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Upcoming Events
April 
6th & 7th - State KofC Bowling Tournament New Ulm 
13 & 14th - State KofC Bowling Tournament New Ulm 

(see page 6)
18 - Holy Thursday - Easter Triduum begins
19 - Good Friday 
20 - Holy Saturday
21 - Easter
27 - Winona-Rochester Diocese Men’s Conference 

held in Mankato
May
4 - Spring 4th Degree Exemplification 

held in Bloomington (see page 5)
17 - 19 - MN State Convention in Alexandria

Check out the tentative State Convention Agenda 
on the next page

STATE CHAPLAIN
Jeff Horejsi
821 E 5th St
Litchfield MN 55355-2223
(320) 693-3313
statechaplain@mnkights.org

ASSOCIATE STATE CHAPLAIN
Fr. Gabriel Walz
PO Box 177
Staples MN 56497-0177
(218) 894-2296
associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org

STATE DEPUTY 
Marc Peters
6501 Hokah Drive
Lino Lakes MN 55014-1313
(651) 482-8771
statedeputy@mnknights.org

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY
Robert Penas
PO Box 271
Silver Lake MN 55381-0271
(320) 327-2122
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org

STATE SECRETARY 
David Whatmuff
14380 184th Ave NW
Elk River MN 55330-5018
(763) 772-2997
statesecretary@mnknights.org

STATE ADVOCATE
James Terwedo
3700 West 220th St
Jordan MN 55352-8651
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org

STATE TREASURER 
Dan DeCrans
20400 200th ST
NEVIS MN 56467-5284
(218) 255-1125
statetreasurer@mnknights.org

STATE WARDEN 
Bou Gazley
5379 56th Ave NW
Rochester MN 55901-3892
(507) 259-7851
Statewarden@mnknights.org

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Joe George, Jr
1926 72nd St
Centerville MN 55038-9797
(651) 253-3112
programdirector@mnknights.org

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Jesse Kosloski
8225 Whitstrom Rd
Lake Shore MN 56468-2514
(218) 330-5648
membershipdirector@mnknights.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
82o Second Avenue SW
Hutchinson MN 55350-2307
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org

STUDENT LOAN
Mike Daly, ADMINISTRATOR
Office of Daly & Daly
(952) 873-2213
Daly,daly@frontiernet.net

What is an Active 
Knight?

State Deputy Marc Peters
statedeputy@mnknights.org     

(651) 482-8771     
During one of the men’s conferences, 
I had an opportunity to talk to men as 
they were passing by.  Over half were 
Brother Knights!  One stopped and told me he wasn’t a 
very active member.  “Why do you say that?” I asked 
him.
His reply, “I don’t go to meetings and I’m not an officer 
and I do very few Knight activities.”
“But what do you do?” I asked.  
He replied, “I’m a Eucharist minister for the parish, I do 
adoration once a week, and I bring veterans and the old-
er population to their doctor appointments.”
So, tell me, is this an Active Knight? You betcha he 
is. Just because it’s not listed in the 16 activities for 
Faith in Action, just because he doesn’t attend meetings, 
doesn’t make him an inactive Knight. He is out there 
living his faith! We need to get over this notion that if a 
guy doesn’t show up for meetings or volunteer for toot-
sie roll handout or highway clean up or whatever, that he 
is not helping your council.
Last month, many of the councils sent in their fraternal 
Survey of Activities reporting volunteer hours and con-
tributions.  It asked for anything that you did in the par-
ish, in the community, and for your family. Singing in 
the choir, that’s Faith in Action.  How about being a 
God Squad door monitor for religious education?  That’s 
putting your Faith in Action.  IPSD Bob Penas just re-
ceived his ten gallon pin from Red Cross for blood dona-
tions. He certainly is putting his Faith in Action. How 
about John and Joe who are scout leaders for the parish 
boy scout troop?  Absolutely. We can’t just limit what 
we count when we wear the KofC shirt.  If you are 
working in the parish, working in the community, work-
ing with youth, doing anything to make this world bet-
ter, you are putting your Faith in Action. Thank you!
Yes, we need officers and chairmen to run the nuts and 
bolts of the council or assembly or auxiliary. Don’t get 
me wrong. But let’s not be casting a wrongful eye on 
the 70% who don’t come to meetings.  They are out 
there working the Plan; God’s Plan!  Their dues help 
fund our prolife activities and other projects.  They are 
Knights and should be proud to say that they are.  And 
who knows, with a bit of encouragement, they might 
even attend a meeting.
GTO! Grow the Order one member at a time.

The Transformation 
of Easter

State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi     
statechaplain@mnkights.org 

Nothing is more important for us as Chris-
tians than to believe in and live out the Res-
urrection of Christ.  In his first letter to the 
Corinthians, St. Paul tells us that if Christ 
did not rise from the dead, our faith is worthless.  One of our 
Eucharistic Prayers tells us that God destroyed death and re-
stored life.  In Baptism, we share in Christ’s death so that we 
might also share in his Resurrection.  
The mystery of the Resurrection is about transformation.  One 
of the symbols of the Resurrection is the butterfly, because the 
caterpillar forms a chrysalis.  Inside, a total transformation hap-
pens so that the butterfly can emerge.  
In a way, we are to be open to this kind of complete transfor-
mation, too.  As we give up a bad habit or a sinful behavior, we 
go through a sort of death to ourselves in order to be open to 
the new life of a changed person.  The Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation is a privileged opportunity to allow the Holy Spirit to re-
make us into something beautiful for God and others.  During 
the season of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday (April 28) is an es-
pecially powerful time to celebrate Reconciliation.  Also during 
the season, we usually use a sprinkling rite at Mass to remem-
ber our baptism when we were transformed into a Christian.  
We sing Alleluia and praise God for all of the wonders that 
God does in our lives. 
Happy Easter!
Vivat Jesus!

Check out details about 
the upcoming 2019 MN 
State Convention and 

the 2019 Supreme 
Convention being held 
here in MN (see page 2) 

Read the Knightly News Every Month Online at mnknights.org!

2019 State Incentives 
$500 Towards a New or Reinstated Council 

to be divided between those who made it 
happen: FA, DD, NCD, etc.

If a Council Achieves STAR Status by May 15th, the 
State will pick up one night hotel and $50 towards meals 

at the 2019 State Convention.  
Double STAR gets two nights covered.

If a Council is current on Supreme and State per capita, 
the State will pay for tickets to the 2019 State             

Convention Saturday Banquet for delegates and their 
wives along with mileage for one car per council.  

4th Quarter Council Incentives
Þ Achieve Star Council by June 30th and NO State per 

capita will be charged for 2019
Þ OR achieve the Fr. McGivney Award AND either the 

Founders or Columbian Award and 2019 State per 
capita will be only 25% ($2 per billable member)

Þ OR achieve the Fr. McGivney Award and 2019 State 
per capita will be only 50% ($4 per billable member)

Þ OR achieve either the Founders or Columbian Award 
and 2019 State per capita will be only 75% ($6 per 
billable member)
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Come Alive!
Associate State Chaplain 

Fr. Gabriel Walz          
associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org

Upon discovering the empty 
tomb that first Easter morn, 
Mary of Magdala ran to share 
the word with the Apostles.  
Two thousand years later, we still hear the testimo-
ny of that event on the very anniversary of the Res-
urrection!  Mary’s love of the Lord drove her into 
action upon the discovery of His absence from that 
tomb.  In the account we will hear of this event 
from John’s Gospel, Peter and John go at Mary’s 
call and see for themselves.  
Mary is left weeping at the empty tomb, after Peter 
and John depart, setting the context for the first 
appearance of Jesus recorded in John’s Gospel af-
ter His Resurrection.  She mistakes Him at first—
too overwhelmed, perhaps, even to think it could 
be Jesus—and begs that the dead body of her Lord 
be given back.  Jesus reveals Himself to her simply 
by speaking her name.  Mary returns again to the 
Apostles to share the joy of their Risen Lord, be-
coming the unlikely missionary to the Apostles 
themselves!  
How do you put your faith into action?  Are you 
active in your parish?  Are you actively participat-
ing in some parish ministry?  As we conclude the 
Lenten Season and prepare for our annual remem-
brance of the joy of that first Easter Day, consider 
how you, like Mary, can allow your faith in our 
Lord to come alive.
Vivat Jesus!

