
N
O

N
PR

O
FI

T 
O

R
G

.
U

.S
. P

O
ST

A
G

E
PA

ID
H

U
TC

H
IN

SO
N

, M
N

PE
R

M
IT

 N
O

. 6
0

STATE CHAPLAIN
Fr. Gabriel Walz
PO Box 177
Staples MN 56497-0177
(218) 894-2296
statechaplain@mnkights.org

ASSOCIATE STATE CHAPLAIN
Fr. Martin Schaefer
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Winona MN 55987-1320
(507) 494-8841
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STATE DEPUTY 
Marc Peters
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(651) 482-8771
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(320) 327-2122
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org

STATE SECRETARY 
David Whatmuff
14380 184th Ave NW
Elk River MN 55330-5018
(763) 772-2997
statesecretary@mnknights.org

STATE ADVOCATE
James Terwedo
3700 West 220th St
Jordan MN 55352-8651
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org

STATE TREASURER 
Dan DeCrans
20400 200th ST
NEVIS MN 56467-5284
(218) 255-1125
statetreasurer@mnknights.org

STATE WARDEN 
Bou Gazley
5379 56th Ave NW
Rochester MN 55901-3892
(507) 259-7851
Statewarden@mnknights.org

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Joe George, Jr
1926 72nd St
Centerville MN 55038-9797
(651) 253-3112
programdirector@mnknights.org

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Jesse Kosloski
8225 Whitstrom Rd
Lake Shore MN 56468-2514
(218) 330-5648
membershipdirector@mnknights.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
82o Second Avenue SW
Hutchinson MN 55350-2307
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org
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Grow the Order!  GTO!
State Deputy Marc Peters     

statedeputy@mnknights.org     
(651) 482-8771     

This was our theme last year, and this will be 
the theme again this year.  We had over 900 
new members join our state last fraternal year.  
Great work from the councils who recruited 
even just one new member.  But as you saw from the list in last 
month’s Knightly News, we had over 60 council that didn't re-
cruit even one new member.
How does your council plan on sustaining unless you have new 
members?  Answer is, you won't.  Your pool of members to take 
on the officer and chairman jobs will dwindle and go unfilled.  
Older members will die off, and your council will decrease. 
Sooner or later it will cease to exist.  Is that what you really 
want to happen?
This month and next month, our district deputies will be holding 
their local meetings.  They will help you with our goals for 
membership and programs.  The regional consultants and staff 
are also here to help your council grow.
We will be instituting a new program for suspensions, because  
many councils are not following the proper procedure of using a 
retention team to go out and talk to their Brother Knights.  They 
just suspend without finding out why these gentlemen are not 
paying dues and coming to events.  So, we want a paper trail to 
ensure that these men have been contacted.  This is not addition-
al work, but instead we are just asking every council to follow 
the procedure as it is written.  More information about this pro-
gram is on page 2 of this edition.
This month, Minnesota is in the line of sight of every Knight in 
the Order as the Supreme Convention convenes in Minneapolis.  
Please take time to watch us on Tuesday, August 6th, all day on 
EWTN: morning mass, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson's State 
of the Order, and finally the State's Dinner that evening.  We 
have worked extremely hard in preparation for this event, and 
we have hundreds of Knights and family members working to 
make it a success.

His Blessed Mother
Father Gabriel Walz

statechaplain@mnkights.org 
(320) 693-3313

In the fourth Glorious Mystery of the 
Rosary we reflect upon the mystery of 
the Assumption of Mary. On  Thurs-
day, August 15th we celebrate the Solemnity-Day of this 
mystery throughout the Church.  
The Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary reminds us of 
the love our Lord Jesus Christ has for His Mother.  
While it has long been a part of our Tradition, the As-
sumption of Mary received a formal dogmatic definition 
from Pope Pius XII in 1950.  In his document Munifi-
centissimus Deus, Pope Pius wrote: “The Immaculate 
Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, having completed 
the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul 
into heavenly glory” (44). 
As Catholic men, Knights, and brothers, we entrust our-
selves, our brethren, and our families to our Lord 
through the loving hands of His Blessed Mother. You are 
in my prayers!
Vivat Jesus!

