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  Happy New Year  

   Brother Knights 
      State Deputy Joe Konrardy 

     statedeputy@mnknights.org 

             (952) 451-1956 

 

As we begin our new calendar year, let us re-

call the basics for which our Order stands — 

charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. 

 

Charity is a virtue in every one of us, but as 

we grow together in the Order, we can do so 

much more with many hands.   Our goal this 

year is to increase our volunteer and financial 

contributions through various programs at the 

council level.  As you know, the fraternal sur-

vey is an annual report due at the end of this 

month.  It is to include every member’s hours.  

Grand Knights, this is your responsibility to 

ensure that the report is completed by the fi-

nancial secretary and other members of the 

council. 

 

Unity is a virtue that pulls each and every one 

of us together to do the works that we are 

known for.  I just finished breakfast this morn-

ing with someone who was not Catholic but 

sure knew about the Knights of Columbus.  

His first comment was they do a lot of great 

work.  Yes we do, and we can only do it 

through unity as a unified group to get so 

much more done.  And this brings us to mem-

bership.  Every member (not just a few) needs 

to ask more Catholic men to join us so that we 

have more hands to better do the work our 

pastors and others ask us to do.  It is time to 

ask younger men to join.  Share with them 

that even with their limited time (with young 

families) they can be a member that contrib-

utes.  They don't have to go to every meeting, 

in fact they do not even have to go to every 

event, but the opportunity to volunteer should 

be available to every Catholic man within 

your parish. 

 

Fraternity — this virtue that we do things for 

others is so similar to charity, so similar to 

unity, and means so much for those who are 

members.  I just received withdrawal of a 

council member reported as an 85-year-old 

with 25 years of service; an Honorary Mem-

ber, but not Honorary Life.  This was a shock 

to me as the 85-year-old was being withdrawn 

because he's in the nursing home.  That's not 

the time to be eliminating them from the ros-

ter; just the opposite!  It is a time for the coun-

cil to embrace and see how they can help such 

a Brother Knight.  Age is not a challenge.  

Age is maturity and wisdom.  And as mem-

bers of the Order, we take care of one another.  

I never want to see an elderly person being 

withdrawn or suspended due to lack of com-

pensation or time.  They are a member, and as 

such, they are a fraternal brother. 

 

(cont. pg.  4) 

            Don’t Lose Your Focus                              

                              State Chaplain Raul Perez-Cobo 

                     (218) 647-8392    statechaplain@mnkights.org  

 

This month I would like to center on this short reflection 

on the family by taking the great opportunity of the  

Christmas Season we will continue celebrating until January 10th.  In 

chapter two of the Gospel of Luke, we get that great image of the Holy 

Family of Nazareth.  Holy because, even though they were chosen by 

God for this great event, being the earthly parents of Jesus, they faced 

all the difficulties and challenges that any human being can face, espe-

cially during those undeveloped days without all the technology we 

have nowadays. 

 

Joseph and Mary needed to go from Galilee to Bethlehem to be en-

rolled.  During that time, the time for Mary to have her child came.  

They didn’t find a decent place to have the child.  The only place was in 

a manger.  They continue with their faith tradition of circumcising the 

baby on the eight day and presenting the baby at the temple after the 

days of her purification according to the Law of Moses.  After this, they 

returned to Galilee where they continue their yearly visit to Jerusalem 

for the feast of the Passover. 

 

Perhaps we might want to have the perfect wife, perfect husband, or 

perfect kids who just follow whatever we say without questioning it.  

We don’t want to have personal and/or financial struggles.  As soon as 

we get the blessing of our marriage, we hope things will just go 

smoothly.  It didn’t happen that way for Mary and Joseph.  Mary asked 

the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man (Lk. 

1:34).”  When Joseph found out that Mary was pregnant, he decided to 

divorce her, but the angel said to him in a dream, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home (Mt. 

1:20).”  Even with all these assurances, things didn’t go as smoothly for 

them as we think they should as we read about it, taking into account 

place and time. 

 

One thing that is very clear is that they didn’t lose their focus on God 

who was the one who created them and called them for this magnificent 

vocation.  God helped them during those winding and rough ways.  One 

thing that can be clear for us all is that by keeping God as the center of 

our families and relationships, all things can become smooth.  