RSVP
Remember, we need to support our 

seminarians. They are the future of the 
Catholic Church here in Minnesota.
Councils, please sponsor at least one 

seminarian through the RSVP program.
More information can be found at          

https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/rsvp.html#/

When did you last attend a Degree?
We encourage you to attend a Degree sometime 
soon!  Support your Brothers at the Degree, and 

be reminded of the lessons you learned!!!
Consider joining a Degree Team as a member 

and share the lessons of the Order 
with your Brother Knights!!!

Is that Form 100 
in your pocket or billfold?  
Always have one handy!  

You never know when the opportunity 
to recruit will present itself.

2019 Minnesota 
State Convention 
Arrowwood Resort

Alexandria, MN
Friday, May 17, 2019
2:00 - 5:00 Meet and Greet 
3:00 - 7:30   Delegate Registration  
4:00 - 4:45   District Deputy & Regional 

Consultant Meeting
5:00 - 6:45 Buffet Dinner & Cash Bar
5:00 - 6:45 Exhibitors & Country Store
7:00 - 8:00 Opening Mass with State Chaplain
8:00 - 11:00 Hospitality

Saturday, May 18, 2019
7:00 - 10:30 Delegate Registration
7:30 - 9:15 Buffet Breakfast
7:30 - 2:00 Exhibitors & Country Store
9:30 - 10:00 Silver Rose Prayer Service 

(Everyone is encouraged to attend)
10:00 - 11:30 Opening Session (Open to all) 

Membership, Programs, and
Insurance Reports

11:45 - 1:45 Awards Luncheon 
1:30 - 4:00 Ladies Event at Carlos Winery

(Ticket Needed)

2:00 - 4:15 Business Session (Closed)
**Traveling Cards will be checked**

5:00 - 6:15 Mass with Bishop Donald Kettler
6:45 - 9:00 Banquet (Doors open after mass)
9:00 - 11:00 Hospitality

Sunday, May 19, 2019
8:30 - 10:15 Breakfast & Closing Session 

(Open to All)
(Session Starts at 9:00)

10:30 Icon of Our Lady Help of Persecuted 
Christians Prayer Service 
(Open to All)

11:00 Check Out

Agenda is Subject to Change by State Deputy       
Check Updated Version When you Register at Hotel

2019 Supreme Convention
August 3-8, 2019 
Here In Minnesota

Co-Chairs Philip M. Harter, PSD 
and Craig Larson, PSD

In January, over 800 council, assembly, and 
state leaders received an eight page newsletter 
about the 137th Supreme Convention that will 
be in Minnesota this August.  This is a major 
undertaking for our state and will require the 
assistance of all councils and members in Min-
nesota.  Leaders, DO NOT let this information 
gather dust on your desk SHARE IT with your 
members.  USE this once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity to REVITALIZE YOUR COUNCIL!
Encourage your members to: 
¨ Volunteer to help on Signup Genius on 

mnknights.org
¨ Make a tax deductible contribution to the 

Foundation for the Convention
¨ Ask their employers and business in your area 

to: 
· Purchase an ad in the convention booklet
· Contribute product as a gift for registration 

or the ladies luncheon
· Donate to help defray the cost of hosting this 

convention
Check out the Convention section on 
mnknights.org for updates and more opportu-
nities to get involved.

Building the Domestic Church: 
The Family Fully Alive

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/ 
Find links to ideas on how to grow your faith as a 
family, family volunteering and project ideas, and 

ideas that your council can use to promote 
fraternity amongst its members and possibly 

attract new families to the Knights of Columbus.

JUST ANNOUNCED!!!
All Knights, families and friends are invited to join 
hundreds of delegates to the 137th Supreme Con-
vention at TARGET FIELD on Sunday, August 4th 
at 1:10 p.m. for the Minnesota Twins and Kansas 
City Royals game.
We have tickets in four different price ranges 

that can be ordered online at 
https://groupmatics.events/event/137thsupreme  

Order deadline is July 14th.
Due to very high demand, seating is limited and 

available only on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.

Game date and time are subject to change.  
No refunds or exchanges.

If your council would like 20 tickets or more, 
contact Brian Bessler with the Twins at      

612-659-4083 
brianbessler@twinsbaseball.com

Be sure to let him know you are with 
the Knights of Columbus.

Online Membership
All of us know someone who thinks  
highly of the Knights of Columbus, and 
plans to join someday, but isn’t ready to 
commit to a council and all that entails.

Now we have a perfect option for him.
He can become an online member and 
have access to many of our fraternal bene-
fits, learn more about the Order, help with 
our charitable giving through his dues, 
and help out with council activities as he 
looks for the council that is the right fit 
for him.

Join today!
Visit KofC.org/JoinUs

2019 Minnesota Knights of 
Columbus State Convention 

Lake Darling will be the scene in 2019
Come to God's country — Alexandria, Minneso-
ta — for the 2019 MN KofC State Convention 
on May 17, 18, and 19, 2019. The convention 
will be held at Arrowwood Resort and Confer-
ence Center, located on the shore of Lake Dar-
ling. Arrowwood will give a special room rate 
for the week before and the week after the con-
vention if you would like to extend your stay.
There are many things to do at Arrowwood:
¨ Bring your boat to go fishing or just ride 

around the lake.
¨ If you don't have a boat, you can rent one 

there.
¨ There is a huge water park open Friday, Sat-

urday, and Sunday.
¨ The golf course is scenic and challenging.
¨ There is a putting course where we will have 

the Meet and Greet on Friday afternoon 
along with a putting tournament from 2:00 to 
5:00 p.m.

¨ There are also many wonderful shops in       
Alexandria for those who like to browse and 
shop.

Go to arrowwoodresort.com or call 866-386-
5263 to make your reservations for your 
room. Go to the State website and 
mnknights.org to make your meal reservations 
for the convention.
On Saturday, after lunch, the ladies activity      
participants will go to Carlos Creek Winery from 
1:30 to 4:00 p.m. While at the winery, they will 
enjoy a tour and narrative explaining the work-
ings of the vineyards, taste the wines of course, 
and be able to purchase their favorites. Space is 
limited to the first 100 registered ladies, and the 
cost is $22 per person. Register on the State 
website along with the meals.
Saturday Mass will be with Bishop Donald     
Kettler.  We will have an honor guard.  Both 
types of regalia will be welcomed.
We hope to see many of you at the State Con-
vention. Alexandria and Arrowwood Resort are 
great places to visit and enjoy. 

