
State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi
(507) 426-7125
statechaplain@mnkights.org 
Assoc. State Chaplain Fr. Gabriel Walz
(320) 429-8025
associatechaplain@mnknights.org 
State Deputy Robert Penas 
(320) 327-2122
statedeputy@mnknights.org 
IPSD Joe Konrardy 
(952) 451-1956
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 
State Secretary Marc Peters 
(651) 482-8771
statesecretary@mnknights.org 
State Treasurer David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997
statet@mnknights.org 
State Advocate James Terwedo 
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 
State Warden Dan DeCrans
(218) 255-1125 
statewarden@mnknights.org 
District Master Craig Larson 
(218) 289-3872
master@mnknights.org
State Office 
820 2nd Ave SW 
Hutchinson MN 55350-2307
Office (320) 587-0747 FAX (320) 587-6251
adminassistant@mnknights.org
State Membership Director Bou Gazley
(507) 259-7851
membershipdirector@mnknights.org
State Program  Director Joe George
(651) 253-3112    
programdirector@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
Editors Bob & Peni Penas 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Monthly Dedication  
November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory, celebrated on November 
2nd.  Let us pray that the Lord, our God, has compassion of those brothers and 
sisters who died and are in their journey to heaven:

O God, you generously pardon our sin, and you desire our salvation. 
In your kindness grant that your servants who have departed from this life

may be admitted into the fellowship of everlasting happiness
through the intercession of the blessed Ever-Virgin Mary

and all your saints, through Jesus Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

Upcoming Events
November
1 - All Saints’ Day - Holy Day of Obligation
2 - All Souls’ Day
5 - Daylight Savings Time Ends 
5-11 - National Vocations Awareness Week
9-12 - Special Olympics State Bowling 

Tournaments at 7 MN Locations 
11 - Veterans Day
23 - Thanksgiving
24 - Charitable Outreach Day
26 - Christ the King ~ Solemnity of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
December
1-3 - Midyear Meeting for District Deputies
3 - First Sunday in Advent
8 - Immaculate Conception - Holy Day of Obligation
12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe
21 - Winter Begins
25 - The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

Special Olympics State 
Bowling Tournaments

Get Involved!  Help is still needed across the board 
(especially in Welsh and Moorhead)!

Visit www.SOMN.org/KofC to Join in the 
Fun and Register as a Volunteer Today! 

Location Nov. Knight Contact Phone #
Brainerd 9th-11th DD2 Jesse Kosloski 218-330-5648
Brooklyn Park 10th-12th Dan Irvin 763-416-2067
Duluth 10th-12th DD4 Paul Sever 218-729-7767
Lakeville 11th-12th Chris Wrobel 952-913-5366
Mankato 11th-12th Chris Wrobel 952-913-5366
Moorhead 9th-11th DD13 Dennis Ouderkirk 701-730-2155
Welch 11th-12th DD30 Francis Kelly 507-356-4793

Congratulations!
Minnesota has 2 

International Free 
Throw Winners and 

1 International 
Essay Contest 

Winner this year!
12 year old Boys 

International Winner
Isaac Maddock 
Osakis Council 

3176
13 year old Girls 

International Winner
Lily Kara Peterson

Deerwood 
Council 3473
10 year old 

International 
Essay Winner

Alexa Greenwald 
from Shakopee 
Council 1685

Welcome to Sagrado Corazon Consejo 
(Sacred Heart Council) 16582 in St. Paul, MN

Welcome to St. Joseph Council 16860 in Hallock, MN
Welcome to our newest assembly and the first Minnesota 

Hispanic Assembly the St. Juan Diego Asamblea.  
These men carried the Our Lady of Fatima statue in the 

Archdiocesan Candlelit Rosary Procession on October 13th
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Memoriam
Please pray for these 
deceased brother 
knights and their families
Bloomington Council 3827

Robert Eaton
Burnsville Council 6374

Eugene Kuntz
Detroit Lakes Council 3166

Leo Rabideaux
Forest Lake Council 3657

Harold Lang
Hastings Council 1600

Donald Laumeyer
Minneapolis Council 435

Bob Hazelton
Mora Council 5078

John Blackbird
Oak Grove/Cedar Council 9585

Charles Downs
St. Cloud Council 961

Norbert (Red) Marthaler
Stillwater Council 1632

Myron (Mike) Scullen
Willmar Council 2764

Raymond Hyser
Report deceased member 

names to Fraternalism Director 
Randy Lindstrom at 

mnkcfc@gmail.com so we can 
publish them monthly

Don’t Hibernate!
State Deputy Bob Penas     

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com     
(320) 327-2122 

The cold weather is upon us, and Minnesotans love to hunker down for couch 
time with a blanket, a book, or a good game on TV.  Don’t be sucked into the 
soft couch and hibernate, forgetting about the world outside, and growling at 
those who try to draw us out.  We are needed more than ever this time of year.  
Think of all the fall activities our councils can help with: Food Shelf, Fall 
Clean-up for our elderly neighbors and the widows in our community, Free 
Throw, Poster, and Essay Contests for our school kids, Leading the Rosary 
before Mass, Holiday Gatherings with our Knights of Columbus and our par-
ish families, sprucing up our Prolife Across America Billboards and our Mon-
uments to the Unborn, volunteering at the Special Olympics State Bowling 
Tournaments, and the list goes on and on.
Now is the perfect time to get involved and to ask other men in your lives to 
help out, as well.  Who knows, after helping with some projects and experi-
encing the joy of volunteering with other Catholic men, they may want to be-
come a member of your council.  Remember, our projects are not just for 
council members.  Invite your family, your friends, and members of your par-
ish to help out, too!  Make it fun, and involve as many people as possible.  
Watching the squirrels scurrying around, gathering nuts, I am reminded of 
how some councils are great at recruiting new members, but then like the 
squirrels, they “forget where they put them.”  In other words, they sign guys 
up but then forget that this is only the beginning.  New members need to be 
nurtured.  They need to be invited.  We need to take their needs and interests 
into account when we choose projects, make up workers lists, and look at new 
ideas for our councils.  You did the “hard part” putting yourself out there and 
asking them to join you.  Now concentrate on the fun part, working and 
spending time together as Brother Knights — being a vibrant, positive force in 
your parish and in your community.  Be the people other people want to spend 
time with!  
Finally, we are seeing more and more of our members transferring to Fr. 
McGivney’s Council in heaven.  Pray for our brothers and their families.  
They will be missed.  In order to continue to “Open Wide the Doors to Christ” 
as we do God’s work here on earth, I ask that everyone (ladies included) 
please ask a Catholic man and his family to join the Knights of Columbus.  
Vivat Jesus!

Upon the death of a Brother Knight from your council, please 
send the following information to 

Fraternalism Director Randy Lindstrom at 
609 25th Ave SW

Willmar, MN 56201
mnkcfc@gmail.com   

(320) 231-2584
1) Deceased Knight’s Name     2) Date of Death     3) Council Number     

4) Town his Council is in     5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relationship, Address     
6) Indicate if he was a former DD, past State Officer, etc.

Remember, your council’s financial secretary must 
send in a Form 100 informing Supreme 

of this Brother Knight’s death.

More 
Minnesota Winners

Congratulations to the September 
Families of Mike Penas of Silver 
Lake Council 1841 and the Steve 
Boerner of Zumbrota/Pine Island 
Council 16106.  They were chosen 
as Supreme Family of the Month 
winners.

Thank you to participating 
councils 1841, 5141, 7057, 9601, 

9905, 14616, and 16106.
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2017 State Incentives 
for Individuals

All in the Family!     
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
Recruit a family member (son 
or grandson, father or grandfa-
ther, brother or uncle), and the 

new member will receive a Ma-
donna and Child Statue.  

