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Upcoming August Events
1 - Form 365 Due
1-3 - Supreme Convention 
12 - Fr. McGivney’s B-Day 
14 - Fr. McGivney Memorial
14-20 - Council Adm. Degree Week
15 - Assumption
15 - Council Audit Due
25-27 - Family Camping Weekend
26-27 - K of C Softball Tournament
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Get Away, but Don’t Run Away!!
State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi
statechaplain@mnkights.org 

(507) 426-7125

Whether we have already been on a summer       
vacation or it is still coming up, it is healthy for all 
of us to get away and relax, recreate, and recharge 
our batteries.  We usually come back to our work ready to dig in 
again.

It is the same for our councils and Knights of Columbus projects.  
With fall right around the corner, we know that it is time to plan and 
carry out the good work we know we are called to do as Knights.  
Whether we have new officers or not, it is a new year and time to 
rededicate ourselves.

If we need some inspiration, we have a special joy as the Church in 
the United States.  On September 23rd, the first American born martyr 
will be beatified in Oklahoma City.  Fr. Stanley Rother began mission 
work in Santiago Atitlán, Guatemala, in 1968.  On July 28, 1981, he 
was murdered for his support of the indigenous poor.  

The book, The Shepherd Who Didn’t Run, relates his work among 
the people.  When the violence of the civil war reached his town, his 
name appeared on a death list.  He came back to Oklahoma for a 
while, but he could not stay away from his people.  Even the fear of 
death did not keep him from serving as God had called him to do.  Fr. 
Stanley was killed at age 46.  

Regardless of our age, God keeps inviting us to serve in a way that 
costs us something too.  Liturgical Press of Collegeville, MN, offers a 
beautiful card with this prayer, “Blessed Stanley Rother, may your 
prayers and example help us to defend the poor and to share Christ’s 
love with those around us.  Pray for us.”  

May we as Knights imitate this holy man as we allow our faith to 
move us to serve those in need.  Vivat Jesus!

The Sky’s the Limit!
State Deputy Bob Penas

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com     
(320) 327-2122 

I recently enjoyed the honor and privilege 
of spending time with our Minnesota        
Bishops.  These gentlemen are the best of 
the best, and I am proud to say they are all active Knights of 
Columbus and strong advocates of the Order.  I always come 
away with a sense of renewal and food for thought as I contin-
ue on my journey.

At one of our recent ultrasound blessings, we were discussing 
how some councils have raised funds for new machines, but 
have not yet presented the check and others are close to their 
goal but have not requested help from the State Council and 
Ultrasound Chairman John Bowlin.  One of our bishops put 
his thoughts in plain Minnesota jargon when he responded, 
“Well, what’s the hold-up?  They should get off the stick, and 
get the job done.” 

Once again one these wonderful leaders in our state, true men 
of the people, hit the nail on the head with a key issue all of 
our councils face.  Sometimes we get into a habit of discuss-
ing ideas to death and never putting them into action.  Don’t 
let that be your council.

Never be afraid to try and fail.  It is how we learn and grow as 
people and as Christians.  If we never try new things, we will 
stagnate and fail to grow and thrive.  The same goes for our 
councils.  Think outside the box.  Focus on the goal — to 
evangelize, to help others, to do what needs to be done, and to 
grow the Order so we can continue our good works of charity.

Does this sound ominous and serious to you?  It should NOT.  
Joy is found in serving others!  In fact, volunteerism can be 
addictive.  Have fun, share you faith, and be the people others 
want to spend time with.  Ask for (and accept) help from oth-
ers.  The State Membership and Program Teams are here to 
facilitate your success.  Read the articles in the Knightly 
News here and online.  Contact the state officers, directors, 
and chairmen for help and to offer information on your suc-
cesses and failures so other Minnesota councils can learn 
from them.  Most of all, enjoy the journey!  Joy is infectious; 
spread it around!  Keep things simple and allow many hands 
to share in the work.  

Speaking of simple, many of you may think those Disney and 
Pixar movies are just plain silly, but they hold simple nuggets 
of truth that we sometimes forget as we get enmeshed in our 
complicated lives.  Here are a few you may remember from 
watching with your kids or grandkids.  “See a need; fill a 
need.”  “Whistle while you work.”  “Love is putting someone 
else’s needs before yours.”  “The flower that blooms in adver-
sity is the most rare and beautiful of them all.”  “No matter 
how your heart is grieving, if you keep on believing, the 
dream that you dream will come true.”  “If you can’t say 
something nice, don’t say nothin’ at all.”  “Ohana means fam-
ily, and family means no one gets left behind or forgotten.”  
“The past can hurt.  But the way I see it, you can either run 
from it or learn from it.”  “In every job that must be done, 
there is an element of fun.  Find the fun, and snap! - the job 
becomes a game.”  “You are braver than you believe, and 
strong than you seem, and smarter than you think.”