Convention Chairman John Leesch
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From the 
Secretary’s Desk     

State Secretary Dave Whatmuff     
statesecretary@mnknights.org

(763) 772-2997  
The Gospel reading this morning, 
as, I write this, described the 
temptations of Jesus during his 40 days in the 
desert.  Father pointed out how these temptations 
can be compared to temptations in our lives: the 
first temptation of turning the stones to bread il-
lustrates our own concentration on the physical 
things of life rather than the spiritual; the second 
temptation of offering Jesus all the kingdoms of 
the world if he would worship Satan illustrates 
our need for the esteem of others; and the third 
temptation of tempting Jesus to throw himself 
from the roof of the temple to be saved by angels 
illustrates how we may want our lives to be run 
according to our wishes, not those of God.
But Jesus proclaims that we do not survive on 
physical nourishment alone nor should we crave 
human praise and status, but God alone is the 
center of life and worthy of adoration.
In this vein, our new direction, whilst still includ-
ing Fish Fries, Pancake Breakfasts, and Works of 
Charity, should be faith-based.  Our new Faith in 
Action program model calls men to be men of 
faith, not just men of action, with new programs 
of Consecration to the Holy Family, Family Pray-
er Night, Good Friday Family Promotion, Spiritu-
al Reflection Program, Holy Hour, and Sacra-
mental Gifts … all designed to deepen our spir-
itual life, and attract new members to the Order. 
These programs need to be open to all parish 
members, not just Brother Knights, but we should 
be ready to provide information to prospects at 
these events.  The Prospect Landing Page is a tool 
provided by Supreme to aid in this effort.  If you 
need details on this please contact me or any State 
Officer.  
Vivat Jesus!

Memoriam
Please pray for our deceased Brother 
Knights and their families

We publish them monthly in our online edition
Report deceased member names to Fraternalism 

Director Randy Lindstrom 
at mnkcfc@gmail.com

609 25th Ave SW
Willmar, MN 56201

Include the deceased Brother Knight’s name, 
date of death, council number, town, next of kin, 

and if he was a former DD, State Officer, etc.  
Remember, the council FS needs to file a 

Form 100 informing Supreme of his death.

REMINDER: 
All checks sent to the Minnesota Knights of 

Columbus should be made payable to:
Minnesota Knights of Columbus 

On the memo line, please list 
what the check is for.  Thank you!

Online Membership
KofC.org/JoinUs

Great option for those gentlemen 
who want to help out with the big 
picture and learn more about us 

and for those who aren’t ready yet 
to join a local council.

The perfect answer to, “I don’t have 
the time to join right now.”

Most indicate the number of the 
council they would like to join.  

When they transfer to that council 
and take their 1st Degree, they count 

as a new member for that council.
For more information, 

Contact IPSD Bob Penas     
(320) 327-2122    

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

How Do You 
Live Your 

“Faith in Action?”
State Program Director 

Joe George  
programdirector@mnknights.org    

(651) 253-3112   
Faith in Action isn’t just our new program mod-
el.  If you think about it, everything you do can 
be your Faith in Action.  How about that time 
you helped your neighbor dig out after a big 
snowstorm?  Lord knows we’ve had plenty of 
those opportunities this winter.  How about visit-
ing a friend or family member in the hospital?  
Anything you help with at Mass certainly is liv-
ing your Faith in Action - Eucharist minister, 
lector, usher. I myself am an altar server with my 
3 boys.  I am very proud to be at the Altar with 
them, living out our Faith.  Just think back to 
how it must have been for Fr. McGivney.  Faith 
in Action is how this Order was started. 
By now all your program entries have been sub-
mitted.  One last thing to mention is Scrapbooks. 
If your council is putting together a scrapbook to 
be judged at the State Convention, there are a 
few things to keep in mind.  First, all scrapbooks 
need to be books.  Please do not bring computer 
picture shows, slide shows, or scrapbooks that 
have multiple years in them.  What we want to 
see is a scrapbook with pictures, newspaper arti-
cles, and short descriptions of the projects for the 
2018-2019 year only.  Secondly, they will be 
judged between breakfast and the opening ses-
sion on Saturday morning.  Please turn them in 
when you register on Friday night or first thing 
on Saturday morning.  If they are not here by the 
time we start judging, they won’t be counted.  
That is the only way to keep it fair for all coun-
cils.
As a reminder, make sure that your council is 
Youth Protection trained and you have submitted 
your 365 with names entered for Grand Knight, 
Program Director, Family Director, and Commu-
nity Director.  These are the positions that need 
to be youth protection trained and the Family 
Director and Community Director need back-
ground checks, as well.

Thanks for all you do for the Knights. 
If you have any questions about Programs, 

Faith in Action, or Youth Protection,
please feel free to contact me.

God Bless
Remember- “See a need, Fill a need.”

Vivat Jesus!
The Latest 

Exemplification Schedule can 
be found at mnknights.org

Use the pull-down menu for “About” 
and choose “Exemplifications” 

Click on “Events” or “Calendar” to view 
upcoming degrees 

OR download a copy of the degree 
schedule, schedule a degree using the 

online form, or find out more about the 
next 4th Degree Exemplification

Every Council Activity is an 
Opportunity to Invite Other Men 
to Join Us in Doing God’s Work 
Here on Earth ~ Grow the Order!

Date NE NW SE SW S      
Metro

N      
Metro West

April 2019 44 13 33 25 55 58 38
May 2019 44 10 33 24 55 52 38
June 2019 1 10 32 24 34 52 17
July 2019 1 10 32 23 34 59 17
Aug. 2019 3 9 31 23 34 59 17
Sep. 2019 3 9 31 22 30 63 16
Oct. 2019 4 8 31 22 30 63 16
Nov. 2019 4 8 29 21 30 63 16
Dec. 2019 5 60 29 21 57 42 14
Jan. 2020 5 60 28 21 57 42 14
Feb. 2020 6 61 28 20 64 43 2
Mar. 2020 6 61 27 20 64 43 2
April 2020 6 11 27 20 64 41 40
May 2020 7 11 26 18 62 41 40
June 2020 7 11 26 18 62 41 40

Marian Prayer Program
Our Lady Help of Persecuted 

Christians Icon
www.kofc.org/marianprogram 

The English and Spanish prayer books and prayer 
cards are in carrying cases along with the icon.  Please 
ensure that the Marian Icon with both the English and 
Spanish materials proceeds on schedule to permit all 
districts to participate adequately in this wonderful 
program.  
Participants are encouraged to keep the prayer cards; 
however, the prayer books are to remain with the icon.  
Remember to enter the appropriate information in the 
log book.  Thank you.   
Please monitor the prayer card supplies, and let me 
know before the supply is extremely low.

For questions, comments, or additional supplies, 
please contact Marian Hour of Prayer 

Chairman Orville Fillbrandt
(612) 751-2943 or Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Retention Relates to Every 
Member and Their Family

Councils, are you following the correct steps relating 
to retaining members?  The financial secretary has 
been instructed on the guidelines for collecting the 
dues owed by a member and what to do when a mem-
bers doesn't pay the dues.  
We ask councils to make every effort to retain the 
members who haven't paid dues.  This includes the 
important step of personally contacting the members 
to visit with them about their situation.  Are they hav-
ing financial issues, or medical issues, or just not able 
to spare the dues amount and are choosing to drop for 
that reason?  Remember our 1st principle of Charity.  
If any of these situations exist, definitely waive their 
dues, and even offer to help them get back on their 
feet.  If the member is past due for a few years, and 
now, after you talked with him, is willing to stay and 
start paying again, only collect the current years dues 
and waive the rest.  
When you go to the member’s home and are visiting 
with the him and his wife, yes, always include his 
wife, as this is a family organization, take along the 
"Knights of Columbus Member Benefits" pamphlet to 
remind them of all the benefits he receives just for 
paying his dues.  Point out the information about the 
Accidental Death Benefit for the member and his wife.  
Also bring along a list of the events and activities that 
your council has during the year, so they can see how 
active the council is, and they can think about the     
areas they would like to be involved in.  
If he says, "I don't have time," ask him to start out by 
giving just a few hour a year to a project that interests 
him, or ask if he can pray for the council, the priests, 
the bishops, and Pope Francis.  Surely he can make 
time to do that for the Knights.  We always want to 
keep our discussions upbeat, and use positive               
comments and ideas when talking to these families.  
We have always been told, and it is still true now,     
retention starts the day they join.       
You can call me at 320-267-1485 to have a conversa-
tion about any of the items I mentioned in this article.  
Vivat Jesus! 

