
State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi
(507) 426-7125
statechaplain@mnkights.org 
Assoc. State Chaplain Fr. Gabriel Walz
(320) 429-8025
associatechaplain@mnknights.org 
State Deputy Robert Penas 
(320) 327-2122
statedeputy@mnknights.org 
IPSD Joe Konrardy 
(952) 451-1956
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 
State Secretary Marc Peters 
(651) 482-8771
statesecretary@mnknights.org 
State Treasurer David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997
statet@mnknights.org 
State Advocate James Terwedo 
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 
State Warden Dan DeCrans
(218) 255-1125 
statewarden@mnknights.org 
District Master Craig Larson 
(218) 289-3872
master@mnknights.org
State Office 
820 2nd Ave SW 
Hutchinson MN 55350-2307
Office (320) 587-0747 FAX (320) 587-6251
adminassistant@mnknights.org
State Membership Director Bou Gazley
(507) 259-7851
membershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Program  Director Joe George
(651) 253-3112    
programdirector@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
Editors Bob & Peni Penas 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Monthly Dedication  
January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus.  We find in the Letter of Paul to 
the Philippians that the Church has professed that, “At the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend of those in heaven and on the earth and under the earth, and eve-
ry tongue confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord.” (2:10-11).  May we continue ven-
erating His Holy Name every day of our lives so that we may rejoice to see our 
names written in heaven under the glorious name of Jesus.

Upcoming Events
January
1 - Mary, Mother of God

- New Year’s Day
3 - Supreme Webinar “Building Mission Through Your Parish”

More information on pages 5 & 18
10 - Council Assessments Mailed
18 - Order March Church Drive Kit
22 - March for Life - see page 9 for details
31 - Fraternal Survey Form #1728 DUE

- Special Olympics Partnership Form #4584 DUE
- Free Throw Report #1598 DUE
- Catholic Citizenship Essay Report DUE
- Supreme Webinar “Keeping Recruitment Personal”

February
1 - KCIC Poster DUE to Jeff Bagniewski
3 - St. Cloud Catholic Men’s Conference at St. John’s University 8a -5:30p

More information on page 6
14 - Ash Wednesday
15 - Semi Annual Audit DUE
17 - Duluth Men’s Conference at Marshall School in Duluth 9a-4p

More information on page 6
March
10 - Archdiocesan Men’s Conference
10-12 - Council Church Drive Weekend
12-18 - Order-wide Outreach Week in Honor of Father McGivney
19 - St. Joseph’s Day
19-25 - Council Admission Degree Week
25 - Palm Sunday
29 - Holy Thursday

- Founder’s Day
30 - Good Friday
31 - Holy Saturday

“How marvelous would it be if, at the end of the day, each of us 
could say: Today I have performed an act of charity toward others.”

Pope Francis
Last year Knights of Columbus at all levels donated more than $177 million to charita-
ble causes.  Our members also performed over 75 million hours of volunteer service -
both are all time records.  By submitting the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity, you 
are contributing to the overwhelming generosity for which the Knights are known.  
Please help all Knights live up to the Pope’s quote.  Start compiling your numbers now 
to complete and submit your council’s Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728).

Congratulations to the 
Family of Michael Vaughan from 

Hinckley Council 5101
They were winners in the November 

Supreme Council 
Family of the Month drawing

Councils 4374, 5101, 9905, and 14616 
participated that month
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Memoriam
Please pray for these deceased 
brother 
knights and their families
Bemidji Council 1544

Wayne LaDuke
Blue Earth Council 1836

Frederick “Fritz” Wolff
Brainerd Council 1491

Matt Linzbach
Browerville Council 3663

Ralph Notch
Farmington Council 2400

Joseph Folz
Glencoe Council 4842

Michael “Mick” Cox
LeRoy Donnay

Grey Eagle/Swanville Council 14616
Gary Muenzhuber

Hibbing Council 1649
Fay Cameron

Ivanhoe Council 4912
Joseph Rybinski

LeCenter Council 5085
Marvin Willette

Little Falls Council 1804
Edward Welinski

Marshall Council 1621
Charles (Chuck) Buysse

Sauk Centre Council 4863
Paul Jennissen

Stillwater Council 1632
Richard Trudeau

Waseca Council 2768
Richard Sexton

West St. Paul Council
James Kettler

Sent in by Student Loan
Thaddeus McGoven
David Dumphy
Andre Belland

Report deceased member names to 
Fraternalism Director Randy 

Lindstrom at mnkcfc@gmail.com 
or 609 25th Ave SW
Willmar, MN 56201

so we can publish them monthly
Include his name, date of death, 

council number, town, next of kin, 
and if former DD, State Officer, 

etc.
FS needs to file Form 100 

informing Supreme of his death

Be Decisive
State Deputy Bob Penas     

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com     
(320) 327-2122 

Be decisive
Right or wrong, make a decision
The road is paved with flat squirrels who couldn’t make a decision
Okay, that may be a little bit trite, and, of course, we do not want you rushing into 
wrong decisions.  The crux of the matter is, at some point you need to make a deci-
sion based on the best information you have and the faith that God will help you as 
you do his work here on earth.  Putting off the decision is often the same as deciding 
not to attempt the project.
For instance, maybe your council has been considering raising money for an ultra-
sound machine.  You may be concerned that the total amount seems beyond your 
council’s reach.  The correct decision is to try anyway.  Many councils have been 
amazed how the money comes in when others in their community know what the 
project is.  Many councils and districts have joined together to help when they find 
out what another council is attempting.  If you never try, of course the idea will fall 
flat, whither, and die.  And, as always, your State Council is here to help out, too.  In 
the case of the Ultrasound Initiative, we have funds available to help as you get close 
to your final goal.
Maybe your council is debating when to hold their next membership recruitment 
event and what to do at that event.  Don’t be like that squirrel darting back and forth 
in the road until it is too late.  Make a decision and go from there.  The important 
thing is to set your course and try.  Make it through the event, then recap how things 
went, and try again.  Repeat what was successful.  Add new elements to increase 
your success and appeal to different prospects.  The important thing is to make a de-
cision and try.  Truth be told, we often learn more from our failures then from our 
successes, (and usually, if the squirrel had just stayed on his original path, he would 
have successfully crossed the road).
Perhaps you are looking at holding a major degree in your area.  Fear not, it is easier 
than you think.  Your council is actually responsible for very little other than picking 
a date, getting it approved, and providing refreshments.  Minnesota State Ceremoni-
als Director Brad Jacobs will help you through the process.  Go onto the Minnesota 
State website or check out page 12 for his contact details.
So, no curling up and sleeping away the winter (leave that to the squirrels).  Let’s get 
out there doing good and Opening the Doors to Christ as we invite other gentlemen 
to be part of our Order and help out with the good works that we do.  
Vivat Jesus!

K of C Safe 
Environment 

Program 
For questions or concerns or to 
receive a handbook containing 
Knights of Columbus Safe En-
vironment Program policies and 
procedures, please submit your 
request to 

Quianna Richardson 
(203) 800-4940 

youthleader@kofc.org

Supreme Council 
Family of the Month 

One of the Easiest 
Programs Your Council 

Can Run ~ 100 Awardees 
Drawn Monthly

Form 1993A on Supreme’s website at kofc.org 
can be completed online or mailed in

Honor Your Council’s Families and show them 
their dedication and the example they set is 
greatly appreciated.  
Choose a Family of the Year from your       
Families of the Month!  Use this as an SP-7 
Council or Family Program.



2017 State Incentives 
for Individuals

All in the Family!     
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Recruit a family member (son or 
grandson, father or grandfather, 
brother or uncle), and the new 

member will receive a Madonna 
and Child Statue.  The Financial 

Secretary will need to send a copy 
of the Form 100 to the State 

Deputy stating the relationship.

2017 State Incentives 
for Councils 

2017-2018 Formation 
Degrees  

July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
The cost for the 2nd Degree Team 
is covered by the State Council if a 

minimum of 7 candidates are 
exemplified.

2017 State Incentive for 
District Deputies

Opening the Doors  
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

If a district deputy starts a new 
council or reactivates a 

suspended council in his 
district, he will receive a 

$300 Visa gift card.
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“Father Wants You” Membership Campaign
To be held at least twice a year:
1. Meet with your parish priest to explain the campaign you would like to run, to get 

his permission, and invite him to write his own letter of invitation or have him 
approve a “Father Wants You” invitation letter (several samples were sent to all 
MN grand knights and district deputies).

2. Ask for permission to use the parish membership roster or parish directory and a 
list or members who have joined the parish since it was published.