2019-20 State 
Incentives

Listed on 
the next page
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Upcoming Events
August 1 - Service Program Personnel Report DUE
August 2-8 - Supreme Convention in Minneapolis, MN
August 12 - Venerable Michael McGivney’s Birthday
August 14 - Venerable Michael McGivney’s Memorial
August 15 - Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
August 15 - Council Audit DUE
August 23-25 - State Camporee - Details online in the 

August Online Supplement at mnknights.org
August 24-25 - KofC State Softball Tournament in 

Faribault ~ Details online in the August 
Online Supplement at mnknights.org

September 2 - Labor Day
September 5 - St. Teresa of Calcutta
September 8 - Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
October 14 - Columbus Day

Read the Knightly News Every Month Online at mnknights.org!

Thank You to June’s Top Recruiters!
Alexander J. Millner - 3 members

Daniel J. Falstad - 3 members
Seth A. Myhre - 3 members

A total of 34 members recruited 47 new Knights in June

State Convention Host Needed
Would your council or district be willing to host the 2021 Min-
nesota Knights of Columbus State Convention? The dates will 
be May 14-16, 2021. Guidelines for hosting are available from 
the Minnesota Knights of Columbus Office. There is state staff 
to work with your team and guide you through this.
The State Administrative Assistant and State Secretary will 
come talk with you about this and tour the hotel and/or facility 
you are proposing prior to the State Officers’ acceptance of the 
bid. Should you have any questions or want to receive a copy 
of the guidelines, give us a call at 320-587-0747 or contact us 
via email at glvdh@mchsi.com.
This is a great way to get your members involved in something 
larger than a local activity. It might bring together a group of 
Brother Knights who have not met before or worked on a pro-
ject before, as well as providing an opportunity for those who 
want to get involved in something a little different. Members 
will see unity and fraternity at work first-hand. Think about 
it! Talk about it! Thank you for considering it! Councils       
and/or districts wishing to submit a bid or indicate their interest 
should contact the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Office 
as soon as possible. We’ll look forward to hearing from you!

Check out the “Game Changer” 
Supreme is Offering to for FREE 

to Your Council (see page 4)
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Use KC Napkins 
at Council Events 

Cases of 5400 napkins $135 and 
Packages of 600 for $20 (plus shipping) 
Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder 

(320) 485-4448   
schoenfelderkk@tds.net

Star Council Safe 
Environment Requirement 

To be eligible for star council, councils must 
be fully compliant with applicable safe envi-
ronment requirements.  For more information 
on the Knights of Columbus Safe Environment 
Program, visit kofc.org/safe.

File your Council 990-N 
e-Postcard to Maintain 

your Council’s 
Tax-exempt Status

From the 
Secretary’s Desk

State Secretary Dave Whatmuff
statesecretary@mnknights.org     

(763) 772-2997      
At St. Vincent de Paul Mass this 
weekend, we had a visiting priest who spoke to us 
about his mission in eastern Kenya and requested 
funds to aid in the education and support of children 
in that part of Africa.  Interestingly, the priest was 
actually Polish, and the theme of his homily was 
“solidarity” with other Christians around the world. 
Perhaps I read more into this than he intended, but I 
couldn’t help but be reminded of the Polish 
“Solidarity” labor movement led by Lech Wałęsa in 
the 1980’s, and how effective this was as the first 
crumbling brick in the wall of Soviet communism. 
Of course this also led me to ponder on the parallels 
with our Order’s principle of Unity, and how we are 
called to assist our brother Christians around the 
world, but particularly at this time, those in Iraq. 
For those who are not aware of this initiative, 60 
Knights of Columbus councils have been “paired” 
with parishes in Iraq, including four of our councils 
here in Minnesota.  I encourage you to help in this 
fundraising effort and work with your councils to 
provide funds for this effort.  Information will be 
provided on the State website at mnknights.org 
about how to do this and whom to contact. 
Vivat Jesus!

