abria’s clinic.  Look for a sign 
reading “Abria Suite 160” above the rear door to the chapel. The clinic front door off Uni-
versity Avenue is for clients only. 

Sample Bulletin 
Announcement
*******************

Lead With Faith

Protect Your 
Family

Serve Others
Defend Your 

Values

Become a Knight 

Join Us Today

KofC.org/JoinUs



“Father Wants You” Membership Campaign
To be held at least twice a year:
1. Meet with your parish priest to explain the campaign you would like to run, to get his permission, and to invite him to write

his own letter of invitation or have him approve a “Father Wants You” invitation letter (several samples were sent to all 
MN grand knights and district deputies).

2. Ask for permission to use the parish membership roster or parish directory and a list of members who have joined the parish 
since it was published.

3. Compare this listing to your current roster and create a list of those men who do not belong to your council.
4. Form a team of council members who are active in the parish and know many of the parishioners
5. Have this team meet and highlight those men they know and would recommend for membership.
6. Have your parish priest look over the list of prospects, and see if he would like to add any other names to the list.
7. Schedule an open house to be attended by Father, your field agent, your council officers, the team, council members, pro-

spective members, and the wives of these gentlemen.
8. Send out invitation letters to these prospective members.  Track who attends and who does not, so you can invite those who 

did not with a “Father Still Wants You” letter for the next open house.
9. Host an open house (ideas for this agenda were also sent out to GKs and DDs)

Worthy Council 
Officers and 

Fraternal Leaders:
Join your Brother 

Knights from across the 
Order and attend our 

next Fraternal Mission 
Training Webinar.  

Join us live or watch 
them 

ANYTIME 
On-Demand, 

as they are recorded
Visit http://

www.kofc.org/en/
members/resources/

membership-
webinar.html 

and scroll down to the 
On Demand Webinar 

Portal
If you have questions, 

contact Vice President of 
Fraternal Education, 

Training, and 
Ceremonials Gary Nolan 

at
gary.nolan@kofc.org 

or call 
203-752-4270

and select option #3
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Game Changer!!!!!
Supreme will build a custom Prospect Landing Page for your council!  It’s a really simple pro-
cess, and you can use it on a phone, tablet, or computer.  Use it at your church drives, men’s 
conferences, pancake breakfasts, spaghetti dinners, fish fries — really any event where you 
have potential members.
How does it work?
1.  Ask a potential member if he is interested in learning more about the Knights.
2.  Enter his name and email address.
3.  Within minutes, that prospect will receive a personalized email response from your council 

inviting him to look into the Knights.  
4.  Every week, he will receive a follow-up email with Knights’ information.

Request your council’s custom Prospect Landing page today!  
All you need to do is go to info.kofc.org/pagerequest

Contact Online Membership Coordinator Bob Penas if you have questions 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Marian Prayer
Our Lady Help of 

Persecuted Christians 
Icon District Schedule 
Link on Supreme website 

www.kofc.org/marianprogram
For questions, comments, 

or additional supplies, 
please contact 

Marian Hour of Prayer 
Chairman 

Orville Fillbrandt
Cell: (612) 751-2943     Direct at Office (952) 887-1218

Email: Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Date NE NW SE SW S Metro N Metro West
Sep. 2019 3 9 31 22 30 63 16
Oct. 2019 4 8 31 22 30 63 16
Nov. 2019 4 8 29 21 30 63 16
Dec. 2019 5 60 29 21 57 42 14
Jan. 2020 5 60 28 21 57 42 14
Feb. 2020 6 61 28 20 64 43 2
Mar. 2020 6 61 27 20 64 43 2
April 2020 6 11 27 20 64 41 40
May 2020 7 11 26 18 62 41 40
June 2020 7 11 26 18 62 41 40

Please ensure the Marian Icon Prayer Program proceeds on schedule to permit all dis-
tricts to participate adequately in this wonderful program.  Participants are encour-
aged to keep the Prayer Cards; however, the Prayer Books are to remain with the Icon.  
Remember to enter the appropriate information in the Log book.  Thank you. 
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Order wheel-
chairs to 

use in your 
parish 

or distribute 
in your area.  

