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Future Meetings & Events

April 9, 2017—Palm Sunday
April 16, 2017—Easter
April 22, 2017—4th Degree Exemplification @ Mankato
May 15, 2017—Council Elections of Officers Begin
May 19-21, 2017—State KC Convention @ Brooklyn Park
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Continue On
State Deputy Robert Penas

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com     (320) 327-2122    

As we sat in hospice care with my mother, and now as we 
held her wake and funeral, it was and is a great comfort to 
know that my brother knights are praying for me and my fami-
ly and are there to turn to if I need help in any form.  The out-

pouring of prayers and love we continue to receive has been astounding.  Be-
ing part of the Order has extended my family as I have come to know many 
of you as lifelong friends.  I am truly blessed to have all of you in my life.  
It has given me time for reflection and contemplation.  A chance to remember 
that the little things truly matter — a kind word or gesture, taking time to talk 
to and laugh with someone who may be lonely, or even to just sit there quiet-
ly with them.  I remind myself that life continues on regardless of the strug-
gles we face, and God is always at our side to help us and carry us when 
things are too hard to bear alone.  He gives us the support we need through 
family, through friends, and even through strangers.  Remember that the next 
time you see someone in need — you are Jesus to that person.  Don’t leave it 
to someone else to do.  
As I travel around the state providing State Deputy Forums where your ques-
tions and concerns will dictate the agenda, I hope to visit with many of you in 
the coming months.  Check with your district deputy to see when I will be in 
your area.
I look forward to spending time with many of you at our upcoming 2017 
State Convention.  Registration information is in State Secretary Marc Peter’s 
article.
As always, please let me or any of our state team members know if we can 
assist your council in any way.  We are here to serve you and facilitate your 
success and continued growth.  Vivat Jesus!

Check out our website:
www.mnknights.org

See You Later!
State Chaplain Fr. Raul Perez-Cobo 

statechaplain@mnkights.org     (218) 647-8392

My almost four years of ministry at the state level is coming to an end April 30th.  I would like to dedicate this last 
article to the great blessings I have received by being involved with such a great Catholic brotherhood found here 
in America, and it is spreading to other nations.
I became a Knight in 1997 because a friend priest invited me.  I never was involved.  During my times at seminary, I got some gifts 
from my council which are always appreciated by a student.  After I was ordained a priest in 2006, the two parishes I was an asso-
ciate at held their Knights of Columbus meetings, but I didn’t participate in their meetings.  After three years of being a pastor of 
three parishes I was asked to be part of the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Council.  I doubted not two, but three times, 
about accepting this commitment.  Finally, by obedience, I accepted.
With the great help of Former State Chaplain Fr. O’Hotto and the state officers, I learned more about the great ministry of our 
brotherhood as Knights of Columbus.  There is no doubt why it is called the right arm of the Catholic Church.
My parishes didn’t have a Knights of Columbus council.  I had some parishioners who belonged to the nearest council.  I was 
asked to open a council in my parishes, the idea being one council in each parish.   When I proposed it, some of them didn’t see the 
reason for me to open one.  They where just happy to get together once a year with the council they already belonged to.  I contin-
ued ahead with the idea and formed Council 15819 in my parishes.  We get together once a month, and the average of participation
in each meeting is 50% of our members.  They are my right arm here in the parish.  They are guys that I can trust a task to and 
know it will be done.  We are part of rural communities helping our youth to raise money for local and diocesan activities.  They 
are guys who I can visit in their homes and find a close family tie.
Why am I giving you all this information?  Because it took me about sixteen years to get involved with the Knights and to learn 
what our brotherhood is about.  I regret the time I didn’t pay attention to the blessing that a council is to our parishes by having a 
men’s group support, men ready to help with the needs of our parishes and beyond, men who gather together and become active in 
their parishes.
Perhaps you are in the same situation I was before as a lay person and as an ordained minister.  I encourage you to reevaluate your 
position and start looking up the benefit you can receive on a personal, spiritual, family, and communal level from this great 
brotherhood.
It is not easy to say “see you later,” not a “good bye,” to the state position I have held.  I will be around in the Crookston Diocese, 
and whenever I can be of help, I’ll be there.  I am clear about two things: 1) Fr. Jeff Horejsi will do a fantastic ministry during his 
two years of State Chaplaincy, and 2) wherever I go, I will give 100% support to our brotherhood, because I see the blessings you 
are to me as a priest and a Church as a Catholic-oriented organization which stands up for our moral values and does a lot for our 
local and universal church.  Vivat Jesus!!

Chaplains Gathering
May 15-16, 2017

Christ the King Retreat Center

OPEN to ALL PRIESTS 
We are happy to invite you to a gathering of Min-
nesota Knights of Columbus Chaplains from all 
over our state.  It will be held at Christ the King 
Retreat Center in Buffalo, MN, on Monday, May 
15 and Tuesday, May 16, 2017. 
This event is sponsored by the Minnesota State 
Knights of Columbus Council to show appreciation 
to our chaplains for their service and commitment 
to the Brotherhood of the Knights of Columbus.  It 
includes lodging on Monday night, meals, mass, 
prayer, socializing, 18 hole golf scramble, cards, 
fishing or boat rides.  You could bring your bike 
and enjoy the beautiful paths around the area, 
weather permitting, or just can relax and look at 
beautiful Buffalo Lake!

To register or to ask questions, please contact 
“soon to be” State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi
jphorejsi@hotmail.com    (507) 426-7125 

Or contact the 
Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Office 

adminassistant@mnknights.org
(320) 587-0747 
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2017 State Convention
State Secretary Marc Peters     

statesecretary@mnknights.org     
(651) 482-8771     

The state secretary oversees the state
convention and works closely with the 

convention committee and state office administrative 
assistant.  This year’s committee has been planning for 
over a year to prepare for a successful convention.  The 
information  and credentials packets were handed to the 
district deputies to be passed out at their next district 
meeting.  

Every council should have their credentials and registra-
tion packet in their hands now and should be in the pro-
cess of electing delegates and making registration ar-
rangements.  This year, you make the reservations for 
hotel and meals online.  You can pay for it right online or 
write a check, include it with your credentials, and mail 
both to one address.  This needs to be done by May 1st.  
If you haven’t received or have misplaced the packet, 
please let me know, and I’ll send another out.  You can 
also check out the webpage mnknights.org and find all 
the information under the Conventions Tab and Click on 
State Convention 2017.  Register for rooms and meals 
online.  Mail in your credentials.

When you arrive you will need to make three stops: 

1) Hotel Front Desk for your room

2) Convention Registration Table for your food tickets

3) State Secretary Table to confirm your credentials (if 
you are a delegate) ** if you don’t register with me as 
state secretary, your council will not get reimbursed for 
mileage and delegate banquet tickets

The convention is your time to let the state council know 
what direction we should be going.  The state officers 
that you elect, work for your council and not the other 
way around.  It’s also time to meet with the program 
chairs to ask questions.  And finally, it’s time to celebrate 
the accomplishments of the past year and to prepare for 
the upcoming year.  I look forward to seeing you next 
month.  Vivat Jesus!
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My 2 Cents 
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff

statet@mnknights.org     
(763) 772-2997      

I had the pleasure and privilege of 
attending the Catholics at the Capitol 
Conference.  This event was organized 
by Brother Knight Jason Adkins, President of the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference, and we Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus were a major sponsor.