One New Council 
per Quarter

NCD Chairman Lloyd Cybart 
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org

(952) 686-7720
What a great State District Deputy 
meeting! Father Marty was introduced as our new 
associate chaplain and had some great opening com-
ments. One of the things he said rang very true to 
me and that was that we NEED to have a presence 
in the parish, every parish.
I developed a 10-year plan for the State to develop 
five new councils every year.  It starts with a pres-
ence in the parish and asking the pastor what he ex-
pects and needs from the Knights. The biggest mis-
take we make is telling a priest what we’ll do for 
him. We exist to protect the family, serve the par-
ish, and serve the priest.

So, what’s next?
How are we going to Grow the Order? GTO!

Besides recruiting new members into our existing 
councils, we need to build new councils, as Fr. 
McGivney wanted, one in each parish serving its 
members.
Our goal is simple - five new councils per a year. I 
said we have a 10-year plan and it’s simple.  Each 
DD, GA, and Regional Consultant needs to iden-
tify one parish that should have its own council.
This does not mean it will happen right away, but 
this will get us a working list so we can prioritize 
and plan while planting the seeds with the parish 
and the priest about the benefits the Knights of Co-
lumbus can offer.
Where do you look? It could be a parish that has a 
large number of members who belong to a council 
in a nearby parish.  It could be a round table that’s 
ready to start its own council.  It could be a parish 
that has no KofC presence in it. The possibilities 
are numerous.

One New Council per Quarter + 1. Simple.
Give me a call with your ideas.

If you have not filed Forms 185, 
365, and 1295, please do so now!  

Forms 185 and 365 ensure that information you 
need gets to your council, and Form 1295 is crit-
ical to the health and well-being of your council!

Choose a Family and a Knight 
of the Month from Your 
Council Every Month!  

More details in the Online Supplement

Supreme FS Hotline
Help with any FS questions regarding 

Member Management or Member Billing
Hotline Number 203-752-4210

Email: ExpertFS@KofC.org

St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member or friend serving in 
the military?  You can request a St. Michael Med-
al to be sent to them from State Chaplain Fr. Ga-
briel.  There is no cost to you or the military ser-
vice person.  The military person does not need to 
be a man, a Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in the military, their 
rank, branch of service, and address to State 
Chaplain Fr. Gabriel, and he will send the medal 
(and a prayer book if requested) directly to the 
serviceman/woman.  

Please email your requests to:
statechaplain@mnknights.org 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families are 
very important to our military men and women.  

Continue to pray for them and their safety. 

2019-20 Incentives
Qualifiers: 
à Must have Supreme and State per capita up to 

date.
à Current forms must be submitted: 185, 365, 

and 1728 (before  Feb 1, 2020).
à Must have Safe Environment compliance 

completed.
Councils earning STAR status for the 2019-20 
fraternal year will have their Supreme per cap-
ita waived
New Council Development or Reactivation:  
à $500 to individual(s) who complete the pro-

cess of starting a new council.  
à SD to make determination on how money is 

split.
à GA or FA who helps start a new council or 

reactivation will get $250.  
à If GA or FA is solely responsible for council 

startup, top payout will be $500.
Council Level
à Any council taking an online member from 

their prospect list and turning them into a 
council member will get $20.

à Any council doing an approved Delta drive 
resulting in 3 or more new members will re-
ceive $50.  Each additional member will add 
$10.  This will expire October 31, 2019.

à Any council obtaining 50% of their net goal 
by October 31, 2019 will get $20 per  new 
member.  Suspensions will be deducted to get 
a net number.  Any suspensions in the pipe-
line will be included.

à Councils on the “No Activity List” will be 
given a $20 incentive for each new member.  
Minimum of 25% of quota to qualify.  Sus-
pensions will be deducted to get a net number.  
Any suspensions in pipeline will be included.

à The GK of any council getting STAR status in 
2019-20 will receive a $250 gift card.

Member Level
à Any member recruiting 5 new members will 

be given a fleece KofC jacket.
à Monthly incentives given based on the           

recruiters list:  three $20 gift cards awarded 
monthly for top three recruiters.

District Level
à District Deputy who has 25% of district quota 

in by September 30, 2019 will get $10 per 
new member.

