
Upcoming Events
February
3 - St. Cloud Catholic Men’s Conference
10 - Resolutions Due 
14 - Ash Wednesday
14 - Valentine’s Day
15 - Semiannual Council Audit Due
17 - Duluth Men’s Conference

March
10 - Archdiocesan Men’s Conference
10-12 - Council Church Drive Weekend
12-18 - Outreach Week
19 - St. Joseph’s Day
19-15 - Council Admission Degree Week
25 - Palm Sunday
29 - Holy Thursday
29 - Founder’s Day
30 - Good Friday
31 - Holy Saturday
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Step Up!
State Deputy Bob Penas

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com     
(320) 327-2122      

Most of us are excellent at passing the buck!  
We are experts at procrastination, rationali-
zation, and generalization, but at the end of 
the day, when it really comes down to it, we 
have no one to blame but ourselves.  Yup, that’s right, we all 
need to step up and be men.  Take on responsibilities and stop 
hanging back and waiting for someone else to volunteer.
Why should we step up and volunteer?  As Catholics we are 
all called to evangelize.  As Knights, we often do this through 
our service programs.  With Lent beginning on February 14th, 
what better way to do more than by giving of your time,    
talent, and treasure to those in need.
To quote Pope Francis, “How marvelous would it be if, at the 
end of the day, each of us could say: Today I have performed 
an act of charity toward others.”
Looking for ways to improve yourself and your council?  
Your council has many programs in place you can help with, 
and there are many new ideas in this Knightly News and our 
online supplement.
Need help improving?  Contact any of our state team      
members.  They are volunteers, just like you, and are always 
glad to lend a hand.
Want to help others improve?  Offer them the gift of       
membership, so they can benefit from the fraternity, charity, 
and unity of our Order;  so they can experience the joy of  
volunteering and helping others.  Vivat Jesus!

Tootsie Roll Orders Due Feb. 15th
Order form can be filled in online 

or using the paper copy you received
Questions?  Contact Chairman Ray Wojtysiak

raywdd12@aol.com      (612) 363-1384

Lenten Change
State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi
statechaplain@mnkights.org 

(507) 426-7125

If you are like me, you both look forward to and 
dread the coming of Lent.  The dread is easy to un-
derstand as we often resist change and do not want to 
do the hard work of conversion.  We all want our 
lives to be  better, but we don’t like the pain of giving up some things 
and the struggle of creating new, better habits.  One of the things that 
can help us make positive changes in our lives is knowing that many 
of our fellow church members are also going through the same thing 
during this special season of Lent.  If others can change, so can we!
We look forward to Lent because it is a grace filled time to focus on 
our faith life and reaching out more to those in need.  Who of us 
could not benefit from more time spent with the Lord?  Parishes offer 
the Stations of the Cross, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and other 
prayer and service opportunities.  In Minnesota, March is Food Share 
month, so there is more of an incentive to support our local food 
shelf.  As Knights, we have the Food for Families      program to par-
ticipate in.  Whether we choose to give to the     Catholic Relief Ser-
vices collection or the Rice Bowl or some other charity, we can make 
a difference in the lives of those without the necessities of life.  Fast-
ing is a tradition that goes back to the early church.  Church members 
would deny themselves a meal and use the funds saved to give to 
those who had nothing to eat.  
If you are not accustomed to advocating for justice, Lent may give us 
that extra push we need to do so.  A good place to start is 
www.mncatholic.org, and then go to Advocacy Areas.  The U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops website is also very good: 
www.usccb.org, and then go to Issues and Action.
May you have a very productive Lent.  God loves us and forgives us, 
and God is ready to help us break through the resistance to change.  
Vivat Jesus!Register for the 2018 State Convention 

in Rochester today!
All information and directions can be found online at 

mnknights.org under the Conventions tab
Some of the highlights will be:
· Friday evening when we will be entertained by some 

very talented and musical seminarians 
· Saturday’s Awards Luncheon
· Saturday’s Ladies Event as they take a trolley tour of 

Rochester
· Saturday evening’s banquet
· Opening and Closing Masses
· And of course, spending time with your Knights of Co-

lumbus family — old friends and new!
For questions or assistance registering, contact 

Bou Gazley bou.gazley@gmail.com 
or Ken Peters at km8peters@dmbroadband.com

(507) 282-6034

Council Entry Forms for Service Programs 
Awards Due April 1st

Send your completed forms to State Program Director Joe 
George at 1926 72nd Street ~ Centerville MN 55038

Contact him with any questions you have at
programdirector@mnknights.org     (651) 253-3112

Resolutions for State Convention 
Due Feb. 10th

Notification to All Councils in Minnesota
Councils wishing to submit resolutions for consideration at the 
2018 Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Convention, being 
held in Rochester, must submit them by February 10, 2018.  
They should be signed by the Grand Knight and Trustees.  
Send them to James Terwedo, State Advocate at 3700 West 
220th Street ~ Jordan, MN  55354

Minnesota Hosts 2019 Supreme 
Convention August 3-8, 2019

https://mnknights.org/the-2019-supreme-convention-in-
minnesota/

Log on and sign up as a volunteer today!

