
STATE CHAPLAIN
Fr. Raul perez-cobo
PO Box 187
Kelliher, mn  56650
(218) 647-8392
statechaplain@mnkights.org

Associate State Chaplain
Fr. Jeffrey horejsi
PO Box C
Fairfax, MN 55332
(218) 647-8392
Associatechaplain@mnknights.org

STATE DEPUTY
Robert Penas
PO Box 271
Silver Lake, MN 55381
(320) 327-2122
statedeputy@mnknights.org

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE 
DEPUTY
Joseph Konrardy
1700 Shorewood Drive
Mound, MN 55364
(952) 451-1956
IPStatedeputy@mnknights.org

STATE SECRETARY
Marc Peters
6501 Hokah Drive
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
(952) 482-8771
statesecretary@mnknights.org

STATE TREASURER
David Whatmuff
9663 Ranchview Lane N
Maple grove, MN 55369
(763) 420-4996
statet@mnknights.org

STATE ADVOCATE
James Terwedo
3700 West 220th St
Jordan, MN  55352
(952) 492-2800
stateadvocate@mnknights.org

STATE WARDEN
Daniel DeCrans
20400  200th St
Nevis, MN  56467
(218) 255-1125
statewarden@mnknights.org

STATE PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR
Bou Gazley
5379  56th Avenue NW
Rochester, MN  55901
(507) 721-3064
programdirector@mnknights.org

STATE MEMBERSHIP 
DIRECTOR
Conrad Meier
1430 Northway Place
St. Cloud, MN 56303
(320) 259-5169
membershipdirector@mnknights.org

Administrative Assistant
Greg van der Hagen, PSD, FVSM
820 Second Avenue SW
Hutchinson, MN  55350
(320) 587-0747
adminassistant@mnknights.org

STUDENT LOAN
Mike Daly, administrator
Office of Daly & Daly
(952) 873-2213
daly.daly@frontiernet.net

Volume 21, 3 December 2016

N
O

N
PR

O
FI

T 
O

R
G

.
U

.S
. P

O
ST

A
G

E
PA

ID
H

U
TC

H
IN

SO
N

, M
N

PE
R

M
IT

 N
O

. 6
0

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT

TITLE:        KNIGHTLY NEWS
ISSUE DATE:  December 2016
STATEMENT OF FREQUENCY:

PUBLISHED MONTHLY
AUTHORIZED ORGANIZATION:

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
NAME AND ADDRESS:

MN STATE COUNCIL
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
820 SECOND AVE  SW
HUTCHINSON, MN 55350

ISSUE NO. VOLUME 21  ISSUE 3

Check out our website:
www.mnknights.org

A Light to the Nation
State Chaplain Fr. Raul Perez-Cobo

statechaplain@mnkights.org     
(218) 647-8392

We just started a new year in the church calendar,
and at the end of this month, we start preparing for
the beginning of 2017.  This is a great time for all of us.  With the 
spirit of Advent and Christmas, we can reflect on what we were or 
were not able to accomplish this past year and how we are going to 
move on with new resolutions for this coming year.

All of us are embarking on this new journey, whether we like it or 
not, whether we are ready or not, with its ups and downs.  Every day 
and every year is different.  Sometimes we might feel high in our 
spiritual life, and sometimes we might feel we are not connected, 
but the most important part is to remember that God is always there 
to carry and support us in this journey.  He is faithful to His promise 
(2 Tim. 2:13).

This Advent season should be a time for all of us to prepare the 
manger, our hearts, and our minds for the celebration of the birthday 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and walk throughout this coming year close 
to Him and His teachings. 

On this liturgical cycle, Cycle A, the Church asks us to focus on the 
Gospel of Matthew which is the first Book of the New Testament, 
not because it was the first book written, but because it makes the 
bridge between the Old Testament and the New Testament.  In his 
twenty-eight chapters, Matthew persuaded his Jewish audience that 
Jesus is the Messiah expected, the Anointed One, the descendent of 
David, and founder of the Kingdom of God.  The prophesy of the 
Old Testament is fulfilled in Him.  

In this New Year of 2017, we are able to continue growing in our 
relationship with God and with others.  May we continue spreading 
the Good News to those in need by words and deeds.  May we con-
tinue finding ways to be A Light to the Nations in this society and to 
the world with our Order of the Knights of Columbus.

My best wishes to you and your family this coming year.  May the 
Love and Joy of the Holy Family of Nazareth accompany you 
throughout this coming year.  Vivat Jesus!  

You chose to enter fully into the Knight-
hood, having learned all the lessons of the degrees, gaining 
a greater understanding of our Catholic faith, a greater re-
spect for our priests, and a realization that we share com-
mon values and traditions.  We are strengthened by our 
Brotherhood as we face challenges and opportunities to-
gether.  We often say we are better Catholics, better men, 
better husbands and fathers because we are Brother 
Knights.  What does this mean? 

First of all, to be a Knight, we have to be a practical Catho-
lic.  “What exactly does that mean?” you may ask.  Well at 
its most basic, a practical Catholic accepts the teaching au-
thority of the Catholic Church on matters of faith and mor-
als, aspires to live in accord with the precepts of the Catho-
lic Church, and is in good standing in the Catholic Church.  
What are the precepts of the Catholic Church?  They are to 
(1) Attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, 
(2) Observe the days of abstinence and fasting, (3) Confess 
our sins to a priest at least once a year, (4) Receive Our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist at least once a year 
during the Easter Season, (5) Contribute to the support of 
the Church, (6) Obey the laws of the Church concerning 
Matrimony, and (7) Participate in the Church’s mission of 
the Evangelization of Souls. 

One through six are probably pretty easy ones for most of 
us to keep.  Number seven can be tougher, but we have the 
benefit of being Brother Knights.  As a Brother Knight, we 
participate in many programs that epitomize the missionary 
spirit of the Church.  We may not realize it at the time it is 
happening, but every time we help others, greet others, and 
serve others, we are evangelizing.  We are sharing our faith 
through our actions.  We become better Catholics through 
the things we do as Brother Knights, and opportunities for 
service as Brother Knights make us better Catholics.

In addition, we are fulfilled through our volunteering and 
our fraternity.  This makes us feel better about ourselves, 
and this joy spills out into the rest of our life, making us 
better husbands, better fathers, better men.  We become a 
visible representation of what it is to be a Catholic man and 
a Knight of Columbus.  

I encourage you to share this joy with other Catholic men 
and invite them to join the Knights of Columbus and be-
come even better Catholics, better men, better husbands, 
and better fathers as we all continue to “Let our Actions
Evangelize” while doing “God's Work Here on Earth”! 

Advent and Christmas blessings 
from me and my family to yours.  

Vivat Jesus!

Merry Christmas 

To Our

Knights of Columbus 

Families

Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered at the 2016 
Minnesota State Special 

Olympics Bowling

You’ve Chosen Wisely
State Deputy Bob Penas

statedeputy@mnknights.org
(320) 327-2122



Christmas Plans
State Ceremonials Director Brad Jacobs 

kcdegreesmn@gmail.com
(763) 477-4410

I want to start by wishing everyone a meaningful 
Advent and a happy and joyous Christmas season.  
This is always such a busy time of year as we plan for 
the Christmas season, and for many, it also is a time 
to wrap up things we want to finish in 2016 and start 
looking ahead to 2017.