à District deputy who has 50% of  district quota 
in by October 30, 2019 will get $20 per new 
member.

à Suspensions will be deducted to get a net 
number.  Any suspensions in the pipeline will 
be included.

à Any district deputy achieving STAR district 
status in 2019-20 will get $500 gift card.

New Suspension Program
We had a great year for new members: 900+. But 
apparently we had a “good” year for suspensions as 
well, as we lost over 500 members.  (Just in the 
month of June, we had 71 suspensions.)
This should be a concern to everyone who wears the 
emblem of the Order! Why would someone want to 
leave a council? Weren't they welcomed? Didn’t  
we communicate with them about our activities and 
events?  Did we only talked to them when they 
were behind on their dues?
Part of the suspension process is a fact finding in-
quiry about why they are leaving. This requires 
personal contact.  
However, we found out that this is not happening.  
The retention committees, usually composed of past 
grand knights, are not contacting these members.  
How do we know this?  We check.
Here is an recent example. Last month, the son of a 
General Agent was on the list to be suspended. I 
checked; he did not receive a call. The process was 
not followed.
Starting this July, we will be doing follow-ups on 
suspensions.  Each time a name appears on the re-
tention list, our suspension chairman, Patrick Far-
relly, will be mailing the council a worksheet so 
that we can do a follow-up.  
THIS IS NOT EXTRA WORK BEING HANDED 
TO THE COUNCILS.  This is the work and the 
process that should already be taking place at coun-
cil level for suspension procedures.  
Once the council finishes contacting the individual, 
the district deputy will contact him.  After that, a 
state staff person will contact him. This will all be 
recorded on the worksheet.
If this doesn’t happen, the member will NOT be 
suspended. Why?  Because the process was not 
followed.
Also, the council must have a retention chairman 
listed on their Form 365 which is due by August 
1st. No Chairman = No Suspensions. And remem-
ber, the financial secretary is not the council’s re-
tention chairman.
Everyone needs to get serious about suspensions: 
how they are done, but more importantly, finding 
out why members want to leave the council and 
Order.
You took some time to get them to join, make sure 
you take a bit more time to find them a place in 
your council.

State Deputy Marc Peters
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Keep it Going!
State Warden Bou Gazley
statewarden@mnknights.org     

(507) 259-7851
What is your council doing to GTO 
(Grow the Order)?  As we welcome 
Knights from across the world and 
their families to Minnesota, it is a great time to 
take a look back at ourselves and to see what we 
have accomplished.  During the 2018-2019 Frater-
nal year, we brought in over 900 new members to 
the Knights of Columbus.  While we may have fell 
short of our goal, we still brought the Knights of 
Columbus to over 900 more households.  
There are over 900 more families who can get in-
surance coverage to protect them.  There are over 
900 more Knights and their families to serve the 
Church, our communities, and our parishes.  There 
are over 900 more Knight families to continue to 
recruit more members.  There are over 900 more 
families who can pray for the canonization of the 
Venerable Fr. Michael J. McGivney.   
Notice how I said over 900 Knight families?  Yes, 
the men are the ones who join the Knights of Co-
lumbus, but it is their entire family we invite and 
encourage to be involved!  We are a Knights of 
Columbus family!  Get everyone involved!  
Also, notice how this article was not about how we 
did not hit our goal this year?  While there is al-
ways a goal to strive for, we also need to take a 
moment that think about the accomplishment and 
pride that we must have in the fact that we recruit-
ed over 900 Knight families this year.  
This year, we will continue to get more new fami-
lies involved, and we will truly GTO (Grow The 
Order)!  Great job last year and keep up the great 
work going into this new fraternal year!  
Vivat Jesus!

KNIGHTLY NEWS

Upon the death of a Brother Knight from your council, 
please send the following information to Fraternalism 
Director Randy Lindstrom

609 25th Ave SW ~ Willmar MN 56201
mnkcfc@gmail.com ~ (320) 231-2584

1) Deceased Knight’s Name     
2) Date of Death     
3) Council Number     
4) Town his Council is in     
5) Next of Kin Name, Relationship, & Address     
6) Indicate if he was a Former DD, Past State Officer, etc.