Or turn in funds to help 
buy wheelchairs to be 
donated to help the 

Persecuted Christians
in the Middle East.

When ordering wheelchairs or turning 
in funds for wheelchairs, please use 

the form found on page 16. 

This form can also be found on the 
State Website at mnknights.org.

The Catholic Difference

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values 
Ethical Sales & 

Investing
Service to the 

Church and the 
Community

Use KC 
Napkins 

at Council    
Events 

Cases of 5400 napkins $135 
and Packages of 600 for $20 

(plus shipping) 
Contact Brother Knight 

Ken Schoenfelder 

320-485-4448
schoenfelderkk@tds.net

Shrine Tour at Supreme Convention Gathering

Thank you, Director of the Minnesota Department of Public Safety and Home 
Land Security Joe Kelly and Minnesota Department of Homeland Security 
Emergency Management Volunteer Resource Coordinator Dennis Walter not 
only for being with us for this picture taken at the 137th Supreme Convention, 
but for your support of this Parish Disaster Preparedness/Response Initiative.  
Also pictured from Minnesota are State Deputy Marc Peters, IPSD Bob Penas, 
Wes Edwards, who is leading this initiative with the Knights throughout the 
Diocese of New Ulm, GK of Gaylord Council 7051 Peter Machaiek, Director 
of Social Concerns for the Diocese of New Ulm Deacon Timothy Dolan, and 
Director of Catholic Charities and Pastoral Planning in the Diocese of New 
Ulm Tom Keaveny.
Pictured from South Dakota are PSD Maynard Konechne, who is the lead KC 
and Catholic Charities Disaster Response Coordinator for the parishes in the 
Diocese of Rapid City, South Dakota, Supreme Director Paul Lambert, who is 
serving as a liaison to the community service and disaster response committee 
of the Knights at the Supreme level, South Dakota State Chaplain Fr.          
DeWayne Kayser, and South Dakota State Deputy Gerald Dvorak.
Also pictured is Jason Porrello, who serves as the Manager for Community 
Programs in the Department of Fraternal Missions at the Supreme Council Of-
fices of the Knights of Columbus in Hartford, Connecticut.
Please know we are most grateful for all the support that is being given to our 
efforts to implement our Agency Capacity Disaster Response/Preparedness 
Initiatives in the Dioceses of New Ulm (MN) and Rapid City (SD).  
Submitted by Thomas P. Keaveny
Photograph by Matthew Barrick ~ Barrick Photography



Remember to 
File your 
Council 

Paperwork!
Form 185 and Form 365 
and your other council 
reports and forms help 
the State Council and  
Supreme Council send 
information to council 
leadership, monitor the 
health of your council, 
keep up-to-date with 
what is happening in 
your council, see where 
we need to improve,    
offer assistance, or make 
changes, and much more.  
We are here to help your 
council succeed and   
continue to grow and  
improve as you serve our 
communities.

Continue to mentor 
your newest members.  
Invite them to share 

their ideas. 
Hold programs 

that interest them, 
and invite them 

to help out.
Invite prospective 

members to help out 
on project, too.

Let them see that 
we are the people 

they want to be with 
who are doing the 

projects they want to 
be part of.

On behalf of GK Ed Rundle and FS Bill Pollard of the Father William Nolan Coun-
cil 12293 of St. George Parish in Long Lake, a big thank you to Father Juettner, 
Melba Reyes (Latino Ministry), Murray Blackman (Hispanic Coordinator), IPSD 
Bob Penas, and Jack Delaney for making the Hispanic 1st Degree this evening so 
special!

SAMPLE EMAIL:
Dear [NAME],

[X] years ago I joined the Knights of Columbus, and it’s one of the best decisions 
I’ve ever made.

Being a member has helped me to grow and to give back. It’s given me great op-
portunities, lifelong friends, and a host of memories that will stick with me.  It’s 
allowed me to put my faith in action, and do my small part to help those in need.