It is natural to prioritize these various tasks as we try 
to make the most efficient use of our valuable time.  I 
would like to suggest, that as you go through this 
process, you consider hosting a major degree in your 
area.  Typically, the first months of the year are fairly 
sparse, and then we get a barrage of requests in the 
same few months around early to mid-spring.  I 
would love nothing more than to spread them out a 
bit, as well as adding new ones.  Scheduling requests 
for your area in the months of January and February 
would be a great way to start out the new year, and 
I’ll be happy to do it.  I’m sure that with some effec-
tive communication and perseverance on your part, 
this can be accomplished.  Please give this considera-
tion, and thank you to those who have scheduled cer-
emonies already. We all know that our Order can
only be as strong as its membership and that it is all 
of our responsibility to pitch in to make this happen.  
Also make sure you are checking the State KC web-
site regularly for updates on upcoming ceremonies.

Again, I look forward to the year ahead, and pray as 
you do that together we can add many new knights to 
our Order in the coming year.  Vivat Jesus!
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Make a Friend, Be a 
Friend, Bring that 
Friend to Christ
State Secretary Marc Peters     

statesecretary@mnknights.org     
(651) 482-8771     

My 2 Cents 
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff

statet@mnknights.org     
(763) 772-2997      

That's a key phrase the Cursillo movement uses.  We 
can adapt it to our situation.  When we ask that guy in 
the pew next to us to join the Knights, we are hopefully 
making a new friend.  We want him to be in our circle 
of friends at the council level, and with him and his 
family now more involved with the parish, you have 
brought them closer to Christ.  And the whole process 
starts again; he asks someone to join, the family joins 
the council family, and they get closer to God.  It all 
starts with you asking someone to be your friend, and 
we all need more friends. (And if you want to know 
more about Cursillo movement, track me down with an 
email and I will fill you in.)

Make sure once you make a friend, that you follow 
through and bring your new friend to the degrees: Initi-
ation, Formation, and Knighthood. Don't let your new
friend go alone; be there for him.  Degrees are a learn-
ing experience every time you observe.  

Your state secretary had the pleasure of delivering 
STAR Council plaques last month.  It was my honor to 
congratulate these councils that met their goals in in-
surance, membership, and programs.  I want to have 
the whole month of November 2017 dedicated to visit-
ing councils and delivering STAR plaques for achieve-
ments.  Will I be visiting yours?

I'm working with the 2017 state convention committee 
on final details.  Your council will be getting your info 
packet from your district deputy in December or Janu-
ary.  It's a bit different than in the past, as we are trying 
online registration.  The first thing the council needs to 
do is put it on the calendar: May 19-21, 2017 at the 
Marriott Northwest.  The second thing is to send mem-
bers to represent your council.  We want to hear what 
you have to say.  We hope to see you there.  

Vivat Jesus!

Hard though it is to believe, we are almost halfway 
through our fraternal year!  Now is a good time to 
take stock of where you stand with respect to annual 
goals.  If you held a recruiting drive in October, then 
you probably are in good shape with your member-
ship quota.  However, sad to say, this is not the case 
for all councils.

At the end of the first quarter, only 21 councils were 
on track to achieve their quota, but more than 200 
councils had not yet recruited a single member.  
Which category is your council in?  If it’s the latter, 
don’t despair, it’s not too late to get going!  You’ve 
heard it said many times “Membership Drives Pro-
grams, and Programs Drive Membership.”  This time 
of the year is a perfect time for great programs which 
will be visible in the parish and encourage member-
ship.

Coats for Kids … many councils have already pur-
chased their coats and are in the process of distrib-
uting them, but there is plenty of cold weather re-
maining and plenty of need!  Contact Chairman Pat-
rick Farrelly at (763) 218-3816 to see what your op-
tions are.

Keep Christ in Christmas … it might be a little too 
late to get Christmas cards for sale at church, but it is 
not late to run a Christmas poster contest.  These are 
both “visible” programs which require little in the 
way of funds to set up.  Contact Chairman Jeff 
Bagniewski at (507) 884-1521, and he will tell you 
how to get what you need.

Let’s end this second quarter on a positive note!  
Vivat Jesus!

Marathon for 
Nonpublic Education

surpasses $100 
Million raised for  
nonpublic schools 

since its inception in 
1974!

Councils that Own or Rent Halls

The Minnesota State Council needs to update our list 
of local councils that either own or rent facilities/halls 
for their meeting/event functions.  Please send the State 
Advocate the following information:

Council Name and Number 
Name and Address of Facility  

Contact Person
Contact Email and Address  
Contact Phone Number(s)  

Do you own or rent your facility?

State Advocate James Terwedo
stateadvocate@mnknights.org

(Office) (952-) 492-2800
(Fax) (952) 492-2806
3700 West 220th Street

Jordan, MN 55352

Minnesota KC Student Loan 
Fund 

Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly

952-873-2213

daly.daly@frontiernet.net

See the Online December 
Supplement for more details

By the time you read this, the number of minutes a 
day that are daylight will be nearing their minimum 
for the year.   Darkness comes about 5 pm now.  
Those who suffer from SAD (Seasonal Affective 
Disorder) especially mourn the loss of light.  If we 
are not careful, we can become extra cranky and even 
depressed.  

For us Christians, darkness has another connota-
tion—sin.  During Advent, the Church invites us to 
celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation to “become 
friendly” again with God and each other.  We are 
encouraged to let the light in—the light of Christ.  
What a better time is there to celebrate Reconciliation 
than Advent as we long for the coming of God’s 
light, Jesus, into our world at Christmas?

Many scholars believe that we began to celebrate 
Christmas on December 25th because it had been the 
pagan day called the “Birthday of the Unconquered 
Sun” to celebrate the winter solstice.  December 25th

is the day of the year when there begins to be more 
sunlight each day.  No wonder Christians wanted to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday on this very symbolic day.  
The gospel according to John has Jesus calling him-
self the “light of the world.”  The birth of the light of 
the world on the day that the light begins to conquer 
the darkness was/is a very powerful political brand-
ing.

Even though it takes the sun a long time to warm us 
up in Minnesota, we know that once the winter sol-
stice arrives, we live in the hope of the end of winter.  
As we celebrate Reconciliation and Christmas, we 
live in hope that Christ who lives in us will bring an 
end to sin and “cold” relationships with God and oth-
ers.  The gospel writer says it more beautifully, “…
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it (John 1:5).”

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
to you and yours!

The Light Shines in 
the Darkness

Associate State Chaplain
Fr. Jeff Horejsi

JOURNEY TO THE INN
A simple way to keep Christ in Christmas

The Domestic 
Church initiative 
calls on all councils 
to build up the rela-
tionship between 
families and parish-
es and to strengthen 
parish youth minis-
try. This Advent, bring families closer to the Holy 
Family through Journey to the Inn: An Advent Cele-
bration (#9898 — available for $1 per booklet). In 
the tradition of the Franciscan missionary celebra-
tions that introduced the faith in America, this cele-
bration shares the story of Jesus’ birth with your par-
ish community and welcomes family participation.

If your parish does not already have this Advent tra-
dition, councils should talk to their pastor about mak-
ing this a parish program. Council leaders can coordi-
nate with parish youth ministry leaders, using the 
booklet as a guide for your celebration. If your parish 
already sponsors a similar event, consider sponsoring 
a meal or charitable event for the children of the par-
ish.

