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FUTURE MEETINGS 
 AND EVENTS 

October 10, 2008—Suspension of Council 
for Nonpayment of Per Capita Tax & 
Catholic Advertising Fund 
October 11, 2008—State Soccer Challenge 
October 12, 2008—Columbus Day 
October 25, 2008—4th Degree 
Exemplification 
November 1, 2008—Deadline for Free 
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By:  Gene Hippe,  
State Deputy 

Lessons from Nature 
By:  Gene Hippe, State Deputy 

 
United we stand, divided we fall!  A great philosophical phrase used to make a 
point.  This phrase is often put to the test in nature and one of the best examples is 
the giant Redwood forests.  These trees can stand over 200 feet tall and a few are 
over 300 feet.  It is doubtful that a single Redwood tree standing by itself could 
withstand the strong winds of storms that blow in off the Pacific coast in northern 
California.   
 
How do these majestic trees withstand those Pacific storms without being blown 
over?  The answer lies in the trees support system with each other.  They do not 
grow to be 200 feet tall if they stand alone.  When they grow as a forest, they 
develop a support system both above and below the 
ground.  Above ground they protect each other by 
dispersing the force of the wind.  Beneath the ground 
their roots intermingle and provide a strong base 
that leaves no tree completely standing alone.  
The wind stress on one tree is partially shared by 
those around it. They support each other by 
standing united. 
 
How similar this support system is to a healthy local 
KC council and to our State Council and Supreme 
Order.  As individual members and as individual 
c o un c i l s ,  we  a r e vulnerable to the many 
strong and evil winds that blow our way.  But 
collectively, we are strong and support the very 
foundation – the roots of our organization.  Yes, 
together  we can withstand and turn away 
the ill winds of those who attack the teachings 
of the church on such issues as abortion and 
same sex marriage.  Together we can provide a 
protective windbreak for our bishops and priests.  We can collectively act as 
defenders of the faith.  We must remain united, strong and be numerous in 
numbers to be effective. 
 
Like a Redwood forest, the more members we have, the more support and 
protection we can provide for our Church, our bishops and our priests.  We must 
grow our organization by recruiting more members and developing new councils.  
We can and we will rise tall above those who oppose the value system of our 
church and our KC organization.  We shall not be overcome by those who 
oppose the basic teachings of the Church if we are strong and remain united.  

Do you pray the Rosary?  Where do you 
keep your Rosary?  I know you have one 
because you were given one when you 
became a member. Keep it in your 
pocket or on your bed stand. 
 
Soon we will be electing a new 
President of the United States.  Not only 
does the economic future and foreign 
policy of our nation depend on the 
leadership of this person, but also the 
moral fabric of our society is partially in 
his hands.  These candidates and all 
those who vote in the election need our 
prayers.  Our prayers need to address 
Church teachings, respect for life and 
t radi t ional  marr iage. Pray for 
enlightenment of minds, conversions of 
hearts and especially pray for peace.    
 
As an organization, we are not to be 
political, but nothing prevents us from 
defending the teachings of the Church.  
Nothing should stop us from defending 
the moral convictions of our bishops and 
priests.  In our nation we can do that in 
the voting booth.   
 
Please join me in praying a decade of 
the Rosary - or at least three Hail Mary’s 
- every day thru election day.  Pray for 
leadership that will keep America in the 
good graces of God so he will continue 
to bless this country.  Pray for unity so 
our country can move forward in 
addressing issues that are morally 
important.  Pray for members of the 
KC,s that we remain strong in our moral 
convictions.  Every prayer is heard 
and every vote does count, so don’t 
waste yours by not voting.   

Knights Welcome Bishop LeVoir 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approximately 2100 people watched and prayed as Bishop John L. LeVoir was 
consecrated and installed as the Fourth Bishop of the New Ulm Diocese on 
September 15, 2008, with a 2 p.m. Mass.  Even though he is the fourth Bishop of 
the Diocese, he is the first to be consecrated in the Diocese.  Archbishop John C. 
Nienstedt of Minneapolis/St. Paul was the principal consecrator, in the presence 
of the Most. Rev. Pietro Sambi, S.T.D., J.C.D., Apostolic Nuncio to the United 
States. 
 
State Deputy Gene Hippe and State Chaplain Father Ron Huberty of the New Ulm 
Diocese are pictured above welcoming Bishop LeVoir.  Also present to welcome 
him were approximately 100 Fourth Degree Knights who provided an Honor 
Guard for the occasion.   



Stay Committed to Pro-Life 
By:  Fr. David Maciej 

Associate State Chaplain 
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By:  Father Ron Huberty, State Chaplain 

 
 

The first Sunday in October is Respect Life Sunday.  What 
a wonderful opportunity in this month of October to renew 
our commitment to supporting the gift of life from 
conception to natural death.  Pope Benedict in his homily at 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral on April 19, 2008 powerfully upheld the message of 
life.  “The proclamation of life, life in abundance, must be the heart of the new 
evangelization.  For true life – our salvation – can only be found in the 
reconciliation, freedom and love which are God’s gracious gift.”  As Knights 
we must always proclaim the gift of human life from the unborn to natural 
death.  All human life is created in God’s image and likeness.  All life must be 
treated at temples of the Holy Spirit.  All life is sacred.  Our society continues 
to promote a culture of death through abortions, euthanasia, violence, unjust 
wars, greed, exploitation of the poor and the resources of the earth for the 
betterment of the few and the countless other actions and attitudes that destroys 
the dignity of human life.   
 
This spirit for promoting that all human life is precious in God’s eyes was 
witnessed so well by Father Michael J. McGivney.  Father McGivney reached 
out to those in need in his parishes and community.  He heard the cries and 
needs of people and responded to those in need by being the presence of Christ 
love and compassion.   
 
In the celebration of the Eucharist we are nourished by the very life of Christ so 
that we will be filled with hope and committed as Knights to trust in God who 
created us and loves us.  In the Our Father we pray “Our Father who art in 
heaven … thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  We 
must pray that our hearts will always be formed in God’s ways so that God’s 
will is done as we strive to promote life.   
 
We have a great responsibility before us in this month of October to form our 
consciences on promoting life for all as the election approaches.  As Catholics 
we have a responsibility to be informed and be involved in the political process 
so that we be good stewards of the gifts God has given us.  May the love of 
Christ bless all of you and help you to build through your families, councils 
and communities a culture where all people can be filled with great hope and 
life.   

����������	�
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By:  Craig Larson, State Treasurer 

The month of October has become a rallying point for all Pro-Life people and 
organizations to re-commit themselves to this message of Christ and our Church:  
the right to life is the most basic and fundamental right of every human being.  
Perhaps many of you have seen the article, “Doing Good and Avoiding Evil” in 
your recent diocesan newspaper.  The article reminds us of the basic ground on 
which our commitment to the unborn, and others whose lives are vulnerable, lies.  
The statement reads: “The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life 
from the moment of conception until natural death is always wrong and is not just 
one issue among many.  It must always be opposed.”  I would emphasize the 
phrase:  “is not just one issue among many.”  
 
