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Help Where You Are 

Needed 
State Deputy Robert Penas 

bobpenas@broadband-mn.com      

(320) 327-2122       

Reflect, Invite, Live 
State Chaplain Fr. Raul Perez-Cobo 

statechaplain@mnkights.org      

(218) 647-8392 

The Sunday readings for the month of August  

(1st, 2nd, and Gospel), give us great material to reflect upon, 

especially as we are getting closer to making a decision about 

who will lead our nation for the coming years.  They talk 

about faith, trust, readiness, great clouds of witnesses, set on 

fire, baptism, division, gathering the nations of every lan-

guage, not disdaining the discipline of the Lord, endurance in 

trials, who will be saved, strive to enter the narrow gate, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and humbleness. 

 

We are together on this journey of faith, and we must invite 

the Lord, Our God, as we continue living in a world that is 

dysfunctional, divided by our personal desires and vices.  

 

We, who say we are Christians, or are believers in a Supreme 

Creator, need to guide our lives, according to why they were 

created.  Genesis tells us that, “God saw how good it was,” 

and not “I” see what is good only for me, or for a certain 

group, even if it is against others.  As in the fall story, “The 

woman saw that the tree was good for food, pleasing to the 

eyes, and desirable for gaining wisdom.”  My friends, there is 

an absolute truth.  It is unchangeable.  It does not matter how 

hard it is to live it or how obnoxious or unpleasant it appears.  

 

We need to have the faith and trust in that awesome God who 

made us, sent us His only Son to restore our relationship with 

Him, and wants us back to be part of the heavenly Jerusalem.  

The history of salvation we have in Holy Scripture and Church 

history is not part of dream, but a reality that people, like you 

and I, have gone through personal and/or communal struggles 

and have succeeded because they have put their trust in God.  

 

We live in a blessed nation, a nation whose Founder Fathers 

saw the importance of God in building it — “In God We 

Trust,” “… one Nation, under God.”  It is our job and respon-

sibility to continue this legacy as US citizens, participating in 

the elections, and also embracing the social dimension of re-

demption. 

 

The Church does not tell us for whom we might vote, but 

helps us to see the different aspects that we, as Christians, 

need to take into consideration when this time comes.  It is 

good to read Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship by 

the USCCB. 

 

With humbleness, let us pray that our good God continue out-

pouring His Holy Spirit into us, so we allow Him to enlighten 

us during this time of discernment.  May our decisions, what-

ever they are, be for the good of all — as a Nation and as a 

people moving toward the heavenly Jerusalem!  Vivat Jesus! 

              

Our 2016-17 Minnesota State Pin features an image of St. 

Francis of Assisi.  St. Francis was a strong believer in letting 

your actions speak for you, and so am I.  Our 2016-17 

Motto, “Let Your Actions Evangelize,” follows in this 

theme of getting out there and doing good (not just talking 

about what we could do or writing checks and letting some-

one else do the work).   

 

Our time and our talents are in great demand, but as Knights 

of Columbus, we always find the time to help where we are 

needed.  There is so much need in our world.  I hope each 

council focuses on doing more this year – adding more pro-

grams, helping with more projects, and reaching more peo-

ple.  As we do this, we need to let God direct our actions and 

guide our way.  Prayer is an important part of that. 

 

Please join me in praying St. Francis of Assisi’s Prayer for 

Peace throughout this year. 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 

 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith;  

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light;  

where there is sadness, joy; 

  

O Divine Master,  

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to con-

sole; 

to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

  

For it is in giving that we receive;  

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 

Let us keep these lessons foremost in our minds – especially 

during this Year of Mercy. 

 

We are a wonderful group of men doing wonderful things.  

Think of all the things your councils does now, consider 

how much more can be done, and then organize and do it.  

Of course, continue to ask others to help you in this work – 

adding new members means more hands to do God’s work 

here on earth.  Vivat Jesus! 

Recruit a Member Today! 

 

 Let Your  

Actions  

Evangelize 



Future Meetings & Events 

August 1, 2016—Form 365—Servuice Program 

Personnel due to the Supreme Office & State Dep-

uty 

August 5-7, 2016—State Squires Convention @ 

Hutchinson 

August 8-14, 2016—Celebrate KC Family Week 

August 15, 2015—Form 1295—Council Audit Due 

August 23, 2016—Order Church Drive Kits for 

October 

September 5, 2016—Labor Day 
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In this general election year, there  

will probably be many Catholic Voter Guides 

printed.  My advice is “beware.”  There is only one 

officially approved guide by our United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, and it is entitled, 

“Forming Consciences For Faithful Citizenship: A 

Call To Political Responsibility.”  It can be found 

on the bishops’ website, www.usccb.org.  Click on 

“Issues and Action,” and then on “Faithful Citizen-

ship.”  The full document is some 38 pages, but 

scrolling down there are two bulletin insert docu-

ments that summarize it in a few pages. 

 

The first half of the document focuses on the prin-

ciples of Catholic Social Teaching which apply to 

our political responsibility.  The bishops teach us, 

“Catholic voters should use Catholic teaching to 

examine candidates’ positions on issues and should 

consider candidates’ integrity, philosophy, and per-

formance.  It is important for all citizens `to see 

beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric 

critically, and to choose their political leaders ac-

cording to principle, not party affiliation or mere 

self-interest’ ” (USCCB, Living the Gospel of Life, 

no. 33).  

 

The second half deals with making moral choices 

and applying our principles.  The bishops remind 

us, “Politics is a noble mission to promote the com-

mon good.  As such, it is about ethics and princi-

ples as well as issues, candidates, and officehold-

ers.  To engage in `politics,’ then, is more than get-

ting involved in current polemics and debates; it is 

about acting with others and through institutions 

for the benefit of all.”  The bishops set forth policy 

goals on protecting human life, marriage, immigra-

tion, poverty, education, religious freedom, health-

care, unjust discrimination, and the moral limits on 

the use of military force. 