Latch onto one of these thoughts the next time life becomes 
too complicated.  Refocus on simple truths and the goal you 
want to achieve and then “the sky’s the limit!”

Thank you for being part of my Ohana, and may God bless 
your efforts this new fraternal year!  

Special Olympics State Bowling Tournament 
Get Involved!  

Join in the Fun and Register as a 
Volunteer Today!

Brainerd ~ Jack’s House ~ November 9-11
Brooklyn Park ~ Brunswick Zone ~ November 10-12

Duluth ~ Incline Station ~ November 10-12
Lakeville ~ Bowlero ~ November 11 & 12

Mankato ~ Wow! Zone ~ November 11 & 12
Moorhead ~ Sunset Lanes ~ November 9-11
Welch ~ Island Xtreme ~ November 11 & 12

Space is reserved for the Knights of Columbus 
volunteers until Sunday, September 17

Visit somn.org/KofC to register
For questions regarding Brainerd, Brooklyn Park, 

Duluth, or Moorhead, contact Dan Irvin
danirvin13@yahoo.com ~ (612) 618-4698

For questions regarding Lakeville, Mankato, 
or Welch, contact Chris Wrobel

greenway@integra.net ~ (952) 913-5366

Celebrate 
K of C 
Family 
Week

August 
7-13

Congratulations to Arlington Council 10172 and to 
Jack Feterl 

2017 International Substance Abuse Poster Contest Winner
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Let’s Start Right
State Secretary Marc Peters     

statesecretary@mnknights.org     
(651) 482-8771     

Last month I was on the road working 
with councils and presenting the Start 
Right Seminars along with other state 
officers.  We want your council to start planning now 
for a successful council year in both programs and 
membership.  If your council is successful, the Order 
grows and stays healthy.  Your parish benefits with an 
active council doing programs associated with it, and 
you stay engaged with the Church.
Why should I go to a council meeting?  Comradery to 
start with.  Knowing what’s going on.  Having a say on 
what your council does.  Being active instead of passive.  
Making your council better, which in turns will make 
the Order achieve higher standards.  Being part of the 
solution instead of part of the problem.  So, take an ac-
tive part in your council by first going to a meeting.  Be 
a good guy and bring some cookies!
Your council grows older every year.  More members 
obtain their honorary and honorary life cards.  Unless 
your council has a plan to attract new members, there 
will be no growth.  Your council won't even stay at sta-
tus quo.  We have all heard the message; it's time to do 
something.  Let's start with asking one guy this month.  
It takes just one to get started moving forward.  Vivat 
Jesus!

Minnesota KC  Student Loan Fund 
Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly

952-873-2213     daly.daly@frontiernet.net
See the Online Supplement for more details

Use KC Napkins at Council Events 
Cases of 5400 napkins $125 (plus shipping) 
and Packages of 600 for $15 (plus shipping) 

Contact Brother Knight 
Ken Schoenfelder 
(320) 485-4448 

schoenfelderkk@tds.net

My 2 Cents 
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff

statet@mnknights.org     
(763) 772-2997      

At the July Organizational meeting, 
State Ceremonial Director Brad Jacobs 
and I demonstrated the use of the DVD 
provided by Supreme for Admission Degrees.  There is 
no question that the best way exemplify the Admission 
Degree is to have a team of brothers who have the de-
gree memorized and practiced.  However, there are 
many councils in the state which do not have such a 
team, or access to a local team, and for these councils 
the DVD is an acceptable alternative.
This presentation was made to the District Deputies, 
but it is worth repeating the main points for Grand 
Knights and any Brother Knight involved in the use of 
the DVD.
¨ It is very important that the brothers who will be 

presenting the degree have spent some time to-
gether to run through the degree and have prac-
ticed the elements of the degree which require 
some action.  This includes the session normally 
performed by the Warden and FS in the antecham-
ber with the candidates.

¨ The exemplification may be performed by a mini-
mum of two team members who will need to per-
form the roles of the different team members, 
where interaction with the candidates is required.