 There’s a lot of pressure, sometimes from well-meaning Christians and others, to 
place the right to life on an equal level with other issues – issues  which certainly 
are crucial and need to be addressed.  Without total respect for that most 
fundamental right, however, the other issues will suffer as well because their very 
foundation has been eroded from the start.  May all of us who proudly bear the 
name of Knights of Columbus, along with our families, friends and fellow-
parishioners, renew our resolve to protect the unborn, the handicapped, the elderly, 
the sick and all whose lives are vulnerable.  And may the Lord of all life strengthen 
our resolve and give us the courage we need to persevere in our commitment to his 

��������������������������
By:  Joe Konrardy, State Warden 

Here it is, early October, and we have just completed the first 25% of this fraternal 
year.  Over the next 90 days you will get a chance to voice your support for our 
next President as well as prepare for and celebrate Jesus’ birthday.  Along the way 
you have an opportunity to invite a new member to the Order before, during and 
after the Membership Blitz.  You will have a chance to celebrate the Eucharist 
through Sunday worship and Holy Days.  We’ll all thank God for the fall harvest 
while watching parades and football games during Thanksgiving. 

As leaders, take a few minutes to analyze what you have done over the last 90 days.  
Take a look at your plans and goals for the next 90 days.  Ask yourself “Are you 
doing all that you can to show support for your Brothers, your Pastor, Your Church, 
for God?”  We can all find something to improve on.  Trust in God that He’ll give 
you the strength to make that change.  You know He will! 

 ������� ������!�
 
In keeping with a longstanding commitment to build stronger marriages and 
families, the Knights of Columbus launched a new initiative at the 126th Supreme 
Council Meeting, called “Fathers For Good”.  The centerpiece of the initiative is an 
interactive web-site:  www.fathersforgood.org. 
 
“Fatherhood is a gift, a privilege, and a responsibility,” Supreme Knight  Carl 
Anderson says in a special video message on the web-site.  “The way in which we 
accept this gift, acknowledge this privilege and act upon this responsibility will 
determine the ways in which we will build up the good of our families and our 
communities.  by being faithful to our calling as husband and fathers, “ he notes, 
“we are ultimately being faithful to ourselves.” 
 
The theme for the launch of the web-site is “A Father’s Identity,” which offers men 
resources on to build a strong, loving and confident identity in a culture that often 
does now value fatherhood or masculine virtues.  The theme of the site will be 
updated regularly, based on the votes for the next topic which visitors to the site 
will be able to cast. 
 
Please take a moment and check out www.fathersforgood.org and see how we can 
help to build strong families. 
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Following the success of the First Degree Exemplification at the Convention in 
Willmar this summer, we are planning to hold another one at the Mid-winter 
meeting in Bloomington. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to initiate candidates into our great 
organization, in the presence of the Officers and leaders of the Minnesota State 
Council. 

The exemplification is tentatively planned to begin at 6pm on December 5th, 
in the Bloomington Marion KC Hall, the time to be confirmed based on other 
meeting times. 

Start planning now for this event – please contact me with numbers of 
candidates.  You can reach me on (763)420-4995 or by email at  

KCDegreesMN@gmail.com. 

Don’t forget to visit our 
web-site at: 

 
www.mnknights.org 

First the good news: 
 
The total income (as of Sept 1) for the MR Fund was over $375,000. 
This is quite a feat considering the bad weather across the state on our 
Tootsie Roll Weekend. Remember, all profits from the MR (Tootsie 
Roll) Drive are donated to pre-approved organizations. Over the past 
years, several million dollars has been raised and donated to benefit 
thousands of people with intellectual disabilities.  
 
Here’s the bad news: 
 

As of Sept 1 over 10% of the checks haven’t been cashed. That’s 
right; 67 checks for $38,276 haven’t cleared the bank and the 
funds are not in the hands of the people who really need the 
money. Please check in your brief case and under the pile of stuff 
that we all seem to have, to make sure YOU aren’t the reason. 

State Soccer 
Challenge 

 
October 11, 2008 

Blaine Sports Center 
 

Registration:  11:00 a.m. 
Challenge begins at 

11:30 a.m. 
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By:  Tom Grinnell 

District Master�
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By:  Berry Hobbs, State Membership Director 

 
“Why aren’t you a Knight of Columbus?” 
 
“That’s simple.  Nobody asked me.” 
 
October is the month for our membership blitz.  It 
is the month that we ask.  We must seek out those 
who are not Knights and offer them the privilege 
of becoming members in our honored Order.   

 
Recently, the Supreme Council has conducted a 
membership recruitment campaign by placing ads 
in Catholic magazines and diocesan newspaper.  
This advertisement campaign is one way of 
reaching out to those Catholic gentlemen who are 
not knights and offering them an invitation to join 
the Order.  In Minnesota, twenty-six gentlemen 
have submitted inquiries to Supreme, seeking to 
join the Knights of Columbus.  But, this is only the 
tip of the iceberg.  There are hundreds and 
hundreds more who desire to join our honored 
ranks. 

 
In October, we conduct the membership 
recruitment blitz.  The basic purpose of this event 
is to have all councils in the Order focus on 
membership development on the same weekend.  
This year, October 11-12 was selected for this 
purpose, and many Minnesota councils conducted 
the blitz; some did not.  It is not too late.  
Schedule a membership recruitment drive later this 
month or early November.  Involve all members of 
your council to assist you with this effort. 

 
Once you complete the membership drive and 
have collected several membership referral cards, 
please make every effort to contact these men 
within 48 hours.  Schedule your first degree and 
get these candidates into the Order as soon as 
possible. 

 
The proposer of a new member is most important 
in the recruiting process.  Once someone has been 
signed, the proposer’s responsibility does not end.  
He should assist the future member in getting to 
the first degree, take him to the first few council 
meetings and introduce him to the officers and 
members of the council.  The proposer should help 
the new member to understand the working of the 
council and become involved in something that 
will interest him. 
 
One grand knight recently shared with me, “I 
informed my council membership that each and 
every one of them are members of our membership 
team.”  Clearly this leader saw the importance of 
offering the privilege of membership to every 
Catholic gentleman in his parish.   
 
When at mass, look to you left and right, seek out 
those who are not members of the Knights of 
Columbus, and have the courage to ask them to 
become members of your council.  When you sign 
someone up, have the courage to seek out another.  
Pray individually, as a council, and at District 
meetings; ask God for strength to ask one more, 

��������	
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By:  Father Ron Huberty, State Chaplain 

 
I have sent out in early September a number of St. 
Michael’s medals to men and women who are serving 
in the armed forces.  It took a while to get the process 
going because I had to order medals and prayer cards.  
So if I have missed anybody in the process please let 
me know.  I have the system set up now to respond 
quickly to any medal requests.  Thank you to all who 
have sent me names by postal mail or email.  Let us all 
continue to pray for all our men and women who are 
serving in the armed forces and that they will be kept 
safe through the intercession and protection of St. 
Michael the Archangel. 
 
