
State Chaplain Fr. Raul Perez-Cobo 
(218) 647-8392
statechaplain@mnkights.org 
Assoc. State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi
(507) 426-7125
associatechaplain@mnknights.org 
State Deputy Robert Penas 
(320) 327-2122
statedeputy@mnknights.org 
IPSD Joe Konrardy 
(952) 451-1956
ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 
State Secretary Marc Peters 
(651) 482-8771
statesecretary@mnknights.org 
State Treasurer David Whatmuff
(763) 772-2997
statet@mnknights.org 
State Advocate James Terwedo 
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 
State Warden Dan DeCrans
(218) 255-1125 
statewarden@mnknights.org 
District Master Craig Larson 
(218) 289-3872
master@mnknights.org
State Office 
820 2nd Ave SW 
Hutchinson MN 55350-2307
Office (320) 587-0747 FAX (320) 587-6251
adminassistant@mnknights.org
State Program Director Bou Gazley
(507) 721-3064
programdirector@mnknights.org
State Membership Director Conrad Meier
(320) 260-6945 or (320) 259-5169
membershipdirector@mnknights.org
Student Loan Admin. Mike Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net
Editors Bob & Peni Penas 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

Monthly Dedication  
This month of May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin in honor of the Feast of our 
Lady of Fatima on May 13th.  In 1917, our Lady appeared to three shepherd chil-
dren in Fatima, Portugal.  In this apparition, our Heavenly Mother’s message was 
to pray for the conversion of heart, repentance from sin, and devotion to her Im-
maculate Heart.  Also, our Mother identified herself  as “The Lady of the Rosary” 
as a special call to pray the Rosary as an instrument of world peace.  
This month, may we ask the intercession of our Heavenly Mother for peace in the 
world and the end of Christian persecution by praying devoutly the mysteries of 
the Holy Rosary.

Upcoming Events
May
Turn in Foundation Raffle Tickets
Turn in Tootsie Roll forms with cashiers checks
7 - 100th Anniversary of Fatima Rosary Procession at 1:30 p.m..  

Assembly is at the Minnesota State Capital
13 - Abria Family Fun Run/Walk (see page 3)
15-16 - Chaplains Gathering - ALL PRIESTS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND!
19-21 State Convention 
29 - Memorial Day
June
9-11 - State Deputy Meeting in New Haven, CT
July
7-9 - District Deputy Organizational Meeting at the Minneapolis Sheraton West
August
1-3 - 135th Supreme Convention in St. Louis, MO 
25-27 - Family Camping Weekend in Pipestone — details on MN State website

Degree Schedule
Knighthood degree immediately follows Formation degree - Contact Host DD for confirmation of 

time/location - Check mnknight.org for the latest exemplification information

DAY DATE LOCATION 1st Deg. 
Start

2nd Deg. 
Start Host Contact Phone

Saturday 5/6/17 St Francis de Sales          
Moorhead 10 AM NOON Curtis Noll 218-483-4238

Sunday 5/7/17 Columbian Center 
Owatonna 9:30 AM 11 AM Randy Balausky 507-213-9862

Sunday 5/7/17 St Patrick's Hinckley 11 AM NOON Albert Gallick 612-518-5833

Saturday 5/13/17 Our Lady of the Lakes 
Spicer 9 AM 10:30 AM Butch Schulte 320-693-2241

Monday 5/15/17 Sacred Heart                   
East Grand Forks 6 PM 7 PM Rudy Suda 218-784-8247

Tuesday 5/30/17 Bloomington Marian 6:15 PM 7 PM Pat Nelson 952-985-0574

Saturday 6/3/17 St Bridget's Lindstrom 8:30 AM 10 AM Bill Maassen 751-483-9758

Saturday 6/10/17 St Mary's Melrose 9 AM 10 AM Dennis Boeckers 320-351-5068

Chaplains Gathering
May 15-16

If you did not receive
information, contact 

the State Office
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Don’t Be Like Them . . .
State Deputy Bob Penas     bobpenas@broadband-mn.com     (320) 327-2122  

Spring has sprung!  Everything is growing and blooming.  We feel joy in our hearts. The birds 
are singing and the squirrels are running rampant.  I have a short squirrel story I would like to 
share with you.
Squirrels had overrun three churches in a rural community.  The pastors had tried everything in 
their power to remove them.  After a great deal of prayer, the first church decided that the ani-
mals were predestined to be there.  Who were they to interfere with God's will?  However, the 
squirrels continued to multiply.  The second church also decided that they could not harm any 
of God's creatures; so, they purchased some humane traps, caught them, and set the squirrels 
free outside of town.  Several days later, the squirrels returned, much to their horror.  It was 
only the third church, Holy Trinity, which succeeded in keeping the intruders away. The pastor 
baptized the squirrels and registered them as members of the church.  Now they are only seen at 
Christmas and Easter.
My family has had the honor of ushering at Christmas and Easter and Confirmation, and we 
have noticed this phenomenon with people (not squirrels).  I am proud to say that my brother 
knights are not like that at all.  We are the ones at church, helping out, participating, and 
strengthening our parishes.
For my Lenten reading this year, I picked up another book by Matthew Kelly and was again 
reminded of how some of things that I experience as a Knight of Columbus make me a better 
man, a better Christian, a better husband, and a better father.
· Knights know that you cannot be happy focused on yourself.  
· We were made for mission.  God didn’t create us to be served; he created us to serve.
· Only by serving others in a meaningful way do we truly discover the happiness we yearn 

for.
· Service and charity are at the core of who we are as Knights.
Our councils are here to serve in whatever capacity the Church and our communities need.  We 
are living the Order-wide initiative “Building the Domestic Church While Strengthening Our 
Parish.”  As a council, and with the help of your pastor, you need to answer these questions:
· What are the top parish priorities over the next few years?  
· How can our council support those initiatives?
· What is our council already doing that the pastor and parish would like us to continue or 