3. Compare this listing to your current roster and create a list of those men who do 
not belong to your council.

4. Form a team of council members who are active in the parish and know many of 
the parishioners

5. Have this team meet and highlight those men they know and would recommend 
for membership.

6. Have your parish priest look over the list of prospects, and see if he would like to 
add any other names to the list.

7. Schedule an open house to be attended by Father, your field agent, your council 
officers, the team, council members, prospective members, and the wives of these 
gentlemen.

8. Send out invitation letters to these prospective members.  Track who attends and 
who does not, so you can invite those who did not with a “Father Still Wants 
You” letter for the next open house.

9. Host an open house (ideas for this agenda were also sent out to GKs and DDs)

As an added incentive, 
councils conducting the 

“Father Wants You” 
campaign will be entered into 
a drawing for $200 for your 
charitable use. Furthermore, 

for every new member 
brought into the Order 

through the campaign, the 
council will be entered into a 

drawing for $400 for your 
charitable use.

To be eligible for the 
drawing, councils must 

provide feedback by February 
16, 2018 about the campaign 

through our website:
https://mnknights.org/father-

wants-you/



Building the Domestic 
Church: The Family 

Fully Alive
Visit http://www.kofc.org/un/

en/domestic-church/ 
to find links to information and 

a pdf copy of the program 
booklet. 

$4.50 Star Council per capita Credit 
for the 2017-18 Fraternal Year

As in the past three fraternal years, the Supreme Knight announced that the per capita 
credit of $4.50 will again be offered this fraternal year to all councils achieving Star 
Council status. This per capita credit applies only for billable members in the United 
States, its territories, and Canada. Billable members are all members except for honor-
ary life and disability exemptions. 
The Star Council program is designed to help a council focus on all of the key areas 
that fulfill the vision of our founder, the Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney: mem-
bership growth, charitable program outreach, and protection for families. 
It is our hope that this incentive, which will provide direct financial benefits for coun-
cils, will allow us to achieve a record number of Star Councils this fraternal year! 
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New Council & District Incentives- “All Councils Active” 
Overview: 
We are introducing a new incentive that will begin immediately.  The purpose of this 
incentive is to motivate local councils that have not recruited a new member this frater-
nal year to start recruiting.  Membership growth is the lifeline of every council and new 
members can invigorate councils by bringing new ideas and taking on new programs. 
Why Are We Doing This? 
Over 6,600 councils in the Order have not recruited a new member this fraternal year and nearly 
half of the fraternal year has already transpired. 
Who is eligible? 
· All active councils in the United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, and Guam. 
· All districts in jurisdictions in the United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, and Guam. 

What is the goal? 
Get every active council to recruit at least one new member between December 1, 2017 and 
February 28, 2018. 
How it works and Prize for Councils: 
The grand knight of every council who recruits one or more new members between now and 
February 28, 2018 will receive a portrait of the Holy Family.  If the council did not recruit any 
new members during the 2016-2017 fraternal year, and/or the council has not recruited any new 
members as of December 1, 2017, the grand knight, deputy grand knight, financial secretary, 
chancellor, treasurer and warden will each receive the Holy Family portrait. 
How it works and Prize for District Deputies: 
District deputies, whose districts contain 75% active councils or greater recruiting at least one 
new member by February 28, 2018, will receive a portrait of the Holy Family. 

New Membership Recruitment Lottery Incentive Opportunity 
World Meeting of Families Dublin, Ireland ~ August 21-26, 2018 

In response to the Holy Father's exhortation to strengthen the Domestic Church and the 
Order’s strong commitment to families, the Supreme Knight announced at the Mid-
Year Meeting of State Deputies this lottery incentive for 10 couples to attend the World 
Meeting of Families in Dublin, Ireland with all expenses paid. 
Here’s how it works: beginning December 1, 2017, every time that you recruit a mem-
ber into the Order through June 30, 2018, your name will go into a drawing and on July 
1, 2018, ten names will be drawn at random.  If you are a winner, we will notify you 
and your wife immediately so you can plan this once in a lifetime opportunity to inter-
act with families from all over the world.  When you return, you can become a beacon 
of light for other families in your council, community, and state. 
The more men that you recruit, the greater the probability you will have to win this trip. 
So please communicate this incentive to all of your council members so that they can 
have the chance to win this experience of a lifetime.  For more information on the 
World meeting of Families 2018, please visit: www.worldmeeting2018.ie. 

The Supreme Council is always 
looking for outstanding council 
programs that can serve as ex-
amples of the good that a commit-
ted group of Catholic men can ac-
complish.  An "after action" report 
with good action photos is always 
appreciated.  What's even better, 
though, is if we know about the 
program before it happens.  With 
this knowledge, Supreme can assist 
in several ways, such as:
Þ arranging to capture professional 

photos or video of the program 
that might be used in Columbia or 
Knightline, on kofc.org, or in fu-
ture video productions.

Þ helping to publicize the program 
among the general public and/or 
local media.

Þ offering insight into how to best 
leverage the program as a mem-
bership recruitment opportunity.

In addition to programs, we'd also 
like to know about outstanding 
Knights.  The Supreme Commu-
nications Team is planning a series 
of short videos featuring outstand-
ing Knights of Columbus, to show-
case the Order as an organization 
that Catholic men would want to 
be a part of.  Think of members 
who might have a uniquely inspir-
ing story to tell, and Supreme 
might be able to provide the venue 
through which they can tell it.
Supreme may not be able to spot-
light every program or every mem-
ber you identify for us, but work-
ing together, I know we can high-
light the good things happening 
every day throughout the Order, 
and help the Order to grow.  Vivat 
Jesus!



Information about Scholarships awarded by Supreme can be found 
at http://www.kofc.org/en/service/scholarships/index.html

For the 2016-2017 academic year, the Knights of Columbus awarded 515 scholarships total-
ing more than $1.2 million.  Most recipients are the children of Knights or Knights working 
toward bachelor’s degrees at Catholic colleges and Catholic universities in the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico and the Philippines.  These figures include $287,500 in grants 
to 122 seminarians in the United States and Canada.

Go onto the website listed above and then click on a scholarship name listed below for addi-
tional information and to download an application:

· Fourth Degree Pro Deo and Pro Patria Scholarships

· John W. McDevitt (Fourth Degree) Scholarships

· Fourth Degree Pro Deo and Pro Patria (Canada) Scholarships.

Fourth Degree Pro Deo and Pro Patria Scholarships are also reserved for freshmen entering 
The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., and are administered by the uni-
versity’s Office of Student Financial Assistance.

OTHER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
Endowed Scholarships
The Knights of Columbus offers a limited number of endowed scholarships provided from 
earnings of funds established in the donors’ names. In accepting these gifts, the Order’s 
Board of Directors voted to administer endowed scholarships in conformance with the rules 
of the Fourth Degree Pro Deo and Pro Patria Scholarship program, subject to the donors’ 
wishes.

Matthews and Swift Educational Trust Scholarships
Delegates to the 62nd Supreme Council Meeting in August, 1944 voted to establish an Edu-
cational Trust Fund by the raising of $1 million through a special per capita tax on the mem-
bers of the Order.

Vocations Scholarships
The Supreme Council administers two scholarship programs for students in the first four 
years of theology pursuing a vocation to the priesthood.

Fellowships at The Catholic University of America
The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., provides Knights of Columbus 
Fellowships for graduate study leading to a master’s degree or doctorate.

Bishop Charles P. Greco Graduate Fellowships
Established in 1973, the Bishop Charles P. Greco Graduate Fellowship Trust offers fellow-
ships for full-time graduate study leading to a master’s degree in a program designed for the 
preparation of classroom teachers for people with intellectual disabilities.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
U.S. applicants must apply to a Catholic college or Catholic university.
Undergraduate scholarships are awarded to incoming freshmen and are normally 
renewed for a total of four years.
Scholarship applications are available after Oct. 1.
Deadline for completed applications for U.S. undergraduate students is March 1.
Write: Call:  203-752-4332
Department of Scholarships
Knights of Columbus
PO Box 1670
New Haven, CT 06507-0901
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Worthy Officers and 
Fraternal Leaders:
Have you ever said, "To be 
more effective our council 
needs help from our pastor?"
Don't just sit around and say, 
"We don't know how to build a 
stronger council!"
Join your brother knights from 
across the Order and attend our 
next Fraternal Mission Train-
ing Webinar titled

Building Mission through 
your Parish Webinar

Building a strong strategic alli-
ance with your pastor and pas-
toral staff will aid your council 
in charitable outreach and 
membership strength. Learn 
how to position your council as 
the "Go-to Charitable Outreach 
organization" in your parish 
and community. Fraternal 
Training Webinars are present-
ed live and are recorded for 
later viewing at a convenient 
time and place.

