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Future Meetings & Events 

February 15, 2017—Semiannual 
Council  Audit Due (Form 
#1295) 

March 1, 2017—40 Cans for Lent 
Begins 

March 2, 2017—Substance Abuse  
Awareness & Prevention Re-
port Due 

March 9, 2017—Catholics at the 
Capitol  
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Check out our  
Website: 

www.mnknights.org 

Building the Domestic Church:  

The Family Fully Alive 
 

Go to http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/ to find links to ide-
as on how to grow your faith as a family, family volunteering and pro-

ject ideas, and ideas that your council can use to promote fraternity 
amongst its members and possibly attract new families to the Knights 

of Columbus. 

 

You 
State Deputy Bob Penas 

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com      
(320) 327-2122       

A Franciscan Blessing 
 

May God bless you with discomfort, 
At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, 

So that you may live deep within your heart. 
 

May God bless you with anger 
At injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, 

So that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

May God bless you with tears,  
To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger, and war, 

So that you may reach out your hand  
to comfort them and turn their pain to joy. 

 
And may God bless you with enough foolishness 

To believe that you can make a difference in the world, 
So that you can do what others claim cannot be done 

To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. 
 

Amen 
 

This blessing sums up my wishes for you and your family this 
year.  May God bless you so you can continue His work here 
on earth as you continue to evangelize through your actions.   
 
Together in our Brotherhood, we can support one another and 
do so much more than we could on our own.  I hope you were 
able to attend one of the Membership Recruitment Training 
Sessions that were offered the end of January.  If you did not, 
please talk with someone who did or try to attend one of the 
sessions we will be holding soon.  Many valuable tips and 
tools were given to help us grow our Order and keep the Min-
nesota Knights of Columbus strong.  Another great tool is the 
recent Supreme Webinar Programs with a Purpose.  If you 
missed it on January 11th, I highly recommend you go on 
Supreme’s website and watch it.  Now is the perfect season to 
hold an activity and invite the families of your brother knights 
and the families of those who are not yet brother knights.  
Everyone looks forward to fun events during this cold and 
snowy season. 
 
I hope to visit with many of you in the coming months as I 
travel around providing State Deputy Forums where your 
questions and concerns will dictate the agenda.  Check with 
your district deputy to see when I will be in your area. 
 
As always, please let me or any of our state team members 
know if we can assist your council in any way.  We are here 
to serve you and facilitate your success and continued growth.  
Vivat Jesus! 

 

Sacrifice and Prayer for Others 
State Chaplain Fr. Raul Perez-Cobo  

statechaplain@mnkights.org  
(218) 647-8392 

On February 11th, we celebrate the memorial of the Our Lady of 
Lourdes Apparition.  One hundred sixty-nine years ago, our Lady 
appeared to 13-year-old Bernadette on her way to collect firewood 
by the river with her two friends.  Bernadette was surprised by a 
strong sound that came from the grotto.  Suddenly, she saw Our 
Lady and prayed the rosary with her.  After they had finished pray-
ing the rosary, Our Lady disappeared.  Bernadette’s friends and 
mother didn’t believed her.  She went back the following Sunday, 
and Our Lady asked her to tell the priest to build a chapel.  The 
priest didn’t believe Bernadette.  Our Lady asked Bernadette to 
come and pray for fifteen days.  During those fifteen days, Our Lady 
appeared to Bernadette.  During the last apparition, she asked her to 
“pray and make sacrifice for sinners.” 
 
Bernadette faced many obstacles, but she continued to be strong, 
and finally accomplished Our Lady’s wishes.  Yearly, about 3 mil-
lion people from all over the world visit the Lourdes Sanctuary.  The 
spring water that started flowing on the ninth apparition still pro-
vides 27,000 gallons of water every day.   
 
My friends, we can find more about the Our Lady of Lourdes Appa-
rition on the web.  Some of you have had the great privilege of visit-
ing the shrine.  As Knights, the Holy Rosary has a special place in 
our Order.  May it be a good reminder to make sacrifices and pray 
for us sinners.  
 