expand?
· How can the council be a means for the men of our parish to grow in their faith and support 

and nurture the Catholic faith within their families?
This new initiative is intended to strengthen and support Catholic families.  It is to ensure that 
our councils’ good works are part of our parish life.  As Knights, we are always ready to lend a 
helping hand and work on physical projects, but we also need to ask ourselves, “Are we con-
ducting enough programs that help our members and their families spiritually?”
God gave us the gifts we have, and we should share these gifts and be ever grateful for them.  
For without gratitude, what was extraordinary yesterday becomes ordinary today.  Without 
gratitude, a sense of entitlement takes hold and begins to rot our soul.  Without gratitude, we 
get old and grumpy or young and grumpy.  Gratitude keeps us young.  It anchors us to the pre-
sent moment.  It reminds us what matters most and what matters least, and fills us with resolve 
to carry on the great mission God has entrusted to us.
So, never stop striving to be all that God created you to be; the very best version of yourself!  
Be gentle with yourself.  Be gentle with others.  Continue to be visible in your parish.  Continue 
to offer faith building opportunities for your members and their families.  Look for what can be 
made better; for what is missing; for what needs are not being met.  Do NOT shy away from 
new projects and challenges.  To quote author Matthew Kelly, “If something is missing in your 
life, stop ignoring it.  Start paying attention to it.  God is trying to tell you something.”  Re-
member, “You have the perfect personality and talents to fulfill the mission God is entrusting to 
you.”  Try new things to support and strengthen your parish and your council.  Be a positive 
and invigorating force in your parish.  
Finally, we here in Minnesota, are seeing more and more of our members transferring to Fr 
McGivney’s Council in heaven.  I am asking that between now and the end of June, everyone 
here (ladies included), please ask a Catholic man and his family to join the Knight of Colum-
bus. 

As always, my fellow State Officers and I are here to help.  You need only ask. Vivat Jesus! 

2016-17 State 
Incentive For 

Individual 
Members

Building the Order 
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

If a member recruits at 
least 5 new members, he 
will receive his choice of a 
$50 gift card to Menards, 
Mills Fleet Farm, or Home 
Depot (at least 10 members 
= $100 gift card & at least 
15 members = $200 gift 
card)

2016-17 
State Incentives 

For Councils 
Mission 

Accomplished 
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

If a council reaches 100% 
of their net membership 
goal, the council will re-
ceive $250 for charitable 
use

Formation Degrees
The cost for the 2nd De-
gree Team will be covered 
by the State Council if a 
minimum of 7 candidates 
are exemplified

2016-17 
State Incentive 

District Deputies
Degrees Well Done 
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

If a district deputy holds at 
least 12 first degrees in his 
district or meets his district 
membership goal, he will 
receive a Jacket with the 
KC logo
A complete Form 450 must 
be sent the State Deputy 
for each first degree held
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Let Your 
Actions 

Evangelize 
through the 
Good You 

Do as a
Knights of 
Columbus

St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member or friend serving in the military?  

You can request a St. Michael Medal to be sent to them from our State Chaplain.
There is no cost to you or the military service person.  The military person does not need 
to be a man, a Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.  
Send the name of the person in the military, their rank, branch of service, and address to 
State Chaplain Raul, and he will send the medal (and a prayer book if requested) directly 
to the serviceman/woman.  

Please email your requests to: statechaplain@mnknights.org 
Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families are very important to our military men and 

women.  Continue to pray for them and their safety. 

See the sample poster with 
our State Chaplain above

Have a personalized 
recruitment poster made 

with your chaplain’s photo 
and with wording in 
English or Spanish 

Contact NCD Chairman 
George Sonnen to get your 

posters to use for 
membership recruitment 

(651) 247-4780 
info@historybound.com

The Case for Joy
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi     associatechaplain@mnkights.org 

In May of 2013, Pope Francis told us to be joyful and not have a face that looks like “a 
pickled pepper.”  He said that joy is a “pilgrim virtue” that helps us proclaim the Gospel.  
As we celebrate the Easter season with great joy, Pope Francis’ advice should help us to 
spread the good news not only with our words but also with our way of being.  When we 
are negative and critical most of the time, we do not attract others to our way of life, to 
our faith.  
The same theory applies to us as a Knights of Columbus fraternity.  Personally, I joined 
the Knights after having witnessed a vibrant and fun council at St. Mary’s in Willmar.  
After being around them, I wanted to join them.  
In this wonderful season of singing Alleluia and celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection, we need 
to be filled with the joy of knowing that Christ lives to give us eternal life.  This should 
not only affect our minds and hearts, but our faces too.  We are an Easter people; let is 
show to all.  Vivat Jesus!!

Life is Wonderful – Celebrate Mother’s Day
Saturday, May 13, 2017

Celebrate Life, Family and Mother’s Day 
at the 2ND Annual

ABRIA FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK AND 5K

UPPER LANDING PARK, ST. PAUL
North side of the Mississippi River

9 A.M. – NOON

Join us to celebrate the sanctity of Life and the dignity of Motherhood
Tasty food, craft tent for kids fun for the whole family!

Family friendly DJ, live music and swing dancing

Everyone should register their teams at supporters.abria.org
(Upper Landing is on Shepherd Road, across the river from Harriet Park)

For directions see supporters.abria.org/events 

For questions email jess@abria.org
Or call Jess at 612-275-9394 

Proceeds of this awareness and fundraising event benefit 
Abria’s life-saving mission.
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Continue to mentor 
your newest members.  

Invite them to share 
their ideas. 

Hold programs that 
interest them and invite 

them to help out.

Invite prospective 
members to help out on 

project, too.