Join us live at 8 PM on 
Wednesday, January 3, 2018 

Eastern Time 
or ANYTIME On-Demand 

as it will be recorded

Check out the latest 
Exemplification Schedule

On the State Website
mnknights.org

Use the pull-down menu 
for “About” and choose 

“Exemplifications”
Click on “Events” or 
“Calendar” to view 
upcoming degrees

You can also download 
a copy of the degree 
schedule, schedule a 

degree using the online 
form, or find out more 

about the next 4th Degree 
Exemplification



When did you last attend a 
Degree?

We encourage you to attend a 
Degree sometime soon!  

Support your Brothers at the 
Degree, and be reminded of the 

lessons you learned!!!
Consider joining a Degree Team 
as a member and share the les-

sons of the Order with your 
Brother Knights!!!

More details about this are on page 11.
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New Year, New Beginnings
State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi     statechaplain@mnkights.org 

The new year offers us an opportunity to sort of “start over” in many respects.  In addi-
tion to starting over with our diets, let us also start over with relationships that have not 
been ideal, with our commitment to prayer (at church and at home), and with sharing our 
time, talent and treasure with those in need.  Unfortunately, the feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord falls on a Monday this year, rather than a Sunday.  That feast always reminds us 
that we are adopted into God’s family as a beloved son or daughter.  As God’s own, we 
are commissioned to continue the work of Jesus in our time.  Just like Jesus, we are called 
to teach, heal, and reach out to those in need.  We might say “I am not a teacher.”  Parents 
are the “first and best teachers” of the faith to their children by what we say and do.  Nor 
do we need to be a medical professional to heal.  The Knights of Columbus provides us 
with many different ways to help those in need.  Why not try something new this year?  
May God bless your new beginnings in 2018.  Vivat Jesus!

St. Cloud Catholic 
Men’s Conference
Saturday, February 3, 2018

Men of Integrity: 
A Call to Responsibility
Speaker Damon Owens

Held at Saint John’s 
University 

Humphrey Auditorium
For more information, 

call 320-252-4721 
or visit online at 
www.stcdio.org/

mensconference18

2018 Knights of Columbus 
Free Throw Championship

Chairman Conrad Meier
cmeier2@chartermi.net

(320) 260-6945 or (320) 259-5169

The 2018 Minnesota State Free Throw Championship will be hosted on April 7, 2018.
The tentative location is Cathedral High School in St. Cloud – the same location as the 
last two years.  One practice I encourage all competitions to adopt - forms should never 
be entrusted to the winning youth or the families to carry from one competition to the 
next.  Chairmen should pass the original forms to the next level of competition, complete 
with scores and signatures so the athletes and families can be confirmed as attending be-
fore the next event.  Please send clearly marked forms for your first and second place fin-
ishers to the next level of competition.  If the winner cannot attend, the second place fin-
isher will be allowed to compete at the next level in all cases. 
Councils must conduct their competitions before the end of January.  Hold one competi-
tion per council and DO NOT allow special arrangements for athletes who cannot make 
your scheduled competition.  Age verification is expected to be completed at the council 
level, so please practice due diligence and allow kids to compete in the bracket they are 
qualified for.  Please follow the scoring and judging procedures explained in the guide 
(#1928) to prevent misunderstanding and frayed nerves. 
Have fun, encourage and reward good sportsmanship, and if you need more help, why not 
ask one or two of the dads to help rebound?  Could be just the chance you need to talk up 
the merits of being a Knight of Columbus!  We never want to miss an opportunity to in-
vite men to join us!   
District competitions should be scheduled for early February, and Regions in early 
March, so winning forms are in Conrad’s hands by March 15th to allow Conrad and his 
team time to contact all the athletes. 
Please contact State Chairman Conrad Meir at cmeier2@chartermi.net or (320) 260-6945 
or (320) 259-5169 for more information.  Details can also be found on the State Website 
under Programs — Youth Programs — Free Throw Championship (on the second Youth 
Programs page).  

Collect Pop Tabs for Ronald McDonald House
Þ Collect tabs throughout the year  
Þ Bring them to the 2018 State Convention
Þ Council with highest weight per member wins
Þ Benefit Minnesota Ronald McDonald Houses
Þ Help families who need these services in Minnesota

Duluth Catholic 
Men’s Conference

Saturday, February 17, 2018
Men of Faith: 

Men of the Spirit
Speaker Peter Herbeck

Held at Marshall School 
For more information, 

contact
Deacon John Weiske

Diocese of Duluth
jweiske@dioceseduluth.org

218-724-9111
or visit online at 

www.duluthcatholicmen.org
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St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family 

member or friend serving 
in the military?  

You can request a St. Michael 
Medal to be sent to them from 

our State Chaplain.
There is no cost to you or the 
military service person.  The 
military person does not need 
to be a man, a Knight of 
Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person 
in the military, their rank, 
branch of service, and address 
to State Chaplain Fr. Jeff, and 
he will send the medal (and a 
prayer book if requested) 
directly to the serviceman/
woman.  

Please email your 
requests to: 

statechaplain@mnknights.org 
Prayers from our Minnesota 
Knights’ families are very 

important to our military men 
and women.  Continue to pray 

for them and their safety. 

On Par for Star  
Do you have enough programs?  Need new ideas?  Contact your District Deputy, 

one of our Program Chairmen, or State Program Director Joe George. 
Do you have a First Degree scheduled for each month, so when you have a prospective 
member, you can tell him when the degree will be held?  He shouldn’t 

have to wait long. We want him to feel welcome and wanted.
Need help with recruitment?  Contact your District Deputy, your Field 

Agent, or State Membership Director  Bou Gazley.
They will be glad to assist you.  Your success is their first priority.

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!  You may be amazed by what you 
and your council can accomplish as you open the doors to Christ!  Vivat Jesus!

Theotokos
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Gabriel Walz

associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org
January 1st starts off the New Year.  This new beginning is celebrated within our culture by 
making resolutions to strive for virtue, especially in areas where we recognize we have 
failed during the past year.  But this day is not merely a checkpoint for us.  On the first day 
of the new calendar year, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God.  The ori-
gins of this special feast day stretch back all the way to the year 431, when some rose up to 
challenge Jesus’ claim to divinity.  Is He truly the Son of God?  They claimed that Mary—a 
human woman—could not rightly be called the “Theotokos” (Mother of God).  In response, 
the Church defended the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ and boldly declared that Mary 
was, in fact, rightly called the “Mother of God.”  This title, and what it means, should 
evoke awe within us at the divine mystery into which we have been caught up: that our God 
took humanity upon Himself and took the form of one of His creatures.  No other creature 
in all of creation can make so bold a claim as we: “Our God became one of us!”  As you 
consider what resolutions you will make this year, hear the words of our Lord in the Gospel 
echo in your soul: “Do not be afraid.”  Strive for the greatness to which you have been 
called this year.  And, may everything you think and say and do, work for the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls!  Vivat Jesus!



MN Knightly News  
January 2018

page 8

Coats for Kids 
You can distribute coats from 
any source - not just those from 
Supreme – as part of this pro-
gram.  Furthermore, if you buy 
(or collect) and distribute 96 
coats, your program will qualify 
as a Featured Program in the 
youth category on your SP-7.  

Get ‘er Done Now
State Secretary Marc Peters     

statesecretary@mnknights.org     
(651) 482-8771     

Get the second half  Supreme per capita paid as soon as the council get the statement.  
Statements are mailed out on January 10th.
Fill out and turn in the tootsie roll order form.  Make a decision on what the council needs, 
and let’s get the order in to Ray.
Form 1728 Fraternal Survey for hours and dollars donated for the 2017 calendar year is due 
at the end of the month.  I can guarantee that the council will be reminded many times if it 
isn’t turned in.  So bite the bullet, and get it completed.
The audit is due by mid February; beat the rush and get ‘er done now.
Finally, take a look at your council.  Have you recruited a new member lately?  Your coun-
cil grows older each day.  New members insure the council’s continued existence.  
Don’t recruit, and one day you won’t need to fill in reports or pay per capita or do an audit, 
because your council will be gone, because there’re will be no one to replace you.
Let’s start by recruiting just one new member this month.
Vivat Jesus!