Remember, Council FS must send in a Form 100 
informing Supreme of this Brother Knight’s death.

The List of Deceased members is listed monthly in the 
online edition of the Knightly News at mnknights.org

Novena for Life & March for Life
Life Director John Bowlin     saljohn67@q.com     (651) 483-1877

Now, is an excellent time for planning a Novena for Life and a March for Life.  The Novena 
for life is a required program, meaning it must be conducted for inclusion in the life category.  
This Life Program will assist/facilitate your council in qualifying for the SP-7 Columbian 
Award and STAR Council.  It is a prayer program, simple to the core but extremely important 
to developing a Culture of Life in Minnesota.  Faith in the Family gives Life to the Community.
Forty Days for Life is starting in October, a Prolife month, a month of prayer, praise, petition 
and gratitude for God’s Gift of Life.  Christ teaches us to pray without ceasing.  Prayer can lead 
us into companionship with Christ.  In addition to your council’s Novena for Life, consider 
conducting the featured program March for Life.  It encourages councils to show public support 
for the Right to Life by organizing and participating in a local neighborhood March for Life.  
Councils should recruit participants from local Christian churches, local Catholic parishes, 
friends, neighbors, other prolife organizations. Your goal is to have a minimum of 50 marchers 
to obtain the necessary credit for this program.  On the day of the event, wear Knights of Co-
lumbus branded apparel.  Remember this can be a recruiting opportunity.  You can order 
Choose Life Signs (#9341) through supplies online, available on Officers Online.  Homemade 
signs work just as well, too.  

We pray: God of life and love, You created us in Your image and sent Your Son 
to bring us eternal life.  We thank You for Your Great Gift of Life.  Vivat Jesus! 

Northwest
Patrick Dolan, General Agent
2315 N University Dr
Suite L-5
Fargo ND 58102
Office: (701) 298-9922
Patrick.Dolan@kofc.org
East Central & NE
Joe Caouette, General Agent 
161 Main Ave W
Winsted MN 55395 
Office: (320) 485-2202
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org
Metro Area  
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd
Suite 160 
Burnsville MN 55337 
Office: (952) 686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org
South 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield MN 56087 
Office: (507) 720-1652
David.Goedtke@kofc.org
Southwest
Jon Beebe, General Agent
2 Dart Dr
Watertown SD 57201
Office: (605) 882-8689
Fax: (605) 882-0019
Jon.Beebe@kofc.org

Give the gift of 
Knighthood!

Invite someone 
to join us 

today!

Developing our 
Spiritual Muscles of 

Faithful Discipleship
Associate State Chaplain 

Martin Schaefer
associatechaplain@mnknights.org

“For God has not given us a spirt of fear, but 
of virtue, and of love, and of self-restraint.”

2 Timothy 1:7

My experience as the Vice Rector and Dean of 
Formation of a college seminary working with 
young men in priestly formation teaches me of 
the importance of the need for mentors and 
role models.  Each man who comes to the sem-
inary has a person in their life who is a joyful
witness of faith to them.  These witnesses of 
faith ignited in the seminarian’s hearts a desire 
for that same joy.  This desire for deeper joy 
and love for Jesus draws men to discern a vo-
cation to the priesthood.  
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we must make it a 
priority to teach the younger generation 
through witnessing a moral and virtuous life.  
We desperately need people in our lives not to 
preach to us or tell us what to do but to show 
us how to live a life of selfless service rooted 
in the love of Christ.  As Knights of Colum-
bus, we have an opportunity to witness the 
Love of God and to fundamentally change the 
landscape of our parishes and our society. I 
have been inspired by the work of the Knights 
and the Faith in Action Program.  The thought 
that came to me during the Organizational 
Meeting in June was that our Church is a 
sleeping giant who is waking up not to scare 
people into service but to inspire people to 
selfless service and faithful discipleship.     
What will continue to drive our efforts to bring 
renewed life to our work?  Let me suggest that 
it is the desire to witness the love of Jesus 
Christ to our neighbors that will drive every-
thing we do.  For this to happen, we must al-
low Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit 
to transform the deepest parts of our own lives.  
When we encounter the pure love of Jesus, we 
will truly want others to know His love.  
As we embark on another year of planning and 
programing, let’s begin with a fresh Spirit of 
love coming from the Holy Spirit.  If we are to 
exercise any moral and virtuous leadership in 
our families and parishes, it will begin with 
worship of God in all of His glory.  We will 
develop our spiritual muscles of faithful disci-
pleship through personal prayer, regular con-
fession, regular Mass attendance, Eucharistic 
Adoration, praying the rosary, reading of 
Scripture, deepening our understanding of 
Church teaching, and holy friendships.  The 
practice of faithful discipleship will be that 
good and solid foundation of virtue, love, and 
self-restraint. 