Let them see that we are 
the people they want to 
be with who are doing 

the projects they want to 
be part of.

Let Your Actions 
Evangelize as you invite 

someone to join our 
Brotherhood today!

It’s Not Too Late
State Secretary Marc Peters     

statesecretary@mnknights.org     (651) 482-8771     
It's not too late...

...to turn in your credentials for the convention.  Mail them directly to the state sec-
retary or bring them with you the day of the convention

...to still register for the state convention being held May 19, 20, & 21.

...to turn in your envelopes for Pennies for Seminarians and Jim Campbell funds.  
Either mail them to the state secretary or bring them to the convention.

...to make a donation to "God's Gift of Life."  Bring it with to convention or mail it 
to the state secretary.

...to complete your SP-7 for the Columbian Award and send it in to Supreme.  Give 
your council credit where credit is due.

...to recruit just one more member.  Your council's future depends on new members.

...to give yourself a hand!  The work you do does make a difference.  Keep it up.

Youth Programs
Equal Actions 
Evangelizing

State Youth Activities 
Director Patrick Farrelly     
pfmaplegrove@aol.com

(763) 218-3816
Let’s face it, brothers.  There 
is not a Knight of Columbus 
alive who joined the Order so 
he could come to a meeting 
every month and discuss the 
size of the sausages to serve 
at the next pancake breakfast.  
They join to help needy kids, 
help paint the rectory, collect 
and deliver food for the hun-
gry, encourage young people 
to live their faith, and to grow 
in their own faith.  They join 
to put Catholic social teaching 
into practice with other men 
like them.  They join to DO 
stuff!

Let your programs, your 
activities, and your       

ACTIONS evangelize!



Dial a Knight 
Birthday 
Initiative 

Each Knight 
Receives a Call on 
His Birthday from 
his Grand Knight 

to Check In & 
Wish Him Happy 

Birthday

Why?????
♦ Promotes 

Fraternity
♦ Keeps Council 

Records 
Up-to-date

♦ Lets Each 
Brother 
Know How 
Important He is   
to Your Council
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REMINDER: 
All checks sent to 

the Minnesota 
Knights of 

Columbus should be 
made payable to:

Minnesota 
Knights of 
Columbus 

On the memo line, 
please list what the 

check is for.
Thank you!

My 2 Cents     
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff     

statet@mnknights.org     (763) 772-2997      
I had the pleasure and privilege of attending the First Annual Knight’s Mass at St 
Bridget’s Church in North Minneapolis on Sunday April 2nd.  Sir Knight Fr. Paul Jarvis cel-
ebrated Mass in commemoration of the 135th anniversary of the founding of our great Order 
by the Venerable Servant of God Fr. Michael J. McGivney.  State Deputy Bob Penas was in 
attendance with his wife Peni, as was Ladies Auxiliary President Nancy Mathewson.  An 
Honor Guard of about 30 Sir Knights included Former District Masters Phil Harter, Tom 
Grinnell, and Bob Mathewson.  Fr. Paul’s introduction and homily spoke of the reasons for 
our founding and the great work done by Knights through the years.  He also spoke of the 
heroism of Knight Peter Hausmann who survived the initial collapse of the 35W Bridge 10 
years ago, and subsequently lost his life in an attempt to rescue others who were trapped in 
the wreckage.  During the Offertory, the gifts were brought up by District Marshal Tom 
Hallaway and Former District Master Tom Grinnell, and a “Thank You” banner was pre-
sented to the Knights by children of St Bridget’s.  Votive candles were brought forward and 
lit in remembrance of deceased Knights, and Fr Paul presented a framed letter to Bob and 
Nancy from Fr. Jude of the Franciscan Seminary in Sri Lanka, thanking the Knights for 
funds donated to support seminarians.  Many parishioners remarked on what a wonderful 
occasion this was, and how much they appreciated the work done by the Knights … and at 
least two new members were recruited at the coffee and donut social which followed.  Fr. 
Paul is already planning for this event next year, tentatively April 15th where he hopes to 
have Archbishop Hebda join us, and I would encourage all Knights to put this on their cal-
endar for 2018!  Vivat Jesus!

Auxiliary News
The annual state convention was beautiful. 
Thank you outgoing and all officers for your past service. 
Thank you State Chaplain Father Raul Perez-Cobo for your presence support and 
prayers - Alleluia, Alleluia. Thank you Bloomington/Marian 3827 for making us feel 
welcomed and blessed. The theme was Lift Your Heart and Follow The Path You're On!
Congratulations to our officers: President Nancy Mathewson, 
Vice President Doris Klockeman, Secetary Jo Millier, Treasurer Joyce Korsten, 
2nd Trustee Jean Ackerman, 1st Trustee Pat Ruffing, Parliamentarian Marilyn Jacobs, 
Respect Life Lynn Spieker, Consultant Jean Burnett — Ways and Means is open.
This is the 100th anniversary of Fatima.  To celebrate, please join the Diocese of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul Rosary Procession at 1:30 p.m. on May 7th.  
Assembly is at the Minnesota State Capital. 

Jen Woodall, Execu�ve Director of the 
Women's Care Center in Duluth,      
accepts a dona�on of over 
$16,000 from Bob Ornberg of Hayward, 
WI Council 6587 to be used toward the 
purchase of a new ultrasound machine 
for the WCC. This dona�on, plus a do-
na�on from Msgr. O'Shea Council 
15761 at the Duluth Cathedral, and 
matching funds from the Knights of 
Columbus Supreme Council will pay for 
the machine in full. Also shown in this 
picture are Fr. Gerard Willger of St. 
Joseph Church in Hayward (on the 
right) and District Deputy Mike Peplin-
ski from Duluth (on the le�).
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Upon the death of a Brother Knight from your council, please send the following 
information to Fraternalism Director Randy Lindstrom at

609 25th Ave SW ~ Willmar, MN 56201
mnkcfc@gmail.com or (320) 231-2584

1) Deceased Knight’s Name     2) Date of Death     3) Council Number     
4) Town his Council is in     5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relationship, and Address     

6) Indicate if he was a former DD, past State Officer, etc.
Remember, your council’s financial secretary must send in a 
Form 100 informing Supreme of this Brother Knight’s death.