The day began at the River Centre in St Paul with a 
continental breakfast courtesy of the Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus, followed by morning prayer, 
and the celebration of holy mass.

The morning program continued with presentations 
by Bishop James Conley from the Diocese of Lincoln 
and Gloria Purvis Scott of EWTN and Black Catho-
lics United for Life, followed by a briefing on the 
issues to be addressed with representatives at the Min-
nesota State Capitol.  This was a chance for us to be 
educated in the key challenges facing our state and 
gain insights into effective advocacy.

After a boxed lunch, we were bussed over to the Min-
nesota State Capitol where we split into groups by 
district and had meetings with senators and house 
representatives to discuss the issues.

The day closed with a rosary in the rotunda, followed 
by a brief address and thank you by Archbishop Heb-
da, a rousing “send off” by Bishop Quinn, and a joint 
blessing by all the Minnesota Bishops.

This was the first of such conferences, attended by 
about 1000 Catholics from across the state, including 
your state officers and many other knights, and I be-
lieve it was a great success, worthy of becoming an 
annual event!  Vivat Jesus!

Holy Family Icon 
Recognizing the vital role of families in the world, 
the Knights of Columbus has dedicated its 17th 
Order-wide Prayer Program to the Holy Family, to 
strengthen Catholic families and their prayer lives.  
We have 5 Holy Family Icons moving through our 
districts.  The remaining schedule is included in 
the Online Supplement.

Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman 
Orville Fillbrandt

(952) 887-1218     (612) 751-2943
Orville@Fillbrandt.com

2017 State Convention 
Tentative Agenda

Friday, May 19, 2017
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm General Training
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Financial Secretary 

Training
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm District Deputy Meeting
4:00 pm - 7:30 pm Delegate Registration &

Convention Registration
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm Dinner & Cash Bar
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm Student Loan Silent 

Auction
8:00 pm - 11:00 pm Hospitality

Saturday, May 20, 2017
6:00 am - 7:30 am Breakfast
7:00 am - 10:30 am Registration
8:00 am - 9:00 am Mass
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Exhibitors & Country 

Store
9:30 am - 11:30 am Opening Session
10:00 am - Noon Student Loan Board 

Meeting
Noon - 1:45 pm Awards Luncheon
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm Ladies Event
2:00 pm - 4:30 pm Business Session
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Social Hour
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm Banquet
9:00 pm - 11:00 pm Hospitality

Sunday, May 21, 2017
6:00 am - 7:30 am Breakfast
8:00 am - 10:30 am Closing Session
10:30 am Mass

Councils that Own or Rent Halls

The Minnesota State Council needs to update our list of 
local councils that either own or rent facilities/halls for 
their meeting/event functions.  Please send the State 
Advocate the following information:

Council Name and Number 
Name and Address of Facility  

Contact Person
Contact Email and Address  
Contact Phone Number(s)  

Do you own or rent your facility?

State Advocate James Terwedo
stateadvocate@mnknights.org

(Office) (952-) 492-2800
(Fax) (952) 492-2806
3700 West 220th Street

Jordan, MN  55352

We have received information from the following 
councils:

Austin Council 1201
Anoka Council 2018
Fairmont Council 1575
Litchfield Council 2029
Marshall Council 1621
North Minneapolis Council 4451
Wayzata Council 3758
Stillwater Council 1632

I know there are many more halls in our state used 
by the Knights of Columbus, so please respond.

Help Save Lives

Raise funds for an ultrasound machine!

Aren’t planning to place a machine in 
your immediate area, but want to help 
with the Ultrasound Initiative in      
Minnesota?  
Many councils have made contributions to the 
MN State Council Fund.  This fund provides 
councils who are getting close to their            
fundraising goal with up to $2500 per machine. 
Make checks payable to Minnesota Knights of 
Columbus with the memo line denoting MN    
Ultrasound Initiative.
Have extra funds from your Ultrasound Initiative 
Project?  Donate them to the fund to help place 

additional machines.  

Remember to be a source of continued 
support to your life care centers.

Use KC Napkins 
at Council Events 

Cases of 5400 napkins $125 
and Packages of 600 for $15 (plus shipping) 

OR PICK THEM UP at the State Convention
Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder 

(320) 485-4448 
schoenfelderkk@tds.net

Lent and Easter, 
Sources of New Life

Associate Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi
(507) 426-7125

You may well have learned that Lent 
has a two-fold purpose: to prepare   

catechumens for Baptism and to prepare those already 
baptized to renew their baptismal vows at Easter.  If 
you have catechumens in your parishes, praying over 
them often reminds the rest of us that we are also sup-
posed to be in the conversion process of turning away 
from our sins and toward God and our neighbor.  
When we renew our baptismal promises at Easter, we 
reject sin and profess our faith in the Holy Trinity.  
Having spent more time in prayer and acts of charity 
during Lent, we are better able to say no to sin and yes 
to God.  

During the Ash Wednesday Mass, we detect another 
reason for the season of Lent.  The prayer over the 
ashes says our Lenten observances are done that we 
“may be worthy to come with minds made pure to 
celebrate the Paschal Mystery of your Son.”  We espe-
cially celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ 
during Holy Week.  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the 
Lord finds us entering into Jesus’ saving acts waving 
palm branches and participating in the reading of the 
Passion.  Holy Thursday’s entrance antiphon begins 
the Holy Triduum: “We should glory in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, for he is our salvation, our life, 
and our resurrection; through him we are saved and 
made free.”  Celebrating the Mass, nourishes and 
strengthens us to get on our knees and wash the feet of 
others.  Even though we celebrate Good Friday as the 
day Jesus gave his life for us, the gospel according to 
John presents Jesus as a king who begins his reign on 
the cross.  In other words, Jesus reassures us that his 
death is not the end of the story.  The Easter Vigil be-
gins our celebration of Jesus’ and our own breaking of 
the bonds of death.  We are called to rise from sin and 
death as we embrace Jesus’ resurrection. 

It is because Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection 
has saved us from our sins, that we share even now in 
Jesus’ divine life.  God blesses us so that we can be a 
blessing to others.  Whether you have been collecting 
food and money for our area food shelves, raising 
money through fish fries, or supporting your parish in 
other ways, you have been living out the Paschal Mys-
tery.  You have sacrificed for the good of others.  That 
sacrifice leads to new life.  

Happy Easter to you and your families!  



Take the Lead
State Warden Dan DeCrans
statewarden@mnknights.org     

(218) 255-1125 

Recently, I was at our parish council
meeting, and an item on the agenda
really caught my attention - “From Faith Formation 
to Evangelization”  This struck home with me as a 
way the Knights of Columbus can help with their 
parish. Building the Domestic Church and Parishes 
and looking for ways to evangelize go hand in hand 
for the Knights of Columbus. 