 

 
Brother Knights November 11th is Veterans Day and 
as Patriots we are asked to assist our disabled Veterans 
in Veterans Homes and Hospitals. Yes, I am getting 
ahead of myself with this article but the October issue 
of the Knightly News is sent to all Knights in 
Minnesota and your assistance can be of use before 
the November issue goes to print.   The Department of 
Veterans Affairs will welcome non-partisan groups to 
its hospitals and outpatient clinics to assist VA 
officials in registering voters at VA facilities.  Such 
assistance, however, must be coordinated by those 
facilities in order to avoid disruption to patient care.  
Patients unable to leave the facility must be assisted to 
register and to vote by absentee ballot. If your council 
or assembly is within the range of a VA facility, have 
a representative of your council or assembly contact 
the activities director of the VA facility and offer your 
council/assembly’s assistance in the voting 
registration process.  
 
The Knights of the Bloomington Marian Knights of 
Columbus Council, and Meagher Assembly have 
volunteered at the Minneapolis Veterans home for the 
past ten years.  Every Saturday a dozen (about 20 on 
the volunteer roster) Knights go to the Veterans Home 
to assist residents in wheelchairs in getting to and 
from Mass.  They also serve as lectors and Eucharistic 
ministers. The Volunteers put in a cumulative 1,328 
hours a year.  To many of the residents this is their last 
home and the Knights are their family. It has been 
very rewarding for the volunteers.  As one put it, “I 
see the face of Christ every day in their faces.”  And I 
am sure the residents see the face of Christ in these 
Worthy Knights. 
 
The Veterans have put their life on the line so we may 
enjoy the freedoms of the American way.  Call your 
local VA Center Activities Director and see if there is 
a way your: Council, Assembly, Squires Club or 
Auxiliary can assist our Veterans. SERVE THOSE 
WHO SERVED! 
 
God bless you in your efforts to build his kingdom and 
may God continue to bless America. 
 

Are Those Forms Really 
 Necessary? 

 
In making several phone calls recently about Form 
185, the above question was asked.  And the 
answer is, “Ya, you betcha!”  Each council on an 
annual basis MUST file a Form 185 even if there 
is no change in officers.  This assures you get 
current and important information from the 
Supreme Office and the State Office and that it is 
going to the correct people.  We can not guess who  
the Grand Knight or other officers are.  We need 
your help on this!  Please get them filed! 
 
The same holds true for each and every form that 
is to be submitted.  And we urge you to PLEASE 
be aware of the deadline dates!  Your help in 
keeping up on the paperwork is appreciated! 

October Grand Knights 
Things to Do 

 
Conduct Membership Blitz 
Pray the Novena for Faithful Citizenship 
Schedule and hold a First Degree 
Recruit/Join the 4th Degree in Willmar 
Participate in the Marathon 
Order Council Free Throw Kit 
Recruit volunteers for the Fall Classic 
Conduct Council Essay Contest 
Promote Christmas Card Program 
Celebrate Columbus Day 
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By:  Ricardo Acevedo, State Secretary 

 
As we continue into our fraternal year 
and all the opportunities that will be 
continued to be presented to us to do 

more for the parishes in the State of Minnesota via 
increases in local council programs, membership, and 
more local councils where needed.  Remember the 
Knights of Columbus is more than just for men.  We 
have organizations for the ladies—the Ladies 
Auxiliary; for the young men ages 10-18—the 
Columbian Squires, and the young ladies—the 
Squirettes.  So we in Minnesota have the 
organizations for the whole family.  We are a 
Catholic, family, fraternal, service organization.  Key 
word is FAMILY !  Please remember this. 
 
It was great to see families at the Minnesota State 
Convention.  I remember when our kids were 
growing up that we did service projects at the council 
and at the church together as a family.  Our daughters 
today are grown up and remember working the fish 
fries with my wife and I and working at the free 
throw or Easter egg hunt, or the family Christmas 
party with us.  We need to get back to this if you do 
not see it at your council events.  It does not need to 
be just men working in the kitchen or out on the floor 
or whatever the council event is. 
 
As State Secretary, I will need your help when you 
send in a check to me, not Gene Hippe.  He will just 
send it to me—whether it is for Pennies, Jim 
Campbell, Per Capita or anything—PLEASE put your 
council NAME and NUMBER on it.  I want to be 
sure and credit the right council for it.  There are still 
some council’s that have not paid their per capita.  
Please do so ASAP.  This will help and will be 
greatly appreciated.  I continue to look forward to a 
big year.  Than you for all you do for all our parishes 
and communities. 
 
Remember to cash the checks from the MN State 
Council and the M-R Program ASAP.  Thank you! 
 

Former Deputy Supreme Knight 
Dies 

 
Jean Migneault, Former Deputy Supreme Knight and 
one of the Knights of Columbus greatest leaders in 
Canada passed away September 4, 2008, following 
his illness with ALS.  He served on the Board of 
Directors for the Knights from 1992-2006 and served 
as State Deputy of Quebec from 1983-85. 
 
Over the years he received numerous honors for his 
fraternal, charitable,  and religious works. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Gisele and two sons. 
 
Blessed be his memory.  

��������	
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No we are not discussing something on which we eat.  
Round Tables (RT) is a term used when a council 
works with a small parish in order to share the good 
work of a council.  One KC is identified to work with 
the pastor so the council can help the pastor in what 
ever way possible.  Each year the council sends a form 
to Supreme regarding who is the RT coordinator. At 
the end of the year the council sends a report to 
Supreme regarding accomplishments for the RT 
parish.  One or two church membership drives should 
be conducted each year at the RT parish.   
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Football Frenzy 
By:  Art Hendricks, Chairman 

 
We are soon coming to the end of our Football Frenzy sales.  
By October 15th ALL tickets have to be returned to me rather they are sold or not.  
If you have tickets that have been sold please send them into me now so that I can 
do the next step and get them ready for the games to begin.  These tickets have to 
be logged in a verified and sent into the company so that they receive them by 
October 18th.  That only gives me 3 days to process these tickets and have them 
sent to Pennsylvania.  As of today there are 10,300 tickets out and only one 
council has returned their stubs and money.  If you have any questions please e-
mail me at awhendricks@hotmail.com.  Use the subject line FOOTBALL 
FRENZY! 
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Greeting to all my brother Knights!   It seems like a long time since I’ve had the 
opportunity to write an article for the Knightly News.  Now, after serving a number 
of years on the MN K of C Student Loan Board, I have been elected to serve as the 
board Chairman.  It is a privilege to serve as Chairman of a program that I so 
strongly believe in.     
 
We often hear that the Knights of Columbus is a family organization.   Without 
question the Student Loan program exists to help K of C families further their 
education.   Although statistics are sometime kind of dull, I think it’s important that 
I share a few of the facts with you. 
 