Journey to the Inn: An Advent Celebration (#9898) 
provides all the information needed to conduct a 
Christmas celebration and can be ordered through the 
Supply Department. Additional resources and action 
steps are available at kofc.org/domesticchurch.

Columbian wheelchair container has been filled and will be sent out 
early next year.  We are now collecting funds to send a container of 

wheelchairs to San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala.



Future Meetings & Events
December 2-4, 2016—Midyear Meeting in Min-
netonka
December 6, 2016—Light up for Christ—8 p.m.
December 12, 2016—Soccer Challenge Report 
Form Due
January 15, 2017—Christmas Poster Report Due
January 28, 2017—Catholic Citizenship Essay 
Contest Report Due
January 31, 2017—Fraternal Survey #1728 Due
January 31, 2017—Special Olympics Partnership 
Profile Report #4584 Due
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Secret???
State Warden Dan DeCrans
statewarden@mnknights.org     

(218) 255-1125 

Brother Knights, are we a        
secret organization? Some-
times I wonder if most of the Knights think this 
is true.  When I go to council meetings around 
the state, I see many great activities being done.  
The hard work being put into these activities is 
so awesome it makes you feel great that you be-
long to the Knights of Columbus.  Then when I 
ask if the council publishes what they have done, 
I get the answer back, “We don’t do this for 
recognition.”  Why not get recognition for what 
you have done?  Why not let people in the com-
munity know what your council did for the par-
ish or community?  

When you approach a fellow member of the par-
ish to ask him to join the Knights of Columbus, 
he should not be wondering what the Knights do.  
He should already know what the Knights do 
from the articles that were in your parish bulle-
tins and local newspapers.  He should already 
know that you are an active council.  Keep a run-
ning total from year to year so you can tell peo-
ple what has been done in last five to ten years.  
Then you can share some more details, like how 
many dollars/pounds of food you raised for the 
food shelf in your community and how much 
money you have given to our seminarians.  He 
will know that the Knights of Columbus is an 
active organization that he would be proud to 
join.

My question at the beginning, “Are we a secret 
organization?”  NO, we are not!  Spread the 
word about what your council is doing.

May you and your family have a very blest 
Merry Christmas

Don’t Wait — Do It Now!!!
State Program Director Bou Gazley

programdirector@mnknights.org
(507) 721-3064

As we enter the month of December, I want to take 
this opportunity to wish each of you and your fami-
lies a Merry Christmas.  Take this opportunity to 
reach out to those members you have not seen in a 
while.  Give them a call, and wish them a Merry 
Christmas!  Also, don’t forget to send a Christmas 
Card or phone call to your bishop, chaplain, and 
other clergy and religious in your area!  They enjoy 
hearing from the Knights of Columbus as well!

This is also a great time for our councils to show 
off both their charitable and spiritual works.  We, 
as councils, do many charitable projects throughout 
the year, but Christmas time is always filled with 
opportunities for collecting toys for children, offer-
ing childcare while parents go shopping, cooking 
meals for the less fortunate, and many other things.  
While these are all great ways the show our parish-
es and communities what we do, we must also 
show them our spiritual side.  There are many ways 
that the Knights of Columbus can assist our parish 
spiritual life.  Why not start with the Journey to the 
Inn program?

In an increasingly secular world, many Catholics 
are faced with the difficulty of sharing their faith.  
With the bustle of Christmas shopping and the fre-
quent removal of religious imagery from Christmas 
displays, it seems that communities have forgotten 
the incredible gift of Christ and the beauty of his 
birth.  Facing similar concerns when first introduc-
ing Christ to the New World, Franciscan missionar-
ies in the 16th century found that simple re-
enactments of the story of Christ’s birth could 
touch the hearts of those they encountered.  The 
Spanish missionaries referred to these ceremonies 
as Las Posadas — meaning “the inns” or “the shel-
ters” — as they gave emphasis to Mary and Jo-
seph’s search for shelter before Our Savior’s birth.  
These festivities have remained popular throughout 
Latin America and the southwestern United States.  
These and similar celebrations will help us embrace 
the true meaning of the Christmas season and share 
the joy of Christ’s birth.  For ideas on how to adapt 
this tradition to your own community, use 
the Journey to the Inn: An Advent Celebration 
booklet (#9898) - found at http://www.kofc.org/un/
en/resources/communications/posada.pdf

State Knights of 
Columbus 
Bowling 

Tournament
The 2017 state tournament will be held in Hutchinson at 
the Hutch Bowl the last weekend in March and the first 
weekend in April 2017.  Registration forms will be sent 
out in the first week of December.  Anyone not receiv-
ing a form, please call Steve Weitzel at (320) 212-
3824 or call Chuck Loso at (320) 220-2690 for infor-
mation.

We are also looking for a host council for the 2018 
event.  A house with 16 lanes minimum is needed.  
Please contact State President Chuck Loso at (320) 220-
2690 or cmloso@charter.net for questions and infor-
mation on hosting the tournament.

We are also looking for some new blood on the board to 
assist in making this a better tournament.  We only meet 
twice a year. so it is not a demanding committee to be 
on.  If you have any ideas, please bring them forward.

Team up for Membership II
State Membership Director Conrad Meier

membershipdirector@mnknights.org
(320) 260-6945 or (320) 259-5169

My council’s first member addition this year was 
a reinstatement due to the diligence of our Field 
Agent making his insurance calls.  This had a dou-
ble benefit as we gained a new member and an 
insurance member. As I have had the oppor -
tunity to meet and work with our Knights of Co-
lumbus insurance agents, they have impressed me 
with their deep faith and their knowledge of our 
organization.  While it is in their best interest to 
find new members for insurance coverage, they 
are even more concerned with keeping the 
Knights of Columbus and our faith communities 
strong and vibrant.  Jim Michaelson, our field 
agent, is also a Conferring Officer for the Third 
Degree, and his passion and conviction in his role 
is truly inspiring.

My membership tip this month is to TEAM up 
with your General and Field Agents.  They can get 
you a list of the inactive insurance members in 
your council and can help you contact and talk to 
them.  Remember to invite them to your member-
ship drives.  When our prospective members in 
Minnesota send in requests for information, we 
look to our General Agents to arrange that first 
contact.  Our agents are awesome at conveying the 
virtues and benefits of becoming a KC member 
and might even get an insurance policy signed as 
they pass them on to your council.

A couple of reminders on signing up new mem-
bers: After the First Degree, it is YOUR COUN-
CIL’s job to send in the Form 100 to Supreme.  
Please check it for the member birth date and sig-
nature and your officer signatures so it does not 
come back as incomplete.  I really like the option 
of scanning in the Form 100 and emailing it to 
Supreme per the back of the form and copying 
your insurance agent.

It is normal to take some well-deserved time off 
for our families around Christmas.  As we cele-
brate the birth of Christ at the masses and litur-
gies, our devotion and love for our faith and fami-
lies can be seen by members of our parishes and 
faith communities.  Our faith communities need to 
see us as strong examples of Catholic men as we 
continue to Build the Domestic Church.

This is also a wonderful time to work on retention 
as we take the opportunity to call or visit our 
Brother Knights to wish them a Merry Christmas.  
Thank them for their service and ask them how we 
can do better in the New Year in serving them and 
our communities. 

Finally, as the New Year approaches, make a res-
olution to bring in at least one new member to
your council, and tell me your story so we can 
share it with our fellow Knights. 