Star Council 
Safe Environment 

Requirement 
2017-2018

To be eligible, councils must 
be fully compliant with appli-
cable safe environment re-
quirements.  For more infor-
mation on the Knights of Co-
lumbus Safe Environment 
Program, please visit 
kofc.org/safe.

The Fraternal Survey Form #1728 
and the Special Olympics 

Partnership Form #4584 were 
both due January 31st.  

If you did not already do so, 
you need to send in these 

forms immediately!
If you already turned these in, thank 
you for helping preserve our not for 

profit status and helping get addition-
al funds for Special Olympics MN!

Welcome to our Newest 
Minnesota Assembly 

San Juan Diego 
Asamblea #3753

Their officers were installed on 
Saturday, January 13th at the 

Cathedral in St. Paul

eMembers may join at kofc.org/joinus 
See page 3 for more information about eMembership
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Auxiliary News
Our primary focus for Minnesota Auxiliaries in 2018 
is “Successes, Growth, and Retention.” Share the Set 
Goals of your workbook with your local members. You 
can reach out to our State Vice President Dori 
Klockeman to learn more.

Minnesota State Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
April 28, 2018 in Maple Grove at St. Joseph the 

Worker ~ Hosted by #13359

Reduce to Ash
Associate State Chaplain, 

Father Gabriel Walz
associatechaplain@mnknights.org

Ash is the powdery byproduct of 
something burned.  The idiom 
“reduced to ashes” is used to mean 
that something has been destroyed 
or ruined.  On Ash Wednesday, ashes remind us that 
we are pilgrims wandering through a dying world; they 
remind us of our mortality.  The ashes mark our     
foreheads with the sign of the cross of Jesus Christ.  If 
only the ashes and the cross they form would truly 
become external signs manifesting the interior reality 
of the love of the Lord burning within our hearts.  
Fire needs fuel to burn.  As we begin the Lenten     
Season in this month of February, fill the furnace of 
your heart with the fuel of good works.  “Fan into 
flames” (2 Timothy 1:6) the embers within so the 
warmth of the Lord’s love can radiate: from Him, 
through you, and to all those He sends your way.  
Try to think of something you can do during this     
Lenten Season that will help you to grow closer to the 
Lord.  Reduce to ash something in your life that      
impedes your progress toward the Lord and allow the 
fire of the Holy Spirit to take its place.  Vivat Jesus! 

Plan & Prepare
State Secretary Marc Peters     

statesecretary@mnknights.org     
(651) 482-8771     

Next month I'm heading to Panama 
City Beach during the schools’ winter 
break. (I am writing this article dur-
ing this long cold stretch!)  I have 
done some research to find out what there is to do so that 
I can be prepared.  I am looking at reviews and getting        
recommendations. I want to make the most out of my 
week down in the warmth.
As the potential next state deputy, if elected by the      
delegates in May, I am starting the process of looking 
ahead and getting prepared. I am looking at the current 
programs and getting recommendations.  I am starting to 
assemble a staff using the current men and looking for 
some new faces. If I waited till the third weekend in May 
before I started that process of planning, I would not be 
prepared to assume the responsibilities starting in July.  I 
would not get the most out of my tenure as SD.
How about your council?  Is the deputy grand knight 
starting to assemble a staff?  Is he looking at the previous 
year and making changes in programs, if needed.  (Hint: 
if the council is using the fraternal planner, much of the 
needed information will be handy.)  Just because the 
council did a program in the past doesn’t mean it needs to 
continue if it isn’t paying dividends.  Is he looking for 
some new faces to go with the familiar faces?  It is not too 
early to start planning.
Please don't get me wrong.  The deputy grand knight still 
needs to be supporting the current grand knight’s efforts, 
just as I am supporting the current state deputy's work.  
Hopefully, as a team, you are supporting each other so 
that the successful current year runs right into the next 
year.  Vivat Jesus!