Take Care of Business
State Warden Dan DeCrans     

statewarden@mnknights.org     (218) 255-1125 

Brother Knights,  At the 2016 Supreme Convention, there was a resolution to change 
the by-laws concerning when the Election of Council Officers is to take place.  The 
resolution passed, and elections are to take place between May 1st and June 15th.  With 
this in mind, all councils are to hold their council elections during this timeframe.  
Once your council has done your elections of officers, please complete Form 185 Re-
port of Officers Chosen and send it in.  This form is due July 1st.  By not sending it in 
right away, your council treasurer is not bonded until it is received by Supreme.  Please 
send it in right away.  Be sure to also send a copy to the state office.
There are a number of councils that take the summer off.  This is not a good practice.  
You still need to meet during the summer to take care of business.  There are too many 
items that need your attention.  Form 365 Service Personnel Report is due August 1st.  
You know who your officers are by June 15th, and they should be working on planning 
your council programs and activities right away.  Your various directors and chairmen 
need to be appointed so Form 365 can be sent in by August 1st and so they can get 
started on their duties right away.  The Semiannual Audit is due August 15th.  
If you have the same officers as last year, do you need to send in a new Form 185?  
The answer is yes.  On July 1st, Supreme clears all the reports off the system and starts 
over with the new Form 185’s.
I know that all this has being repeated before, and if you belong to one of the councils 
that follow the by-laws and get things done, THANK YOU.  If your council is one that 
doesn’t get these things done, please demand that your officers start following the by-
laws and doing what is expected of them as the leaders of your council.  Vivat Jesus!

Memoriam
Please pray for these 
deceased brother 
knights and their families
Crystal Council 3656

Richard Cisewski
Charles Dexter
Sheridan Sousa

Eagan Council 7604
Maurice Theroux

Eveleth Council 2583
Richard Ventrucci
Nicholas Pollack

Faribault Council 889
George Mullenberg

Lakeville Council 8367
George Marek
Julius DeVos, Jr.

Little Falls Council 1804
Henry (Hank) Kargel

Long Lake Council 12293
Ronald Nelson

Marshall Council 1621
Howard Gag

Medford Council 4909
Michael Liverseed

Mound Council 6005
Gustave Knott

New Brighton Council 14250
Michael Walus

Sauk Centre Council 4863
Ferdinand Stepan

South St. Paul Council 3659
Donald Peplinski

St. Cloud Council 961
James Wey

St. Paul Cathedral Council 14752
Lawrence Pavlicek

Wahkon Council 12231
Arthur Martinson

Rosemount Council 5569
James King

Willmar Council 2764
Joseph Eikmeier
Jared Anez

Fill the Need!!!
Community Activities Director Joe George     

joe.george.9905@gmail.com     (651) 253-3112 
I am happy to announce that the next location we will be raising money for is Guate-
mala.  Please consider hosting a Wheelchair Sunday to help fund this next fundraiser.  
Contact me to find out just how easy it is to do.
Here is an update as to what we still have in stock right here in Minnesota. At the time 
this article was written, we had 19 wheelchairs available in all 2 sizes: (2) 14” and (17)
18”.  We have them in 2 locations in the State: Lino Lakes in the South and Nevis in 
the North. 

Please call me if you have any questions on how to order or where to pick them up.
The form can be found on the mnknights.org website under forms and on page 15 in 
this newsletter. This form can be used for the Guatemala wheelchairs, as well as the 

Minnesota wheelchairs.  Thanks you for all you do for the Knights.



SP-7 Time!
State Program Director Bou Gazley

programdirector@mnknights.org     (507) 721-3064
It almost the end of the fraternal year already.  Each of your councils is getting ready to 
attend the State Convention in a few weeks in Brooklyn Park.  The winners of the State 
Program Awards will be announced during the Awards Luncheon on Saturday.  I have 
greatly enjoyed reading through the great projects that have been submitted.  While it is 
too late to submit a project for the awards, now is the time to be working on your Co-
lumbian Award Application.  Every council in the state should get this award.  The re-
quirements are to complete the SP-7, including 4 projects in each of the six categories.  
The categories are Church, Community, Council, Family, Culture of Life, and Youth.  
Remember when filling out the form, each event can only be counted once, so if you 
have multiple events that are similar, you can still use them, but make sure you explain 
how they are not the same event.  If Supreme is unable to determine that they are sepa-
rate events, they will deny one of the programs you put down, and you will be unable to 
win the award.  
The other important change this year is the requirements regarding the Domestic 
Church Initiative.  Out of the programs that you submit on your SP-7, four of them must 
meet the Domestic Church requirements.  The programs that Supreme has identified as 
automatically qualifying are listed on page 9 and on their website:  http://
www.kofc.org/en/domestic-church/.  If you have other programs that you think will 
qualifying as Domestic Church programs, let me know, and I will assist you with deter-
mining if they will qualify.  Again, I personally believe that all of our councils in Min-
nesota are doing enough programs to qualify for the Columbian Award, it is just hard 
sometimes to sit down and think of them.  Take some time now to fill out the form and 
ask your fellow brother knights to assist you if you can’t think of something to write 
down.  If you have any questions, or would like me to review your SP-7 prior to sub-
mitting it, please let me know!  And don’t forget, the Columbian Award is one of the 
requirements in order to achieve Star Council!  This should be the ultimate goal of eve-
ry council, as it shows your council is strong in both membership and programing.  Re-
member, we all strive for a stronger membership through stronger programs!
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State Knights 
of Columbus 

Bowling 
Tournament

The 2017 state tournament was 
held in Hutchinson and we hope 
to have the winner information in 
our next newsletter!
The 2018 tournament will be 
hosted by the Big Lake Council.  
More details will be released as 
the event comes closer.

