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FUTURE MEETINGS 
 AND EVENTS 

July 1, 2009—Report of  Council Officers 
(Form #185) —Due to Supreme Office & 
State Office 
July 10-12, 2009—Midsummer Meeting 
August 1, 2009—Service Program 
Personnel Report (Form #365)—Due to 
Supreme Office & State Office 
August 4, 2009—84th Anniversary of 
Columbian Squires 
August 4-6, 2009—Supreme Convention—
Phoenix, AZ 

Don’t forget to visit our 
web-site at: 

 
www.mnknights.org 
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Delegates to the Minnesota Knights of Columbus State Convention in St. Cloud elected the leaders for the Minnesota Knights 
of Columbus for 2009-10.  The elected officers will be installed at a Mass at the Midsummer Meeting, which will be held in 
Bloomington.  “Meet your leaders.” 
 

   
  State Deputy— Ricardo Acevedo of LaCrescent Council #5115.  Ricardo has served the Knights in positions          
  in the states of Illinois, Ohio, and Minnesota on the local, district and state levels. Ricardo is  employed with 
the 
  Social Security Administration.  He is a member of the Bishop Kelley Fouith Degree Assembly.  He and  
  Catherine are the parents of three adult daughters. 
 
   
  State Chaplain—Father David Maciej is a priest of the St.Cloud Diocese.  Father was ordained in 1980. 
  He has served various parishes in the St. Cloud Diocese.  He is now serving the parish of St. John Nepomuk 
  at Lastrup and Holy Cross parish at Harding.  Father David grew up near Bowlus, attended college in 
  St. Cloud and joined the Navy prior to going to seminary.   
   
   
  Associate State Chaplain—Father Richard Colletti, Rector of the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese 
  of Winona, was appointed by Bishop John Quinn to be Associate State Chaplain for the Minnesota Knights  
  of Columbus on June 11, 2009.  “Meet” Father Colletti on page 2. 
 
 
  Immediate Past State Deputy—H. Eugene Hippe recently completed his term as State Deputy.  He is a 
  member of Willmar Council #2764 and Msgr. Anatole Oster Fourth Degree Assembly.  Gene has served the  
  state of Minnesota in other leadership positions prior to becoming State Deputy.  Gene is now enjoying retire- 
  ment.  He and Gloria are the parents of three adult children.   
 
 
  State Secretary—Craig Larson is a member of Moorhead Council #4463 and Bishop Corbett Assembly in 
  Crookston.  Craig held several leadership positions in his council and served as a District Deputy prior to be- 
  coming a state officer.  Craig is employed at Eventide Senior Living Community in Moorhead. He and Mary Jo     
  have five children. 
 
 

  State Treasurer—Joe Konrardy has served in various offices in his council, District Deputy and State Program 
  and State Membership Director prior to becoming a State Officer.  Joe is a member of Council #6005 in Mound 
  and Father Lucian Galtier Fourth Degree Assembly. Joe is self-employed.  He & Bonnie have five adult    
  children.   

   
  State Advocate—James Terwedo has served in this position for  
  over 20 years.  He is a graduate of William Mitchell College of  
  Law.  Jim is now in a private law firm.  He is a member of Council 
  #2023 in New Prague and also a member of the Archbishop Ireland  
  Fourth Degree Assembly.   
 
  State Warden—Ray Wojtysiak has served in many council leader- 
  ship positions, District Deputy, and State Program Director prior to 
  being elected State Warden.  Ray also has worked for many years 
  with the Special Olympics Fall Classic, along with his wife Jan.  
  He’s a member of Brooklyn Center Council #6772 and a Nicollet 
  Assembly Fourth Degree member.  Ray is self-employed.  He and            
                      Jan have six children.   

Supreme Convention Delegates 
are Heading to Phoenix 

 
Congratulations to those elected to represent Minnesota at the 
Supreme Convention in Phoenix in August.  Elected were:  
Ricardo Acevedo, H. Eugene Hippe. Craig Larson, Joe Konrardy, 
Jim Terwedo, Ray Wojtysiak, Robert Mathewson, Robert Penas, Dennis Snow, 
and Terry Englund. 
 
Elected as alternates to the Supreme Convention were:  Joe Bertram, Sr., Mike 
Peplinski, James Schwalbe, Marc Peters, Tom Berglund, Dennis Bronk, Randall 
Lindstrom, Mike Schilling, and Dan Otte. 
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By:  Ricardo Acevedo, State Deputy 

 
A New Fraternal Year!   Please welcome all the newly installed 
and re-appointed/ reelected officers, directors, and chairmen 
both at local and state councils.  They are volunteers who 
donate countless hours to serve their priests, religious, church, 
and local communities as well as statewide programs.  Thank 

you to all the outgoing volunteers; we hope that you will continue to serve with 
your God given talents and gifts.  Thank you to the incoming volunteers for 
accepting your new positions.   Without the many volunteers, the Knights of 
Columbus cannot serve the six dioceses in the State of Minnesota as well as the 
world.  Thank you one and all! 
 
Please consider volunteering for local and state level positions in the Knights of 
Columbus.  We need your help, your volunteerism, your ministries such as Pro-
life, Family Activities Director, Ladies Auxiliaries, Squires, Squirettes, Web-
Master, Fr. McGivney Guild Chairman, Keep Christ in Christmas Chairman, 
State Soccer Chairman, and other programs within our order both at 3rd and 4th 
Degree levels.  Currently we have State programs and District Deputy positions 
that remain unfilled.  Just imagine how much more we could accomplish with 
our good works if we were fully staffed.  Please e-mail or contact me as soon as 
possible.  We want to serve our parishes in every corner of the State of 
Minnesota.   The whole State of Minnesota is important!  WE ARE ALL ONE 
FAMILY!  It was great to see a whole family attend the State Convention in St. 
Cloud.  Please include your families in your Knights of Columbus events.  The 
whole family can volunteer together.  I remember in Ohio during Tootsie Roll 
weekends my wife and daughters were volunteering with me; they received 
more donations than I did!  They also assisted in other programs when I was 
Youth Director such as filling Easter Eggs, helping with Christmas and 
Halloween parties, Free throws as well as pancake breakfasts and fish fries.  
We need to know your gifts, your talents that can help build up the kingdom of 
God.  How can you give of your time with the talents God has given you?  
Please think of doing your great works with your family.  We were so honored 
when our family received “Family of the Month” from our local council in 
Springfield, IL. and Kettering, OH. as well as the Supreme Council.  We also 
received “Family of the Year” from our local council in Springfield, IL and in 
Kettering, OH. We would love to hear others experiencing this wonderful 
treasure!  We are a Family, Fraternal, Service Organization.  Our founder, Fr. 
Michael J. McGivney “was a man to whom [family values] represented more 
than mere rhetoric.  And he left a legacy of hope still celebrated around the 
world.”  We have representation of Catholics from around the world.  If more 
Catholic families were represented in the Knights of Columbus in Minnesota, 
just imagine how the 5% of all Catholics in Minnesota in the Knights of 
Columbus could easily double to 10%, thus enabling our great programs such 
as the Tootsie Rolls, the Pennies for Seminarians, and the Jim Campbell Fund 
just to name a few, to have much needed growth.  If you are interested in 
helping, contact me!  Let’s talk! 
 