Our priest’s are looking for ways to get their parish-
ioners to be more active with our Catholic faith.  We, 
as knights, can help out by starting and leading dif-
ferent programs within our own parishes, as mem-
bers of the parish.  Many times when we ask our pas-
tors what the Knights of Columbus can do for him, 
he may not have something for you to do at that time.  
Try asking if there is something the Knights can do 
as individuals to help out in the parish in ways of 
evangelizing, like being leaders in small group study 
and coordinating the groups.  Ideas like this help the 
pastor with evangelization and taking some of the 
load off of the parish staff.  Vivat Jesus!

2017 State Free Throw
State Program Director 

and Interim State Free Throw Contest Chairman Bou 
Gazley

bou.gazley@gmail.com
(507) 721-3064

The State Free Throw is being held at St. 
Cloud Cathedral High School again this 
year on Saturday, April 1, 2017.  

Thank you to everyone who held a free 
throw contest this year and volunteered to 
host a district or regional contest, especially 
the people who helped when parents called 
or sent me a message to find a contest for 
their kids.  

I hope to see many of you at the State Free 
Throw on April 1st.  

Watch for a list of our champions on the 
State Website at mnknights.org
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World Day Of Prayer 
For Vocations

This day of prayer will be celebrat-
ed on Sunday, May 7, 2017.  It is 
the perfect opportunity to 

"ADOPT" one or more seminarians or pos-
tulants with the Order’s Refund Support 
Vocations Program (RSVP).  Provide them 
with financial assistance and moral support.  

RSVP money is used by seminarians and 
those in religious formation for tuition and 
books, car insurance and maintenance, trav-
el, emergency expenditures, and other liv-
ing expenses.  Knights also write letters to 
the students, sponsor dinners for them and, 
most importantly, pray for them as they dis-
cern their call to religious life.  

Qualifying councils and assemblies receive 
a $100 refund for every $500 
donated (up to $2,000 donated 
per individual supported).  

For more Information, please 
contact Dave DuPaul 

(612) 760-0680 
wbd846@webtv.net

Master’s Memo
District Master 

Craig Larson, PSD    
master@mnknights.org     

(218) 289-3872

Tonight we attended a local Knights 
of Columbus Fish Fry.  It was a won-
derful example of the Knights of Columbus family.  
There were children of knights serving and clearing 
tables, wives of knights helping sell tickets, and brother 
knights all over the place making sure things were in 
order and running smoothly.  We were the first ones to 
sit at our table, and soon a single man joined us.  He 
was new to the area and was “church shopping” and 
decided to check out the fish fry.  We chatted, and I 
brought up the Knights of Columbus who were every-
where in the dining room.  He said that his grandfather 
was a knight many years ago with the “hat with the 
white feathers.”  I gave him my name, phone number, 
and email address and asked him to call me if he would 
like to talk more about being a knight.  Who knows if 
he will contact me?  Maybe Fr. McGivney will steer 
him to the Knights of Columbus.

It’s only a few weeks until the 4th Degree Exemplifica-
tion in Mankato.  April 22nd will be a great day for the 
Knights of Columbus; please make plans to join us to 
patriotically celebrate being a Knight of Columbus.  
Information is available on the NEW IMPROVED 
www.mnknights.org website.

Our Fall Exemplification will be held in Marshall on 
Oct 21st.  Our 2018 Spring Exemplification will be in 
Brainerd.

You may know that in August of 2019, the Supreme 
Convention will be held in Minneapolis.  Cardinals and 
Bishops from around the world will join hundreds of 
priests and several thousand of our closest friends com-
ing from all corners of the world to celebrate Charity, 
Unity, and Fraternity right here in Minnesota.  This will 
be a huge undertaking for our state council, and we will 
need lots of volunteers in lots of areas to help things run 
smoothly.  Please think and pray about how you may be 
able to help.  Over the next months, we will be compil-
ing a list of volunteers.  Please contact PSD Phil Harter 
or me if you would like to help.  We want to show our 
brother knights from around the world the real meaning 
of “Minnesota Nice.”  Vivat Jesus!
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Minnesota KC Student Loan Fund 

Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly

952-873-2213

daly.daly@frontiernet.net

See the Online
Supplement for more details

Minnesota Knights of Columbus
Membership Weekend

April 21-22, 2017 in Mankato MN

On Friday April 21st, the Mankato area Knights of 
Columbus will be hosting 1st, 2nd, and 3rd degree 
ceremonies at the Holy Rosary Parish.
The 1st Degree will begin at 5:30 pm and the 2nd

Degree will begin at 6:30 pm followed by the 3rd

Degree.
On Sat April 22nd, The Minnesota District of the 
Knights of Columbus 4th Degree will be holding 
an Exemplification at the Kato Ballroom.  All 3rd

Degree members in good standing are eligible to 
join the 4th Degree.
This will be an opportunity to join the Knights of 
Columbus and become a 4th Degree member on 
the same weekend.

Please contact District Master Craig Larson 
to RSVP or if you have any questions.

master@mnknights.org
(218) 289-3872

Pennies/Scholarship Fund Update
Awards Co-Chair Al Kempf

Thank you to all councils that have contributed to these 
two important funds in the past.  During the 2015-2016 
council year, there was an overall increase in contribu-
tions to the Pennies for Seminarians Fund but a slight 
decrease in the Religious Scholarship Fund.  Council 
contributions however showed an increase for both 
funds.  The number of councils contributing to both 
funds increased as well.  The following figures are 
comparisons of contributions to the funds as of July 1, 
2015, and June 30, 2016.  Councils donated 
$43,391.20 to the Pennies for Seminarians Fund in the 
2015-16 council year (an increase of 6% from the pre-
vious year).  Council participation increased to 173 
councils (7 more councils or 4.2%).  The Religious 
Scholarship Fund experienced similar increases.  Con-
tributions of $27,544.35 represents a 2.45% increase 
from the previous year.  Council participation in-
creased by 9 councils or 6.5%.  Although these num-
bers represent positives, they are quite low when com-
pared to the 2013-2014 council year.  In addition to 
contributing to these funds, many councils also support 
seminarians through RSVP.  Any councils not partici-
pating in RSVP should find it easy to support our sem-
inarians and religious by contributing to these State
Council Funds.

The Pennies and Scholarship Funds are divided among 
the six dioceses in Minnesota.  All seminarians in the 
state benefit in some way from the Pennies for Semi-
narians Fund.  Every year there are more and more 
places that request financial support from organiza-
tions such as ours.  What could be more worthwhile 
than supporting our “priests to be” and helping with 
continuing education for our priests and religious?

The time has come to adjust for the increased costs of 
education for our priests and religious.  We all know 
money doesn’t go as far as it used to for any of us, and 
the seminaries are no different.  With that in mind, 
councils that haven’t contributed to these funds in the 
past are encouraged to contribute at least some amount 
to each.  Only 63.8% of our councils participated in the 
Pennies Fund and 52.1% participated in the Religious 
Scholarship Fund in the 2015-2016 council year.  
Many councils are contributing $2.00 per dues paying 
member to qualify for the award that is available.  
Please make an effort to participate in or increase your 
contributions to these very important and appreciated 
funds.  Remember, we function in Solidarity with our 
Priests.  All councils will be receiving a mailing in 
early 2017 with a suggested donation to qualify for the 
award.  The suggested donation is based on the number 
of dues paying members in each council.