 

As we continue reflecting in our council on the Domestic Church 

through the monthly activities Building the Domestic Church: The 

Family Fully Alive and by the Holy Family Prayer Program that is vis-

iting each district, may we grow as individuals and as a family in our 

love of God and our neighbor so that we can change the society we live 

in.  Vivat Jesus!   

REMINDER: Important 

Forms that All Councils Must 

Submit by January 31. 
 

1728 Fraternal Activities Report 

 

4585 Partnership Profile Report with 

Special Olympics 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=new+year%27s+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=EFDCEADFABFFE767CA36B7E2DDFE0B4B5DA64305&selectedIndex=9&ccid=QSDjx8JN&simid=608017703210190612&thid=OIP.M4120e3c7c24d65b6fa45964174e3bbcao0
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Go to Guy 
RobertPenas 

statesecretary@mnknights.org      

(320) 327-2122 

Why? 
State Treasurer Marc Peters   

statet@mnknights.org  

(612) 482-8771 

 

  How should my council conduct a 

  meeting properly?  Why do we 

need to send delegates to the State Convention?  

Why do we have to fill out these forms?  Who 

should you ask these or any other Knight of Co-

lumbus related questions?  Who is your go to guy?  

That go to guy is your District Deputy.  The office 

of DD is one of the most important and rewarding 

offices in the Order.  Their main purpose it to be 

liaison between the Supreme and State Councils 

and your council.  A DD is appointed by Supreme, 

with the recommendation of the State Deputy, and 

serves a one year term of office.  A Brother Knight 

can serve four terms. 

 

In early December, your DD spent a weekend at 

our Midyear Meeting being trained on his role of 

being a District Deputy.  By now your council 

should have attended your District Meeting, but if 

not, please ask your DD when it is scheduled for.  

He was given a lot of good information that your 

council needs to succeed. 

 

What if my council does not have a DD?  Let me 

suggest that you contact the other councils in your 

district and together recommend, to the State Dep-

uty, the names of Brother Knights who would make 

good DD’s for your district.  If you would like 

more information on what it takes to be a DD, 

please feel free to contact any of the State Officers. 

 

So, when your council has a question, who do call?  

Your DD!  He is the go to guy with the answers, 

and if he does not have the answer, he has the tools 

to find the answer for you. 

 

Check out the Ceremonials Schedule on the 

state Website at www.mnknights.org. 

To schedule one in your area, contact the 

State Ceremonials Director via email at: 

kcdegreesmn@gmail.com 

Our Call to be  

Merciful 
Associate State Chaplain Fr. Jeff Horejsi 

(507) 426-7125 

A new year always motivates us to 

try something new, to be different, to take on a 

challenge.  With his call to a Jubilee Year of 

Mercy, Pope Francis invites us to live out mercy 

in a new way.  We are to reflect God the Father’s 

mercy.  Pope Francis teaches us in Misereri-

cordiae Vultus, “Jesus Christ is the face of the 

Father’s mercy.”  Jesus came to reveal “the mys-

tery of divine love in its fullness.”  He healed the 

sick, fed the hungry, raised the dead, expelled de-

mons, and welcomed sinners.  Jesus’ parables, 

such as the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the father 

with two sons, reveal God’s relentless forgiveness, 

compassion, and mercy.  In teaching about the 

parable of the “ruthless servant” who fails to show 

mercy to a fellow servant, Pope Francis says, “In 

short, we are called to show mercy because mercy 

has first been shown to us.”  Lest we miss the im-

portance of mercy, the Pope writes, “The 

Church’s very credibility is seen in how she shows 

merciful and compassionate love.”  He invites 

each of us to “bear the weaknesses and struggles 

of our brothers and sisters.”  In particular, we are 

encouraged to reflect more deeply on the corporal 

and spiritual works of mercy.  Whether feeding 

the hungry, welcoming the stranger, comforting 

the afflicted, or bearing patiently those who do us 

ill, our world needs Christians who show mercy, 

not because the other deserves it, but because we 

represent God who is always full of mercy.   

 

I know that our State Officers, DD’s, and local 

councils have a good record of reaching out to 

those in need of many kinds of aid.  Pope Francis 

is endorsing our work and encouraging us to find 

new ways to help.  Happy New Year and Happy 

Year of Mercy! 