May our God be Praised!                

RSVP  Remember, we need to support our 
seminarians. They are the future of the  Cath-
olic Church here in Minnesota. Please ask 
each of your councils to sponsor at least one 
seminarian through the RSVP                    
program. More information can be found at      

https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/
faith/rsvp.html#/

Men of Action
Are you serious about the Knights? I can go on and on about 
all the benefits you have and what’s available through the 
Knights of Columbus, but do you add value to the 
Knights? What are you doing to make the KofC a better or-
ganization?
We are not just any organization, we are a religious order, a 
brotherhood with a vow to take care of our families, each oth-
er, our parish, and our priest and to promote and defend our 
holy Catholic faith. Are you doing that?
So what can you do? Any product you have with the Knights, 
all the money you spend, does not go into anything that con-
tradicts with our Catholic Values. Can any other company 
boast the same? We put our money (well, your money) where 
our mouth is.  This generates charitable contributions to align 
with our first principle…Charity. Our insurance mission is 
among the top six in the nation.
Are your recruiting men into the Knights? Just think if every 
member in Minnesota, all 41,674 of us, would just bring in 
one new member this year…just one each. We’d double our 
numbers and break all kinds of records. What about half of 
us? Same thing.
We need to evangelize the Knights of Columbus to every 
Catholic male age 18 and over, to let everyone know our mis-
sion, to bring each man closer to his faith. We have a respon-
sibility and duty to defend and promote our faith, to defend 
and protect our families, and to support our parishes and 
priests.
We are not called the Guys of Columbus, we’re not the Dudes 
of Christopher, we’re called Knights for a reason, and we need 
to be Knightly. We are men of action.

Remember: 
Every council ac-
tivity is an oppor-

tunity to invite 
other men to join 
us in doing God’s 

work here on 
earth!  Grow the 
Order & increase 

our capacity 
to do good!

Auxiliary News
Ladies get your auxiliary photos 
dusted off and ready to share. Look-
ing for your 1st installation photos 
with names, number, and year and 
your most recent installation or Auxiliary 
photos for 2019.  Please mail or email to our 
historian by November 2019.
See you all at the Fall Workshop.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 

lean not onto your own understanding.  In all 
your ways acknowledge Him and He shall 
direct your path.” Proverbs 3:5-6

The District Schedule 
for the Marian Prayer 

Our Lady Help of 
Persecuted Christians 
Icon is in the August 
Online Supplement at 

mnknights.org
The Program Link is at 

www.kofc.org/
marianprogram
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One Month Down, 
11 to go!

State Membership Director 
Jesse Kosloski

membershipdirector@mnknights.org     
(281) 330-5648

I hope everyone has settled into 
the new fraternal year.  Have all of you grand 
knights filled out your 2019-20 Fraternal Planner?  If 
you haven’t, I highly recommend using it.  
It is set up to steer your council through the fraternal 
year.  Each month is laid out in a neat and organized 
manner.  It shows which programs are done during 
the month.  It reminds you of what forms are due 
during that month.  There is plenty of space to take 
notes.  There is even a page for you to write down 
your programs in the categories of the Faith in Ac-
tion Programs.  The back cover lists the STAR Coun-
cil requirements.  
If your council needs to order 2019-20 Fraternal 
Planners, you can order them through supplies 
online.  It is item number 5033.
Remember all of the various incentives that are set 
up for this fraternal year. They are listed on page 2. 
Some of them have deadlines, so don't wait.  