This new fraternal year I would like to focus our good works in the name of  
“Our Lady of Guadalupe,” the patron saint of the Americas.  Each year a new 
state pin is created.  This fraternal year the state pin will have the image of 
“Our Lady of Guadalupe.”  Let’s dedicate our good works of Charity, Unity, 
Fraternity, and Patriotism to “Our Lady.” 
 
Thank you to Gene Hippe for his leadership these past two years as our Worthy 
State Deputy, and to all his directors, chairmen, DD’s and the Grand Knights 
that contributed to a successful two year service to our parishes in Minnesota.  I 
cannot put a number to the countless hours that were donated to make the two 
years as successful as they were.  The foundation that he laid by starting new 
councils and new membership growth will not end, but will continue.  Again, 
thank you Worthy Immediate Past State Deputy Gene and Lady Gloria, you did 
us proud! 
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By:  Father Richard Colletti, Associate State Chaplain 
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                          By:  Father David Maciej, State Chaplain 
 
This is my first report as State Chaplain, and it brings home to me     
the responsibility that I’m entrusted with.  In a way, it’s like 
being pastor for a parish, though it’s one that’s far-flung over the 
entire state. 
 

I thank Fr. Ron Huberty who has so ably filled this role during the past year.  Fr. 
Ron has been great in mentoring me, and I hope I can carry on his dedication to be 
of service to the Knights and Ladies Auxiliary in this great state of ours. 
 
An immediate information item that I need to state here:  my address, phone and 
email are changed as of July 1.  My new address is: St. John Nepomuk, 
PO Box 38, Lastrup, MN, 56344.  My new office phone is : (320)468-2111.  As of 
the typing of this report I do not yet have my new email.  I will give that in my 
column for August.  Please note this especially for the request of St. Michael medals 
for our military personnel.  Call, write or email me, and I will gladly send a medal 
to that person.  Fr. Ron has shared with me some of the grateful responses that our 
military men and women have shared when they receive the medal, and the 
assurance of our prayers for them. 
 
We State Knights gather for our mid-summer meeting, July 10-12, and then some of 
us will be at the Supreme Convention in Phoenix, August 4-6.  These gatherings 
always lend strength to the principle of Fraternity, which is so important for any 
organization, and especially for Catholics and other Christians.  Fellowship with 
other believers in Christ is crucial if one’s faith is to continue growing.  “Christian” 
and “loner” don’t go together well, unless the Lord calls a person to a life of a 
hermit, which is a special vocation.  But the great majority of us are called to be in 
community with others who believe as we do.  We derive strength from this.  Our 
spiritual life then affects every other aspect of our being, whether it be social,  
business, family, or other areas.  We need each other in order to thrive.  Among 
other things, this is why attendance at our local council meetings is so important.  
Hopefully, all of us Knights make the effort, as best we can, to join others there, not 
only to help with the “business” that needs to be done, but also to simply “be there” 
for each other.  “Where two or three gather together in my name,” Jesus says, “I am 
there among them.” 
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The Knights of Columbus State Auxiliary will soon be celebraitng 40 
years of support to the Knights of Columbus in Minnesota. We presently 
have 30 auxiliaries and would like to have more. Our State President would like to 
talk to you about forming an auxiliary in your area. If interested in forming a KC 
Auxiliary or in need of more information on auxiliaries, please contact:  Rochelle 
Ibarra, State President, 20740 Justice Path, Lakeville, MN  55044 or by phone at:  
952-985-5132 or via e-mail at:  rochelle.ibarra@gmail.com . 

The Knightly News “staff” asked Father Colletti to send a bio as a means of 
introduction to our KC members across the state of Minnesota.  And this is what he 
shared. 
********** 
I was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Winona in 1978.  I have been a member 
of the Knights of Columbus Winona Council #5115 since shortly after ordination, 
and active in councils in Austin, Jackson, and Mankato over the years where I have 
served as Associate Pastor and Pastor in those communities. 
 
The Knights continue to do wonderful ministry for our church through their Respect 
for Life and family programs, scholarship and fraternal opportunities.  It is a 
pleasure to be able to serve at the state level for the next two years. 
 
I grew up in Chicago where my Dad is a Past Grand Knight and a member of the 
4th Degree.  I am the third of five children, with two older brothers and a younger 
sister and brother.  I attended St. Mary’s University in Winona and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Seminary where my vocation to the priesthood lead me to serve in 
the Diocese of Winona.  I studied theology in Rome at the North American College 
from 1974-78.   
 
I am currently Rector of the Cathedral of the Scared Heart in Winona and Pastor of 
St. Casimir’s Parish also in Winona.  I love being a priest and pastor.  It is a great 
time to enable and encourage leadership in the church among the laity using 
stewardship and evangelization models to bring people closer to Christ. 
 
********** 
On behalf of all the Knights and families in Minnesota, WELCOME Father 
Colletti.  We look forward to meeting you and having your spiritual guidance at our 
events. 
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Brother Knights in Minnesota: 
 
I am very grateful for the support I have received from the Jim Campbell Fund 
for the continuing education of priests and religious.  The University of St. 
John’s at Collegeville, Minnesota, is offering a Study Tour of the Christian 
Holy Sites of the first century.  The study tour begins in Jerusalem and 
includes visits to St. Catherine’s in the Sinai peninsula and the monasteries in 
Wadi Natrum.  This tour, of course, includes most of the Holy places in Israel.  
This donation will help fund this tour for me. 
 
I treasured my two years as State Chaplain and am very grateful for this 
opportunity funded by your donations to the Jim Campbell Fund. 
 
May God Bless the Knights of Minnesota and the good work you do! 
 
Father Robert Schneider 
Madison Lake, MN�

�
�
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By:  Robert Mathewson, State Program Director 

 
I hope you are enjoying the summer God has given us. We have been blessed 
and we need to be thankful for all God has given us and mindful of what he has 
in store for us. I look forward to serving you this new fraternal year with great 
expectations and renewed enthusiasm as your new State Program Director. I 
feel we have the opportunity to make this next year stand out as one of the best 
years yet, both in programs and membership. You have the power to make it 
happen and I am depending on you to help us be the best that we can be.  
 