State Retention Chairman Mark Glatzel  
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Collect Pop Tabs 
to Help the 
MN Ronald 

McDonald Houses
Þ Collect tabs 
Þ Bring them to the 2019 State 

Convention
Þ Council with the highest weight 

per member wins
Þ Benefit MN Ronald McDonald Houses
Þ Help families who need these services 

in Minnesota

When ordering wheelchairs 
or turning in funds to buy 
wheelchairs, please use 
the form found in every 

online Knightly News edi-
tion.  This form can also be found on 
the State Website at mnknights.org

Minnesota Star Councils
This last few months, the officers have been visit-
ing the councils that obtained their STAR council 
status. We had 15.  Probably could have had a few 
more, but the youth protection compliance piece 
wasn’t completed, and they were disquali-
fied. Let’s make sure this doesn’t happen this 
year.
Last month, I had 
the opportunity to 
once again visit 
St. Joseph’s 
Council 9905 in 
Lino Lakes in my 
role as a state of-
ficer. Okay, this 
is also my home 
council, but out of 
the 13 years since 
it was reactivated, 
Council 9905 ob-
tained the STAR 
council award 12 
times (and that one time they didn’t receive it was 
because of a mix-up with the paperwork).  That is 
twelve (12) times, with number 13 being wrapped 
up this month. Why can this council do it year 
after year and other councils don’t even try?
That’s the keyword — TRY. For this council, it is 
an expectation that they will obtain it.  Starting 
July 1st of every year, they set their sights of get-
ting ‘er done!  Their field agent is in on the plan, 
and so is their pastor.  More importantly, members 
of their council know the plan. Their calendar is 
set up, degrees are planned in advance, and they 
plan on two membership drives a year in addition 
to having someone out working the crowd during 
their breakfasts and fish fries and other 
events. The parish has a men’s group, as well.  
Many of the men just need to decide what shirt 
they are wearing for what event (their men’s group 
or KofC shirt), as over half belong to both 
groups. They work side by side.  They are willing 
to try new events, to step in when needed, and to 
be an active part of the parish community.
We have over 100 councils that haven’t recruited 
even one member this year.  Do you think they are 
growing?  Are they a force in their parish commu-
nity?  The old guys, the old reliables, are getting 
older.  Sooner or later they will die off.  Who will 
run the council then?  Or will the council just 
die? Council 9905 did die once; it became inac-
tive.  But with the right leadership, the right atti-
tude, and because they just tried, they were reac-
tivated and reinvigorated.  Success breeds success, 
and the rest is history.
Thank you to all 15 councils who achieved Star 
Council last year. I’m hoping for better results 
this year.  Will I be visiting your council later this 
year to present a STAR Council plaque?  There is 
still time. 

Marc Peters

25th Annual Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus 

Family Camping Weekend
The weekend will be held at Brookside Campground 

near Blooming Prairie, MN August 23 - 25
All Knights and their families are invited to attend

The weekend begins on Friday evening and includes 
prayer time, games, and time for fun and visiting

Brookside has many things to offer a family
You can just relax and visit 

or enjoy the amenities offered by the campground
For information, contact Roger and Deanna Coudron 

at 507-532-6766 or deanna@coudron.com
You can also look up Brookside on the internet at 

www.campatbrookside.com 
or call them 507-583-2979

If you wish to reserve a campsite, you can call or 
email the campground and ask for sites reserved by 

the Knights of Columbus  
The sites will be held until August 1, 2019  

We would appreciate it if you also 
contact Roger and Deanna by 

phone or email to register with the 
Knights of Columbus, 

so we can plan for the catered meal

Membership Along 
With Faith in Action
State Membership Director Jesse 

Kosloski
membershipdirector@mnknights.org     

jesse.kosloski@gmail.com
(218) 330-5648

April is finally here!  I hope many councils are at or 
close to STAR level.  Once your council has reached 
STAR, let’s shoot for DOUBLE STAR!  Let’s keep 
Growing the Order.  We need every available Catholic 
gentleman to achieve Father McGivney's Mission!
Along with Membership, we need our Faith in Action.  
Have you ever sat down and listed everything you do 
for Faith in Action?  Here is my list:
Faith - Eucharistic Minister, Sacristan, Greeter, Usher, 
Setup and Audio for the Music Ministry, State Member-
ship Director, Faithful Admiral, District Deputy, Finan-
cial Secretary, taking Grand Knight July 2019, 4th De-
gree Exemplification Team Member, State Audio Visual 
Team Member, 4th Degree Honor Guard
Community - Eagle Scout, Watch D.O.G.S (Dad's of 
Great Student's) Program, Fort St. Charles Trustee, On-
site Volunteer Leader for Raffles & Silent Auction for 
the October Brains Together for a Cure Walk in Roches-
ter, MN, Navy Veteran, Frozen Fore Volunteer, First 
Responder, St Francis School Marathon Escort
Family - Proud parent of 4 Children and 2 Foster Chil-
dren, Uncle to 28 Nieces and Nephews, 7 Great Nieces 
and Nephews, Happily Married to wife Gina
Life - Over 2 gallons of blood donated to date, regis-
tered Organ Donor, KofC Insurance Member
As you can see, I have many things I am fortunate 
enough to list.  Many of these have sprouted from me 
being involved with the Knights of Columbus!  Many 
others have allowed me to share my faith and infor-
mation about the Knights of Columbus, which has 
helped me be successful in bringing new members into 
the Order.  My challenge to you is to reflect on your 
Faith in Action and use it and your talents to do good 
works and help GROW THE ORDER.  
Vivat Jesus!

Fraternal Benefits
State Warden Bou Gazley    

statewarden@mnknights.org     
(507) 259-7851

Let’s talk a little about suspen-
sions…  Now wait, before you 
stop reading, give me a        
moment and hear me out…  Before I get to 
talking about the role suspensions play, let me 
first talk about an unfortunate event that oc-
curred at the end of February.  Iowa was hold-
ing a conference for all of their college coun-
cils in Des Moines.  They had a great week-
end, and it was time to head for home.  Two of 
these attendees were students at the University 
of Northern Iowa.  One was the grand knight 
and the other was a district deputy.  They hit a 
patch of ice on their way back to college and 
were both killed in a tragic car accident.  
These were two Brother Knights, one of which 
I later found out was from only a few miles 
from my home in Minnesota.  
This got me thinking about the benefits that 
each of us receives when we join the Knights 
of Columbus.  One of these very important 
benefits is an accidental life insurance plan.  
This will be paid to each of the families of 
these young men.  But what happens if one of 
these men would have been suspended by their 
council and their family did not know it?  
Think about the devastating conversation this 
would be with the insurance agent?  
While there is certainly a time for suspensions, 
there is a set process in place to protect the 
member and the council.  This process in-
cludes doing everything possible to contact the 
member.  This is NOT just an email.  Phone 
calls need to be made, personal contact at-
tempted.  Yes, go knock on the member’s 
door!  We never know why they are unable to 
pay their dues unless we talk to them!  
Let’s go back to the young men who could 
have an accidental death claim.  What if they 
were suspended by a council who did not fol-
low the correct procedure, including contact-
ing the member?  Could the family have a 
claim if it was determined that all procedures 
were not followed?  Possibly.
This unfortunate incident got me thinking 
about the fraternal benefits we each have but 
may not take an advantage of or even know 
we have in the first place.  These are serious 
benefits, and we owe it to each of our mem-
bers to make sure we do our due diligence in 
the suspension process.  We need to make sure 
we follow the procedures put in place to pro-
tect our members.  
Lastly, many of our members may be too 
proud to tell you of their personal health, fi-
nancial, or family issues that have led them to 
not paying their dues…  You MUST speak to 
these men and not just suspend them because 
they did not reply to your email.  If you have 
any questions about fraternal benefits, reach 
out to your insurance field agent or general 
agent!  They are here to help!

