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Upcoming Meetings & Events 

December 1-3 - Midyear Meeting 

December 2 - KCIC Campaign Kickoff 

December 3 - 1st Sunday of Advent 

December 8 - Immaculate Conception 

December 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe 

December 25 - Christmas Day 

December 31 - Holy Family 

January 1 - Mary, Mother of God 

January 1 - New Year’s Day 
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 Making a List!   
Checking it Twice! 

State Deputy Bob Penas 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com      

(320) 327-2122       
 

My wife is always making lists.  Sometimes 
it drives me nuts, but it does keep us on track.  As you can 
imagine, life as a state deputy has increased the hectic pace at 
which we live our lives.  At times, things seem insurmounta-
ble.  Time for prayer, time for rest, time for exercise, time for 
family, and time for relaxation are things we now have to 
schedule. 
 

Looking back, I see other times in my life that would have 
worked out more smoothly and with less stress if I’d taken 
time to make those lists and update that schedule.  Not only 
does it aid in not forgetting to accomplish important tasks, it 
makes things seem easier to tackle. 
 

Something about seeing things in black and white (or colors, 
if you prefer), puts things in perspective.  You can prioritize, 
delegate, and move on.  When we experience that, “Did I for-
get to do that!” moment, we can check the list, breathe a sigh 
of relief that, “Yup, I took care of it,” and continue on. 
 

Documenting things also helps those to come.  For instance, 
when our worthy State Secretary says, “Hey, Bob, do you 
have a list of what you ordered for that and how much you 
used?”  or “What was the detailed agenda for that meeting?” I 
can pull up the file (or delegate that job) and provide him with 
what he needs. 
 

I encourage all council program chairmen to make lists, check 
them over, and preserve the information for those to come.  
Lists of what we order for the pancake breakfast or fish fry, 
when we need to do what, and how we do things all help the 
next time we hold the event.  Like I have said before, prior 
planning prevents poor performance. 
 

I also encourage councils to make certain some of those lists 
are about how to recruit new members to continue our legacy.  
One should be a prospect list.  Another should be a list of 
steps to take for recruiting new members, and don’t forget the 
list of when your first degrees are scheduled.  If you are sty-
mied, and your lists are still blank, there are many people on 
the state team who are here to help you.  All you have to do is 
ask.   
 

May you have a blessed and peaceful Christmas Season! 
Vivat Jesus! 

Resolutions for State Convention 
Notification to All Councils in Minnesota 

 

Councils wishing to submit resolutions for consideration at the 2018 
Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Convention, being held in 
Rochester, must submit them by February 10, 2018.  They should be 
signed by the Grand Knight and Trustees and sent to: 
 

State Advocate James Terwedo 
3700 West 220th Street 

Jordan MN 55354 

Preparing & Celebrating Well 
State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi 

associatestatechaplain@mnkights.org  
(507) 426-7125 

 

This year, our season of Advent is reduced to just 
three weeks.  In this short period, we have to do a 
lot of work to prepare for Christ to come to us.  
Don’t get me wrong, Christ comes to us each day, but we are not 
always ready to receive Him.  Especially during the Advent season, 
we want to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ at the end of 
time, at Christmas, and into our hearts each day. 
 

Yes, there are gifts to purchase, cards to mail, celebrations to plan 
and so much more in December.  How can we possibly find time to 
prepare for Christ to come?  I would encourage us to make time for 
the celebration of the sacrament of Reconciliation, especially if we 
have not celebrated it since Lent.  When we are hanging onto our 
sins, it is much more difficult to open ourselves to our Savior.  In 
addition to this sacrament, I would encourage you to recognize that 
our holiday preparations offer us many opportunities to pray.  Stand-
ing in line to check out, sitting at the stoplight, stuffing the Christ-
mas cards into the envelopes, even decorating your home can be 
moments to pray for those you are shopping for, remembering with a 
card, or decorating for.  Incorporating prayer into these activities 
may even help us be less anxious or frustrated with the pace of our 
progress (or lack thereof). 
   

A strong encouragement: be an example by participating in Mass for 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent (Dec. 23 or 24) and in Mass for Christ-
mas Eve or Day (Dec. 24 or 25).  While many families will be 
tempted to combine the two obligations into one, they are separate 
celebrations that we should want to share with our families and our 
parish family. 
 

A final note: the Christmas season is three weeks long this year, 
longer than usual.  Celebrate with joy and listen to and sing Christ-
mas songs for the whole season.  Most radio stations quit playing 
Christmas songs after Dec. 25th.  That is just the beginning of the 
Christmas season!  Whether recorded music, using a streaming ser-
vice, or another alternative, let Christmas music help us praise God 
through Jan. 8th. 
   