The Financial Secretary will 
need to send a copy of the Form 
100 to the State Deputy stating 

the relationship.

2017 State Incentives 
for Councils 

2017-2018 Formation 
Degrees  

July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
The cost for the 2nd Degree 
Team will be covered by the 

State Council if a minimum of 7 
candidates are exemplified.

2017 State Incentive for 
District Deputies

Opening the Doors  
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
If a district deputy starts a new 

council or reactivates a 
suspended council in his 
district, he will receive a 

$300 Visa gift card.

The Final Harvest
State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi     statechaplain@mnkights.org 

November is a very unique month for us as Catholics.  We remember our de-
ceased loved ones as we celebrate the feasts of All Saints and All Souls.  Toward 
the end of the month, we wrap up our church year with the final Sunday being the 
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (November 26th this 
year.)  As we bring in the harvest, we praise God who also takes home the harvest 
of those who have died.  Our Sunday scriptures are focused on the end of time and 
God’s call to be ready to give an account of our lives.  Perhaps the most powerful 
image we are given is the judgement scene in Matthew 25:31-46 when the sheep 
are separated from the goats.  Jesus identifies himself with those who are hungry, 
thirsty, a stranger, naked, ill, and in prison.  If we have trouble seeing Christ’s 
presence in these people who are in need, now is the time to begin serving them.  
Whether or not it is through an official Knights of Columbus program, we who 
are baptized are sent by the Lord to bring relief and companionship to those who 
may begin to doubt God’s presence and help in their lives.  Vivat Jesus!

Congratulations to 
the Minnesota 

Councils 
receiving 
Fast Start 

incentive rewards!

Congratulations to 
the individuals 

receiving MN KC 
button up shirts in 
the Warm it Up! 

incentive!

Congratulations to 
District Deputies
receiving MN KC 
button up shirts in 

the First and 
Foremost 
incentive!

Congratulations 
to new 

Brother Knight 
Fernando Vaca.

His proposer 
was his son. 

Brother Segundo 
received a Ma-

donna and Child 
statue 

compliments of 
the State Council 
as a participant

in the 
All in the Family 

incentive.

COUNCIL DISTRICT LOCATION PERCENT Incentive 
Prize

16316 062 Worthington 175% $500.00

1640 006 Virginia 150% $500.00

16716 017 Rosen 150% $500.00

16198 062 St Paul 125% $500.00

7750 063 Lindstrom 100% $500.00

1491 002 Brainerd 50% $500.00

4184 057 West St Paul 50% $500.00

12140 037 Norwood-Young America 50% $200.00

13144 011 Hackensack/Walker 50% $200.00

13680 033 Mankato 50% $200.00

16106 047 Watertown 50% $200.00

1608 024 Windom 40% $200.00

5101 001 Hinckley 40% $200.00

7539 040 Hillman 40% $200.00

8280 010 Ada 37.50% $200.00

3473 002 Deerwood 33.33% $200.00

3659 057 South St Paul/Inver 33.33% $200.00

1575 024 Fairmont 31.25% $200.00

13359 052 Maple Grove 30% $200.00

7604 055 Eagan 26.32% $200.00

14145 031 Rochester 25% $200.00

14616 016 Grey Eagle/Swanville 25% $200.00

These Minnesota Councils 
Each received a Fast Start 

incentive reward
July 1, 2017 - September 30, 2017

Þ If a council reaches 25% of their net mem-
bership goal, the council will receive $200 
for charitable use (minimum of 2 members)

Þ If a council reaches 50% of their net mem-
bership goal, the council will receive $500 
for charitable use (minimum of 3 members)
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St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family 

member or friend serving 
in the military?  

You can request a St. Michael 
Medal to be sent to them from 

our State Chaplain.
There is no cost to you or the 
military service person.  The 
military person does not need 
to be a man, a Knight of 
Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person 
in the military, their rank, 
branch of service, and address 
to State Chaplain Fr. Jeff, and 
he will send the medal (and a 
prayer book if requested) 
directly to the serviceman/
woman.  

Please email your 
requests to: 

statechaplain@mnknights.org 
Prayers from our Minnesota 
Knights’ families are very 

important to our military men 
and women.  Continue to pray 

for them and their safety. 

On Par for Star  
Do you have enough programs?  Need new ideas?  Contact your District Deputy, 

one of our Program Chairmen, or State Program Director Joe George. 
Do you have a First Degree scheduled for each month, so when you have a prospective 

member, you can tell him when the degree will be held?  
He shouldn’t have to wait long. We want him to feel welcome and wanted.

Need help with recruitment?  Contact your District Deputy, your Field Agent, or 
State Membership Director  Bou Gazley, 

They will be glad to assist you.  Your success is their first priority.

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!  You may be amazed by what you 
and your council can accomplish as you open the doors to Christ!  

Vivat Jesus!

The Ultimate Options
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Gabriel Walz

associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org
We conclude another liturgical year at the end of November.  On the final Sunday 
of the month of November, we celebrate the Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the King of the Universe.  At that final Sunday liturgy, the Gospel reading 
(Matthew 25:31-46) reminds us that there are—for all eternity—ultimately two op-
tions to choose from: to spend eternity in intimate communion and right relation-
ship with God, or to spend eternity in the misery of permanent separation from the 
One whose company alone can fulfill the deepest longings of our restless hearts.  
Matthew’s Gospel makes clear that our choices in this life determine that single 
most enduring decision.  May we, together with our families in these final weeks of 
the liturgical year, renew our commitment to follow Jesus Christ our King with un-
divided hearts.  Vivat Jesus!
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Coats for Kids 
Target Date 

Nov. 4th
You can distribute coats from 
any source - not just those from 
Supreme – as part of this pro-
gram.  Furthermore, if you buy 
(or collect) and distribute 96 
coats, your program will qualify 
as a Featured Program in the 
youth category on your SP-7.  

Timely Reminders
State Secretary Marc Peters     

statesecretary@mnknights.org     (651) 482-8771     
These are just some reminders for the councils:
¨ Please insure your state per capita is in.  I’ll be mailing reminders early this month.
¨ Also a few councils  haven't paid for the 2017 tootsie roll candy.  There will be a re-

minder as well for that.
¨ With two months to go on the calendar year, I suggest you start putting together the 

hours you have donated in time.  This can be for church, community, council, family, 
youth, or prolife activities.  Take this year’s calendar and start writing down hours.  
Come early January, when your FS asks for this information, it shouldn't be a burden 
to complete and get to him.

¨ Has your council recruited at least one new member?  The council grows older each 
day.  The new members will add a spark to your council activities, more enthusiasm. 
We need to share this experience.

¨ I'll be in Duluth to help with the Special Olympics bowling which now has 7 regional 
sites vs. the three sites in the Cities last year.  This should increase participation with 
the athlete bowlers and volunteers alike.

¨ Thank you for your involvement in areas that help promote your parish whether it is a 
Knights of Columbus activity or not.  Your pastor and parish does notice this participa-
tion.

¨ Finally, remember to think 2019 Supreme Convention here in Minneapolis.  We are 
currently gathering the names of men and women who would like to volunteer to help. 
Check the website at mnknights.org for more information.