¨ There are a number of areas where the DVD must 
be paused to allow interaction with the candidates, 
and these are indicated in the instruction booklet 
provided with the DVD.  However, there are also 
some areas where the team must be prepared to 
pause the DVD to allow for the candidates to 
“catch-up”. This will become apparent during 
practice sessions.

We have put together a document containing “hints and 
tips” for teams who wish to become proficient in the 
use of the DVD, and you can obtain a copy by contact-
ing SCC Brad Jacobs.  Vivat Jesus!

Father Michael McGivney Guild  

Please join the Father McGivney 
Guild, and support his cause for 

canonization.  

To sign up, please visit 
www.fathermcgivney.org/

And From that Day 
Onward, Nothing Would 

Be the Same
Associate State Chaplain, 

Father Gabriel Walz
associatechaplain@mnknights.org

Jesus Christ died before his very eyes.  Among the last 
precious words of our Lord came the invitation for the 
beloved disciple to take the Lord’s mother as his own, 
into every part of his life (the Greek word: ἰδίᾳ).  Our 
tradition teaches us that this exchange was not meant 
for St. John alone, but that he represented the whole 
Church beneath the cross, being entrusted with and to
Mary.  The lives of the Apostles radically changed af-
ter Jesus’ death, but He did not leave His Church alone.  
He said that He would be present wherever two or 
three were gathered in His name.  He sent the Holy 
Spirit to guide us into all Truth, and, He entrusted His 
Church to His Blessed Mother from the cross.
On August 15, 2005, on the Solemnity of the Assump-
tion, I stood before a small band of fellow pilgrims 
from Minnesota in the side chapel of a church near 
Düsseldorf Germany.  We were all wearied by a long 
day’s festivities at the World Youth Day celebration in 
Cologne.  But that night, in that little chapel, I pledged 
to take Mary as my mother—into every part of my 
life—as John did.
The Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary reminds us 
of the love our Lord Jesus Christ has for His Mother.  
While it has long been a part of our Tradition, the As-
sumption of Mary received a formal dogmatic defini-
tion from Pope Pius XII in 1950.  In his document Mu-
nificentissimus Deus, Pope Pius wrote: “The Immacu-
late Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having com-
pleted the course of her earthly life, was assumed body 
and soul into heavenly glory” (44).  
As Catholic men, Knights, and brothers, we entrust 
ourselves, our brethren, and our families to our Lord 
through the loving hands of His Blessed Mother.  You 
are in my prayers!  Vivat Jesus!

No Time Like Summertime!
State Membership Director Bou Gazley

membershipdirector@mnknights.org     
(507) 259-7851

It is summertime, and that means it is a great time to 
work on recruiting some new members!  Why is it such 
a great time?  There are numerous opportunities to chat 
with people after church and take advantage of the nice 
weather to hold outdoor activities sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus.  These outdoor family events are 
a great way for members of the parish to meet each oth-
er and helps us build the Domestic Church!  This is also 
a great time to get a head start on your goals for next 
year.  
We have some great incentives this summer, including a 
cash incentive for councils and a nice button-down 
shirts for members.  While we may not want to think 
about fall coming in a few short months, these shirts 
will be a great way to keep you warm and also let others 
know about the Knights of Columbus!  The full list of 
incentives for the first quarter is posted in this newslet-
ter.  District Deputies have been tasked by the State 
Deputy to schedule at least one Admission Degree each 
month in their district, so there will be opportunities to 
get these new members into our councils before sched-
ules get busy with school activities this fall.  
My goal for this year is that every council will meet 
their goals, no matter what they are.  In the next few 
months, I will talk about setting goals as they pertain to 
membership.  While Supreme sets a quota for the Fr. 
McGivney award, that does not mean it has to be our 
only goal for the year.  Let’s continue building our 
councils and the Order through our strong programing, 
and we have the potential to all be Star Councils next 
year!  
A great way to start the year off right is by watching one 
of Supreme’s many webinars.  I personally recommend 
“Recruitment in the Spirit of Father Michael 
McGivney” as a good way to get us all thinking about 
recruiting new members this summer! Go to 
www.kofc.org/webinar to find it.  Everyone is encour-
aged to take advantage of the many webinars Supreme 
offers.  Again, the State Membership Team and I are 
here to help you in any way that we can.  Please reach 
out and let us know how we can assist!  Vivat Jesus!