My 2 Cents 
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff

statet@mnknights.org     
(763) 772-2997      

Some interesting facts about February:
· The Roman month Februarius was 

named after the Latin 
term februum, which 
means purification, via the purification ritual held on 
February 15th (full moon) ….. Read more in the 
online supplement at mnknights.org
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Service!
State Membership Director Bou Gazley

membershipdirector@mnknights.org     (507) 259-7851

What is the most important part of the Knights of      
Columbus?  I would say that it is the service that we 
provide to our parish, our community, and the world.  I 
would also contend that this need increases every year, 
but if you look at our membership in Minnesota, it is 
decreasing.  How can we continue to do these good 
works with less men?  The answer is that we can not, 
and we need to continue to bring in new members to 
keep our councils strong.
One demographic that we need to try and reach out to is 
the younger men in our parishes.  Like I mentioned last 
month, a survey was conducted to see why younger men 
join the Knights of Columbus, what they enjoy, and how 
we can better attract and serve this demographic.  As we 
prepare for our March Recruitment Drives, I want to 
discuss some of the recruitment tips these young men 
thought where the most effective.
The first tip was to use testimonials from current     
members in written materials, in video clips, and during  
announcements at mass. These personalized statements 
show the value the Knights of Columbus has provided 
on a personal level, and that is what people want to      
experience.  
Another tip is to get some of your younger members 
involved in leading recruitment initiatives.  They will be 
able to reach out to other younger men in your parish 
and explain the personal benefits  Also, they can       
effectively use social media and other mediums to reach 
the diverse population of men in your parish.  This could 
include producing and showing short videos after mass 
showing parishioners what the Knights do instead of just 
talking about our great works.  
One of the most popular tips that the younger members 
mentioned was holding more informational meetings.  
Do not just hold one in October and one in March for the 
Recruitment Drives; they recommended holding       
quarterly or even monthly events.  With busy schedules, 
it is not always possible to attend on the date that it is 
scheduled, and with numerous options, they are more 
likely to attend.  This is the same principle as scheduling 
a First Degree every month.  We do not want people to 
have to wait for a long time if they are interested. 
Lastly, many men see all of the good works of the KofC 
and think they are required to be involved in every    
activity, and they do not have the time to do that.  It is 
very important to point out to prospective members how 
many hours a year are required in order to be a Knight: 
ZERO!  While any time they have to assist with projects 
is greatly appreciated, there is no minimum number of 
hours nor any expectations.  Even paying dues is a great 
benefit to a council’s ability to do their great charitable 
works, and then when they have some free time, they can 
join in an activity or event.  Again, the perception is that 
there is a great expectation of time.  
We are doing very well on recruitment for the year, and 
we need to keep up the great work!  I know with a little 
extra push these last few months, we will be on our way 
to meeting our intake goals for the year.  Thank you for 
all your hard work recruiting new members this year!  
Let me know if I can assist you in any way!  Vivat Jesus!

Did You Know?
State Ceremonials Director Brad Jacobs 

kcdegreesmn@gmail.com
bjacobs@patrioterect.com

(763) 477-4410

While the number of ceremonies has risen sharply, the 
number of staff members who are responsible for this 
incredibly important task has decreased.  Many of the 
brother knights who have accepted these duties and 
currently run our major degrees have had to triple or 
quadruple the amount of time and miles traveled to try 
and maintain our sterling record of accepting nearly 
every request we receive.  
I’ve asked previously, and I’m asking again, for you to 
seriously consider starting or joining a Formation or 
Knighthood Ceremonials Staff in your area.  The need 
is indeed urgent.  I don’t think I need to tell you the 
huge importance of our ceremonials in the continuation 
of the Order.  Men cannot become 3rd degree knights 
without learning the important principles exemplified 
in these degrees.
Let me know if you have interest, and I will be happy 
to get you up and running.  Thank you in advance for 
your consideration.  Vivat Jesus!

REMEMBER:  The most current copy of the 
exemplification schedule can be found online at 

mnknights.org

2018 Knights of Columbus 
Free Throw Championship

Chairman Conrad Meier
cmeier2@chartermi.net

(320) 260-6945 or (320) 259-5169

The 2018 Minnesota State Free Throw Championship 
will be hosted on April 7, 2018 at Cathedral High 
School in St. Cloud – the same location as the last two 
years.  
REMEMBER: Forms should never be entrusted to the 
winning youth or their families to carry from one  
competition to the next.  Chairmen should pass the 
original forms to the next level of competition, com-
plete with scores and signatures so the athletes can be 
confirmed as attending before the next event.  Please 
send clearly marked forms for your first and second 
place finishers to the next level of competition.  If the 
winner cannot attend, the second place finisher will be 
allowed to compete at the next level in all cases. 