COATS FOR KIDS – Let Charity be a guide 
State Youth Activity Director Patrick Farrelly  763-218-3816 pfmaplegrove@aol.com
When families struggle to clothe their children with warm coats in the winter, our Knights of Columbus councils help meet this 
basic need with the Coats for Kids program.  Coats for Kids allows councils across North America to purchase new winter coats
for children at a discount and to distribute them to children in need in their local communities.
Since the program’s launching in 2009, nearly 400,000 coats have been distributed in 49 states and all 10 Canadian provinces. 
In winter 2016 alone, the Knights of Columbus distributed 78,576 coats in 1,600 communities throughout the U.S. and Canada, 
including events at military bases, in Native American communities, at inner-city neighborhoods and through partnerships with 
local police and fire departments.
What are you doing with this program?  Do you watch all the great Coats for Kids events other Councils are running as they sail 
by or are you embarking on your own voyage guided by charity?  This is a great fast schooner of a program and it can really 
touch lives.  Don’t let another year go by without putting a coat on a child who needs one.  Assemblies can use their charitable 
funds to strengthen the Coats for Kids impact in their areas.  Every Knights of Columbus council is eligible to participate in 
Coats for Kids. Coats can be purchased at a cost of $220 per case of 12 (including shipping) for orders shipped to addresses in 
Minnesota.  Standard size boys case has 2 size 8, 4 size 10/12, 4 size 14/16, and 2 size 18 coats.  Small size boys case has 2 size 
4, 6 size 6, and 4 size 7 coats.  Standard size girls case has 4 size 7/8, 6 size 10/12, and 2 size 14/16 coats.  Small size girls case 
has 2 size 4, 6 size 5/6, and 4 size 6X coats.
NEW!! This fraternal year  a limited supply of cases for  boys and gir ls will be available with an assor tment of teen sizes 
ranging from small to extra-large, for 8th grade through high school. The size distribution will be four size small, four size me-
dium, two size large, and two size extra-large. These Coats can be purchased on Knightsgear for $288 per case of 12 (includes 
group shipping only) for orders shipped to Minnesota.  Shipping takes two to three weeks from the date of order. Small orders
come via UPS, large orders come via freight truck.  Tracking information will be emailed upon shipment.  If your C4K order is
lost, damaged, or does not arrive:  If the order was placed through Knights Gear, call Knights Gear customer service at 1-855-
GEAR-KOC (855-432-7562). If a Supreme Council staff placed the order, call (203) 752-4270.
Publicize the event through local media and through the same human services agencies, parishes and schools you are 
serving.  
If you collect and distribute used coats, or buy coats from sources other than Supreme, please send me an email with some de-
tails of your program and how many coats you are distributing.  I have no other way of including your outreach in our Coats for 
Kids program evaluation.  Also, please let me know if the new coats you are distributing were donated by another agent so I can 
include those numbers.  Email: pfmaplegrove@aol.com

Pope Francis put it in perspective when he said “true charity requires courage: let us overcome the fear of getting our hands 
dirty so as to help those in need.”  Please use this program to make a difference for children in need.



The Supreme Council is al-
ways looking for outstand-
ing council programs that 
can serve as examples of the 
good that a committed group 
of Catholic men can accom-
plish.  An "after action" re-
port with good action photos 
is always appreciated.  
What's even better, though, 
is if we know about the pro-
gram before it happens.  
With this knowledge, Su-
preme can assist in several 
ways, such as:
Þ arranging to capture pro-

fessional photos or vid-
eo of the program that 
might be used in Colum-
bia or Knightline, on 
kofc.org, or in future 
video productions.

Þ helping to publicize the 
program among the gen-
eral public and/or local 
media.

Þ offering insight into how 
to best leverage the pro-
gram as a membership 
recruitment opportunity.

In addition to programs, 
we'd also like to know about 
outstanding Knights.  The 
Supreme Communications 
Team is planning a series of 
short videos featuring out-
standing Knights of Colum-
bus, to showcase the Order 
as an organization that Cath-
olic men would want to be a 
part of.  Think of members 
who might have a uniquely 
inspiring story to tell, and 
Supreme might be able to 
provide the venue through 
which they can tell it.
Supreme may not be able to 
spotlight every program or 
every member you identify 
for us, but working together, 
I know we can highlight the 
good things happening every 
day throughout the Order, 
and help the Order to grow.  
Vivat Jesus!
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My 2 cents
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff     

statet@mnknights.org     
(763) 772-2997      

Some of you may know that Marty & I are in the process of selling our house … the plan 
being to move to a smaller house on one level.  A few days after our house was posted on the 
market, one of our daughters presented us with a “Home Seller Kit.”  This consisted of a 
small statue of St Joseph, along with a prayer and instructions to bury the statue upside-down 
in the garden.
The last lines of the prayer read “… I am going to place you in a difficult position with your 
head in darkness and you will suffer as our Lord suffered, until this house is sold.  Then … I 
will redeem you and you will receive my gratitude and a place of honor in my home.”  Now, 
I don’t know about you, but the idea that: firstly, burying a statue of St Joseph will cause the 
saint some physical discomfort; and secondly, that this will cause him to be favorably in-
clined to the request, seem to me to be unlikely at best, and grounded in non-Christian super-
stition at worst.
I Googled the subject, expecting to find an article stating that the Church frowns on this prac-
tice, but instead found a whole load of places where I could buy the “kit” … although there 
are a couple of good articles on www.catholic.org and www.rcsprituality.org, highlighting 
the difference between faith and superstition.
So … what did we do? We placed the statue in a prominent place in our bedroom, and we say 
the prayer every night as we go to bed (skipping the lines mentioned above!), in the belief 
that St Joseph will be much more likely to intercede on our behalf since we did NOT bury 
him!

Vivat Jesus!

A Prayer Garden Memorial for the Unborn
Culture of Life Activities Director John Bowlin

saljohn67@q.com
(651) 483-1877

In Life and Death we belong to our Lord.  As Knights, we are committed to defending the 
unborn from abortion with our ultrasound program, and in death with memorials honoring 
them with the dignity they deserve.  The act of creating, dedicating, and blessing a memorial 
for the unborn bears witness to the sanctity of life.  Memorials can be located in churches, on 
parish grounds, or in church cemeteries.  I encourage councils to consider this culture of life 
activity in the coming year.
St. Odilia Parish dedicated and blessed their new memorial for the unborn this past June.  
Father Rask, our Pastor was present along with parishioners, as Father Stiles led the dedica-
tion and blessing.  This was a joint parish project of the Respect for Life Ministry and the 
Knights of Columbus.  With the arrival of spring, nature began its annual unveiling of our 
beautiful prayer garden and grotto created for Mary, The Mother of Our Prayer Garden.  In 
the memorial for the unborn is a beautiful granite bench with the engraving on the front edge 
reading, “In Loving Memory of the Unborn”.  The bench is located near the statue of Mary, 
Queen of Peace, with Mary facing the bench memorial with her open outstretched hands, in-
viting us to join her in prayer.  

O Mary, to you do we entrust the cause of Life
These memorials are testimonials to the fact that abortion is the taking of an innocent human 
life called forth into existence by a loving and generous God.  It is a sacred place to 
acknowledge those special lives and give them the dignity they deserve and a place for loved 
ones seeking forgiveness, healing, and restoration. The dignity of each human person is root-
ed in his or her creation in the image and likeness of God.  Countless Christian communities 
across America have also embraced this love and respect for life with Memorials for the Un-
born.

O Mary, grant that all who believe in your Son may joyfully proclaim the Gospel of Life
40 Days for Life Twin Cities Fall Campaign
September 27 – November 5, 2017 at the Mega-Planned Parenthood in St. Paul
For information contact Brian Walker at brian.walker@plam.org



Remember to File 
your Council 
Paperwork!

Form 185 and Form 365 and 
your other council reports and 
forms help the State and Su-
preme Councils send infor-
mation to council leadership, 
monitor the health of your 
council, keep up-to-date with 
what is happening in your 
council, see where we need to 
improve, offer assistance, or 
make changes, and much 
more.  We are here to help 
your council succeed and con-
tinue to grow and improve as 
you serve our communities.
If you make changes or add 
chairmen or directors, please 
fine a new Form 185 or Form 
365.  ALWAYS send a copy 
to the State Deputy or the 
State Office!  Thank you!