May Our Heavenly Mother continue blessing us and blessing our 
families.  May she continue to strengthen us with her own power 
and help us to reach our everlasting home.  Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Pray for us.  Vivat Jesus! 

Councils that Own or Rent Halls 
  
The Minnesota State Council needs to update our list of local coun-
cils that either own or rent facilities/halls for their meeting/event 
functions.  Please send the State Advocate the following information: 
 

Council Name and Number  
Name and Address of Facility   

Contact Person 
Contact Email and Address   
Contact Phone Number(s)   

Do you own or rent your facility? 
 

State Advocate James Terwedo 
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 

(Office) (952-) 492-2800 
(Fax) (952) 492-2806 
3700 West 220th Street 

Jordan, MN 55352 

Resolution Submission to Convention 

 
Minnesota KC Councils wishing to submit resolutions for 
consideration at the 2017 Minnesota Knights of Columbus 
State Convention must submit them by and no later than 
March 1, 2017, to: 

State Advocate James Terwedo 
3700 West 220th Street 

Jordan, MN  55352 
 

or at: 
stateadvocate@mnknights.org 

mailto:stateadvocate@mnknights.org
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Are You Prepared?  
State Secretary Marc Peters      

statesecretary@mnknights.org      
(651) 482-8771      

 

My 2 Cents  
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff 

statet@mnknights.org      
(763) 772-2997       

How prepared is your council if one of the key people 
died or became disabled to the point that he could not 
perform his duties?  Would there be chaos; would your 
council stop functioning?  Would someone know where 
to find his stuff? 
 
I mention this because we just had a situation like this.  
The grand knight of North Mankato, Bob Oshel, died 
unexpectedly at age 70.  He was a former general agent 
for Minnesota as well as a home office field director for 
our insurance side.  I went down there to pay my re-
spects to the family.  I also went down there to see what 
was going to happen to that council and maybe lend 
some guidance on how to continue on without their 
grand knight. 
 
My concerns were unfounded.  The deputy grand knight 
had already been in contact with the district deputy.  He 
had already met with some of the officers and was 
ready to take over the position of grand knight. 
 
Would your council be ready if the treasurer or finan-
cial secretary or grand knight suddenly had to vacate his 
position because of sickness or death? 
 
Could you get into the bank accounts or council rec-
ords?  Is the DGK ready to assume the duties of the GK 
or is it just a name to fill in a space on the roster? 
 
Lets take a few minutes today to prepare for tomorrow.  
Know who has what and where to find it.  Preparation 
is the name of the game.  If you have any questions or 
need assistance, the state officers are here to help your 
council succeed.  Vivat Jesus! 

We’ve worked very hard on the new State Website, and 
it’s close to being ready to roll out for general use.  Af-
ter the Midyear Organizational Meeting, it was released 
for preview to a select group which included District 
Deputies and Regional Consultants, and we have re-
ceived some comments which have led to improve-
ments.  
 
However, this is YOUR website, funded by the assess-
ment raised from the floor, and approved by the dele-
gates during the 2016 State Convention.  We need to 
make sure that it improves your ability to do the Lord’s 
work through the Knights of Columbus, so please use it 
and respond with any comments and issues that require 
work. 
 
For the site to be effective, it has to not only be useful, 
but also attractive and current, so that members and 
prospects will visit frequently.  The only way this can 
happen is for you to send us your photos and news 
items, so that the site reflects the good work done by 
Knights around the state!  Vivat Jesus! 