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas! Vivat Jesus! 

Welcome to Sagrado Corazon Consejo  
(Sacred Heart Council) 16582 in St. Paul, MN 

 

Welcome to St. Joseph Council 16860 in Hallock, MN 
 

Welcome to our newest assembly and the first Minnesota  
Hispanic Assembly the St. Juan Diego Asamblea 

Merry Christmas  

& Blessings to our 

Knights of Columbus 

Families for a 

Wonderful New Year! 

Star Council  
Safe Environment Requirement 

Fraternal Year 2017-2018 
 

To be eligible for Star Council, councils must be fully com-
pliant with applicable safe environment requirements.  This 
means that the grand knight must complete the Praesidium 
safe environment training, and the council youth director and 
Squires chairman must complete both the training and a back-
ground check.   
 

For more information on the Knights of Columbus Safe Envi-
ronment Program, please visit kofc.org/safe.  Questions re-
garding this award policy may be directed to the Fraternal 
Mission Department at 203-752-4270 or fraternalmis-
sion@kofc.org.  Questions regarding safe environment pro-
gram compliance of state or local Knights of Columbus coun-
cils may be directed to the Office of Youth Protection at 203-
800-4940 or youthleader@kofc.org  

Congratulations to our Recruitment Drive Data Drawing  
Winner!  Cold Spring Council 5344 of District 42 

 

Grand Knight Charles Kinzer 
 

Membership Director Gene Hippe 
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My 2 Cents  
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff 

statet@mnknights.org      
(763) 772-2997    

    

As I write this, we have just honored 
the Saints on November 1st, this Thurs-
day November 9th is my council’s Me-
morial Mass to remember those Brother Knights who 
have gone before us, and November 11th we will re-
member and honor the servicemen and women who 
have paid the ultimate price in defense of their country. 
 

It seems appropriate to quote one of my favorite poems 
by W. H. Auden, lamenting the loss of a loved one: 
 

Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone, 

Prevent the dog from barking with a juicy bone, 

Silence the pianos and with muffled drum, 

Bring out the coffin, let the mourners come. 
 

Let aeroplanes circle moaning overhead, 

Scribbling on the sky the message 'He is Dead'. 

Put crepe bows round the white necks of the public doves, 

Let the traffic policemen wear black cotton gloves. 
 

He was my North, my South, my East and West, 

My working week and my Sunday rest, 

My noon, my midnight, my talk, my song; 

I thought that love would last forever: I was wrong. 
 

The stars are not wanted now; put out every one, 

Pack up the moon and dismantle the sun, 

Pour away the ocean and sweep up the wood; 

For nothing now can ever come to any good. 
 

We Catholics, however, are rescued from such despair 
by the hope and belief that we will see our loved ones 
again in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Vivat Jesus! 

A Season of Preparation 
Associate State Chaplain 

Father Gabriel Walz 
associatechaplain@mnknights.org 

 

The first Sunday of December is the 
first Sunday of the New (Liturgical) 
Year, the first Sunday of Advent.  
Similar to the Lenten Season, this season of Advent is 
traditionally a season of increased prayer and prepara-
tion for the Feast that comes after.  The Advent Season 
is a time of preparation for us - all humanity - to re-
ceive our greatest guest, the very God through whom 
we exist.  At Christmastime, this same God emerges 
from the womb of a virgin; He veils His glory in our 
frail humanity so that He can redeem our fallen race 

from within.  What a wondrous and radical gift is the 
unmerited love extended to us by our God.   
 

Having grown up on a farm, I have sometimes mar-
veled at how feeble the human child is.  We are the 
only rational creatures in the material world.  We are 
the creatures who build machines, cities, spaceships, 
and toothbrushes.  But, for the first few years of our 
lives, we are utterly helpless.  By contrast, a baby calf 
might be on its feet and wandering around the pasture 
on its first day outside the womb!   
 

Why would the omnipotent God of the universe choose 
to visit His creatures in such a humble form?  Had He 
come in all His glory upon a chariot of gold with a 
flaming sword in hand, we would have been forever 
sundered from Him.  Original Sin placed us in the 
camp apart from our Creator.  The sacrament of bap-
tism sets us free and gives us a share in His Sonship.  
Our personal sins further rupture our relationship with 
God; mortal sins cut us off from His life-giving grace.  
Contrition and the sacrament of reconciliation restore 
us to right relationship with Him.  The Eucharist nour-
ishes and sustains us in the Christian life.  By coming 
in such a humble form, Jesus demonstrated the depth of 
divine love and gave us the tools we need to return to 
Him.   
 