Let’s meet our quotas early 
and GROW THE ORDER!

KNIGHTLY NEWS

One Month 
Under Your Belt!
State Program Director Joe 

George
programdirec-

tor@mnknights.org     
(651) 253-3112

How is your council doing on programs?  If 
you attended the organizational meeting at the 
end of June, you were able to take in lots of 
training for every aspect of running a council 
including my department, programs.  If you 
didn’t make it to the meeting this year, go to 
the State website where you can view all the 
Power Point presentations from the weekend. 
One of the things I suggested to do to start the 
new fraternal year is to print off a Form SP-7, 
which is your Columbian Award application, 
and enter all the programs that you know your 
council will be conducting this year into the 
categories where they best fit. 
If you have holes, maybe look at a new pro-
gram that your council hasn’t done before.  A 
great way to find new programs is to talk with 
your pastor, which is something you should 
be doing on a regular basis anyway.  Let him 
know that you are there to be of service to 
him and the parish.  Then ask him if there is 
anything your council can do for him.  You’ll 
be surprised how well that works.  If you can 
help your pastor with his to do list, he will be 
a happy camper. Bring those projects back to 
your council meeting with enthusiasm.
At the 2019 Organizational Meeting, John 
Bowlin (Our Life Director) shared a great 
way with me to look at our programs.  

“Faith in the Family
brings Life to the Community”

Very well stated John.  Thanks for all you do 
for our State. 
As a reminder, make sure that your council is 
Youth Protection trained and you have sub-
mitted your Form 365 with names entered for 
Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Di-
rector, and Community Director.  These are 
the positions that need to be youth protection 
trained and the Family Director and Commu-
nity Director need background checks. 
If you have any questions about programs or 
Faith in Action, please feel free to contact me.

Thanks for all you do for the Knights.
God Bless!     

Remember, See a Need, Fill a Need.
Vivat Jesus!

Online Membership
KofC.org/JoinUs

A great option for those gentlemen who want to 
help out with the big picture and learn more 

about us, but aren’t ready to join a local council 
yet.  See the supplement for invitation ideas.

Pregnancy Resource 
Center Support
Chairman Matt Heffron

Pregnancy Resource Centers have long been on the 
front lines of serving our country’s most vulnerable 
populations, and Knights of Columbus Councils and 
Assemblies have always been a critical support for 
them.  This work is now a recommended program 
under Faith in Action.  Support of all different kinds 
can qualify for this program: prayer programs, fund-
raisers, direct work at a center, or inviting representa-
tives of a center to present at your parish or at a 
council meeting.  Popular options range from baby 
bottle fundraisers, sponsorship of a center’s fundrais-
ing event such as a dinner or a 5K race, providing a 
cleaning or lawn maintenance crew, or organizing a 
prayer campaign for a center.
Councils should always support any local center in 
their area.  If you do not know whether there is a 
pregnancy resource center in your community, check 
https://elevatelifeusa.org/.  Elevate Life is a resource 
organization for pregnancy centers in Minnesota and 
western Wisconsin, and their list of locations may 
help you find your nearest center.  Although not eve-
ry pregnancy resource center in the state is on their 
list, every center listed is committed to ethical and 
professional service and worthy of your assistance.
In addition, you can meet the goals of this program 
by supporting Elevate Life itself.  Elevate Life pro-
vides training, information, and insurance coverage 
for its member pregnancy resource centers.  These 
resources are vital for these centers to function in 
today’s world.  One upcoming way to support Ele-
vate Life is to participate in their golf tournament, 
August 5th at Crystal Lake Gold Course in Lakeville. 
Sign up at https://elevatelifeusa.org/event/golf-
tournament-2/ as a sponsor or as a participant.  Of 
course, you can also raise funds on your own and 
donate directly.