Student Loan Statistics -  
 
 Current number of loans outstanding:    

 766 
 
 Total dollars loaned since inception of the program:          

$7,178,99
4 

 
 Total loans this fall semester     

 8
9 

 Total loan amount this fall semester    
 $
178,000 

 
 Total loans pending      

 6
6 

 Total loan amount pending     
 $
132,000 

 
It seems as though with everything that’s going on in the economy, demand for 
student loans is very high.   We will do everything we can to meet the high 
demand.  We rely on you, the members of the Knights of Columbus, for all of the 
funds that we are able to loan.  Over the years many of the K. of C. Councils have 
been very generous.   
 
We are about to embark on an effort to raise more funds for student loan.  Due to 
the anticipated high demand for loans, the Student Loan Board has determined that 
an extra special fund raising campaign is needed to fill the demand for educational 
loans.  In the near future you will receive a mailing from Student Loan.  The 
mailing will include an envelope asking you to make a personal donation to Student 
Loan.  Any personal donation that you make to the Student Loan Fund is tax 
deductible. MN K. of C. Student Loan, Inc. is a 501C-3 organization.  ALL 
PERSONAL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!  Donations made through 
your council treasury can not be deducted on your personal tax return.  Also, your 
donation will be tracked and credited to the total annual donation your council 

M-R Report Is In — Look Ahead To 2009 
By:  Marc Peters, Chairman 

 
As  you are reading this, it’s probably a beautiful fall day.  But just think back 
to the last weekend in April  It was cold, snowy, and windy.  Most of us would 
have rather stayed inside.  Yet the Knights and their families were out passing 
out tootsie rolls and asking for a donation to be given to organizations that help 
people with developmental disabilities.  The totals are in:  234 councils passed 
out about 600,000 pieces of candy and  collected over $380,500.  This was 
down from previous years but again remember the circumstances; cold, snowy, 
and windy.  Look for the opportunities in 2009! 
 
Few reminders:  If your council has candy left over from this year write the 
date of 2008 on the side of the box. Store it in a cool, dry location.  Garages 
and basements are probably not the best place to keep it over the winter.  
Anything older than this years should be tossed; we don’t want to be passing 
out stale candy. There are about 67 checks that have not been cashed yet.  Our 
efforts bear no fruit if the organization you worked for doesn’t have the money 
to use. 
 
The council should have or very shortly appoint the chairman for 2009. The 
dates should be on your calendar: April 24-26. 
 
And I invite to see your efforts in action; The Special Olympic Bowling 
Tournament next month.  Many of the councils have supported this state-wide 
event with a share of your proceeds.   Teams from your area will be able to 
compete because of your donation. 
 
District deputies should be getting a letter this month asking for drop site 
locations.  Because of the renumbering and redistribution of councils, it is 
extremely important that I have updated and correct information. 
 
Thanks to all the councils for their fine work and cooperation in making this 
project the number one program in the state; number one in money collected, 
number one in council participation., and number one in member participation. 

Fall Classic Volunteers Still Needed 
 

Do you have some time to spare over the weekend of November 7-9, 2008?  If 
YES, please send in your volunteer registration form below for the Fall Classic 
Special Olumpics Bowling Tournment.  All volunteers must be age 16 or older.  
Thank you for your help! 
 
 
Name______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address____________________________________________________ 
  
 _____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone_______________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address (if available)______________________________________ 
 
KC Council  Name & # _________________________________________ 
 
KC District __________________________________________________ 
 
Date(s) Available to Help_________________________________________ 
 
Please send to:  Marc Peters, Volunteer Coordinator 
  6501 Hokah Drive 
  Lino Lakes, MN   55014 
 
or via e-mail to: marcscharonpeters@usfamily.net 
 
If you have any question, call Marc at 651-482-8771 
 

��������������������	  
 
 

 
In early Sept. your State Deputy Gene Hippe and Supreme Regional Program 
Consultant, Grant Ertel began a series of training workshops.  They conducted 
training at Duluth, Virginia, Baudette and Thief River Falls.  The training took 5 
days and covered 1280 miles.  Beginning Sept. 30th and ending Oct. 10th, Gene and 
Grant will be on the road again.  This time they plan to begin in the Mora area and 
work their way west and then around the west edge, the south, south central and SE 
part of the state.  They expect to travel 1800 – 2000 miles so council officers won’t 
have to travel more than 1 – 1 ¼ hours to attend a training session.  Grand Knights 
and District Deputies in those areas will be mailed a schedule of dates, times and 
places. 
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Can Masons be members of the Knights of Columbus?  The answer is no!  
Why not?  Because, the constitution of the Masons is in conflict with the 
precepts of the Catholic Church.  In order to be a member of the Knights of 
Columbus, a person must be a practical Catholic in union with the Holy See.  
The Holy See is the Vatican.  A person can be a practicing Catholic, ie goes to 
church, takes communion, etc., but not necessarily be a practical Catholic.  A 
person who is a Mason can not be a practical Catholic because he belongs to an 
organization that has a written constitution contrary to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church. A Catholic who is a Mason can resign his membership in the 
Masons and thereby become eligible to become a KC. Most of us know some 
good Christians who are our neighbors, fishing buddies, relatives, etc. and they 
are Masons.  But even Catholic Masons, can not join the Knights of Columbus. 
If you have any questions, please contact State Advocate, Jim Terwedo at 952-
492-2800. 
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Knights of Columbus Day  
at the Dome 

(By:  Jim Burkhart, Chairman) 

 
Minnesota Twins vs. Seattle Mariners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Deputy Mike Peplinski throws First Ceremonial Pitch of the Game 
 

 
The 2008 day at the dome is history and what a success!  I want to thank all the 
families who were there.  Without you, we could not have this event.  We were 
well represented from all over the state, some 48+ councils with over 775 family 
members were in attendance for the game.  This figure includes 20 Nuns from the 
Twin Cities area.  We celebrated Mass without immediate past State Chaplain, 
Father Joseph Richards, and had close to 500 people in attendance.  I want to 
thank the kids who helped with the Mass as servers, readers, and ushers.  We had 
a combined choir from St. Odilia of Shoreview and Immaculate Conception in 
Columbia Heights.  You could see they were having a lot of fun, and they did a 
great job with the national Anthem at the game.  The Fourth Degree Honor Guard 
was present, and the Color Guard presented the colors for the National Anthem.  
District Deputy, Mike Peplinski, threw out the first pitch.  What a great arm—it 
was called a strike! 
 
The results were great because the Twins won 11 to 8.  What a game! 
 
We are already looking ahead to next year, and looking at a bigger tent for Mass, 
as we have outgrown the current one.  If anyone has any suggestions, please e-
mail me at jburkhart@comcast.net, or if you think your church has a choir that 
would like to participate in the future, let me know. 
 
Again, thank you everyone for your help and attendance.  God Bless each and 
everyone of you! 