 

There is much wisdom to be gained from reading 

the bishops’ teaching on Faithful Citizenship, but it 

will not tell us who to vote for.  The responsibility 

for applying Catholic teaching to the candidates 

belongs to each one of us.  And, if we think about 

it, not too many of us would like the bishops to tell 

us who to vote for anyway.  May God bless us as 

we struggle to do the best job we can in forming 

our consciences to be a faithful citizen.  Vivat Je-

sus! 

More 

State Secretary Marc Peters      

statesecretary@mnknights.org      

(651) 482-8771      

As I write this, I’m preparing to  

take on the practical aspects of  

the role of state treasurer.  Today, the outgoing 

state treasurer and new State Secretary Marc Peters 

sent me a link to QuickBooks, and I created an ac-

count which allows me access to the financial re-

cords of the State Council.  Tomorrow evening, he 

will be coming over to my house to help me set up 

my printer so that it will be able to print checks on 

the “blanks” provided for that purpose.  This com-

ing weekend, we will be completing other tasks 

necessary for “handing over the books.” 

 

I have to say I’m pretty excited about this … I was 

my council’s treasurer for 5 years, and I always 

enjoyed the job.  Along with the excitement, there 

is some trepidation …  there is much more to learn 

to take on the job at the state level, but Bob and 

Marc are good teachers, as well as good friends and 

Brother Knights, and I know they will make sure 

that any mistakes I make (oh, yes … I know that I 

will make mistakes!) are corrected before I embar-

rass myself too badly. 

 

That is my future for the coming year … and the 

year after that if I am reelected.  So, what about the 

past year?  Today, I completed my last annual 

Ceremonials Report, and I’d like to share a few 

items from that report on the 2015/16 fraternal year 

with you. 

 

We had more major degrees this year than ever 

before … 49, and it would have actually been 51 if 

two of them had not been cancelled!  Our second 

and third degree staffs continued to improve and 

worked harder than ever, but we could not have 

been able to do it if it were not for the new blood 

joining the ranks.  We have improved the coverage 

of the state by adding a second degree team in the 

southwest, but we still need a team up in the north-

east, beyond Duluth.  So, to those members up in 

that area, I add a plea … consider forming a second 

degree team! 

 

Despite the hard work of these second and third 

degree staffs, the average class size continues to 

drop, from an average of about 30 in 2008 to less 

than half that.  So, I add another plea … this time 

to all members.  If you are only a first degree mem-

ber, you should take your second and third degree 

as soon as possible.  Important though the lesson of 

Charity is, until you have learned the lessons of 

Unity and Fraternity, you are not a complete 

Knight.  If you are already a third or fourth degree 

member, it is your responsibility to encourage, ca-

jole, drag along by the scruff of the neck if needed, 

those first degree members in your council, to get 

them to full Knighthood.  A recent statement from 

our Field Director of Ceremonials makes it clear 

how necessary this is: “About half of new members 

remain at first degree, and of the members who 

decide to leave the order, or are suspended, 97% of 

them are first degree members!”  Vivat Jesus! 

Faithful Citizenship 

& The Election 
Associate State Chaplain  

Father Jeff Horejsi 
(507) 426-7125  

My 2 Cents  
State Treasurer Dave Whatmuff 

statet@mnknights.org      

(763) 772-2997       

Many Choices ~  

Many Opportunities 
Council Activities Director Christopher Wrobel 

(952) 913-5366 

 

Hello Brother Knights, 

 

As we start this new fraternal year, I congratulate 

all the new knights who have stood up to make the 

Order better.  This year, I have been assigned as the 

State Council Activities Director.  As the year goes 

on, I plan to provide your council the information 

needed to be active in the following activities: 

Tootsie Rolls for Intellectual Disabilities, Fall Clas-

sic, State Bowling and Softball Tournaments, and 

our new program Pop Tabs for Ronald McDonald 

Homes.  As most of you know, these activities are 

just a few done by the our state.  Watch for all of 

the activities in the different areas as they are 

talked about.  DD’s will be bringing your councils 

key information on the Pop Tab Program.  I look 

forward to talking with you and making sure that 

you have the answers needed to have successful 

programs in your individual councils.  

Use KC Napkins at Council Events  
 

Cases of 5400 napkins $125  

and Packages of 600 for $15 (plus shipping)  

 
Contact Brother Knight Ken Schoenfelder  

 

320-485-4448  

or email schoenfelderkk@tds.net 

In June, I attended a training ses- 

sion for state secretaries.  They 

gave us some useful tools to help our state grow.  

Towards the end of day, during the wrap-up ses-

sion, Deputy Supreme Knight Logan Ludwig re-

minded us that either we grow or we die — that 

simple.   

 

The Order Must Do More! 

 

More charity work: We must donate more hours of 

service and dollars donated. 

 

More members: We must widen the circle.  This 

means more councils in more parishes.  If your 

council covers more than 2 parishes, is it really 

serving each parish fully? 

 

More promotion: We must tell them what we do, 

and show them what we do. 

 

More participation in the parish: What programs do 

the parishes have that we can integrate with instead 

of compete with? 

 

More STAR Councils: Following the STAR pro-

gram is a roadmap for success; local, state, and Or-

der-wide. 

 

We’re now a month into our new fraternal year.  

Have you done more?  Has your council done more 

to improve the position of the Knights of Columbus 

in the parish and community?   

 

Once again, if the Order doesn’t grow, if your 

council doesn’t grow, we will die.  Every one of us 

has a stake in the future of the Order.  Every one of 

us must do more.  Vivat Jesus! 

 
Council orders are 

due  

August 31, 2016 

for Coats for Kids 

 

Make a child warm 

this winter! 