I understand that for most of us, doing the paperwork that goes along with our 
positions is not the fun part of our jobs but it is a very necessary part of the 
commitment that we made when we accepted our positions. Getting the 
paperwork in and on time makes not only our jobs but also the jobs of other 
people a lot better. It will enable us to find out where we are doing great, where 
we need more help or even where we can condense a thing or two. Start the year 
off right and get those forms #185 and #365 in on time. Make a commitment to 
make sure that the paperwork does not hinder you or the State from achieving 
excellence.  
 
The Leaders Guide for this year was amended under the program judging 
criteria as well as trying to make the non-competitive awards criteria a little 
easier to read. I expect this to have a positive effect on our programs. Keep in 
mind that it is your enthusiasm, commitment and diligence that will ultimately 
make the difference. I am counting on you to do your best for the Knights of 
Columbus. 
 
I look forward to working with all the program staff, Berry Hobbs and his great 
membership staff, the District Deputies, the officers and their support staff, but 
most of all serving and working with you. If you have any questions, 
suggestions or complaints please call me at 763-754-2892. 
 
As my Grandparents taught me when I was little (a long time ago) that nothing 
is impossible for us if we want it and are willing to work hard enough for it. 
 
May God continue to bless all of you and your families. 

Mark Your Calendars Now! 
 

October 10, 2009 
           State Soccer Challenge 

           Coon Rapids Soccer Fields 
 

More info will be available at a later date! 
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By:  Craig Larson., State Secretary 

 
 
Thank you for your vote of confidence in electing me to the 
office of State Secretary. I am honored to serve all of you on 
the state board. After two years of learning how to be State 
Treasurer, I have to start over with something new. Like the old saying, “Just 
when you know the answers, they change the questions.” I am looking forward to 
the next months and learning more about the great councils all across Minnesota. 
 
We all need a break from time to time and summer is a good time to rest up. 
Many of our councils seem to need to rest up too and take the summer off from 
meetings and activities. By the time things get back in business 25% of the 
council year has gone by. Your council is missing out on opportunities to conduct 
activities that will boost your treasury and may even increase your membership. If 
every council would conduct one more activity and recruit one more member, our 
organization will have a great year. 
 
Many of you are busy planning the schedule for the next fraternal year. I 
encourage you all to try something new. There are always ideas that we will try to 
do “sometime.” Why not this year? Our Supreme Knight has asked all of us to go 
one step further in our volunteering. Why not volunteer for a new project in your 
council? Who knows, you may come up with the next Tootsie Roll Drive or 
Marathon for Non-Public Education. Every successful program started out with, 
“Why don’t we try this!” 
 
As I am writing this I am wrapping up the Tootsie Roll Drive and getting the 
accounts in order to pass them on to the new State Treasurer Joe Konrardy. There 
are many checks that have been sent out to Tootsie Roll recipients, councils, DDs 
and staff members. If you have a check from the Minnesota Knights of Columbus, 
PLEASE CASH IT IMMEDIATELY. If you have checks to present to Tootsie 
Roll recipients, PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THEM IMMEDIATLELY. We will be 
closing the books in the next month or so and need to have all checks cleared. 
 
Thank you again, let’s make this the best year ever! 
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The Knights of Columbus is described as a “Catholic Family Service 
Organization”.  The Knights strongly support the family  and has a 
wonderful way to recognize our KC families with a program called 
“Family of the Month”.  Each council is encouraged to participate in this program.  
This is a great way to support our families and thank them for the work they do on 
behalf of the Knights of Columbus.   
 
A “Family of the Month” form can be found in your Surge with Service packets 
that your Grand Knight has received.  Submit this form to the Supreme Office on 
a monthly basis.  The Supreme Office randomly selects families monthly to 
receive a gift, usually a Holy Family statue.  These forms are due to the Supreme 
Council Office by the 15th of each month.   
 
At the end of the fraternal year, you will have selected twelve worthy families 
who will have been recognized, from which you will choose your council Family 
of the Year and submit a family to the State Council for a “State Family of the 
Year” competition.  That winner of the State Council Family of the Year then 
moves on to Supreme Council competition.  Minnesota has had three international 
“Family of the Year” since this program began in 1978. 
 
Our families are important and are the ones who support us as being a Knight of 
Columbus.  Why not recognize them and say “thanks” in this special way.   
 
Grand Knights, if your council has not participated in this program, please take 
the first step to honor a family from your council..  There are no fees involved.  
All you need to do is submit one form a month.  
 

Changes Do Happen 
By:  Joe Konrardy, State Treasurer 

 
 
The new fraternal year is so much fun.  I am looking forward to 
another great year of learning and sharing with you my Brothers 
in the Order.   
 

Are you like I am?  Have you lost a wonderful Pastor and Council Chaplain to a 
transfer to another parish?  I experienced both this last month, at the State 
Council level, as well as my own Council in Mound #6005.  I am really looking 
forward to the next year with Father D. Maciej.  He has such great passion for 
people.  Such a great Brother in the Order as well as an outstanding spiritual 
leader.  We, as knights in this state are very lucky to have Fr. David assigned to 
us for another year.  Like the Former State Chaplain’s before him, they have all 
been wonderful supporters in our cause.  So it’s very easy to support them in 
return.  And “Yes” I miss them as well.  
 
My own Council is the same way.  I have had a wonderful opportunity to have 
Fr. S. Mader as our Pastor at Our Lady of the Lake in Mound and our Council’s 
Chaplain.  Like many of you, he will be missed in our parish for his involvement 
and support.  Fr. Stan joined the Knights just a few years ago because of what he 
saw being done in our parish by the Knights.  Up until then, we were just a group 
of guys.  But after seeing what we really do and what we stand for, he wanted to 
join.  Like all of us, Fr. Stan just had to be asked.  He was asked and now he 
joins us in our ranks as a 3rd Degree member.  His uncle is also a new District 
Deputy this year.  I wonder if Fr. Stan had anything to do with his uncle’s 
recruitment????  It would not surprise me if he did. �  
 
If you are like me with a transferring Pastor this year, do him a favor.  Call ahead 
to the Grand Knight of the new parish and tell him how wonderful your former 
Pastor was.  I also encourage the GK for any new pastor to get to know the new 
Pastor as fast as possible.  Hold a special “Welcome” picnic or social no matter if 
he’s a Knight or not.  Let your new Pastor know that the Knights are here to 
support him.  Don’t wait, do it now!   
 