Holy Family Icon Schedule by        
District August 2017 to June 2018

Date NE NW SE SW S 
Metro

N 
Metro W

Nov. 2017 7 10 27 20 30 63 45
Dec. 2017 6 9 27 20 30 63 39
Jan. 2018 6 8 32 21 55 52 39
Feb. 2018 5 60 26 22 57 59 38
Mar. 2018 4 61 33 23 56 43 17
Apr. 2018 4 11 36 24 62 44 16
May.2018 3 11 35 24 62 53 16
Jun. 2018 1 12 35 25 50 53 14

For questions, comments, or additional  
supplies, please contact Marian Hour of 

Prayer Chairman Orville Fillbrandt                        
(612) 751-2943 OR (952) 887-1218                     

Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Plan Ahead!  Look at this sched-
ule and plan your prayer services 
in advance so everything is ready 

to roll when you get the icon.
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Schedule Them Now!
State Membership Director Bou Gazley

membershipdirector@mnknights.org     (507) 259-7851
October has now come to a close, and our membership drives are now complete.  Now it 
is time to make sure we have our Admission Degrees scheduled so we can follow up on 
all of our prospect cards and get them into the Knights of Columbus!  There should be a 
First Degree scheduled in each district every month.  Just because there is one scheduled, 
doesn’t mean that your council cannot host another one to get your new members in.  We 
do not want to have potential members waiting for a degree, get one scheduled to fit their 
needs!
If you did not have a chance to do a membership drive in October, do one next weekend 
or the weekend after that.  Just because Supreme encourages membership drives in Octo-
ber and March, that does not mean they cannot be conducted other times of the year.  
Sometimes these months don’t work out the best for your parish or maybe you got a late 
start planning.  Don’t give up on it now!  Membership is what keeps our councils going 
and new members will keep excitement in our programing and our fraternity.
Lastly, when I started this year as membership director, I set two main focuses for the 
year in order for us to achieve our membership goals.  The first is new council develop-
ment.  Currently, we have started two new councils and there are seven areas where we 
are working on starting new councils.  These are areas where the priest has stated that he 
would like a council.  If you know of any areas that you think would be a good location 
for a new council, please send me an email with the location, and I will add it to my list 
and work on talking to Father for his thoughts.
My second area of focus is attracting younger members.  A committee was created to 
investigate why younger men have joined the Knights of Columbus and what we need to 
do in order to gain more younger members.  This committee has put together a survey 
that was sent out to these young men to get their feedback.  Some of the results of this 
survey will be presented in future months so that we can all have better knowledge about 
how to attract and maintain these younger members.  As always, if you need any assis-
tance with any membership concerns in your council, please reach out and I will assist 
you any way that I can.  Vivat Jesus!

HOLY 
FAMILY 
ICON 

Each of our 7 Holy 
Family Icons has a 
case of  English 
Prayer Books and English Prayer 
Cards and a case of Spanish Prayer 
Books and Spanish Prayer Cards.  
It is critical that each District Deputy 
receive and pass on the Holy Family 
Icon and materials according to the 
schedule for the 7 Holy Family Icons.

This link to the Holy Family Icon 
Prayer Book is:  

http://kofc.org/un/en/service/church/
marian/support_materials.html

Chairman Orv Fillbrandt
(612) 751-2943

OR (952) 887-1218
Orville@Fillbrandt.com

2019 Supreme 
Convention 

Co-Chair Philip M. Harter, PSD
In 2019, from August 3-8, we in 
Minnesota will have the honor 
and responsibility to host the 
137th edition of this great con-
vention.  
If you would like to be part of 
this great event, it is not too early 
for you to complete the volunteer 
form at 
https://mnknights.org/the-2019-

supreme-convention-in-
minnesota/

There you will find the many 
ways you can become involved, 
such as a driver that will have 
direct contact with the hierarchy 
or as a greeter to welcome guest 
from all over the world.  We still 
have many opportunities for 
leadership positions.  

Log on and sign up today!



Invite 
Someone 
to Join 
Today
Share the pride!

Share the joy! 

Share the satisfaction!

Ask a neighbor, a 
friend, a family 

member to join us 
TODAY!

2017 
Keep 
Christ 

in 
Christmas Cards are 

Still Available!
All the Information is on the 

State website at 
mnknights.org

Questions?  Contact Jeff 
Bagniewski

3335 Marion Road SE
Rochester MN 55904

(507) 884-1521
jpbags@charter.net
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Are You Hungry?
State Program Director Joe George

(651) 253-3112
Have you ever been hungry, I mean really hungry?  Think about how that felt.  Then think 
about all of the people out there in the world, and most importantly in your own community, 
who can’t afford to buy food for their families.  I bet they are even hungrier than most of us 
have ever been.  So, here is my question to you.  What can we do about it?  Well, how about 
a food drive at your church?  Thanksgiving and Christmas will be here before you know it.  
Food shelves all over the state put together holiday meals for families.  They also distribute 
food as needed to families.  A food drive is very easy to run and can make a huge impact in 
your community.
1. If you ask your local food shelf, they will probably give you a list of the kinds of foods 

they are looking for. 
2. Type up a list and staple it to a grocery bag.                                                                               

(Many grocery stores will donate bags for your cause if you simply ask them.) 
3. Pass out the bags after all Masses one weekend and tell everyone to bring them back 

next week. 
4. Collect the bags the next week. 
5. Bring all the food collected to the food shelf. They will weigh it for you. 
To encourage local Knights of Columbus councils to participate in this worthwhile program, 
the Supreme Council offers financial rebates to councils and assemblies that donate food or 
money to their local food shelves.  The Supreme Council will refund $100 for every $500 
donated, or for every 1,000 pounds of food that they contribute to a parish food pantry, com-
munity food bank, or soup kitchen - up to a maximum of $500 per council or assembly per 
fraternal year.  The rebate form is available on the KofC.org website, form number 10057.
There is one more activity that is coming up very soon.  The Special Olympics Bowling 
Tournament occurs around the state during the weekend of November 9th through Novem-
ber 12th.  There are now SEVEN locations statewide!  We are very much in need of help 
this year due to the many locations.  Please go to www.SOMN.org/KofC and sign up for 
a shift.  You won’t regret it.

Remember- “See a need, Fill a need.”
Vivat Jesus!

Fill the Need!!!
Community Activities Director Randy Balausky

rbalausky@gmail.com       (507) 213-9862

Due to circumstances beyond our control, our container that was originally 
intended for Colombia, will be sent to Guatemala instead.  If you donated to 
the Colombia container and do not want those funds used to send chairs to 
Guatemala instead, please contact me and we will refund your donation.  We 
are now working on a second container.
Remember, many locations here in Minnesota also need chairs.  Here is an update as 
to what we still have in stock right here in Minnesota. At the time this article was 
written, we had 19 wheelchairs available in 2 sizes: (2) 14” and (17)18”.  We have 
them in 2 locations in the State: Lino Lakes in the South and Nevis in the North. 
Please call me if you have any questions on how to order or where to pick them up.
The form can be found on the mnknights.org website under forms and on page 17 in 
this newsletter. This form can be used for the Guatemala wheelchairs, as well as the 

Minnesota wheelchairs.  Thanks you for all you do for the Knights.