School Begins Soon 
Contact your Catholic School 

principal now before he/she 

gets busy with teacher work-

shops and school planning to 

make arrangements for their 

participation in the Marathon 

for Nonpublic Education.  More 

info can be found on our web-

site.:  www.mnknights.org 

Offer council assistance too! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Children%27s+Coat+Clip+Art&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=children%27s+coat+clip+art&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=
http://www.usccb.org
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Opportunities Abound 
Community Activities Director Joe George  

joe.george.9905@gmail.com 

(651) 253-3112  

 

 

 

 

At this year’s Organizational Meeting held at the 

beginning of July, I was very happy to announce 

that Paul Aeschliman has stepped up to be our 

Habitat for Humanity Chairman.  He has already 

contacted the HFH corporation, and plans are in 

the works so councils can take advantage of this 

opportunity to help those in need.  Thanks Paul for 

helping out.  I’m very excited to see all the oppor-

tunities they have for us.  You can reach Paul at 

paul.aeschliman@pcbcustomercare.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To date, we are $1547.75 away from ordering the 

container of 280 wheelchairs for Colombia.  There 

is little time left for your council to help complete 

this fundraiser in honor of Fr. Raul.  Don’t miss 

out.   

 

Right here in Minnesota, we still have 29 wheel-

chairs available in two sizes: 14” and 18”.  Please 

call me with questions on how to order or where to 

pick them up in Nevis or Lino Lakes. 

 

The wheelchair order form can be found on the 

mnknights.org website under forms.  This form can 

be used for the Colombia wheelchairs and the Min-

nesota wheelchairs.  Thanks you for all you do for 

the Knights. 

What is Good? 
State Warden Dan DeCrans 

statewarden@mnknights.org      

(218) 255-1125    

Brother Knights, 

 

With all the bad things going  

on in the world today, we need to step back and 

look at what is good.  Things are happening.  One 

great event coming up is the Canonizing of 

Mother Teresa to Sainthood in September.  Look 

at what Mother Teresa and her order has done for 

the poor through caring and service, not only in 

India, but around the world.   

 

Now let’s step back and look at our councils and 

ask these questions.  What are we doing as a coun-

cil to make our community better?  What are we 

doing to make our parishes better?  Are we really 

doing enough to make our parishes and commu-

nity better?  How can we help serve and care for 

the needy as Mother Teresa showed us how to do 

in the world? 

 

The challenge is how can I become a better 

Knight and be a better servant to everyone around 

me.  Vivat Jesus!   

Domestic Church Initiative 
State Program Director Bou Gazley 

(507) 721-3064 

programdirector@mnknights.org 

 

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson announced the Domestic Church Initiative last November, but many 

councils and Knights do not fully understand this initiative.  While there are many thoughts about what 

this initiative stands for, the goal is to strengthen our parishes.  Supreme Knight Carl Anderson said, 

“Today, the Knights of Columbus is providentially positioned to play a key role in the new alliance be-

tween the Church and the family called for by Pope Francis…  What is necessary now is our greater in-

volvement in the renewal of parish and family life.”  The Domestic Church Initiative does not change 

many of the things we are doing, it just focuses on bringing our councils, our parishes, and our families 

closer together. 

 

In June, I had the opportunity to attend meetings with state secretaries, state membership directors, and 

state program directors from all parts of the Order.  One comment that was made by the Supreme staff 

really stuck with me.  They have had conversations with parish priests about the Knights involvement in 

their parishes.  The priests were very complementary about the services and monetary donations that the 

Knights provided, but felt they could do more with pulling together families in the parish.  They also 

stated that the Knights sometimes lack a prayerful side and focus primarily on the service.  The Domestic 

Church Initiative is one way for the Knights to be more integrated into the parish community and try to 

be the force that pulls families together. 

 

The Domestic Church Initiative is not about changing who we are as Knights.  It is taking what we are 

doing and incorporate it into our parish community.  “By building upon our current programs and activi-

ties, the Knights of Columbus continues to promote the family as a ‘domestic church’ where husbands 

and wives, parents and children, grow in their knowledge and practice of the Catholic Faith”  

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/overview/index.html 

 

While the basis of this Initiative is not replacing programs, there are a couple of programming ideas that 

help foster the Domestic Church.  Some examples of these are Wedding Vow Renewal Programs, the 

Journey to the Inn, Family of the Month, the Holy Family Prayer Program, 5th Sunday Rosary program, 

and the Family Fully Alive Program.  Each Grand Knight will be receiving the booklet “Building the Do-

mestic Church, The Family Fully Alive” from their District Deputy or Regional Consultant (if no District 

Deputy is assigned).  These booklets provide monthly meditations, family projects, and scripture read-

ings.  These can be used in newsletters and bulletins, or councils can order them for each of their church 

parishioners (they are free except shipping).     

 

The Supreme Council has asked each state program director to be in charge of this initiative for their 

state.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  This initiative is a great opportu-

nity for evangelization, building families, and promoting the Knights of Columbus!  More information is 

also available at www.kofc.org/DomesticChurch  

Keep Christ in Christmas  

Christmas Card Program 2016  
 

Yes, it is time to start ordering your religious 

Christmas Cards. 

  

Once again, there are a number of new cards to 

choose from.  

 

The ordering guide as well as all information  

is on the MN Knights website.   

The turnaround time is about 10 days to 2 weeks,  

so plan and order accordingly.  

 

The first deadline date to be aware of is  

September 25, 2016.  

If you order the 35 box kit by this date, you can 

save over $33.00.  

 

Any question concerning the program or ordering 

please contact:  

 

Jeff Bagniewski  

3335 Marion Road SE  

Rochester, MN  55904  

(507) 884-1521  

jpbags@charter.net  

St. Michael Medals  
 

 

Do you have a family member or friend  

serving in the military?   

 

You can request a St. Michael Medal to be sent 

to them from our State Chaplain. 

 

There is no cost to you or the military service 

person.  The military person does not need to be 

a man, a Knight of Columbus, or a Catholic.   