State Convention 
Display Tables

If anyone is interested 
in having a display on 

Saturday, May 20th at the 
2017 State Convention,

please call or email 
General Agent 
Lloyd Cybart

952-686-7720
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
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MINNESOTA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
2017 CONVENTION COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

KNIGHT/FAMILY OF THE YEAR AUDIT COMMITTEE GOOD OF THE ORDER
Bob Penas SD Marc Peters SS Joe Konrardy IPSD
Fr. Raul Perez-Cobo SC David Whatmuff ST Keith Heitkamp DD #36
Marc Peters SS Dennis Behm DD #41 Brian Anderson DD #37
James Terwedo ST Robert Hurd DD #43 Robert Genelin GK #1509
David Whatmuff SA Jeff Schmidt DD #50 Timothy Kloeckl GK #10172
Dan DeCrans SW Thomas Mechels DD #53 Chad Bandas GK #1841
Joe Konrardy IPSD Emeterio Leon Orozco DD #62 Donald Whitaker GK #12140

CREDENTIALS MILEAGE/PER DIEM RESOLUTIONS 
Marc Peters SS Bob Penas SD James Terwedo SA
Greg van der Hagen AA Fr. Raul Perez-Cobo SC Joe Konrardy IPSD
Daniel Shea DD #11 Marc Peters SS Ricardo Acevedo PSD
Jerry Bursaw DD #12 James Terwedo ST Gene Hippe PSD
Philip Hodapp GK #1544 David Whatmuff SA Dr. Larry Mottl PSD
Marvin Hartneck GK #13144 Dan DeCrans SW Darryl Tveitbakk PSD
Mark Strege GK #1773 Joe Konrardy IPSD
Steven Maresh GK #14736 MEMBERSHIP

CHURCH ACTIVITIES Conrad Meier Director
GENERAL PROGRAM Orville Fillbrandt Director Mike Peplinski Regional Consultant 1
Bou Gazley Director Dan Lawrence DD #48 Mark Glatzel Regional Consultant 4
Michael Wolter DD #31 Patrick Nelson DD #54 Lonnie Spaeth Regional Consultant 5
Donald Sheehan DD #27 Wade Dunkley GK #2232 Earl Schaefer Regional Consultant 6
Mike Mishler DD #28 Michael Hedman GK #3656 Jeff Bagniewski Regional Consultant 7
Larry Winter GK #5115 Ryan Skoug GK #3949 Mike Schilling Regional Consultant 9
Georges Montillet GK #13027 Lawrence Aeshliman GK #5268
Rick Andrist GK #14145 David Wilson GK #6005 COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
Shawn Peters GK #14460 Chris Wrobel Director

FAMILY ACTIVITIES Keith Heitkamp DD #35
YOUTH ACTIVITIES Ray Martin Director David Ilk DD #49
Patrick Farrelly Director Myron Mathiowetz DD #19 Thomas Wermerskirch GK #1685
Bill Peloquin, Sr. DD #52 Roger Coudron DD #20 Jerry Notermann GK #4914
Dr. Fredrick Brown DD #46 Howard Kron GK #5926 Rexford Smith GK #6374
Joseph Vanhoorik GK #4174 Randy Nelson GK #6503 Joseph Vandermark GK #1503
Charles Dehn GK #11941 Duane Frank GK #3863 Eugene Eichten GK #3759
Jim Stalberger GK #6772 Shawn Guetter GK #5541
Paul Greninger GK #9139 Jeffery Wyffels GK #1621 COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
John Yaeger GK #13359 Joe George, Jr. Director

CULTURE OF LIFE Terry Wagner DD #51
SCRAPBOOK John Bowlin Director Bill Maassen DD #63
Bou Gazley Chair Matthew Heffron DD #56 Robert Roiger GK #5141
Randy Balausky DD #32 Paul Aeschliman DD #58 Donald Hohn GK #9905
Charles Haselkamp DD #44 Del Lindgren GK #397 David Drajna GK #14250
Jeff LaVigne DD #47 Thomas Pepin GK #4021 Steven Mason GK #3657
David Ilk DD #49 Dan Monson GK #14752 Mark Osland GK #7750
Dan Hindes DD #55 Christopher Kelly GK #435
Gary Loop DD #60 Randall Temple GK #14832

CONVENTION JUDGES/
TELLERS

WARDENS ASSISTANTS James Terwedo SA
Dan DeCrans SW Dan DeCranS SW
Michael Menart DD #06 Albert Gallik DD #01
Charles Walsh DD #08 Henry Scheinost DD #02
Rudolph Suda DD #10 Walter Fischer DD #03
Les Madison DD #23 Paul Server DD #04
Robert Schmidtz DD #40 Joseph Checco DD #07
Curtis Noll DD #13 Gordon Weiers DD #15
LeRoy Keppers DD #14 Dennis Boeckers DD #16
John Zschetzsche DD #24 Dan Killion DD #26
Mario Desouza DD #25 Kevin O'Laughlin DD #29
Francis Kelly DD #30 Charles Jutz DD #34
Brent Friedrichs DD #33 Dean Fladmo DD #45
Dennis Behm DD #42 Manuel Leon-Valadez GK #3827
Terry Wagner DD #51 Gary Kempf GK #2018
Richard Hirschfelt DD #59 Dale Johnson GK #2029

Gary Sanford GK #945
Larry Smith GK #3259
Charles Breid GK #15722
Thomas Potocnik GK #1649
Dean Walz GK #5548

WARDEN’S ASSISTANTS assist the warden 
in making sure all doors have a person 
checking cards during those times when the 
annual meeting is restricted to the member-
ship.

MEETING ATTENDANCE

The annual meeting for the Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus State Council will be 
held May 19-21, 2017 at the Minneapolis 
Marriott Northwest in Brooklyn Park, MN.

Section 12 of the Charter Constitution Laws 
of the Order establish each State Council as 
being the GK and a PGK from each local 
council plus the elected state council officers.  

The delegates for each local council are to 
be its GK and a PGK.  They are to each have 
a designated 3rd degree member as an alter-
nate.  There are no exceptions!  Attendance 
is required!
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Fill the Need!!!
Community Activities Director Joe George 

joe.george.9905@gmail.com
(651) 253-3112 

$150 doesn’t just buy someone in need a wheelchair; it 
gives them HOPE and FREEDOM. According to the 
statistics from the American Wheelchair Mission, each 
chair that’s donated affects at least 10 people. If you’ve 
not had a chance to watch one of the videos from the 
AWM, go to their website and check them out. Not only 
does it give them Hope and Freedom, but it gives them 
JOY like I have never seen before. I just love this acro-
nym for JOY — J=Jesus O=Others Y=Yourself. Isn’t 
that how we are called to live? If everyone followed this 
simple rule, this world would be a better place.