Starting Out Strong
State Ceremonials Director Brad Jacobs 

kcdegreesmn@gmail.com
(763) 477-4410

Brother Knights, I want to start by thanking all the 
Ceremonials Staff, as well as all of you who sched-
uled and held major degrees this past fraternal year.  
Our degree numbers remained fairly constant, but our 
intake of new members was down and down dramati-
cally.  I believe part of that is due to the lack of adver-
tising and promotion for these ceremonies. Getting the 
requests in early and promoting them are really major 
keys for success.  Everyone is responsible for this part 
of the planning.  I keep the schedule on the website as 
up to date as possible, so check it and check it often to 
see where the ceremonies are located.  Then do every-
thing you can to get potential new members there.  
Also, it’s very important to do all we can to get our 
1ST DEGREE MEMBERS to these events.  Studies 
show conclusively that the vast majority of brother 
knights who are suspended or drop out are 1st degree 
members.  It’s vitally important to get these guys to a 
major degree, let them share in the additional lessons 
taught in our higher degrees, and hopefully prompt 
them to become more active knights in your councils 
as well. 
I’d like to remind all councils that they should all be 
in possession of the 1st Degree DVD.  The last thing 
we want to do is get a potential candidate on board 
and then have them wait around for a 1st Degree.  If 
you don’t currently have one in your council, they are 
easily ordered off the Supreme website.  Also, be 
aware that you can stream the ceremony off of the 
Supreme website, and it is available in numerous lan-
guages.  Remember, once you have the ceremony in 
your possession, spend some time practicing how to 
use it properly so that it is presented in the manner 
intended.  Just like all ceremonials, practice makes 
things much easier for you and more meaningful for 
the candidates.

44th Annual Knights of Columbus 
Softball Tournament

August 26 - 27, 2017
Jaycee Park ~ Mankato MN

Hosted by North Mankato Council 5551 
The Jaycee Park in Mankato will once again be the site 
of the KC State Softball Tournament, held August 26-
27.  Council 5551 of Holy Rosary in North Mankato 
will serve as your hosts for the third consecutive year, 
and we hope for a record turnout. 
Pork sandwiches, back by popular demand, will be 
available in the concession stand along with the usual 
hot dogs, pop, water, sports drinks and candy. Mass 
will be held at the park Sunday morning so be sure to 
bring the family. 
For rules and regulations, please contact:

Cary Rentschler
1049 Oak Terrace Drive

North Mankato MN 56003
crentschler@hotmail.com

2017 State Incentives for Individuals
Warm it Up!   July 1, 2017 - Sept. 30, 2017
Þ If a member recruits at least 3 new members, he 

will receive a button up shirt with the KC Logo.

All in the Family!   July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
Þ If a member recruits a family member (son or 

grandson, father or grandfather, brother or uncle, 
and in-laws, too), the new member will receive a 
Madonna and Child Statue.  The Financial Secre-
tary must send a copy of the Form 100 to the 
State Deputy stating the relationship.

2017 State Incentives for Councils 
Fast Start!   July 1, 2017 - Sept. 30, 2017
Þ If a council reaches 25% of their net membership 

goal, the council will receive $200 for charitable 
use (minimum of 2 members).

Þ If a council reaches 50% of their net membership 
goal, the council will receive $500 for charitable 
use (minimum of 3 members).

2017-2018 Formation Degrees  
Þ The cost for the 2nd Degree Team will be cov-

ered by the State Council if a minimum of 7 can-
didates are exemplified.
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Family First
State Warden & Forms Chairman 

Dan DeCrans
statewarden@mnknights.org     

(218) 255-1125 

Brother Knights, August is here 
and only two months left for the 
1st Quarter State Membership incentives listed on 
page 2.   What a great way to get your council on 
its way to Star Council and receive some money 
to help out your charitable use!  All you need is 
25% (minimum of 2 members) of your council 
membership quota.  You still have time to get in 
all the sons and grandsons who have turned 18 
this last year before school starts.  It would be 
easy to get your 25% of quota just by asking your 
family members.  Besides that, you will be giving 
them a gift of a “Madonna and Child Statue” that 
they can take to school, and have Our Lady watch 
over them at school.
Some of the easiest membership drives that we 
can hold are right in front of us and we overlook 
them.  Look at who in your family you can ask to 
join the Knights of Columbus.  You already know 
them, and they already know about the Knights of 
Columbus.  They are probably just waiting for 
you to ask them.  Please go ask your sons and 
grandsons, fathers and grandfathers, uncles and 
brothers to join us.  Vivat Jesus!

Holy Family Icon 
We plan to have 7 Holy Family Icons moving 
through our districts.  The  schedule is included in 
the Online Supplement.

Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman 
Orville Fillbrandt

(952) 887-1218     (612) 751-2943
Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Master’s Memo
District Master Craig Larson, PSD

master@mnknights.org     
(218) 289-3872

We are now one full month into the  
fraternal year.  Did you attend your 
July council meeting?  How many 
activities have you participated in?  Have you asked 
someone to join the Knights of Columbus?  Has your 
council planned anything for KC Family Week?  Re-
member that everything you do as a brother or sir knight 
is an opportunity to tell someone about what we do.
Congratulations to the new Brother Knights and Sir 
Knights who attended the degrees at St Vincent’s Parish 
in Brooklyn Park.  It was a wonderful celebration of 
Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism all in less than 
24 hours.  On behalf of the Minnesota State Council, 
thank you to all who had a part in putting this event to-
gether.  The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Degrees Teams did a won-
derful job teaching these lessons.  Our Minnesota 4th De-
gree Staff taught the Patriotism Lesson beautifully.  None 
of these things happen without candidates or without 
dedicated teams.  If you are interested in helping out with 
ceremonials, please contact Chairman Brad Jacobs or ask 
a team member.  It’s a wonderful way to help promote 
the Knights of Columbus.
As you read this, many of us are attending the Supreme 
Convention in St. Louis, MO.  We are busy taking notes 
and making plans for when we have our turn to host the 
Supreme Convention in 2019.  Please tune in to EWTN 
and watch some or all of the proceedings.  The eyes of 
Catholics all around the world focus on the Supreme 
Convention where dozens of cardinals and bishops and 
hundreds of priests join the delegates and guests for a 
few days of fraternity.  We will need hundreds of volun-
teers in all sorts of roles when our time comes.  Please 
think about how you and your family may want to help.  
We have a volunteer sign up form on the mnknights.org 
website.
Our fall 4th Degree Exemplification will be in Marshall 
on October 21, 2017.  Please ask someone to join the 4th

Degree and make plans to attend.  If you can’t make it to 
Marshall, please plan on coming to Brainerd the weekend 
of April 21, 2018.
Please continue to pray for those who protect and serve 
us in the military and law enforcement.  Thank you for 

all you do to promote the Knights of Columbus. 
Vivat Jesus!

Keep Track of Your Members
Joe Konrardy

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 
(952) 451-1956

Over the years, many councils have come 
to the State Officers and shared that they 
have lost track of some members.  No dues 
have been paid to the council, and without 
a forwarding address, they are unable to contact them.  
What can they do to stop Supreme from charging per 
Capita on these members?
The State Council has prioritized assistance in this area.  
Over the coming months, we will be posting ideas, as 
well as discussing services available to you and your 
council so you can focus on your list of "un-contactable" 
and make a connection.  
One simple way is to keep track of your current mem-
bers’ address changes is to add "Address Service Re-
quested" to your mailings.  By adding these words (per 
postal regulations), you will gain access to which letters 
were forward and what addresses they were forwarded 
to.  Talk to your Postmaster, he/she will provide the de-
tails.  This is a great way to keep your records up-to-date.
Another resource is called Family Tree Now.  Go to 
www.familytreenow.com and create a free account.  This 
no charge website found me based on a city I lived in 
over 25 years ago.  
Look for more details in the coming months right 
here in your Knightly News or online at 
www.mnknights.org.  For more help, drop me a line 
at joe.konrardy@gmail.com.

Soccer ~ #1 Sport in Minnesota?
State Soccer Chairman Rodney Tholen 

1114 American Boulevard 
Bloomington MN 55420 

FAX to Marian Council 3827 at (952) 888-8974 
Tholen07@gmail.com

(507) 530-7901

According to Minnesota United Football Club, 
here in the state of Hockey, many more youth 
play soccer than play hockey.  The Order does not 
have a hockey championship yet, but I’ve been 
waiting for a couple years to see such a program 
come through on the award entries.  It seems like 
an instant win doesn’t it?  It could be held on an 
outdoor rink, etc.  Let me know if you try this one 
– I’d love to hear how it goes.
Our Order does offer an under-utilized gem of a 
program called the Soccer Challenge and I invite 
you to run it!  You need a goal, a couple of ropes, 
a few balls and some kids to kick the balls into 
the goal.  With a judge, a scorekeeper, and maybe 
someone to shag the balls, you’re in business in 
short order.  It can be run in schools.  It can be 
run after school.  It can be run with your local 
soccer league!  (Donate a few bucks to the league 
and ask if they will let you give their kids some 
prizes for kicking the ball into the net.)
Plan and promote your Soccer Challenge now to 
get great participation.  Working with a school or 
athletic league is your best bet.  Work with a 
league this summer or in September when school 
is back in session.  Order your Soccer Challenge 
Kit from Supreme by using form SC-KIT.  Span-
ish kits are also available!
Our MN State soccer challenge will be held on 
Saturday, October 7, at a time and location to be 
announced.  District competitions must be com-
plete before October.  
District Deputies – please send scored entry 
forms for your winners and second place finishers 
to State Soccer Challenge Chairman Rodney 
Tholen, so he has them by Monday, October 2, 
2017.  You may send them by mail, scanned into 
an email, or FAX them.  Contact information is in 
the header above.  Remember to label them “2017 
KC Soccer Challenge Champions.” 
Good luck to all your participants, 
and make this a fun event!