Don’t Wait — Do It Now!!! 
State Program Director Bou Gazley 

programdirector@mnknights.org 
(507) 721-3064 

 
There are many forms of paperwork that need to be 
completed…  There are many forms that are due this 
time of year, like the semi-annual council audit 
(Form 1295).  While this form is very important, 
there is other paperwork that your council should 
consider filling out soon.  This is a great time to be 
working on completing the paperwork for the State 
Awards!  The awards are issued at the State Conven-
tion, but the submission paperwork is due April 1st.  
There will be a winner in each of the six program 
categories (Church, Council, Community, Culture of 
Life, Family, and Youth), in addition to the Family of 
the Year, Knight of the Year, Best Scrapbook, and 
Best Overall Program.  Each council is eligible to 
submit one, and only one, submission for each cate-
gory.  If more than one submission is entered, the 
council will be removed from consideration.  So, 
please pick your BEST programs to submit, and 
make sure to provide all the information possible.  
For more details, check out the website under forms.  
Any questions, please contact me, and I will assist 
you. 

Now is the Time to Use  

our Training 
State Membership Director Conrad Meier 

membershipdirector@mnknights.org 
(320) 260-6945 

 
With the words of Pat Maloney from the Supreme 
Council fresh in our minds and our hearts, NOW is 
the time to use our training and start recruiting new 
members.  For  those areas that still need the training, 
Phil Harter will be made available to provide training for 
you.   
 
So assemble your teams, including your priests and in-
surance agents, and get out and bring in the new mem-
bers that we need for our councils and our parishes.  We 
need our Catholic men to renew their faith and return to 
being the role models for their families and faith commu-
nities.   
 
My membership team will be ready to come out and sup-
port your district, councils, parishes, officers, and mem-
bers.  We will be working with our State Deputy Bob 
Penas and our State Officers, General and Field Agents, 
Regional Consultants, and District Deputies to provide 
the support and materials you need, so when meeting 
with the men in our communities, we can show them the 
value in becoming a member of the Knights of Colum-
bus.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns or need our assis-
tance, please give us a call, and if we do not answer, 
leave a message and we will get back to you.  We are 
committed to come out and work with you, so give us a 
try. 
 
As a bonus, Supreme has renewed the incentive for 
all Star Councils to get back their $4.50 per capita 
payment and we should take full advantage of their  
offer. 

 
Membership Contacts: 

 
Conrad Meier (320) 260-6945 

cmeier2@chartermi.net 
 

Joe Bertram (320) 249-5003 
jbert6@Hotmail.com 

Catholics at the Capitol 
 
As faithful Catholics, we are called to respond to the 
challenges we face in Minnesota to protect life and 
human dignity.  The Bishops of Minnesota invite us to 
attend this inspiring and engaging program on March 
9, 2017.  It will help you be an effective advocate for 
life and dignity at our Minnesota State Capitol.   
 
Following the morning program at the RiverCenter in 
St. Paul, attendees will be bussed to the Capitol to join 
all seven Minnesota Bishops in lobbying elected offi-
cials on key issues effecting our state.  
 
Visit CatholicsattheCapitol.org for more information, 

and join us at the  
River Center on March 9th. 

Day of the Unborn Child  

March 25th  
Culture of Life Activities Director John Bowlin 

  
March 25th is the feast of the Annunciation, celebrating 
the visit of the Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, 
announcing that she would be the mother of our Sav-
ior.  It is also the day when we celebrate Jesus becom-
ing human, the Incarnation  — God joining himself to 
human life as an unborn baby in each stage, as an em-
bryo, and as a fetus.  So, we celebrate the Annuncia-
tion in a special way, a Day of Life.  
 
When honoring this feast day and the Day of the Un-
born Child, councils are encouraged to promote a 
prolife mass, rosary service, or adoration hour cele-
brating the Culture of Life.  This is a time for family, 
friends, and brother knights to join together in prayer 
that speaks to our never ending commitment to unborn 
children and their mothers.  It is suggested that coun-
cils have masses offered for the intention of the Day of 
the Unborn.  A great prayer for life is urgently needed.  
Our prayers will call for an end to abortion and the 
culture of death.  By our actions we will evangelize.  
Vivat Jesus! 

Collect Pop Tabs for  

Ronald McDonald House 
 
Collecting pop tabs is a simple and easy program for 
your council to participate in.  We hope your collec-
tions are going well.   
 