We are looking for host councils 
for the 2019 and 2020 events.  A 
house with 16 lanes minimum is 
needed. 

Please contact State President 
Chuck Loso at          

(320) 220-2690 or                        
cmloso@charter.net

for questions and information on 
hosting the tournament.

We are also looking for some 
new blood on the board to assist 
in making this a better tourna-
ment.  We only meet twice a 
year. so it is not a demanding 
committee to be on.  If you have 
any ideas, please bring them for-
ward.

The Supreme Council is always looking for outstanding council programs that 
can serve as examples - for other councils and for prospective Knights - of the 
good that a committed group of Catholic men can accomplish.  An "after action" 
report - complete with good action photos is always appreciated.  What's even 
better, though, is if we know about the program before it happens.  With this 
knowledge, Supreme can assist in several ways, such as:
Þ arranging to capture professional photos or video of the program that might 

be used in Columbia or Knightline, on kofc.org, or in future video produc-
tions.

Þ helping to publicize the program among the general public and/or local me-
dia.

Þ offering insight into how to best leverage the program as a membership re-
cruitment opportunity.

In addition to programs, we'd also like to know about outstanding Knights.  The 
Supreme Communications Team, led by Chuck Lindberg and David Naglieri, is 
planning a series of short videos featuring outstanding Knights of Columbus, to 
showcase the Order as an organization that Catholic men would want to be a 
part of.  Think of members who might have a uniquely inspiring story to tell, 
and Supreme might be able to provide the venue through which they can tell it.
Supreme may not be able to spotlight every program or every member you iden-
tify for us, but working together I know we can highlight the good things hap-
pening every day throughout the Order, and help the Order to grow.  Vivat Je-
sus!
State Deputy Bob Penas ~ bobpenas@broadband-mn.com ~ 320-327-2122

NOTE CHANGES 
to the 2016-17 

Columbian Award 
Requirements 

that incorporate the 
Domestic Church 

Programs
(Details on Page 10)



On Par for Star  Do you have a First Degree scheduled for each month, 
so when you have a prospective member, you can tell him when the degree will be held?  

He shouldn’t have to wait long -- we want him to feel welcome and wanted.
Need help?  Contact your District Deputy, State Membership Director 

Conrad Meier, or State Program Director Bou Gazley.  They will be glad 
to assist you.  Your success is their first priority.

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars! You may be amazed by what you 
and your council can accomplish as you strive to do God’s work here on 

earth!  Vivat Jesus!

MN Councils Share Your Local Newsworthy Events 
The Supreme Council is always looking for news from local councils.  After all, local councils provide much of the good work 
of the Order.  Supreme provides a fill in the blank form at:  http://www.kofc.org/un/en/knightsinaction/kia_news.html
Also send your pictures and articles to bobpenas@broadband-mn.com — We’d like to include news from your council 
in the Knightly News.  Send us your articles and pictures, so your council can be featured, and you can inspire others with your

projects and activities.  
Submit articles to your local paper.  It is often said that, “The Knights of Columbus is one of the best kept secrets out there.”  If 
men don’t know the good that we do, why would they want to join and support us?  We don’t need to brag, but we need to keep 
the community informed through articles in our local papers and church bulletins and by being visible as a positive presence in 
our communities as Knights of Columbus.  
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Master’s Memo
District Master Craig Larson, PSD    

master@mnknights.org     218-289-3872
Congratulations to the 93 new Sir Knights who were welcomed into the 4th Degree in Man-
kato.  It was a wonderful weekend for the Knights of Columbus with successful 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd Degree Ceremonies on Friday night and the 4th Degree Exemplification ceremony on 
Saturday.  Thank you to the Mankato area Knights of Columbus for coming together to 
make this all happen.  Other than a few “unscheduled opportunities” the whole weekend 
went well.  Thank you also to everyone who recruited a new member to their councils and 
assemblies and to all who attended.
At our banquet, another class was inducted into the Minnesota 4th Degree Hall of Fame. 
Bishop John Quinn of Winona, Fr Dave Barrett and Kenneth Kes of the New Prague As-
sembly, Richard Belanger and Richard Klaesges of the Nicollet Assembly, and Richard 
Meyers of the Shakopee Assembly.  There are two other inductees who will receive their 
awards at a later date.  Thank you to the Hall of Fame Committee for another exemplary 
class of Sir Knights.  Every assembly is encouraged to nominate a deserving Sir Knight into 
the Hall of Fame. 
Plans are underway for our next two regularly scheduled Exemplifications, Oct 21 in Mar-
shall and April 21, 2018 in Brainerd.  More information will be coming.  Next spring, we 
will have our biennial meeting of the Minnesota District of the 4th Degree to conduct the 
business of the assemblies in Minnesota.  This meeting is to be attended by delegates from 
all assemblies.  Part of the agenda is taking nominations for the next District Master.  Please 
contact me or one of the Former Masters if you have any questions about the position.  
There is also a TENTATIVE plan for an additional 4th Degree Exemplification this summer; 
TENTATIVELY Aug 12 in St Paul.  It will be announced at the State Convention and 
through the mnknights.org website.
In August of 2019, the Supreme Convention is coming to Minnesota.  This will be a huge 
undertaking for our state council as we welcome thousands of brother knights and families 
from around the world and show them “Minnesota Nice.”  It will require hundreds of volun-
teers for all sorts of assignments.  Please contact PSD Phil Harter or me if you would like to 
be a part of Minnesota Knights of Columbus history by helping to make this the best Su-
preme Convention ever!