Congratulations on filling the container for Columbia!  
Now we are starting on a container to send to Guatemala.  
I encourage all councils to consider having a Wheelchair 
Sunday at your parish to raise money for local chairs or to 
send chairs to Guatemala. It really is easy. Chris Lewis 
and his team will come to your parish and speak at all 
masses. They take care of everything. If you would like 
details on how to get started, please contact me. 

Right here in Minnesota, we have 14” and 18” wheel-
chairs available. Please call me with questions on how to 
pick them up in Nevis or Lino Lakes.  The wheelchair 
order form is in the Online Supplement and on the 
mnknights.org website under forms. This form can be 
used for the Guatemala wheelchairs and the Minnesota 
wheelchairs.

Thanks you for all you do for the Knights.

Support Knights of 
Columbus Charities with
Amazon.com Shopping

1) Go to smile.amazon.com
2) Log in with your usual Amazon credentials if 

needed
3) Select your charity:  Hover over Your       

Account (near upper right), click on Your 
AmazonSmile, search for and select Knights 
of Columbus Charities Inc

4) Whenever you purchase something on      
Amazon, be sure to do it through the 
smile.amazon.com site (as opposed to the 
regular amazon.com site).  This way a      
percentage of your purchase price will be 
donated to the selected charity.  Using this 
method does not affect your purchase price, 
and it’s a simple way to support Knights of 
Columbus Charities.

Campaign for People with 
Intellectual Disabilities

CPID Chairman Ray Wojtysiak
raywdd12@aol..com     (612) 363-1384

We are on the home stretch for one of the biggest 
programs that we are involved in.  Yes, I’m talk-
ing about the CPID program.  I assume you have 
your sites lined up and are putting the finishing 
touches on your volunteer list.  Please keep in 
mind that the job isn’t finished until the paper-
work is done.  We still have a couple of councils 
that have not paid for last year’s candy.  This is 
not acceptable!!!  The recipients deserve better 
than that, and I would like to believe that I should 
be able to finish my part of the program long 
before I have to start next year’s work.  Please 
don’t sit on the money this year.

I noted in my article last month that I had        
contacted a supplier for the aprons and the round 
red stickers.  I am going to see if I can get the 
poster available for download on the state        
website.  You can go to mnknights.org and look 
under the programs tab.  They have really done a 
great job with navigation on the new site.

Here is the information from last month.

Regarding aprons, I have a supplier  available 
in Illinois, but they require a minimum order of 
10 aprons at a cost of $13.90 each plus a $19.95 
shipping charge.  I am ordering 40 aprons to have 
in inventory and available to be mailed or deliv-
ered to you at a cost of $15 each, including ship-
ping.  This will be billed to your council rather 
than deducted from the donations received since 
the aprons can be used for multiple council 
events.  The aprons will only have Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus on them.  You may call 
or text me at 612-363-1384, or send me an email 
to request a purchase or further information re-
garding placing your order directly.

Regarding adhesive stickers, I have found a 
supplier and the State Deputy has approved pur-
chasing stickers in volume in order to decrease 
the cost.  These are available upon request to me.  
These will be provided by the State Campaign for 
People with Intellectual Disabilities program 
at no charge to the council.  You will need to 
request these soon in order to receive them by the 
end of April.

Good luck on your program, and remember this 
is a great opportunity to ask a fellow Catholic 
man to join you and find out just how rewarding 
it is to join in the work of the Knights of Colum-
bus.

Please, please, please get your  paperwork in as 
soon as possible!!  I would like to get away and 
do some camping this summer and enjoy the easy 
life. 

Congratulations to Our 
Current Top Recruiters to date for 

the 2016-17 Fraternal Year

15 men - David DuPaul
St. Paul Council 397

13 men - George Sonnen
West St. Paul Council 4184

10 men - Steven Mages
Freeport Council 16455

8 men - Seth Mhyre
Minneota Council 14420

7 men - Jason Evens
Brainerd Council 1491

7 men - Kenneth Paumen
Maple Lake Council 3613

7 men - Dennis Boeckers
Sauk Centre Council 4863

7 men - Nicholas Schmit
St. John’s University Council 5136

7 men - Jerry Niesen
Buffalo Council 6608

6 men - James Hurt
North St. Paul Council 4967

5 men - LaVerne Klecker
Owatonna Council 945

5 men - Michael Abbott
West St. Paul Council 4184

5 men - David Tupa
Golden Valley Council 13506

4 men - Steve Winkels
Faribault Council 889

4 men - David Lax
Owatonna Council 945

4 men - Kevin Otto
Delano Council 4653

4 men - Walter Polchowne
North St. Paul Council 4967

4 men - Gene Hippe
Cold Spring Council 5344

4 men - Michael Weed
Chaska Council 9141

4 men - James Isle
Cedar Council 9585

4 men - Patrick Mulligan
Holy Spirit Rochester Council 11460

Your Pennies Do Make a Difference

A few weeks ago, I received a call from a member 
asking, “Just where does the money go from the 
yearly donations to Pennies for Seminarians?  Is it 
worth us giving?”
Let me tell you where your money is invested.  State 
Deputy Bob Penas had the pleasure of visiting with 
each of our six bishops this past year.  He asked 
what we could do for them, as well as what they 
could do for us.  At the end of each meeting, he gave 
each bishop a check for $8000 to be used for their 
seminarian’s needs.
We talked to many priests and asked them what they 
remembered about the Knights of Columbus during 
their years at the seminary.  Just about all said, “The 
checks.”  It was money in their pocket to use as they 
wished.  Last year, your state council reinstated that 
practice and sent each Minnesota seminarian a sti-
pend during the Easter season.  Checks were sent to 
124 men: $200 if they were a member or $100 if 
they were not (along with an invitation to join the 
Order).  Over $15,000 was sent to them; we expect 
this will pay dividends later when they are working 
in the parishes.  Checks for this year’s class will be 
handed out during the Easter season.
Your state council would like to continue this pro-
gram, but it can only be done if the councils contin-
ue to contribute on a yearly basis.  Right now the 
councils have the envelopes in hand for this yearly 
contribution.  With the $2 per member that we ask, 
there will be the continual funding of this very im-
portant program.  You can  send them in now or wait 
and bring them to the state convention in May.
By the way, this doesn’t include the RSVP dona-
tions at the local council level.  For every $500 do-
nation to a seminarian or postulate, along with pray-
ers and visits, Supreme will rebate $100 back to the 
council.

Father Michael J. McGivney Guild  
Please join the Father McGivney Guild and 

support his cause for canonization.  
To sign up, please visit 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/

or send your name and address to:  
The Father McGivney Guild

1 Columbus Plaza
New Haven, CT 06510

Building the Domestic Church: 
The Family Fully Alive

Go to http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/ 

Find links to ideas on how to grow your faith as a 
family, family volunteering and project ideas, and 

ideas that your council can use to promote fraternity 
amongst its members and possibly attract new 

families to the Knights of Columbus.
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Do You Wear Your 
Knights of Columbus Pin?