As your new Treasurer, I do plan on saving postage by emailing our invoices and 
communicating through email 100% by December.  This will need to be 
approved by the State Deputy so now is your time to either support or not by 
sending in your position to me.  Using the email process can save the state 
budget $114 in postage alone if we convert to only email invoices for each state 
wide mailing.  Let’s see how many folks mail in their opinion to me.  I’ll assume 
no input means you are fine with the move. 
 
Form 185 listing Councils officers for this new fraternal year was due July 1 to 
both supreme and state offices.  We all need it to support our state wide 
directory.  Form 365 is due in a couple of weeks (August 1).  As an officer in 
your local council, I would ask if these forms have been sent in.  If they have not, 
I would volunteer to help get them off in the next day or 2.  Both forms are 
simple to fill out but so important for a number of reasons.  Let’s double check to 
insure that your Council has sent theirs in. 
 
This fraternal year is going to be so much fun.  I get to learn a lot about receiving 
bills, sending invoices but most importantly, sending checks out.  AND I am 
human.  If you see something that doesn’t make sense to you, I’d love to hear 
about it.   
 
Enjoy the summer and your family. 
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By:  Tom Grinnell 

District Master�

Brother Knights the Holy Redeemer Assembly of Marshall. MN are hosting the 
fall Fourth Degree Exemplification, Saturday, October 17th at the Best Western 
Marshall Inn in Marshall, MN.  Yes I know it is the first day of pheasant 
hunting and bow hunting season is open and it may be a good day to harvest 
beans or corn.  It is also a good day to reflect on Christ our King, His Church 
and our beloved country.  Following every exemplification I ask the newly 
installed Sir Knight to give me his impression of the day.  His response is 
always positive and often includes “I should have done it sooner”.  My response 
is “why didn’t you do it sooner?”  Often the answer is “I just put it off and 
found an excuse not to plan for it”, or “I was too busy to commit the day for it.”  
Brother Knights now is the time to make the commitment.  The candidate 
exemplification fee is $70 which includes the cost of one banquet meal. Discuss 
it with your bride if necessary and plan to attend the October 17th 
exemplification.  If you are married your spouse is encouraged to attend also. A 
luncheon is planned for her and she is included in the exemplification Mass and 
banquet.  The most frequent complaint from the spouse is that she wished she 
could attend the exemplification ceremony as the rest of the day was so 
beautiful.  A block of rooms have been reserved at the host hotel at a cost of 
$91 a night.  Reservations can be made by calling the front desk at 507-532-
3221.  Rooms may also be reserved at the Marshall Comfort Inn.  Cost range 
from $72 to $81. The telephone number is 507-532-3070.  When making 
reservations at either hotel indicate you are with the Knights of Columbus.  
Room cost and availability is guaranteed only through September 17th. 
Exemplification registration data and forms can be found on the Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus web site.  www.mnknights.org.  Candidate Fourth 
Degree application forms (Form #4) can be obtained from assembly 
officers. Make your plans for the October 17th exemplification in 
Marshall, MN and enjoy the beauty and hospitality of southwestern 
Minnesota. 
 
God bless you in your efforts to build His kingdom and may he continue 
to bless America. 

�������  
Immediate Past State Deputy, Gene Hippe 

 
 
This is probably my last article in our State Newspaper.  It has 
been a most interesting and fruitful two year experience as your 
State Deputy.  Thank you state officers for being both supportive 
and encouraging.  Thank you Past State Deputies and other former 
leaders for your support.  Several people accepted positions as assistant to the 
State Deputy and their support was invaluable.  Thank you to the members of all 
degree teams.  Your commitment is much appreciated.  I must extend a special 
thank you to State Program Director, Ray Wojtysiak and the entire program staff 
for the great work they did in the program area.  I extend a special thanks to my 
first State Membership Director, Ken Ford and second year State Membership 
Director, Berry Hobbs, and their membership staff for the fine job they did on 
helping to build our membership throughout the state. Not only did they do a great 
job during their year, but they have started the process so next year we should see 
5-6 new councils formed early in the fratrnal year and more councils than ever 
conducting Round Tables in some of our many small parishes that are no longer 
growing.  
 
I would be remiss if I did not thank all the Grand Knights for the leadership they 
provided for their local councils.  I especially want to thank those who met or 
came close to meeting their membership goal each year. Our founder, Fr. 
McGivney wanted every Catholic man to have the opportunity to become a 
Knight and many of the councils accepted that challenge with enthusiasm.  DD’s, 
thanks for all the work you did. 
 
I encourage all councils to become involved with the Wheelchair Program by 
planning a fundraising event such as a breakfast to raise funds for this worthy 
program.  Every council should plan a similar fund raising event to increase 
donations for vocations.  Another event that needs to have a planned fund raising 
event is the program to assist religious education in local parishes.  And let us not 
forget the importance of being more active than ever in educating others about the 
need to support prolife. Each year over one million babies are aborted in this 
country.  We must never give up in this battle or weaken in our resolve to stop the 
murdering of innocent babies. Also let us be alert and united as we fight a 
definition of marriage bill that will allow same sex marriage.   
 
I thank each of you for being a member of the Knights of Columbus.  For those 
who are married, thank your wife for always being there to support and help us. 
Together we make a difference. And finally, I want to publically thank my wife of 
44 years.  It is because of Gloria that I am a Catholic and it was with Gloria’s 
support that I was able to serve as your State Deputy for two wonderful years. ���������	
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By:  Margaret Hendricks, Historian/Publicity 
 

This year’s Auxiliary Convention was held in conjunction with 
the men’s convention in St. Cloud.  Congratulations to this 
year’s Auxilian of the Year, Mary Ann Maruska from New 
Prague #2023. 
 
State Chaplain Ron Huberty and Associate State Chaplain Father David Maciej 
helped with the installation of officers.  Each officer was escorted in by Past 
State Presidents.  Officers fort he coming year are:  President-Rochelle Ibarra; 
Vice-President-Ida Lorraine Wilderson; Secretary-Lisa Heikkila; Treasurer-
Anita Doll; 1st Trustee-Anne Aeschliman; 2nd Trustee-Ann Hartman.  We had a 
wonderful lunch.  Following lunch, we were entertained by the a capella group, 
“The Half Steps”.  We found out that State Ways & Means Chairlady, Nancy 
Unger, loves Elvis.  Then the wonderful Respect Life movie “Bella” was shown 
and everyone received a popcorn bag of goodies.  Door prizes were given out.   
 