 

Send the name of the person in the military, their 

rank, branch of service, and address to State 

Chaplain Raul, and he will send the medal (and a 

prayer book if requested) directly to the service-

man/woman.   

 

Please email your requests to 

statechaplain@mnknights.org  

 

Prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families 

are very important to our military men and 

women.   

 

Continue to pray for them and their safety.  

KC Family Week—August 8-14, 2016 

 
There’s no better time than this to sponsor an “old 

fashioned” KC Family Picnic.  Actually, challenge 

each family to bring a non-KC family along.  What 

a great recruitment opportunity!  Schedule one 

now! 

School Begins Soon! 
 

Catholic schools, as well as public schools, need volunteers.  Do you 

have some time to spare/give?  Contact your school if you do.  Religious 

education programs need volunteers too.  You will need to be VIRTUS 

trained.  Help build the domestic church and our families.  Your actions 

just might get a new Knight—and for that we say, THANK YOU! 

javascript:void(0)
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8p77CTxUqWwAxruJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyNjlhb3N2BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyYjNmMmVjZDQ5MWI0ZTkxZWNiNzU3ZDMyMzYyMWFhMwRncG9zAzQEaXQDYmluZw--?back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3
mailto:joe.george.9905@gmail.com
mailto:paul.aeschliman@pcbcustomercare.com
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/overview/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/DomesticChurch
mailto:jpbags@charter.net
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=picnic&view=detailv2&&&id=0582EF15EEF1B6EC7B8109527BEDE682786831E8&selectedIndex=6&ccid=mv2nhfYk&simid=608039431231899087&thid=JN.QQovAnDktH2xe0zZLflC7w
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Knights of Columbus 

22nd Annual Family "Camporee"  

Camping Weekend 
August 26 – 28, 2016 

Grand Marais City Campground 

Grand Marais MN 

Hosted by Silver Bay Council 4469 

 

All events and registration will be at the Park Shelter, unless indicated.  

Check the bulletin board for changes, or additions to the schedule, etc.  

Registration starts at 3 p.m.  First activity is Stations of the Cross at 

4:30 p.m. The complete schedule of events can be found in the August 

Online Supplement at mnknights.org 

 

This is a wonderful event to enjoy nature and make new friends.  There will 

be KC families from across the state.  Bring your  family and enjoy a great 

weekend.   All ages are welcome to join the fun at this year's camping week-

end, also known as camporee.  We will have planned activities, as well as 

plenty of free time.  We welcome large and small campers, tents, and just 

visitors for the day.  Make your reservations now. 

 

Join us for Stations of the Cross, Bean Bag and Horseshoe Tournaments, 

Mass at the campground, catered meal, entertainment, and loads of fun.  The 

campground also offers a boat launch and  trails for hiking or biking, or just 

relax by Lake Superior under a nice shade tree or by a campfire.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All ages are welcome to join the fun at Minnesota’s north shore destination. 

 

The Grand Marais City Campground is located 110 miles from Duluth on 

Hwy 61 in Grand Marais MN on Lake Superior and Grand Marais Harbor.  It 

is best known for its picturesque sunsets, beautiful beaches, nature trails, 

well-maintained campsites, clean restrooms, showers, and much more.   

 

No extra fee per family to attend activities as a visitor to the camporee if you 

are staying in town.  Everyone attending the camporee needs to fill out a reg-

istration form.  Send an email request for a form to: 

 

 markglatzel64@gmail.com,  

or go to centralmnkofc.org or mnknights.org to download a form. 

 

REGISTRATION, INCLUDING NUMBER ATTENDING,  

IS DUE BY AUG. 1st      
 

Refer to the mnknights.org website for more details on meals and activities 

planned for the weekend.  Call the host couple Ken and Bonnie Kruger at 

(218) 310-3010 or Mark Glatzel at (320) 267-1485 or  

markglatzel64@gmail.com  for more info. 

 
Membership 101 

State Membership Director Conrad Meier 

(320) 260-6945 or (320) 259-5169 

membershipdirector@mnknights.org 

 

Here are a few ideas to get off to a quick start this year.    

 

Make sure you take advantage of the Building the Domestic Church Program by 

meeting with your priests in the next month to let them know they have our sup-

port, and ask them how we can help them in the coming year to become a 

stronger parish.   

 

This starts with our members working with our parishes to be more active and 

get our young people involved with their faith. 

 

We need to bring in new members and give them the opportunity and encour-

agement to become active as Brother Knights and parish members so we can 

grow our councils, parishes, and faith communities.  We all need to be good 

role models and examples for our young people. 

 

Be ready to invite your family, friends, and neighbors to join us helping with 

our church breakfasts and fundraisers and our church and youth programs.  

Make sure to give them a good experience.  As they work with us, we need to 

be ready to show and tell them about the rewards of being a member. 

 

We have our membership materials from Supreme, but each council needs to 

have a brochure or handout that tells them about your council programs and 

meetings.   

 

Remember that when we recruit a new member, we need to make them and 

their family feel welcome.  Invite them to your meetings and give them the 

chance to volunteer.   

 

Check out the membership incentives.  Members can earn a nice fleece jacket 

by recruiting three members and having the Form 100’s turned in by September 

30th.  Your council can earn $250 by being at 25% of your net membership 

goal by September 30th.  The net membership goal means any member suspen-

sions or withdrawals will be deducted. 

 

Every council can get a free Membership Drive Kit, including shipping charges, 

by sending in the order form from the following link: https://www.kofc.org/en/

resources/membership/driveform.pdf 

 

The form cannot be filled in online.  You need to print it, fill it in, and can and 

email it to councilgrowth@kofc.org or you can mail it in. 
 

In closing, contact me if you have a question or need support. 

(320) 260-6945 (leave a message)  

email: cmeier2@chartermi.net 

Help Save Lives  
 

Raise funds for an ultrasound machine! 