Why Should You Continue On? 
State Deputy Bob Penas     bobpenas@broadband-mn.com     (320) 327-2122 

Let me share some data with you - approximately 40% of our members are 1st degree members.  Approximately 75% of those 
members have been 1st Degrees only for at least 3 years.  Most of our suspensions are from that group.  Only 5% of our mem-
bers are 2nd degree members.  This suggests that once they take their second, they normally take the third.  We need more 2nd
degrees to assist in retention efforts.
Most often, we hear members tell candidates that they need to take their 2nd or 3rd degrees so that they can become an officer of 
the council.  I am not certain that the members trying to encourage others to take their 2nd and 3rd degrees understand that this 
is a deterrent for members taking the advanced degrees.  Most new members will shy away from volunteering to be an officer or
wanting to be a officer.  This type of promotion is counterproductive. 
There are two types of first degree candidates we need to motivate to take their 2nd or 3rd degrees.  The first group is the newer 
members who just recently took their 1st degree.  The second group is the older 1st degree members – those members who have 
never taken their 2nd or 3rd and have been members of the Order for several years. 
I think that the newer members need to be told that they are expected to take their 2nd and 3rd degree exemplifications within the 
first 6 months.  This is something that should be shared with our new members.  It is expected that a 1st degree member will 
continue his journey to 3rd degree – Full Knighthood!  For the other group, you might consider the following reasons. 
Reasons for Advancing to 2nd & 3rd Degrees:
One of the most important reasons that a member should take his 2nd and 3rd degrees is related to getting to know and under-
stand who we are as Knights of Columbus.  As members know, our principles are CHARITY, UNITY, and FRATERNITY.  A 
member cannot gain the knowledge and truly understanding of all of our principles – especially UNITY and FRATERNITY -
without taking to the lessons of the 2nd and 3rd degrees.
Our Ceremonials are steeped with tradition.  More importantly, the lessons of the degrees also tell the story of the Knights of 
Columbus, the challenges we have faced, and the obstacles we have overcome.  By completing the 2nd and 3rd degrees, a mem-
ber will learn much more about himself and, more importantly, the member will come to the realization that there are many who
believe as we do and who share our values.  In taking these degrees willingly, our members will grow stronger in faith, obtain a
greater respect for our priests, gain a better understanding of our Catholic Faith, and will be drawn closer to their families. 
Once a member has completed the 3rd degree, he will realize it is okay to openly practice our faith and to openly show love for 
his family and fellow man.  Once a member becomes a 2nd and 3rd Degree Brother Knight, he will discover there is much we 
can accomplish together and that with God’s help there is no obstacle to difficult to overcome. 
I encourage each and every brother knight to enter fully into the Knighthood and become a full member of the Order by receiv-
ing all 3 degrees and strongly encourage them to consider taking the 4th degree as well.  The candidate’s proposer should ac-
company them on this journey, as well.  I attend degrees often and always come away with a new appreciation of the lessons 
taught.  As always, my fellow State Officers and I are here to help. You need only ask. Vivat Jesus! 



REMINDER: All 
checks sent to the 

Minnesota Knights of 
Columbus should be 

made payable to:
Minnesota 

Knights of Columbus 
On the memo line, 
please list what the 

check is for.

Minnesota 
KC Student 
Loan Fund

Contact Brother Knight 
Mike Daly

952-873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
See page 20 for more info
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My 2 Cents
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff     

statet@mnknights.org     (763) 772-2997      
We all know the Old Testament story of Abraham bargaining with the Lord to try and save 
Sodom and Gomorrah.  “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked?  What if there 
are fifty righteous men in the city?  Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for 
the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?”  So, the Lord agreed that if Abraham could find 
fifty righteous men, he would not destroy the city.  Abraham then asked if the Lord would 
destroy the place if there were 5 less than fifty, and the Lord agreed that if there were only 45 
righteous men, he would not destroy it for the lack of the five.
As we know, Abraham continues to push his luck, reducing the number of righteous men 
needed to save the city, until he got the Lord to agree that if Abraham could find only 10 
righteous men, he would not destroy the city.
Well, unfortunately, Abraham was not successful in his search for righteous men, and we all 
know what happened to the Sodom & Gomorrah!
However, it seems to me that we can apply this to the current situation in which we find our 
Order … although we don’t expect burning sulphur to be rained upon it, we can be sure that 
unless we take action, it will be just as surely destroyed.
So what if 50 men from each council take action and recruit a new member?  We’ll be 
blessed by 15,000 new members!  Wow! 
What if 5 less than 50 recruit a new member?  About 13,500 new members!
Perhaps we’re expecting a bit much here, so let’s take the example of Abraham, and reduce it 
all the way to 10.  Surely there are 10 men in each council who can be relied upon to take 
seriously our Supreme Knight’s instructions to recruit new members?
Just those 10 men in each council would provide 3000 new members!  This would recoup 
most of the losses from the last 10 years.  Is this too much to ask?  
Vivat Jesus!

Culture of Life in our Communities
Culture of Life Activities Director John Bowlin     saljohn67@q.com     (651) 483-1877

On January 22, 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision legalized abortion on demand nationwide.  Each year 
prolife Minnesotans mark the anniversary with a prayer service at the Cathedral and a March for Life at the State Capitol in St.
Paul.  The 2018 prayer service at the St. Paul Cathedral will be on Monday, Jan. 22nd, beginning at 10:30 a.m.  The 2018 
MCCL March for Life will take place at Noon on the Capitol Mall south of the Capitol building.  It will be followed by a brief 
program on the Capitol steps at 12:30 p.m.  Please join us as we pray and give witness to defending God’s Gift of Life and an 
end to the evil of abortion.  
* * * * * * *
I received a very appreciative thank you card from the Abria Pregnancy Resources staff.  It read as follows: “John, thank you 
for the Knights of Columbus incredible support.  Please extend our deep gratitude to all of the councils and council members 
who helped to raise all the money to support Abria and other prolife ministries.  Thank you for your commitment to uphold the
dignity of life!  With gratitude, The Abria Staff”

2017 God’s Gift of Life Program ran from January-March.  Here is a representative sample of appreciate responses received 
from Pregnancy Life Centers.  
· “John and fellow Knights, Thank You so much for your gift from your God’s Gift of Life program.  Thank you for your help in the Bat-

tle for Life.”
· “We want to thank the Knights of Columbus for your great support for the culture of life.  We are blessed by your prayers, your constant 

commitment to defend life, and most recently your very generous gift.  It is a great blessing to our ministry as we meet women, children 
and men in need each day.  God Bless your good work!”  

· “Dear Knights, Thank You so much for your gift from your God’s Gift of Life program.  We are excited you have chosen us to receive 
this gift.  With this support, we are able to continue to assist girls and women confronted with an unexpected pregnancy and help them 
make life-giving decisions.  We are also able to provide some basic necessities for the mother, the infant, and the family.” 

· “Knights of Columbus, You really made a difference and you truly are appreciated.  Thank You so much for your very generous gift.
God Bless You.”

· Brother Knights, please consider making a difference again by embracing our 2018 God’s Gift of Life Program in January.   Thank You, 
for your commitment to defending God’s Gift of Life as a Knight.  Your involvement is a reflection of God’s Love and Mercy, saving 
lives, souls and hearts of young women.



Remember to File 
your Council 
Paperwork!

Form 185 and Form 365 and 
your other council reports and 
forms help the State and Su-
preme Councils send infor-
mation to council leadership, 
monitor the health of your 
council, keep up-to-date with 
what is happening in your 
council, see where we need to 
improve, offer assistance, or 
make changes, and much 
more.  We are here to help 
your council succeed and con-
tinue to grow and improve as 
you serve our communities.
If you make changes or add 
chairmen or directors, please 
fine a new Form 185 or Form 
365.  ALWAYS send a copy 
to the State Deputy or the 
State Office!  Thank you!