Thanks for all that you do to support and promote the Knights of Columbus.  Vivat Jesus!

2017 Resolution
Commit to the better 

engagement of 
your members 

and your councils!
Get your members 

involved in charitable 
activities!

First, register for the 
webinar “Programs with 
Purpose” to learn how to 

better engage your council 
members and boost the 
effectiveness of your 
council’s programs. 

The webinar will take 
place on Jan. 11, at 7 p.m. 

In this one hour webinar, 
you will learn to use Lenten 
Programs to builds faith and 
council initiatives; compile 
figures, calculate volunteer 
hours and publicize your 
charitable outreach; and plan 
and conduct effective         
Fraternal Benefits Nights.

Next, fill out the
Annual Survey of 

Fraternal Activity. 

All councils and assemblies 
are required to fill out these 

forms by Jan. 31, 2017.

Your report will support the 
Knights of Columbus and 

inspire your brother Knights' 
efforts in the year to come!



Building the 
Domestic Church: 

The Family Fully 
Alive

For ideas on how to grow 
your faith as a family, 
family volunteering and 
project ideas, and ideas that 
your council can use to 
promote fraternity amongst 
its members and possibly 
attract new families to the 
Knights of Columbus, we 
encourage you to go on the 
Supreme website at http://
www.kofc.org/un/en/
domestic-church/ to find 
links to more information 
and a pdf copy of the 
program booklet. 

Ask a friend, 
family member, 

coworker, or 
acquaintance to join 

the Order today!

Share the joys and 
benefits of our       

Brotherhood with      
others!

Minnesota KC 
Student Loan Fund
Contact Brother Knight 

Mike Daly

952-873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

See page 14 
for more details

Use KC Napkins 
at Council Events 

Cases of 5400 napkins $125 
and Packages of 600 for $15 

(plus shipping or pick up at State Convention) 
Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder 

320-485-4448
email schoenfelderkk@tds.net

Father Michael 
McGivney Guild  

Please join the 
Father McGivney 
Guild, and support 

his cause for canonization.  
To sign up, please visit 

www.fathermcgivney.org/
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COLUMBIAN AWARD CHANGES FOR THE 2016-
2017 FRATERNAL YEAR 
Knights of Columbus councils have always responded to the most urgent needs of the 
Church, particularly through charitable and social outreach.  In order to support the evange-
lization of family life today, each council must be even more fully integrated with our 
Catholic parishes.  As the world’s largest Catholic fraternal and family organization, we 
have a responsibility to dedicate our time, talent and resources to ensuring that our parishes 
are beacons of the new evangelization and that our families are supported and strengthened 
by our activities.  In order to highlight the importance of this new initiative and its impact 
on our mission, the Supreme Council is announcing changes to the Columbian Award ef-
fective immediately.  In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils need to meet the fol-
lowing qualifications:
Þ Submit the Service Program Personnel Report (#365)
Þ Submit the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728)

Councils instituted after November 1 do not have to meet this requirement
Þ Annually conduct and report at least 4 programs in each of the six categories of 

the Surge with Service Program 
AND at least 4 of those programs need to be designated as “Domestic Church” 
programs.  Please visit kofc.org/domesticchurch to review the most up-to-date 
list of programs and activities. 

The following programs currently carry the Domestic Church designation:

· Journey to the Inn
· Father’s Day Affirmation of Wedding Vows
· Consecration to the Holy Family
· Family Fully Alive Devotional Program
· Holy Family Celebrations (Diocesan-wide)
· Food for Families
· Keep Christ in Christmas
· Spiritual Formation Groups (Into the Breach)
· 5th Sunday Rosary Program
· Family Week Celebrations
Additional Domestic Church activities will be released throughout the fraternal 
year.  For information and resources pertaining to the Building the Domestic 
Church initiative, councils should visit kofc.org/DomesticChurch — Any questions 
regarding the change with the Columbian Award application should be directed to 
Robert Ennis at robert.ennis@kofc.org. Questions regarding the Building the Do-
mestic Church initiative should be directed to Thomas Perretta at thom-
as.perretta@kofc.org

Or Contact Program Director Bou Gazley bou.gazley@gmail.com



Supreme Hotline 
for FS Help

Membership Records has a 
team of 8 in a call center 
dedicated exclusively to 

helping Financial Secretaries 

They can help an FS 
with any questions 

regarding 
Member Management 

or Member Billing

Hotline Number 
203-800-4955

Email: ExpertFS
@KofC.org

Is that Form 100 
in your pocket or 

billfold?  
Always have one 

handy!
You never know 

when the 
opportunity to 

recruit will 
present itself

When did you last 
attend a Degree?

We encourage you to 
attend a Degree 
sometime soon!  

Support your Brothers at 
the Degree,  and 

be reminded of the 
lessons you learned!!!

Consider joining a 
Degree Team as a 

member and share the 
lessons of the Order with 
your Brother Knights!!!