Use KC Napkins 
at 

Council    
Events 
Cases of 5400 napkins 

for $125 (plus shipping) 
Packages of 600 for $15 

(plus shipping)
Contact Brother Knight 

Ken Schoenfelder 
schoenfelderkk@tds.net

(320) 485-4448
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Master’s Memo
District Master Craig Larson, PSD    

master@mnknights.org     (218) 289-3872
Congratulations to our new Sir Knights who took the lesson of Patriotism in Marshall.  
Congratulations also, to our new Brother Knights who joined us on Friday evening.  We 
couldn’t have done it without you!  It was a wonderful weekend of Charity, Unity, Fraterni-
ty, and Patriotism.  I hope that you will all be active members of your councils and assem-
blies.  Thank you to the ladies, Sir Knights, and Brother Knights of the Marshall area for 
putting it all together and to our dedicated ceremonial staff who taught the lessons of the 
degrees. 
I attended the provincial meeting of the Marquette Province in Chicago earlier this month. 
The struggles and concerns of the new uniform are the same in all states.  The concerns of 
our older members and the questions of the future of the Color Corps and Honor Guards is 
the same everywhere.  As it currently stands, the old uniform will no longer be used after 
July 1, 2018.  Under “special circumstances” the old uniform MAY still be used.  What 
constitutes “special circumstances” is still being worked out along with changes in ceremo-
nials, promotional material, and many other parts of the puzzle.
Nothing changes until July 1, so I encourage everyone to participate in as many functions 
as you can to keep being the visible arm of the Knights of Columbus.  
Our Spring Exemplification is scheduled for April 21, 2018 at Cragun’s resort in Brainerd. 
The Scott Assembly is working to make sure everyone has a great time in Brainerd.  They 
have some special plans for the ladies so they will have a memorable weekend with some 
of their new best friends.
On Friday, April 20th we will conduct our District Assembly Biennial meeting to conduct 
the business of the 4th Degree here in Minnesota.  At this meeting, we will be taking nomi-
nations for my successor as District Master.  Any member of the 4th degree in good stand-
ing can be nominated.  We are required to submit 3 names to the Supreme Council as nomi-
nees for the position.  The Supreme Master makes the appointment in August, and the Mas-
ter assumes the office on September 1, 2018.  I encourage each assembly to put this on your 
agenda to determine if someone is interested in the position.  Each assembly is entitled to 
send delegates to represent the Sir Knights of your assembly.  Information will be sent out 
in January, so there will be plenty of time to elect delegates and get paperwork submitted. 
It’s not too early to start recruiting!  Let’s have a large class of new members so we can 
grow the 4th Degree here in Minnesota.
Thank you for all the emails and other communications I’ve received regarding the new 
uniform.  It shows that we have some dedicated Sir Knights here in Minnesota.  I continue 
to be proud to be your District Master and hope for a great future for the Knights of Colum-
bus.  Vivat Jesus!

East Central & NE MN
Jim Szczech, General Agent 
2 Second Ave S, Suite 145 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Office: 320-252-7173
Cell: 320-339-2848
Fax: 320-252-7179
Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
www.centralmnkofc.org
Metro Area 
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
Office: 952-686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org
Western Minnesota 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield, MN 56087 
Office: 507-723-3360
David.Goedke@kofc.org
Southern Minnesota
Ben Schleicher, General Agent
PO Box 332
Windom MN 56101
Office: 507-822-7173
Cell: 507-822-5168
Ben.Schleicher@kofc.org

The Catholic Difference

Knights of Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values
Ethical Sales 
& Investing
Service to the Church 

K of C Safe 
Environment 

Program 
For questions or concerns or to 
receive a handbook containing 
Knights of Columbus Safe 
Environment Program policies 
and procedures, please submit 
your request to 

Quianna Richardson 
(203) 800-4940 

youthleader@kofc.org

Knights of Columbus Insurance: 
Are you or a family member uninsurable? We may have some options for you!

Just be cause you have some health issues doesn't mean the Knights can't help you. We 
have a few products that may be able to make sure your family is protected when the time 
comes: from our annuity products that could be designated for final expenses to our Graded 
Death Benefit Policy, which most people qualify for. And don't forget that the Knights will 
insure ANY child under 18 regardless of health. Did you know that our Survivorship Uni-
versal Life is a second to die policy and only one person needs to be insurable (cannot be 
rated). For instance, if a member is uninsurable, their father (a member) or another member 
with an insurable interest could pair up the policy to protect the family.
Your situation will dictate what is appropriate, and of course there are some that we cannot 
help due to age or other circumstances, but it doesn't hurt to meet and find out what the 
Knights of Columbus can do for you.
You should meet with your Field Agent at least once a year to keep abreast of changes and 
opportunities with YOUR insurance company.

All you have to do is ask.  Vivat Jesus!



Youth Programs
Equal Actions 
Evangelizing

State Youth Activities 
Director Patrick Farrelly     
pfmaplegrove@aol.com

(763) 218-3816
Let’s face it, brothers.  There is 
not a Knight of Columbus alive 
who joined the Order so he 
could come to a meeting every 
month and discuss the size of 
the sausages to serve at the next 
pancake breakfast.  
They join to help needy kids, 
help paint the rectory, collect 
and deliver food for the hungry, 
encourage young people to live 
their faith, and to grow in their 
own faith.  They join to put 
Catholic social teaching into 
practice with other men like 
them.  They join to DO stuff!

Let your programs, your 
activities, and your ACTIONS 

evangelize!  Be not afraid, open 
the doors to Christ, and invite 

other men to join us!
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2018 State 
Knights of 
Columbus 
Bowling Tournament
Hosted by Big Lake Council 
9140 Details Released Soon
We are looking for host coun-

cils for the 2019 and 2020 
events.  A house with 16 lanes 

minimum is needed.  Please 
contact State Bowling Presi-

dent Chuck Loso at (320) 220-
2690 or 

cmloso@charter.net for 
questions and information on 

hosting a tournament.
We are also looking for some 
new blood on the board to as-
sist in making this a better tour-
nament.  We only meet twice a 
year. so it is not a demanding 
committee to be on.  If you 
have any ideas, please bring 
them forward.

Ladies Auxiliary News
Spectacular Fall Workshop Hosted by Blaine/Coon Rapids #5141 - This 
was so festive and welcoming to all that participated in the day.  It was so 
much fun visiting and catching up with friends from around the state.
The Living Rosary was in the chapel.  Thank you to the men who attended 
and led the Our Fathers. We enjoyed a wonderful lunch, various talks, and 
fellowship too.
There was delicious chocolate cake at lunch to help celebrate Blaine/Coon Rapids 50th

anniversary as an auxiliary!!! Their Charter was framed and posted for us to view. CON-
GRATULATIONS to all of the ladies that have kept this special auxiliary strong over the 
many years.
Our guest speaker, Debra McPeck shared her story of involvement with Mary’s Meals. It 
was astonishing to learn it only costs $19.50 to feed one child for an entire school 
year. They are an approved 501C(3) charity and the MN Knights will be supporting them 
in the future, as well. You can check out their website at www.marysmealsusa.org. 
Our primary focus for Minnesota Auxiliaries in 2018 is “Successes, Growth, and Reten-
tion.” We ask that auxiliaries that attended, please share the Set Goals (Page 8) of your 
workbook with your local members. You can reach out to our State Vice President Dori 
Klockeman to learn more.

Mark your calendars for April 28, 2018 
the 48th Minnesota State Ladies Auxiliary Convention 

at St. Joseph the Worker Maple Grove hosted by #13359.