Community Service Increases Membership
Community Activities Director Randy Balausky
400 Pebble Beach Drive ~ Owatonna MN 55060

rbalausky@gmail.com
(507) 213-9862

Greetings Brother Knights, I would like to introduce my-
self.  My name is Randy Balausky, and I am a member of 
Sacred Heart Church in Owatonna, and a Fourth Degree 
Member and Past Grand Knight of Star Council 945 in 
Owatonna.  I am the Past District Deputy of District 32 
covering Owatonna, Medford, Waseca, and Blooming Prai-
rie.  My wonderful wife Tammy of 25 years and I have 3 
children, Christopher (Wausau WI), Allie (Duluth MN), 
and Casey (US Navy, USS ESSEX San Diego CA).  I work 
for the Department of Corrections, Stillwater, as a Produc-
tion Supervisor for MINNCOR Industries.
I was honored to be asked to be the State Community Pro-
gram Director.  I will do my best to assist all councils in 
identifying and/or planning community activities. One of 
my goals is to create a blog and library of community 
events, successful or not, that councils can use to assist 
them in providing community service and increasing mem-
bership.  
Monthly, I plan to feature details about programs that are 
successful, interesting, and/or unique.  Please email me a 
report/summary of any community program you have done 
and would like to share.  Please include how it benefited 
the community and your council.  Did it help you recruit 
any new members?  How many new members did you have 
volunteer, and was this their first time helping with one of 
your programs?
I look forward to meeting and working with everyone and 
will welcome any invitations to attend your community 
programs.  Please feel free to contact me.  Vivat Jesus!

Please note you can distribute Coats from any source - not 
just those from Supreme – as part of this program.  Further-
more, if you buy (or collect) and distribute 96 coats, your 
program will qualify as a Featured Program in the youth 
category on your SP-7.  This means your one program 
could fulfill all four requirements for youth programs on 
your Council’s Columbian Award application.  

Coats for Kids – Charity in Action
Youth Activity Director Patrick Farrelly

pfmaplegrove@aol.com (763) 218-3816  
I can think of three experiences that solidified for me what it 
means to be a Knight of Columbus.  The first was in North Car-
olina, where I became a Knight, and I was working as a whole-
sale grocery buyer.  I was able to work with my sales reps and 
brokers to donate some cases of food our council would distrib-
ute before the holiday to needy parishioners.  It really did not 
touch me until I had the privilege of seeing God in the people 
we delivered packages to.  Seeing how little they had and how 
grateful they were to have it.  Knocking on a trailer door and 
being welcomed with humility and sharing what can only be 
described as Love.
The second experience, also in North Carolina, but a different 
council, came with my brother Knights as we staffed the local 
homeless shelter for a few evenings.  We did not do much, but 
we were present and available to help as guests settled in and 
give the regular staff got some time off.  Being a Knight meant 
appreciating my family and seeing God’s gifts in my life while 
others had so very little.  As I reflect, I realize we did not 
change those guests’ world or circumstances – we were able to 
do so little for them - but they certainly changed mine.
The third experience was here in Minnesota, helping with our 
Coats for Kids distr ibution.  A par ishioner  had missed our 
Black Friday distribution and came in with her children to try to 
find coats to fit them.  I can see the children wearing coats that 
were too small, sleeves riding up their forearms, and I can see 
their smiles and their mother’s happiness as brand new perfect-
ly sized coats replaced worn out ones.  Mostly, I see the oldest, 
standing with his arms sticking out, insisting that his coat was 
fine as his mother searched through box after box for a coat that 
would fit him.  I see the tears in her eyes as she offered to make 
one larger coat out of two smaller ones by stitching them to-
gether.  I see her sadness as she left with only my promise to 
console her.  We would find her a coat to fit her son.  A day or 
so later, I shared her joy as I gave her that coat for her son, and 
a pair of gloves to match, and I knew what it meant to spread 
the “charity that keeps on giving.”  I have been working to ex-
perience it ever since.  
Now I do everything I can to help my brother Knights experi-
ence the joy of the Gospel - this charity - through our Coats for 
Kids program.  I know from my experience that the power of 
our program is in the giving, in the interaction with the children 
and the parents, and the impact it will have on us as we give 
what we can, together.
Coats for Kids ordering information can be found in the Online 
Supplement and on the Supreme website.  We are trying to get 
Coats on Kids earlier this year – TARGET DATE November 
4th.  
I strongly encourage you to work in your community to find a 
way to help families in need get winter coats and help them 
personally.  This is the charity that evangelizes.  This is the 
charity that will energize you and your brother Knights.  This is 
the charity that will attract good men to our ranks.  God bless 
you for taking our commitment to charity personally.  
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Deceased member list for this month may be found in the 
On-Line Supplement.  Upon the death of a Brother Knight 
from your council, please send the following information:

1) Deceased Knight’s Name    
2) Date of Death 
3) Council Number              
4) Town his Council is in 
5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relationship, and Address
6) Indicate if he was a former DD, past State Officer, etc.
Send this information to:  
Fraternalism Chairman Randy Lindstrom
609 25th Ave SW  ~ Willmar, MN 56201 
mnkcfc@gmail.com or (320) 231-2584

Knights of Columbus  
General Agents
East Central & NE MN
Jim Szczech, General Agent 
2 Second Ave S, Suite 145 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Office: 320-252-7173
Cell: 320-339-2848
Fax: 320-252-7179
Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
www.centralmnkofc.org

Metro Area 
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
Office: 952-686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org

Western Minnesota 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield, MN 56087 
Office: 507-723-3360
David.Goedtke@kofc.org

Southern Minnesota
Ben Schleicher, General Agent
PO Box 332
Windom MN 56101
Office: 507-822-7173
Cell: 507-822-5168
Ben.Schleicher@kofc.org

Programs, Programs, Programs
State Program Director Joe George
programdirector@mnknights.org

(651) 253-3112

Our organizational meeting went very well this year.  Our 
DD’s have lots of new information to share with their dis-
tricts and councils.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
share a list of our featured programs with everyone.  This 
is common knowledge for some, but for all new council 
officers and grand knights, this might be new.  If you have 
questions about any program, please contact me and I will 
help explain them.  

Church Activities: Refund Support Vocations Program 
(RSVP)

Community Activities: Global Wheelchair Mission
and Habitat for Humanity

Council Activities: Special Olympics
Culture of Life Activities: Ultrasound Initiative

and March for Life
Family Activities: Food for Families
Youth Activities: Coats for Kids

All of the details for each program can be found at 
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/council/

surge.pdf

In addition to these featured programs are some ideas for 
other programs that qualify for the Domestic Church Pro-
gram.

1) Church Activities 
Þ Simple Suppers/Stations of the Cross
Þ Family Rosary Program 
Þ Holy Family Prayer Program 
Þ Journey to the Inn 
Þ Spread the Light of Christ 
Þ Spiritual Formation Groups (Into the Breach) 
Þ CIS/BDC Series (Kiosks) 

2) Community Activities 
Þ Food for Families
Þ Journey to the Inn
Þ Spread the Light of Christ
Þ Family Week 

3) Council Activities 
Þ Family Rosary Program 
Þ Holy Family Consecration 
Þ Family Fully Alive 
Þ Affirmation of Wedding Vows 
Þ Family Week 
Þ Spread the Light of Christ 

4) Culture of Life Activities 
Þ Family Rosary Program
Þ Holy Family Prayer Program 

5) Family Activities
Þ Family Rosary Program 
Þ Family Fully Alive 
Þ Affirmation of Wedding Vows 
Þ Family Week 
Þ Holy Family Prayer Program 
Þ Food for Families 

6) Youth Activities
Þ Family Week
Þ Food for Families 
Þ Journey to the Inn 
Þ Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest 

Keep in mind all those in need when thinking about pro-
grams, and your council will flourish.  Remember, “See a 
need, Fill a need.”  Vivat Jesus!