 

Two of the questions I am asked 

often are: Why do we go to the same places for 

state conventions, and why does it cost so much 

for meals and rooms at the conventions?  Let me 

see if I can shed some light on the subject of state 

conventions. 

 

To hold a convention there are certain require-

ments.  We need a space that can hold 500 people 

for banquet seating, and a room that can hold the 

delegates for their meetings.  At the present we 

have 265 councils with a possible 2 delegates per 

council plus the district deputy.  The same space 

could be used for daily mass which means it 

needs to hold 500+.  Other smaller rooms need to 

be available for meetings and exhibits.  We also 

need to house these people, preferably at one ho-

tel, but a second could be an option.  This means 

a minimum of 300 rooms.  The hotel should be 

near the convention site, but transportation could 

be used to make it work. 

 

Food is a huge cost.  As well as the food cost, 

taxes and tip are added.  That's the cost to the 

convention hosts.  They need to add a few dollars 

to cover other costs that may be incurred before 

and during the convention.  And for all their hard 

work, we expect them to turn a small profit for 

their group. 

 

As we all know, it costs more to live in the Twin 

Cities than in greater Minnesota.  So the costs 

will be more if we hold the convention in the Cit-

ies. We have been fortunate to have cities like 

Duluth, Rochester, and St. Cloud host many of 

the conventions, but they can do it only so often.  

Towns like Ada and Jackson; sorry we might 

have to pass on you.  But places like Alexandria, 

Moorhead, Willmar, Bemidji, and Owatonna 

could be possible sites.  It will take a little strat-

egy and planning to make it work, but the coun-

cils would love to visit new cities.  I'm sure the 

local chamber of commerce wouldn't mind it ei-

ther, and it's a great team builder as well. 

 

Interested?  First step is to ask for "Bid Guide-

lines for Hosting the Annual State Convention" 

which can be obtained by calling the State Of-

fice.  Follow the guidelines and put together a 

proposal.  Need some help?  You got it.  Call 

Greg and Linda at the State Office.  They can 

meet with you.  I can go out as well and meet 

with your council. 

 

Guys, this is a great opportunity as either a coun-

cil or district project.  It builds you up as a team, 

you have a good time while serving your fellow 

Brother Knights, and you can make a buck in the 

process.  At the convention in St. Cloud this 

May, track us down and we'll talk state conven-

tion with you! 

 Looking for State 

Convention Bids 
 

The State Council is seek-

ing State Convention bids 

for the years of 2018 and 

2019.  If your KC Council 

or District are interested in 

hosting one of these State 

Conventions, please contact 

the State Office for a set of 

guidelines to assist you in 

putting together your 

bid.  Send your request for 

information to: 

  

Administrative Assistant 

Greg van der Hagen 

at:  glvdh@mchsi.com   

 

Thank you for considering 

to host a convention.  The 

State Council will look for-

ward to hearing from you. 

Give Back to Your Members 
State Program Director Dan DeCrans 

programdirector@mnknights.org     (218) 255-1125  

 

January is here and only six months are left in the fraternal year.  How are 

you doing with your programs?  Is your Council on track for Star Council 

or at the very least the Columbian Award?  Every council in the State 

should get the Columbian Award.  This award is for all the hard work 

your members have put in this year on your programs.  So many times I 

have heard from councils that we don’t care about awards, so why send in 

the forms?  My answer to that statement is that the Columbian Award is 

for the membership of your council; they are the ones who did the work 

on your programs.  Your members deserve the recognition from Supreme 

for the work that your council did through the year.  What better way to 

give back to your members than by getting the Star Council Award or at 

the very least the Columbian Award. 

 

January 22nd is the anniversary of Roe vs. Wade.  There will be many op-

portunities for your council to participate in a March for Life; pick one or 

two and get your members there for the march.  Even if only one of your 

members make it for the march, it will count as a activity in Culture of 

Life on the SP-7 Columbian Award Application.  If you can make it to 

two different marches, that will count as two activities on the SP-7.  List 

them with the details of the different places that the marches were held. 

 

Youth programs that your council can still participate in are the Drug and 

Alcohol Abuse Poster Contest, the Essay Contest for Grades 9-12, the 

Free Throw, and it’s not too late to do the Coats for Kids Program, too. 