�������"����������	�������$%%&'%(  
By:  Jim Ackermann, Church Activities Chairman 

 
 
How often have you expressed a desire wishing to change, rearrange or include 
something that you missed or just couldn’t fit into your busy lifestyle? It’s not too 
often in our lives that when an important opportunity is missed we have a chance 
to rectify it. 
 
Supreme has extended the Marian Hour of Prayer to continue for another 
complete year, ending on September 30th, 2009.  
 
The Marian Prayer Program in honor of Our Lady of Charity began Orderwide 
on September 8, 2008, the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This 
program features an image of Our Lady of Charity, the patroness of Cuba. 
 
Over the course of the next year, these six framed images will travel from council 
to council within each jurisdiction throughout the State for a one hour prayer 
service and rosary recitation. A prayer booklet accompanying each image 
includes hymns, litany, and a prayer that Pope John Paul II used when he visited 
Cuba in 1998. 
 
Our Lady of Charity has special significance to the Knights of Columbus, given 
the Order's first principle of Charity, which was also the theme of Pope Benedict 
XVI’s first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est. Therefore, although the Virgin of 
Charity has her origins in Cuba, devotion to her is altogether appropriate for 
Knights of Columbus everywhere. 
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By:  Ray Wojtysiak, State Program Director 

 
School buses are back on the road again, the older kids have gone to college  and 
we are seeing the first signs of fall. Guess what that means! One quarter of our 
fraternal year is over already! Have you met 25% of your membership and 
program goals? What do you mean, NOT YET? What are you waiting for? 
Winter? That will be here way too soon.  
 
Seriously, my brother Knights, we really need to get to work now. There are too 
many forms that are delinquent, and we do need to recruit new members into our 
councils in order to get fresh ideas and volunteers to revitalize ourselves.  
 
Is your council participating in the Football Frenzy? Remember the deadline 
to turn in the unused tickets. Are you selecting a Knight of the Month and Family 
of the Month and submitting the family selection to Supreme? Have you 
considered trying a new program this year? Maybe that new member’s idea might 
just work.  
 
The 2008 Soccer Challenge is nearly history. Did you have any participation? 
Are you participating in the Fall Classic, Marathon for non-public Education, or 
the Marathon for Religious  Education? Do you plan on participating in the 
Substance Abuse Poster Contest and/or the Free-throw Contest? Are the kits 
ordered? Do you need more information? Talk to your DD, or give me a call. 
 
Is your District one of those without a District Deputy? This may be the time 
to do some soul searching and listen to God. You may be the one that the 
councils in your district are counting on to represent them at the State level. The 
District Deputy’s job is one of the most important as well as rewarding positions 
in the Order. If you hear God’s voice, please give State Deputy Gene Hippe a 
call. It could be one of the most rewarding calls you make. Your council, as well 
as all of the other councils in the district need you!  
We need you!  
 
It takes a lot of work to keep this volunteer organization running as well as it 
does. The next time your Grand Knight or a committee chairman calls for your 
help, please be willing to share your talents with your council. By all means, 
please be an integral part of your council’s continued success!  
 
Let’s GIT R DONE!  
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By:  Alan Gregerson, Youth Activities Director 

 
The Minnesota State Soccer Challenge will be held on October 11, 
2008 starting at 11 a.m. with registration at the Blaine Sports Center.  
Enter Parking Lot A from Davenport Street.  Enter the Main Entrance 
to the Sports Hall.  Thanks to all the councils that participated this year! 
 
The Substance Abuse Poster Contest will begin shortly, and each council will be 
receiving a letter with details on participating in this event.  This event is  for all 
youth ages 8-14 years old and involves making a creative poster to show the 
impact of drugs and alcohol abuse can have in the world.  This important message 
with the youth’s poster may save others by showing the effects of drug or alcohol 
abuse in their lives.  Please consider this poster contest for your council. 
 

The Free Throw Contest is also coming up soon.  Mark your 
calendars!  Please make sure you have a free throw coordinator for 
your council, and start making plans for the coming free throw 
competition. 
 

If you have any questions on these programs, send me an e-mail at:   
twojays_in_nb@msn.com. 
 
God Bless you All! 
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Recently one of the KC councils near Toronto, Canada assigned some of its 
members to call other members and remind them about the next meeting. This 
council has 365 members, so it took some effort to accomplish the task.  They 
did this for two months and experienced a 40% increase in membership 
attendance.  When they stopped calling, the attendance did decrease, but not 
nearly to the same level as before.   
 
Attending meetings is a habit.  Some of us put it on our monthly calendar and 
some don’t.  Not attending meetings is a habit also.  One is a good habit and one 
is a “not so good” habit.  Somewhere in between attending every meeting and not 
attending any should be a comfort level for which most members should strive. 
What kind of attendance habit do you have? 

WHY MEMBERS JOIN & LEAVE  
New York State Council did a survey of 1,000 current and previous members a 
few years ago.  They found that 88% of new members join to get more involved 
in their parish.  Perhaps similar statistics would be found in a Minnesota survey.  
 
They discovered that 90% of the member’s who left, left because of a lack of 
communications.  What are communications?  This goes far beyond a monthly 
newsletter.  Communications includes talking to both old and new members and 
making them feel welcome.  This is especially true for new members.  
Communications include asking a new member to be a committee member and 
be involved in a project.  It means making them feel welcome when they attend a 
meeting or show up to work at a KC breakfast. It includes asking them for 
suggestions for new projects and getting their input on existing projects. It means 
speaking to them when you see them at church or the grocery store.  It means 
holding family activities in your council so families as well as the KC members 
can get acquainted.  NY also found that almost half of the member’s who left, did 
so within 2-3 years. Is communications important?  You betcha! 



Sunday  10/19/08   Columbian Hall/Hastings      11:00 a.m.    1:00 p.m.      To Follow  Peter Kay 651-423-5225 
Saturday  11/08/08   St. Peter’s/St. Paul       9:00  a.m.  10:30 a.m.      To Follow  Mike Schilling 651-738-3626 
Sunday  11/09/08   Brandon, SD    Contact Dave Whatmuff for details.     763-420-4995 
Saturday  11/15/08   KC Hall/Owatonna      10:00 a.m.  12 Noon  To Follow  Tim Rice 507-451-3606 
Saturday  11/22/08   St. Eliz. Ann Seton/St. Cloud    9:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.      To Follow  Pat Imgrund 320-253-6092 
Sunday  11/23/08   Holy Rosary/Detroit Lakes      10:00 a.m.  11:30 a.m.      To Follow  Rick Morgan 218-287-
2262 
Saturday  12/13/08   Queen of Peace/Cloquet      10:00 a.m.  11:30 a.m.      To Follow  Mike Peplinski 218-728-5570 
Saturday  01/24/09   St. Vinc. de Paul/Brook. Park     9:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.      To Follow  Jim Stalberger 763-424-8774 
Sunday  02/08/09   St. Annes Sch./Alexandria       10:30 a.m.  12 Noon       To Follow  Nathaniel Seabrook  320-554-7234 
Sunday  02/15/09   K of C Hall/Anoka      10:30 a.m.  12 Noon       To Follow  Jim Schwalbe 763-757-3330 
Saturday  02/21/09   Aurora        Tentative       John Barry 218-229-2345 
Sunday  03/01/09   Marian Council/Bloomingotn    9:15 a.m.  11:00 a.m.      To Follow  Orv Fillbrandt 952-887-1218 
Saturday  03/07/09   St. Peter & Paul/Gilman         9:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.      To Follow  Robert Stay 320-387-2554 
Sunday  03/15/09   St. Louis /Paynesville          11:30 a.m.    1:00 p.m.      To Follow  LeRoy Schlangen 320-597-2080 
Sunday  03/22/09   Lourdes High Sch./Rochester    9:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.      To Follow  Jeff Bagniewski 507-289-3145 
Saturday  03/28/09   St. Peter’s/St. Paul         9:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.      To Follow  Mike Schilling 651-738-3626 
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Exemplification Schedule  
Location 1st Degree 2nd Degree 3rd Degree Host DD  