Round Tables Are Not Just for Meals!
IPSD Joe Konrardy

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 
(952) 451-1956

When the Round Table Program was introduced a number of years ago, it was introduced 
as an idea to assist any and all parish communities without a Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil.  Over the years, Round Tables have been redefined by some councils across the Order 
as an attempt to start new councils.  This may be correct if the round table parish contin-
ues to grow, but Round Tables are NOT just for forming new councils.
Our Founder’s goal was to have the Knights of Columbus support each and every parish.  
The Round Table Program was introduced to support parishes that do not have a council 
and do not currently have enough members to support their own council.  Some of these 
will evolve into a new council as the round table grows to 30 members, but many will not.  
The Knights still wish to help these parishes and their pastors in an organized way.
To start the process, the grand knight and a knight parishioner of the proposed round table 
parish call on the pastor to offer help and present him an overview brochure (Form 4519), 
a program brochure (Form 2632), and a list of Knights who are his parishioners.  With the 
pastor’s approval, the grand knight appoints a Round Table Coordinator.  The Round Ta-
ble Coordinator acts a liaison between the round table and the council. 
The whole point is to provide a Knights of Columbus presence and be of service to small-
er parishes and missions.  The members who belong to the round table parish will coordi-
nate and carry out the projects in that parish.  
Through personal service to the respective parishes, the Order is able to truly fulfill its 
commitment to serving the Catholic Church, as well as our communities.  It might be the 
starting “seed” of a new council, but that should not be the focus.  We need to help our 
priests, especially when they have 2, 3, or even 4 different parishes (or ethnic group within 
a parish) to cover.  Having a round table coordinator for each parish (or ethnic group with-
in a parish) that does not have its own council, ensures that each is represented by a local 
member of that group.  Coming together at the council level to support every parish fol-
lows our Founder’s vision and makes the Knights of Columbus what it is today.

Grand Knights, I encourage you meet with your pastor(s).  
Let’s continue to look for ways to help our priests.  Vivat Jesus!
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MN K of C 
State Soccer 
Challenge 

October 7th

Fun was had by 
all on this soggy 

Saturday 
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The gloomy 
weather did 
not dim the 
joy of our 

champions!

The 2017 Champions Are:
Age 9 Girls - Ashley O’Malley - Rogers Council 11941
Age 10 Girls - Ella Shedivy - Rochester Holy Spirit Council 11460
Age 11 Girls - Hannah Bartel - TBD
Age 13 Girls - Casey Fredrickson - TBD
Age 14 Girls - Erin Hamilton - TBD
Age 9 Boys - James Ward - Maple Grove Council 13359
Age 10 Boys - Sam Feuerborn - Brooklyn Park Council 13001
Age 11 Boys - Connor Riesgraf - St. Michael Council 4174
Age 12 Boys - Joe Morri - Osseo Council 9139
Age 13 Boys - Daniel Otto - Rogers Council 11941
Age 14 Boys - Aiden Blaesar - TBD



Looking for ways 
to contact 

council members 
you have lost 

track of? 
Contact 

IPSD Joe Konrardy
(952) 451-1956

ipstatedeputy
@mnknights.org 

Maple Grove Council 13359       
received their Star Council Award 
from State Deputy Bob Penas at 
mass at St. Joseph the Worker 
Catholic Church

St. Anthony Council 14832 received their Star 
Council Award from State Deputy Bob Penas at 
St. Charles Borromeo Church during their        
pancake breakfast after mass
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Fraternal Leader Training Webinars
Join the staff of the Fraternal Mission Department as we discuss relevant topics for effective 
council operation, membership recruitment, and conducting charitable outreach programs that 
engage council members and build a stronger council.  All Knights of Columbus members are 
welcome to join us!

Not available for the live presentation?  Register anyway!
We record and archive each webinar so that fraternal leaders can participate at the time and 
place convenient to them!

Upcoming Webinars:
¨ Wednesday, November 8, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. (central time) and at 10:30 p.m. (central time)                                     

Building Council Mission = Striving to Earn the Star Council Award
Join us for an hour on Wednesday, November 8, 2017 as we delve into:

¨ The Personal Side of Recruitment
¨ Fraternal Benefits Nights Build Mission
¨ Programs That Engage and Attract
¨ Domestic Church Programs Attract Younger Members

¨ December 13, 2017                                                                                                            
Setting the Stage for Council Success

Register at http://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/membership-webinar.html

Since our founding in 1882 by Father Michael McGivney, every council has expanded the origi-
nal mission.  This is a key to success for every council.  Stay grounded in the mission.  Setting 
goals and working together are key to putting our principles into action in your council, parish, 
and community.  Charity, unity, and fraternity are attractive council traits that will engage 
members and attract new ones.  

Charitable outreach engages and attracts!  
Register today.  

All webinars are recorded and available upon demand.
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The SJTW team traveling to Haiti packed their bags today with some donations from the 
Saint Joseph the Worker Council 13359 and Assembly 526.
Council 13359 provided 36 Knights of Columbus t-shirts and Nicollet Assembly donated 
six Knights of Columbus soccer balls, all of which the SJTW team is carrying to Fr. Jean-
Claude and St. Catherine’s in Bouzy, Haiti. Six additional soccer balls from Nicollett As-
sembly will be sent with team that travels there in April. Pictured here are Knights Dan 
Koshiol, Hieu Tu, Fr. Don Piche, Deacon Kevin O’Connor, and District Deputy Patrick 
Farrelly, together with Michelle Bartley and Jill Kitterman. Dan, Hieu, Fr. Don, Michelle, 
and Jill will be traveling to Haiti this week. 
Father Jean-Claude, a new 1st degree Knight of Columbus, GK John Yaeger, and Council 
13359 have established a roundtable at St. Catherine’s with the men and young people of 
the Good Samaritan group, modeling with them the principles of Charity, Unity and Frater-
nity. Father had requested Knights of Columbus shirts for the young people when he visit-
ed SJTW in September and became a Knight.
Nicollet Assembly generously donated 12 Knights of Columbus Soccer Balls to the parish 
in Bouzy, supplementing their $750 charitable donation made in June. 

Blue Earth Council 1836 receives their Star 
Council Award from State Advocate Jim     
Terwedo after their 5th Sunday Rosary and the 
10:00 a.m. Mass at Saints Peter & Paul         
Catholic Church in Blue Earth, MN

Please send your 
council project photos 

and information to 
State Treasurer 

Dave Whatmuff at 
statet@mnknights.org
to place on the State 

website and to newslet-
ter editor Bob Penas at 
bobpenas@broadband-
mn.com to put in future 

State newsletters

AND promote these 
projects in your local 

community as you Open 
the Doors to Christ and 
invite others to join in 

the good works that you 
are doing



Continue to mentor your 
newest members.  

Invite them to share 
their ideas. 

Hold programs that interest 
them, and invite them 

to help out.

Invite prospective members to 
help out on project, too.

Let them see that we are the 
people they want to be with 
who are doing the projects 

they want to be part of.

Dial a Knight 
Birthday 
Initiative
Each Knight 

Receives a Call on 
His Birthday from 

his Grand Knight to 
Check In & Wish 

Him Happy Birthday

Why?????
♦ Promotes Fraternity

♦ Keeps Council 
Records Up-to-date

♦ Lets Each Brother 
Know How 

Important He is   
to Your Council
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REMINDER: All 
checks sent to the 

Minnesota Knights of 
Columbus should be 

made payable to:
Minnesota 

Knights of Columbus 
On the memo line, 
please list what the 

check is for.

Building the 
Domestic Church: 

The Family Fully 
Alive

Visit http://www.kofc.org/
un/en/domestic-church/ 

to find links to information 
and a pdf copy of the 

program booklet. 

Helpful Council Resources 
to download on the Supreme 

website at kofc.org or order them 
from Knight’s Gear

¨ Leadership Resources (#5093)
¨ Surge with Service (#962)
¨ Grand Knight’s Guide (#5085)
¨ District Deputy’s Guide (#5087)
¨ Financial Secretary’s Guide (#5089)
¨ Chaplain’s Handbook (#945)
¨ Fraternal Leader Success Planner (#5033)
¨ Protocol Handbook (#1612)
¨ Summary of FS’s Responsibilities (#10238)
¨ Charter, Constitution, and Laws

Knight of the Month 
Choose a Knight of the Month each 

and every month!
Honor Your Council’s Brother Knights 
and show them their dedication and the 
example they set is greatly appreciated!
Publish it in your council newsletter and 
in your local church bulletin.  Give them 
a Knight of the Month certificate (or 
hand out these certificates at your annual 
awards banquet).
Choose a Knight of the Year from these 
gentlemen, and fill out the Knight of the 
Year form in March to submit to State 
Program Director Joe George with your 
other program year-end reports. Use this 
as Council Programs on Form SP-7.