2016-17 State Incentives
Check out these great state incentives for 

membership recruitment this year!  

More details are in the December Online 
Supplement at mnknights.org

For Individual Members:

Building the Order
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

Receive gift cards to Menards, Mills Fleet Farm, 
or Home Depot (dollar amount based on number 

recruited)

For Minnesota Councils:

Mission Accomplished 
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

If a council reaches 100% 
of their net membership goal, 
the council will receive $250 

for charitable use

Formation Degrees
The cost for the 2nd Degree Team will be 

covered by the State Council if a 
minimum of 7 candidates are exemplified

Past Training Slides 
Available on State Website 

On the right side of the home page at 
mnknights.org, click on LOGIN

Type in one of these three user 
names: user1 user2 user3

(only 1 person can be logged on with a user 
name at a time; that’s why we have 3 choices)

Type in the password: kofcmn 

Click on Leadership Presentations

Choose the files you wish to view or print



Master’s Memo
District Master Craig Larson, PSD    

master@mnknights.org     
(218) 289-3872

As I’m writing this, it’s 4 days before the election.  Hopefully as
you are reading this, we know who our next leaders will be.  I
found the following as part of an All Saint’s Day speech given to
public officials in Houston by Archbishop Jose Gomez of Los
Angeles.  We need to keep things in perspective.  I think his words describe the 
Knights of Columbus.

He said, “If we want America to be greater, then we need men and women like you 
and me who are committed to serving God and living their faith in every aspect of 
their lives.”  On this point, Archbishop Gomez said that only one thing can change 
the world: the call to be a saint.  He went on to say, “This is the reason we are 
here: to follow Jesus Christ and to become more and more like him.  This is the 
beautiful truth about who we are as children of God.”  Archbishop emphasized the 
need for saints in every aspect of human life.  He concluded, “No matter who is 
president, Jesus Christ is still the King.  And we are still called to be saints and to 
renew this world in the image of his kingdom.”

One way we can help others become saints is to ask them to join the Knights of 
Columbus.  What better way to further the principles of Charity, Unity, and Frater-
nity.  We also need more members of the Fourth Degree where we celebrate Patri-
otism and the importance of the Church in our country. 

There are many opportunities scheduled to join the Knights.  I hope that everyone 
asks someone to join the Knights of Columbus.  Please think about joining the 
Visible Arm of the Knights of Columbus.  It’s the culmination of membership and 
another level of Fraternity.  The next opportunity to become a Sir Knight is at the 
Spring Exemplification on April 22 in Mankato. 

Please continue to pray for our country, our leaders, and those who serve to protect 
us.  

Mary Jo and I wish you all a 
Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas! 
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Columbian Award Changes 
for the 2016-17 Fraternal Year

Knights of Columbus councils have always responded to the most urgent needs of 
the Church, particularly through charitable and social outreach.  In order to support 
the evangelization of family life today, each council must be even more fully inte-
grated with our Catholic parishes.  As the world’s largest Catholic fraternal and fami-
ly organization, we have a responsibility to dedicate our time, talent, and resources to 
ensuring that our parishes are beacons of the new evangelization and that our families 
are supported and strengthened by our activities.

In order to highlight the importance of this new initiative and its impact on our mis-
sion, the Supreme Council is announcing changes to the Columbian Award effective 
immediately.  In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils need to meet the fol-
lowing qualifications:

Þ Submit the Service Program Personnel Report (#365)

Þ Submit the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728) - councils instituted 
after November 1, 2016 do not have to meet this requirement

Þ Annually conduct and report at least 4 programs in each of the six categories of 
the Surge with Service Program AND at least 4 of those programs need to be 
designated as Domestic Church Programs

The following programs currently carry the Domestic Church designation:
- Journey to the Inn
- Father’s Day Affirmation of Wedding Vows
- Consecration to the Holy Family
- Family Fully Alive Devotional Program
- Holy Family Celebrations (Diocesan-wide)
- Food for Families
- Keep Christ in Christmas
- Spiritual Formation Groups (Into the Breach)
- 5th Sunday Rosary Program
- Family Week Celebrations

Additional Domestic Church Programs will be released throughout the fraternal year.  
Please visit kofc.org/domesticchurch for information, resources, and to review the 
most up-to-date list of programs.  The new version of the Columbian Award Applica-
tion is available on the Supreme website.

Questions regarding the Building the Domestic Church Initiative should be directed 
to State Program Director

Bou Gazley at bou.gazley@gmail.com

Tootsie Roll Time

It is time to plan for your Intellectual Disabilities Cam-
paign for 2017.  Your District Deputy, or your Regional 
Consultant in the absence of a DD,  will be collecting 
your Tootsie Roll orders and be responsible for deliver-
ing them to me as early as possible.  These fillable 
forms are available on the State website on the forms 
page.  The deadline for placing an order is February 15, 
2017.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  I would appreciate the or-
ders as soon as possible to facilitate compiling the State 
order.  I thank you in advance for your cooperation.  We 
had a very successful 2016, and I am looking forward to 
an even better 2017. 

Please be aware of the new address to which you will 
submit your reports to this year.  This information is 
also on the order and report forms available on the State 
website at mnknights.org.

Intellectual Disabilities Chairman
Ray Wojtysiak

16632 Zuni St NW
Andover, MN  55304-1614

Please make note of my address and contact information 
for future use.  If you have any questions, please call or 
email one of the following persons:

Chairman Ray Wojtysiak
raywdd12@aol.com  
Phone or text (612) 363-1384

State Program Director Bou Gazley
bou.gazley@gmail.com
(507) 721-3064

Council Director Chris Wrobel
mn-ckw@integra.net 
(952) 440-7288

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster 
Contest

Chairman Jeff Bagniewski 
jpbags@charter.net

(507) 884-1521

Merry Christmas!!  Run this contest to encourage 
our families to talk about the true meaning of 
Christmas!!  This is a program that will build the 
domestic church and strengthen our parishes.  It is 
easy to run, fun to judge, and even more fun to 
recognize the winners.  Councils can order the pro-
gram kit (#CPC-Kit) by calling (203)-752-4016 or 
visiting kofc.org/forms.  More details can be found 
there and in the December Online Supplement at 
mnknights.org.

Hopefully you already set an entry deadline of De-
cember 19.  Council judging should be completed 
by January to allow time for District judging if it is 
needed.  Remember to send in your KCIC partici-
pation form to Supreme after judging!

All winning posters must be sent to Program Chair-
man Jeff Bagniewski by February 1, 2017.  Send 
winning entries to:

State KCIC Chairman Jeff Bagniewski
3335 Marion Road SE
Rochester, MN 55904

Catholic Citizenship 
Essay Contest

ritter@bevcomm.net
(952) 758-9513 

This great contest is open to youth in 
grades 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12!!  

It’s time for local judging!!

Please submit your entry numbers to Supreme by Janu-
ary 1.  District and regional contest judging to be com-
pleted by the end of February.  Winning entries, with 
official entry forms attached, must be submitted to State 
Essay Contest Chairman Mark Ritter by March 1 for 
the State Contest!

Mark Ritter 
2215 Drexel Avenue

New Prague, MN 56071

Take pictures of the winners and promote the contest in 
the local papers, the bulletin and of course, your council 
newsletter and the Knightly News!!

Contest details can be found at www.kofc.org/essay.