In this Advent Season, we prepare for the coming of 
our Savior in a feeble and humble form.  He shared in 
our human experiences; He knows our struggle.  May 
we learn to trust in this God of ours who has so loved 
us as to take our vulnerabilities and struggles upon 

Himself.   

Fraternity 
State Secretary Marc Peters      

statesecretary@mnknights.org      
(651) 482-8771      

 

“A fraternity, fraternal order, or frater-
nal organization is an organization, a 
society, or a club of men associated 
together for various religious or secular aims.” 
 

We talk about being fraternal, a brotherhood.  I want to 
present to you an outstanding example of this.  As the 
state secretary, I get many calls and inquiries on a num-
ber of topics.  About a month a ago, I received a call 
from a son of a brother knight who passed away.  The 
son was in Texas, dad was up in the northern suburbs.  
His wake and funeral was just a few days away.  He 
thought his dad was a fourth degree knight, and he 
wanted his dad to have an honor guard. 
 

I checked with two assemblies that could have had him 
but neither did.  With a bit of work, I did find that he 
was a third degree knight.  I put out the word that I 
needed some Sir Knights for the honor guard.  One as-
sembly stepped up; and one council (but not his coun-
cil) from that assembly made the effort to give that 
brother knight his final farewell.  This council didn’t 
know who he was; never met him.  But he was a broth-
er knight.  That, gentleman, is fraternity.   Thank you to 
those brother knights who made the “extra effort.”  I 
know the family really appreciated it. 
 

Have a Meaningful Advent, a Great Christmas,  
and a Happy New Year. 

Supreme Wants to Cover your 
Upcoming Council Programs 

 

The Supreme Council is always looking for outstand-
ing council programs that can serve as examples of the 
good that a committed group of Catholic men can ac-
complish.  An "after action" report with good action 
photos is always appreciated.  What's even better, 
though, is if we know about the program before it hap-
pens.  With this knowledge, Supreme can assist in sev-
eral ways, such as: 

⇒ arranging for professional photos or video that 

might be used in Columbia or Knightline, on 
kofc.org, or in future video productions. 

⇒ helping to publicize the program among the general 

public and/or local media. 

⇒ offering insight into how to best leverage the pro-

gram as a membership recruitment opportunity. 
 

In addition to programs, we'd also like to know about 
outstanding Knights.  The Supreme Communications 
Team is planning a series of short videos featuring out-
standing Knights of Columbus, to showcase the Order 
as an organization that Catholic men would want to be a 
part of.  Think of members who might have a uniquely 
inspiring story to tell, and Supreme might be able to 
provide the venue through which they can tell it. 
 

Supreme may not be able to spotlight every program or 
every member you identify for us, but working together, 
I know we can highlight the good things happening 
every day throughout the Order, and help the Order to 
grow.   

Minnesota Hosting the 2019  
Supreme Convention  

August 3-8, 2019 
Co-Chair Philip M. Harter, PSD 

 

If you would like to be part of this great event, it is not 
too early for you to complete the volunteer form at  
https://mnknights.org/the-2019-supreme-convention-in-

minnesota/  
 

There you will find the many ways you can become in-
volved, such as a driver that will have direct contact with 
the hierarchy or as a greeter to welcome guests from all 
over the world.  We still have many opportunities for 
leadership positions.   
 

Log on and sign up today! 

Auxiliary News 
 

With the Christmas season upon 
us, we pray to the Lord for safe 
travels and stress free gatherings.  
We ask for continued strength and 
healing for our auxiliary members 
recovering or struggling with physical, mental, emo-
tional, spiritual, loneliness, or health challenges.   
 

Don’t forget November 26th through December 2nd, 
we are encouraged to pray, work together, and raise 
awareness AND funds to support Christian families 
persecuted in the Middle East.  Donations can be 
made at christiansatrisk.org or 1-800-694-5713.  
More information can be found at kofc.org/
weekofawareness  
 

Keep Jesus in the season! 

2018 Knights of Columbus 
Free Throw Championship 

Chairman Conrad Meier 
cmeier2@chartermi.net 

(320) 260-6945 or (320) 259-5169 
 

The 2018 Minnesota State Free Throw Championship 
will be hosted on April 7, 2018.  The tentative location 
is Cathedral High School in St. Cloud – the same loca-
tion as the last two years.  One practice I encourage all 
competitions to adopt is that forms should never be 
entrusted to the winning youth or the families to carry 
from one competition to the next.  Chairmen should 
pass the original forms to the next level of competition, 
complete with scores and signatures so the athletes and 
families can be confirmed as attending before the next 
event.  Please send clearly marked forms for your first 
and second place finishers to the next level of competi-
tion.  If the winner cannot attend, the second place fin-
isher will be allowed to compete at the next level in all 
cases.  
 