 

Aren’t planning to place a machine in your immediate 

area, but want to help with the Ultrasound Initiative in 

Minnesota?   

 

Many councils have made contributions to the MN State Council Fund.  This 

fund provides councils who are getting close to their fundraising goal with up 

to $2500 per machine.  

 

Make checks payable to Minnesota  Knights of Columbus with the memo line 

denoting MN Ultrasound Initiative. 

 

Have extra funds from your Ultrasound Initiative Project?  Donate them to the 

fund to help place additional machines.   

 

Remember to be a source of continued support  

to your life care centers. 

Squires Convention and      

Food for Kidz Project 
 

Our annual Columbian Squires Convention will be held August 

5-7 in Hutchinson, MN.  Squires from all over Minnesota will 

gather for fraternal activities.  During the convention we will hold an investi-

ture, tour a manufacturing plant, have opportunities for prayer, confession, 

and mass, bag food for the poor, swim, hold our awards dinner, and install 

the new state officers.  It is a time to strengthen and affirm our Squire com-

mitments. 

 

We are seeking help from councils and individuals who would like to donate 

funds toward our service project of bagging food for the poor.  Maybe your 

council would consider matching the money the squires raise toward this 

project.  Each squire who attends the convention will donate a portion of 

their convention registration fee toward the cost of bagging this food.  Food 

for Kidz has an expense of $25 per box, which includes the food and ship-

ping to Africa.  Ten dollars from each $35 registration fee will be donated to 

help with this cost.   

If you wish to donate.... 
Please make checks payable to: 

  

Minnesota State Circle   

Attn:  Food for Kids 

Funds can be mailed to: 

  

Deacon Lyle A. Johnson  

8629 Beverly Street 

Duluth MN 55808 

javascript:void(0)
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/membership/driveform.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/membership/driveform.pdf
mailto:councilgrowth@kofc.org
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https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=ultrasound+machine+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=84E58955DC9C591D4B2280D7F0BCFAED411C0B0A&selectedIndex=11&ccid=rL2NZJdD&simid=608036558370574308&thid=OIP.Macbd8d6497438f981fc56edd686e7227o0


KNIGHTLY NEWS 

Page 5 

 

2016-17 State Incentives 
 

Check out the great state incentives for  

membership recruitment this year!   

 

These were announced in last month’s Knightly News, but in case you missed 

them, here they are again. 

 

Check out the details in the August Online Supplement 

at mnknights.org 

 

Some are to help energize us this summer and other run the entire fraternal 

year.   

 

For Individual Members: 
 

Summer Warm-up  
July - September 2016 

 

If a member recruits 3 or more new members, he will receive a Fleece Jacket 

with the K of C logo 

 

Building the Order 
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 

 

Receive gift cards to Menards, Mills Fleet Farm, or Home Depot (dollar 

amount based on number recruited) 

See August Online Supplement for more details 

 

For Minnesota Councils: 
 

Summer Sizzle  
July - September 2016 

 

If a council reaches 25% of their net membership goal, the council will re-

ceive $250 for charitable use 

 

Additional Council and District Incentives detailed in the August Online  

Supplement at mnknight.org 

The Knights of Columbus  

State Soccer Challenge Date is set!! 
 

Saturday, October 1, 2016 
Registration at 8:30 a.m. 

Shoot out to begin at 9:00 a.m. 

St Thomas Academy 

949 Mendota Heights Road 

Mendota Heights MN 55120  

 

Please scan and email all Districts Champions Forms before Midnight on 

September 26th to  

State Soccer Chairman Rodney Tholen Tholen07@gmail.com 

Reference: 2016 KC Soccer Challenge Champions 

 

Or mail then to 

State Soccer Chairman Rodney Tholen 

                    1114 American Boulevard 

Bloomington MN 55420 

 

Or FAX them to Marian Council #3827 

FAX # (952) 888-8974 

 

Your council Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge can be held at any 

time throughout the year.  Most happen in the fall.  Does your council have 

a champion yet?  If not, kick into high gear.  Find one.  Find six.  Seek out 

your council champions.  Make it fun and include the entire family.  Re-

member, any open net can be roped off and scored looking for your council 

champion.  

 

District shoot outs can be held as early as Saturday, September 17th.  Check 

with your DD.  He has to receive your forms to run his event.  Second place 

winners should be available to compete if the first place winner cannot at-

tend.  Good luck to all. 

 

Shooters are boys and girls the age groups of 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14. 

 

Hold a Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge for one or one thousand 

shooters.  Have Fun! 

 

Any question, call me, Chairman Rodney Tholen at  

(507) 530-7901 
 

Minnesota Knights Welcome Archbishop Hebda 

 
Archbishop Bernard Hebda was welcomed to the family of the Minnesota 

Knights of Columbus at the Organizational Meeting Saturday evening banquet.  

The Archbishop is a GREAT supporter of the Knights and thanked the men for 

all they do for the church, priests, and bishops.  Pictured with the State Offi-

cers and Supreme Program Representative left to right are front row:  Father 

Jeff Horejsi, (Associate State Chaplain), Father Raul Perez-Cobo (State Chap-

lain), Archbishop Hebda, Robert Penas (State Deputy), and Jim Terwedo 

(State Advocate).  Back row left to right are:  Dan DeCrans (State Warden), 

David Whatmuff (State Treasurer), Marc Peters (State Secretary), Pat Maloney 

(Supreme Program Consultant) and Joe Konrardy (Immediate Past State Dep-

uty). 