The State Board also sponsored a Hospitality Room.  Hope everyone got a 
chance to stop by and enjoy our goodies and a little libation. 
 
The 2010 Auxiliary Convention will be held in April, hosted by Minneapolis 
Auxiliary #435. 
 
Grand Knights—check with your auxiliary president to see if they are receiving 
the State Paper.  If not, please let me know at mmlhendricks@hotmail.com  They 
should be receiving it and passing on the information. 
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By Ray Wojtysiak, State Warden 
 
The State Convention is now history and I would like to thank 
you for your support and vote of confidence in electing me to 
the State Warden position. I pledge to work to build the 
strength of the Order in the State of Minnesota and I ask for 
your input in so doing. Thank you to Bob Mathewson for accepting the State 
Program position, and Berry Hobbs the Membership position. I expect you will see 
great things accomplished by them during this next year. I urge you to make a 
point of submitting your paperwork and forms in a timely manner in order that his 
job is a little less cumbersome. I remind you of the importance of filing your form 
185 (election of officers) and form 365 (appointment of directors) in order that you 
will receive all of the mailings from Supreme. Some of these are very important. 
The information that you submit on the form 185 is also used by Greg and Linda at 
our state administrative office to compile our State Directory. It sure would be nice 
to have that directory available by August. Let's jump on it now, and get those 
forms sent in! 
 
Attention all Council Officers!  Your District Deputy will be returning from 
attending the Mid-Summer meeting and he will be scheduling a district meeting 
soon. Please plan to attend in order that you can receive all of the new information. 
The Leaders Guide has been updated to reflect the discontinued use of over and 
under 300 member classifications in the programs area. 
 
I mentioned Berry Hobbs accepting the Membership director position, Brother 
Knights, Berry is good, but he can’t do it alone. Imagine the growth if each of us 
recruited just one (1) new member. It would be awesome. I challenge you to seek 
out that one (1) new member. Think of all the things our Order has to offer them. 
 
Have a great summer and ask a Catholic friend to join us in this great fraternal 
organization! 
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Pope Benedict XVI has declared a “Year for Priests”, which 
commenced on June 19, 2009 at a vespers service at the Vatican.  
Key components to this year will be prayer and awareness.  We need 
to be aware of the priests we have and pray for them and assist them. 

 
We need to be aware of  and pray for more vocations to the priesthood.  They are 
needed everywhere in the world.  Are there Brother Knights or family members 
discerning the call to the priesthood?     
 
As Knights we are asked to pray for our priests and many more.  A special 
prayer card for this event can be ordered from the Supreme Office. Councils are 
encouraged to order item #4864 6-09 and recite the prayer at your council 
meetings. 

�
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By:  Berry Hobbs, State Membership Director 

 
The recent State Convention was a resounding success.  Our gratitude is extended 
to Gene Markman and his team who worked so hard to make our weekend in St. 
Cloud so enjoyable.  To the newly elected state council officers, we extend to 
each our congratulations and best wishes for the upcoming year.  These new 
officers will provide us with direction and wisdom.   
 
Those who fail to plan, plan to fail.  Sound familiar?  District Deputies, grand 
knights, council directors and chairmen must come together and form a vision for 
the councils.  Establish your goals and objectives that reference new council 
development, membership development, membership retention, round table 
development, and program implementation and execution. 
 
Grand knights, please submit the following two completed forms to Supreme and 
our State Deputy:  the Form 185, Report of Officers Chosen for Term and the 
Form 365, Report of Service Program Personnel.  These forms are used by 
Supreme to build their databases, and our Administrative Assistant uses these 
forms to construct the State Directory.  Please do not linger on this task. 
 
The early bird gets the worm.  To those district deputies and grand knights who 
plan to host a major degree, please contact our State Ceremonials Chairman, 
Brother David Whatmuff.  He will work with you on scheduling your degree. 
 
The Round Table establishes a Knights of Columbus presence in those parishes 
that do not have a council.  The Round Table not only serves as a vehicle for 
service to the local parish, but it also is a source of membership for the home 
council.  Please make plans to establish a Round Table; our Round Table 
Coordinator, Chuck Ernst, is available to assist you with this task.   
 
Retention of our membership assets must be and remain a priority.  Brother John 
Tanaka is and will be available to assist in this task.  On the council’s Form 365, 
Service Program Personnel Report, include a membership and retention 
chairman.  Members are the most important assets of the council, and the grand 
knight and council membership team must do all they can to never have a member 
suspended.  Membership development will drive our programs, and good 
programs will drive our membership.   
 

St. Michael’s Medal 
 

Do you have a family member or friend serving in the military?  Did you know 
that you can request a St. Michael Medal to be sent to them from our State 
Chaplain?  There is no cost to you or the military service person.  And the 
military person does not need to be a Knight of Columbus. 
 
All you need to do is send the name of the person in the military, their rank, 
branch of service, and address to State Chaplain, Father David Maciej.  He will 
send the medal directly to the serviceman/woman along with a Holy Card and 
the prayers of the Knights of Columbus in Minnesota.   
 
Of course prayers from our Minnesota Knights’ families are very important to 
our military men and women.  Continue to pray for them and their safety. 
 
Please send your request to:  Father David Maciej, State Chaplain, St. John 
Nepomuk Parish, P. O. Box 38, Lastrup, MN   56344. 
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Did you know there is a Knights of Columbus Wake Service available 
for councils to use at a funeral wake of a KC member?  This beautiful 

wake service was written by and reviewed/updated by two of our former State 
Chaplains.  Councils should be talking to their chaplain/priest about the use of this 
service at funeral wakes of KC members. 
 
Copies of this service were distributed last year to DD’s to share with councils.  If 
your council is interested in having copies of this service, please contact the State 
KC Office.  There is no charge for a request of a reasonable amount of copies.  If 
a large amount id requested, there is a nominal fee.�

Ceremonials Update 

By:  Dave Whatmuff – State Ceremonials Chairman 

Last week we had the final major degrees of this fraternal year, including one 
organized at very short notice at the Cathedral of St. Paul - thanks to Chris 
Wrobel for his hard work on this! 

According to the exemplification reports submitted by District Deputies, the total 
of second and third degree candidates in the 2008-2009 fraternal year was about 
730. We currently have 6 certified second degree teams, 4 third degree teams, 
and 4 CO’s, comprising about 100 of our brother Knights, and I would like to 
thank these brothers for their efforts and dedication in this past year, without 
which this would not have been possible. 

Of course, these major degrees are dependant upon candidates from first degrees, 
usually at a local council level, and once again our brothers who take the time 
and effort required to do this deserve the thanks of all of us. 