Book your gyms, order your kits (#FT-KIT) and prize 
materials, and plan your publicity now.  Prior planning 
prevents poor performance, they say, and this is one of 
our banner youth programs which gives us access to 
dads and families in our communities.  Showcase our 
fraternity in the way you welcome the competitors and 
their families.  Have fun while keeping the scoring pro-
cess fair and transparent. 
   

Hold one competition per council and DO NOT allow 
special arrangements for athletes who cannot make your 
scheduled competition.  Age verification is expected to 
be completed at the council level, so please practice due 
diligence and allow kids to compete in the bracket they 
are qualified for.  Please follow the scoring and judging 
procedures explained in the guide (#1928) to prevent 
misunderstanding and frayed nerves.  
 

Have fun, encourage and reward good sportsmanship, 
and if you need more help, why not ask one or two of 
the dads to help rebound?  Could be just the chance you 
need to talk up the merits of being a Knight of Colum-
bus!  We never want to miss an opportunity to invite 
men to join us!    
 

District and Regional competitions should be backward 
scheduled from April 7th, the State Championship, and 
announced as soon as practical.  Councils must conduct 
their competitions before the end of January.  District 
competitions should be scheduled for early February, 
and Regions in early March, so winning forms are in 
Conrad’s hands by March 15th to allow Conrad and his 
team time to contact all the athletes.  
 

Details can also be found on the State Website under 
Programs — Youth Programs — Free Throw Champi-
onship (on the second Youth Programs page).   

St. Michael Medals  
 

Do you have a family member or friend serving in 
the military?   

 

You can request a St. Michael Medal to be sent to 
them from our State Chaplain. 

 

There is no cost to you or the military service per-
son.  The military person does not need to be a man, 
a Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.   
 

Send the name of the person in the military, their 
rank, branch of service, and address to State Chap-
lain Fr. Jeff, and he will send the medal (and a pray-
er book if requested) directly to the serviceman/
woman.   
 

Please email your requests to:  
statechaplain@mnknights.org  

 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families are 
very important to our military men and women.  

Continue to pray for them and their safety.  



Congratulations  

and Remember! 
State Program Director Joe George 

programdirector@mnknights.org 

(651) 253-3112 
 

I am very happy to announce that we have 3 
Youth Activities International winners this 

year.  Congratulations to all them! 
 

10th Grade International Essay Contest Winner  
Alexa Greenwald 

Shakopee Council 1685 
 

 12 Year Old Boys Int’l Free Throw Champion  
Isaac Maddock 

Osakis Council 3176 
 

13 Year Old Girls Int’l Free Throw Champion  
Lily Kara Peterson 

Cuyuna Range Council 3473 
 

A couple of things that everyone should remem-
ber in the month of December are the Keep 
Christ in Christmas Poster Contest and that it’s 
once again time to order your basketball free 
throw kits.  
 

The details for the Keep Christ in Christmas 
Poster Contest can be found on the KofC.org 
website at https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/
programming/keep-christ-christmas5024.pdf.  

 

The details to order the free throw kits can be 
found also on the KofC.org website at https://
www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/youth/
freethrow/guide.pdf.  

 

Please remember all the people in your commu-
nity this Christmas season who need help.  There 
are lots of opportunities to help those in need 
through your local churches, or city halls or even 
the schools in your area.  School budgets keep 
getting cut, and there may be ways they could use 
our help to offset needs they may have covered in 
the past but are no longer able to.  All we need to 
do is ask. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
God Bless - Remember- “See a need, Fill a 

need.”  Vivat Jesus! 
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Minnesota KC  Student Loan Fund  
 

Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly 

952-873-2213 
daly.daly@frontiernet.net 

What Happened? 
State Warden & Forms Chairman 

Dan DeCrans 
statewarden@mnknights.org      

(218) 255-1125    
 

Wow!  It’s December!  Where 
did 2017 go?  This is a ques-
tion that we are all asking.  2017 went by fast, 
and now its time to get ready for 2018.   
 

Before we move on to 2018, let’s take a little 
time to reflect on 2017.  Did I accomplish the 
goals I set for 2017?  Did I make a difference in 
someone’s life in 2017?  As a member of the 
Knights of Columbus, did I help the council out?  
How about the church or community?  Did I do 
anything to make a difference anywhere in 
2017?  
 