43rd Annual Knights of Columbus  

Softball Tournament 

 
August 27 - 28, 2016 

             Jaycee Park ~  Mankato MN   

                  Hosting Council North Mankato #5551  

                  Entry Fee: $150 ~ Due August 1, 2016 

 

Tournament Rules: 

- Each player must be an active KC member  

 **Each team may have up to 4 pending KC members,  

     however they must present the signed FORM 100         

signed by their council’s financial secretary 

- Team rosters to be turned in on site 

- All players must check in at the tournament  

 with photo ID & KC Card/Form 100 

- ASA rules to be used 

- Bats will be checked and must comply to ASA rules 

- Balls will be supplied 

 

Notes: 

- Food, and non-alcoholic beverages will be sold on-site 

- Mass on Sunday at the fields 

 

Want to register your team?     

Questions?   

Contact Cary  

at (507) 381-6557  

or crentschler@hotmail.com 
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Progress at Fort St. Charles 
 

After years of talk, thought, hand wringing, and frustration, the Fort St. Charles 

Board of Directors has decided to demolish the present chapel at the historical 

site.  This step was not taken lightly and was taken with much trepidation.  The 

decision was made for the safety of all. 

 

The present chapel was constructed of concrete logs over 60 years ago and has 

served us very well.  Unfortunately, the logs have developed hairline cracks.  

These cracks have allowed moisture to get to the internal rebar which is now 

rusting.  The rusting rebar expands and is causing the logs to deteriorate.  For 

the past 15 years, the maintenance work crews have fixed, patched, coated, and 

done everything they could think of to prolong the life of the structure. 

 

The Fort St. Charles Board of Directors made a decision to tear down the chapel 

this fall based on safety reasons.  The deterioration has gotten to the point where 

the board is concerned that the structure could collapse.  They could not, in 

good conscience, accept the liability of having a worker or visitor injured if this 

were to happen.  The work crew in September will have the main priority of 

removing the altar from the chapel and tearing the chapel down.  Your altar will 

be sitting outside when the work crew leaves this fall. 

 

The plan is to try to replace the chapel with a new cedar log structure as money 

is available.  Everything done at the Fort is expensive because of the location on 

Magnusson Island in Lake of the Woods.  Equipment, gravel, sand, concrete, 

logs, windows, doors, and roofing materials all have to be delivered by boat or 

barge.  Budget estimates for the total project are between $80,000 and 

$100,000.  Costs depend on markets and timeframes.  The Logs of Legacy Fund 

has about one-third of that amount right now.  When the fill materials are deliv-

ered next winter, the funds will be just about depleted. 

 

Brother Knights, we need your help.  Our forbearers took on the Fort St. 

Charles restoration project as a statewide project.  They obtained the land, built 

the chapel, built the stockade, and built cabins for our religious to use and en-

joy.  Are we going to be known as the generation that can’t even maintain what 

they built?  Your assistance is needed if you are able-bodied and can physically 

help on the work crew in September.  We also need money for this project.  If 

you can find it in your heart, tax-deductible donations are sorely needed.  The 

board agonized over having the altar exposed to the elements when the demoli-

tion was decided on.  It is your altar and your historical site.  Help the board 

rebuild and carry on the Knights’ commitment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on having someone come to your meeting to explain Fort 

St. Charles or if you would like to volunteer for the work crew in September, 

contact:: 

 

Fort St. Charles Board of Directors Chairman Jim Andrie  

(612) 845-8319      email:   jim.andrie@hotmail.com 

 

OR 

 

Logs of Legacy Donations Chairman John Leesch 

(320) 815-1302     jbleesch@hotmail.com 

 

 

Send donations to:  Harry Dahlin 

   33434 Country Loop 

   Wadena MN 56482 

 
New Welcome/Information 

Sign Being Built 

Mass During Spring  

Work Week 

Introducing a New Culture of Life Program 
Culture of Life Activities Director John Bowlin 

saljohn67@q.com     (651) 483-1877 

 

Two Catholic prolife organizations blessed by the Archdiocese of MSP 

are seeking Knights of Columbus help in their defense of life.  When 

Abria Pregnancy Resources moved into their new location on University 

Avenue and Vandalia Street in St. Paul seven months ago, they brought 

with them, two medical staffs and two ultrasound machines obtained 

through our Ultrasound Initiative Program.  They soon had a billboard 

erected on the NE corner of University Avenue and Vandalia that reaches 

out to young women, one block from Planned Parenthood.  Abria’s vision 

is to provide a choice of life for young women and their babies, by earn-

ing their trust and building long term supportive relationships.   

 

This location had been dominated by the largest PP abortion mill in Min-

nesota, where 50% of MN abortions have happened every year since 

2011.  University Avenue is a strategic transportation corridor for thou-

sands of young women.  It is within 5 miles of 10 colleges and universi-

ties.  This corridor is encompassed by dozens of low income neighbor-

hoods — stretching from the St. Agnes Frogtown area in the east and U of 

M to the west.   

 

The St. Agnes neighborhood houses a key Abria prolife partner, Holy 

Family Catholic Adoption Agency.  Working together, Abria Pregnancy 

Resources helps women choose life, not abortion and Holy Family Catho-

lic Adoption Agency responds to adoption referrals from Abria and other 

centers when women are interested in learning about adoption.  Abria and 

Holy Family are Catholic nonprofit, prolife organizations dedicated to 

reaching out to young women facing a pregnancy crisis and considering 

abortion as a solution.  They need our prayers and financial support for 

their mission to protect God’s gift of life against a strong aggressor.  This 

new statewide Culture of Life Program will provide much needed finan-

cial support for two Catholic prolife, nonprofit organizations that rely to-

tally on donations to stay in operation.  

 

By creating this program, the MN Knights of Columbus are joining with 

Bishop Andrew Cozzens and his Abria Clergy Council in prayerful sup-

port of God’s miracle of life in a vulnerable community targeted by 

Planned Parenthood.  This program will run annually in the prolife month 

of January starting in 2017.  We need your help in selecting a name for 

our new program.   