New Community Activities Program

Collect Pop Tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House

Þ Collect tabs throughout the year
Þ Bring them to the 2017 State Convention
Þ Council with highest weight per member wins
Þ Winning Council announced at the 2017 State Con-

vention Banquet
Þ Winner may display the traveling trophy until the 2018 

State Convention
Þ Benefit Minnesota Ronald McDonald Houses
Þ Help families who need these services in Minnesota
Currently there are five Ronald McDonald Houses in Minnesota —
one located in Rochester at the Mayo Clinic and the other four in the 
Twin Cities.  These houses provide a comfortable and caring home-away-from-home that 
keeps families together and reduces stress during a child’s serious illness.  This includes 
providing home-cooked dinners every night, family-friendly activities, private rooms, 
accredited K-12 schooling, and much more.
Collecting pop tabs is a simple and easy program for your council to participate in.  Bring 
the tabs you have collected to the 2017 State Convention to be weighed.  The council 
with the highest weight per member will be classified as the winner (number of council 
members based on July 1, 2016 membership).  At the 2017 State Convention Banquet, 
the winning council will receive a traveling trophy to display until the 2018 State Con-
vention.
This program has been very successful in Indiana (where 2016-17 Community Activities 
Director Chris Wrobel first learned about it).  At their 2015 State Convention, they sur-
passed 1 million tabs collected, generating over $400,000 dollars for Ronald McDonald 
house in Indianapolis.  Because of the generosity of the Knights, the Ronald McDonald 
house was able to buy another building to service additional families.  Their council par-
ticipation level was 65%.  This is an easy program for a worthwhile cause.

Ideas that various councils have used to collect tabs: 

1) Collect Aluminum Cans
- Remove tabs before recycling cans
- Save tabs for convention weigh-in
- Use the money from recycled cans to fund other council charitable activities

2) Competitions in Area Schools
- Start at the beginning of the school year
- Each grade level collects tabs year round
- Weigh tabs once a month
- Post class standings on a master chart
- The class with the highest total per student at the end of the year wins a pizza 

lunch provided by the council

3) Local Bars and Restaurants
- Ask them to save tabs
- List collection locations in the council newsletter so members can patronize 

these businesses (win–win situation)  
- The establishment which collects the most tabs is given a free ad in the council 

newsletter for a year and a sign to display stating they helped sick 
children’s families at the Ronald McDonald house
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Invite
Someone 
to Join 
Today

Share the 
pride!

Share the joy! 

Share the 
satisfaction!

Ask a neighbor, a 
friend, a family 

member to join us 
TODAY!

Knights of Columbus 
Safe Environment 

Program 
For questions or concerns or to 
receive a handbook containing 
Knights of Columbus Safe En-

vironment Program policies 
and procedures, please submit 
your request to Quianna Rich-

ardson at 203-800-4940 or 
youthleader@kofc.org

Remember to File 
your Council 
Paperwork!

Form 185 and Form 365 and 
your other council reports 
and forms help the State and 
Supreme Councils send infor-
mation to council leadership, 
monitor the health of your 
council, keep up-to-date with 
what is happening in your 
council, see where we need 
to improve, offer assistance, 
or make changes, and much 
more.  We are here to help 
your council succeed and 
continue to grow and im-
prove as you serve our com-
munities.

SP-7 — Don’t 
Wait Fill it in as 

you go!!!!!!!
Councils must conduct and 
report at least four major 

programs 
(or one featured program) 

in each of the Service 
Program Categories —
Church, Community, 

Council, Family, Culture of 
Life, and Youth.  

This year, you can fulfill this 
goal in 3 different ways:
1.  Hold 4 programs in each 

of the 6 categories 
(24 programs)

2.  Hold 6 Featured Programs 
(1 per category)

3. 4 programs reported in 
some categories and 
Featured Programs 
for others

Remember to include at least 
4 Domestic Church programs, 
and label them as such.

More detailed information
can be found on page 10

Knight of the Month 
Choose a Knight of the Month each and every month!

Honor Your Council’s Brother Knights and show 
them their dedication and the example they set is 

greatly appreciated!
Choose a Knight of the Year from these gentlemen, 
and fill out the Knight of the Year form in March to 
submit to State Program Director Bou Gazley with 

your other program year-end reports.

Use these as Council Programs on Form SP-7.
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Supreme Council 
Family of the Month Awardees from MN

One of the Easiest Programs your council can run

Congratulations to these families chosen in Supreme’s 
March Family of the Month drawing:

The Steve Mancl Family of Lino Lakes Council 9905
The Isidoro Schmiesing Family of Grey Eagle/Swanville Council 14616

Councils participating this month were 5296, 9601, 9905, 13001, and 14616
Form 1993A on Supreme’s website at kofc.org

Complete it online or mail it in
~ Supreme draws 100 Winners each month ~

Honor Your Council’s Families and show them their dedication and 
the example they set is greatly appreciated.  

Choose a Family of the Year from your 
Families of the Month!  Use this as a Council or Family Program on Form SP-7.

Help Save Lives
Raise funds for an 

ultrasound machine!
Aren’t planning to place a machine in 
your immediate area, but want to help 
with the Ultrasound Initiative in Minnesota?  Many 
councils have made contributions to the MN State 
Council Fund.  This fund provides councils who 
are getting close to their fundraising goal with up 
to $2500 per machine. Make checks payable to 
Minnesota  Knights of Columbus with the memo 
line denoting MN Ultrasound Initiative.
Have extra funds from your Ultrasound Initiative 
Project?  Donate them to the fund to help place 

additional machines.  
Remember to be a source of continued support to 

your life care centers.
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East Central & NE MN
Jim Szczech, General Agent 
2 Second Ave S, Suite 145 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Office: 320-252-7173
Cell: 320-339-2848
Fax: 320-252-7179
Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
www.centralmnkofc.org

Metro Area 
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
Office: 952-686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org

Western Minnesota 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield, MN 56087 
Office: 507-723-3360
David.Goedke@kofc.org

Southern Minnesota
Luke Rennie, General Agent 
Mail: PO Box 1067 
Location: 135 West Main St,
Suite 2
Owatonna, MN 55060 
Office: 507-417-4169
Luke.Rennie@kofc.org