Most of us will ask these questions and be able 
to rattle off many answers on what we did this 
year.  The real difference is in the people that we 
have touched this year and how even the smallest 
kindness that you showed made a difference in 
someone else’s life.   
 

As Knights of Columbus, we show charity and 
kindness every day as we help people, those we 
know and those we will never meet.  Like ripples 
in a pond, we do not know how far and wide our 
acts of kindness will reach.  Keep on giving and 
being kind to people wherever you go today.  
Make a difference, and remember, as a Knight of 
Columbus, when you are in need, your brothers 
will be there with charity and kindness. 
 

Merry Christmas!  Vivat Jesus! 

Looking for ways to contact members 
you have lost track of?  

 

Contact IPSD Joe Konrardy 
(952) 451-1956 

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org  

Shine On! 
State Membership Director Bou Gazley 

membershipdirector@mnknights.org      
(507) 259-7851 

 

After the October (and in many cases November) recruit-
ment drives, I hope you have all had a chance to get your 
Admission Degrees completed and have welcomed these 
new men into your councils.  Supreme Council sets a goal 
for Minnesota each month.  Our intake goal was 86 and we 
exceeded that goal with 140.  That includes numbers from 2 
new councils that are being completed and also the results of 
your hard work in recruitment!  Thank you for your efforts, 
and let’s keep up the momentum in the upcoming months! 
 

Now that you have these new members, you need to make 
sure to keep them involved so they do not lose interest.  One 
Supreme program to aid you in this is the Shining Armor 
Award Program.  The Shining Armor Award is given to new 
men if they complete certain requirements during their first 
year as a member.  The qualifications are being active in at 
least 3 council service programs, attending at least 3 council 
meetings, receiving their Formation and Knighthood degrees 
(Second and Third Degree), meeting with your council’s 
insurance representative (Field Agents and/or General 
Agents can help with this, just ask them!), and the last re-
quirement is that they recruit at least one new member.  
These requirements are tracked by your local council, so you 
are able to assist the new Brother Knight in their quest for 
Shining Armor! 
 

This is not a challenging program for a council to imple-
ment.  Your council can order Qualification Cards (#4292) 
to give to each new member as a way for them to track their 
progress towards the Shining Armor Award.  There are also 
Certificates of Recognition (#4293) and Shining Armor La-
pel Pins (#1700) that can be presented to the new brothers 
once they complete the requirements.  Each of these items 
are free for the council, they just need to be ordered!  Again, 
it is an easy and inexpensive way to get your new members 
involved in your council and inviting their friends to join as 
well!  Let’s work towards having 140 new Shining Armor 
Award winners from the new members who joined us in 
October and continue to build the Order through this pro-
gram.  Vivat Jesus! 

Did You Know? 
State Ceremonials Director Brad Jacobs  

kcdegreesmn@gmail.com 
bjacobs@patrioterect.com 

(763) 477-4410 
 

Many of you are probably unaware of the fact that the num-
ber of Major Ceremonial Degrees in our state has  more than 
doubled, from the low 20’s just a few short years ago to 50 
last year, and this year is on pace to be even higher.  While 
the number of ceremonies has risen sharply, the number of 
staffs who are responsible for this incredibly important task 
has decreased.  Many of the brother knights who have accept-
ed these duties and currently run our major degrees have had 
to triple or quadruple the amount of time and miles traveled 
to try and maintain our sterling record of accepting nearly 
every request we receive.  I’ve asked previously, and I’m 
asking again, for you to seriously consider starting or joining 
a Formation or Knighthood Ceremonials Staff in your area.  
The need is indeed urgent.  I don’t think I need to tell you the 
huge importance of our ceremonials in the continuation of the 
Order.  Men cannot become 3rd degree knights without learn-
ing the important principles exemplified in these degrees. 
 

Let me know if you have interest, and I will be happy to get 
you up and running.  Thank you in advance for your consid-
eration.  Vivat Jesus! 

Master’s Memo 
District Master Craig Larson, PSD 

master@mnknights.org      
(218) 289-3872 

 

I encourage everyone to read Supreme  
Chaplain Bishop Lori’s article “The 
Good of the Order” in the November 
issue of the Columbia magazine.  It helps to remind us of 
the big picture of being a Knight of Columbus.  The 
change in the uniform of the 4th degree continues to stir 
up lots of conversation.  Please remember to be charitable 
in your discussions.  
 

Congratulations to our newest 4th Degree Assembly.  The 
St. Juan Diego Assembly of St Paul has been submitted to 
Supreme and the charter is in the works. 
 