This is a great program to engage young people in a 
way that gets them thinking about their faith and what it 
means in their lives!  Run the Catholic Citizenship essay 
contest in your council and your parish!  Winning an 
essay contest like this one is a great addition to any col-
lege applicant’s credentials, so be sure to point that out 
when you promote the program and when you present 
the winners!

Help Save Lives
Raise funds for an ultrasound machine!

Aren’t planning to place a machine in your immedi-
ate area, but want to help with the Ultrasound Initi-
ative in Minnesota?

Many councils have made contributions to the MN 
State Council Fund.  This fund provides councils 
who are getting close to their fundraising goal with 
up to $2500 per machine. 

Make checks payable to Minnesota Knights of Co-
lumbus with the memo line denoting MN Ultra-
sound Initiative.

Have extra funds from your Ultrasound Initiative 
Project?  Donate them to the fund to help place 

additional machines.  

Remember to be a source of continued support 
to your life care centers.

Give Your Council A 
Gift!

Recruit a Knight Before
Christmas

Always Keep a Form 100 Handy!
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2017 State Free Throw 
Contest Update

State Program Director & Interim State Free Throw 
Contest Chairman Bou Gazley

bou.gazley@gmail.com
(507) 721-3064

Now is the time for our councils, districts, and regions 
to organize Free Throw Contests.  You can find all the 
forms and the instruction book on the Supreme website.  
You can order a Free Throw Championship Kit (FT-
KIT) at kofc.org/forms or call the Department of Fra-
ternal Services at (203) 752-4270.  The instruction 
book has the rules, plus many ideas on getting set up, 
finding contacts, and holding the contests.  There are 
75 score sheet and entry forms in the kit; if you need 
more, you can make copies or order two or more kits.  

I hope you are lining up your contacts and reserving 
your location.  Remember that council contests must be 
done by the end of January, so district contests can be 
held by mid-February, and regional contests finished 
by late February.  The State Free Throw Contest will be 
held on April 1, 2017 at Cathedral High School in St. 
Cloud.  I encourage our councils, districts, and regions 
to communicate with each other on your contest dates 
so you can get even more young people participating 
and follow them all the way to St. Cloud for the State 
Contest.  Minnesota had three shooters with perfect 
scores and four international winners last year, and this 
year they could be from your council.

We will be distributing the medallions and trophies for 
the district and regional contests at the December Mid-
year Meeting.   

I am looking for someone to be the 2018 State Free 
Throw Chairman.  Conrad Meier has done a great job 
the last few years, but he has taken on new responsibili-
ties.  I am chairing it this year, but we need someone to 
step up and take on this role next year.  If you are inter-
ested, please let me know, and you can assist this year 
to work your way into it.  It is a great program! 

Brothers, this program is easy to achieve and not 
out of reach for even small councils!  NOW is the 
time to plan your event!  This program can help 
your council attract parish support and new 
Knights when you promote it!  When you take on 
this program, know that it is the kind of work 
many guys were thinking of when they joined 
the Knights — Helping Kids!  Let everyone 
know what you are doing, how desperate the need 
is, and how much you need their help.

Please contact Coats for Kids Chairman Patrick 
Farrelly at pfmaplegrove@aol.com or (763) 218-
3816 for fundraising and distribution ideas or with 
any questions you have.  More information and 
ideas can also be found at kofc.org, from talking 
to your district deputy, and in the Online Decem-
ber Supplement at mnknights.org

Building the Domestic 
Church: 

The Family Fully Alive
Go to http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/ to 

find links to ideas on how to grow your faith as a fami-
ly, family volunteering and project ideas, and ideas that 
your council can use to promote fraternity amongst its 

members and possibly attract new families to the 
Knights of Columbus.

Fill the Need!!!
Community Activities Director Joe George 

joe.george.9905@gmail.com
(651) 253-3112 

$150 doesn’t just buy someone in need a wheelchair; it 
gives them HOPE and FREEDOM. According to the 
statistics from the American Wheelchair Mission, each 
chair that’s donated affects at least 10 people. If 
you’ve not had a chance to watch one of the videos 
from the AWM, go to their website and check them 
out. Not only does it give them Hope and Freedom, 
but it gives them JOY like I have never seen before. I 
heard an acronym for JOY that I just love — J=Jesus 
O=Others Y=Yourself. Isn’t that how we are called to 
live? If everyone followed this simple rule, this world 
would be a better place.

I encourage all councils to consider having a Wheel-
chair Sunday at your parish. It really is easy. Chris 
Lewis and his team will come to your parish and speak 
at all masses. They take care of everything. If you 
would like details on how to get started, please contact 
me. 

Can you think of someone right here in Minnesota who 
could use a wheelchair? Maybe the chairs at the local 
nursing home need to be replaced. Or maybe you 
know someone who can’t leave their house because 
they have an injury or an illness. No matter what the 
situation is, we can help. Right here in Minnesota, we 
still have wheelchairs available in two sizes: 14” and 
18”. Please call me with questions on how to order or 
where to pick them up in Nevis or Lino Lakes.  The 
wheelchair order form can be in the Online December 
Supplement and on the mnknights.org website under 
forms. This form can be used for the Guatemalan 
wheelchairs and the Minnesota wheelchairs. Thanks 
you for all you do for the Knights.

Holy Family Icon 
Recognizing the vital role of families in the 
world, the Knights of Columbus has dedicat-
ed its 17th Order-wide Prayer Program to the 
Holy Family, to strengthen Catholic families 
and their prayer lives.  We have 5 Holy Fami-
ly Icons moving through our districts.  The 
remaining schedule is included in the Online 
December Supplement.

Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman 
Orville Fillbrandt

(952) 887-1218     (612) 751-2943
Orville@Fillbrandt.com

Use KC Napkins 
at Council Events 

Cases of 5400 napkins $125 
and Packages of 600 for $15 (plus shipping) 

Contact Brother Knight 
Ken Schoenfelder 

(320) 485-4448 
schoenfelderkk@tds.net

Partnership Profile Report with Special 
Olympics (#4584) Due January 31st!

All councils need to file this form with Supreme —
even if you have all zeros on it.  The money we receive 
from Supreme for Special Olympics in Minnesota is 
directly related to the number of forms they received 
from Minnesota councils.

Novena for Elected Officials
Most Holy Trinity: Our Father in Heaven, who 
chose Mary as the fairest of your daughters; 
Holy Spirit, who chose Mary as your Spouse; 
God the Son, who chose Mary as your Mother, 
in union with Mary we adore your majesty and 
acknowledge your supreme, eternal dominion 
and authority.

Most Holy Trinity, we put the United States of 
America into the hands of Mary Immaculate in 
order that she may present the country to you. 
Through her we wish to thank you for the great 
resources of this land and for the freedom 
which has been its heritage.

Through the intercession of Mary, have mercy 
on the Catholic Church in America. Grant us 
peace. Have mercy on our president and on all 
the officers of our government. Grant us a fruit-
ful economy, born of justice and charity. Have 
mercy on capital and industry and labor. Pro-
tect the family life of the nation. Guard the pre-
cious gift of many religious vocations. Through 
the intercession of our Mother, have mercy on 
the sick, the tempted, sinners – on all who are 
in need.

Mary, Immaculate Virgin, our Mother, Patron-
ess of our land, we praise you and honor you 
and give ourselves to you. Protect us from every 
harm. Pray for us, that acting always according 
to your will and the will of your divine Son, we 
may live and die pleasing to God. Amen.