Ceremonial work is an important role in our duties as Knights – without new 
brothers joining our Order, we would soon cease to exist. If you would like to be 
a part of a ceremonial team, please contact me and I will be happy to put you in 
touch with a team in your area. 

We have already started scheduling the exemplifications for the coming year, 
and I would like to encourage District Deputies and Grand Knights to send me 
the degree requests as soon as possible. Don’t wait for the mid-summer meeting - 
the earlier you are, the more chance you have of getting the date you require. 

������  

By:  Joe Konrardy, State Treasurer 

Congratulations to all Councils and fellow Brothers. Why congratulate you?  I do 
so because at this very moment, we have all met our membership and insurance 
goals. We all have an equal chance for program awards. Everyone is starting from 
the same point. It is up to you as to how you move forward and achieve the 
objectives your Council wishes to achieve.  

 If you’re a Grand Knight, you are about to establish the goals for the entire 
Council. Some of us help out without being asked. Some of us wait to be asked 
before volunteering to assist.  District Deputies are planning their schedules and 
their goals for the new fraternal year. The State Council is doing the very same 
thing. We are all at the same spot though, the very beginning. 

One might wonder how they can make a difference. How can I as an individual 
make an impact? How can one person have a “ripple effect” across the Order in 
Minnesota? That’s easy.  It starts with a prayer, a simple but powerful prayer that 
my mother would say 

God, grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change; 
courage to change the things I can;  
and the wisdom to know the difference. 
  
As our new fraternal year starts, are you sitting back and letting things happen you 
to?  Are you letting things happen to you that you know you can offer assistance 
to? Are you over-powering your way on doing things? Are you working with your 
fellow brothers on setting the stage for goals in the 2009-2010 fraternal year? Are 
you praying to God for the wisdom you need to answer these and other questions? 
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Family of the Year    Knight of the Year 
Delores & Don Molitor    James Decker 
Cold Spring Council #5344   Rochester Council #11460 
 
 
Family Service Award    Council Service Award  
St. Cloud Council #5548   St. Odilia Council #9598 
Project:  Coats for Kids    Project:  Getting Education to  
         Community’s Kids & 
         Others  (G.E.C.K.O.) 
 
 
Youth Service Award    Church Service Award 
Fairmont Council #1575   Lino Lakes Council #9905 
Project:  Ctholic School Raffle   Project:  Save Old St. Joe’s 
 
 
Community Service Award 
Fairmonbt Council #1575 
Project:  KC Community Auction 

National  Knights  of  Columbus  Softball  
Tournament 

 
KC Councils with softballs teams are invited to participate in the 
National KC Softball Tournament during  Labor Day weekend for the 

following respective years. 
 

2009 - Cape Girardeau, Missouri (South of St. Louis) 
2010 - Sealy, Texas (just outside Houston) 

 
For more information please contact Larry Kuciemba, President of KC Softball 
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Exemplification Schedule  
Location 1st Degree 2nd Degree 3rd Degree Host DD  

 
Date  

 
If you wish to host or have requested a major degree and do not see it here, please contact Dave Whatmuff, Director of Ceremonials (763) 420-4995, e-mail  at 

 KCDegreesMN@gmail.com.  If you plan to bring candidates to any exemplification, contact the host DD with the number of candidates via e-mail (DDxx@mnknights.org. 
To see a complete schedule of degrees, check the state web-site at www.mnknights.org. 
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By:  Berry Hobbs, State Membership Director 

 
While visiting my son several years ago, I watched in amazement as the Mississippi 
River proceeded to destroy whole communities, ruin crops, and leave people 
desperate.  Recently, the Red River raised it ugly head out of its banks and spread 
across the Red River Valley.  Morehead, Fargo, and several other communities were 
challenged by the abundant water.  During these events, I saw man’s best efforts.  
People lost their personal belongings, some lost their homes, and whole communities 
suffered millions of dollars worth of damage.  In spite of all the horror inflicted, 
neighbors banded together, filling sandbags, making sandwiches, hauling dirt for 
dikes, or rendering aid and assistance to those in need.   

 
By definition, the greatest asset of a council is its membership.  The primary function 
of a council is to offer membership to every eligible Catholic gentleman.  The council 
must do those things that get him through the membership degree and beyond.  The 
leadership of the council must employ those ways and means available to keep the 
member interested and being of service to the parish and community.  During the past 
few months, our councils across the state did an excellent job recruiting new members 
and bringing new life to the local councils.  This past year hundreds of our brother 
knights have left the order.  On the whole we are leaving these gentlemen stranded, 
floating away from the spiritual and fraternal benefits of our Order.    
 
It seems to me that the dike is broken, and it is time for us, all of us, to band together.  
The grand knight should make it abundantly clear that losing a single member is not 
acceptable.  An occasional loss will happen, but considering the numbers of recent 
suspensions and withdrawals, are we not fully realizing the seriousness of this matter?  
Are we avoiding our duty in doing all that we can to retain those who seek to leave 
our councils?  Are we losing membership because someone has not paid their dues 
and a membership team has not made an attempt to inquire about the member’s 
issues?  Are we failing to employ our leadership team?  Are they effectively trying to 
fill those sandbags and stop the membership leakage?  I wonder. 
 
Being a member of the Knights of Columbus is an opportunity which comes our way 
only once.  It is this time in our lives that we commit to live by a set of values and 
principles that shape our lives.  It is a commitment to our parish and our community to 
assist others when and wherever possible.  It is a commitment that should require us to 
stand tall as an example of  the Catholic way of life.   
 
When one of our brothers decides to leave the Order, then it is incumbent upon us to 
do all that is humanly possible to persuade him not to do so.  Being a knight is a 
lifestyle that requires us to walk along those same trails of love and service as our 
Lord.  Please consider and firmly commit to keep all members interested and active.  
Having someone withdraw or be suspended is just not acceptable. 
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The Knights of Columbus announced June 12 that it set new all-time records 
for charitable donations and volunteer service hours in 2008. Supreme 
Knight Carl A. Anderson released the results of the Order’s annual survey in 
a presentation to its board of directors and state leaders, meeting at its 
international headquarters in New Haven. 

The results of the Knights’ annual Survey of Fraternal Activity for the year 
ending December 31, 2008, indicate that, despite the economy, total 
charitable contributions reached $150,036,865 – exceeding the previous 
year’s total by more than $5.1 million. The figure includes $32,295,376 
donated by the Supreme Council, and $117,741,489 in contributions from 
state and local councils assemblies and Squires circles. 

