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March is Church Membership Drive month. 

Details were sent weeks ago to help you plan 

the March 13-14 weekend for your Church Drive.  You 

should have your plan in place, as well a planned 1st Degree 

within your council chambers to welcome these new Catho-

lic men into the Order.  We are looking for a few good 

Catholic men and need your help to find and ask them to 

join the Order. 

 

Did you see all the incentives that Supreme and your State 

Council are offering?  They offer VIP Points to select any 

item you wish from the KC catalog.  Pool your points to-

gether to get a new set of jewels, a new American or even a 

Vatican Flag.  So many options!  I love the per Capita credit 

for your council when you achieve Star Council … for every 

member in your council, you receive a Supreme credit equal 

to $4.50 each.  That will translate into a serious credit on 

your account!! 

 

Member Management has recently gone through an update.  

Records are now being processed between 2 different sys-

tems to eliminate potential error.  This brings us to a new 

stage in Minnesota as well.  If your council is not using 

Member Management, then I would immediately direct your 

Financial Secretary to make the move and begin to use it.  

Some of the improvements include roster updating online, 

membership transfer made easy, etc.  Guys, we need to get 

into the system, and even if there is resistance to change, 

which I understand, it needs to be done for accuracy and 

timing issues alone, let alone record keeping so that Su-

preme and council records match.  Let’s get it in place by 

July 1 of this year! 

 

Supreme has been holding web-based training every month 

for the past few months.  From the comfort of your chair, 

you can gain a ton of knowledge about the Order and why 

we do things at the council level.  Each of these sessions is 

recorded for you to access after the day of presentation, so if 

your schedule does not allow for you to attend during the 

live presentation, you have access to the material afterwards.  

Go to: http://www.kofc.org/en/membership/membership-

webinar/  Your State Council fully supports these training 

sessions, and I personally have picked up a couple of new 

ideas by attending.  I encourage you to spend some time 

with them too. 

 

Our State Convention is only a few months away.  Please 

plan on sending both your allowed delegates to this once a 

year meeting of our State Council.  This year will have a full 

slate of officers running in addition to a number of important 

decisions.  Details on the training, the 3 days of convention, 

and other important information is contained in this edition.  

I am looking forward to seeing you in St. Cloud May 13-15, 

2016. 

Be Part of the Celebration 
State Chaplain Fr. Raul Perez-Cobo 

statechaplain@mnkights.org      

(218) 647-8392 

The third weekend of March, we start the  

celebration of Holy Week, a time for us to  

focus intensely on the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Church asks us to prepare ourselves for forty days with 

prayer, fasting, and almsgiving for the great historical event 

when Jesus Christ conquered death.  Death no longer has 

power over us.  

 

By walking through the Easter Triduum (Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil), we get a glimpse of how 

those events (the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, the death of 

Our Lord, and the empty tomb) took place; we see how His 

closest friends, who spent days and nights together with Him 

for three years, who said they were going to give up their 

lives for Him, denied Him, left Him by Himself hanging on 

the cross, but Jesus Christ continued being faithful to them 

and called them back to preach the Good News.  The rest of 

the Easter Season, we will be delighted with the post resur-

rection narratives.  We will see how those who were in dis-

tress, now filled with the Holy Spirit, go and become ambas-

sadors of the Risen Lord! 

 

Personally, I truly enjoy these celebrations as I get older.  I 

think our personal story is put in our face here.  There are 

many times we feel we can give our lives for the Lord, to 

serve those in need, to proclaim the Good News, but, in one 

way or another, we get off track and allow our human condi-

tion to cause us to lose our focus.  The truth is, using the 

words of Jesus to the two disciples in the way to Emmaus, 

“How foolish [we] are.” (Lk. 24:25)  Through the accounts 

in Holy Scripture and faith, we know the story; we know 

that He is among us, and we are called to allow the Good 

News to take root in our hearts, so whatever we say and do, 

we reflect the greater love Christ has for us, giving His own 

life for our salvation. 

 

My dearest friends, I encourage you to take advantage of 

being part of the Easter Triduum celebration, especially on 

this Jubilee of Mercy.  It is ONE celebration that starts on 

Holy Thursday and end with the Easter Vigil.  May we be 

able to echo the words of St. Paul, “My old self has been 

crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me.  So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal. 

2:20)  Vivat Jesus!!! 

Future State 

Convention Bids 

 
Councils and/or Districts 

wishing to host a KC State 

Convention May 18-20, 

2018 or May 17-19, 2019, 

please contact the State Of-

fice for Convention Hosting 

Guidelines.  We look for-

ward to hearing from you 

and working with you. 

 

Happy Easter 

Brother Knights & 

Families 

http://www.kofc.org/en/membership/membership-webinar/
http://www.kofc.org/en/membership/membership-webinar/


Future Meetings & Events 

March 12-13, 2016—Orderwide Church Drive 

March 14-20, 2016—Orderwide First Degree 

Week 

March 20, 2016—Palm Sunday 

March 27, 2016—Easter 

March 29, 2016—Founder’s Day 

April 1, 2016—End of Year Reports due to State 

Program Director 
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During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis 

has asked the church to “…place the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation at the centre once more in such a 

way that it will enable people to touch the grandeur 

o f  Go d’ s  me r c y  w i t h  t he i r  o wn 

hands.” (Misericordiae Vultus 17)   

 

In his chapter entitled Confession, popular author 

Matthew Kelly begins by telling the self-

improvement stories of two sports legends.  When 

Michael Jordan did not make his high school bas-

ketball team, he asked the coach for the reason.  He 

cited his poor free throw percentage.  Jordan made 

five hundred free throws each day to practice, and 

he earned a place on the team.  In college, he rec-

ognized that he had a weakness in his fade away 

jump shot, so he practiced until it became his best 

shot.  Likewise, after Tiger Woods had decisively 

won the Masters, he took time off to fix a flaw in 

his swing.  Kelly asks, “When was the last time 

you identified a weakness in any area of your life 

and then systematically set about eradicating 

it?” (Rediscovering Catholicism p. 150)   