 

Do not hesitate to contact me if you need any information on programs or 

if you are looking for ideas on different programs to do. 

 

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest 
Chairman Jeff Bagniewski 

jpbags@charter.net    (507) 884-1521 

 

State Level Judging    February 1, 2016 

 

Winning posters MUST BE RECEIVED by the State Chairman BEFORE  

February 1, 2016. 

 

Winning Posters are mailed to: 

KCIC Poster Chairman Jeff Bagniewski 

3335 Marion Road SE 

Rochester, MN  55904 

mailto:statesecretary@mnknights.org
mailto:glvdh@mchsi.com
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 State Warden Update 
State Warden David Whatmuff 

(763) 772-2997      

statewarden@mnknights.org  

 

            By the time you read this, Christmas 

will be over, and we will be already into 2016!  I 

hope you had a wonderful Christmas, and my wife 

Marty and I wish you a happy and successful New 

Year. 

 

In early December we had the Midyear Organiza-

tional Meeting.  As you may know, each of the State 

Officers has the opportunity for closing comments at 

the end of the meeting, and I decided to repeat mine 

here in the Knightly News.   

 

My friends, there are many terrible things happening 

in the world right now … terrorists setting off 

bombs to blow up themselves and other innocent 

bystanders, children taking guns to school or to the 

mall and killing anyone who happens to be near, 

Christians being persecuted in the Middle East, 

scandals in the Church ... in our own Church … and 

a president who seems intent on removing our rights 

to make moral choices.  I have even said to Marty, 

“In a way I am glad that I’m an old man, and don’t 

have to face a lifetime of such things” … sounds 

selfish doesn’t it? 

 

But is it just now that such things are happening?  In 

our youth there was Vietnam, in our fathers’ time 

there was Korea and World War II, in our grandfa-

thers’ time there was World War I and the Spanish 

Flu Epidemic, in their fathers’ time there was the 

American Civil War … before that, the War of Inde-

pendence, and so on … it seems that every genera-

tion has its own “terrible things”. 

 

So why does God allow such things to happen?  

This is one of life’s great mysteries, and there have 

been many books written on this subject by men 

much smarter than me.  There is a line in one of my 

favorite hymns “like gold that’s tested in fire.”  Not 

everything that is yellow and shiny is gold … you 

can’t tell unless you test it, and I believe that this is 

our test, our test in fire, to see how we react to these 

terrible things, to see if we are “gold” worthy of 

Heaven.  Will we despair, and just say “I can’t han-

dle this” and wait for it to pass?  No … we will fight 

against these things, and do as our Lord asked us, to 

clothe the naked, feed the hungry, shelter the home-

less. 

 

Our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has said many 

times, when describing all the wonderful things 

done by the Order, “If we don’t do these things, who 

will?”  Who will indeed?  Our Lord said to us 

“Don’t hide your light under a bushel” and it’s good 

advice.  Without our brothers, these 1.9 million 

lights shining throughout the world, this world of 

ours would be a much darker place.  Vivat Jesus! 

Master’s Memo 
District Master Craig Larson, IPSD 

master@mnknights.org      

(218) 289-3872 

Happy New Year!  How are your 

New Year’s resolutions doing?  Many of us make 

resolutions to lose weight, eat healthier, exercise 

more. and quit this or that.  How about a resolu-

tion to do a little more for the first principle of 

our Order, Charity?  How about a resolution to 

do just a bit more for your church, your commu-

nity, and maybe even the Knights of Columbus?  

If you haven’t asked anyone to join the Knights 

of Columbus, make a resolution to ask your son, 

brother, dad, uncle, or your neighbor to join.  If 

you haven’t been able to attend a council meeting 

in a while, make a resolution to attend one.  If 

you haven’t been able to help with a council pro-

ject or program, make a resolution to volunteer 

an hour or two to help your brothers Change 

Lives and Touch Lives. 

 

If you have been thinking about joining the 4th 

Degree, maybe it’s time to make a resolution to 

become a member of the Patriotic Degree of the 

Order.  Our Spring Exemplification will be held 

April 16 in St. Cloud at the Kelly Inn/River’s 

Edge Convention Center.  The Sir Knights from 

the St Cloud area are working hard to make sure 

everyone enjoys their weekend of celebrating our 

faith and our country.  There are several other 

opportunities to become a Sir Knight - Jan. 23 in 

Fargo, ND, Feb. 6 near Lacrosse, WI, and March 

5 in Grand Forks, ND.  If you want more infor-

mation about our neighboring Exemplifications 

please let me know.  Vivat Jesus! 