Currently, there are five Ronald McDonald Houses in 
Minnesota — one located in Rochester at the Mayo 
Clinic and the other four in the Twin Cities.  These 
houses provide a comfortable and caring home-away-
from-home that keeps families together and reduces 
stress during a child’s serious illness.  This includes 
providing home-cooked dinners every night, family-
friendly activities, private rooms, accredited K-12 
schooling, and much more. 
 

 Continue to collect tabs throughout the year 

 Bring them to the 2017 State Convention 

 Council with highest weight per member wins 
 

More program details and collection ideas can be 
found in the Online Supplement at mnknights.org 

On Par for Star 
 

Do you have a First Degree scheduled for each month, 
so when you have a prospective member, you can tell 

him when the degree will be held? 
   

He shouldn’t have to wait long -- we want him to feel 
welcome and wanted. 

 
Need help with recruitment?   
Contact your District Deputy 

 or State Membership Director Conrad Meier.   
They will see you get the assistance you request.   

 
Want new program ideas?   

Contact your District Deputy  
or State Program Director Bou Gazley.   

They will be glad to assist you.   
Your success is their first priority. 

 
Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars! 

You may be amazed by what you and your council can 
accomplish as you strive to do God’s work here on 

earth!  Vivat Jesus! 

Support Knights of  

Columbus Charities with 
Amazon.com Shopping 

 
1) Go to smile.amazon.com 
2) Log in with your usual Amazon credentials if 

needed 
3) Select your charity:  Hover over Your Account 

(near upper right), click on Your AmazonSmile, 
search for and select Knights of Columbus Chari-
ties Inc 

4) Whenever you purchase something on Amazon, 
be sure to do it through the smile.amazon.com 
site (as opposed to the regular amazon.com site).  
This way a percentage of your purchase price 
will be donated to the selected charity.  Using 
this method does not affect your purchase price, 
and it’s a simple way to support Knights of Co-
lumbus Charities. 

Minnesota KC 

 Student Loan 
Fund  

 
Contact Brother Knight 

Mike Daly 
 

952-873-2213 
 

daly.daly@frontiernet.net 

 
See the Online 

Supplement for more 
details 

Use KC Napkins  
at Council Events  

 
Cases of 5400 napkins 
$125 and Packages of 

600 for $15 
 (plus shipping)  

 
Contact Brother Knight  

Ken Schoenfelder  
 

(320) 485-4448  
schoenfelderkk@tds.net 
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Master’s Memo 
(218) 289-3872 

District Master Craig Larson, PSD 
master@mnknights.org      

(218) 289-3872 

Now is the Time 
IPSD Joe Konrardy  

ipstatedeputy@mnknights.org 
(952) 451-1956 

Wow, where did the last six 
months go?  There are only a few  
months left in the fraternal year to earn the Co-
lumbian Award.  Now is the time to fill out 
your application and see what you are missing.  
Now is the time to look for new members to at 
the very least replace those your council lost to 
death (more hands to do His work).  Now is the 
time to keep moving to stay warm and do your 
best to support the health of your council.   I 
know you can do it if you share your vision 
with our brothers and get it done as a group.  
Remember the teachings of the 2nd Degree!  
You can achieve far more as a Brotherhood 
than one can alone.  May He bless you in 2017 
with health, happiness, and success as a Brother 
Knight!  Vivat Jesus!   

Another organization that I belong to is struggling with 
membership as much as the Knights of Columbus.  They 
have started the “Knowledge is Power Tour” to help keep 
the current membership active and encourage new mem-
bers to join.  The article starts with these two questions: 1) 
Why did you join the _______? 2) What is your passion 
in this organization?  The writer goes on to say that he has 
been a member for 33 years and he is still learning what 
they do.  
 

Ask yourself these same questions:                                                                                           
1) Why did you join the Knights of Columbus?  

2) What is your passion in the Knights of Columbus? 
 