RUN THIS IN YOUR PARISH BULLETIN:
The Knights of Columbus is a trusted name, 
tried by �me, present where men are, 
providing inspiring resources and support for 
strengthening your faith and living a life of 
virtue.
Knights lead with faith.  Knights protect our 
families.  Knights serve those in need.
When the world says men should step aside, 
Knights of Columbus step up.
We are Catholic men.  We live by principles 
informed by faith.  We are sons, fathers, 
husbands, and grandfathers.  Join us on life’s 
greatest adventure to discover the man God 
calls you to be.

BECOME A KNIGHT — KofC.org/JoinUs



Helpful Council Resources 
Download on the Supreme 

website at kofc.org 
OR

Order from Supplies Online
¨ Leadership Resources (5093)
¨ Surge with Service (962)
¨ Grand Knight’s Guide (5085)
¨ District Deputy’s Guide (5087)
¨ Financial Secretary’s Guide (5089)
¨ Chaplain’s Handbook (945)
¨ Fraternal Leader Success Planner (5033)
¨ Protocol Handbook (1612)
¨ Summary of FS Responsibilities (10238)
¨ Charter, Constitution, and Laws
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Master’s Memo
District Master Brad Jacobs 

master@mnknights.org     
H: (763) 477-4410  
C: (763) 355-4312

April is here and maybe Spring has 
Sprung?  After the brutal past few 
months, we’re due for some nicer days.  It’s a 
blessed month as we celebrate the Resurrection of 
our Savior.  Hopefully, your Lenten journey helped 
you develop a closer relationship with our Lord and 
our precious Catholic faith. 
Typically, the Spring Exemplification would be this 
month, but as you know, it’s later than usual this 
year and is taking place on May 4th.  I’ve been men-
tioning this, but it bears repeating — this Exemplifi-
cation in Bloomington is going to be something spe-
cial.  The venue is beautiful and elegant, the location 
lends itself to many activities in the area, and the 
Bloomington Meagher Assembly has been working 
very hard with me to ensure that we have a great 
weekend.  The whole weekend will be for naught, 
however, if we don’t get many of 3rd Degree 
Knights to take the vital step in joining our ranks as 
4th Degree Sir Knights. 
Maybe some of you aren’t currently 4th Degree?  If 
not, why not?  I am challenging the district deputies, 
as well as grand knights and council officers, to ask 
your Brother Knights to join us.  I’m challenging all 
Sir Knights to go to your council meetings, bring up 
the 4th Degree Spring Exemplification, and have 
Form 4’s ready.  There’s still time to ask a Brother 
Knight and get the paperwork in.
When the 4th Degree was founded, it was to be the 
“visible arm” of the Knights of Columbus.  That 
remains the case today.  Not only are we called to be 
the visible arm of the Knights, we are also making 
an extra commitment to promote all that the Knights 
of Columbus stands for — especially the defense of 
our Church and our clergy.  That’s why we join the 
4th Degree.  It’s that extra commitment to exemplify 
all the Order stands for in a very real and visible 
way.  We need your help to accomplish our mission 
of showing the public who we are and what we do. 
All of the assemblies in the state have the pertinent 
information, and it’s also easily found on the 
mnknights.org website under the 4th Degree tab. 
Please don’t wait.  Get the information, and fill 
out that Form 4 to join us this spring and strengthen 
our ranks.  Never has your membership in the 4th 
Degree been more urgent!
Vivat Jesus!

Live Your Faith!
Immediate Past State Deputy 

Bob Penas    
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com     

(320) 327-2122 
Everything we say and do, and   
everything we do not say and do 
not do, speaks volumes to those around us!  I am 
many things — a husband, a father, a Catholic, and 
a Knight of Columbus — but I am one man and 
therefore my many parts make me one complete 
being.  I cannot compartmentalize these into neat 
little separate parts of my life.  Wasn’t it Popeye 
who said, “I am what I am!”?
I do not say, “I’ll give blood as a good American, 
help at Special Olympics Bowling as a good Knight, 
and help with the ministries at Church as a good 
Catholic.”  No, everything I do, I do as a Knight of 
Columbus, as a Catholic, as an American, and as a 
man.  And when I do each of these things, it is my 
Faith in Action.  I could not do all the things I do 
without the grace of God, the gifts of the Holy Spir-
it, and the support of those around me!
The Knights of Columbus is strong because it is 
made up of men who are strong in their faith, strong 
in their convictions, and stronger by working to-
gether.  It is not just about meetings, although those 
are important, too.  It is about what we attempt and 
accomplish together.  It is about how we support 
and strengthen one another and the world we are 
part of.  It is about helping others, strengthening our 
faith, improving our relationships with God and oth-
ers, defending our values, and making the world a 
better place.

We are not just called to believe, 
but to put our Faith in Action!  
We are called to live our faith!  

Vivat Jesus!

Continue to mentor your 
newest members.  

Invite them to share their ideas. 
Hold programs that interest them, 

and invite them to help out.
Invite prospective members to 

help out on projects, too.
Let them see that we are the people they 

want to be with who are doing the 
projects they want to be part of.

Action Shots Needed:
As the state council prepares to host the          
Supreme Convention next year in Minne-
apolis, we need some Minnesota Council 
photos of Knights in Action. 
For example, Matt Birk helping a student 
try on a new coat, or someone flipping 
some pancakes, or highway clean up.  
These are action shots.  We can’t use a 
bunch of guys around a check.

Please send them to statedeputy
@mnknights.org

Include your council or  assembly number. 
Marc Peters

Supreme Hotline for FS Help
They can help an FS with any questions 

regarding Member Management 
or Member Billing 

Hotline Number 
(203) 752-4210

Email: ExpertFS@KofC.org

Programs Equal 
Actions Evangelizing

Let’s face it, brothers.  There is not a Knight 
of Columbus alive who joined the Order so 
he could come to a meeting every month and 
discuss the size of the sausages to serve at 
the next pancake breakfast.  
They join to help needy kids, help paint the 
rectory, collect and deliver food for the     
hungry, encourage young people to live their 
faith, and to grow in their own faith.  They 
join to put Catholic social teaching into 
practice with other men like themselves.  
They join to DO stuff!

Let your programs, your activities, and 
your ACTIONS evangelize!  

Be not afraid, open the doors to Christ, 
and invite other men to join us 

as we Grow the Order!  
What better time to do that then when they 
are at one of our events with their family?

Thank You!
I wish to thank my Brother Knights & families for 
the prayers, Masses said, cards sent, calls of support 
and encouragement, and visits to the hospital during 
my recent, and unexpected, open heart surgery while 
at Abbott Northwestern Hospital. I needed to have 
my mitral valve replaced. Both Linda and I, along 
with our daughters, felt your warmth and concern for 
us. It was appreciated more than you know. I am 
presently in cardiac rehab and looking forward to a 
full recovery. We’ll see you at future KofC 
events. God Bless You for all you do and again, 
THANK YOU!

Greg van der Hagen
Administrative Assistant

Choose Life Minnesota is an organization trying to 
make specialty license plates available in Minneso-
ta.  Sales of these license plates would help fund 
efforts of life affirming pregnancy centers to meet 
the material needs of a birth mom who is making an 
adoption plan.
Russ and Jill Amerling, two of the original members 
of the Florida Choose Life team, have dedicated 
their lives to this mission and have spent the last 22 
years helping states in our country do the same.  
You can learn more about these national efforts at 
www.choose-life.org. Currently, 32 states have 
Choose Life license plates available.