 

Our Sacrament of Reconciliation is all about identi-

fying our weaknesses so as to transform them into 

strengths.  Kelly writes, “Great men and women 

want to know their weaknesses.  They see those 

weaknesses as the key to a richer, more abundant 

future.” (RC p. 151)     

 

Our Lenten journey leads to the renewal of our 

baptismal promises, to rejecting sin and reaffirming 

our faith in the triune God.  Conversion from sin 

helps us to grow in holiness.  Celebrating the sacra-

ment of Reconciliation is a gift the Church offers 

us.  In a sense, we have a coach ready to encourage 

us to leave behind habits that do us harm and to 

embrace God’s mercy and strength.  The new life 

of holiness is our goal.  God wants to help us, but 

we need to do our part taking that first step to a 

new life.  Why not celebrate Reconciliation regu-

larly to touch God’s mercy with your own hands? 

The Joy of the Season 
State Secretary Bob Penas 

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com      

(320) 327-2122 

 

It’s time to take a stand!  Do  

you care about the Order, your council, and the 

guys in your council?  Do you believe in the three 

principles: Charity, Unity, and Fraternity?  Or is 

this just another slogan? 

 

As of February 1st, we still have over 140 councils 

that have not recruited a single member this year.  

This means your council is stagnant or dying.  It 

needs to grow to sustain itself.  Brother knights are 

passing away; who is going to replace them?  With-

out growth, we’ll become, one day, just another 

fraternal organization that “use to be” strong and 

had a presence in the community.  Elks and Moose 

are just about kaput, Lions are struggling, and the 

VFW’s and American Legions are closing their 

doors because there are no new members to take on 

leadership roles.  The KC’s are next. 

 

March is a strong recruiting month.  Councils have 

breakfasts and fish fries.  There should be guys out 

there shaking hands and passing out literature; they 

should NOT be standing behind a table.  Don’t try 

and sign them up that night; all you want is a name 

and phone number.  Contact them later that week.  

You don’t need a pulpit announcement to get your 

message across.  What you need is members deter-

mined to make their council flourish; what we need 

is YOU to ask someone to join.  It’s really that 

easy.  Yes, you will get some “No, not now’s.”  But 

you will find that there are some individuals who 

would just love to join in with this group of guys.  

We have do away with excuses on why we can’t do 

it.  Once again, do you care about the Order, your 

council, and the guys in your council?  If so, it is 

time to take a stand and do something about it!  

Vivat Jesus! 

To Touch God’s 

Mercy with Your 

Own Hands 
Associate State Chaplain  

Father Jeff Horejsi Growing up, it seemed that Lent was 

viewed as a chore; something we 

needed to get through to reach Easter joy.  I am so 

happy that the view today has changed, and Lent is 

an opportunity; something that will change our hab-

its and our lives for the better.  It is a time to get our 

priorities in order and give up the “things” we are 

too attached to so there is room in our lives for truly 

important things.  Prayer is a big part of this change 

as we work to improve our relationship with God 

and by extension, our relationship with others in our 

community and the world. 

 

As we seek to discipline our appetites and orient our 

hearts to put God first, we will be filled with a de-

sire to help others and improve the world around us.  

We, as Knights, are fortunate to already have the 

structure in place to find ways to help others and do 

God’s work here on earth.  I encourage you to offer 

this gift to other Catholic men and invite them to 

join us in our work. 

 

May you be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit as 

you journey through Lent, and may you experience 

the joy of this season!  Vivat Jesus! 

Time to Take a 

Stand 
State Treasurer Marc Peters      

statet@mnknights.org      

(651) 482-8771      

MN Knights Foundation Update 

on the 2015-16 State Raffle  
Foundation Treasurer Rick Morgan 

rickmorgan53@gmail.com 

 

It is early March, and many councils that sent tick-

ets and money back to the Foundation already have 

their 50% refund checks.   

 

Financial Secretaries: Please send back all un-

used tickets.  This is the first year we have run out 

of tickets at our office.  More and more councils 

are seeing this raffle as an excellent fundraiser and 

are asking to sell tickets at their various events and 

activities.  

 

To keep this raffle season going smoothly, please 

remember the following: 

 Never staple tickets to a check 

 Bundle raffle tickets separately from checks 

 Don’t send cash; we prefer 1 council check 

 We must have tickets and money turned into 

our office by May 1, 2016 to process and in-

clude in the State Raffle held during the State 

KC Convention 

 

Good luck with this year’s raffle!  

Order-wide Church Drive 
March 12-13, 2016 

 

During the weekend of March 12-13, 2016, coun-

cils should participate in the Order-wide Church 

Drive.  Councils should begin preparing for the 

drive by meeting with the pastor(s) of the parish

(es) they serve to ask permission to conduct a 

membership drive at all masses that weekend.  For 

a successful drive, the council should:  

 Submit a bulletin announcement for the drive 

during the two weeks leading up to the church 

drive.  

 During the weekend of the drive, post teams of 

brother knights at the entries of the church to 

hand out informational flyers on their council 

and Prospect Cards (#921A).   

 

For complete information on how to conduct a suc-

cessful church drive, consult the Membership Re-

cruitment and Retention Manual (#10237) and re-

view materials previously sent. 

 
Minnesota State 

Free Throw 

 

At this time, the Regional Free Throws are in full 

swing.  I want to thank all my brother knights who 

make the Minnesota State Free Throw possible.  

They support youth by providing the opportunity to 

compete.  Every year, parents call me to find a lo-

cation for their son or daughter to participate, I 

reach out to the district deputies and councils, and 

usually we are able to find a free throw near them. 