For me, I thought the Tootsie Roll Drive was what I 
would like to help with.  After that came spaghetti din-
ners, pancake breakfasts, highway cleanup, ceremonials, 
altar server appreciation, and all sorts of things that I nev-
er would have imagined doing in the name of Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.  Think of all the things 
that you’ve done that you never imagined doing.  What 
would you like to try next? 

 
Maybe you never imagined joining the 4th Degree.  I 
know I didn’t.  Maybe it’s time for you to think about it 
again.  Maybe your wife and kids think you should join.  
Our Spring Exemplification will be on April 22nd in 
Mankato.  Information has been sent to the Navigators 
and Comptrollers, and it’s available on the mnknights.org 
website.  If you have any questions or want more infor-
mation, please call or email me. 
 
I also found this prayer for our military. 
 

Please God….. 
Grant them courage when times are bleak. 
Grant them strength when they feel weak. 

Grant them comfort when they feel all alone. 
And most of all, God, Please bring them home. 

 
Please continue to pray for our country and its leaders.  

Vivat Jesus! 

 

2017 State Free Throw 
State Program Director and Interim State Free Throw Contest Chairman Bou Gazley 

bou.gazley@gmail.com 
(507) 721-3064 

 
 

The State Free Throw will be held at St. Cloud Cathedral High School again this year  on Saturday, April 1, 2017.  
Registration will start at 8:15 a.m. and the pizza lunch should be done by 1:00 p.m.   
 
Remember the Score Sheets are NOT to be given to the winners to take to the next contest.  YOU need to either deliver 

them in person, mail them, or email them to your district or region coordinator.   
Regional winner information is sent to me.   

 
District Free Throws will be completed by ear ly February.  Winners are awarded medallions.  Score Sheets for  
the 1st and 2nd place must be delivered to your Regional Contest Coordinator.  Send two volunteers to the Regional Con-
test to help out. 
 
Regional Free Throw schedule is posted on our  State website.  The regional winners are awarded trophies.  Com-
pleted Score Sheets for the 1st – 3rd place must be delivered to Bou Gazley no later than March 12th so we can send out 
the state contest information to the contestants.  Include email addresses for regional winners and runners-up. 
 
IMPORTANT:  Score Sheets must be completely filled out and legible.  This includes the council number  and the 
contestant address and phone number.  The form needs to be signed by a parent or guardian.  A copy of the birth certifi-
cate should be checked and signed off or sent with the form. 
 
Thank you to everyone who held a free throw contest this year and volunteered to host a district or regional contest, espe-
cially the people who helped when parents called or sent me a message to find a contest for their kids.  I hope to see 
many of you at the State Free Throw on April 1st.   

   
For questions, or to volunteer to help with the State Free Throw, contact me by email at bou.gazley@gmail.com 

 
Mail Score Sheets for the State Free Throw to: 

State Program Director Bou Gazley 
5379 56 Ave NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

Tootsie Roll Time 
 

It is time to plan for your Intellectual Disabili-
ties Campaign for 2017.  Your District Depu-
ty, or your Regional Consultant in the absence 
of a DD,  will be collecting your Tootsie Roll 
orders and be responsible for delivering them 
to me as early as possible.  These fillable 
forms are available on the State website on the 
forms page.  The deadline for placing an order 
is February 15, 2017.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  I 
would appreciate the orders as soon as possi-
ble to facilitate compiling the State order.  I 
thank you in advance for your cooperation.  
We had a very successful 2016, and I am 
looking forward to an even better 2017.  
 
Please be aware of the new address to which 
you will submit your reports to this year.  This 
information is also on the order and report 
forms available on the State website at 
mnknights.org. 
 