The survey also indicated that the quantity of volunteer service hours to 
charitable causes by Knights grew to 68,783,653 – an increase of 87,885 
hours compared to the 2007 total. There were more than 413,000 Knights of 
Columbus blood donations during the year and, among the most common 
service programs, Habitat for Humanity received 156,295 K of C volunteer 
hours. 

The Knights of Columbus has been promoting a Year of the Volunteer and 
sponsored a summit on volunteerism, A Nation of Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors, in New York Feb. 27, to promoted increased participation and 
collaboration in volunteer efforts from individuals and organizations. 

Cumulative figures show that during the past decade, the Knights of 
Columbus has donated more than $1.325 billion to charity, and provided 
nearly 626 million hours of volunteer service in support of charitable 
initiatives. 
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By:  Marc Peters, Dev. Disabilities Fund Raiser Chairman 

New council year yet some old business to attend to. There is still 20 plus councils 
that haven't turned in their money from the April weekend. Let me remind you that 
this is not your council's money. It belongs to the charities that you collected it for. I 
bet that if you ask them, their answer will be:" show me the money!" So quit stalling 
and get it turned in.  

This also goes for the councils when they get the checks from their hard work. Don't 
wait till fall; get them passed out. These agencies can use these funds. And we want to 
get them cleared out of our account.  

As the council starts their year off, let's make sure that the MR chairman is appointed. 
Don't wait till January when the packet comes to "find" someone that will do it. It 
looks like we will beat last year's figures and we want to keep going in this direction. 
Start planning now for next year's event; April 23-25, 2010 

�����'
������������'���
"����������
�������.���
�

�������!�������-����
�

On June 16, 2009, the Vatican designated the Cathedral 
of St. Paul to be the first National Shrine in honor of 
the Apostle Paul, following a request of Archbishop 
John Nienstedt.  This honor was granted by the Vatican 
and the U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.  The Cathderal is the first 
National Shrine in Minnesota and the only North American Shrine dedicated 
to honor St. Paul.   
 
What is a shrine?  A shrine is a church or other sacred place to which the 
faithful  may make pilgrimmages for “a particular pious reason.”   
 
The Caethedral of St. Paul receives in excess of 200,000 visitors a year.  More 
are expected to come/visit now with this special designation.   

Contact Your Schools 
 

Brother Knights, yes the school year is over, but the 
administration is still there hard at work planning and preparing 
for the next school year.  As Knights we have two great 
programs for our Catholic schools to be involved in, so go get your foot in the 
door and introduce yourself as a Knight and then share these programs with 
them.   
 
Promote and help organize the Marathon for Non-Public Education to be held 
on October 3, 2009 or a date that better fits their calendar in the fall. 
 
Promote the Substance Abuse Poster Contest which is held in early February.  
If you have not heard about this one, contact Joe Bertram, Chairman, for more 
information at 320-243-7558 

Knights of Columbus Family Week 
August 8-16, 2009 

 
We are described as a Catholic family, fraternal service organization 

As a council, what are you planning for your families? 
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Please pray for our recently 
deceased members: 
 
Anoka #2018 
  Raymond J. Wesp 
Arlington #10172 
  William J.Shimota 
Austin #1201 
  Loren C. Peters 
  Kenneth E. Rolfson 
Canby #11108 
  Donald F. Chappuis 
Crystal #3656 
  Wallace E. Pomerleau 
  Floyd H. Adriaens 
Duluth St. Lawrence #6783 
  Richard Yagoda 
Eagan #7604 
  Richard J. Leach 
Elk River #5296 
  Sulo “Ed” Tahti 
Eveleth #2583 
  Joseph Orehek 
Hinckley #5101 
  Arnold Gimpl 
Hopkins #2232 
  Peter H. Lowscheider 
LeCenter #5085 
  Robert “Bob” McMillen 
LeSueur #2895 
  Clair “Bunny” Meyer 
Little Falls #1804 
  Domoinic C. Gerbi 
  James R. Minar 
  John C. Schumacher 
Maple Grove #13359 

  Cloud Herbes 
Montgomery #1573 
  Elmer G. Finken 
Mora #5078 
  Aloys D. Fiala 
North Minneapolis #4451 
  Gerald Cooper 
Pierz #3982 
  Joseph B. Gangl 
Sleepy Eye #3134 
  Merton Stimpert 
St. Cloud #5548 
  Paul. H. Schleper 
St. Odilia #9598 
  Philip  J. Haine 
Tracy #3750 
  John Schleppenback 
Virginia #1640 
  Rev. Msgr. Patrick McDowell 
West St. Paul #4184 
  Charles E. Koepp 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARIES 
Please submit names of 
dedceased members to: 
 
Rick Hirschfelt 
Fraternalism Chair 
9700  45th Ave.—Apt. 305 
Plymouth, MN   55422 
Phone:  763-755-1052 
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All financial secretaries are asked to submit the names of deceased 

brother knights from your council to our Fraternialism Chair, Rick 
Hirschfelt, listed above at the bottom of the “Memorial List”.  First send 
your form 100 to Supreme notifying them of the death of the Brother 
Knight and then send the deceased member’s name, along with a name of 
the closest relative  and address to our Fraternialism Chairman so he can 
send a card to the family on behalf of the Minnesota Knights of Columbus.  
If this deceased Brother Knight served as a District Deputy or on the State 
Staff, please identify him as such.   
 
These deceased brother Knights are remembered at a Memorial Mass at 
one of the state meetings throughout the year, as well as at the Supreme 
Office. 

Help Wanted! 
 
We desperately need your help. We have areas throughout the state where there is no 
District Deputy (DD).  
 
From the District Deputy Handbook: 
 
The DD is the representative of the supreme knight and the state deputy and is 
responsible for the supervision, growth, expansion, general care and well-being of the 
councils assigned to his district. He is the key to the success of the Order. 
 
His responsibilities include ensuring that his councils follow the Orders laws and rules, 
promoting effective membership recruitment and retention programs, identifying and 
developing new council locations, assisting councils in conducting relevant service 
programs and monitoring the general financial and social health of the councils in his 
district. 
 
The DD, having been nominated by the state deputy, is appointed and approved by the 
supreme knight, and is directly reportable to the state deputy for all activities within his 
district and fills a very important communication link between the state and Supreme 
council and the local councils. The DD serves at the discretion of the state deputy and 
his term expires on June 30 of each year. 
 
Brothers, this truly is a “no experience necessary” position. It is a very rewarding and fun 
position. Generally a DD is a Past Grand Knight but any third degree member can be 
nominated for this appointed position. Training is provided twice a year and help is 
available every day from your state officers and staff. Your expenses are covered from 
the supreme council for most things and it is a great way to get to know brother knights 
from all across the state. 
 
