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Lessons From Nature     By:  Gene Hippe, State Deputy 

Various species in the animal world have different ways of communicating with each other.  For some it is visual 

and others it is auditory.  A few communicate by smell or even by touch.  That only leaves out our fifth sense which 

is taste and I suspect that when we see animals licking each other they are bonding and communicating through that 

sense.  Many birds are both auditory and visual in their communications.  Wolves, coyotes, and foxes communicate 

by sound, smell,and sight.  All of this is necessary in order for them to bond and keep in tough with each other.  

Communication is very basic to survival. 

 

The two forms of communication KC’s use are visual and auditory.  Birds are especially successful with this form 

of communication.  They use it to form a basic family unit and to form a flock for both nesting and migration.  

Waterfowl could not survive successfully if they didn’t communicate.  Most songbirds 

depend on these forms of communication also.  The wild turkey has a wide array of 

sounds it uses to let others know where it is, what it wants or what it is doing.  Should 

we do any less? 

 

As KC leaders we can learn from animals.  If they have a need to communicate with others 

of their own species, surely we as humans have a similar need.  God created us as social 

beings.  In other words we have a need to be with others of our own kind.  We depend on 

and need each other.  We form family units.  We live in an ever increasing complex society 

with changing forms of communications.  We have evolved through a communication 

system that probably started with simple gestures and sounds and eventually included painting in caves, carvings on 

rocks and eventually a written form.  Within the last 125 years communication techniques have exploded and now 

includes wire, wireless and satellite equipment. 

 

Councils need to use every media possible to communicate not only with their own members, but also with the 

people in their parish and community.  It is not enough to just keep the officers and a few others informed.  All 

councils need to communicate monthly with the membership, whether by phone, e-mail, or the US Post Office.  As 

KC’s we need to let everyone know who we are, what we stand for and what kind of things we do for our 
church, community, and for each other.  Most members want to know what the council has done and plans to do 

in the future.  Keep everyone informed!  

 

deadlinedeadlinedeadlinedeadline    
 

Any council wishing to submit 

a resolution or suggested by-

law change to the State 

Council must do so by March 

1, 2009 by sending them to :   

 

James Terwedo,  

State Advocate,  

3700 West 220th Street 

Jordan, MN   55352 

Check out our  

web-site: 

 

www.mnknights.org 

2009 Regional Free Throw Contests 

 
Region 1    Region 5 
Chair: - None    Chair - David Steen (218-784-3133) 

Districts:  21, 22, 23, 24   Districts:  8, 9, 10, 11 

Location.  St. Catherine’s School Location:  Ada Borup Jr/Sr high School 

     203 E. Brown St.       101 3rd Street W. 

                Luverne, MN        Ada, MN 

Feb., 2009 TBD   Feb., 2009   Reg-1:30 p.m.    Start 2 p.m. 

 

Region 2    Region 6 
Chair - Bob Donovan (507-377-5098)   Chair - Dennis Boeckers (320-351-5068) 

Districts: 25, 26, 33, 36   Districts 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 

Location:  Loyola High School  Location:  Sauk Centre High School 

     145 Good Counsel Drive      305 Hendryx Street 

                Mankato, MN                   Sauk Centre, MN 

Feb, 2009-Reg. 12:30 p.m. Start 1 p.m.  Feb. 15-Reg. 12:30 p.m.  Start 1 p.m. 

 

Region 3    Region 7 
Chair - Jeff Bagniewski (507-289-3145) Chair - Steve Freese (218-534-3856) 

Districts:  27, 28, 29, 30, 31  Districts:  1. 2. 40. 41. 42 

Location:  Lourdes High School  Location:  Aitkin High School 

                621 West Center St.       19325 Lakewood Drive 

                Rochester, MN                  Aitkin, MN 

March 15-Reg. 12:30 p.m.  Start 1 p.m. March 1 - Reg. 12:30 p.m.  Start 1 pp.m. 