Supreme Council 
Family of the Month 

One of the Easiest 
Programs Your Council 

Can Run ~ 100 Awardees 
Drawn Monthly

Form 1993A on Supreme’s website at kofc.org 
can be completed online or mailed in

Honor Your Council’s Families and show them 
their dedication and the example they set is 
greatly appreciated.  
Choose a Family of the Year from your       
Families of the Month!  Use this as an SP-7 
Council or Family Program.

Did You Know?
Minnesota State Ceremonials Director Brad Jacobs

bjacobs@patrioterect.com
(763) 477-4410

Many of you are probably unaware of the fact that the number of Major Ceremonial De-
grees in our state has over doubled from the low 20’s just a few short years ago to 50 last 
year, and this year is on pace to be even higher.  While the number of ceremonies has risen 
sharply, the number of staffs who are responsible for this incredibly important task has 
decreased.  Many of the remaining brother knights who have accepted these duties and 
currently run our major degrees have had to triple or quadruple the amount of time and 
miles traveled to try and maintain our sterling record of accepting nearly every request we 
receive.  I’ve asked previously, and I’m asking again, for you to seriously consider starting 
or joining a Formation or Knighthood ceremonials staff in your area.  The need is indeed 
urgent.  I don’t think I need to tell you the huge importance of our ceremonials in the con-
tinuation of the order.  Men cannot become 3rd degree knights without learning the im-
portant principles exemplified in these degrees.

Let me know if you have interest and I will be happy to get you up and running.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  Vivat Jesus!



Supreme Hotline 
for FS Help

Membership Records has a team 
of 8 in a call center dedicated ex-

clusively to helping FS’s 

They can help an FS with 
any questions regarding 
Member Management 

or Member Billing

Hotline Number 
203-800-4955

Email: ExpertFS
@KofC.org

Is that Form 100 in 
your pocket or 

billfold?  
Always have one handy!  

You never know when the 
opportunity to recruit will 

present itself

When did you last 
attend a Degree?

We encourage you to attend 
a Degree sometime soon!  
Support your Brothers at the 

Degree, and be reminded of the 
lessons you learned!!!

Consider joining a Degree 
Team as a member and share 
the lessons of the Order with 

your Brother Knights!!!

New Community Activities Program

Collect Pop Tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House

Þ Collect tabs throughout the year
Þ Bring them to the 2018 State Convention
Þ Council with highest weight per member wins
Þ Winning Council announced at the 2018 State Convention Banquet
Þ Winner may display the traveling trophy until the 2019 State Convention
Þ Benefit Minnesota Ronald McDonald Houses
Þ Help families who need these services in Minnesota
Currently there are five Ronald McDonald Houses in Minnesota —
one located in Rochester at the Mayo Clinic and the other four in the 
Twin Cities.  These houses provide a comfortable and caring home-
away-from-home that keeps families together and reduces stress dur-
ing a child’s serious illness.  This includes providing home-cooked 
dinners every night, family-friendly activities, private rooms, accred-
ited K-12 schooling, and much more.
Ideas that various councils have used to collect tabs: 
1) Collect Aluminum Cans

- Remove tabs before recycling cans
- Save tabs for convention weigh-in
- Use the money from recycled cans to fund other council charitable activities

2) Competitions in Area Schools
- Start at the beginning of the school year
- Each grade level collects tabs year round
- Weigh tabs once a month
- Post class standings on a master chart
- The class with the highest total per student at the end of the year wins a pizza lunch 

3) Local Bars and Restaurants
- Ask them to save tabs
- List collection locations in the council newsletter so members can patronize these 

businesses (win–win situation)  
- The establishment which collects the most tabs is given a free ad in the council 

newsletter for a year and a sign to display stating they helped sick children’s 
families at the Ronald McDonald house
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Minnesota KC 
Student Loan 

Fund
Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly

952-873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

See page 18 for more details

Minneapolis Area Knights of Columbus Male Chorus, 
begins their 60th year in September!  Join us!

The Minneapolis Area Knights of Columbus Male Chorus was founded in 1957.  More 
information about the history of this choir can be found in last month’s online supple-
ment.  
Membership is open to men 18 years of age, who are a practicing Catholic with a love 
of singing (which is a form of prayer).  Practices are 2 hours weekly on Monday eve-
nings 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. at St Joseph's Church 36th & Boone Avenue North, New Hope, 
MN, and there are NO AUDITIONS.
There will be an OPEN HOUSE at St. Joe’s on Monday, September 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
for anyone interested in the chorus.  If you love to sing, come and check us out.  Spous-
es are included in all of our performances.  

For questions, contact Jerry Simcoe 
H: (763) 315-0657      C: (763) 537-1492 

or Dick Synstelien 
H: (763) 493-5219      C: (493) 772-6698

The chorus is under the direction of Deacon Bruce Bowen 
and accompanied by Matt Sieberg.



When ordering wheelchairs or turning in funds 
to buy wheelchairs, please use the form below.  
It can also be found on the State Website at 
mnknights.org
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Council	Number	_________________		Location	(City)	_____________________________________________

□ Church	Drive
Date of your council’s Wheelchair Church Drive:  __________________________________________________________  
The total dollar amount of donations received during this Wheelchair Church Drive: $______________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of the presentation?  _________

□ Other	Fundraising	Activities	for	the	Global	Wheelchair	Mission
Briefly describe any other activities your council did to raise funds for the Global Wheelchair Mission 
(e.g.: Pancake Breakfast, Car Wash, Dinner/Dance, etc.)  Use back if needed:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Total dollar amount raised during other fundraising activities: $______________________        
Total number of man-hours donated to raise funds for this wheelchair order:  __________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of these activities?  _________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Wheelchair	Order
Total dollar amount of donations for this order: $______________________

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Minnesota @ $150.00 each: __________________

Size and number of chairs requested by council:   _____ 14 inch     _____ 16 inch     _____ 18 inch   _____ 20 inch
COUNCIL WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PICKING UP THE CHAIRS THEY ORDER.

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Guatemala, Central America @ $150.00 each: __________________

Make checks payable to Minnesota Knights of Columbus with Global Wheelchair Mission on the memo line.

For tax purposes, private donations or gambling funds may make checks payable to Minnesota Knights Foundation.

Date: _____________________________    Grand Knight: ___________________________________________________

Phone #: _________________________________   Email: ___________________________________________________   

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________   

City:_________________________________________________  State & Zip:___________________________________

Send the completed form and check to the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Secretary.  
See the State Newsletter or visit www.mnknights.org for his address.  
You will be notified of date and location for wheelchair pickup.

Minnesota	Knights	of	Columbus
Global	Wheelchair	Mission	Form



Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc.

PO Box 126
Belle Plaine MN 56011

Support this Program
The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 

is a designated 501(C)3 Nonprofit Corporation and your 
personal donation is tax deductible. 

Eligibility of 
Applicants

Terms
Loan 

Amounts
KC Student 
Loan Board

· KC Members 

· Wives

· Children

· Immediate family 
members of a     
deceased Knight 
if the Knight was 
in good standing 
at the time of 
death

· 3.5% Fixed 
Interest Rate 

· Interest          
accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed

· No payments 
are required 
until after 
graduation

· No credit 
checks

$2,000
Freshman

Sophomore

$2500
Junior
Senior
Grad 

Student

Rick Morgan
701-261-9969
Ken Mueller

507-285-9205
Daniel Gawarecki

612-424-8899
Mark Glatzel
320-363-4165
Patrick Conn
763-286-7409
Robert Seigel
518-790-5399

Seminarians & Religious Vocations

All seminarians and religious vocations may bor-
row money to complete their vocational studies 
free of     interest.  Upon ordination, a priest, broth-
er, or nun will have one year of his/her loan forgiv-
en for each year they remain in their vocation.