The Catholic Difference

Knights of 
Columbus 
Insurance

Catholic Values 
Ethical Sales 
& Investing

Service to the Church 
and the Community

Our Guarantees Set Us Apart 
Knights of Columbus life insurance offers something precious few other financial prod-
ucts can – guarantees.  As long as you pay your premiums, the policy proceeds will be 
there for your beneficiaries should something happen to you.  That’s peace of mind, and 
that’s what we offer with our every product in our portfolio. 
We guarantee the cash value in your whole life policies will be there. 
We guarantee the rates on your term insurance. 
We guarantee our retirement products will provide a stream of income when you need it. 
On top of those product guarantees, I guarantee that I will offer professional, high-
quality service that you would expect from our organization. 
Our Order is among the highest rated life insurers in North America.  AM Best has rated 
the Knights of Columbus “A++, Superior” for 40 consecutive years.  It’s a testament to 
our track record for excellence and security. 
The Knights of Columbus has been recognized as a 2016 World’s Most Ethical Compa-
ny® by the Ethisphere® Institute, a global leader in defining and advancing the stand-
ards of ethical business practices. 
I would suggest that a principal reason that we were able to achieve those accolades is 
because we remain steadfastly committed to the vision of Venerable Father Michael J. 
McGivney by providing life insurance by brother Knights for brother Knights. 
That commitment is an essential core value of the Knights of Columbus, and our core 
values permeate all levels of our organization. We pledge to serve our brother Knights, 
and their families, according to our Golden Rule: “In all my professional relationships, I 
pledge myself to the following rule of conduct: I shall, in light of all conditions sur-
rounding those I serve, render that service which, under the same circumstances, I would 
apply to myself.” 

Contact your Field Agent or General Agent today! 

HOLY FAMILY ICON
Updated Schedule Below
Minnesota Knights of Columbus have 5 Holy Family 
Icons to cover all districts in the state by June 2017.  
Participants are to keep the prayer cards, but the 
prayer books are to stay with the materials.  Remem-
ber to record the attendance in the logbook and trans-
fer everything to the next district/council on a timely 
basis.  Thanks for your cooperation in keeping each 
of the Holy Family Icons on schedule so all councils/
parishes/districts are able to participate.  Please mon-
itor the inventory in the two briefcases to ensure an 
adequate supply is available for your district and sub-
sequent districts.

This is the link to the Holy Family Icon Prayer Book 
on the Supreme Web Site:  

http://kofc.org/un/en/service/church/
marian/support_materials.html

For questions, comments, need for 
additional supplies, and periodic  

reporting of progress, please contact 
Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman 

Orville Fillbrandt 
at 952-887-1218, 612-751-2943,

or Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Date North West East South SE & 

May, 2017 #3 #38 #59 #26 #1

Jun. 2017 #3 #39 #59 #26 #1

2016-17 District Schedule



When ordering wheelchairs or turning in funds 
to buy wheelchairs, please use the form below.  
It can also be found on the State Website at 
mnknights.org
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Council	Number	_________________		Location	(City)	_____________________________________________

□ Church	Drive
Date of your council’s Wheelchair Church Drive:  __________________________________________________________  
The total dollar amount of donations received during this Wheelchair Church Drive: $______________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of the presentation?  _________

□ Other	Fundraising	Activities	for	the	Global	Wheelchair	Mission
Briefly describe any other activities your council did to raise funds for the Global Wheelchair Mission 
(e.g.: Pancake Breakfast, Car Wash, Dinner/Dance, etc.)  Use back if needed:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Total dollar amount raised during other fundraising activities: $______________________        
Total number of man-hours donated to raise funds for this wheelchair order:  __________________
How many new members were inspired to join your council as a result of these activities?  _________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Wheelchair	Order
Total dollar amount of donations for this order: $______________________

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Minnesota @ $150.00 each: __________________

Size and number of chairs requested by council:   _____ 14 inch     _____ 16 inch     _____ 18 inch   _____ 20 inch
COUNCIL WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PICKING UP THE CHAIRS THEY ORDER.

Number of wheelchair(s) ordered for distribution in Guatemala, Central America @ $150.00 each: __________________

Make checks payable to Minnesota Knights of Columbus with Global Wheelchair Mission on the memo line.

For tax purposes, private donations or gambling funds may make checks payable to Minnesota Knights Foundation.

Date: _____________________________    Grand Knight: ___________________________________________________

Phone #: _________________________________   Email: ___________________________________________________   

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________   

City:_________________________________________________  State & Zip:___________________________________

Send the completed form and check to the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Secretary.  
See the State Newsletter or visit www.mnknights.org for his address.  
You will be notified of date and location for wheelchair pickup.

Minnesota	Knights	of	Columbus
Global	Wheelchair	Mission	Form



Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Student Loan Fund, Inc.

PO Box 126
Belle Plaine MN 56011

Support this Program
The Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan Fund, Inc. 

is a designated 501(C)3 Nonprofit Corporation and your 
personal donation is tax deductible. 

Eligibility of 
Applicants

Terms
Loan 

Amounts
KC Student 
Loan Board

· KC Members 

· Wives

· Children

· Immediate family 
members of a     
deceased Knight 
if the Knight was 
in good standing 
at the time of 
death

· 3.5% Fixed 
Interest Rate 

· Interest          
accrues at the 
time the loan 
is disbursed

· No payments 
are required 
until after 
graduation

· No credit 
checks

$2,000
Freshman

Sophomore

$2500
Junior
Senior
Grad 

Student

Rick Morgan
701-261-9969
Ken Mueller

507-285-9205
Daniel Gawarecki

612-424-8899
Mark Glatzel
320-363-4165
Patrick Conn
763-286-7409
Robert Seigel
518-790-5399

Seminarians & Religious Vocations

All seminarians and religious vocations may bor-
row money to complete their vocational studies 
free of     interest.  Upon ordination, a priest, broth-
er, or nun will have one year of his/her loan forgiv-
en for each year they remain in their vocation.

Contact 
Information

Administrator:
Michael J. Daly
952-873-2213

Email:
daly.daly@frontiernet.net