Details can also be found on the State Website under 
Programs — Youth Programs — Free Throw 

Championship (on the second Youth Programs page).  

Supreme Incentives
“All Councils Active” 

If a council recruits one or more new members between 
now and February 28, 2018, they will receive at least one 
portrait of the Holy Family (see details in the online sup-
plement).
District deputies, whose districts contain 75% active coun-
cils or greater recruiting at least one new member by Feb-
ruary 28, 2018, will receive a portrait of the Holy Family. 

New Membership Recruitment 
Lottery Incentive Opportunity 

World Meeting of Families 
Dublin, Ireland August 21-26, 2018 

Beginning December 1, 2017, every time that you recruit a 
member into the Order, your name will go into a drawing, 
and on July 1, 2018, ten names will be drawn at random.  
If you are a winner, we will notify you and your wife im-
mediately so you can plan this once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity to interact with families from all over the world.  
When you return, you can become a beacon of light for 
other families in your council, community, and state. 
The more men that you recruit, the greater the probability 
you will have to win this trip. So please communicate this 
incentive to all of your council members so that they can 
have the chance to win this experience of a lifetime.  For 
more information on the World meeting of Families 2018, 
please visit: www.worldmeeting2018.ie. 

$4.50 Star Council per capita Credit for 
the 2017-18 Fraternal Year

As in the past three fraternal years, the Supreme Knight 
announced that the per capita credit of $4.50 will again be 
offered this fraternal year to all councils achieving Star 
Council status (see details in the online supplement).

Dial a Knight Birthday Initiative 
Each Knight Should Receive a Call on 
His Birthday from his Grand Knight to 
Check In & Wish Him Happy Birthday

Why?????
♦ Promotes Fraternity

♦ Keeps Council Records Up-to-date
♦ Lets Each Brother Know How 
Important He is to Your Council

St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member or friend serving in the 
military?  You can request a St. Michael Medal to be sent 
to them from State Chaplain Fr. Jeff.  There is no cost to 
you or the military service person.  The military person 
does not need to be a man, a Knight of Columbus, or a 
Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in the military, their rank, 
branch of service, and address to State Chaplain Fr. Jeff, 
and he will send the medal (and a prayer book if request-
ed) directly to the serviceman/woman.  

Please email your requests to: 
statechaplain@mnknights.org 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families are very 
important to our military men and women.  
Continue to pray for them and their safety. 

Give the gift of 
Knighthood!

Invite someone to 
join us today!

File your Council 
990-N e-Postcard 
to Maintain your 

Tax-exempt Status
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eMembership
IPSD Joe Konrardy

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 
(952) 451-1956

Minnesota has again taken on a leadership 
role with Supreme.  We have been approved 
to start a new method of attracting members 
via an online method called eMembership.  With today’s 
active lifestyle, many men between the ages on 18 and 40 
feel they do not have the time to join us.  They want to be 
part of a group that helps others but often find the      
commitment too much, initially.  
Now, through an online process, a man can join our   
Order and become an eMember.  With full web access, an 
eMember can access many of the offerings available to 
expand their faith while supporting the Domestic Church.  
While an eMember is a member of the State Council, he 
is not a member of a local council until he takes his 1st 
Degree.  However, an eMember may look for opportuni-
ties to participate in local council events and should be 
welcomed to participate.  The State Council will be re-
sponsible for communicating directly with the eMember.
An eMember is a Knight of Columbus, just not in the 1st 
Degree yet.  I am confident that once an eMember sees 
all that we do, he will want to join a local council and 
become active.  While this discernment takes place, being 
a welcoming council should be priority #1.  When an 
eMember asks about joining a local council, this          
information will be shared with the council’s leadership 
so that a 1st Degree can take place.  With our DVD of the 
1st Degree, offering this Exemplification can happen in 
days, not months, and he will immediately become a new  
member within the council and count toward that       
council’s membership goal.
Look for more details on eMembership on our state   
website (www.mnknights.org) and in these publications.  
District Deputies will also receive more information over 
the coming weeks.  We are all looking forward to the 
launch in February.  
Contact me with any questions you have.  I plan to use 
your questions, along with program details, to generate a 
Q&A to outline eMembership.  Please send me your 
questions by February 5th so they can be included in the 
first set of program details.