Holy Family Icon Schedule by        
District August 2017 to June 2018

Date NE NW SE SW S 
Metro

N 
Metro W

Jan. 2018 6 8 32 21 55 52 39
Feb. 2018 5 60 26 22 57 59 38
Mar. 2018 4 61 33 23 56 43 17
Apr. 2018 4 11 36 24 64 44 16
May.2018 3 11 35 24 62 53 16
Jun. 2018 1 12 35 25 50 53 14

For questions, comments, or additional  
supplies, please contact Marian Hour of 

Prayer Chairman Orville Fillbrandt                        
(612) 751-2943 OR (952) 887-1218                     

Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Plan Ahead!  Look at this sched-
ule and plan your prayer services 
in advance so everything is ready 

to roll when you get the icon.
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Spread the Joy of Membership
State Membership Director Bou Gazley

membershipdirector@mnknights.org     (507) 259-7851
I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  This time of year is a great 
time to get together with family, and it is also a great time of year to get to together with 
your brother knights!  This could be for a Christmas Party, a social event, or even a fami-
ly game night.  Whatever it may be, bring the Knights of Columbus family together to 
enjoy this festive Christmas season and ask a prospective member and his family to join 
yours!  That’s right, the Christmas season is still with us.  It runs from the Christmas 
Vigil Mass through the Baptism of the Lord on January 8th.
In the spirit of giving the gift of membership and continuing our legacy, a committee was 
formed to look at younger men in our councils and why they joined.  A survey was sent 
out to over 1000 of these men, and the results are in!  While I am not going to go over all 
the results in this article, I do want to mention that the top reasons young men join the 
Knights are for the Fraternity and a way to provide service and charity to others.  The 
most common thing they stated they did not like was boring meetings where members 
argue about how to spend money.  Having a Christmas party or other social gathering is 
exactly what they are looking for, and I am sure all of your brother Knights would enjoy 
getting together!  Over the next few months, I will share more findings from this survey, 
but I am sure that many of the findings will not be surprising.  
In January, we are encouraging a special initiative called “Father Wants You!”  This is a 
membership recruitment tool that has been used with great success all over the United 
States and in many councils in Minnesota.  The first part of the initiative is a discussion 
with your pastor.  If he agrees, have him write a letter personally inviting men of the par-
ish to the council.  Father may also be able to provide you with a list of men that he 
thinks should get a copy of the letter.  Then, send the letter inviting them to an informa-
tional open house!  It couldn’t be easier!  If your priest is too busy during this holiday 
season to write a letter, you can use a sample provided by Supreme or you can use the 
letter written by your bishop.  
All our Minnesota Bishops are Fourth Degree Knights and huge supporters of the Order.  
Each of them has agreed to write a letter inviting the men of their dioceses to join the 
Knights of Columbus.  That is how much value they put on what Knights do for their 
parishes every day and what the Order does for these men!  Let’s get out there an invite 
more men to join us in the great works we do!  Our priests and bishops recognize our 
great works and want to see us grow as well!  If there is any way I can assist your coun-
cil, please do not hesitate to contact me!  Vivat Jesus!

Holy Family Icon
Chairman Orv Fillbrandt

(612) 751-2943 OR (952) 887-1218
Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Each of our 7 Holy Family Icons has a 
case of  English Prayer Books and Eng-
lish Prayer Cards and a case of Spanish 
Prayer Books and Spanish Prayer 
Cards.  
It is critical that each 
District Deputy receive 
and pass on the Holy 
Family Icon and mate-
rials according to the 
schedule for the 7 Holy 
Family Icons.

This link to the Holy Family Icon 
Prayer Book is:  

http://kofc.org/un/en/service/church/
marian/support_materials.html

2019 Supreme 
Convention 

Co-Chair Philip M. Harter, PSD
In 2019, from August 3-8, we in 
Minnesota will have the honor 
and responsibility to host the 
137th edition of this great con-
vention.  
If you would like to be part of 
this great event, it is not too early 
for you to complete the volunteer 
form at 
https://mnknights.org/the-2019-

supreme-convention-in-
minnesota/

There you will find the many 
ways you can become involved, 
such as a driver that will have 
direct contact with the hierarchy 
or as a greeter to welcome guest 
from all over the world.  We still 
have many opportunities for 
leadership positions.  

Log on and sign up today!



Invite 
Someone 
to Join 
Today
Share the pride!

Share the joy! 

Share the satisfaction!

Ask a neighbor, a 
friend, a family 

member to join us 
TODAY!

Looking for 
ways 

to contact 
council 

members 
you have lost 

track of? 
Contact 

IPSD Joe Konrardy
(952) 451-1956

ipstatedeputy
@mnknights.org 
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Half Way
State Program Director Joe George

programdirector@mnknights.org     (651) 253-3112
Happy New Year! 
That means that it is time to remind you that we are half way through the fraternal year.  It’s 

time to fulfill those New Year’s resolutions that we all make every year to do better and try 
harder.
Is your council half done with all of your goals for the year?  Programs, activities, submit-
ting forms……. It’s all part of the deal.  If not, it’s time to kick it up a notch.  By now, your 
councils should have submitted the following forms:
Þ #185 Report of officers Chosen for term by July 1st

Þ #365 Service Program Personnel Report by August 1st

Þ #1295 Semi-annual audit period ending June 30th by August 15th

Þ #EA-KIT Essay Contest Kit Order Form by September 1st

Þ #SA-KIT Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest Kit Order Form by September 1st

Þ #CPC-KIT Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest Kit Order Form by November 1st

Þ #4567 Soccer Challenge Participation Form by December 15th

There is a page on the Minnesota Website 
that is set up with all the forms and when they are due

https://mnknights.org/forms-in-due-date-order/
Check out the link to find out what is due next. This is a very handy tool for councils.

The other thing your councils should have half completed by now is your programs.  Re-
member, the SP-7 Columbian Award requires four (4) programs in each of the six (6) activi-
ty categories. Also, four (4) of these programs must be designated as Domestic Church.  If 
your council struggles with finding programs that qualify for Domestic Church, here is a 
very handy list of what Supreme has designated as Domestic Church programs:

Þ Family Rosary Program
Þ Holy Family Consecration
Þ Family Fully Alive Devotional Program
Þ Affirmation of Wedding Vows
Þ Family Week Celebration
Þ Journey to the Inn
Þ Keep Christ in Christmas
Þ Spiritual Formation Groups
Þ Into the Breach
Þ Building the Domestic Church Series 
Þ Holy Family Prayer Program
Þ Food for Families
Þ Simple Supper & Stations
Þ CIS - Building the Domestic Church Series
Make sure your council stays on track with programs and reporting your progress.  Keep 
track of what programs you do by having an ongoing SP-7 form that gets filled out after eve-
ry event.  That way, you won’t be sitting there with your officers on June 20th trying to re-
member all that you did that year and which category to put them in.  Then be sure to get it 
postmarked by June 30, 2018.
Thanks for all you do for the Knights.  If you have any questions about programs or the Do-

mestic Church, please feel free to contact me.  God Bless!
Remember- “See a need, Fill a need.”  Vivat Jesus!

Use KC Napkins 
at 

Council    
Events 
Cases of 5400 napkins 

for $125 (plus shipping) 
Packages of 600 for $15 

(plus shipping)
Contact Brother Knight 

Ken Schoenfelder 
schoenfelderkk@tds.net

(320) 485-4448
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Master’s Memo
District Master Craig Larson, PSD    

master@mnknights.org     (218) 289-3872
Happy New Year!  It’s hard to believe that in 8 short months my term as District Master 
will come to an end. Over the past few years, I have met many dedicated and loyal Sir 
Knights who do their best to be a part of the “Visible arm of the Knights of Columbus.”  
Every week I see a pictures of Honor Guards here or there all across Minnesota.  Please 
continue to take pictures and promote the 4th Degree of the Knights of Columbus.  Remem-
ber, a  picture is worth a thousand words.  Many times when I am in an Honor Guard, I hear 
“Thank you for doing this; I remember when my dad, grandpa or someone was a knight.”  I 
thank them for thinking of us and ask if there are any other knights in the family.  I follow 
up with, “You or your dad/husband/brother would make a great knight.”  I try to plant the 
thought of KC membership; hopefully when the time is right, they will join us.  You never 
know what may bring someone to the Knights of Columbus. 
Each of us, whether we have been a member for 20 years or 20 days, can ask someone to 
become a member or the Knights of Columbus.  Remember, we need to recruit members to 
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Degree before we can recruit them to the 4th Degree. 
Plans are being finalized for our Spring Exemplification April 21 in Brainerd.  Information 
will be mailed out soon and available on the www.mnknights.org website.  We will also 
have our 4th Degree Biennial meeting on Friday evening April 20, 2018 to discuss the busi-
ness of the Minnesota 4th Degree and take nominations for my replacement as District Mas-
ter.  Credential information will be sent to the Faithful Comptrollers.  Please make your 
voices heard and have representatives from your assembly attend this important meeting.  
Our Vice Supreme Master Paul Isherwood will join us for the weekend. 
Thank you to the Sir Knights who have ordered the new uniform.  You may know that the 
changeover date has been pushed back a year until June 30, 2019. 

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding the 4th Degree.
Together, let’s make 2018 the best year ever for the Minnesota Knights of Columbus.

Vivat Jesus!

Ladies Auxiliary News
Our primary focus for Minnesota Auxiliaries in 2018 is “Successes, Growth, 
and Retention.” We ask that auxiliaries that attended, please share the Set 
Goals (Page 8) of your workbook with your local members. You can reach 
out to our State Vice President Dori Klockeman to learn more.
Mark your calendars for April 28, 2018 for the 48th Minnesota State Ladies 

Auxiliary Convention at St. Joseph the Worker Maple Grove hosted by #13359.