Game Changer!!!!!
Supreme will build a custom Prospect Land-
ing Page for your council!  It’s a really simple 
process, and you can use it on a phone, tablet, 
or computer.  Use it at your church drives, 
men’s conferences, pancake breakfasts, spa-
ghetti dinners, fish fries — really any event 
where you have potential members.
How does it work?
1. Ask a potential member if he is interested 

in learning more about the Knights.
2. Enter his name and email address.
3. Within minutes, that prospect will receive 

a personalized email response from your 
council inviting him to look into the 
Knights.  

4. Every week, he will receive a follow-up 
email with Knights’ information.

Request your council’s custom 
Prospect Landing page today!  
All you need to do is go to 
info.kofc.org/pagerequest

Contact Online Membership Coordinator 
Bob Penas if you have questions 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

To schedule a degree: 
Go to mnknights.org, click on "About", 

then click on "Exemplifications"
When you get to the Ceremonials page, 

scroll down to the second paragraph 
and click "here" in the first sentence
This will bring up the request form.  

Fill it out and click "submit" and you're done!
Make sure you know Who, What, When, and Where 

before you start!!

Master’s Memo
District Master Brad Jacobs 

master@mnknights.org     
H: (763) 477-4410  
C: (763) 355-4312

We are now one full month into the 
fraternal year.  Did you attend your 
July council meeting?  How many ac-
tivities have you participated in?  Have you asked 
someone to join the Knights of Columbus?  Remem-
ber that everything you do as a Brother or Sir Knight 
is an opportunity to tell someone about what we do.  
Congratulations to the new Brother Knights and Sir 
Knights who attended the degrees at the Religious 
Center in Marshall, MN.  It was a wonderful celebra-
tion of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism all in 
less than 24 hours.  On behalf of the State Council, 
thank you to the Holy Redeemer Assembly and all 
who had a part in putting this event together.  The 
teams that taught the lessons of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd De-
grees did a wonderful job.  Our Minnesota 4th Degree 
staff beautifully taught the lesson of the 4th Degree, 
Patriotism.  None of these things happen without can-
didates or without dedicated teams.  
If you are interested in helping out with Ceremonials, 
please contact me or ask a team member.  It’s a critical 
part of what we do and our survival as well as being a 
wonderful way to help promote the Knights of Colum-
bus.
As you read this, many of us are assisting at the 2019 
Supreme Convention in Minneapolis.  It’s been 20 
years since the convention has been here, and we are 
exceptionally proud of the Knights in this state and the 
way people have stepped up to help.  The eyes of 
Catholics all around the world focus on the Supreme 
Convention where dozens of cardinals and bishops, 
and hundreds of priests join the delegates and guests 
for a few days of fraternity.  Thank you to all who 
have had a part in assisting with this huge event.  We 
can be very proud of the great job done and the lasting 
impression we’re leaving with so many.
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, September 
14th for the dedication of the new Chapel at Fort       
St. Charles.  We are thrilled to have Bishop Hoeppner 
celebrating the Mass and spending time with us.  
There will also be tours of the fort and island.  There 
will be a block of rooms reserved in Warroad for the 
weekend.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to 
see what the Minnesota 4th Degree has been support-
ing all these years.  We should all be incredibly proud.  
Exact times and information will be put out in the 
coming weeks.  Continue to check the website for de-
tails.
Our 2019 Fall 4th Degree Exemplification will be in 
Winona on November 2nd.  Please ask someone to 
join the 4th Degree and make plans to attend.  If you 
can’t make it to Winona, please plan on coming to our 
Spring Exemplification in Walker the weekend of 
April 18, 2020. 
Please continue to pray for those who protect and 
serve us in the military and law enforcement.

Thank you for all you do to promote the 
Knights of Columbus.  Vivat Jesus!

Newest Marquette Province 
Vice Supreme Master 

Appointed from Minnesota
The Minnesota State Officers, along with District 
Master Brad Jacobs, congratulate Craig Larson for 
being named the Vice Supreme Master of the      
Marquette Province starting September 1st.  He will 
oversee the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Illi-
nois.  The last VSM from Minnesota was Greg      
van der Hagen some years back.  
We wish Craig the best as he accepts this position.

State Deputy Marc Peters 