 

The regional coordinators have the State Free 

Throw information, and it is available on the State 

website.  Bishop Kettler cannot make the opening 

blessing, but he will join us for pizza after the com-

petition.  So, if you want to volunteer to help at the 

State Free Throw, you will be having a pizza lunch 

with Bishop Kettler. 

 

I am still looking for someone to co-chair the 2017 

State Free Throw, to learn the position, and take 

charge in 2018.  You could shadow me at the State 

Free Throw on April 2, 2016 at Cathedral High 

School in St. Cloud to learn more about the job.  If 

you are a person who likes working with our youth 

and have good organizational and personal com-

puter skills, this could be a good position for you. 

 

MN State Free Throw Chairman Conrad Meier 

1430 Northway Place 

St. Cloud, MN  56303 

Cell phone:  (320) 260-6945 

Home phone:  (320) 259-5169 

Email:  cmeier2@chartermi.net 

 Attention:  Grand Knights 
End of Year report forms can be found on the 

State KC Website at: www.mnknights.org and 

then click on forms.  They have NOT been 

mailed out.  You may file them electronically or 

print them and mail them to the State Program 

Director.  These forms are due no later than April 

1, 2016.  Contact Dan DeCrans, State Program 

Director with any questions at 218-255-1125 

mailto:rickmorgan53@gmail.com
mailto:cmeier2@chartermi.net
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State Warden  

Update 
State Warden Dave Whatmuff 

statewarden@mnknights.org      

(763) 772-2997 

I’m writing this in the first  

week of Lent, with ashes (or at least the memory 

of them) still on my head.  “Remember, you are 

dust, and to dust you will return.”  We often take 

Lent to be an “ordeal” to be endured while we 

wait for Easter … a 6-week jail term, glumly look-

ing forward to our “release” on March 25th.  We 

try to “give up” something during this period to 

imitate our Lord’s 40 days of fasting in the desert.  

We try to make additional contributions to charity, 

or works of charity over and above what we nor-

mally do.  We try to commit ourselves to more 

frequent prayer, perhaps a daily rosary.  These are 

the three “pillars of Lent,” and they are all good 

things … but we should realize that they are not a 

“sentence” imposed on us by the highest court, or 

we won’t get much benefit from them.  Lent is a 

time of preparation, a time when we can pause and 

take a deep breath and a close look at our lives to 

see what needs changing.  If we can do this, we 

can find joy in this process of growing closer to 

God, so that the anticipation of the joy and wonder 

of Easter will make it so much more joyful and 

wonderful when it comes.  Vivat Jesus! 

What Do You Have Planned? 
State Program Director Dan DeCrans 

dssdec@msn.com     (218) 255-1125 

 

Brother Knights, with the State Convention coming 

up in a couple of months, it is time to put the final 

touches on your program reports for this year.  Sub-

missions for State Competitive and Non-competitive 

Awards are due April 1st.  If your council does not 

have the submission forms, they are on the State 

website under the Forms tab.  Webmaster John 

Magnoski has modified all the forms so they can be 

filled out online to make it easier for you to fill them 

out, print them, and then send them to me.  

 

This is also a time for you to take stock in what pro-

grams you have already completed and how many 

more you need in the six different activity categories 

for the Columbian Award (due at Supreme by June 

30th).  There are a lot of simple activities that your 

council can do.  For example, a simple Community 

Activity this election year is saying the rosary for 

the election of good candidates for public office.  If 

you need ideas for more programs, please contact 

me, and I will help you out. 

 

Another program coming up in March is the Wheel-

chair Sunday in Bemidji on Saturday and Sunday 

the 12th and 13th.  Chris Lewis will be at all the 

masses that weekend, so if you can make it to 

Bemidji, come and see how the Wheelchair Sunday 

is done.  Then your council can plan one, too. 

 

March is also Food Shelf Month.  Raise funds and 

collect food for your local food shelf, and send in 

for the rebate from Supreme. 

 

Start filling out your SP-7 Columbian Award Appli-

cation now, and if you need help with it in any way, 

please contact me, and I will help you with it.  Vivat 

Jesus! 

Welcome Council 16316! 
State Membership Director George Sonnen 

gsonnen@historybound.com     (651) 247-4780 

 

On Sunday, February 7, 2016 in Worthington, MN, 

the officers of our newest Minnesota Council 

16316 were installed.  This is the 5th Hispanic 

Council to be formed in Minnesota.  We welcome 

this great group of men into the Order. 

 

This council chose the name San Toribio Romo 

Gonzalez.  San Toribio is a Mexican martyr priest 

who died in the Cristero War in Mexico in 

1928.  He is the Patron Saint of Immigrants.  He is 

an icon for the hope of food, water, and safety. 

 

On February 12th and 13th, the State Council held 

a special training session for all of Hispanic Coun-

cils.  This included officer and financial secretary 

training.  We were assisted by Supreme VP of His-

panic Development Javier Martinez.  The entire 

training and meetings were held in Spanish.  A 

thank you to all of the State Officers who helped 

put on this valuable training.  Vivat Jesus! 

State Convention Update 
 

The  City of St. Cloud in Granite Country invites 

you to join us for the State Convention on May 13-

15.  The convention weekend activities will be held 

at the River's Edge Convention Center and the Best 

Western Kelly Inn, located downtown on the west 

bank of the Mississippi River.  

 

Registration forms and information are available on 

the following websites: 

 

St. Cloud Area Knights website:  

centralmnkofc.org — on the front page, or the 

Home tab has drop down selections for the 2016 

State Convention.  

 

State Council website:   

mnknights.org — click on the Forms tab and 

scroll down to 2016 State Convention registration.   

 

If you are attending the convention, here is a re-

minder of items that should be taken care of: 

1) All Attendees - fill out a convention registra-

tion form and send it to Convention Chairman 

Gary Maus ~ 21997 County Road 141 ~ Kim-

ball MN 55353 

2) Council Delegates - your council will receive 

delegate credentials from the State Council; 

these need to filled out and sent to State Secre-

tary Bob Penas ~ PO Box 271 ~ Silver Lake 

MN 55381 

3) If you are staying at the hotel, contact the hotel 

and make your room reservation. Reserve a 

hotel room by April 15th by calling the Best 

Western Kelly Inn at 320-253-0606. After that 

date, rooms may not be available.   