HOLY FAMILY ICON  
 

As of December, 2015, Minnesota has 5 Holy 

Family Icons, and all of them have been sched-

uled through June, 2017.   We have now received 

the Prayer Books, Prayer Cards, and supporting 

material which Supreme has sent to the District 

Deputy with the Holy Family Icon. 

 

This is the link to the Holy Family Icon Prayer 

Book on the Supreme Web Site:   

http://kofc.org/un/en/service/church/marian/

support_materials.html 

 

For questions, comments, need for additional 

supplies, and periodic reporting of progress, 

please contact:  

Chairman Orville Fillbrandt 

(952) 887-1218 or  (612) 751-2943 

Orville@Fillbrandt.com 

 

More information and the schedule are in the 

January Online Supplement. 

Thank You! 
Thanks to all the councils that have put on an 

extra event for the Student Loan Program, plus 

their other contributions. 

 

Student Loan will have a Silent Auction at the 

State Convention in St. Cloud on Friday night, 

plus a band.  It will be a Blue Moon special.  All 

money raised will go to the Student Loan Pro-

gram for the members and their kids, which is 

our future. 

 

The placemats are here.  The District Deputies 

received some at the Midyear Meeting.  Each 

council should receive placemats. 

 

Also, thanks to the Foundation for helping of the 

printing of the placemats.  Jesus lives! 

          Coats for Kids is a great  

              program in the Youth Category, and 

  it can be a featured program if you 

  qualify!  Brothers, this program is 

easy to run, makes a big difference to children in 

need, and it is the kind of work men join the Knights 

of Columbus to do. You can run the program with 

even 1 case!   

 

To qualify as a feature program:  Purchase and 

distribute at least 96 Coats to needy youth.  You can 

give new or used coats to run the program, however 

you get them.   

 

Let us know about your program: Please contact 

Coats for Kids Chairman Patrick Farrelly at  

pfmaplegrove@aol.com or 763-218-3816 with an 

update about your program.  We get reports from 

Supreme on purchases, but we cannot tell if you ran a 

program with coats purchased elsewhere or if you 

collected and distributed used coats.   

 

For more information about Coats for Kids, see the 

online January Supplement. 

Bringing our Councils Closer to 

Our Parishes 
State Membership Director George Sonnen 

gsonnen@historybound.com   (651) 247-4780 

 

The closer that we are to our priests and our par-

ishes, the more we an succeed. 

 

Every one of our priests have a different “hot but-

ton.”  This is no different than anyone else.  One 

priest may be really devoted to working with the 

sick.  Another may lean towards working with the 

elderly.  Still others may feel that feeding the poor is 

a top priority.  Whatever your priests have on top of 

their lists, we should become aware of and work to 

help them.  This will bring each council closer to 

their priest and let them know we are truly here to 

help them.  The Knights of Columbus have wonder-

ful programs that we can take advantage if t help us 

close any gap between our priests and our coun-

cils...Special Olympics, Coats for Kids, Wheel-

chairs, Habitat for Humanity, Food For Families… 

 

Also keep in mind that the more new members you 

bring in, the better you can achieve the goal of help-

ing our priests and our parishes.  Please try to bring 

in one new member per council in January.  This 

will get us off to a great 2016.  We are here to help 

you.  Do not be shy about contacting us for help.   

State Free Throw Championship News 

  

Council Competitions should be held soon.  BY JANUARY 31, send in your FT-1 Free Throw Partici-

pation Report Form to the Supreme Council of Fraternal Services and copy State Deputy Joe Kon-

rardy and your District Deputy.  The form is in your kit and on the website. 

  

District Competitions ~ early February (work with your regional coordinator)  

Regional Competitions ~ being scheduled ~ schedule will be posted on State website or ask your DD  

State Championship ~ St. Cloud Cathedral High School on Saturday, April 2, 2016 

 

IMPORTANT:  Score sheets must be completely filled out and legible — council number, contestant ad-

dress, phone number, etc.  The form needs to be signed off by a parent or guardian.  A copy of the birth cer-

tificate should be checked and signed off or sent with the form.  Include e-mail addresses for regional win-

ners and runners-up as available. 