IPSD Joe Konrardy 

Today, Ash Wednesday, caught me view-
ing the video of General Manager Spiel-
man discussing the Viking’s position on 
RB Peterson,  and I noticed his ashes. I 
recall the first interview with former Vice President Biden 8 
years ago wearing the same visible ashes. It reflects a re-
cent trend to be more open about being a Christian and a 
Catholic. I wonder how many times Rick needed to explain 
his ashes that day? I know Joe Biden did.  

Since wearing my State Pin every day for the last 10 years, 
I have often been asked to explain what it is to folks I 
meet. Each time, I get to explain our work as Knights of 
Columbus. It isn't about bragging that I am a Catholic or a 
Knight. It is about sharing what it means to be one who 
serves others like we do as Knights. The recent daily read-
ings share with us that we should not wear our suffering on 
the outside but rather on the inside, and go out and preach, 
sharing His good news. As a Knight, showing my pin, I get 
to do that just about every time I am in public forums or    
one-on-one meetings. Sharing His Good news through the 
eyes of a Knight is my way to proclaim my Catholic herit-
age and why I have joined the Knights. If you have yet to 
try, put your pin on, and give it a try.

Speaking of pins, many collect our state pin yearly. We 
have a few of the most recent years and have placed them in 
our Country Store. Look for them at our state convention 
coming this May to Brooklyn Park.

As we enter spring, let’s grow our fraternal family with new 
members.  Let’s think about opening our minds to new 
ways to “attract” members, especially ones who have a 
family with young children.  They often do not have a lot of 
extra time but have a deep desire to be involved.  Let’s open 
our councils to trying new ideas, even one that was tried a 
number of years back and did not work at the time, because 
it just might work now.  Let’s be accepting to how our Lord 
works through us to spread His word.  Happy Easter!

Memoriam
Upon the death of a Brother Knight 
from your council, please send the 
following information:

1) Deceased Knight’s Name   

2) Date of Death 

3) Council Number  

4) Town his Council is in 

5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relation-
ship, and Address

6) Indicate if he was a former DD, 
past State Officer, etc.

Send this information to:  
Fraternalism Director 

Randy Lindstrom
609 25th Ave SW 

Willmar, MN 56201 
mnkcfc@gmail.com

(320) 231-2584
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Programs and Paperwork
State Program Director Bou Gazley

programdirector@mnknights.org
(507) 721-3064

The State Convention is just around the corner, and that 
means it is awards time.  By now, your council should 
have already submitted your entries and will await hear-
ing who the winners are.  Committees are formed to do 
the judging, so if you are a Grand Knight or District Dep-
uty, please take a look at the list of committees in this
newsletter.  Being able to judge these council programs is 
always a great honor, and I expect this year to be the 
same!  The winners will be announced at the Awards 
Luncheon on Saturday at the State Convention.  Good 
luck to all those councils that entered!

If your council did not submit paperwork for an award, 
why not?  The paperwork is easier than ever, and it is a 
great chance to give some recognition to the many people 
who work hard in your councils.  While the recognition 
may not be important to you, it is probably important to 
someone in your council.  While the deadline is past for 
entries for this year, that does not mean you should forget 
about it.  All programs after April 1, 2017 can be consid-
ered for next year’s awards, so start working on your sub-
mission for next year.  

Also, don’t forget to be working on your SP-7 to be eligi-
ble for the Columbian Award, along with the Star Council 
Award.  Both of these awards are great accomplishments 
and should be strived for by all councils.  Don’t forget the 
new requirement this year regarding the Columbian 
Award.  While there is not an increase in the number of 
programs required, there is a new requirement that four of 
the programs must be a part of the Domestic Church Initi-
ative. I received many questions about how to indicate
this on the application form.  It is actually rather easy to 
do.  Make sure you have the newest version of the form, 
and you will see a check box in front of every line on the 
form.  If the program is part of the Domestic Church Initi-
ative, mark the box.  It is that easy!  While I think Su-
preme will be flexible on the exact programs that they 
will accept, make sure the description depicts how it 
meets the Domestic Church Initiative.  Make sure that 
you have marked at least four of them!  If you do not 
mark at least four programs, they may not even look any 
further.  If you have any questions regarding the awards 
process, particularly the Columbian Award and the new 
requirements, please do not hesitate to contact me!

Columbian Award Changes 
for the 2016-17 Fraternal Year

Knights of Columbus councils have always responded to 
the most urgent needs of the Church, particularly through 
charitable and social outreach.  In order to support the evan-
gelization of family life today, each council must be even 
more fully integrated with our Catholic parishes.  As the 
world’s largest Catholic fraternal and family organization, 
we have a responsibility to dedicate our time, talent, and 
resources to ensuring that our parishes are beacons of the 
new evangelization and that our families are supported and 
strengthened by our activities.

In order to highlight the importance of this new initiative 
and its impact on our mission, the Supreme Council an-
nounced that in order to earn the Columbian Award, coun-
cils need to meet the following qualifications:

Þ Submit the Service Program Personnel Report (#365)

Þ Submit the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity 
(#1728) - councils instituted after November 1, 2016 
do not have to meet this requirement

Þ Annually conduct and report at least 4 programs in 
each of the six categories of the Surge with Service 
Program AND at least 4 of those programs need to be 
designated as Domestic Church Programs

Questions regarding the Building the Domestic 
Church Initiative should be directed to 

State Program Director Bou Gazley 
bou.gazley@gmail.com

State Knights 
of Columbus 

Bowling Tournament

The 2017 state tournament is being held 
in Hutchinson at the Hutch Bowl the last 
weekend in March and the first weekend 
in April.  

We are looking for a host council for the 
2018 event.  A house with 16 lanes mini-
mum is needed.  Please contact State 
President Chuck Loso at (320) 220-2690
or cmloso@charter.net for questions and 
information on hosting the tournament.

We are also looking for some new blood 
on the board to assist in making this a 
better tournament.  We only meet twice a 
year, so it is not a demanding committee 
to be on.  If you have any ideas, please 
bring them forward.

2016-17 State Incentives
More details are in the Online 
Supplement at mnknights.org

For Individual Members

Building the Order
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

Receive gift cards to Menards, Mills 
Fleet Farm, or Home Depot (dollar 
amount based on number recruited)

For Minnesota Councils

Mission Accomplished 
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

If a council reaches 100% of their net 
membership goal, the council will 

receive $250 for charitable use

For Formation Degrees
The cost for the 2nd Degree Team 

will be covered by the State Council 
if a minimum of 7 candidates 

are exemplified

Family of the Month 

This is one of the easiest programs 
your council can run!

Form 1993A is on Supreme’s website at 
kofc.org

Complete it online or mail it in

Supreme draws 100 Winners from each 
month’s submissions

Honor Your Council’s Families and show 
them their dedication and the example 

they set is greatly appreciated

Choose a Family of the Year from your 
Families of the Month!  