  

On Friday evening, plan to join us for an event that 

will feature a band and a silent auction to benefit 

the Minnesota Knights of Columbus Student Loan 

Fund.  

 

If you plan to attend the Ladies activity, please reg-

ister.  There is no charge, but we still need to know 

how many will be attending.  Free will offerings at 

the activity will benefit Birthline, a St. Cloud area 

crisis pregnancy and prolife center.   

 

All the meals for the weekend are sit down, plated 

style.  Please plan to be seated at the time listed for 

each meal.   

  

Individuals or groups wishing to be exhibitors at 

the convention should send a request to Convention 

Chairman Gary Maus ~ 21997 County Road 141 ~ 

Kimball MN 55353 or email luxmaus@gmail.com 

or call 320-296-6604 
 Congratulations to these Minnesota Families who 

were winners in Supreme’s Family of the Month 

drawing! 

 

November Family of Scott & Susan Messner  

of Eagan Council 7604 

 

December Family of Michael & Ann Boyer  

of Silver Lake Council 1841 

 

December Family of John & Kathy Irvin  

of Brooklyn Park Council 13001 

 

Thank you to these councils for submitting names 

of family of the month participants to this contest. 

 

November: 1841, 3827, 5296, 7604, 9261, 14616 

 

December: 1841, 3827, 4374, 5296, 8253, 9261, 

9905, 13001, 13359, 14616 

 

To participate, complete Form 1993A on  

Supreme’s website at kofc.org  

Congratulations to the Winners  

in the MN Nov.-Jan. Membership  
Incentive!!!! 

  
A chart with all the details of councils with new 

members in November through January (and how 

many) is in the March Online Supplement.  All 

councils who added 50%, 75%, or 100% of their 

annual quota during that 3 month period received 

the corresponding awards.  Congratulations to these 

16 councils and 2 districts and to all councils and 

districts that have added new members to the Order 

this fraternal year.  Keep up the good work ! 

 

Montgomery Council 1573 50%     $100 

Worthington Council 2757 60%     $100 

Silver Bay Council 4469       150%     $250 

Madison Council 6503            50%      $100 

Lindstrom Council 7750          75%     $150 

Frazee Council 12581  50%     $100 

Cambridge Council 12813    125%     $250 

Hackensack/Walker Council 13144-50% -$100 

Maple Grove Council 13359 50%      $100 

St. Anthony Council 14832 50%      $100 

Ramsey Council 14984 60%     $100 

Taylor Falls Council 15227 50%     $100 

Nevis/Laporte Council 15807 50%     $100 

Long Prairie Council 16194  150%     $250 

St. Paul Council 16198          150%     $250 

Lonsdale Council 16225  75%      $150 

DD42 Robert Mathewson  66.67%   $100 

DD62 Emeterio Leon           118.18%    $250 

       22nd MN KC  

         Camporee 
The 22nd Annual MN Knights 

 of Columbus Camping week- 

end is going to Grand Marais MN August 26-28, 

2016 — It’s not too early to make your reservations 

for this year’s "Camporee"  in beautiful Grand 

Marais Minnesota, at the Grand Marais City Camp-

ground.  The Grand Marais City Campground is 

located on Lake Superior and Grand Marais Har-

bor. 

 

The Campsites with full hook up are $38 (water-

electric are $35) plus tax and reservation fee.  

There is a $7 non-refundable reservation fee and a 

$25 deposit at time of reservation that is applied to 

the site.   

 

More information can be found in the March Sup-

plement. 

javascript:void(0)
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Lenten Prolife Events 
Culture of Life Activities Director John Bowlin    

saljohn67@q.com     (651) 483-1877 

    

Annual Good Friday Prayer Vigil - March 25, 

2016 
At Mega-Planned Parenthood 

671 Vandalia Street 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

8:30am-4:00pm 

 

“As Knights, we support a Culture of Life.  We have 

taken an oath to protect life, from conception to 

death.  Our earthly leader, Pope Francis, our Su-

preme Knight, along with myself as State Deputy, 

but more importantly as a Catholic, support this 

initiative and encourage you to do the same through 

prayer.”   State Deputy Joe Konrardy 

Area pastors will lead those gathered in the reading 

of Scriptures and prayers, one each half hour, 

throughout the day.  The only sign at the prayer ser-

vice will be the carrying of a life-size cross in re-

membrance of Jesus’ passion and death.  Partici-

pants can park in the Anderson Ramp (Grand Ave. 

and Cretin) at St. Thomas University and ride a bus 

to the Vandalia Prayer Site.  Buses will be returning 

to St. Thomas at frequent intervals.  Please join us 

in prayer to defend and build an everlasting Culture 

of Life for our communities and country.  

 

Jericho March - March 14 – March 20, 2016 

At Mega-Planned Parenthood 

671 Vandalia Street 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

 

During Lent, a re-enactment of the Jericho March at 

Planned Parenthood begins by marching around the 

block in silent prayer once a day for six days.  The 

seventh day, we will march around Planned Parent-

hood six times in silent prayer and the seventh time 

make a lot of noise, shouting the praises of God.  In 

Holy Scripture, Jericho 6:1-27 tells the story of Jeri-

cho in the land of the Canaan.  The Canaanites were 

in fear of Israel and their God as Joshua’s army 

marched around their city.  On the seventh day, the 

city walls collapsed.  Help us bring the walls down 

on this culture of death.  We pray for the end to the 

killing of the most innocent, vulnerable and sacred 

gifts from God that is happening in our communi-

ties, near schools, near churches, near our homes.  