Congratulations to the new 
Mankato College
Ladies Auxiliary!
Their officers were 

installed the same evening 
as the Mankato College 

Knights of Columbus Council Officers.

March for Life in 2017
Culture of Life Activities Director 

John Bowlin

The March for Life Program commemorates the 
anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s infa-
mous Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abor-
tion on demand on January 22, 1973.  There are 
national Marches for Life in virtually every coun-
try where our Order exists.  This year’s Washing-
ton D.C. March for Life will be held on January 
27, 2017.  Complete trip information is available 
at www.archspm.org.  Those who are not partici-
pating at our nation’s capital should make plans to 
participate with parishioners, friends, neighbors, 
and Brother Knights at a regional or local March 
for Life and walk together in prayer, to show sup-
port for God’s Gift of Life.  Knights can carry 
council banners and Knights of Columbus Defend 
Life posters, and wear jackets with the K of C 
emblem to show their solidarity with our bishops, 
priests, and church.  

Culture of Life programs like the March for Life 
are the very essence of being Catholic and a foun-
dation of our Order’s principles.  Defend Life
signs (#9341) can be ordered by emailing wil-
liam.obrien@kofc.org your name, address, coun-
cil number, telephone number, and the exact num-
ber of signs needed.  The March for Life is a fea-
tured program.  If your council meets the mini-
mum participation requirement of 100 marchers, 
it will fulfill all four activity requirements for the 
Culture of Life Activities Category on the Colum-
bian Award Application, SP-7.  Let your actions 
evangelize.



Dial a Knight 
Birthday Initiative 
Each Knight Receives a Call 

on His Birthday from his Grand Knight 
to Check In and

Wish Him Happy Birthday

Why?????

♦ Promotes Fraternity    

♦ Keeps Council Records Up-to-date

♦ Lets Each Brother Know How Important He is 
to Your Council

KNIGHTLY NEWS

Memoriam

Upon the death of a Brother Knight from 
your council, please send the following 
information.

1) Deceased Knight’s Name    
2) Date of Death 
3) Council Number              
4) Town his Council is in 
5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relationship, 

and Address
6) Indicate if he was a former DD, past 

State Officer, etc.

Send this information to:  
Fraternalism Director 

Randy Lindstrom
609 25th Ave SW 

Willmar, MN 56201 
mnkcfc@gmail.com or 

(320) 231-2584
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We invite you to join us for the 23rd Annual MN 
Knights of Columbus State Camping Weekend

~ Also known as the KC Camporee ~ 
August 25-27, 2017 

at the Pipestone RV Campground
in Pipestone MN

Go to: pipestonecampground.com 
for a look at the campground 

and general information. 

This is a wonderful event to enjoy nature and make new friends.  
There will be KC families from across the state who have been com-
ing for years and families coming for the first time.  This year we had 
29 families totaling 56 people.  There will be activities for the entire 
family to enjoy at next year's camporee, as well as plenty of free time.  
Join us for Stations of the Cross, Mass, bean bag and horseshoe tour-
naments, a catered meal, entertainment, and loads of fun.  The 
campground also offers a pool, mini-golf, a playground, and relaxing 
under a nice shade tree or by a campfire.  We welcome large and small 
campers, tents, or just visitors for the day.  Hotel options are available.  
Take time to tour the area.  Pipestone has a Museum and National 
Park to explore.  Details will be in 2017 Knightly News editions.  Go 
to the mnknights.org home page, hover over programs, then over fam-
ily activities, and click on state camping. Information will be updated
periodically, with registration next spring. 

Have you heard about the Knights of Columbus International 
Camping Week? 

It started in MN 48 years ago and has grown to include 7 states and 
Canada.  In 2016, we had 60 families, totaling 175 people attending.  
This little known family camping event is one of the best KC activities 
for the entire family to enjoy.  It is a week of planned activities, ca-
tered meals, fellowship, campfire stories, and time for touring in the 
area.  Join us August 4 - 11 at the Stoney Creek RV Resort in Osseo, 
WI.  Come in 2017 to check us out, come back in 2018 and bring your 
friends. 

Go to: http://www.kciccampers.weebly.com/ for more information or 
go to the mnknights.org home page, then hover over programs, then 
over family activities, and click KC International Camping.  Infor-
mation will be updated periodically, with registration next spring.  Go 
to: stoneycreekrvresort.com for a look at the campground and general 
information. 

Correction
Our profound apology and congratulations to 
Holdingford Council 9307 which was mistaken-
ly left off the list of councils who qualified for 
the Council Summer Sizzle Incentive.

They recruited 44.44% of their net membership 
quota and have received a check for $250 to use 
for charitable use.

A “Knight” Before Christmas
This coming Christmas, share the gift of

K of C membership with the Catholic men
of your parish and community

As we get closer to Christmas and New Year’s, don’t forget that your holiday celebrations are 
the perfect time to invite qualified men to join the Order.

To get prospects and their families interested in the Order, be sure to display Knights of Colum-
bus promotional materials, Columbia, Membership Documents (#100), recruitment fliers and 
other items of interest at every holiday event. You should also make it a point to schedule these 
events at a time convenient to the majority of your members — it won’t be a very effective wit-
ness to nonmembers or inactive members if your council members don’t turn up!

Finally, invite all prospects to attend a future council volunteer effort — such as working in a 
soup kitchen, collecting toys for needy children or volunteering at a Coats for Kids or Habitat 
for Humanity event. This will show prospects firsthand what the Knights of Columbus does for 
the Church and the community.

For more information on membership recruitment, go to kofc.org/membership.

Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity Due January 31st!
The Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728) measures each council’s success throughout the 
calendar year. The combined result of each council’s good works is a powerful testament of the 
charity that the Order, as a whole, provides to our parishes and communities.  Please be sure that 
your council is keeping track of the great work done in your parish and community and then re-
port that work to the Supreme Council Headquarters by January 31.

Also, ensure that your council is keeping accurate figures for the number of hours donated to 
charity.  For example, many councils report that they visited a nursing home for 1.5 hours on the 
survey.  However, if 10 people, including Knights and nonmembers who volunteer with the 
council, participated in that activity, the council should report 15 hours. Total hours for an activi-
ty is the number of hours multiplied by the number of people participating in the activity.

You can complete the survey electronically by visiting the Knights of Columbus website, 
kofc.org/forms

Deceased Members 
Are Listed In The 
Online December 

Supplement

Monthly Planning Items

*Talk to your pastor about ways your parish can “Keep 
Christ in Christmas” through Journey to the Inn: An 
Advent Celebration (#9898), parish crèche blessings, 
Christmas tree lightings and other family activities.

*Plan an advent evening of reflection, asking your 
chaplain to lead a Holy Hour and reflection. The reflec-
tion could be followed by a simple meal served by your 
council members in the parish hall.

*Order Consecration to the Holy Family prayer cards 
(#10371) for your parish and share them with your pas-
tor, asking whether the entire parish could make the 
consecration during the Christmas season.

Spread the Light of Christ
Knights and their families are invited to help spread the light of Christ by joining the Order’s 
annual tree-lighting celebration.  Councils are asked to light a Nativity scene and/or Christmas 
tree on Dec. 6 at 8 p.m. local time. This celebration is a wonderful way to celebrate with brother 
Knights, family and friends. A poster (#2757) is available from the Supreme Council Supply 
Department to help promote your council’s event. For details, visit kofc.org.