 
Date  

 
If you wish to host or have requested a major degree and do not see it here, please contact Dave Whatmuff, Director of Ceremonials (763) 420-4995, e-mail  at 

 KCDegreesMN@gmail.com.  If you plan to bring candidates to any exemplification, contact the host DD with the number of candidates via e-mail (DDxx@mnknights.org. 
To see a complete schedule of degrees, check the state web-site at www.mnknights.org. 

Financial Secretaries 
Immediately send to Supreme the Form 100 for new or reactivated members.  If 
they should die before the form is received by Supreme, they are not eligible for 
any benefits including the daily Mass said at St. Mary’s Church in New Haven for 
deceased members.  
 
Supreme is offering a new annuity plan for new members.  It can be purchased for 
a minimum of $100 and pays a 4 ½% return.  This qualifies the member as an 
insurance member for Star Council.   
 
Grand Knights 
Many council’s have a meal before or after their business meeting.  Consider this 
as an option which may require selecting a different meeting place and/or time. 
 
Increase the attendance at your monthly meetings by having a designated group of 
members call members on the rooster and encourage them to attend the meeting.  
Attending meetings, just like staying away, is habit forming. 
 
Ask members if the day of the week or the time of the day is the best time for your 
meetings.  Don’t be afraid to try some changes.  This is your year.  Make a 
difference! 
 
Make sure you have a written agenda to follow at each meeting and list the people 
making reports.  Make some extra copies for officers and guests. 
 
Learn to delegate!  Let others share the responsibility of leadership whether it is an 
officer or a project chairman.  Don’t report for them.  Call on them to make their 
own report.  
 
A DD, Ins. Agent or state officer, should always be seated up front by the GK 
unless he is a member of your own council and is not on the agenda and giving a 
report.  
 
GK’s are responsible for organizing and supervising a council 1st Degree Team.  
Have your degree team meet monthly.  A good time to meet is before your regular 
meeting.  If there are no candidates, they can hold a practice.  
 
Baldrics, which cost $25 each, now replace the wearing of 1st degree robes.  They 
can be ordered from Supreme. They come in three sizes.  Order a few extra sizes 
to accommodate your team.  
 
You are an ad hoc member of all committees.  Make sure each project chairman 
has a committee of two or more.  Committee work should not be conducted during 
a general business meeting.  The business meeting is when the chairman should 
make a report.  
 
Each year on July 1, Supreme deletes the old mailing list and begins a new one 
based on the elected officers listed on Form 185 and appointed personnel listed on 
Form 365.  Your officers and chairmen deserve the latest information from 
Supreme for their position. They won’t receive any information until the form is 
received at the Supreme office. 
 
Plan now to attend the annual convention May 15-17 in St. Cloud.   The GK and 
DGK are expected to be the voting delegates.  You need two alternates in case the 
GK and DGK can not attend.  Budget the funds now to cover their expenses.  
 
 
 
District Deputies 

It is expected that DD’s will start new councils in every parish of a size sufficient 
(300 families or more) that can sustain a council. 
 
New council development typically begins with the DD of the district where the 
parish is located.  The first action is to obtain approval to start a new council from 
the parish pastor. The State Membership Director or New Council Development 
Chairman can assist with how to contact the pastor and with other details that are 
useful in the process.  
 
Councils the have Home Associations (KC Clubs) should be informed that 
parishes should not be considered as Round Tables if they are of sufficient size to 
sustain a new council.  These new councils could hold their meetings at the “club” 
also, the same as the original home council.  Father McGivney wanted parish 
councils, not KC Club councils. 
 
District Deputies are responsible for certifying 1st Degree Teams.  Currently there 
are only 51 certified teams in our 260 councils and many DD’s do not have one 
team within their district. 
 
DD robes which do not fit or show excessive wear can be replaced by making a 
request to the Supreme Secretary.  
 
Notify the GK in writing 7-10 days in advance of a visitation.  Your remarks 
should be brief and informative.  Remember, there is other business on the agenda 
and the meeting should not last longer than 1 – 1 ½ hour. 
 
Mark your calendar for the mid-winter meeting in Bloomington on Dec. 5-7. 
 
Membership Directors 
Your official title is “Director”.  You direct a program which includes: 
recruitment, reactivation and retention.  You need people to work with you.  Don’t 
try to do the job alone.   
 
Form #365 which is sent to Supreme each Aug. 1st, lists a Retention Chairman.  A 
chairman has more than a one person committee.  This committee is to personally 
contact members who are in arrears for their annual dues.  Make sure they make a 
personal contact. Have the committee find out why they don’t want to remain a 
member before the suspension process starts. 
 
Coordinated a church membership drive and make sure church bulletin and pulpit 
announcements address spouses and families.  Examples include the Student Loan 
Program, mass said every day for deceased members and wives, free accidental 
death policy for members and spouses and free monthly issue of Columbia, the 
world’s largest Catholic magazine.  
 
If your council has identified smaller parishes as Round Tables, coordinate a 
membership drive in those parishes the same as in your larger home parish.  
 
Create a table top display of council activities.  Have pictures of Knights in action.  
Smaller councils may want to prepare a board with an alphabetical listing of all 
members. 
 
As part of the retention program, have someone prepare name badges in plastic 
holders so all new members (and old) can become better acquainted. Wear these at 
meetings and at events such as pancake breakfasts. 
 