This isn’t happening on some remote island, but 

right where we live and work. 
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How would you like to have a tax deduction and help 

someone at the same time?  Have you considered donat-

ing a wheelchair or two personally?  Donating money 

for wheelchairs to go to Colombia is tax deductible.  We 

have a great start to the container of wheelchairs going 

to Colombia. To date, we have raised over $16,300.  We 

still have a little ways to go to meet our goal.  Also, this 

year your council will be receiving an extra envelope to 

donate to the Colombia Wheelchairs.  Please bring it up 

at your next council meeting, and see what your council 

can do to help this great cause. 

 

On the weekend of March 12th and 13th, Bemidji Council 

1544 will be holding a Wheelchair Sunday to add to our 

Colombia container.  Please come and help support this 

event.  The WCS will be at St Philips Church ~ 710 

Beltrami Ave NW ~ Bemidji MN.  Mass times are Sat- 

urday 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 7:30, 9, and 11 a.m.   There 

are several hotels in the area for your convenience if you 

are planning on staying the weekend. Hampton Inn, Su-

per 8, Best Western, AmericInn, and a Holiday Inn Ex-

press.  For additional details for this weekend, please 

call Dan Shea at 218-760-6616. 

  

I encourage all councils to consider having a Wheelchair 

Sunday at your parish.  It really is easy.  Chris Lewis 

and his team will come to your parish and speak at all 

masses.  They take care of everything.  If you would like 

details on how to get started, please contact me.  

 

Here is an update as to what we still have in stock right 

here in Minnesota.  At the time this article was written, 

we had 46 wheelchairs available in 14”, 18”, and 20”. 

We have them in 2 locations in the state.  In Lino Lakes 

we have 1-14”, 21-18”, and 3-20”.  In Nevis we have 2-

14”, 16-18”, and 3-20”.  Please call me if you have any 

questions on how to order or where to pick them up.  

The form can be found on the mnknights.org website 

under forms.  This form can be used for the Colombia 

wheelchairs as well as the Minnesota wheelchairs.  

Thanks you for all you do for the Knights. 

TAX SEASON IS  

UPON US!!! 

Community Activities Director Joe George  

joe.george.9905@gmail.com 

(651) 253-3112  

Knights of Columbus  State Convention Proposed Schedule  

May 13-15, 2016  - St. Cloud  
                                               

Friday May 13th   (All activities at the Kelly Inn) 

12:30 - 4:00 p.m.  FS & General Training - University A & B  

3:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Registration - Hotel Lobby  

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.  District Deputy Meeting- University A 

5:30 p.m.   Cash Bar - Poolside (near the Grand Ballroom)  

6:00 p.m.   Evening Meal - Grand Ballroom  

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  Music and Silent Auction - Grand Ballroom 

9:00 - 11:00 p.m.  State Hospitality - Husky Room  

 

Saturday May 14th (Activities at both Kelly Inn & Convention Center) 

6:45 a.m.  Breakfast - Grand Ballroom, Kelly Inn  

7:30 - 8:00 a.m.  Registration - Riverview Commons, Convention Center (Closed for Mass) 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  Mass - Carlson Hall, Convention Center 

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.  Registration - Riverview Commons, Convention Center  

9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Opening Session - Carlson Hall, Convention Center 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Exhibiters - Divided side of Carlson Hall  

9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Student Loan Board Meeting - Board Room C, Convention Center 

9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  Adoration Chapel - University A, Kelly Inn 

11:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Awards Luncheon - Terry Haws C Hall, Convention Center 

1:30 - 3:00 p.m.  Ladies Activity - Grand Ballroom, Kelly Inn  

1:30 - 4:30 p.m.  Business Session - Carlson Hall, Convention Center 

1:30 - 4:30 p.m.  Ballot Counting - Board Room C, Convention Center 

3:30 - 4:30 p.m.  Reconciliation- University Room B, Kelly Inn & Board Room C,  

   Convention Center 

5:30 p.m.   Cash Bar, Social Hour - Riverview Commons, Convention Center  

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Banquet - Carlson Hall, Convention Center (Awards & Speeches) 

9:00 - 11:00 p.m.  State Hospitality - Husky Room, Kelly Inn  

9:00 - 11:00 p.m.  Other Hospitality - Poolside, Kelly Inn  

 

Sunday May 15th  (All activities at the Kelly Inn) 

6:45 a.m.  Breakfast - Poolside  

7:30 – 7:45 a.m.  Rosary - University A  

8:15 - 10:00 a.m. Closing Session - Grand Ballroom  

10:30 a.m.  Mass - Grand Ballroom  

 

***** Schedule is subject to change ***** 

Pennies/Scholarship Fund Update 
Awards & Reports Co-Chairman Al Kempf 

 

Thank you to all councils that have contributed to these two important funds in the past.  During the 

2014-2015 Council Year, there was an alarming decrease in contributions and participating councils 

supporting these funds.  The following figures are comparisons of contributions to the funds as of June 

30, 2014 and June 30, 2015.  Councils donated $40,934.98 to the Pennies for Seminarians Fund in the 

2014-15 Council Year; a decrease of 12.3% from the previous year (166 councils contributed; a de-

crease of 28 councils or 14.4%).  The Religious Scholarship Fund experienced similar decreases.  Con-

tributions of $26,885.25 represented a 10.4% decrease from the previous year.  Council participation 

decreased by 23 councils or 14.3%.  In addition to contributing to these funds, many councils also sup-

port seminarians through the RSVP Program.  Any councils not participating in the RSVP Program, 

should find it easy to support our seminarians and religious by contributing to these State Council 

Funds. 

    

The Pennies and Scholarship Funds are divided among the six dioceses in Minnesota.  The above de-

creases lowered the State Council’s available funds by an approximate average of $1500 per diocese.  

Every year, there are more and more places that request financial support from organizations such as 

ours.  What could be more worthwhile than supporting our “priests to be” and helping with continuing 

education for our priests and religious? 