Intellectual Disabilities Chairman 
Ray Wojtysiak 

16632 Zuni St NW 
Andover, MN  55304-1614 

 
Please make note of my address and contact 
information for future use.  If you have any 
questions, please call or email one of the fol-
lowing persons: 
 
Chairman Ray Wojtysiak 
raywdd12@aol.com   
Phone or text (612) 363-1384 
 
State Program Director Bou Gazley 
bou.gazley@gmail.com 
(507) 721-3064 
 
Council Director Chris Wrobel 
mn-ckw@integra.net  
(952) 440-7288 

We invite you to join us for the 23rd Annual MN 
Knights of Columbus State Camping Weekend 

~ Also known as the KC Camporee ~  
August 25-27, 2017  

at the Pipestone RV Campground 
in Pipestone MN 

Go to: pipestonecampground.com  
for a look at the campground  

and general information.  
 

This is a wonderful event to enjoy nature and make new 
friends.  There will be KC families from across the state 
who have been coming for years and families coming for 
the first time.  There will be activities for the entire family 
to enjoy, as well as plenty of free time.  Join us for Stations 
of the Cross, Saturday Mass, bean bag and horseshoe tour-
naments, a catered meal, entertainment, and loads of fun.  
The campground also offers a pool, mini-golf, a play-
ground, and relaxing under a nice shade tree or by a camp-
fire.  We welcome large and small campers, tents, or just 
visitors for the day.  Hotel options are available.  Take time 
to tour the area.  Pipestone has a Museum and National 
Park to explore.  Details will be in future editions and on 
the  State website.  Go to the mnknights.org home page, 
hover over Programs, then over Family Activities, and click 
on State Camping.  Information will be updated periodical-
ly, with registration in spring.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you heard about the Knights of Columbus 
International Camping Week?  

 
Go to: http://www.kciccampers.weebly.com/ for more in-
formation or go to the mnknights.org home page, then hov-
er over Programs, then over Family Activities, and click 
KC International Camping.  Information will be updated 
periodically, with registration in spring.  Go to: ston-
eycreekrvresort.com for a look at the campground and gen-
eral information.  

 

Substance Abuse  

Awareness Poster Contest 
 
Council and District judging should be complet-
ed in February so all winning entries with their 
official entry forms arrive by March 1, 2017 to: 
 

Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest 
Chairman Mark Ritter 
25215 Drexel Avenue  

New Prague, MN 56071 

 

Supreme Hotline for FS Help 
 

Call 203-800-4955 or email ExpertFS@kofc.org.   
 

They can help financial secretaries with any questions regarding Member Management or Member Billing.. 

Our newsletter is full of good information! 
go to www.mnknights.org  

to see the Supplement with additional info. 

St. Michael’s Medal 
Contact statechaplain@mnknights.org to request a medal to 
be sent to a military family member or friend.  There is no 
cost to anyone and the military person needs not be Catho-
lic. 

mailto:bou.gazley@gmail.com
mailto:raywdd12@aol.com
mailto:bou.gazley@gmail.com
mailto:mn-ckw@integra.net


Deceased member list for this month may be found in the Online Supplement. 
 
Upon the death of a Brother Knight from your council, please send the  
following information: 

   
1) Deceased Knight’s Name                 
2) Date of Death  
3) Council Number                           
4) Town his Council is in  
5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relationship, and Address 
6) Indicate if he was a former DD, past State Officer, etc. 
 
Send this information to:   
Fraternalism Chairman Randy Lindstrom 
609 25th Ave SW  ~ Willmar, MN 56201  
mnkcfc@gmail.com or (320) 231-2584 
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KC Insurance  

General Agents 
 
East Central & NE MN 
Jim Szczech, General Agent  
2 Second Ave S, Suite 145  
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 
Office: 320-252-7173 
Cell: 320-339-2848 
Fax: 320-252-7179 
Jim.Szczech@kofc.org 
www.centralmnkofc.org 
 
Metro Area  
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent  
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160  
Burnsville, MN 55337  
Office: 952-686-7720 
Fax: 952-388-0851 
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 
www.twincitieskofc.org 
 
Western Minnesota  
David Goedtke, General Agent 
12 South Marshall Ave  
Springfield, MN 56087  
Office: 507-723-3360 
David.Goedtke@kofc.org 
 
Southern Minnesota 
Luke Rennie, General Agent  
Mail: PO Box 1067  
Location: 135 West Main St,  
Suite 2 
Owatonna, MN 55060  
Office: 507-417-4169 

Insurance Check-Up 
for 2017  
 
Where did 2016 go?  It seems like it 
was summer yesterday and Thanksgiv-
ing was last week.  We hope you and 
your family had a great finish to 2016.  
Hopefully, you’ve established a few 
goals for this year.  We've learned a 
great tip regarding resolutions.   
 