  

Conrad Meier, State Free Throw Chairman 

1430 Northway Place ~ St. Cloud, MN 56303 

Cell phone:  320-260-6945 ~ Home phone:  320-259-5169 ~ E-mail: cmeier2@chartermi.net 

More Free Throw Information  

can be found online in the  

January Supplement. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=coats+for+kids&qs=SC&sk=&FORM=QBIR&pq=coats%20formkids&sc=8-14&sp=1&qs=SC&sk=
http://kofc.org/un/en/service/church/marian/support_materials.html
http://kofc.org/un/en/service/church/marian/support_materials.html
mailto:pfmaplegrove@aol.com
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Deceased Member Info 
 

Upon the death of a Brother Knight from your council, please send  

information to Fraternalism Chairman Randy Lindstrom at 

mnkcfc@gmail.om or 609 25h Ave. SW, Willmar, MN  56201. 

 

The deceased member list for this month is in the January Online Supplement. 

KC Insurance  

General Agents 
 

East Central & NE MN 
Jim Szczech, General Agent  

2 Second Ave S, Suite 145  

Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

Office: 320-252-7173 

Cell: 320-339-2848 

Fax: 320-252-7179 

Jim.Szczech@kofc.org 

www.centralmnkofc.org 

 

Metro Area  
Lloyd Cybart, General Agent  

1001 E Cliff Rd, Suite 160  

Burnsville, MN 55337  

Office: 952-686-7720 

Fax: 952-388-0851 

Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 

www.twincitieskofc.org 

 

Western Minnesota  
David Goedtke, General Agent 

12 South Marshall Ave  

Springfield, MN 56087  

Office: 507-723-3360 

David.Goedke@kofc.org 

 

Southern Minnesota 
Luke Rennie, General Agent  

Mail: PO Box 1067  

Location: 135 West Main St,  

Suite 2 

Owatonna, MN 55060  

Office: 507-417-4169 

Luke.Rennie@kofc.org  

Check out our  

Website: 

www.mnknights.org 

 

State Deputy cont. from Page 1 

 
Patriotism is the founding principle 

for our country, something we must 

protect at all costs as that is what 

makes America.  I encourage all our 

3rd Degree members to consider be-

ing a 4th Degree member.  Our color-

ful regalia of the 4th Degree is so visi-

ble to others that often this is the only 

outward sign that is attached to the 

Knights of Columbus.  I encourage all 

of you step up and join to help all of 

us protect our Freedom of Religion 

publicly! 

 

Several forms are due at the end of 

January.  Let’s start out the new year 

by submitting them on time! 

 

Thank you for all that you do.  I can’t 

wait to see you in St. Cloud for our 

convention on May 13-15. 

 

Watch for details about the 2019 Su-

preme Convention to be held in  

Minneapolis! 

     Convention Update 
 

The Minnesota Knights of Colum-

bus 2016 State Convention will be 

in St. Cloud on May 13-15.  For 

councils, information/registration 

packets can be gotten from your 

District Deputy.  The forms and 

information are also available on 

the St. Cloud area KC website cen-

tralmnkofc.org — the Home tab 

has drop down selections for the 

2016 State Convention and on the 

S t a t e  C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e 

mnknights.org — click on the 

Forms tab and scroll down to 2016 

State Convention registration.   

 

Reserve a hotel room by April 15th 

by calling the Best Western Kelly 

Inn at 320-253-0606. After that 

date, rooms may not be available.  

 

Individuals or groups that want to 

be exhibitors at the convention 

should send a request to:  

 

 Convention Chairman Gary Maus 

luxmaus@gmail.com 

Why should you do business with the  

Knights of Columbus?  12 reasons!  
 