Currently there are openings in 18 districts; they are in the following areas: Duluth West, 
Duluth/Two Harbors, Crookston, Bemidji/Walker, Detroit Lakes, Montevideo, Redwood 
Falls, Marshall, Pipestone, Luverne, Worthington, Fairmont, Mankato, Northfield St 
Peter, Monticello, Golden Valley/Wayzata, and Eagan/Hastings. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the Knights of Columbus and the DD 
position please contact State Deputy Ricardo Acevedo.   
 

Demand For Student Loans is High 
By:  Darryl Tveitbakk, PSD, Chairman 

KC Student Loan, Inc.  
 
If you attended the State Convention in May,  you no doubt took part in the KC Student 
Loan Annual Meeting.  As usual, the annual meeting included election of two directors to 
the Student Loan Board.  Robert Barrett and Deacon James McLaughlin were re-elected 
to serve another term on the board.  Both of these brother knights have been thoughtful, 
dedicated and active  members of the board.  I want to thank the delegates for honoring 
them with another three year term.  I also want to congratulate them and thank them for 
their willingness to serve. 
 
In addition to elections, a financial report was given to the membership.  I am happy to 
report that due to your continued generous donations, we have been able to meet the 
demand for loans in 2008.  196 loans were made in 2008 amounting to $391,000.   The 
board did make the decision to reduce the interest rate on loans made after July 1, 2009, 
to 5.75%.  Previously the interest rate had been 6.5%.  We felt that the reduction put our 
interest rate more in line with the interest rate charged by other lenders.  We also 
continue to have a very low delinquency rate of less than 1% of outstanding loans.  We 
thank you for that. 
 
Going forward I do have one serious concern.  Already this summer we have over 150 
applications for loans for the fall semester. This is a large number of requests at this time 
of the year and we expect many more requests by late summer.  This demand is no doubt 
indicative of the tight credit market that we are experiencing.  We will do every thing we 
can to meet this demand.   If we are to be able to meet this demand, will be largely 
dependant on your continued donations to the Student Loan fund.  We really do not want 
to turn down students of Knights of Columbus families based on a lack of available 
funds.  
 
Later this year we may be doing another direct mailing to each member in the state.  Our 
mailing late year was very successful and allowed us to give loans to almost everyone 
that applied.  We are grateful for the support you�ve shown.  Remember that KC Student 
Loan, Incorporated is a 501-C3 organization and that your donations are tax deductible 
and that a personal donation can be made at any time during the year. 
 
If you need any information regarding our program, please call the Student Loan office 
at: 952-873-2213 or you can email: daly.daly67@frontiernet.net.    
 
Thanks for your continued support of the program.  Hope you�re having a blessed 
summer. 
 

KNIGHTS ON BIKES 
KONBMN.COM 

By:  Robert Mathewson, Chairman 
 
Are you one of the lucky men here in Minnesota that is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and own a motorcycle. Are you looking for a group 
of like mined men to ride with and share the experiences of the open road 
with? Then you need to check into the Knights on Bikes here in 
Minnesota. We get together and ride on Wednesday’s at 6:30 PM. We 
meet at the Mobile station on Nobles Ave. in Brooklyn Park, and then we 
go for a 1 – 2 hour ride. All members of the Knights and their families are 
welcome, along with any make of motorcycle. If you live away from the 
Twin Cities and are interested in starting a group in your diocese please 
call Bob Mathewson, Knights on Bikes State Chairman at 763-754-2892. 
Make sure you check out our web site:  www.konbmn.com.  Live to ride; 
Ride to live. 

 
Mark Your Calendars —  Help Wanted 

November 13-15, 2009 
Special Olympics Fall Classic 

 
Contact  Jim Burkhart at 651-675-8389 to volunteer! 
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If you have any questions or concerns regarding  Knights of Columbus insurance, 
please contact our general agents: 
 
E. Central & NE           Metro Area       
Jim Szczech, General Agent        Dale Robinson, General Agent 
2 Second Ave. S, Suite 145               3881 Highland Ave.                     
Sauk Rapids, MN  56379          White Bear Lake, MN  55110       
PH:  320-252-7173          PH:  651-757-4400 
 
W. Central & NW     Southern 
Leroy Mathern, General Agent   Aaron Jelinek, General Agent 
1903 Aga Drive, Suite 550    PO Box 1018 
Alexandria, MN   56308    Prior Lake, MN   55379 
PH:  320-763-8228    PH:  952-358-0568 
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The Agency Department of the Knights of Columbus is seeking field agents 
throughout Minnesota for a career opportunity representing their insurance 
program.  We offer a complete benfits package with this full-time position. 
 
For more information, please contact one of the Minnesota General Agents listed 
above. 
 

 

A Faith-Filled Program 

Fund Raising 
for Youth  

                       Religious Education 
               
 

 
 
Councils, have you taken the initiative to contact your parish priest and religious 
education director to tell them about one of the newest state KC-sponsored 
programs that raises money for religious education?  
 
Now is the time to do it! Between now and June 1, parishes hold their planning 
meetings to schedule next year’s activities. 
 
It is important to tell them that: 
 

1. The fund raising concept is based on the “pledge” process; 
2. For unity sake, try to hold the activity of their choice on the designated 

day of the 3rd Saturday of March; 
3. All expenses are paid by your council so that 100% of pledges raised go 

to the religious education activity of their choice. 
 
If you receive a “No” from your parish priest or religious education director, try to 
find out why, and then let us know too! Contact John Schlagel, state religious 
education program chairman, 763-689-6301, or you can simply e-mail him at 
john@schlagel.org.   
 
And if you want a kit, you can order that too by contacting John at the above. 

Insurance Corner 
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What would the world be like without Fr McGivney? Who would carry the banners of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism? We are very fortunate 
to be benefiting from Fr McGivney’s vision. We should all feel honored to belong to an organization that will one day be able to say that it was started 
by a Saint.  

There are less than 3,000 members of the Fr McGivney Guild in Minnesota, which is less than 5% of our state’s membership. That number is surprisingly low since 
membership is FREE to anyone who sends in an application. Guild members don’t have to be Knights of Columbus members, anyone can join. There is an 
application blank in each issue of the Columbia and they are also available to your council, just ask. You can join the guild and find more information at:  
www.fathermcgivney.org or you can access it from the Knights of Columbus web-site:  www/kofc.org. 
 

Please encourage your council members and everyone else to join the 83,000 guild members praying for the Canonization of Fr McGivney. An increase in prayers 
would have to be good for the process.  

Here is the prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney: 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of 
Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, 
Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt 
us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your 
request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.  