Fill the Need!!!
Community Activities Director 

Randy Balausky
rbalausky@gmail.com       

(507) 213-9862

Due to circumstances be-
yond our control, our con-
tainer that was originally 
intended for Colombia, 
will be sent to Guatemala 
instead.  If you donated to 
the Colombia container 
and do not want those 
funds used to send chairs 
to Guatemala instead, 
please contact me and we 
will refund your donation. 

Remember, many loca-
tions here in Minnesota 
also need chairs.  We have 
them in 2 locations in the 
State: Lino Lakes in the 
South and Nevis in the 
North. 

Please call me if you have 
any questions on how to 
order or where to pick 

them up.

The form can be found on 
the mnknights.org website 
under forms and on page 
18 in this newsletter. This 
form can be used for the 

Guatemala wheelchairs, as 
well as the Minnesota 

wheelchairs.  Thanks you 
for all you do for the 

Knights.

Did You Know?
Minnesota State Ceremonials Director Brad Jacobs

bjacobs@patrioterect.com     (763) 477-4410
Many of you are probably unaware of the fact that the number of Major Ceremonial De-
grees in our state has over doubled from the low 20’s just a few short years ago to 50 last 
year, and this year is on pace to be even higher.  While the number of ceremonies has risen 
sharply, the number of staffs who are responsible for this incredibly important task has de-
creased.  Many of the remaining brother knights who have accepted these duties and cur-
rently run our major degrees have had to triple or quadruple the amount of time and miles 
traveled to try and maintain our sterling record of accepting nearly every request we re-
ceive.  I’ve asked previously, and I’m asking again, for you to seriously consider starting or 
joining a Formation or Knighthood ceremonials staff in your area.  The need is indeed ur-
gent.  I don’t think I need to tell you the huge importance of our ceremonials in the continu-
ation of the order.  Men cannot become 3rd degree knights without learning the important 
principles exemplified in these degrees.

Let me know if you have interest and I will be happy to get you up and running.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  Vivat Jesus!
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East Central & NE MN
Jim Szczech, General Agent 
2 Second Ave S, Suite 145 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Office: 320-252-7173
Cell: 320-339-2848
Fax: 320-252-7179
Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
www.centralmnkofc.org
Metro Area 
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
Office: 952-686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org
Western Minnesota 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield, MN 56087 
Office: 507-723-3360
David.Goedke@kofc.org
Southern Minnesota
Ben Schleicher, General Agent
PO Box 332
Windom MN 56101
Office: 507-822-7173
Cell: 507-822-5168
Ben.Schleicher@kofc.org

Knights of Columbus Insurance: 
WE NEED YOUR HELP

All Minnesota Agencies need agents! A good agent will help you recruit members as well 
as help energize your council. A good agent is indispensable to you as a leader.  He not only 
helps with council activities but also has access to many programs and ideas to keep your 
council vibrant.

Have a Field Agent Candidate?  Contact:
Metro MN, Lloyd Cybart: 952.686.7720

Northern MN, Jim Szczech: 320.252.7173
Western MN, David Goedtke: 507.723.3360
Southern, MN Ben Schleicher: 320-252-7173

Agent 101 ~ What it takes to be successful in this field.
What qualities do we look for in the men we hire?
Being a "people person" is a winning trait for success in this business.  We want men who 
go beyond just wanting to make a paycheck, to diligently and happily serving our members.  
Every day is an opportunity to meet or reconnect with someone who needs our help. 
To be a successful Field Agent, one must succeed at sales.  However, sales in this profes-
sion is not so much about selling as about doing the following for our members: 

Þ Help them understand and analyze their specific needs.
Þ Problem solve to manage their risk.
Þ Assist them in achieving financial security and success.  
Most become a Field Agent for the desire to have independence and flexibility in their 
schedule. What sets the Knights of Columbus apart from many other Insurance companies 
is we provide training and extensive support to our agents.  There's no prior special training 
or experience in financial services and no degree or background in finance or business in 
order to become an agent.  Becoming a Field Agent is often said to be like going into busi-
ness for yourself, with all the independence and flexibility this implies, but without the cap-
ital investment required to start a business. 

Do you know someone who is looking for a career change into a fun, fast paced environ-
ment that firmly supports their values and beliefs?  Let's talk.

Encore Career
Are you thinking about an Encore Career?

s a new trend that people are pursuing to better prepare 
for retirement and the challenges that brings.  This not 
only secures retirement, but also allows that person to 
have greater control over what impact they have on their 
community before they reward themselves with retire-
ment. As a Knights of Columbus Field Agent, this gives 
you the opportunity to start a new career with no startup 
funds and all is training provided.
Why Keep Working?

Þ Allow you to stay active and productive.
Þ Allow greater control over your time, including the 

flexibility to take time off.
Þ Allow you to keep learning, stay challenged, have 

new experiences, or develop new skills.
Þ Provide you with an opportunity to help others.
Þ Provide a sense of meaning and a feeling of          

accomplishment.

Who Do You Know?  
Who Is Successful In This Career?  

What Is The Mindset Of A Successful Agent?
The three categories below are what draws the most successful 
agents to the career.  This list comes from the top 20% of Field 
Agents, this is what it takes:

Count on ME
Þ Help others succeed
Þ Work toward common goals
Þ Meet new people

The Play Maker
Þ Solve problems through analysis (fits with helping)
Þ Work in an energetic environment

Me, Inc
Þ Have flexible hours
Þ Work independently
Þ Have unlimited income potential



Supreme 
Hotline 

for FS Help
They can help an FS 
with any questions 

regarding 
Member 

Management 
or Member Billing

Hotline Number 
203-800-4955

Email: ExpertFS
@KofC.org

Youth Programs
Equal Actions 
Evangelizing

State Youth Activities 
Director Patrick Farrelly     
pfmaplegrove@aol.com

(763) 218-3816
Let’s face it, brothers.  There is 
not a Knight of Columbus alive 
who joined the Order so he 
could come to a meeting every 
month and discuss the size of 
the sausages to serve at the next 
pancake breakfast.  
They join to help needy kids, 
help paint the rectory, collect 
and deliver food for the hungry, 
encourage young people to live 
their faith, and to grow in their 
own faith.  They join to put 
Catholic social teaching into 
practice with other men like 
them.  They join to DO stuff!

Let your programs, your 
activities, and your ACTIONS 

evangelize!  Be not afraid, open 
the doors to Christ, and invite 

other men to join us!

Minneapolis Area Knights of Columbus Male Chorus, 
began their 60th year in September!  Join us!

The Minneapolis Area Knights of Columbus Male Chorus was founded in 1957.  Member-
ship is open to men 18 years of age, who are a practicing Catholic with a love of singing 
(which is a form of prayer).  Practices are 2 hours weekly on Monday evenings 7:00 - 9:00 
p.m. at St Joseph's Church 36th & Boone Avenue North, New Hope, MN.

For questions, contact Jerry Simcoe H: (763) 315-0657 C: (763) 537-1492 
or Dick Synstelien H: (763) 493-5219 C: (493) 772-6698

The chorus is under the direction of Deacon Bruce Bowen and accompanied by Matt Sieberg.
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2018 State 
Knights of 
Columbus 
Bowling Tournament
Hosted by Big Lake Council 
9140 Details Released Soon
We are looking for host coun-

cils for the 2019 and 2020 
events.  A house with 16 lanes 

minimum is needed.  Please 
contact State Bowling Presi-

dent Chuck Loso at 
(320) 220-2690 or 

cmloso@charter.net for 
questions and information on 

hosting a tournament.
We are also looking for some 
new blood on the board to as-
sist in making this a better tour-
nament.  We only meet twice a 
year. so it is not a demanding 
committee to be on.  If you 
have any ideas, please bring 
them forward.

Rogers Council 11941 
Receives their Star Council Award

2017 International Free Throw Champion Isaac Maddock 
Receives his Supreme Council Crystal Trophy 

at a local basketball game in Osakis, MN
Isaac originally shot at the Osakis Council 3176 Free Throw

He won the Boys Age 12 Competition at the 2017 Minnesota Free Throw



Is that Form 100 in your pocket or billfold?  
Always have one handy!  You never know when the opportunity 

to recruit will present itself

Continue to mentor your 
newest members.  

Invite them to share 
their ideas. 

Hold programs that interest them, 
and invite them to help out.

Invite prospective members to 
help out on project, too.

Let them see that we are the 
people they want to be with who 
are doing the projects they want 

to be part of.
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The Watertown Knights of Columbus Council 
16106 collaborated with ICC Ministries in con-
ducting a Coats for Kids drive this winter. We 
purchased coats from Knights Gear as well as 
collecting gently used coats from parishioners. 
Together with ICC Ministries, we collected over 
125 coats that we delivered to Caring and Shar-
ing Hands & Mary's Place in Minneapolis. 