Use this as a Council Program or a 
Family Program on Form SP-7

Supreme Hotline for FS Help
Call (203) 800-4955

OR email ExpertFS@KofC.org
They can help financial secretaries with 

any questions regarding Member 
Management or Member Billing
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Chaplain Appeal Letter 
from Supreme Master 

Dennis Stoddard

My brothers all,

I write today seeking your assistance with the most important charitable cam-
paign of the Fourth Degree, the Military Chaplain’s Scholarship Fund.  I have 
received a letter from, and would like to share a direct quote by the Archdiocese 
of Military Services, USA. 

“What a great job the Knights are doing. Thank you so very much for this 
support for our co-sponsored men! Thank you, too, for all the ways you and 
your fellow Knights serve the needs of the AMS. Your generosity is a tre-
mendous blessing to us and those we serve. We are very grateful.”

As you know, there is a great shortage of Catholic Priests serving our brave 
young men and women in our military service. There are 800 positions available 
yet we have but 210 active duty Priests serving.

Thanks to your generous support we have ordained 5 men and presently have 37 
seminarians serving in the co-sponsored program. Of those, two will be ordained 
in June and will become Navy Chaplains. Additionally, we will have two Dea-
conate ordinations in May. Both are on the path to becoming Army Chaplains.

As you can see your hard work is paying dividends, although we have a long way 
to go we are on the right path to providing Priests for our military members and 
their families.

Our commitment to the AMS is to raise $1.4 million dollars by June 30, 2017 to 
recruit young men to the Priesthood. As of today we have raise $1,347,737.25.

Brothers, I appeal to you today to commit to raise the balance of $52,262.75 be-
fore the June 30 deadline.

It Is Not Too Late For Your Membership Drive
State Membership Director Conrad Meier

membershipdirector@mnknights.org
(320) 260-6945

“We have a moral obligation to invite every eligible Catholic man to join the 
Knights of Columbus.”  - Supreme Knight Carl Anderson

March was our membership drive month, but with your busy schedules, you might not 
have been able to work out a good date with your pastors.  The important thing is to keep 
with it.  New members are the lifeblood of our council, and it starts with getting people 
interested. 

Plan and schedule your membership drive with your pastor and field agents.  We need 
the pastor’s support.  The field agents are excellent resources to help plan your open 
house and help with your membership presentations.

PART ONE is to get a good list of prospects in one of the following ways:

Church Membership Drive: Hand out mater ials to men and their  families as they 
arrive before Mass.  Include a prayer card as a gift.  The prospect cards can be in the 
handouts or placed in the pews with pencils before the people arrive.  Ask your pastor if 
he will give a pulpit talk or introduce a member to give a 2-3 minute talk.  After the 
mass, members should be at every church exit to take the prospect cards and answer 
questions.  The goal is a good list of people interested in the Knights of Columbus.

Invitation Membership Drive: If your  pastor  will give you a good list of potential 
members, or your members can identify a good list of potential members, then you could 
use this method.  From here you can send out personalized invitations with the pastor’s 
endorsement, if possible.

PART TWO is to follow up with the prospective members within 48 hours of get-
ting the prospect cards or sending out the letters.  The goal is to either have them attend 
an open house or schedule a meeting with one of your recruiting teams.

PART THREE is to hold the open house or  meetings to let them know how your  
council has been supporting their parish and let them know about the benefits of being a 
member.  The goal is to have them fill out the Form 100.

PART FOUR is to have them complete their  admissions degree in the next few 
weeks.  Use the DVD for the training, if needed.

FINALLY, be sure to have a project or  char ity event planned so they have the op-
portunity to be active with your council right away.  Make it a family event so the whole 
family can get involved.  Remember, retention starts as soon as they have filled out their 
Form 100.

If you need help or have questions,
contact me or your recruiting chairman Joe Bertram.

Conrad Meier  (320) 260-6945
cmeier2@charter.net

Joe Bertram  (320) 249-5003
jlbert@hotmail.com

Winners of the State KCIC Poster Contest
Ages 11-14 First Place: Allison Pokornowski of Silver Lake

Winsted Council 8253     
Ages 11-14 Second Place: Erin Kane of Shakopee

Shakopee Council 1685
Ages 8-10 First Place: Kallie Swanson of Mayer

Waconia Council 2506   
Ages 8-10 Second Place: Emma Norton of Maple Grove

Maple Grove Council 13359
Ages 5-7 First Place: Sophia Leet of Burnsville

Apple Valley Council 9096    
Ages 5-7 Second Place: Luke Palecek of Grand Rapids

Grand Rapids Council 2840

The time is now!  Do your part!

Recruit a new member for your council!

Auxiliary News
During the journey this Lenten season the expectation is that 
we will all be one, with prayer, fasting and alms giving, as 
we prepare ourselves to experience Gods love mercy and joy 
on Easter.

Check list:

¨ Annual Report and list of deceased members are due by April 1st.
¨ Convention Registration is due to the State Treasurer Beth Dust
¨ Auxilian of the Year Nominations are due to the State President     

Nancy Mathewson
¨ All Donation checks should be mailed or brought to the 47th Annual 

Convention, hosted by Bloomington/Marian on April 22, 2017.

Degree Schedule
Knighthood degree immediately follows Formation degree                                                                    

Contact Host DD for confirmation of time/location                                                                            
Check our state website at mnknights.org for the most current information

DAY DATE LOCATION 1st Deg. 
Start

2nd Deg. 
Start Host Contact Phone

Saturday 4/1/17 St. Edward’s School          
Minneota 9:00 am 10:00 am Ray Martin and 

Roger Coudron
320-564-4529 
507-532-6766

Friday 4/21/17 Holy Rosary Mankato 5:30 pm 6:30 pm Brent Freidrichs 507-625-2937
Saturday 4/22/17 4th Degree Mankato
Saturday 4/29/17 St. Benedict’s Duluth 9:00 am 10:30 am Mike Peplinski 218-728-5570

Sunday 5/7/17 Columbian Center Owatonna 9:30 am 11:00 am Randy Balausky 507-213-9862

Saturday 6/10/17 St. Mary’s Melrose 9:00 am 10:00 am Dennis Boeckers 320-351-6058

Saturday 4/8/17 St. Anthony New Ulm 9:30 am 11:00 am Mario DeSouza 507-359-1758

Sunday 5/7/17 St. Patrick’s Hinckley Noon Albert Gallick 612-518-5833
Saturday 6/3/17 St. Bridget’s Lindstrom 8:30 am 10:00 am Bill Maassen 751-483-9728

Saturday 4/1/17 Adrian 10:00 am 11:00 am Les Madison 507-360-8560

Saturday 5/6/17 St Francis de Sales Moorhead 10:00 am 11:00 am Curtis Noll 218-483-4238

Winners of the State Drug Awareness
& Abuse Poster Contest

Ages 8-11 First Place: Will Feterl - Arlington Council 10172
Ages 8-11 Second Place: Gweny Roberts - Prior Lake Council 4914

Ages 12-14 First Place: Zachary Pazdernik - Arlington Council 10172
Ages 12-14 Second Place: Allison Pokornowski - Winsted Council 8253