Domestic Church Programs

Into the Breach is a reflective guide to help launch a new spiritu-
al men's program in your parish. Our Minnesota Bishops and District 
Deputies have all received copies of this booklet, and your council 
will receive a copy soon. Please talk to your pastor about running 
this discussion group program for all the men of your parish. This 
program counts as a Domestic Church program on your SP-7.

Remember, the 5th Sunday program also counts as a Domestic 
Church program on your SP-7 each time you hold one.

You need 4 Domestic Church programs on this year's SP-7. If you 
are running any other program you think should qualify under Do-
mestic Church, please contact State Program Director Bou Gazley so 
he can get it approved by Supreme. Additional copies of Into the 
Breach may be ordered through Knights Gear.

Pray For 
Vocations



Father Michael J. McGivney Guild  
Please join the Father McGivney Guild and support his 

cause for canonization.  
To sign up, please visit 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/

or send your name and address to:  
The Father McGivney Guild

1 Columbus Plaza
New Haven, CT 06510
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Degree Schedule
Check State Website for more dates & details!

Date Location 1st Degree 2nd Degree 3rd Degree Host DD Phone #

01/21/17 Faithful Shepherd/Eagan          9:00 a.m. 10:15 a.m. South Metro Dan Hindes 612-237-4794
01/28/17 St. Vincent/Br. Park 9:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. NC Region Bill Peloquin 763-221-7815
03/18/17 St. Phillip’s/Bemidji 9:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. Dan Shea 218-760-6616
03/25/17 St. Peter’s/N. St. Paul 9:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. West Metro Jeff Schmidt 651-368-1699

God’s Gift of Life to Us
Culture of Life Activities Director – John Bowlin

Congratulations to Kenneth Sims of Immaculate Heart of Mary Moorhead Council 4463 for his winning entry in our August contest.  His suggested name for our new Culture of 
Life program is “God’s Gift of Life.”  In talking with Brother Kenneth, it was clear to him that the new name acknowledges why we are called as Knights to defend life. The 
phrase “God’s Gift of Life” embraces a fundamental truth of our Catholic faith, that God alone is the source of all life.  His council is preparing for a 40 hour prayer vigil at the 
abortion clinic across the river in Fargo.  Thank You, Brother Kenneth for your entry.  

Every year on July 1, the MN Department of Health releases an extensive range of data regarding, what they refer to as “induced abortions” across the state.  The data shows 
startling trends and some good news.  Good news: after a marked increase in 2014, recorded abortions fell to the lowest level since tracking began.  The 9,861 recorded abortions 
in 2015 reflect a 31% decrease in abortions overall in Minnesota since 2000.  However, 2015 also marked a different milestone for our state: for the first time since tracking be-
gan in 2000, recorded abortions pushed over the 200,000 mark (201,051).  It is estimated that Minnesota has lost more than 500,000 lives to abortion since the legalization in 
1973’s Roe v Wade decision.  Despite the decrease in recorded abortions for 2015, some startling trends are also apparent when comparing the data to all other years for which 
the state now has records:

Planned Parenthood now facilitates more abortions than all other abortion providers in the state combined – all through one location. In 2000, Planned Parenthood 
reported providing 2,450 abortions through its multiple locations, or just 17% of all abortions in the state.  In 2015, the number had grown to 5,048 abortions (51% of all Minne-
sota abortions), all facilitated through one, consolidated location.  While abortions overall in the state have dropped by 31% since 2000, Planned Parenthood’s abortion business 
has more than doubled during the same time period.  The MDH data shows that Planned Parenthood is now far and away the leading provider of abortions in Minnesota.  In 
2010, Planned Parenthood consolidated their statewide abortion business and has been facilitating all of its surgical and non-surgical abortions through only one facility in Min-
nesota: Vandalia and University Avenue in the Midway area of St. Paul. 

Incidence of abortion continues to occur overwhelmingly in the Twin Cities. Continuing the trend since 2000, 83%  of all Minnesota residents who got an abor tion in 
2015 resided in what is defined as the Twin Cities Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).

Since opening in October 2015, Abria Pregnancy Resources has had significant impact by moving to their strategic location at University and Vandalia.  At this location, they are 
able to offer alternatives to abortion just steps from the state’s largest abortion clinic.  Abria’s impact is getting noticed by the other side.  This June, vandals taped some vulgar 
and threatening signs on their windows after the recent Supreme Court ruling.  Abria, with two ultrasound machines obtained through our K of C Ultrasound Initiative, has 
served more than 1200 clients, resulting in hundreds of lives being saved and hearts changed.  These clients have now been introduced to a life of love and hope for the future 
shared though the personal support services offered by the Abria Pregnancy Resources staff.  We joyfully embrace God’s Gift of Life.  God is with us; His gift of life will prevail.  

One of the Easiest Programs 
your council can run is the

Family of the Month 
Program

Form 1993A is on Supreme’s website at kofc.org

Complete it online or mail it in

Supreme draws 100 Winners from each month’s 
submissions

Honor Your Council’s Families and show them their 
dedication and the example they set is greatly

appreciated

Choose a Family of the Year from your Families of 
the Month!  

Use this as a Council Program or a Family Program 
on Form SP-7

On Par for Star
Do you have a First Degree scheduled for 

each month, so when you have a prospective 
member, you can tell him when the degree 

will be held?

He shouldn’t have to wait long -- we want him to 
feel welcome and wanted.

Need help with recruitment?  
Contact your District Deputy or 

State Membership Director Conrad Meier.  
They will see you get the assistance you request.  

Want new program ideas?  
Contact your District Deputy 

or State Program Director Bou Gazley.  
They will be glad to assist you.  

Your success is their first priority.

Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars!
You may be amazed by what you and your 
council can accomplish as you strive to do 

God’s work here on earth!  Vivat Jesus!

Special Olympics 
2016 State Bowling

Special Olympics Co-Chairman Dan Irvin
danirvin13@yahoo.com

(612) 618-4698

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to make this year 
such a wonderful experience for the almost 3,000 Special 
Olympics Bowling Athletes.

Haven’t volunteered before?  Do so next year.  It is a won-
derful and rewarding experience. 

Changes are coming to next year’s State 
Bowling Tournament.  

We will be having 2017 State Bowling Tournaments at 
7 locations throughout the state of Minnesota.  This will 
allow even more athletes to participate, but we will need 
even more volunteers to make these events successful.  

State Bowling will occur during the timeframe of Novem-
ber 9 - 12, 2017.  Mark you calendars now, so you and 

your council can help out at these events.  Watch for more 
details in our upcoming editions of the Knightly News.

Check out some of the photos from the State 
Bowling Weekend in the Online December Sup-

plement at mnknights.org 

Volunteer Today!!!!

Supreme Hotline for FS Help

Call 
203-800-4955

OR email
ExpertFS@KofC.org

They can help financial secretaries with any questions 
regarding Member Management 

or Member Billing

All checks should be made out 
to:

Minnesota Knights of Columbus

Don’t Miss the Next Webinar:  “Connecting Mission to Council”

Whether you’re an officer or a member, you are invited to join the Department of Fraternal Mission for a special live video webinar on “Connecting Mission to Council: The 
Importance of the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728).”