Contact 
Information

Administrator:
Michael J. Daly
952-873-2213

Email:
daly.daly@frontiernet.net





Non-Competitive State Council Awards
Program Achievement Awards are based on merit, par ticipation, and numbers accumulated 

at the Supreme Office and the Minnesota Office.
1. Plaquettes are awarded to recognize council achievement in Programs

White - Participant Award
Red - State Program Director Award 
Blue - State Officers Award of Excellence

2. Certificates are presented to each grand knight denoting his council’s achievement in receiving one of these three 
program awards.

3. Certificates are presented to a distr ict deputy when 100%  of the councils in his distr ict achieve at least the Par tici-
pant Award.

4. Plaques are presented to the distr ict deputy if 100%  of the councils in his distr ict achieve the State Officers’ Award 
of Excellence.

Participant Award Requirements
1. File Form 185 (newly elected officers) by July 1st
2. File Form 365 (list of appointed directors and committee chairs) by August 1st
3. File Form 1728 (fraternal year survey) by January 31st
4. All State and Supreme bills paid
5. All Intellectual Disability (Tootsie Roll) funds and reports filed from previous year
6. Show evidence of membership recruitment
7. Conduct at least one program in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)
8. File Midyear Audit by January 31st
9. File End of Year Audit for previous council year

Director Award
Council must fulfill all 9 of the requirements for the Participant Award, plu
1. Show positive membership intake
2. Conduct at least two programs in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)

State Officers Award of Excellence
Council must fulfill all 9 of the requirements for the Participant Award, plus:
1. Show positive membership increase
2. Conduct at least four programs in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)

State Fund Contribution Awards
Pennies for Seminarians

Participant Awards
1. Plaque or adhesive year plate given to each council that contributes at least $2 per active member** 

(new plaque given when plaque if filled with year plates) 
2. Councils may qualify through June 30th (last day of fraternal year)

Jim Campbell Religious Scholarship Fund
Participant Awards

1. Plaque or adhesive year plate given to each council that contributes at least $2 per active member** 
(new plaque given when plaque if filled with year plates) 

2. Councils may qualify through June 30th (last day of fraternal year)

**active membership is based on total membership reported by the Supreme Council on July 1st minus inactive members and 
honorary life members listed on the same report



Competitive State Awards
The council must qualify for the State Officers Award of Excellence to be eligible for Overall Program judging.  All other are-
as of competitive judging require a minimum qualification of Participant Award.
Submission are judged by committees composed of grand knights, district deputies, and state team members.
Councils may submit ONLY ONE program in each of the six categories for judging in that category -- only one program for 
Church, one program for Council, one program for Community, etc.

Overall Program Award Requirements
Council must fulfill all 9 of these requirements to be eligible of consideration for this award:
1. File Form 185 (newly elected officers) by July 1st
2. File Form 365 (list of appointed directors and committee chairs) by August 1st
3. File Form 1728 (fraternal year survey) by January 31st
4. All State and Supreme bills paid
5. All Intellectual Disability (Tootsie Roll) funds and reports filed from previous year
6. Show membership increase
7. Conduct list at least four programs in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)
8. File Midyear Audit by January 31st

9. File End of Year Audit for previous council year

Best Overall Program Awards - Two plaques are awarded
1. First place Outstanding Overall Program
2. Second place Excellent Overall Program

Family of the Year (plaque provided by State)
1. Selected from entries received with End of Year Reports
2. Plaque presented at State Convention Banquet
3. Winning entry sent to Supreme and entered into the Supreme Council Competition

Knight of the Year (plaque provided by State)
1. Selected from entries received with End of Year Reports
2. Plaque presented at State Convention Banquet

Individual Competitive Program Awards
Submissions in the six major categories of Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth will be judged 
for content and presentation based on:

1. Nature of Activity:  Does it demonstrate the objectives of the service program?
2. Participation of Membership:  How many members and what percentage participated? 
3. Results:  What benefits were derived from sponsorship of this project/program?  
4. Program Originality:  Was the program something new?
5. Committee Planning:  How effectively was the program organized?  How detailed was the planning?
6. Delegation of Responsibility:  How many members served as planners, chairpersons, workers, etc.?
7. Publicity:  How effectively was the program publicized?  How was it publicized?
8. Program submitted last year may NOT be submitted again unless there have been notable changes or major enhancements to 

the program.

Supreme Service Awards (plaques provided by Supreme)
1. One presented for each of the six major categories (Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth) to the 

council with the single most outstanding program in that area
2. The six winning entries are sent to Supreme and entered into the Supreme Council Competition

State Service Awards (plaques provided by State)
1. Two presented for each of the six major categories (Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth) to the 

council with the second (and third) most outstanding project in that area
2. The Supreme Service Award winner is not eligible for either of the plaques in that category

Scrapbook Award (plaque provided by State)
1. One award given for outstanding scrapbook present at the State Convention



Supreme Council Awards
Every fraternal year, thousands of council qualify for one or more of the awards given out by the Supreme Council for out-
standing achievement in programming, membership, recruitment, retention, and promotion of the Order’s insurance program.  

Each and every council should strive to achieve these 
Supreme Council Awards.

Star Council Award Requirements
1. File Form 365 (list of appointed directors and committee chairs) by August 1st
2. File Form 1728 (fraternal year survey) by January 31st
3. Achieve Father McGivney Award
4. Achieve Founder’s Award
5. Achieve Columbian Award (SP-7)
6. All State and Supreme bills paid

Fr. McGivney Award Requirements
Achieve membership quota (7% of base, minimum 4, maximum 35)

- Additions: new members, reinstatement, readmissions, and reapplications processed by June 30th 
- Deductions: suspensions and withdrawals
- Transfers and deaths do not count for or against

Founders’ Award Requirements
Achieve insurance quota (2 1/2% of base, minimum 3, maximum 18)

- Insurance additions: new, reinstatement, readmissions, and reapplications processed by June 30th 
- Insurance deductions: suspensions and withdrawals
- Transfers and deaths do not count for or against

Columbian Award (SP-7) Requirements
Conduct at least four programs in each of the six major categories 

(Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth)
- Sponsorship of a parish roundtable fulfills all four Church Activity requirements
- Sponsorship of a Columbian Squires circle fulfills all four Youth Activity requirements
- Featured Programs also fulfill all four activity requirements for the category they are listed under

Century Award Requirements
Membership increase of 100+ additions over deductions processed by June 30th 

- Additions: new members, reinstatement, readmissions, and reapplications processed by June 30th 
- Deductions: suspensions and withdrawals
- Transfers and deaths do not count for or against

Contest of Champions Awards - Presented to 2 councils in each jurisdiction
One award given to the council showing highest percentage of membership quota attained based on additions over deductions pro-

cessed by June 30th (must have attained membership quota)
One award given to the council showing highest number of membership additions over deductions processed by June 30th

Insurance Promotion Awards - Presented to 2 councils in each jurisdiction:
One award given to the council showing highest percentage of insurance membership quota attained based on additions over de-

ductions processed by June 30th (must have attained insurance quota)
One award given to the council showing highest number of insurance additions over deductions processed by June 30th 

Service Program Awards
Chosen from winning entries are sent to Supreme from each State Council and entered into the Supreme Council Competition.  The grand 
knight and his wife from each winning council in each of the six major categories (Church, Council, Community, Culture of Life, Family, 
and Youth) is invited to the Supreme Convention as guests of the Supreme Council.

District Deputy Awards
1. Star District Award - DD with District gain of 3.5% membership and 1.75% insurance 
2. New Council Plaque - DD who achieves a new council in his District
3. Best Percentage Gain Plaque - best gain in membership over quota