eMembers may get more information and join at 
kofc.org/joinus

Monitor Your 
Council’s Health

State Warden & Forms 
Chairman Dan DeCrans

statewarden@mnknights.org     
(218) 255-1125 

February is here, and how is your council doing this 
year?  Two important forms that are due or past due 
that can really help you in monitoring your coun-
cil’s health and wellbeing are the Annual Fraternal 
Survey #1728 due January 1st and the Semiannual 
Audit #1295 due February 15th.
The Annual Fraternal Survey is important to help 
keep the Knights of Columbus’ not for profit status.  
It is also a way to monitor your council’s charitable 
giving of time and talent.  Share this completed 
form with all of your members to show how much 
your council has done in the past year for your  
parish and community.
The Semiannual Audit also monitors how your 
council is doing both financially and in                
membership.  Membership-wise, are all your dues-
paying members caught up on their dues?  How 
many members are honorary life?  How many     
insurance members do you have?  How many inac-
tive members do you have?  Who are your inactive 
members?  When it gets down to the end of the 
year and you need one or two more insurance mem-
bers, go reactivate one of these members, and it 
will count as a new member and insurance member.
Mainly, the audit is done to keep your officers   
financially accountable to the membership of the 
council.  When a council does not get the audit 
done, this should be a red flag to everyone in your 
council.  Your officers have taken a pledge to be 
accountable to the membership, and not getting the 
audit done on time is not being accountable to the 
membership of your council.  When you miss two 
audits in a row, your Financial Secretary and  
Treasurer are no longer bonded!
This year, 63 councils have not sent in audits that 
were due August 15th.  The most current list is in 
the online supplement.  If your council is on this 
list, please get after your officers to get it done!  If 
you are not on the list, thank you.  Vivat Jesus!

Master’s Memo
District Master Craig Larson, PSD

master@mnknights.org     
(218) 289-3872

It’s not too early to begin recruiting for 
our Spring Exemplification April 21st in 
Brainerd.  Information has been mailed 
out and is available on the www.mnknights.org website.  
This Exemplification will follow the new dress code for 
the candidates and members.  A dark suit, white shirt, and 
tie are all that is needed to join the 4th Degree or for mem-
bers to observe the ceremony.  The new 4th Degree       
uniform is certainly welcome too.  Capes and chapeaus 
will also be worn by those assisting with the ceremony. 
Our 4th Degree biennial meeting will be held on Friday 
evening, April 20th, to discuss the business of the MN 4th

Degree and take nominations for my replacement as     
District Master.  Credential information has been sent to 
the Faithful Comptrollers.  We will hear reports from the 
projects of the MN 4th Degree (Fort St. Charles, Crow 
Wing Chapel, and the Fr. Hennepin Statue).  Please make 
your voices heard and have representatives from your  
assembly attend this important meeting.  Vice Supreme 
Master Paul Isherwood will join us for the weekend.
Another fun part of our Spring Exemplification weekend 
is the Hall of Fame inductions at the Saturday evening       
banquet.  There are currently over 50 members in the 
Clergy and more than 200 Sir Knights in the Hall of 
Fame.  Each assembly has deserving members who could 
be members of this elite group of men.  Please consider 
nominating someone for the Hall of Fame.  The          
nomination form has been sent to all comptrollers and is 
also available on the www.mnknights.org website.
Thank you to the Sir Knights who have ordered the new 
uniform.  You may know that the changeover date has 
been pushed back a year until June 30, 2019.  
As we integrate the new uniform into our assemblies for 
honor guards, purple leads in, followed by the new      
uniform and then regalia.
Please contact me if you have any questions regarding the 
4th Degree.  Together, let’s make 2018 the best year ever 
for the Minnesota Knights of Columbus.  Vivat Jesus!

Online Link for Housing Reservations 
for the Spring Exemplification 

https://craguns.formstack.com/forms/
knights_of_columbus_2018

KNIGHTLY NEWS

Our Priests for Life
Culture of Life Activities Director John Bowlin

saljohn67@q.com      (651) 483-1877

Priests for Life has built a focused campaign to educate 
the laity and battle the lies and evil of Planned 
Parenthood.  For more information on this, read the      
compete article in our online supplement and/or visit 
www.priestsforlife.org 
Here in Minnesota, we have strong leadership support 
from our bishops, local priests, and the many Christian 
ministers who do a wonderful job supporting their local 
pregnancy care centers.  We thank God for His Gift of 
Life and pledge to continue our defense of the most      
vulnerable.  Vivat Jesus!
Reflection:  J esus call us to the purest form of love, 
that is, love of those who cannot repay us.  The unborn 
children, whose lives we seek to protect, cannot repay us 
and do not even know we are fighting for them.  Prolife 
work is motivated by pure love.
Prayer: Lord, increase my love for  the children in the 
womb, who cannot acknowledge or repay me.  May you 
be my only reward. 