We’re almost at halftime for this fraternal year.  How is 
your council or assembly doing on its path to success? 
Have you asked someone to join your council or assem-
bly?  Have you attended an assembly or council meeting?  
Have you participated in a council or assembly activity?  
If you need to make some “halftime adjustments,” now is 
the time.  Try something new.  Who knows, maybe you’ll 
come up with a great idea to promote your council or 
assembly. 
 

There are many opportunities scheduled to join the 
Knights.  I hope that everyone asks someone to join the 
Knights of Columbus.  Please think about joining the Vis-
ible Arm of the Knights of Columbus.  It’s the culmina-
tion of membership and another level of Fraternity. The 
next opportunity to become a Sir Knight is at the Spring 
Exemplification April 21, 2018 in Brainerd at Cragun’s 
Resort.  The Scott Assembly is working hard to make it a 
fun weekend. The ladies are planning some special events 
to make it a special weekend for all the visiting ladies to 
enjoy.  It’s not too early to register for a room by visiting: 
https://craguns.formstack.com/forms/
knights_of_columbus_2018 
 

Please continue to pray for our country, our leaders, and 
those who serve to protect us.  May God continue to bless 
America and the Knights of Columbus.   
 

Mary Jo and I wish you all a Blessed Advent and a  
Merry Christmas!  

Father Michael  
McGivney Guild   

 

Please join the Father McGivney Guild, 
and support his cause for canonization.   

 

To sign up, please visit www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Fraternal Leader Training Webinar 
 

UPCOMING WEBINAR:   
Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2017 at  8:00 p.m. Eastern 

"Setting the Stage for Success" 
Join us for an hour as we delve into: 

• Communication is a key component 

• Putting charity into action 

• Fraternal Benefits Night build Mission 

• Domestic Church programs attract younger 
members 

 

Go to http://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/
membership-webinar.html to register 

 

Jan. 3 - "Building Mission through your Parish" 
Jan. 31 - "Keeping Recruitment Personal" 

KNIGHTLY NEWS 

Special Olympics State Bowling  
Co-Chairs Chris Wrobel & Dan Irvin 

 

As the main sponsor of this event, we needed man power at 
seven locations (instead of only 3 in past years).  It was a 
big job, and as usual, the Knights stepped up and got the job 
done.  Thank you to all who came out and helped make this 
a wonderful experience for the athletes!  Those who helped 
can tell you, volunteering can be addicting, and they can’t 
wait to help again next time!   

Supreme Council 

Family of the 
Month  

 

This is One of the Easiest 
Programs Your Council 

Can Run ~ MN has had at 
least one Supreme Winner 

each month this year 
~ Form 1993A ~ 

Use KC Napkins  
at Council Events  

Cases of 5400 napkins $125 
and Packages of 600 for $15   

(plus shipping)  

Contact Brother Knight  
Ken Schoenfelder  
(320) 485-4448  

schoenfelderkk@tds.net 

View the most current degree schedule online 
at mnknights.org 

 

Contact State Ceremonials Director  
Brad Jacobs at kcdegreesmn@gmail.com to 

schedule a degree in your area today! 



Prayer Service and March for Life 
Culture of Life Activities Director John Bowlin     saljohn67@q.com      (651) 483-1877 

 

On January 22, 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision legalized abortion on demand nation-
wide.  Each year prolife Minnesotans mark the anniversary with a prayer service at the Cathedral and a 
March for Life at the State Capitol in St. Paul.  The 2018 prayer service at the St. Paul Cathedral will be on 
Monday, January 22nd, beginning at 10:30 am – 11:30 am.  The 2018 MCCL March for Life will take place 
at 12:00 noon on the Capitol Mall south of the Capitol building.  It will be followed by a brief program on the 
Capitol steps at 12:30 p.m.  Please join us as we pray and give witness to defending God’s Gift of Life and an 
end to the evil of abortion.   
 

A full report on abortions in 2016 is available at the MN Department of Health website.  Planned Parenthood 
mega abortion mill on Vandalia and University Ave in St. Paul continues it’s abortion expansion despite 
overall state and national trends of declining abortion numbers.  PPH’s 2016 total of 5,629 abortions was by 
far its highest number ever and a record market share of 56.5 percent of all abortions performed in MN.  This 
data again supports the fact that PPH’s main goal remains on performing as many abortions as possible.  The 
reason women gave for their abortions in 2016 is as follows: less than 1% rape, incest * 70% does not want a 
child at this time * 29% economic reasons * >40% performed on women who had undergone at least one 
prior abortion * 716 women had three or more previous abortions 
 