Take a STAND for Life!
Treasurer Julie Jacobs
1405 3rd St N ~ Sartell MN 56377
julie.cmc7@yahoo.com ~ 320-291-2901

2019 KofC State Softball 
Tournament

August 24th & 25th 
in Faribault

5 Game Guaranteed
Double Elimination

Mark your calendars and make plans to 
attend this fun tournament!

It’s not too early to start putting 
your teams together!

Online Membership
KofC.org/JoinUs
The perfect answer to, 

“I don’t have the time to join right now.”

Remember to GTO:
Every Council Activity is an 
Opportunity to Invite Other 

Men to Join Us in Doing 
God’s Work Here on Earth
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Auxiliary Corner
Be sure to register for the Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary 
49th State Convention.  It will be held 
April 27, 2019 at St. Patrick’s Church 
Shieldsville, 7525 Dodd Rd, Faribault, 
MN 55021.

Early Registration Fee: $20.00/person 
Late Registration Fee: $30.00/person 

(Late if postmarked after April 10, 2019)
Send Completed Registration to:

Beth Dust Treasurer MN K of C Auxiliary 
5601 Nevada Ave N
Crystal, MN 55428
bedust@msn.com

636-697-6124
During this Lenten season, we are experiencing so 
many sins in our body of Christ. Same gender mar-
riage is one topic which creates so much confusion, 
and division, not to mention it is contrary to Church 
teaching.
With Divine Mercy around the corner, remember that 
Jesus is Mercy, who is Love for everyone. We need to 
continue dialogue, listen, pray, and be forgiving and 
merciful. As Auxiliary members, we should be coura-
geous and say publicly that the Church teaches 
truth. Continue to pray for purity, and know holiness 
is attainable for everyone. Mercy, after all, is being 
compliant to God and sharing His truthful teachings, 
not changing them to fit the beliefs of secular society.
Mary, Pray for us! 

Use KC Napkins 
at Council Events 
Cases of 5400 napkins $135 

and Packages of 600 for $20 (plus shipping) 
Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder 

(320) 485-4448   schoenfelderkk@tds.net

St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member or 

friend serving in the military?  
You can request a St. Michael Medal 

to be sent to them from our State Chaplain.
There is no cost to you or the military service person.  
The military person does not need to be a man, a 
Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in the military, their rank, 
branch of service, and address to State Chaplain Fr. 
Jeff, and he will send the medal (and a prayer book if 
requested) directly to the serviceman/woman.  

Please email your requests to: 
statechaplain@mnknights.org 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families 
are very important to our military men and women.  

Continue to pray for them and their safety. 

Student Loan Placemats & Loans
Placemats can be purchased for $57 ($40 per box plus 
$17 postage).
Remember, we are maintaining our 3.5% interest rates 
and all loans are $2500 each. 
Loans for fall are being processed.  Please contact 
Michael Daly in Belle Plaine for an application at 
(952) 873-2213 or email daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Check Our Supreme’s Webinars!!!
Join your Brother Knights from across the Order and 
attend our next Fraternal Mission Training Webinar.  
Learn more about attracting and retaining members 
through charitable outreach, fraternal benefits, and 
being involved in the sacramental life of our Church.

Join us live or ANYTIME On-Demand, 
as they will be recorded

Check out past webinars, like:
¨ Recruiting - Finding Members Where They Are! 
¨ Building Mission Through Your Parish
¨ Linking Your Council Programs to our Founder
¨ Programming Membership 
¨ And many more

Visit http://www.kofc.org/en/members/
resources/membership-webinar.html and 

scroll down to On Demand Webinar Portal
If you have questions, contact Vice President of Fra-
ternal  Education, Training, and Ceremonials Gary 
Nolan at gary.nolan@kofc.org or call 2013-752-4270 
and select option #3.

The last webinar was for ALL COUNCIL 
OFFICERS!!! If you missed it, go online, 

and watch it now!!!

Minnesota KC Student 
Loan Fund

For a Loan Application, Contact 
Brother Knight Mike Daly

(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Please send your council project photos and 
information to Administrative Assistant 

Greg van der Hagen at glvdh@mchsi.com
to place on the State website

Also send them to newsletter editor Bob Penas at 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com 
to put in future State newsletters 

AND promote these projects in your local 
community as you Grow the Order 

and invite others to join in the 
good works that you are doing

Safe Environment Program & 
Star Council Requirements

To be eligible, councils must be fully compliant with 
applicable safe environment requirements.  For more 
information on the Knights of Columbus Safe Envi-
ronment Program, please visit kofc.org/safe.  

Questions regarding this award policy may be 
directed to the Fraternal Mission Department at 
203-752-4270 or fraternalmission@kofc.org.  

Questions regarding safe environment 
program compliance of state or local Knights of 

Columbus councils may be directed to the 
Office of Youth Protection at 203-800-4940 

State Knights 
of Columbus 
Bowling Tournament 

Spring of 2019 in New Ulm
Concordia Lanes

April 6th & 7th And April 13 & 14th
Details are on the State website at 

mnknights.org
We are looking for host 

councils for the 2020 and 2021 events  
16 lanes minimum is needed  

For more information on hosting a 
tournament, please contact 
State Bowling President 

Chuck Loso  (320) 220-2690 or 
cmloso@charter.net

We are also looking for some new 
blood on the board to assist in making 

this a better tournament.  
We only meet twice a year, so it is not 

a demanding committee to be on.  
If you have any ideas, 

please bring them forward.

Join the Minneapolis Area 
Knights of Columbus Male Chorus!

The Minneapolis Area Knights of Columbus Male 
Chorus was founded in 1957.  Membership is open to 
men 18 years of age, who are a practicing Catholic with 
a love of singing (which is a form of prayer).  
Practices are for 2 hours on Monday evenings 7-9 p.m. 
at St Joseph's Church 36th & Boone Avenue North, 
New Hope, MN.

Contact Jerry Simcoe 
H: (763) 315-0657 C: (763) 537-1492 or 

Dick Synstelien 
H: (763) 493-5219 C: (493) 772-6698

The chorus is under the direction of Deacon Bruce 
Bowen and accompanied by Matt Sieberg.

Family of the Month 
One of the Easiest Programs Your Council Can 

Run * 100 Awardees Drawn by Supreme Monthly
Congratulations to these Minnesota Families drawn as 

winners in Supreme’s February Drawing
The Ramon Garcia Degullado Family 

of Anoka Council 2018 
The John Kovach Family

of Bloomington Council 3827 
Form 1993A on Supreme’s website at kofc.org can be 
completed online or mailed in to honor your council’s 
families and show them their dedication and the ex-
ample they set is greatly appreciated.  

Choose a Family of the Year, too!
Use this as an SP-7 Council or Family Program.

Knight of the Month!
What a great way to honor those gentlemen who 

step up and give more. 
Choose a Knight of the Year, too.  

Minnesota State 
Student Loan Program

Continuing Father 
McGivney’s Legacy

Last year the Minnesota Student Loan 
Program provided 174 loans to students 
from all parts of the snowy state of 
Minnesota.  While this is considerable, 
we want more: 
¨ More opportunities to provide help 

to those in need of financial assis-
tance.  

¨ More participation from ALL 
Councils throughout the State.  

¨ And finally, more donations from 
individuals and councils.