 

The time has come to adjust for the increased costs of education for our priests and religious.  We all 

know money doesn’t go as far as it used to for any of us, and the seminaries are no different.  With that 

in mind, the councils that haven’t contributed to these funds in the past are encouraged to contribute at 

least some amount to each.  Only 61% of our councils participated in the Pennies Fund and 51% par-

ticipated in the Religious Scholarship Fund in the 2014-2015 Council Year.  Many councils are contrib-

uting $2 per dues paying member to qualify for the award that is available.  Please make an effort to 

participate in or increase your contributions to these very important and appreciated funds.  Remember, 

we function in Solidarity with our Priests.  All councils received a mailing in early 2016 with a sug-

gested donation list to qualify for the award.  The suggested donation is based on the number of dues 

paying members in each council. 

1st Degree Week 

March 14-20, 2016 

It’s the perfect time to gather  

interested prospects and  

complete a Form 100! 

Consider Doing More 
Co-Fall Classic Program Director Dan Irvin  

 

Brother Knights, although we are currently experiencing 

a snowstorm, the Tootsie Roll Drive is just around the 

corner.  Last year, 225 councils participated in the Toot-

sie Roll Drive.  Of those 225, only 179 donated to the 

2015 Fall Classic.  The suggested guideline is to donate 

15% of the amount of money you collect from the Toot-

sie Roll Drive to the Fall Classic.  Last year's Tootsie 

Roll drive raised almost $395,000, of that $54,000 was 

donated to the Fall Classic which is only 13.7%. 

 

In 2013 the Special Olympics had 1,800 athletes partici-

pate from all across the state, in 2014 almost 2,500 ath-

letes participated, and last year over 2,900 athletes par-

ticipated in the Fall Classic.  As you can see, we're go-

ing to need more of your donations this year.  Please 

consider donating more if you can and some if you 

haven't in the past.  Vivat Jesus! 

Knights of Columbus have 5 

Holy Family Icons to cover all 

districts in the state by June 

2017.  The supporting materi-

als from Supreme include Eng-

lish and Spanish Prayer Books 

and Prayer Cards.  Check out 

the March Supplement for 

more information. 

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Winners 

 
For a complete list of the KCIC Poster winners, 

please look in the March Supplement found on-

line at www.mnknights.org 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8p77CTxUqWwAxruJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyNjlhb3N2BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyYjNmMmVjZDQ5MWI0ZTkxZWNiNzU3ZDMyMzYyMWFhMwRncG9zAzQEaXQDYmluZw--?back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3
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 Degree Schedule 

 
Date  Location  1st Degree  2nd Degree  3rd Degree  Host DD  Phone # 

 

03/05/16 Apple Valley  9:00 a.m.  Fr. John Deere  South Metro  Michael Schmid 952-431-7943 

  Holy Family Church 

03/05/16 Ada   10:00 a.m.  Lourdes  NE Metro  Rudy Suda  218-784-8247 

  St. Joseph’s Church 

03/06/16 New Prague  10:30 a.m.  Fr. John Deere  SW Region  Keith Heitkamp  612-819-8272 

  KC Hall 

03/12/16 Rochester  9:30 a.m.  St. Ignatius  West Metro  Bou Gazley  507-721-3064 

  Resurrection 

03/13/16 Paynesville  9:45 a.m.  Bishop Speltz  NW Region  LeRoy Schlangen 320-597-2080  

  St. Louis Church 

   Check state website for more details! To schedule one in your area, email kcdegreesmn@gmail.com   

Master’s Memo 
Craig Larson PSD - District Master 

master@mnknights.org      

218-289-3872 

Brother Knights, Here we are again in March Madness.  We are in the midst of all sorts  

of madness from high school and college sports to media madness about who should be  

our next president.  Soon, we'll be bombarded by campaigns for all levels of our upcoming election.  We 

will hear all sorts of polls about who's ahead or who should win and who should lose.  I recall years ago 

the hockey coach at the University of North Dakota was asked about where his team ranked in the polls. 

He replied, "The only Pole I worry about lives at the Vatican."  It was a clever reference to his Catholic 

faith.  As Catholic citizens of our great country, we need to keep our Catholic faith in mind as we decide 

who gets our vote. 

 

Our St. Cloud Sir Knights and ladies in are planning a great weekend for our Spring Exemplification April 

15-17.  We will start Friday evening with a dinner/social where we can renew old friendships and get to 

know some more brother knights from all over Minnesota.  We will have our Biennial District Assembly 

Meeting to get updates on our MN 4th Degree programs.  We will also create a list of candidates for the 

position of district master.  Vice Supreme Master Paul Isherwood from Illinois will be joining us for the 

weekend.  The ladies will have the opportunity to get "wined and dined" for the ladies program on Satur-

day.  The exemplification will begin at noon on Saturday the 16th, followed by mass and our banquet, 

where we will acknowledge the class honoree and induct members into the MN 4th Degree Hall of Fame.  

Please make plans to sign up a new sir knight and accompany him to St. Cloud.  It's sure to be a great 

weekend for the Knights of Columbus. 

 

Another of my KC duties is serving as a Conferring Officer for the 3rd Degree.  The majority of our de-

grees are well attended, and the new brothers are welcomed by a large group of their brother knights.  Oc-

casionally, we have degrees where there are more candidates than observers.  It's disappointing when this 

happens.  What impression does this give our new members?  Where are the sponsors of these new mem-

bers?  There should always be at least as many members as candidates.  If you haven't been to a degree for 

a while, I encourage you to attend the next one in your area, and when you ask someone to join, accom-

pany him to the degree.  Be there to support him and make sure he knows that you want him to be a great 

part of our Order.  We need more brother knights to take an active part in degrees.  We are greatly under-

staffed with 2nd Degree Teams.  Many teams have to travel over 150 miles one way to help teach the les-

sons of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity.  Working in ceremonials is very rewarding, and I encourage you to 

consider becoming part of a degree staff.  Please contact me or any of the state officers if you have any 

questions.  Vivat Jesus! 