This was our council's first time participating in 
this national program, and it was a raving suc-
cess. Thank you to all who participated and vol-
unteered!

We are blessed in so many ways
Last Fraternal year (2016-2017) the Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Blaine/Coon Rapids area was turning 50 years old.  They want-
ed to do something special for the church in their honor.  So, 
they contacted the church and spoke to Father Joe.  The church 
was planning to do enhancement project of a few items inside 
the church.  Items included were a new crucifix, altar candles, 
and a processional cross.  The total cost of this project was 
$12,000. After reviewing the individual cost of the items, the 
ladies had decided that they were going to pay for the proces-
sional cross. The cost of the new processional cross was 
$4,000.  Many of the ladies contributed money towards the ex-
pense.  Towards the end of the year, the ladies had turned to the 
men for further assistance. The men suggested applying for a 
matching grant with Minnesota Knights Foundation.  So, we 
applied, and in September 2017 we were issued a matching 
grant of $2,000.  Thanks to the generosity of the Knights,       
Ladies, and Minnesota Knights Foundation, we successfully raised the $4,000 for the processional cross.  In mid-October, the 
Ladies Auxiliary presented the check for $4,000 to Father Joe and Bill Steffl, the Director of Liturgy at St. Tim’s.  During the 
weekend of November 25-26, Father Joe did an official blessing of the new items, which we will cherish for use in the church 
for many years to come.  As an organization that supports Catholicism and focuses on building the domestic church, we feel 
this is one step that makes us strong and vibrant in the community.  We are honored, privileged, and blessed be part of such a 
wonderful contribution to our church.

Watertown Council 16106 
Receives their 

Star Council Award

Norwood Young America Council 12140 receives their Star Council Award 
at the bingo event they put on for their parish



Dial a Knight 
Birthday 
Initiative
Each Knight 

Receives a Call on 
His Birthday from 

his Grand Knight to 
Check In & Wish 
Him Happy Birth-

day

Why?????
♦ Promotes Fraternity

♦ Keeps Council 
Records Up-to-date

♦ Lets Each Brother 
Know How 

Important He is   
to Your Council

Helpful Council 
Resources 

to download on the 
Supreme 

website at kofc.org or order 
them from Knight’s Gear

¨ Leadership Resources (#5093)
¨ Surge with Service (#962)
¨ Grand Knight’s Guide (#5085)
¨ District Deputy’s Guide (#5087)
¨ Financial Secretary’s Guide 

(#5089)
¨ Chaplain’s Handbook (#945)
¨ Fraternal Leader Success Plan-

ner (#5033)
¨ Protocol Handbook (#1612)
¨ Summary of FS’s Responsibili-

ties (#10238)
¨ Charter, Constitution, and Laws
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Minnesota Family of the Year the Brian and Tegwin Rome Family
Receives their Supreme Council Second Runner-up Family Award

West St. Paul Council 4184 and Cottage Grove Council 5647
Receive their Star Council Awards at their annual District Christmas gathering
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Help us continue to support these great 
events that mean so much to our athletes and 
their families!

One easy way for your council to contribute 
that costs  NOTHING is by filling in and fil-
ing your council’s Special Olympics Partner-
ship Form BEFORE January 31, 2018.

We will receive money from Supreme to use 
toward these events based on the number of 
forms they receive from us (even if those 
forms are from councils that mark $0.00 and 
zero hours donated).

Remember to include hours from your coun-
cil members and their family members who 
helped with Special Olympics events and/or 
handing our Tootsie Rolls to raise donations.  
Plus include any money you donated from 
your Tootsie Roll Drives.

Here are a few 
pictures taken at this 
year’s State Bowling 

Tournament

More locations 
meant more athletes 
were able to join in 

the competition

Weren’t able to come help this year?

Put it on your TO DO LIST for 2018!

We will post the dates and locations as soon 
as they become available!!!!



The Catholic Difference

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values
Ethical Sales 
& Investing
Service to the Church 

Knight of the 
Month 

Choose a Knight of the Month 
each 

and every month!
Honor Your Council’s Brother 
Knights and show them their 
dedication and the example 
they set is greatly appreciated!
Publish it in your council 
newsletter and in your local 
church bulletin.  Give them a 
Knight of the Month certificate 
(or hand out these certificates 
at your annual awards 
banquet).
Choose a Knight of the Year 
from these gentlemen, and fill 
out the Knight of the Year 
form in March to submit to 
State Program Director Joe 
George with your other 
program year-end reports. Use 
this as Council Programs on 
Form SP-7.
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Fraternal Leader Training Webinars
Join the staff of the Fraternal Mission Department as we discuss relevant topics 
for effective council operation, membership recruitment, and conducting charita-
ble outreach programs that engage council members and build a stronger council.  
All Knights of Columbus members are welcome to join us!

Not available for the live presentation?  Register anyway!  We record and archive 
each webinar so that fraternal leaders can participate at the time and place con-
venient to them!

Last Webinar: Setting the Stage for Council Success ~ Now available online
Getting exposure, both within and outside the parish, for the great things councils do is a 
key to success.  By building a stronger council, the mission of our Order expands. Building 
a stronger council takes good teamwork. Charity, Unity, and Fraternity are attractive coun-
cil traits that will engage members and attract new ones.  Council action creates visibility.  
To be successful at every step, maintain good inward and outward communication.  Join us 
for 1 hour as we explore "Why"and "How" to Build a Stronger Council:
· Communication is a KEY component to Council Success
· Putting Charity into Action helps Council Visibility
· Domestic Church Programs Attract Younger Members
Many councils choose to gather together as an officer team to participate in these hour-long 
webinars.  Make plans to attend either the Live Presentation, or view the webinar On De-
mand, allowing you to participate at any time convenient for your schedule. 

Register at http://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/membership-
webinar.html

Since our founding in 1882 by Father Michael McGivney, every council has ex-
panded the original mission.  This is a key to success for every council.  Stay 
grounded in the mission.  Setting goals and working together are key to putting 
our principles into action in your council, parish, and community.  Charity, unity, 
and fraternity are attractive council traits that will engage members and attract 
new ones.  

Charitable outreach engages and attracts!  
Register today.  

All webinars are recorded and available upon demand.

Rosen Council 16718 (one of our newest councils) hosted a successful major degree
23 members took their 2nd and 3rd Degrees

Please send your 
council project photos and 

information to State 
Treasurer Dave Whatmuff at 

statet@mnknights.org
to place on the State website 

and to newsletter editor 
Bob Penas at 

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com 
to put in future State newslet-
ters AND promote these pro-
jects in your local community 

as you Open the Doors to 
Christ and invite others to 
join in the good works that 

you are doing



When ordering wheelchairs or turning in funds 
to buy wheelchairs, please use the form below.  
It can also be found on the State Website at 
mnknights.org
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Council	Number	_________________		Location	(City)	_____________________________________________

□ Church	Drive
Date of your council’s Wheelchair Church Drive:  __________________________________________________________  
The total dollar amount of donations received during this Wheelchair Church Drive: $______________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of the presentation?  _________

□ Other	Fundraising	Activities	for	the	Global	Wheelchair	Mission
Briefly describe any other activities your council did to raise funds for the Global Wheelchair Mission 
(e.g.: Pancake Breakfast, Car Wash, Dinner/Dance, etc.)  Use back if needed:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Total dollar amount raised during other fundraising activities: $______________________        
Total number of man-hours donated to raise funds for this wheelchair order:  __________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of these activities?  _________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Wheelchair	Order
Total dollar amount of donations for this order: $______________________

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Minnesota @ $150.00 each: __________________

Size and number of chairs requested by council:   _____ 14 inch     _____ 16 inch     _____ 18 inch   _____ 20 inch
COUNCIL WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PICKING UP THE CHAIRS THEY ORDER.

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Guatemala, Central America @ $150.00 each: __________________

Make checks payable to Minnesota Knights of Columbus with Global Wheelchair Mission on the memo line.

For tax purposes, private donations or gambling funds may make checks payable to Minnesota Knights Foundation.

Date: _____________________________    Grand Knight: ___________________________________________________

Phone #: _________________________________   Email: ___________________________________________________   

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________   

City:_________________________________________________  State & Zip:___________________________________

Send the completed form and check to the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Secretary.  
See the State Newsletter or visit www.mnknights.org for his address.  
You will be notified of date and location for wheelchair pickup.

Minnesota	Knights	of	Columbus
Global	Wheelchair	Mission	Form



Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc.