What I am asking you all to do is find 
out from your council how many stu-
dents in your area are taking advantage 
of this program?  Some areas in the 
state have rich traditions of participa-
tion while others seem to ignore this 
opportunity.  Some councils have not 
donated in years, but have area students 
receiving loans.
We, on YOUR Student Loan Board, are 
attempting to provide more opportuni-
ties through the program but are limited 
financially by what we receive in dona-
tions.
As Brother Knights, I ask you to re-
member our mission and the Legacy of 
the Venerable Father McGivney.  Is 
there anything we do that is more im-
portant than supporting the future of 
our children?  Discuss this with YOUR 
council at the next meeting.
If you have questions, please give me 
or another board member a call!

Patrick Conn 
MN KofC Student Loan Chair 
patrick.conn@kofc.org
763-286-7409
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The Supreme Council is always look-
ing for outstanding council programs
that can serve as examples - for other councils and 
for prospective Knights - of the good that a commit-
ted group of Catholic men can accomplish.  An 
"after action" report - complete with good action 
photos is always appreciated.  What's even better, 
though, is if we know about the program before it 
happens.  With this knowledge, Supreme can as-
sist in several ways, such as:
Þ arranging to capture professional photos or vid-

eo of the program that might be used in Colum-
bia or Knightline, on kofc.org, or in future video 
productions.

Þ helping to publicize the program among the 
general public and/or local media.

Þ offering insight into how to best leverage the 
program as a membership recruitment oppor-
tunity.

In addition to programs, they'd also like to know 
about outstanding Knights.  The Supreme Commu-
nications Team, is creating a series of short videos 
featuring outstanding Knights of Columbus, to 
showcase the Order as an organization that Catholic 
men would want to be a part of.  Think of members 
who might have a uniquely inspiring story to tell, 
and Supreme might be able to provide the venue 
through which they can tell it.
Supreme may not be able to spotlight every program 
or every member you identify for us, but working 
together, we can highlight the good things happen-
ing every day throughout the Order, and help the 
Order to grow.  Vivat Jesus!

Remember to File ALL 
Your Council Forms!!!

Forms 185 and 365 ensure that the 
information you need gets to your 

council, and Form 1295 is critical to the 
health and well-being of your council!

On Par for Star  
Do you have enough programs?  

Need new ideas?  
Contact your District Deputy, 
one of our Program Chairmen, 

or State Program Director 
Joe George. 

Do you have a First Degree scheduled for each 
month, so when you have a prospective member, 
you can tell him when the degree will be held?  

He shouldn’t have to wait long. 
We want him to feel welcome and wanted.

Need help with recruitment?  
Contact your District Deputy, your Field Agent, 
or State Membership Director Jesse Kosloski.

They will be glad to assist you.  
Your success is their first priority.

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!  
You may be amazed by what you and your 

council can accomplish as you open the doors 
to Christ and continue to Grow the Order!  

Vivat Jesus!

Order Your Kiosk Today!
Ask Father if he would like one in 

the gathering area or church library.

Use these books for study groups 
for your council or for your parish!

What a great way to let the world 
know what the 

Knights of Columbus is all about!

To Order, Log In to Knights Gear 
on Supreme’s website at kofc.org

Search for Kiosk
$150 each - includes 15 of each 

book and shipping is free

RUN THIS IN YOUR PARISH BULLETIN:

Lead With Faith
Protect Your Family

Serve Others
Defend Your Values

Become a Knight 

Join Us Today
KofC.org/JoinUs

Faith in Action
New Council Development 

Chairman Lloyd Cybart
lloyd.cybart@kofc.org     

(952) 686-7720
Faith in Action. What does 
that mean to you? For the 
Knights of Columbus, it is our plan to imple-
ment and create unique programs that help men 
live out their commitment to the Catholic faith 
and their desire to serve family, parish, and 
community.
On a personal level, I do this at my church as 
Eucharistic Minister and Lector. I support my 
local council and volunteer to bring in men 
who want to also live out their commitment to 
the Catholic faith. The Knights of Columbus is 
the perfect entity to promote this. 
What are you doing to live out your commit-
ment? What are we doing as an organization to 
live out our commitment?
We need to grow in order to do this, as our 
Worthy State Deputy says “GTO” — Grow 
The Order. We need to recruit and bring in 
men so they, too, can fulfill their commitment.
We also need new councils to bring in as many 
men as possible.  Now is a time that our faith is 
being attacked, as you’ve seen in the 
news. Kind of full circle from the reason we 
started, huh?
We need councils in every parish to serve 
THAT parish and THAT priest. We need to 
help all men and their families live out their 
commitment to our faith — the faith that every 
Catholic has pledged to at one time in their life.
If your parish does not have a council of their 
own, contact me, and we’ll get the ball roll-
ing. We’re here to serve, gentlemen — each 
other, our Priests, and our parishes.
Vivat Jesus!

MN Knights Foundation 
Update on the 2018-19 

State Raffle
MN KofC Foundation Treasurer Rick Morgan

rickmorgan53@gmail.com

We are on the home stretch on getting the tick-
ets and money sent in.  The deadline is May 
1st, and it has been that way for  several 
years.  The sooner your council gets their tick-
ets and money sent in, the sooner your council 
gets its 50% check sent back.  Please remember 
the following:

¨ Never staple the tickets to a check
¨ Bundle the raffle tickets separate from 

the checks. Remember  to have the coun-
cil number visible on the bottom of each 
ticket.

¨ Include a short statement of how many 
tickets and how much money you sent 
us. Don’t send cash, we prefer one coun-
cil check.

¨ We must have the tickets and money 
turned into our office by May 1, 2019 in 
order to give us time to process the tickets 
to be included in the State Raffle held dur-
ing the State KofC Convention.  This 
means no raffle tickets delivered at the 
State Convention!

¨ If your council participates in the MN 
KofC Foundation Raffle, which most  
councils do, remember to apply for our 
Matching Grants by using the application 
found on our State KofC Website.

Good luck with this year’s 
Raffle!  See you at the 

State Convention!

Thinking About Leaving
Or Know Someone Who Is?

Greetings Worthy Knights of Columbus members:
I am the state retention chairman, and as the name 
implies, I am asked to work with the state membership 
team to help retain members who are considering 
leaving the Order.  One way is to write articles about 
retention, so here is one for every member in the state.  
Are you thinking of dropping your membership in this 
great organization or know someone who is consider-
ing doing so?  I will offer some comments and sug-
gestions.  
If you want to drop your membership because you are 
having financial or medical issues, or just not able to 
spare the dues amount at this time, we can help.  The 
first principle of our Order is Charity, and we your 
Brother Knights in your council want to help you "get 
back on your feet."  We will waive your dues this year 
and offer to help your family in any way we can.  
Someone from the council should be calling you to 
ask if they can come out and visit with you about not 
being able to pay the dues, please accept their request 
and share with them your situation and know we are 
willing to help and keep it confidential if you want us 
to.  
Here are some of the benefits your family receives 
just for paying your dues when you can.  A member 
and his spouse qualify for an accidental death benefit.  
If either dies from an accident, the other will receive 
some financial assistance.  Along with this, the de-
ceased will be remembered daily at a mass in New 
Haven, CT.  Our insurance department offers free fi-
nancial planning assistance in a variety of areas.  You 
can also visit with the insurance field agent about all 
the other benefits they offer.  You will receive the Co-
lumbia magazine, the Knightly News state newsletter, 
the newsletter from your council, if they have one, as 
well as access to the Supreme KofC website.  Your 
family will be part of the largest Catholic organization 
in the world, founded by a priest who is in the process 
of being canonized a saint.  There are many programs 
your council and the State sponsor that your family 
can participate in.   There are scholarships and student 
loans available.  There is fraternal benefit coverage on 
unborn babies.  
If you feel you don't have time to participate in activi-
ties, we ask if you and your family will pray — pray 
for your council and the Order, pray for our priests, 
bishops, and Pope Francis.                          
So, there are many more reasons to stay a member of 
our great organization than there are to leave.  You 
can call me at 320-267-1485 to have a conversation 
about any of the items I mentioned in this article.   
Vivat Jesus!  