Let Charity be a Guide 
State Youth Activity Director Patrick Farrelly  
pfmaplegrove@aol.com      (763) 218-3816 

If you collect and distribute gently used coats, or buy 
coats from sources other than Supreme, please send me 
an email with some details of your program and how 
many coats you are distributing.  I have no other way of 
including your outreach in our Coats for Kids program 
evaluation.  Also, please let me know if the new coats 
you are distributing were donated by another agent so I 
can include those numbers. 

REMEMBER: Publicize the event through local 
media and through the same human services agencies, 

parishes, and schools you are serving.  
Pope Francis put it in perspective 
when he said, “True charity requires 
courage: let us overcome the fear of 
getting our hands dirty so as to help 
those in need.”  Please use this     
program to make a difference for 
children in need.

MN Knights Foundation Update on 
the 2017-18 State Raffle

MN K of C Foundation Treasurer Rick Morgan
rickmorgan53@gmail.com

It is early February, and some councils sent tickets 
and money back to the Foundation and already have 
their 50% refund checks.  We ask that FS’s send back 
unused tickets for us to redistribute.  More and more 
councils are seeing this raffle as an excellent        
fundraiser and are selling tickets at their various 
events and activities.  Some councils send two sheets 
per member with their annual dues notice. 
To keep this raffle season going smoothly, please 
remember the following:
· Never staple the tickets to a check.
· Bundle the raffle tickets separate from the 

checks or  just send us one council check.
· Include a short statement of how many tickets 

and how much money you sent us.  
· Don’t send cash, we prefer  one council check.
· We must have the tickets and money turned 

into our office by May 1, 2018 in order  to give 
us time to process the tickets and include them in 
the State Raffle held at the State KofC           
Convention.  This means DO NOT wait and 
hand in raffle tickets at the State Convention!

Good luck with this year’s Raffle!  

Supreme Wants to Cover Outstanding 
Upcoming Council Programs

The Supreme Council is always looking for              
outstanding council programs that can serve as 
examples of the good that a committed group of 
Catholic men can accomplish.  An "after action"  
report with good action photos is always appreciated.  
What's even better, though, is if we know about the 
program   before it happens.  With this knowledge, 
Supreme can assist in several ways, such as:
· arranging to capture professional photos or video of 

the program to be used in Columbia, in Knightline, on 
kofc.org, or in future video productions.

· helping to publicize the program among the general 
public and/or local media.

· offering insight into how to best leverage the program 
as a membership recruitment opportunity.

State Incentives 
(more details available in the 

online supplement at mnknight.org)

All in the Family!
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

If a member recruits a family member, the new member 
will receive a Madonna and Child Statue

2017-2018 Formation Degrees  
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

2nd Degree Team costs covered by the State Council if a 
minimum of 7 candidates are exemplified.

Opening the Doors   
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

District deputies starting a new council or 
reactivating a suspended council in his district, 

will receive a $300 Visa gift card.

* * * * * Recently Added * * * * *

Plus One Incentive
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

How many men did you recruit last year?  If you can recruit 
at least one additional man this year, you will increase our 
Order and also win a cool prize!
Recruit 1 additional member over what you recruited last 
year; receive a KofC hat.  Recruit 2 over; receive a KofC 
polo shirt.  Recruit 3 over; receive the shirt and a $20 gift 
card.  Recruit 4-9 over; receive the shirt and the $20 gift 
card plus an additional $5 for each member over 3.  Recruit 
10 or more over; receive the shirt and a $100 gift card with 
an additional $10 for each member over 10.
The number of members recruited will be based on Su-
preme records.  So, make sure to write your name and mem-
ber number clearly on the Form 100 in the proposer section.  
This is retroactive to July 1, 2017 and the new member 
must take his 1st Degree and have his Form 100 processed 
by June 30, 2018.
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Father Michael 
McGivney Guild  

Please join the Father McGivney 
Guild, and support his cause for 
canonization.  To sign up, please 
visit www.fathermcgivney.org/