(cont. page 8) 
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Please pray for our recently 
deceased members: 
 
Albany #3628 
  Elmer B. Arceneau 
  Martin A. Krasch 
Albert Lea #1590 
  John W. Buboltz 
Cold Spring #5344 
  Earl L  John J. Seelen 
Crystal #3656 
  Eugene Froehling 
  Owen P. Lamb 
  Llewellyn J. Peltier 
Delano #4653 
  Leo A. Kunkel 
Detroit Lakes #3166 
  Wayne A. Johnson 
  William B. Purdy 
Foley #3603 
  Francis P. Dillenburg 
  John N. Weis 
Grand Rapids #2840 
  Martin E. Chamberlain 
Hinckley #5101 
  Richard Pavek 
Ivanhoe #4912 
  Harold B. Dressen 
LaCrescent #5115 

  Vernon F. Walter 
Litchfield #2029 
  Allan L. Moberg 
  Clarence F. Kline 
Nashwauk #5283 
  Martin E. Chamberlain 
Pierz #3982 
  Joseph F. Motschke 
Plainview #1781 
  George Carpenter 
Princeton #8591 
  Ralph Johnson 
Sleepy Eye #3134 
  Gerald > Riederer 
Winona #639 
  Albert E. king 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARIES 
Please submit names of 
dedceased members to: 
Bill Hoffman,  
Fraternalism Chair 
100 North Cordova Avenue 
LeCenter, MN   56057 
Phone:  507-357-6179 
 
 
 
 

Lecturer’s Program 
By:  Jim Kelly, Community Activities Director 

 
Last spring at our 2008 state convention we held a breakout session on the Lecturer’s 
program. During the session it became quite evident to me that many didn’t know what 
the program was about and perhaps for most us we were searching for clarification and a 
more clear understanding of how we should approach this Lecturer’s program. First of 
all, I must agree with you, there is no clear guidance from Supreme on this issue. There 
is no brochure or pamphlet on this subject. It leaves the Worthy Lecturer wondering how 
he should proceed to provide members with informative and entertaining programs for 
the “Good of the Order”. 
 
So let me begin by laying it out in some organized fashion by saying this! 
The lecturer is appointed by the grand knight and is a council officer. He is to 
provide suitable educational and entertaining programs under the “Good of the Order” 
section of the council meeting. The lecturer should be knowledgeable of all aspects of 
council programming. The “Good of the Order” may include such items as speakers, 
presentations on special topics, social gatherings, etc. The lecturer is responsible for 
presenting the “Good of the Order” section at council meetings. This can be flexible. If 
you are having an outside speaker, make plans with the grand knight to schedule it 
before the meeting. This avoids having the speaker to wait outside the chambers until 
most of the membership meeting has passed. 
 
Choose topics that are familiar with your area. Nobody wants to listen to identity 
theft in South America. Your local newspaper usually provides a good source of topics. 
It does not need to be specific about the Knights of Columbus but about community. 
After all, this is where the KC’s has headed since Vatican II. A presentation should last 
no more than 15 minutes. Many of us have already put in a day’s work and our 
attention span is nearing regeneration. A good topic will overcome this human frailty. 
 
A “Good of the Order” every month? Not necessarily. It would be great if a council 
did every month, but let’s be practical. There are times when it just wouldn’t work out. 
Besides, when we do have one, we want members to feel this is “special” and something 
you want to attend. If you hold three or four a year, that is fine! Plan ahead, and make 
presentation arrangements a couple months in advance and, of course, make sure you get 
it in your council newsletter or phone calling system. 
 
Finally! Fill out the Lecturer’s Program Service Award Form. This is the form the 
grand knight receives in March from Ray Wojtysiak, the State Program Director. It isn’t 
necessary to fill every month with a topic. We are not looking for quantity, but quality. 
Three or four month’s worth is just fine. The lecturer and grand knight should work 
together with filling out this form. Use the calendar year for this program starting with 
April of last year and going up to March of this year. Though you can insert proposed 
presentations in the coming year, consider that you don’t have any photos or news clips, 
and this may work against you in the judging process. Make sure the topics are 
something unique, interesting, entertaining, and holds your attention. Also, make sure it 
is well-written on the form and attached sheets. This carries much weight with the 
judges. And most importantly, April 10  is the deadline. 
 
Here is a comprehensive list of topics I promised you and may choose from:: 

· Audiovisual from Supreme’s A/V materials booklet, Form1539 See grand 
knight for copy. 

· Identity theft, your local county sheriff 
· Pro Life Care Center in your county 
· Local Special Olympics team 
· Carbon monoxide detectors, your local fire department or gas company 
· Smoke detectors, your local fire department 
· Latest KC insurance products, your KC insurance agent 
· Social hour with card game and refreshments (yes, even this!) 
· KC state directors 
· CD on Vatican tour, local public library 
· Current issue at state legislature, your local state legislator 
· World Youth Day 2008, your diocesan priest who attended 
· Tootsie Roll recipients 
· Local food shelf 
· Local fishing regulations on area lakes, your DNR ranger 
· Pollution in area lakes, your DNR 
· Public transit 
· Catholic Charities, your diocesan representative 
· YMCA 
· Burglar-safe home, local police 
· Drug awareness, local police or county sheriff 
· Fire prevention in the home, local fire department 
· 4th Degree recruitment A/V 
· AARP 
· Habitat For Humanity 
· Future Farmers of America 
· Emergency Ambulance Services 
· Any local issues relevant to your city or county, invite your mayor or county 

commissioner 
· Community college 
· School district community services 
· Plus your creative and imaginative ideas 
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October is the month of the Most Holy Rosary and also 
Respect Life month.  Let us turn to the rosary for strength and 
comfort.  Continue to pray and work and work for justice and 
peace for all God’s people. 
 
Per Capita dues of $3/member as of May 1, were due September 1 to State 
Treasurer, Anita Doll. 
 
The Auxiliary Fall Workshop is Saturday, October 11, at St. Michael’s 
Church in Farmington.  A great day is being planned by the Farmington 
Auxiliary.  The theme for the workshop is “This is the day the Lord has 
made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  The State Board will present a 
skit and there will be a Living Rosary.  Guest speaker will be the popular, 
Judy Janish.  She will present a humorous talk on stress and the 
importance of laughter in our lives.  Registration is due October 1.  Hope 
to see all Auxiliaries represented. 
 
FYI—Upon the death of an auxiliary member, the Auxiliary logo may be 
requested for the obituary from the Minneapolis & St. Paul papers. 
 
The November elections are coming up.  Check out the candidates to see 
if they are Pro-Life and believe in the family unit.  It is important to have 
good elected officials, if we want our country on the right track.  The 
unborn need your vote! 

College Knights Impressive 

By:  Michael Gigot, Bloomington Marian Council #3827 

Attention :  Metro Area Councils 

Four years ago, my council hosted a fundraiser for St. John Vianney 
College Seminary.  I first learned about St. Thomas’ council from the 
seminarians.  Most of them are members.  I realized that they will be our 
future pastors and chaplains.  Shouldn’t we bond with them? 

St Thomas Council 11949 Grand Knight Paul Shovelain invites all knights 
and families to an open house on Saturday, October 4.  Mass at 10:00 am, 
social to follow.  We do so much to support vocations, so visit America’s 
largest college seminary and meet all 150 seminarians.  SJV is on the 
northeast side of the St. Thomas campus.  RSVP to Paul at 763-245-2185 
or pjshovelain@stthomas.edu  You won’t want to miss this! 