We do a ton of great things, but my favorite is our [NAME OF PROGRAM 
(example: Coats for Kids program)] which [EXPLAIN WHAT IT DOES (example: 
gives new, free winter coats to underprivileged children)]. I t’s amazing how 
[EXPLAIN HOW IT HELPS (example: happy the children are with their new coats, 
and how grateful the parents are for the help)].

I know that you would have the same great experience too.  That's why I'm invit-
ing you to join online today.

Joining takes only five minutes.  It's a great way to get started and learn more 
about what we do.  Check it out at kofc.org/joinus.  You’ll like what you see. We’re 
the largest Catholic men’s organization in the world, and we’ll be better with you 
on our side.

So what do you think?

Let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

[NAME]

P.S. If you do join, be sure to put in our council number [NUMBER] so we can 
have you join our local group.

TO JOIN: www.kofc.org/joinus
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On Par for Star  
Do you have enough programs?  Need new ideas?  

Contact your District Deputy, one of our Program Chairmen, 
or State Program Director Joe George. 

Do you have a First Degree scheduled for each month, so when you 
have a prospective member, you can tell him when the degree will 

be held?  He shouldn’t have to wait long. We want him to feel welcome and wanted.
Need help with recruitment?  Contact your District Deputy, your Field Agent, or 

State Membership Director Jesse Kosloski.
They will be glad to assist you.  Your success is their first priority.

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!  You may be amazed by what you and your 
council can accomplish as you open the doors to Christ!  Vivat Jesus!

Join the Minneapolis 
Area KofC Male Chorus!
Membership is open to any man 18 
years of age or older who is a prac-
ticing Catholic with a love of sing-
ing. which is a form of prayer.  
Practices are for 2 hours on Monday 
evenings 7-9 p.m. at St.   Joseph's 
Church 36th & Boone Avenue 
North, New Hope, MN.  

Jerry Simcoe   
H: (763) 315-0657    
C: (763) 537-1492 

Dick Synstelien       
H: (763) 493-5219    
C: (493) 772-6698   

Choose a Knight of 
the Month Each and 
Every Month!

Publish it in your 
council newsletter and 
present him with a 
Knight of the Month 
certificate. 
Choose a Knight of the Year 
from these gentlemen, and submit 
the Knight of the Year form to 
State Program Director Joe 
George with your other program 
year-end reports by April 1st.  

Use as these on Form SP-7 
as Council Programs.

Family of the Month 
One of the Easiest Programs Your 

Council Can Run

Congratulations to our July 
Supreme Council Drawing Winners

The  Joseph Hess  Family 
Of  Eagan Council 7640

The Joseph Heidelberger Family 
of Braham Council 10052

On average, 2-3 families from Minnesota Coun-
cils have been selected as winners each month!

Form 1993A on Supreme’s website at kofc.org 
can be completed online or mailed in to honor 
your council’s families and show them their dedi-
cation and the example they set is greatly appreci-
ated.  Choose a Family of the Year from your 
Families of the Month!  

Northwest
Patrick Dolan, General Agent
2315 N University Dr
Suite L-5 
Fargo ND 58102
Office: (701) 298-9922
Patrick.Dolan@kofc.org
East Central & NE
Joe Caouette, General Agent 
161 Main Ave W
Winsted MN 55395 
Office: (320) 485-2202
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org
Metro Area  
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd
Suite 160 
Burnsville MN 55337 
Office: (952) 686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org
South 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield MN 56087 
Office: (507) 720-1652
David.Goedtke@kofc.org
Southwest
Jon Beebe, General Agent
2 Dart Dr
Watertown SD 57201
Office: (605) 882-8689
Fax: (605) 882-0019
Jon.Beebe@kofc.org
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Insurance Corner ~ Are You Prepared?
How important is it to see your agent on annual basis? Um, very. I recently had two 
very different service calls, both kind of heartbreaking.
The first one was to get money from a life insurance policy to pay for Long Term 
Care. Our brother Knight fell and had to go into a nursing home to the tune of $12,000 
a month. He will have to cash out his life insurance to pay for it, problem is, this mon-
ey was to support his wife after he was gone. Now, she will have to count mostly on 
Social Security.
Another problem most people don’t realize is when the brother Knight dies, income for 
the wife goes down about 40%, and the kicker is that taxes go up because now she is 
filing taxes as a single person. We are working closely with this family and doing what 
we can, but sometimes planning is a little late. Are you prepared?
The second case was on a death claim, the hardest job your Field Agent must do, espe-
cially when the client turned into a friend. Our brother Knight passed due to a sickness 
and left two insurance policies from the 70’s and 80’s that grew very nicely. The prob-
lem? When he bought the first policy he wasn’t married and left the beneficiary as his 
sister. He never changed it. The second he bought was after he married and is going to 
his wife. Are you prepared?
Brothers and Sisters, most of the time we know not when, we know not where, we 
know not how. Meet with your agent at least once a year to make sure…you are pre-
pared.