Intensity and Integrity
State Program Director Joe George

programdirector@mnknights.org     (651) 253-3112

OK, so we’ve all made New Year’s Resolutions and have 
been doing our best to strive to achieve our goals right?  
No?  Why not?   You’re probably thinking, life just gets in 
the way.  Things are too busy right now.  I’m just too 
tired.  The people I work with are such downers.  Well, 
here is a different perspective.  I was reading online and I 
ran across this article.  
[“Who do you work for?  Ultimately, it’s not just a       
company, a boss, or even your family.  We all work for the 
Lord.  So that carries with it a responsibility — we should 
always do our best in human terms.  Consider the hidden 
life of Jesus as a carpenter.  Scripture doesn’t tell us much 
about this time in his life, of course, but I would imagine 
that Jesus was known for really great carpentry.  Can you 
imagine him producing shoddy work?  Me neither.
Our work necessarily involves trade-offs between        
perfection and timeliness, but we’re always able to work 
with intensity and integrity, to give our best efforts to the 
task at hand, and to pray that the Lord will bless and       
sanctify our work.”]
So what does this have to do with Knights of Columbus 
Programs?  I think it is exactly related to them.  When we 
hold programs, do we always do our best?  Are we doing 
everything we can to help those in need?  Are we working 
with intensity and integrity?  Are our programs being done 
in a shoddy manner? 
How about if we kicked it up a notch?  That would be a 
win-win.  Not only would your council be doing better 
programs that would ultimately benefit all those in need 
that you are striving to help, but consider it from the stand-
point of a recruiting tool.  What man would not want to be 
involved with a council that helps people and does so with 
intensity and integrity?  Always remember that we are all 
called to honor the Lord in everything we do in life.
So get out there and run those great intense programs with 
integrity and see what happens, and don’t forget to keep 
filling in your SP-7.  That’s a year long process and is due 
by June 30th.  If you fill it out as you complete programs, 
you’ll know which area your council needs more work in.  
Also, don’t forget to designate 4 of your programs as    
Domestic Church.  If you’re having trouble fulfilling 
those, talk to your pastor and see if he has anything your 
council can do for the Church.  I’m sure all you need to do 
is ask.

Thanks for all you do for the Knights.  
If you have any questions about programs or the Domestic 

Church, please feel free to contact me.  God Bless!  
Remember - “See a need, Fill a need.”  Vivat Jesus!

KNIGHTLY NEWS

Upon the death of a Brother Knight from your council, 
please send the following information to Fraternalism 
Director Randy Lindstrom at 609 25th Ave SW ~ Willmar 
MN 56201 ~ mnkcfc@gmail.com ~ (320) 231-2584
1) Deceased Knight’s Name     
2) Date of Death     
3) Council Number     
4) Town his Council is in     
5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relationship, and Address     
6) Indicate if he was a former DD, past State Officer, etc.
Remember, your council’s FS must send in a Form 100 

informing Supreme of this Brother Knight’s death.
The List of Deceased members is listed monthly in the 
online edition of the Knightly News at mnknights.org

Happy New Year!
Community Activities Director 

Randy Balausky
rbalausky@gmail.com (507) 213-9862

The bitter cold has hit Minnesota like a lion – I 
hope everyone is well on their way with planning 
and holding Community Programs.  I always refer 
to the 6 “P’s” when you plan any event: Proper, 
Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance.         
Remember, the more you plan ahead the better your 
outcome will be.

GOOD NEWS for the Global Wheel-
chair Mission!  At the Midwinter 
Meeting, we heard from many District 
Deputies that there is a need for the 
state to have more wheelchairs on 

hand.  We have now put in for an order for 110 
wheelchair that should be arriving in April.  We  
have also ordered more of the larger size wheel-
chairs.  We will be letting you know as soon as they 
arrive, so continue to hold your wheelchair events.
There seems to be some confusion as to holding a 
wheelchair event and what your intent for the 
wheelchairs are.  The State offers two (2) programs.  
(1) Currently, Minnesota is working on a container 
that will go to Guatemala.  (2) Wheelchairs can be 
purchased to be used for your local needs.  With 
these two options, when ordering wheelchairs, you 
must indicate your intentions for their use - other-
wise they will go to fill the container to Guatemala.
Continue to do your best with your programs, and I 

hope that you have a wonderful and prosperous 
2018.  Vivat Jesus!

Supreme Council 
Family of the Month 

One of the Easiest Programs to Run
~ 100 Awardees Drawn Monthly ~

Minnesota has had at least one 
Supreme Winner each month

Form 1993A on Supreme’s website at kofc.org 
complete online or mail in

Honor your council’s families and show them their 
dedication and the example they set is greatly appreci-
ated.  Choose a Family of the Year from your Families 
of the Month!  Use this as an SP-7 Council or Family 
Program.

Substance Abuse Poster & 
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contests

Send all winning entries with their 
official entry forms by March 1, 2018 to:

Chairman Mark Ritter
25215 Drexel Avenue 

New Prague, MN 56071
Please contact Mark with any questions 
ritter@bevcomm.net or (952) 758-9513 

Use KC Napkins at Council Events 
Cases of 5400 napkins $125 and 

Packages of 600 for $15  (plus shipping) 
Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder 
(320) 485-4448   schoenfelderkk@tds.net

“Father Wants You” 
Membership Campaign

To be held at least twice a year:
1. Meet with your parish priest to explain the  

campaign you would like to run, to get his     
permission, and to invite him to write his own  
letter of invitation or have him approve a 
“Father Wants You” invitation letter (several 
samples were sent to all MN grand knights and 
district deputies).