1. Voted most ethical company in the world for 2014 and 2015  

2. 40 years of the highest ratings possible from AM Best  

3. 14 straight years of positive growth through this year  

4. Over 2 million policies in force  

5. Over $21 BILLION of assets  

6. #939 on the Fortune 1000 list  

7. 13% overfunded in required assets  

8. $100 BILLION Insurance in force, only a few insurers can boast this 

and only ONE is Catholic  

9. Growth since the first policy was sold and issued (by Father McGivney 

himself!)  

a. 1905: $50 Million in Force  

b. 1955: $500 Million in Force  

c. 1960: $1 Billion in Force  

d. 2000: $40 Billion in Force  

e. 2015: $100 Billion in Force 

10. The Knights of Columbus DO NOT invest in things that conflict with 

our Catholic values  

11. YOUR premiums help support OUR charitable endeavors  

12. Your Field Agent is a nice guy, just ask him!  We're operated by 

Brother Knights for Brother Knights! 

 

Contact your Field Agent or General Agent for more information.    

 

If you would like to get some information about working for this out-

standing Catholic company, contact your General Agent for more de-

tails.  

The 22nd Annual MN Knights of Columbus Camping 

weekend is going to Grand Marais MN August 26-28, 2016  
 

It’s not too early to make your reservations for this year’s "Camporee" in beau-

tiful Grand Marais, Minnesota, at the Grand Marais City Campground.  All the 

details are found in the January Online Supplement, but here are a few high-

lights for those eager to reserve their spot: 

  

Campsites with full hook up are $40 and water-electric are $36 plus tax (these 

are 2015 rates, 2016 rates are set on Jan. 2, 2016 and may change 

slightly).  Group sites will be available upon request.  Call the Grand Marais 

City Campground at 800-998-0959 to reserve a site, and tell them you are with 

the Knights of Columbus State Camping Group or go to recpark@boreal.org 

(sites will be available after Jan. 10, 2016).   

  

For more info or with questions, call the host couple Ken and Bonnie Kruger at 

218-310-3010 or Mark Glatzel at 320-267-1485 or  

markglatzel64@gmail.com  

Support Seminarians and 

Religious 
 

In the near future, all councils in the 

state will receive a mailing requesting 

financial support for the State Coun-

cil’s Pennies for Seminarians Fund and 

Religious Scholarship Fund.  These are 

funds that are distributed to seminari-

ans and religious associated with all 

the dioceses in Minnesota.  Consider-

ing recent anti-Christian terrorism and 

criticism of Catholicism, we Knights 

must stand tall and proclaim our sup-

port for our priests and religious.  We 

must concentrate on those who need 

help in gaining the education to teach 

the faith in the future.  The young 

seminarians must be made to know 

who the Knights are.  Please consider 

strong support for these funds.  Coun-

cil participation and overall financial 

support was down last year.  We need 

to make this service a priority.  It is an 

easy Church Activity through the 

Knights of Columbus!!!!   

Start the New Year Right!  Recruit a Knight! 

Notice to Council Chaplains & Former State Chaplains 
As you may be aware, a storm went through the Brainerd area last sum-

mer and did some damage to Madden’s Resort.  There is a change of date 

for the Chaplain’s Gathering to give them more time for repairs.   

 

New Date:  May 23-24, 2016 
 

Please mark your calendars now to attend.  A letter with more information 

will be coming your way in February.  Watch for it!  We hope to see all 

Council Chaplains & Former State Chaplains there! 

RSVP 
State Vocation Chairman Dave DuPaul 

wbd846@webtv.com   (612) 760-0680 

 
The MN Knights of Columbus has committed itself to provide financial and 

moral support to every seminarian in Minnesota.  The  RSVP (Refund Support 

Vocations Program) is the primary program through which Knights of Colum-

bus councils, assemblies, and circles participate in an organized manner.  Every 

council, assembly, and circle should take part.  Under this program, local K of 

C councils or assemblies agree to make an annual contribution of $500 or more 

to an individual seminarian to help with his expenses.  Councils and assemblies 

can sponsor more than one seminarian.  In each case, the minimum annual con-

tribution is $500.  For every $500 given to an individual, the Supreme Council 

will refund the council or assembly $100.  The maximum refund a council or 

assembly can receive is $400 per individual supported.  You are encouraged to 

take your $100 refund and send it to the seminarian as an added gift.  More pro-

gram details are available in the January Online Supplement. 
 

Family of the Month 

Choose someone from your 

council.  They deserve it!  

Send form into Supreme! 

Food for Families 

Donate to your food shelf. 

Is there a parish member in 

need?  Help them! 
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