Winners of the State Alcohol Awareness
& Abuse Poster Contest

Ages 8-11 First Place: Jack Feterl - Arlington Council 10172
Ages 8-11 Second Place: Maria LoPresto - Prior Lake Council 4914

Ages 12-14 First Place: Ella Martell - Prior Lake Council 4914
Ages 12-14 Second Place: Maggie Haulicek - Lonsdale Council 16225

Winners of the State 
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest

8th Grade First Place: Adam Sczepanski - East Grand Forks Council 5341
9th Grade First Place: Caden Knutsvig - East Grand Forks Council 5341
10th Grade First Place: Alexa E. Greenwald - Shakopee Council 1685
11th Grade First Place: Matt Kavanaugh - Maple Grove Council 13359
12th Grade First Place: Valerie Doze - East Grand Forks Council 5341



Insurance Corner
If you have any questions or 
concerns regarding  Knights of 
Columbus insurance, please 
contact our general agents:

East Central & NE MN
Jim Szczech, General Agent 
2 Second Ave S, Suite 145 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Office: 320-252-7173
Cell: 320-339-2848
Fax: 320-252-7179
Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
www.centralmnkofc.org

Metro Area 
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
Office: 952-686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org

Western Minnesota 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield, MN 56087 
Office: 507-723-3360
David.Goedke@kofc.org

Southern Minnesota
Luke Rennie, General Agent 
Mail: PO Box 1067 
Location: 135 West Main St, Suite 2
Owatonna, MN 55060 
Office: 507-417-4169
Luke.Rennie@kofc.org

KNIGHTLY NEWS

St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member or friend serving 

in the military?  

You can request a St. Michael Medal 
to be sent to them from our State Chaplain.

There is no cost to you or the military service 
person.  The military person does not need to 
be a man, a Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.  

Send the name of the person in the military, 
their rank, branch of service, and address to 
State Chaplain Fr. Raul, and he will send the 
medal (and a prayer book if requested) directly 
to the serviceman/woman.  

Please email your requests to: 
statechaplain@mnknights.org 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families 
are very important to our military men and 

women.  

Continue to pray for them and their safety. 
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Knights of Columbus State Camping Weekend
~ Also known as the KC Camporee ~ 

August 25-27, 2017 
at the Pipestone RV Campground

in Pipestone MN
Go to: pipestonecampground.com 

for a look at the campground 
and general information. 

This is a wonderful event to enjoy nature and make new friends.  There will be KC families from across the 
state who have been coming for years and families coming for the first time.  There will be activities for the 
entire family to enjoy, as well as plenty of free time.  Join us for Stations of the Cross, Saturday Mass, bean bag 
and horseshoe tournaments, a catered meal, entertainment, and loads of fun.  The campground also offers a 
pool, mini-golf, a playground, and relaxing under a nice shade tree or by a campfire.  We welcome large and 
small campers, tents, or just visitors for the day.  Hotel options are available.  Take time to tour the area.  Pipe-
stone has a Museum and National Park to explore.  Details will be in future editions and on the state website.  
Go to the mnknights.org home page, hover over Programs, then click on Family Activities, and click on State 
Camping.  Information will be updated periodically, with registration in spring. 

Have you heard about the Knights of Columbus International Camping Week? 

Go to: http://www.kciccampers.weebly.com/ for more information or go to the mnknights.org home page, then 
hover over Programs, click on Family Activities, and click on KC International Camping.  Information will be 
updated periodically, with registration in spring.  Go to: stoneycreekrvresort.com for a look at the campground 
and general information. 

Collect Pop Tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House

Currently, there are five Ronald McDonald Houses in 
Minnesota — one located in Rochester at the Mayo Clinic 
and the other four in the Twin Cities.  These houses pro-
vide a comfortable and caring home-away-from-home that 
keeps families together and reduces stress during a child’s 
serious illness.  This includes providing home-cooked din-
ners every night, family-friendly activities, private rooms, 
accredited K-12 schooling, and much more.

Þ Continue to collect tabs throughout the year
Þ Bring them to the 2017 State Convention
Þ Council with highest weight per member wins

More program details and collection ideas can be found in 
the Online Supplement at mnknights.org

On Par for Star
Do you have a First Degree scheduled for 

each month, so when you have a prospective mem-
ber, you can tell him when the degree will be held?

He shouldn’t have to wait long -- we want him to 
feel welcome and wanted.

Need help with recruitment?  
Contact your District Deputy
or State Membership Director 

Conrad Meier.  
They will see you get the assistance 

you request.  

Want new program ideas?  
Contact your District Deputy 

or State Program Director Bou Gazley.  
They will be glad to assist you.  

Your success is their first priority.

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!
You may be amazed by what you and your council 

can accomplish as you strive to do God’s work 
here on earth!  Vivat Jesus!

REMINDER to GK’s & FS’s

Should you change your email address 
during your term of office, 

please send your new email address to 
the Administrative Assistant 

at the State Office.

We have been getting several 
“bounce backs” while trying to send 
items out grand knights and financial 

secretaries. 

We have no way of knowing of changes 
without your help.

Please update as necessary, Thank you.

Administrative Assistant 
Greg van der Hagen

820 2nd Ave. SW
Hutchinson, MN 55350-2307

adminassistant@mnknights.org

Plan	for	this	Tax	Day	
and	into	the	Future	

April 15 (tax day) is right around the corner.  It’s 
become popular this time of year to encourage the 
opening of an IRA or similar retirement annuity, 
or the depositing of additional funds into an exist-
ing account, as a tax-savings vehicle.  Or perhaps 
someone has tried to convince you to open an ac-
count, touting the rate of interest that money in 
one of these accounts can earn. Let me join the 
chorus of folks encouraging you to open or add 
funds to an annuity, but for a different reason. 

Certainly, contributing money to a Knights of Co-
lumbus annuity will allow you to save some mon-
ey on your income tax return.  And, our annuities 
do pay a very competitive interest rate, consistent 
with our primary goal of absolute safety of princi-
pal.  Opening or adding to an annuity for these 
reasons, however, strikes me as taking a short-
term view of a product that is designed to provide 
long-term security.  How much security?  How 
does retirement income that you cannot outlive —
guaranteed — sound to you? 

Here at the Knights of Columbus, you can open a 
retirement annuity for as little as $300.  Consistent 
and disciplined savings placed into that annuity 
over time can guarantee you an income at retire-
ment that you cannot outlive.  That guarantee —
along with the fact that no one has ever lost money 
left in a Knights of Columbus annuity (absolute 
safety of principal), really will provide you with 
peace of mind. 

We are happy to meet with you – at your conven-
ience and in your home – to explain in detail the 
benefits of opening a Knights of Columbus annui-
ty, along with the benefits of our top-rated life in-
surance, disability income and long-term care in-
surance plans. 

Give your agent a call today! 

Dial a Knight Birthday Initiative 
Each Knight Receives a Call 

on His Birthday from his Grand Knight 
to Check In and

Wish Him Happy Birthday

Why?????
♦ Promotes Fraternity    

♦ Keeps Council Records Up-to-date
♦ Lets Each Brother Know How 
Important He is to Your Council