 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding  Knights of Columbus insurance, 
please contact our general agents: 
 
Central & Northern MN       Metro Area      Southern MN 
Dave Neeser        Dale Robinson     Aaron J. Jelinek 
General Agent        General Agent                    General Agent 
2 Second Ave. S, Suite 145       3881 Highland Ave.                    1700 N. Broadway  
#112 
Sauk Rapids, MN  56379       White Bear Lake, MN  55110    Rochester, MN  55906    
PH:  320-252-7173       PH:  651-757-4400     PH:  507-281-2970  

 

Guaranteed Growth IRA’s! 
 
QUESTION:   I’m 68 and I rolled my 401k into an IRA that invests in 
mutual funds when I retired 8 years ago.  I have seen almost no growth 
during that time...in fact, I’ve lost some money.  Do the Knights of Columbus 
have IRA’s and if so, how safe is my money? 
 
ANSWER:  We have a very popular IRA program that pays a very, very good 
rate of return.  In fact, your IRA is guaranteed to grow with the Knights of 
Columbus.  That’s right, you cannot lose money!  Our interest rates are set each 
quarter, but are guaranteed for a certain period of time once a deposit is made.  If 
you want risk free, guaranteed tax deferred growth, then our IRA program may 
be just what you need.  It is a simple process for transferring your IRA to the 
Knights of Columbus.  Your agent will help you in this process and will also help 
you determine if a KC IRA is right for you. 
 
We are currently seeking motivated and enthusiastic people to join our 
professional field force of Knights of Columbus agents.  Call or email us if you, 
or somebody you know, may be interested. 
 
Send your questions to kcquestions@catholic.org or call us at 651-757-4400.  If 
you would prefer a personal reply, please be sure to provide your contact 
information. 
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Knights Help Vets Get to Church 

 
(This is an except from a recent story in the Minneapolis Star Tribune about the 
KC’s.) 
 
For the past 10 years, members of the Monsignor Meagher Assembly and the 
Bloomington Marian Council #3827 have gone to the Minnesota Veteran’s Home 
in Minneapolis to help disabled vets get to and from the chapel for weekly Mass. 
 
The group is organized by Brother Knight Joe Novak.  There are about 20 names 
on Novak’s roster, a dozen of whom are on duty on any given Saturday.  On 
average, 60 residents in wheelchairs need help getting to Mass; there’s also a 
handful of ambulatory Alzheimer’s patients who are accompanied one-on-one by 
a volunteer at all times.  After Mass, at which some of the volunteers also serve 
as lectors and Eucharistic Ministers, the residents are served a snack and then 
escorted back to their rooms. 
 
“When you see the smiles on their faces, you know they appreciate your help,” 
said Morrie Devitt, one of the original volunteers who started helping out a 
decade ago. 
 
“It;s an opportunity to help the veterans who have given so much to us,” added 
Jay Taylor, the council’s Grand Knight.  “We’re just giving back a little of what 
they deserve.” 
 
Because the Veteran’s Home is one of the few serving in entire upper Midwest, 
many of the residents don;t have family in the immediate area.  “So we become 
their families,” Novak said.  Volunteer Mile Ryan added, “I see the face of Christ 
every day in their faces.” 

Leadership Tips cont. from page 6 
 
Church Activity Director 
Ask your council to purchase 10-20 1st Degree Baldrics and have KC’s wear 
them when they lead the Rosary or at wakes and funerals. These cost $25 each, 
but think how impressive it will look to the family and friends of a deceased 
Knight. 
 
If your council holds a Corporate Communion where all your Knights attend the 
same Mass, ask the pastor if he will have all Knights and their wives stand and be 
recognized at the end of Mass. 
 
Coordinate a luncheon with your GK and pastor on a regular basis.  Ask your 
pastor how the council can help him and the parish.  Make sure you follow up on 
his suggestions, (providing the council has the resources to accomplish what he 
has suggested). 
 
Write up four projects that fall under the Church Activities area and give them to 
the GK so he can include them as part of the Star Council and other awards 
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Last year the number of councils not recruiting one new member decreased by 
over 30.  That was good – but we still had almost 50 that did not add one new 
member.  All councils need to recruit in order to keep viable and healthy.  To not 
recruit is making a statement to others that you aren’t very proud of your council 
and you aren’t proud of being a member of the Knights of Columbus.  Zero 
recruiting is not an option!  
 
In a few months, each council should be filling out the Annual Survey of 
Fraternal Activities.  Members fill out the survey and the GK compiles the 
information and submits it to Supreme by Jan. 31st.  Submittal of this survey is 
necessary to receive the Columbian Award and qualifying for the Columbian 
Award is a prerequisite to receiving Star Council.  Council members and each 
council deserve to be recognized for what they accomplish.  Zero Reporting is 
not an option! 

Brother Knights Share Ideas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As Brother Knights gather at the Supreme Convention, many ideas, activties and 
friendships are shared.  Meeting up with Former Minnesota Regional Program 
Consultant Rod Hofsculte are State Treasurer Craig Larson and State Deputy 
Gene Hippe before the session began..   
 
The poster behind them conveys a message for all Brother Knights. 
 

Follow Me — Help Us Build Up The Church 

�������������	�

���������������	�

���������������	�

���������������	�

��  
 
From the very beginning, the Knights of Columbus have had three levels of 
degrees.  The 1st Degree is given at the local level by a team composed of local 
council members.  Nothing prohibits two or more councils from working together 
to form a team to accommodate new members in their area.  1st Degree teams are 
formed by the Grand Knight and certified by the District Deputy.  Currently, 
there are 51 certified teams in the state servicing 260 councils.  Four more teams 
are partially certified.  Some districts have up to 3 certified teams. Many more 
teams need to be formed and certified. Ideally, a member takes his 1st degree a 
month or more before taking the 2nd and 3rd degree.   
 
Second Degree teams are formed at the district level and in Minnesota they travel 
statewide because of the lack of a team in every district. At the present time there 
are six certified teams with one more expected to be certified in the near future.  
Additional teams are needed to cut down on travel time and distance. 
 
Third Degree teams are formed at the state level and can be composed of 
members from several councils and districts or they can all be from a single 
council or district.  Currently there are four certified teams.  Two separate 
“outstate” areas are considering forming teams.  These teams travel throughout 
the state.  Last year most of these teams participated in at least six major degrees. 
 
Degree work is at the heart of our Order.  If you know someone on a degree 
team, tell them thanks for their commitment.  Consider joining or forming a team 
yourself.  It is very rewarding.  Contact the State Ceremonials Chairman Dave 
Whatmuff at kcdegreesmn@gmail.com for additional information. 

Please pray for the farmers who will be working the 
fields to bring food to our tables that the harvest 
season is safe and plentiful for them too. 