PO Box 126
Belle Plaine MN 56011

Support this Program
The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 

is a designated 501(C)3 Nonprofit Corporation and your 
personal donation is tax deductible. 

Eligibility of 
Applicants

Terms
Loan 

Amounts
KC Student 
Loan Board

· KC Members 

· Wives

· Children

· Immediate family 
members of a     
deceased Knight 
if the Knight was 
in good standing 
at the time of 
death

· 3.5% Fixed 
Interest Rate 

· Interest          
accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed

· No payments 
are required 
until after 
graduation

· No credit 
checks

$2,000
Freshman

Sophomore

$2500
Junior
Senior
Grad 

Student

Rick Morgan
701-261-9969
Ken Mueller

507-285-9205
Daniel Gawarecki

612-424-8899
Mark Glatzel
320-363-4165
Patrick Conn
763-286-7409
Robert Seigel
518-790-5399

Seminarians & Religious Vocations

All seminarians and religious vocations may bor-
row money to complete their vocational studies 
free of     interest.  Upon ordination, a priest, broth-
er, or nun will have one year of his/her loan forgiv-
en for each year they remain in their vocation.

Contact 
Information

Administrator:
Michael J. Daly
952-873-2213

Email:
daly.daly@frontiernet.net





Non-Competitive State Council Awards
Program Achievement Awards are based on merit, par ticipation, and numbers accumulated 

at the Supreme Office and the Minnesota Office.
1. Plaquettes are awarded to recognize council achievement in Programs

White - Participant Award
Red - State Program Director Award 
Blue - State Officers Award of Excellence

2. Certificates are presented to each grand knight denoting his council’s achievement in receiving one of these three 
program awards.

3. Certificates are presented to a distr ict deputy when 100%  of the councils in his distr ict achieve at least the Par tici-
pant Award.

4. Plaques are presented to the distr ict deputy if 100%  of the councils in his distr ict achieve the State Officers’ Award 
of Excellence.

Participant Award Requirements
1. File Form 185 (newly elected officers) by July 1st
2. File Form 365 (list of appointed directors and committee chairs) by August 1st
3. File Form 1728 (fraternal year survey) by January 31st
4. All State and Supreme bills paid
5. All Intellectual Disability (Tootsie Roll) funds and reports filed from previous year
6. Show evidence of membership recruitment
7. Conduct at least one program in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)
8. File Midyear Audit by January 31st
9. File End of Year Audit for previous council year

Director Award
Council must fulfill all 9 of the requirements for the Participant Award, plu
1. Show positive membership intake
2. Conduct at least two programs in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)

State Officers Award of Excellence
Council must fulfill all 9 of the requirements for the Participant Award, plus:
1. Show positive membership increase
2. Conduct at least four programs in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)

State Fund Contribution Awards
Pennies for Seminarians

Participant Awards
1. Plaque or adhesive year plate given to each council that contributes at least $2 per active member** 

(new plaque given when plaque if filled with year plates) 
2. Councils may qualify through June 30th (last day of fraternal year)

Jim Campbell Religious Scholarship Fund
Participant Awards

1. Plaque or adhesive year plate given to each council that contributes at least $2 per active member** 
(new plaque given when plaque if filled with year plates) 

2. Councils may qualify through June 30th (last day of fraternal year)

**active membership is based on total membership reported by the Supreme Council on July 1st minus inactive members and 
honorary life members listed on the same report



Competitive State Awards
The council must qualify for the State Officers Award of Excellence to be eligible for Overall Program judging.  All other are-
as of competitive judging require a minimum qualification of Participant Award.
Submission are judged by committees composed of grand knights, district deputies, and state team members.
Councils may submit ONLY ONE program in each of the six categories for judging in that category -- only one program for 
Church, one program for Council, one program for Community, etc.

Overall Program Award Requirements
Council must fulfill all 9 of these requirements to be eligible of consideration for this award:
1. File Form 185 (newly elected officers) by July 1st
2. File Form 365 (list of appointed directors and committee chairs) by August 1st
3. File Form 1728 (fraternal year survey) by January 31st
4. All State and Supreme bills paid
5. All Intellectual Disability (Tootsie Roll) funds and reports filed from previous year
6. Show membership increase
7. Conduct list at least four programs in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)
8. File Midyear Audit by January 31st

9. File End of Year Audit for previous council year

Best Overall Program Awards - Two plaques are awarded
1. First place Outstanding Overall Program
2. Second place Excellent Overall Program

Family of the Year (plaque provided by State)
1. Selected from entries received with End of Year Reports
2. Plaque presented at State Convention Banquet
3. Winning entry sent to Supreme and entered into the Supreme Council Competition

Knight of the Year (plaque provided by State)
1. Selected from entries received with End of Year Reports
2. Plaque presented at State Convention Banquet

Individual Competitive Program Awards
Submissions in the six major categories of Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth will be judged 
for content and presentation based on:

1. Nature of Activity:  Does it demonstrate the objectives of the service program?
2. Participation of Membership:  How many members and what percentage participated? 
3. Results:  What benefits were derived from sponsorship of this project/program?  
4. Program Originality:  Was the program something new?
5. Committee Planning:  How effectively was the program organized?  How detailed was the planning?
6. Delegation of Responsibility:  How many members served as planners, chairpersons, workers, etc.?
7. Publicity:  How effectively was the program publicized?  How was it publicized?
8. Program submitted last year may NOT be submitted again unless there have been notable changes or major enhancements to 

the program.

Supreme Service Awards (plaques provided by Supreme)
1. One presented for each of the six major categories (Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth) to the 

council with the single most outstanding program in that area
2. The six winning entries are sent to Supreme and entered into the Supreme Council Competition

State Service Awards (plaques provided by State)
1. Two presented for each of the six major categories (Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth) to the 

council with the second (and third) most outstanding project in that area
2. The Supreme Service Award winner is not eligible for either of the plaques in that category

Scrapbook Award (plaque provided by State)
1. One award given for outstanding scrapbook present at the State Convention



Supreme Council Awards
Every fraternal year, thousands of council qualify for one or more of the awards given out by the Supreme Council for out-
standing achievement in programming, membership, recruitment, retention, and promotion of the Order’s insurance program.  

Each and every council should strive to achieve these 
Supreme Council Awards.

Star Council Award Requirements
1. File Form 365 (list of appointed directors and committee chairs) by August 1st
2. File Form 1728 (fraternal year survey) by January 31st
3. Achieve Father McGivney Award
4. Achieve Founder’s Award
5. Achieve Columbian Award (SP-7)
6. All State and Supreme bills paid

Fr. McGivney Award Requirements
Achieve membership quota (7% of base, minimum 4, maximum 35)

- Additions: new members, reinstatement, readmissions, and reapplications processed by June 30th 
- Deductions: suspensions and withdrawals
- Transfers and deaths do not count for or against

Founders’ Award Requirements
Achieve insurance quota (2 1/2% of base, minimum 3, maximum 18)

- Insurance additions: new, reinstatement, readmissions, and reapplications processed by June 30th 
- Insurance deductions: suspensions and withdrawals
- Transfers and deaths do not count for or against

Columbian Award (SP-7) Requirements
Conduct at least four programs in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)
- Sponsorship of a parish roundtable fulfills all four Church Activity requirements
- Sponsorship of a Columbian Squires circle fulfills all four Youth Activity requirements
- Featured Programs also fulfill all four activity requirements for the category they are listed under

Century Award Requirements
Membership increase of 100+ additions over deductions processed by June 30th 

- Additions: new members, reinstatement, readmissions, and reapplications processed by June 30th 
- Deductions: suspensions and withdrawals
- Transfers and deaths do not count for or against

Contest of Champions Awards - Presented to 2 councils in each jurisdiction
One award given to the council showing highest percentage of membership quota attained based on additions over deductions pro-

cessed by June 30th (must have attained membership quota)
One award given to the council showing highest number of membership additions over deductions processed by June 30th

Insurance Promotion Awards - Presented to 2 councils in each jurisdiction:
One award given to the council showing highest percentage of insurance membership quota attained based on additions over de-

ductions processed by June 30th (must have attained insurance quota)
One award given to the council showing highest number of insurance additions over deductions processed by June 30th 

Service Program Awards
Chosen from winning entries are sent to Supreme from each State Council and entered into the Supreme Council Competition.  The grand 
knight and his wife from each winning council in each of the six major categories (Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, 
and Youth) is invited to the Supreme Convention as guests of the Supreme Council.

District Deputy Awards
1. Star District Award - DD with District gain of 3.5% membership and 1.75% insurance 
2. New Council Plaque - DD who achieves a new council in his District
3. Best Percentage Gain Plaque - best gain in membership over quota