 

We invite our membership to help us by submitting the information below 

along with their selection for a program name.  The deadline for entries 

is August 31st.  The winner will receive a certificate and a Culture of 

Life Kit for their council, containing a variety of prolife materials; flyers, 

prayer cards, posters, and a bestselling book.  This kit will help you advo-

cate for a culture of life in your family, parish, K of C council, district, 

and community.  

 

In the words of Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, “The Knights of Colum-

bus formula is simple: become informed, get involved, and stand up for 

Life!” 

 

Mail your information and suggested program name for the new Culture 

of Life Program to John Bowlin, 478 County Road J West, Shoreview 

MN 55126 r email it to saljohn67@q.com 

 

Thank You, for participating and supporting the lives of the unborn 

—————————————————————————————-

Information Needed For Entry 

 

Council Name_______________________________________________ 

 

Council #___________________________________________________ 

 

Your Name__________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #:__________________  Email____________________________ 

 

Mailing Address______________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

My suggested program name for the new Culture of Life Program is: 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

mailto:jim.andrie@hotmail.com
mailto:jbleesch@hotmail.com


KNIGHTLY NEWS 

Page 7 

 Degree Schedule 

 

 
Date  Location  1st Degree  2nd Degree  3rd Degree  Host DD  Phone # 

 

8/23/16  Transfiguration/Oakdale         Jeff Schmidt  651-368-1699 

 

9/24/16  LaCrescent           Mike Mishler  612-201-4611 

 

 

                           Check State Website for more dates & details! 

                                                   Contact the Ceremonials Director to arrange for a Degree Exemplification in your area.    

Master’s Memo 
Craig Larson PSD - District Master 

master@mnknights.org      

218-289-3872 

Summertime is filled with opportunities to promote the Knights of Columbus — whether 

it’s a food stand at the fair, helping out at your parish picnic, or participating in the  many 

parades throughout Minnesota.  Please do your part to promote the Knights of Columbus and recruit 

members to our councils and assemblies.  

 

Congratulations to the new Brother Knights who joined and to the new Sir Knights who were exempli-

fied into the 4th Degree last month.  Thank you to the degree staff and all those who made the “Super 

Degree Weekend” a success.  Hopefully, we can continue to offer the opportunity to join the 4th Degree 

at times that work for those who can’t attend our Spring/Fall Exemplifications.   

 

Please make plans to attend our Fall Exemplification on October 29th in Detroit Lakes. 

 

In a few months, we will be electing new leaders for our country.  Please do your part.  Become an in-

formed voter and make your voice heard by casting your ballot.  Our voices are needed more than ever.  

 

At our Spring Exemplification, I gave out information about an Honor Flight.  There are Honor Flights 

that fly from the Twin Cities and Duluth in Minnesota.  There are also flights from Lacrosse, WI and 

Fargo, ND that also provide the opportunity for Minnesota veterans to travel to Washington, DC to visit 

the memorials built in their honor.  I encourage each assembly to consider making a donation to an 

Honor Flight that is available to your local veterans.  They would also be happy to accept donations 

from individuals.  It’s a great way to honor our veterans. 

 

Please pray for the men and women of our military  

and all those who work in law enforcement.  

 

The annual Fourth Degree Mass at Crow Wing Chapel was held on July 17th.  Pictured below is the 

honor guard which was present with Bishop Paul Sirba of the Duluth Diocese and Father Ken O’Hotto, 

Faithful Friar.  More photos can be seen on the online supplement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivat Jesus!  Ask someone to be a Knight! 

 Father Michael J. McGivney 

         Guild 
 

We will celebrate Knights of  

Columbus Family Week August 8th  

through 14th. This week contains both Father 

McGivney’s birthday and the anniversary of his 

death.  Venerable Michael McGivney was born in 

Waterbury,  Connecticut on August 12, 1852.    So, 

Thursday, August 12, 2016 will be his 164th birth-

day!  He died on August 14, 1890.  So, the Satur-

day of that week will be the 126th anniversary of 

his death. 

 

There are several ways you can commemorate Fa-

ther McGivney during your Family Week events.  

For example, if you are holding a council or assem-

bly picnic or dinner during that time period, or 

even earlier in August, consider having a “birthday 

cake for Father McGivney” as an acknowledgment 

of our founder.  You might also want to include the 

prayer for Father McGivney’s canonization during 

any events: 
 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender 

of the widow and orphan, You called Your priest, 

Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of 

Christian family life and to lead the young to the 

generous service of their neighbor.  Through the 

example of his life and virtue may we follow your 

Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling His com-

mandment of charity and building up His Body 

which is the Church.  Let the inspiration of Your 

servant prompt us to greater confidence in Your 

love so that we may continue his work of caring for 

the needy and the outcast.  We humbly ask that 

You glorify Your venerable servant Father Michael 

J. McGivney on earth according to the design of 

Your holy will.  Through his intercession, grant the 

favor I now present (here make any specific re-

quest). Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  Our Fa-

ther - Hail Mary - Glory Be 

 

And of course, please join the Father McGivney 

Guild and support his cause for canonization.  To 

sign up, please visit: 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/  

or send your name and address to  

The Father McGivney Guild,  

1 Columbus Plaza,  

New Haven, CT 06510 

Choose from our 

homes those who 

are needed for thy 

work! 

 

Pray for vocations 

to the priesthood & 

religious life! 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/


Insurance Corner 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding  Knights of 

Columbus insurance, please contact our general agents: 

 

 
 

 

E. Central & NE              Metro Area  
Jim Szczech, General Agent       Lloyd Cybart General Agent 

2 Second Ave. S, Suite 145              1001 E. Cliff Rd.,  Suite 160                   

Sauk Rapids, MN  56379            Burnsville, MN   55337       

Office: 320-252-7173        Office: 952-686-7720   

Cell: 320-339-2848        Fax:  952-388-0851 

Fax:  320-252-7179        Lloyd.Cybart@kofc.org 

Jim.Szczech@kofc.org        www.twincitieskofc.org 

www.centralmnkofc.org 

               

W. Minnesota          Southern 

David Goedke, General Agent        Luke Rennie, General Agent 

12 South Marshall Ave.              PO Box 1067 

Springfield, MN   56087                    Location: 135 West Main Street 

PH:  507-723-3360         Suite 2 

David.Goedtke@kofc.org        Owatonna, MN  55060 

           Office:  507-417-4169 

           Luke.Rennie@kofc.org 
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         Memoriam  

 

            
 

 

Upon the death of a Brother Knight 

from your council, please send the 

following information. 