2. Ask for permission to use the parish           
membership roster or parish directory and a list 
of members who have joined the parish since it 
was published.

3. Compare this listing to your current roster and 
create a list of those men who do not belong to 
your council.

4. Form a team of council members who are active 
in the parish and know many of the parishioners

5. Have this team meet and highlight those men 
they know and would recommend for           
membership.

6. Have your parish priest look over the list of          
prospects, and see if he would like to add any 
other names to the list.

7. Schedule an open house to be attended by      
Father, your field agent, your council officers, 
the team, council members, prospective        
members, and the wives of these gentlemen.

8. Send out invitation letters to these prospective 
members.  Track who attends and who does not, 
so you can invite those who did not with a 
“Father Still Wants You” letter for the next 
open house.

9. Host an open house (ideas for this agenda were 
also sent out to GKs and DDs).

The Strength of the Order
Why You Should Support YOUR Own Company ~ K of C Insurance

I recently had a member call and want to cash out all his KofC products. I 
simply said, “OK, but do you mind if I ask why?” He said he heard that the 
KofC was not doing well financially. I sort of giggled and asked where he 
heard that; he wouldn’t say, but I suspect it was from someone who wanted to 
transfer his KofC assets to their company. Here are some facts about us, 
which is where YOUR Company stands.
· Our 17th Year of consistent growth; 2017 we placed $8.787 BILLION 

dollars of NEW Life Insurance to protect our members. Over $250        
million dollars more than last year.

· We have over $109 BILLION Dollars of Life Insurance in force,           
with the last 10 Years growing over $50 billion.

· We have more Field Agents than we’ve ever had, over 1,409 to serve you, 
our members.

· We delivered more than $400 MILLION dollars in death claims to our 
members and their beneficiaries, money that our brother’s families need 
at the worst times possible.

· For the 4th year in a row, we earned the designation as a 2017 World’s 
Most Ethical Company by the Ethisphere Institute, an honor awarded to 
only 127 companies in the world. 

· We have the highest security ratings from AM Best and Standard & Poor.
· We moved up 45 spots on the Fortune 1000 list to #880.
Not bad for a small group of Catholics. Talk to an agent today about your 
opportunities to utilize your own company. Vivat Jesus! 

East Central & NE MN
Jim Szczech, General Agent 
2 Second Ave S, Suite 145 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Office: 320-252-7173
Cell: 320-339-2848
Fax: 320-252-7179
Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
www.centralmnkofc.org
Metro Area 
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
Office: 952-686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org
Western Minnesota 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield, MN 56087 
Office: 507-723-3360
David.Goedke@kofc.org
Southern Minnesota
Ben Schleicher, General Agent
PO Box 332
Windom MN 56101
Office: 507-822-7173
Cell: 507-822-5168
Ben.Schleicher@kofc.org

Collect Pop Tabs for Ronald 
McDonald House

Chairman Chris Wrobel
greenway@integra.net ~ (952) 913-5366

Keep collecting those tabs! 
NOTE:  We can also accept the tabs from soup, fruit, 

vegetable, and pet food cans that have a tab top.

Þ Bring them to the 2018 State Convention
Þ Council with highest weight per member wins
Þ Winning Council announced at the 2018 State          

Convention Banquet
Þ Winner may display the traveling trophy until the 

2019 State Convention
Þ Benefit Minnesota Ronald McDonald Houses
Þ Help families who need these services in Minnesota

Holy Family Icon Schedule by        
District August 2017 to June 2018

Date NE NW SE SW S Metro N Metro W

Feb. 2018 5 60 26 22 57 59 38
Mar. 2018 4 61 33 23 56 43 17
Apr. 2018 4 11 36 24 64 44 16
May.2018 3 11 35 24 62 53 16
Jun. 2018 1 12 35 25 50 53 14

For questions, comments, or additional           
supplies, please contact Marian Hour of Prayer 

Chairman Orville Fillbrandt (612) 751-2943       
OR   (952) 887-1218   Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Holy Family Icon
Plan ahead!  Look at this schedule and plan your 
prayer services in advance so everything is ready to 
roll when you get the icon.

Do you have a 
Form 100 in 

your pocket or 
billfold? 

You never know 
when the 

opportunity will 
arise to invite 

someone to join 
us!  Maybe today!