State Auxiliary Notes 
 

Ladies, come listen to Faye Heffele at our  

convention on April 23, 2016 in Eagan at  

St. John Neumann Church ~ 4030 Pilot Knob 

Road ~ Eagan MN 55122.  Mass will be held at the  

new chapel.  Hope to see you there!  Faye Heffele is 

a wife, mother, and grandmother who has earned an 

MBA.  She is active in Toastmasters and has been an 

active volunteer in the Catholic Church and her com-

munity.  But life hasn’t been all positive for 

Faye.  She has experienced many life challenges, in-

cluding divorce, suicide, a rebellious child, depres-

sion of her husband, and major surgery.  As a way of 

healing from these challenges, Faye began writing 

inspirational poetry about her experiences.  The writ-

ing process helped her to get through these struggles 

and maintain her faith.  Her book “Reflections on the 

Journey, Thoughts and Prayers of Life” will be avail-

able for $10.  

  

Registration packets for the MN State Auxiliary Con-

vention have been mailed to the local presidents and 

secretaries.  Registration forms are also available on 

our webpage http://www.auxiliary.mnknights.org/  

The theme for the day is We Are Called To Serve 

One Another ~ Hands For His Work ~ Hearts For 

His Love.  Contact Nancy Mathewson at 

Mathewson.Nancy@gmail.com if you would like a 

packet emailed to you or have other questions about 

the convention. 

  

We are searching for new members and growth.  To 

encourage membership growth, our brochure has 

been translated into Spanish and will be used when 

starting Spanish councils for the men.   

  

We are still looking for women to step forward and 

fill officer positions.  Come make your voice heard.  

The nominated/slate of officers to be voted on at con-

vention is: 

President – Nancy Mathewson 

Vice-President – Open 

Secretary – Open 

Treasurer – Beth Dust 

2nd Trustee - Corine Meier           

  

To all ladies, if you currently are not an auxiliary 

member, consider joining your local auxiliary group.   

 

MN State Auxiliary Vice-President  

Nancy Mathewson 

79th Annual State KC Bowling Tournament 

 Hutch Bowl in Hutchinson Minnesota 

April 2nd & 3rd and April 9th & 10th 

 

Saturday Shifts 9 a.m., Noon, and 3 p.m. 

Sunday shifts 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

 

 Cost is $22 per event (Singles, Doubles, & Team); plus $2 if you are bowling in all the events. 

 

Any questions should be directed to Tournament Director Steve Weitzel at 320-235-9494.  This a 4 per-

son team event, as well as doubles and singles events.  You do not need to be a USBC member to bowl 

in this tournament as long as you have a certifiable average from past KC tournaments or other leagues 

at the house in your area.  Just bring in documents for verifying your average. 

 

We are looking for a council to host the 2017 State Tournament.  If your council is interested, please 

contact Chuck Loso at 320-220-2690 or cmloso@charter.net.   

 

We are always looking for a few good men for the board of directors, so if you are interested, please 

contact Association President Chuck Loso at 320-220-2690. 

 

Thanks to the Hutchinson Council for hosting the event this year. 

Reminder:  Send in your council donations to the Pennies for Seminarians Fund,  

Jim Campbell Religious Scholarship Fund and the Wheelchair Fund to  

State Secretary, Robert Penas, PO Box 271, Silver Lake, MN 55381! 

March Membership Drive 

 
Where is that form 100?  Is it stuck in a drawer?  

Is it stuck in your billfold or glove compartment 

of your car?  Do you have one to carry?  Many 

Lenten fish fries are happening and this is a great  

time to get it out and sign up new members.  Be 

sure to make use of it! 

http://www.auxiliary.mnknights.org/
mailto:Mathewson.Nancy@gmail.com
mailto:cmloso@charter.net


Insurance Corner 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding  Knights of 

Columbus insurance, please contact our general agents: 

 

 
 

 

E. Central & NE              Metro Area  
Jim Szczech, General Agent       Lloyd Cybart General Agent 

2 Second Ave. S, Suite 145              1001 E. Cliff Rd.,  Suite 160                   

Sauk Rapids, MN  56379            Burnsville, MN   55337       

Office: 320-252-7173        Office: 952-686-7720   

Cell: 320-339-2848        Fax:  952-388-0851 

Fax:  320-252-7179        Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 

Jim.Szczech@kofc.org        www.twincitieskofc.org 

www.centralmnkofc.org 

               

W. Minnesota          Southern 

David Goedke, General Agent        Luke Rennie, General Agent 

12 South Marshall Ave.              PO Box 1067 

Springfield, MN   56087                    Location: 135 West Main Street 

PH:  507-723-3360         Suite 2 

David.Goedtke@kofc.org       Owatonna, MN  55060 

          Office:  507-417-4169 

          Luke.Rennie@kofc.org 

KNIGHTLY NEWS 

 

         Memoriam  

 

            
 

 

Upon the death of a Brother Knight 

from your council, please send the 

following information. 

   

1) Deceased Knight’s Name                 

2) Date of Death  

3) Council Number                           

4) Town his Council is in  

5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relation-

ship, and Address 

6) Indicate if he was a former DD, 

past State Officer, etc. 

 

Send this information to:   

Fraternalism Director  

Randy Lindstrom 

609 25th Ave SW ~  

Willmar, MN 56201  

mnkcfc@gmail.com or  

(320) 231-2584 
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Our Lady of  

Guadalupe Silver 
Rose Program 

Reserve Your  

Turn Today! 

Chairman Larry Mader     

larry.mader@live.com(320) 286-5620  

                                          

The program began in 1960 as a pro-

ject of the Columbian Squires of 

North America to honor the Blessed 

Virgin under the title of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, Patroness of the Ameri-

cas.  The program has continued as a 

project of Squires Circles, Councils, 

and Fourth Degree Assemblies in 

several jurisdictions. 