The training will take place on Wednesday, Dec. 14, at 2 p.m. EST. For details on how to register, visit koc.org/webinar. Registered members will receive a link to the webi-
nar. On the day of the webinar, simply open the confirmation email, click on the webcast link and enjoy the webinar from the comfort of your home. Members who are not 
available to participate should still register; they will be able to watch the video at their convenience any time after the initial viewing date.

If you have questions regarding this event, please email gary.nolan@kofc.org or call 203-752-4270. If calling, choose option 3.



Insurance Corner
If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding  Knights of Columbus 
insurance, please contact our general 
agents:

East Central & NE MN
Jim Szczech, General Agent 
2 Second Ave S, Suite 145 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Office: 320-252-7173
Cell: 320-339-2848
Fax: 320-252-7179
Jim.Szczech@kofc.org
www.centralmnkofc.org

Metro Area 
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent 
1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
Office: 952-686-7720
Fax: 952-388-0851
Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org
www.twincitieskofc.org

Western Minnesota 
David Goedtke, General Agent
12 South Marshall Ave 
Springfield, MN 56087 
Office: 507-723-3360
David.Goedke@kofc.org

Southern Minnesota
Luke Rennie, General Agent 
Mail: PO Box 1067 
Location: 135 West Main St, Suite 2
Owatonna, MN 55060 
Office: 507-417-4169
Luke.Rennie@kofc.org
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St. Michael Medals 
Do you have a family member or friend serving 

in the military?  

You can request a St. Michael Medal 
to be sent to them from our State Chaplain.

There is no cost to you or the military service 
person.  The military person does not need to be 
a man, a Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.  

Send the name of the person in the military, their 
rank, branch of service, and address to State 
Chaplain Fr. Raul, and he will send the medal 
(and a prayer book if requested) directly to the 
serviceman/woman.  

Please email your requests to: 
statechaplain@mnknights.org 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families 
are very important to our 
military men and women.  

Continue to pray for them and their safety. 
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Are You Ready for Retirement?
“When should I start planning for retire-
ment?” Um, right now would be good. It’s never 
too early or too late.  There is even a thing called 
post retirement planning.  Have you thought about 
it? If you’re 30 years away, 5 years away, next 
year, or in retirement now, there are a lot of things 
to think about. The Knights of Columbus can help! 

Here are some things to think about.  Back in the 
day when Baby Boomers were starting in the work-
force, most people’s retirement lasted 10 
years. Today, the same Baby Boomers are expect-
ing to be in retirement for 20 to 30 years, with you 
young Millennials expecting to be 30+ years in 
retirement. Wow! Let’s look at some things to 
think about. 
· More years in retirement means less federal 

support and more reliance on personal assets
· In retirement, most people will live on a fixed 

income but will not have fixed expenses
· Possibly higher taxes 
· Possibly higher health costs 
· Possibly higher inflation 
· Possibly higher cost of living 
· Long term care expenses, average cost in 2014 

was about $84,000 a year

Lots to think about and plan for, right? The 
Knights have planning guides (as well as your 
agent) that may be able to help. Our Profiles and 
Forecaster program can take a look at where you’re 
at now and where you want to be in retirement, and 
our Personal Planning Workbook can help with 
planning things when your time to pass has 
come. Both are part of the benefits of member-
ship. Give your agent a call today to find out more. 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD KNIGHTS
The Knights of Columbus are looking for good men 

to work full time as field agents in various areas 
throughout Minnesota.  Our Mission is to serve our 
Brother Knights and their families and continue the 

legacy of Father McGivney. If you or someone 
you know would like to find out more about 

working with the Knights of Columbus and see 
if there is an opening in your area, give your 

General Agent a call.

Collect Pop Tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House

Collecting pop tabs is a simple and easy program for 
your council to participate in.  We hope your collec-
tions are going well.  At the Midyear Meeting, your 
district deputy will be receiving collection boxes for 
your use.

Currently, there are five Ronald McDonald Houses in 
Minnesota — one located in Rochester at the Mayo 
Clinic and the other four in the Twin Cities.  These 
houses provide a comfortable and caring home-away-
from-home that keeps families together and reduces 
stress during a child’s serious illness.  This includes 
providing home-cooked dinners every night, family-
friendly activities, private rooms, accredited K-12 
schooling, and much more.

Þ Continue to collect tabs throughout the year
Þ Bring them to the 2017 State Convention
Þ Council with highest weight per member wins

More program details and collection ideas can be 
found in the Online December Supplement at 

mnknights.org

Substance Abuse 
Awareness Poster Contest

Chairman Mark Ritter
ritter@bevcomm.net

(952) 758-9513

If you have a partnership with your local police 
from Coats for Kids, you may get more participa-
tion in this great program through their DARE 
officers!  Run this contest promoting healthy and 
safe choices and awareness to help build the do-
mestic church.  Once again, you will provide par-
ents opportunities to talk with their children about 
drugs and alcohol.  Order your kit now! 

Contest entrants compete in ONE of 4 groups: 
Alcohol ages 8 through 11 Alcohol ages 12 
through 14 Drugs ages 8 through 11 Drugs ages 
12 through 14

Each competition many have one winning entry 
from each age category.

Knights of Columbus Substance Abuse Aware-
ness Poster Contest Kits contain all the materials 
needed to participate in the contest and can be 
ordered on the Supreme website or from the De-
partment of Fraternal Services by calling (203) 
752-4625. 

Engage your local Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Co-
lumbian Squires, and your parish faith formation 
team!  Offer the contest to your parish at large! 

Councils should have everything in place to run 
their contest in January.  Council and District 
judging should be completed so all winning en-
tries with their official entry forms arrive by 
March 1, 2017 to:

Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest 
Chairman Mark Ritter
25215 Drexel Avenue 

New Prague, MN 56071

More details about this program can be found at 
kofc.org, from talking to your district deputy, and 
in the Online December Supplement at 
mnknights.org

MN Councils Share Your 
Local Newsworthy Events 

The Supreme Council is always looking for news 
from local councils.  After all, local councils pro-
vide much of the good work of the Order.  Supreme 
provides a fill in the blank form at:  

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/knightsinaction/kia_news.html

Also send your pictures and articles to 
bobpenas@broadband-mn.com

We’d like to include news from your council in the 
Knightly News.  Send us your articles and pictures, 
so your council can be featured, and you can inspire 

others with your projects and activities.  

Submit articles to your local paper.  It is often 
said that, “The Knights of Columbus is one of the 
best kept secrets out there.”  If men don’t know the 
good that we do, why would they want to join us 
and support our work?  We don’t need to brag, but 
we need to keep the community informed through 
articles in our local papers and church bulletins and 
by being visible as a positive presence in our       
communities as Knights of Columbus.  

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year—2017

Good Things Come to Good People.

That’s You Brother Knights & Families!

Supreme Incentives

RECRUITERS 
Recruit 3 new or former members between October 1, 
2016 and December 31, 2016 and receive 3,000 additional 
VIP points. For every member recruited over the 3 the 
recruiter will receive an additional 1,500 points. 

COUNCILS
Because we want every council to win this prize and dis-
play it in your council hall, recruit at least one new mem-
ber between October 1, 2016 and December 31, 2016 and 
receive an unframed portrait of St. Theresa of Calcutta. 

DISTRICT DEPUTIES 
By December 31, 2016, if all your active councils have 
recruited at least one new member, you will receive an 
unframed portrait of St. Theresa of Calcutta. 