Map of New Insurance Territories

Jon Beebe
Agency

605-520-8689

David Goedtke Agency 
Springfield

507-720-1652



When ordering wheelchairs or turning in funds 
to buy wheelchairs, please use the form below.  
It can also be found on the State Website at 
mnknights.org

MN Knightly News  
September 2019

page 16

Council	Number	_________________		Location	(City)	_____________________________________________

□ Church	Drive
Date of your council’s Wheelchair Church Drive:  __________________________________________________________  
The total dollar amount of donations received during this Wheelchair Church Drive: $______________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of the presentation?  _________

□ Other	Fundraising	Activities	for	the	Global	Wheelchair	Mission
Briefly describe any other activities your council did to raise funds for the Global Wheelchair Mission 
(e.g.: Pancake Breakfast, Car Wash, Dinner/Dance, etc.)  Use back if needed:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Total dollar amount raised during other fundraising activities: $______________________        
Total number of man-hours donated to raise funds for this wheelchair order:  __________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of these activities?  _________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Wheelchair	Order
Total dollar amount of donations for this order: $______________________

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Minnesota @ $150.00 each: __________________

Size and number of chairs requested by council:   _____ 14 inch     _____ 16 inch     _____ 18 inch   _____ 20 inch
COUNCIL WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PICKING UP THE CHAIRS THEY ORDER.

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution to Persecuted Christians in the Middle East @ $150.00 each: __________

Make checks payable to Minnesota Knights of Columbus with Global Wheelchair Mission on the memo line.

For tax purposes, private donations or gambling funds may make checks payable to Minnesota Knights Foundation.

Date: _____________________________    Grand Knight: ___________________________________________________

Phone #: _________________________________   Email: ___________________________________________________   

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________   

City:_________________________________________________  State & Zip:___________________________________

Send the completed form and check to the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Secretary.  
See the State Newsletter or visit www.mnknights.org for his address.  
You will be notified of date and location for wheelchair pickup.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Global Wheelchair Mission Form



· KC Members

· Wives

· Children

· and immediate 
family members 
of a deceased 
Knights if the 
Knight was in 
good standing at 
the time of death. 

Eligibility of 
Applicants

· 3.5% Fixed      
interest rate.

· Interest        
accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed.

· No payments 
required until  
completion of 
BS/BA Degree.

· No credit 
checks.

Terms
Loan 

Amounts

$2,500.00
Vo-Tech

Freshman
Sophomore

Junior 
Senior
Grad       

Student

The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 
is a designated 501(C)(3) Non-Profit corporation and your          
personal donation is tax deductible.

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc

PO Box 126
Belle Plaine, MN  56011

KC Student 
Loan Board

Ken Mueller
507-285-9205

Paul Haik
612-333-7400

Dr. Fred Brown
612-812-9293

Mark Glatzel
320-267-1485

Patrick Conn
763-286-7409

Patrick Glenski
507-289-8783

All Seminarians and religious vocations 
may borrow money to complete their         
vocational studies free of interest.  Upon 
ordination, a Priest, Brother or Nun will 
have one year of his or her loan forgiven 
for each year they remain in their voca-

Administrator:
Michael J. Daly
952-873-2213

Email:
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Contact  
InformationSeminarians & Religious Vocations

Support this Program