Abria Pregnancy Resources on University Ave, one block from PPH, is helping women.  Cyndy came to 
Abria one morning with a sidewalk counselor whom she met outside PPH.  Early in pregnancy, the father of 
her baby brought her to Planned Parenthood from an outlying suburb.  She had only known the man for six 
months, and he already had another child.  Cyndy had two.  Waiting inside Planned Parenthood, though, she 
was nervous.  She didn’t want to go through with the scheduled chemical abortion.  She told the father she 
didn’t want to do it and he walked out, leaving her alone.  She reached for her cigarettes and went outside out 
for a smoke.  That’s when she met the sidewalk counselor outside PPH who brought her over to Abria where 
she talked about her situation with Judy Kruger, nurse manager.  Cyndy first told Krueger how relieved she 
was that she had decided not to go through with the abortion.  Cyndy also started to think about how she 
would move forward.  She shared that she had been raised by her adoptive parents, who also helped her care 
for her son and daughter.  She told Kruger she was going to place the child she was carrying now in an adop-
tive home.  Kruger encouraged her to follow up with her doctor for prenatal care, gave her a referral for adop-
tion agencies and connected her to a pregnancy center closer to her home.  We thank God for Abria Pregnan-
cy Resources and our MN Pro-Life Pregnancy Care Centers and their supporters.  We appreciate the sidewalk 
counselors and the great service they provide women in crisis. 

 

Dial a Knight  

Birthday Initiative  
 

Each Knight Should 
Receive a Call on His Birth-

day from his Grand Knight to 
Check In & Wish Him Happy 

Birthday 
 

Why????? 
 

♦ Promotes Fraternity 
 

♦ Keeps Council  
   Records Up-to-date 

 

♦ Lets Each Brother  
   Know How Important He is 

to Your Council 

KNIGHTLY NEWS 

Upon the death of a Brother Knight from your council,  
please send the following information to  
Fraternalism Director Randy Lindstrom 

609 25th Ave SW 
Willmar MN 56201 
mnkcfc@gmail.com 

(320) 231-2584 
 

1) Deceased Knight’s Name      
2) Date of Death      
3) Council Number      
4) Town his Council is in      
5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relationship, and Address      
6) Indicate if he was a former DD, past State Officer, etc. 
 

Remember, your council’s financial secretary must 

send in a Form 100 informing Supreme of this  

Brother Knight’s death. 
 

The List of Deceased members is listed monthly in the 

online edition of the Knightly News at mnknights.org 

Minnesota General Agents 
 

East Central & NE MN 
Jim Szczech, General Agent  
2 Second Ave S, Suite 145  
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 
Office: 320-252-7173 
Cell: 320-339-2848 
Fax: 320-252-7179 
Jim.Szczech@kofc.org 
www.centralmnkofc.org 
 

Metro Area  
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent  
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160  
Burnsville, MN 55337  
Office: 952-686-7720 
Fax: 952-388-0851 
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 
www.twincitieskofc.org 
 

Western Minnesota  
David Goedtke, General Agent 
12 South Marshall Ave  
Springfield, MN 56087  
Office: 507-723-3360 
David.Goedke@kofc.org 
 

Southern Minnesota 
Ben Schleicher, General Agent 
PO Box 332 
Windom MN 56101 
Office: 507-822-7173 
Cell: 507-822-5168 
Ben.Schleicher@kofc.org 

Substance Abuse  
Awareness Poster Contest  

 

Run this contest promoting healthy, safe choices 
and awareness to help build the domestic church.  
You will provide parents opportunities to talk with 
their children about drugs and alcohol.   
  

Each entry must fall under only one topic, either 
Alcohol Awareness and Abuse OR Drug Aware-
ness and Abuse.  Each poster must include a slo-
gan reflecting the topic and an original visual im-
age.   
 

Each contestant may compete in only ONE of the 
four groups: Alcohol ages 8-11, Alcohol ages 12-
14, Drugs ages 8 through 11, and Drugs ages 12 
through 14. (Note: Each contest many have up to 
four winning entries, one from each of these 
groups.) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Catholic Citizenship Essay  
Contest - NEW THEME 

 

Brothers, it is about time you tried this program.  It 
has an exciting new theme.  We know very few ran 
it last year, but now is the hour!  You have connec-
tions like your pastors, Knights who are teachers, 
and social justice and youth ministers in your par-
ish who would be honored to read and judge es-
says for this program!  Like all our programs, this 
one works best when it involves the community.  
Let kids and their parents know this contest looks 
great on school applications as well!   
 