State Retention Chairman Mark Glatzel  
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East Central & NE MN
Joe Caouette, General Agent 
161 Main Ave W
Winsted, MN 55395 
Office: 320-485-2202
Joe.Caouette@kofc.org

Metro Area
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
Office: 952-686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org

Western & Southern MN
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield, MN 56087 
Office: 507-723-3360
David.Goedtke@kofc.org

Building a Culture of 
Life and Love

Life Director John Bowlin
saljohn67@q.com     (651) 483-1877

Our new Faith in Action program model now 
gives us four program categories; Faith, Fami-
ly, Life, and Community.  When I look at this 
model and think about our Ultrasound Initia-
tive, it says to me that, Faith in the Family
gives Life to the Community, God’s gift of life.  
Our faith is one of the essential tools we need 
to build a Culture of Life and Love, and anoth-
er great tool is our Ultrasound Initiative from 
Supreme.  The ultrasound machines have made 
a huge impact in our MN communities of pro-
life pregnancy care centers. This is where 
God’s love and mercy abound while countless 
lives of unborn children are being saved from 
abortion. We now have 33 ultrasound ma-
chines in place in MN Pregnancy Care Centers 
since Supreme’s ultrasound program inaugura-
tion in 2009.  Nationwide, there are over 1,000 
ultrasound machines in pregnancy care centers 
serving women. 

The following two MN Ultrasound Initiative 
campaigns are now complete and their UI doc-
uments were forwarded to our State Deputy
and then on to Supreme.  
Archdiocese-Mpls/SP
Lead Council St. Paul Nazareth #4021, 
UI Chairman Duane Sanocki, District #50  
Archdiocese-St. Cloud
Lead Council Morris #1527, 
UI Chairman Paul Rhoda, District #17
Great Job!  
Thank You for your Faith in Action!

Here is a list of Ultrasound Initiatives         
currently in progress throughout our state:
Archdiocese-Crookston
Lead Council Detriot Lakes #3166, 
UI Chairman Bill Quinn, District #12
Archdiocese-Crookston
Lead Council Nevis/LaPorte #15807, 
GK Joe Eisterhold, District #61
Archdiocese-Duluth
Lead Council Pine City #2357,
GK Tim Altier, District #1
Archdiocese-Duluth
Lead Council #TBD, District #04 
(Women’s PCC has main office in Duluth and 
a branch office in Superior, WI)
Archdiocese-Mpls/SP
Lead Council Belle Plaine #1503, 
GK Eric May, District #49
Archdiocese-Mpls/SP
Lead Council Anoka/Osseo #2018, 
UI Chairman Joe Soler, District 59

As Knights, we are proud to partner with those 
on the front lines, the prolife pregnancy care 
centers. Their work is challenging, but very 
fruitful, as a mother sees an ultrasound image 
of her baby, hears the heart beat, and chooses 
life.  These are joyful, life-changing moments, 
filled with hope. We will keep them in our 
prayers.  
If you have any questions or want to help with 
any of the above ultrasound campaigns, con-
tact me at saljohn67@q.com. We thank our 
district deputies and their councils for their 
Faith in Action and helping to build a Culture 
of Life and Love in our MN communities.            
Vivat Jesus!

“Father Wants You” 
Membership 

Campaign
To be held at least twice a year
1. Meet with your parish priest to ex-

plain the campaign you would like to 
run, to get his permission, and to in-
vite him to write his own letter of in-
vitation or have him approve a 
“Father Wants You” invitation letter 
(several samples were sent to all MN 
grand knights and district deputies).

2. Ask for permission to use the par-
ish membership roster or parish 
directory and a list of members who 
have joined the parish since it was 
published.

3. Compare this listing to your cur-
rent roster and create a list of those 
men who do not belong to your coun-
cil.

4. Form a team of council members 
who are active in the parish and know 
many of the parishioners

5. Have this team meet and highlight 
those men they know and would rec-
ommend for membership.

6. Have your parish priest look over 
the list of prospects, and see if he 
would like to add any other names to 
the list.

7. Schedule an open house to be at-
tended by Father, your field agent, 
your council officers, the team, coun-
cil members, prospective members, 
and the wives of these gentlemen.

8. Send out invitation letters to these 
prospective members.  Track who 
attends and who does not, so you can 
invite those who did not with a 
“Father Still Wants You” letter for the 
next open house.

9. Host an open house (ideas for this 
agenda were also sent out to GKs and 
DDs)

COMMUNITY
Make a powerful difference in your community. 
Help those less fortunate with the basic human 
needs of clothing, shelter, mobility, and com-
passion.

Coats for Kids (Featured)
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest
Disaster Preparedness
Free Throw Championship
Global Wheelchair Mission (Featured)
Habitat for Humanity (Featured)
Helping Hands (Required/New)
Soccer Challenge

FAITH
Grow in faith and build a strong parish and 
Church.  Aid priests and religious in formation, 
honor Mary, mother of God, and engage in seri-
ous spiritual reflections and religious education 
activities.

Building the Domestic Church Kiosk
Holy Hour (New)
Into the Breach
Marian Prayer Program: Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians
Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) (Featured)
Rosary Program
Sacramental Gifts (New)
Spiritual Reflection (Required/New)

FAMILY
Strengthen families through faith and service. 
Socialize and pray with other faith-filled Catho-
lic families through special events, religious 
services, and volunteer opportunities.

Consecration to the Holy Family (Required)
Family Fully Alive
Family of the Month/Year
Family Prayer Night (New)
Family Week
Food for Families (Featured)
Good Friday Family Promotion (New)
Keep Christ in Christmas (KCIC)

LIFE
Create a culture of life.  Assist pregnant women 
in need, care for the elderly, aid the handi-
capped, and empower those with special needs 
to realize their full potential.

Christian Refugee Relief
March for Life (Featured)
Mass for People with Special Needs (New)
Novena for Life (Required/New)
Pregnancy Center Support (New)
Silver Rose
Special Olympics (Featured)
Ultrasound (Featured)

Life Insurance Product Changes 
for the Knights! 

The Knights of Columbus recently reviewed our current policies and made 
some pretty significant changes to better serve our members. 
The Knights now have a “guaranteed issue” policy much like the ones 
you see a popular game show host hawking on TV. Our new policy is 
available for a death benefit of $10,000 from age 18 to 65 or $5,000 from 
ages 18 to 70. For legal reasons, I can’t talk about the price but feel free 
to compare us to other companies, contact your agent today because you 
don’t want to leave your family in jeopardy (see what I did there).
Our Survivorship Universal Life (2nd to Die) policy is still great, but we’ve 
made a few changes to that, as well. It used to be a minimum of $250,000 
coverage, but the KCs lowered that down to $100,000 protection and the 
age went from 75 to 80. This product is used for several reasons, but most 
commonly to leave a legacy (to children, church, or a charity), provide for 
a special needs child, or for estate planning to make sure estate taxes are 
provided for without selling the left behind assets. There are more uses 
for the product, and the Knights designed it for use by just about anyone. 
The Knights will be making more changes in the near future to better 
serve our members, call your field agent today for more information, espe-
cially if you’re in the 18-70 age range and have been denied insurance in 
the past. 

Ask a friend, family member, 
coworker, or acquaintance to 

join the Order today!  
Share the joys and benefits 

of our Brotherhood with other 
Catholic gentlemen!  GTO!

Go to: 
mnknights.org/2019-state-convention/

To Register for the 2019 State         
Convention

More Details Found 
on page 2