First, write them down.  It’s not too late 
if you haven’t already done this.  Com-
mit your goals to paper, and post it 
someplace you will see it often.  Writing 
down a goal is the first step towards 
achieving it.  It may not make sense at 
first, but we're sure you have heard sto-
ries of the success this simple task can 
bring.  Whether your goal is to exercise 
more, give more to charity, read more or 
watch less television, you’re more likely 
to accomplish it if you write it down.  

 
Second, resolve to have an expert look 
at your finances.  We recommend that 
you have a team of experts help you, 
and we would love to be the first you sit 
with.  Let’s schedule some time to meet 
together, and we, your professional 
Knights of Columbus insurance agents, 
will provide an “insurance check-up” (at 
no cost!) that will evaluate any gaps in 
your family’s life insurance protection.  
Now might be the perfect time to fill 
those gaps, not later.  Keep in mind that 
unlike many other products, you don’t 
just need money to obtain life insurance; 
you also need good health, and no one 
knows when your health could change.  
 
Did we mention our check-up is free of 
charge?  When was the last time you 
received something for free that could 
provide value to you and your family 
for generations?  Call us today.  
 
 

We’re Looking for a Few 

Good Knights 
 
The Knights of Columbus are looking 
for good men to work full time as field 
agents in various areas throughout Min-
nesota.  Our Mission is to serve our 
Brother Knights and their families and 
continue the legacy of Father 
McGivney.   If you or someone you 
know would like to find out more about 
working with the Knights of Columbus 
and see if there is an opening in your 
area, give your General Agent a call. 

Congratulations to Our 

Current Top  
Recruiters in  

2016-17 
 

15 men - David DuPaul 
St. Paul Council 397 

 
13 men - George Sonnen 

West St. Paul Council 4184 
 

10 men - Steven Mages 
Freeport Council 16455 

 
8 men - Seth Mhyre 

Minneota Council 14420 
 

7 men - Jason Evens 
Brainerd Council 1491 

 
7 men - Kenneth Paumen 
Maple Lake Council 3613 

 
7 men - Dennis Boeckers 
Sauk Centre Council 4863 

 
7 men - Nicholas Schmit 

St. John’s University Council 5136 
 

7 men - Jerry Niesen 
Buffalo Council 6608 

 
6 men - James Hurt 

North St. Paul Council 4967 
 

5 men - LaVerne Klecker 
Owatonna Council 945 

 
5 men - Michael Abbott 

West St. Paul Council 4184 
 

5 men - David Tupa 
Golden Valley Council 13506 

 
4 men - Steve Winkels 
Faribault Council 889 

 
4 men - David Lax 

Owatonna Council 945 
 

4 men - Kevin Otto 
Delano Council 4653 

 
4 men - Walter Polchowne 

North St. Paul Council 4967 
 

4 men - Gene Hippe 
Cold Spring Council 5344 

 
4 men - Michael Weed 
Chaska Council 9141 

 
4 men - James Isle 

Cedar Council 9585 
 

4 men - Patrick Mulligan 
Holy Spirit Rochester Council 11460 

State Knights  

of Columbus  
Bowling Tournament 

 
The 2017 state tournament will be held 
in Hutchinson at the Hutch Bowl the 
last weekend in March and the first 
weekend in April.  Registration forms 
were sent out in December.  Anyone 
not receiving a form, please call Steve 
Weitzel at (320) 212-3824 or call 
Chuck Loso at (320) 220-2690 for 
information. 
 