 

In 2001, Supreme Knight Carl A. 

Anderson expanded the program by 

beginning the Running of the Rose 

from the 119th Annual Meeting of the 

Supreme Council in Toronto.  “The 

Running of the Rose is a perfect pro-

gram for the Knights of Columbus,” 

said Supreme Knight Anderson.  

“Through it we honor not only Our 

Lady of  Guadalupe and express the 

unity of the Order, but we also reaf-

firm the Order's dedication to the 

sanctity of human life.  It is the 

Blessed Mother who we turn to in 

prayer as we work to end the Culture 

of Death that grips our society.  As 

we think in terms of ‘One Life, One 

Rose,’ it is most appropriate that we 

turn to Our Lady of Guadalupe who 

made known her will through Juan 

Diego and the miracle of the roses.” 

 

The 2016 Silver Rose Program will 

start out in Manitoba in early March 

instead of April.  It will then be 

transferred to North Dakota and 

South Dakota before entering Minne-

sota (location to be determined) on 

May 22nd.  This will make it un-

available for our state convention, 

and we will have it for 4 weeks in-

stead of 3.  It will exit MN into Iowa 

on June 19th along  I-35 south 

of Albert Lee.  It will continue 

through more states, then into Texas 

before arriving in Monterrey, Mex-

ico on December 12th the Feast 

of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

 

The program can take place at a 

council meeting place or a church.  

The program takes about one hour, if 

readings and a homily are part of the 

program.  The readings and homily 

can be omitted in the interest of time.  

I am looking for commitments from 

districts and/or councils to host this 

program and assist in moving 

the Silver Rose across our state and 

exiting it into Iowa.  Please contact 

me to reserve a spot in the Running 

of the Rose.  I do have booklets 

available, outlining the program, that 

I can send out.  This may be helpful 

if your pastor has questions about the 

program. 

Supreme Incentives  

for All Councils  
 Recruit 12 Members (includes 

reactivations) Jan. 1 - Mar. 31st 

= 30,000 VIP Points Recruit 

 Recruit 12 Members (includes 

reactivations) Jan. 1 - Jun. 31st = 

20,000 VIP Points 

 Reach Star Council and Earn 

10,000 VIP Points per Star Level 

plus $4.50 per billable member 

per Capita Credit  

 

Supreme Incentives  

for All Recruiters  
 Recruit 5+ Members (includes 

reactivations) January 1 - June 

30th = 3,000 VIP per member  

 Recruit 1-4 Members (includes 

reactivations) January 1 - June 

30th = 1,500 VIP per member  

 

Supreme Incentives  

for District Deputies  
Conduct First Degrees in your Dis-

trict between January 1—June 30th, 

2016  

 1 = 2,500 VIP Points  

 1 = 6,000 VIP Points  

 3 = 10,500 VIP Points  

 4 = 16,000 VIP Points  

 5 = 22,500 VIP Points  

 6 = 30,000 VIP Points  

 

Minnesota Incentives  

for All Councils  
New members exemplified Feb. 1 - 

Mar. 31, 2016  

 KC Hat (number of hats = num-

ber of new members) 

 Reactivations count!  

 Distributed at State Convention  

Plan for this Tax Day and into the Future  
 

April 15 (tax day) is right around the corner.  It’s become popular this time of 

year to encourage the opening of an IRA or similar retirement annuity, or the 

depositing of additional funds into an existing account, as a tax-savings vehi-

cle.  Or perhaps someone has tried to convince you to open an account, tout-

ing the rate of interest that money in one of these accounts can earn.  Let me 

join the chorus of folks encouraging you to open or add funds to an annuity, 

but for a different reason.  

 

Certainly, contributing money to a Knights of Columbus annuity will allow 

you to save some money on your income tax return, and our annuities do pay 

a very competitive interest rate, consistent with our primary goal of absolute 

safety of principal.  Opening or adding to an annuity for these reasons, how-

ever, strikes me as taking a short-term view of a product that is designed to 

provide long-term security.  How much security?  How does retirement in-

come that you cannot outlive — guaranteed — sound to you?  

 

Here at the Knights of Columbus, you can open a retirement annuity for as 

little as $300.  Consistent and disciplined savings placed into that annuity 

over time can guarantee you an income at retirement that you cannot outlive.  

That guarantee — along with the fact that no one has ever lost money left in a 

Knights of Columbus annuity (remember – absolute safety of principal) — 

really will provide you with peace of mind.  

 

I am happy to meet with you – at your convenience and in your home – to 

explain in detail the benefits of opening a Knights of Columbus annuity, 

along with the benefits of our top-rated life insurance, disability income, and 

long-term care insurance plans.  Call us for more information.  

 

Are you looking for a career?  Are you looking to do well for yourself while 

doing well for others?  All Minnesota Knights of Columbus Agencies are 

looking for a few good men.  If you know of someone, or perhaps yourself 

even, who is looking for a more meaningful career helping fellow Catholics in 

the spirit of Father McGivney, give us a call, there may be a field agent open-

ing in your area.  

St. Michael’s 

Medal 

To order a St. Michael’s Medal 

to be sent to a military service family 

member or friend, please request it 

from State Chaplain Father Raul.  

Please include name, branch of mili-

tary, and complete address of person.  

He will send the medal and prayer 

book directly to the serviceman/

woman.  We all continue to pray for 

them and their safety as they serve 

our country. 

Founder’s Day 

March 29 

Honor Father Michael 

J. McGivney by joining the 

McGivney Guild on Founder’s 

Day.  The price is right—FREE! 

 

Have a lecturer program about 

Father McGivney to learn more 

about the birth of the Order and a 

wonderful priest! 

Checks 

         Please make out any 

and all checks sent to the state 

council to: 

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 

 

Please write in memo area what 

the check is for! 

Happy  

St. Patrick’s 

Day 