Congratulations and Thank You
to all our top recruiters in the 
Building the Order Incentive 

for 2016-17!  
They will each receive a gift card from their 

choice of Menards, Mills Fleet Farm, or Home 
Depot.  Some are receiving a $50 card, some a 
$100 card, and some a $200 card based on the 
number of gentlemen they brought into the Or-

der in the 2016-17 fraternal year.
A complete listing will be in our Online August 

Supplement at mnknights.org

2017 Keep Christ in Christmas
Cards are Now Available!

All the Information is on the State website at 
mnknights.org

To save $33.25 off the Kit, 
Order Before September 25, 2017

Questions?  
Contact Jeff Bagniewski
3335 Marion Road SE
Rochester MN 55904

(507) 884-1521
jpbags@charter.net

Volunteer to Help at the 2019 Supreme 
Convention Here in Minnesota

Go to: 
https://mnknights.org/the-2019-supreme-

convention-in-minnesota/
OR you can:

Go onto mnknights.org
Pull down the Conventions menu 

on right hand side of blue bar
Click on 2019 Supreme Convention

And fill out the volunteer form to join in the fun!

Diligence, Devotion, Defense
(from the intro of Faith and Fraternalism)

From our earliest days, late in the 1800's, a Brother Knight in 
good standing would identify himself to other Knights with 
the phrase, "Diligence, Devotion, and Defense."
Diligence ~ a hard-working, persevering, serious man was 
one who cared for his family through the Order's insurance 
program. The diligent member aided his brother Knights in 
distress, attended council meetings, and projected a respecta-
ble image to those ever suspicious of the immigrant Catholic.
Devotion ~ every Knight pledged that he was a "practical 
Catholic," with a sense of piety and religious commitment 
well beyond the bonds of Sunday obligation. He was ex-
pected to be devoted to the Knight's principles of Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.
Defense ~ the ideal Knight must always be on guard against 
attacks upon Catholicism, defending the faith, and being the 
example of and behaving as a Catholic gentleman.
This "password" was intended to show our commitment to 
others and also remind ourselves of our duties as Knights.

Have you lived these words?
Diligence, Devotion, Defense

RSVP GUILDELINES
(August 2017 Knightline)

Vocation/RSVP Director Dave DuPaul
5405 Audobon Ave

Inver Grove Heights MN 55077
wbd846@webtv.net

(612) 760-0680
The Knights of Columbus launched the Refund Support Vocations 
Program (RSVP) in 1981.  Under this program, local K of C councils 
and assemblies agree to make an annual contribution of $500 or more 
to an individual seminarian to help with personal expenses.  
Councils and assemblies can sponsor more than one seminarian if 
their resources permit.  In each case, the minimum annual contribu-
tion is $500 per seminarian.  For every $500 given to an individual, 
the Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly $100.  The 
maximum refund a council or assembly can receive is $400 per indi-
vidual support.  
Persons eligible to receive:
¨ Seminarians accepted by a diocese and currently in their 
"spirituality" years
¨ Seminarians attending major seminaries in preparation for priest-
ly ordination
¨ Seminarians in their pastoral year (most often, deacons)
¨ Seminarians attending college seminaries 
¨ Seminarians belonging to a religious institute and are currently in 
formation for the priesthood (often called "Brother" even they will 
eventually be ordained as priests)
¨ Men and women who are novices or postulants in religious or-
ders or religious communities
Persons NOT eligible:
¨ Priests or religious seeking assistance for continuing education
¨ Religious brothers not currently studying for the priesthood
¨ Candidates for the permanent diaconate 

Merger Positions 
PCC’s for the Future

Culture of Life Activities Director John 
Bowlin

Effective July 1st, 2017 North Side Preg-
nancy Options and Abria Pregnancy Re-
source have merged and become one 
family, with one mission, and one vision.  
They will be equal partners and together 
operate as Abria Pregnancy Resources.  
They will have the same two locations, 
one in St. Paul and one in North Minne-
apolis.  

This merger between North Side and 
Abria showcases the strong unity be-
tween our prolife pregnancy care clinics 
in Minnesota.  This solidarity across Min-
nesota is evident in their mutual sharing 
of resources, guidance and even staff at 
the request of other care centers.  Some-
times when a new ultrasound is acquired 
by a pregnancy care center, through our 
ultrasound initiative program, the phones 
start ringing at that PCC and the used 
ultrasound machine can suddenly be in 
demand.  Those older machines that still 
have some life in them very often find a 
new MN PCC home.  Saving lives from a 
culture of death is our mission. 

Mary, Queen of Peace pray for us, Lady 
of Fatima pray for us. Please find time to 

pray a rosary.

READ THE REST OF THIS ARTI-
CLE IN THE ONLINE AUGUST 

SUPPLEMENT AT mnknights.org