All Catholic students are eligible to compete — in 
public, private or parochial schools — in grades 8, 
9, 10, 11 and 12 during the current school year.  
The theme of the essay contest is “Going to the 
Peripheries.”  The contest opens the doors of 
young minds, enabling the entrants to be creative, 
thoughtful, and introspective in their work as they 
select one of the following ideas for their essay: 
 

a) Describe the work of one widely known current 
Catholic who went to the periphery. 
 

b) Describe the work of one widely known histori-
cal Catholic who went to the periphery. 

 

c) Describe the work of one person in your life, 
who helps alleviate human suffering. 
 

Send all winning entries with their official  

entry forms by March 1, 2018 to: 

Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest 
Chairman Mark Ritter 
25215 Drexel Avenue  

New Prague, MN 56071 
 

Please contact Mark with any questions 
ritter@bevcomm.net or (952) 758-9513  

COATS FOR KIDS 
Let Charity be a Guide  

State Youth Activity Director Patrick Farrelly   
pfmaplegrove@aol.com      (763) 218-3816  

 

Don’t let another year go by without putting a coat 
on a child who needs one.  Assemblies can use their 
charitable funds to strengthen the Coats for Kids 
impact in their areas.  Every Knights of Columbus 
council is eligible to participate in Coats for Kids. 
Coats can be purchased at a cost of $220 per case of 
12 (including shipping) for orders shipped to ad-
dresses in Minnesota.  Standard size boys case has 2 
size 8, 4 size 10/12, 4 size 14/16, and 2 size 18 
coats.  Small size boys case has 2 size 4, 6 size 6, 
and 4 size 7 coats.  Standard size girls case has 4 
size 7/8, 6 size 10/12, and 2 size 14/16 coats.  Small 
size girls case has 2 size 4, 6 size 5/6, and 4 size 6X 
coats. 
 

NEW!!  This fraternal year a limited supply of cases 
for boys and girls will be available with an assort-
ment of teen sizes ranging from small to extra-large, 
for 8th grade through high school.  The size distri-
bution will be four size small, four size medium, 
two size large, and two size extra-large.  These 

Coats can be purchased on Knightsgear for $288 
per case of 12 (includes group shipping only) for 
orders shipped to Minnesota.   
 

Shipping takes two to three weeks from the date of 
order. Small orders come via UPS, large orders 
come via freight truck.  Tracking information will 
be emailed upon shipment.  If your C4K order is 
lost, damaged, or does not arrive:  If the order was 
placed through Knights Gear, call Knights Gear 
customer service at 1-855-GEAR-KOC (855-432-
7562). If a Supreme Council staff placed the order, 
call (203) 752-4270. 
 

Publicize the event through local media and 

through the same human services agencies, par-

ishes and schools you are serving.   
 

If you collect and distribute used coats, or buy coats 
from sources other than Supreme, please send me an 
email with some details of your program and how 
many coats you are distributing.  I have no other 
way of including your outreach in our Coats for 
Kids program evaluation.  Also, please let me know 
if the new coats you are distributing were donated 
by another agent so I can include those numbers.  
Email: pfmaplegrove@aol.com 
  

Pope Francis put it in perspective when he said, 
“True charity requires courage: let us overcome the 
fear of getting our hands dirty so as to help those in 
need.”  Please use this program to make a difference 
for children in need. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 

All Minnesota Agencies need agents! A good agent will help you 
recruit members as well as help energize your council.  A good 
agent is indispensable to you as a leader.  He not only helps with 
council activities but also has access to many programs and ideas 
to keep your council vibrant. 
 

Would you or someone you know like to learn more about work-
ing with us and promoting our faith?  More information can be 
found in the online supplement.   
 

Have a Field Agent Candidate?   

Contact one of our General Agents. 

Metro MN - Lloyd Cybart (952) 686-7720 

Northern MN - Jim Szczech (320) 252-7173 

Western MN - David Goedtke (507) 723-3360 

Southern MN - Ben Schleicher (320) 252-7173 

Pop Tabs for Ronald 

McDonald House 
Chairman Chris Wrobel 
greenway@integra.net 

(952) 913-5366 
 

Hopefully you are still col-
lecting those tabs.   
 

NOTE:  We can also take 
tabs from soup, fruit, vegeta-
ble, and pet food cans that 
have a tab top. 
 

⇒ Collect tabs all year 
⇒ Bring them to the 2018 

State Convention 

⇒ Council with highest 
weight per member wins 

⇒ Winning Council        

announced at the 2018 

State Convention      

Banquet 

⇒ Winner may display the 
traveling trophy until the 
2019 State Convention 

⇒ Benefit MN Ronald 

McDonald Houses 

⇒ Help families who need 
these services in MN 

Check out the current  
Membership Incentives 

in this month’s  
Online Supplement at 

mnknights.org 
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