   

1) Deceased Knight’s Name                 

2) Date of Death  

3) Council Number                           

4) Town his Council is in  

5) Next of Kin’s Name, Relation-

ship, and Address 

6) Indicate if he was a former DD, 

past State Officer, etc. 

 

Send this information to:   

Fraternalism Director  

Randy Lindstrom 

609 25th Ave SW  

Willmar, MN 56201  

mnkcfc@gmail.com or  

(320) 231-2584 
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Checks 

       All checks sent to the 

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 

should be made payable to: 

 

Minnesota Knights of Columbus 

 

Please write in memo area what 

the check is for! 

WANTED:  KNIGHTS TO HELP KNIGHTS 

 
The Knights of Columbus Insurance Program provides needed coverage to 

over two million policyholders.  We currently have in excess of 

100,000,000,000 (that’s 100 billion) dollars of life insurance in force. 

 

Because of the growth of the Order’s Insurance Program, each Agency in 

Minnesota is in need of Knights who can represent the Order as agents.  

This is a full time career with benefits. 

 

The Knights offer: 

 A chance to make a difference in people’s lives. 

 Opportunity to serve  your fellow Knights and Catholics 

 Further the Dream of Father McGivney 

 Professional and Level Earnings Potential 

 Non-Contributory Traditional Pension Plan 

 401K Plan 

 Contributory Life, Disability, and Health Insurance 

 

Pretty impressive list, isn’t it?  Would you like to help provide benefits and 

services to Brother Knights and their families?  Would you like to know 

more about how you can become a KC Insurance Field Agent?  Don’t for-

get, you lose nothing by asking! 

 

Contact your assigned General Agent for more information.  This is a very 

rewarding career for the right person. 

 

Would you like to know if a career with the Knights fits YOUR motivations 

and desires?  Click:  

https://tara.vitapowered.com/LLG_98_L_Cybart/R2Gv4 and spend three 

minutes and answer the questions to get an idea. 

Recently Deceased 

 
Anoka #2018         Ralph W. Talbot 

Duluth #8268         Kim Heide 

Faribault #889         Albert Koenig 

Hibbing #1649         Stanley Venne 

Hutchinson #4797     Ronald McGraw 

Int. Falls #1540         Ken Matson 

Le Sueur #2895         Donald Doheny 

Marshall #1621         William J. Doom 

Mound #6005         James E. Regan 

Sauk Rapids #11346 William Jackels 

Silver Lake #1841    Thomas Condon  

So. St. Paul #3659    Leonard Seliga 

So. St. Paul #3659    Thomas Taterka 

St. James #3427        Thomas Quinn 

Waconia #2506        Edwin Weinzierl    

Supreme Hotline  

for FS Help 
 

Membership Records has a  

team of 8 in a call center  

Dedicated exclusively to helping 

Financial Secretaries  

 

They can help the FS with any 

questions regarding  

Member Management  

or Member Billing 

 

Correct Hotline Number  

203-800-4955 

 

ExpertFS@KofC.org 

Auxiliary News 

 

 

Ladies and families,   

have safe travels as  

our summer comes to a  

close.  Plan on attending the State 

Workshop in October — more de-

tails later.   

 

Reminder: Share State Board meet-

ing  information with your auxiliary 

members.  

 

In solidarity with Supreme, the la-

dies auxiliaries throughout the 

country joined in the peace novena 

(July 14 - 22) for an end to vio-

lence.  Saint Francis of Assisi's 

Prayer for Peace, "Make me an in-

strument of your peace....."  

Minnesota KC  

Student Loan Fund  

 
Contact Brother Knight Mike Daly 

 

952-873-2213 

 

daly.daly@frontiernet.net 

 

More details in the August Online 

Supplement at mnknights.org 

 

 

 

Information we have at this time for Special Olympic Bowling is listed below.   

 

Area 12 Bowling Competition 

October 8, 2016  AMF Southtown Lanes  Bloomington, MN 

 

Area 6 Competition 

October 9, 2016  Hutch Bowl   Hutchinson, MN 

 

Area 11 Competition 

October 16, 2016 Brunswick Zone XL  Brooklyn Park, MN 

 

Area 7 Bowling Competition 

October 14-15, 2016 River City Extreme  Monticello, MN 

 

State Bowling Tournament 

November 11-13, 2016 

 

Please watch future newsletter issues for more information or contact: 

 

Special Olympics Co-Chairman Dan Irvin 

(763) 416-2067   danirvin13@yahoo.com 

 

OR 

 

Special Olympics Co-Chairman Chris Wrobel 

(952) 440-7288   mn-ckw@integra.net 

 

Volunteers are needed at all levels.   

Contact one of the chairman to volunteer. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=spcial+olympics+bowling&view=detailv2&&id=404BC4BB5E5BE59F8AAAFF7FC4268B8D677101AD&selectedIndex=65&ccid=Dp6DK3rd&simid=607994347113089043&thid=OIP.M0e9e832b7adda56bcac26a8c3d05c909o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=dollar+sign&view=detailv2&&id=E48A494EA43C61667508D5B3216E8FBD5D4F52E4&selectedIndex=9&ccid=kv0rUJ4M&simid=608046655836262265&thid=OIP.M92fd2b509e0cfa172da6b74bf0992dcdo0