We are looking for a host council for 
the 2018 event.  A house with 16 lanes 
minimum is needed.  Please contact 
State President Chuck Loso at (320) 
220-2690 or cmloso@charter.net for 
questions and information on hosting 
the tournament. 
 
We are also looking for some new 
blood on the board to assist in making 
this a better tournament.  We only 
meet twice a year, so it is not a de-
manding committee to be on.  If you 
have any ideas, please bring them for-
ward. 

2016-17 State Incentives 
More details are in the Online Supple-

ment at mnknights.org 
 

For Individual Members: 
 

Building the Order 
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 

Receive gift cards to Menards, Mills 
Fleet Farm, or Home Depot (dollar 
amount based on number recruited) 

 
For Minnesota Councils: 

 
Mission Accomplished  

July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 
If a council reaches 100% of their net 

membership goal, the council will 
receive $250  

for charitable use 
 

Formation Degrees 
The cost for the 2nd Degree Team will 

be covered by the State Council if a 
minimum of 7 candidates are  

exemplified 

Catholic Citizenship  

Essay Contest 
ritter@bevcomm.net 

(952) 758-9513  

 
This great contest is open to youth in  

grades 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12!!   
 

District and regional contest judging to 
be completed by the end of February.  
Winning entries, with official entry 
forms attached, must be submitted to 
State Essay Contest Chairman Mark 
Ritter by March 1 for the State Con-
test. 

Mark Ritter  
2215 Drexel Avenue 

New Prague, MN 56071 

 
Take pictures of the winners and pro-
mote the contest in the local papers, the 
bulletin, and your council newsletter!!! 
 

Contest details can be found at  
www.kofc.org/essay 

Fill the Need!!! 
Community Activities Director Joe George  

joe.george.9905@gmail.com 
(651) 253-3112  

  
$150 doesn’t just buy someone in need 
a wheelchair; it gives them HOPE and 
FREEDOM.  According to the statis-
tics from the American Wheelchair 
Mission, each chair that’s donated 
affects at least 10 people.  If you’ve 
not had a chance to watch one of the 
videos from the AWM, go to their 
website and check them out.  Not only 
does it give them Hope and Freedom, 
but it gives them JOY  like I have nev-
er seen before.  I just love this acro-
nym for JOY  — J=Jesus O=Others 
Y=Yourself.  Isn’t that how we are 
called to live?  If everyone followed 
this simple rule, this world would be a 
better place. 

  
Congratulations on filling the contain-
er for Columbia!  Now we are starting 
on a container to send to Guatemala.  I 
encourage all councils to consider hav-
ing a Wheelchair Sunday at your par-
ish to raise money for local chairs or to 
send chairs to Guatemala.  It really is 
easy.  Chris Lewis and his team will 
come to your parish and speak at all 
masses.  They take care of every-
thing.  If you would like details on 
how to get started, please contact me.  

  
Right here in Minnesota, we have 14” 
and 18” wheelchairs available.  Please 
 

(continued bottom of column 2) 

Fill the Need 
(continued from column 1) 

 
call me with questions on how to pick 
them up in Nevis or Lino Lakes.  The 
wheelchair order form is in the Online 
Supplement and on the mnknights.org 
website under forms.  This form can be 
used for the Guatemala wheelchairs and 
the Minnesota wheelchairs.   
 

Thank you for all you do for the 
Knights. 

Help Save Lives 
 

Raise funds for an  
ultrasound machine! 

 
Aren’t planning to place a machine in 
your immediate area, but want to help 
with the Ultrasound Initiative in Min-
nesota?   
 
Many councils have made contributions 
to the MN State Council Fund.  This 
fund provides councils who are getting 
close to their fundraising goal with up 
to $2500 per machine.  
 
Make checks payable to Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus with the memo 
line denoting MN Ultrasound Initiative. 
 
Have extra funds from your Ultrasound 
Initiative Project?  Donate them to the 
fund to help place additional machines.   

 
Remember to be a source of continued 

support to your life care centers. 
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