 

Region 4    Region 8 
Chair - Joe Kriegl (320-894-4157) Co-Chair Mike Peplinski (218-728-5570) 

District:  17, 18, 19, 20, 38  Districts:  3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Location:  Redwood Valley High School     St. James School  

                222 Sunrise Blvd.      715 N. 57th Avenue 

                Redwood Falls, MN      West Duluth, MN 

Feb. 2009  Reg. 12 Noon  Start 12:30 p.m.  Feb. 22  Reg. 12:30 p.m.  Start 1 p.m. 

 

(cont. on page 2) 
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How are you doing as a Grand Knight?  

What an interesting question to be asking 

of yourself.  But during this week that is 

exactly what you should be doing.  We are 

half way through the fraternal year at this 

point.  Plenty of time to left to add a 

program or two that might have been 

missed during your planning.  Plenty of 

time remains to recruit a few more 

members.  So, how are you doing toward 

those goals you set 6 months ago? 

 

Many are ahead of their Councils’ activity 

goals in the 5 categories of Church, 

Council, Family, Community and Youth.  

If you only have 2 completed and 1 more 

planned before the end of the fraternal 

year, I’d be thinking of a 4th to qualify for 

state awards.  Some might say I don’t have 

time to plan at this stage.  Guess what…

you have help right there within your 

Council. He’s the Deputy Grand Knight.  

He’s right there waiting to support you just 

like the rest of the guys!  That’s what 

Fraternalism is all about, right!  Plus 

getting an award is a very positive feeling 

for your entire Council. 

 

Maybe you are just too tired to do any 

more this year.  I ask that you take a deep 

breath and resolve to prayer.  Take a day or 

two and talk to God and ask Him for the 

strength, ideas, and the energy to get it all 

done.  Trust in God that He will help you 

find a way through your DD, any of the 

State Officers or via the members of your 

Council.  Then give it a try.  I know you 

will do well these final months of this 

fraternal year. 

 

KNIGHTLY NEWS 

State Deputy  

Message 
By:  Gene Hippe, State 

“Here begins the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God” (Mk. 

1:1).  This first verse in Mark’s 

gospel is probably the title of the 

entire gospel.  This year in we 

will hear from Mark’s gospel on most of our 

Sunday Masses.  The call by Pope Benedict 

XVI to evangelize begins with the gospels.  

“One of the great challenges facing the 

Church…is that of cultivating a Catholic 

identity which is based not so much on 

externals as on a way of thinking and acting 

grounded in the Gospel and enriched by the 

Church’s living tradition.”  We act on this 

message of Pope Benedict by giving our self 

the time to pray with sacred scripture.   This 

will ensure that we will come to know Jesus in 

a deeper way and help us to be faithful 

ministers of the good news of Christ.  To help 

us better hear the words of Christ on Sunday 

we can take time to pray with the gospel 

readings each week.  One of our New Years 

resolutions can be that we will read and pray 

over the entire gospel of Mark, so that the word 

of God will speak to us not only at the Mass 

but also in our every day lives.  As members of 

the Knights of Columbus may we set the 

example of praying with the gospel of Mark 

this year and truly be a faithful witness for our 

families, parishes and society.   

How Are You 

Doing 
By:  Joe Konrardy, State Warden 

Pray With The 

Gospel of Mark 
By:  Father Ron Hubery, 

State Chaplain 

Last May I wrote about “The Little Engine 

That Could”.  Remember how the little train 

had the courage and determination to think it 

could make it to the top of the hill….and it 

did!   Well, once again our membership 

recruitment has a hill to climb….and with 

your help and commitment, we can climb 

that hill. 

 

As of Jan. 10th, we had less than 44,000 

members.  We are down 135 from where we 

ended the year last June 30th.  We are not 

recruiting as fast as members are dying or 

being suspended.  We can’ do anything 

about the 850+ deaths every year, but the 

suspensions can be cut way down if councils 

do three things.  First of all, have good 

programs and get everyone active.  Second, 

call your members and make them feel 

welcome and part of your council.  Invite 

them to attend a couple of meetings.  Work 

on the councils communications.  And third, 

don’t suspend anyone until the Retention 

Committee or the GK has personally talked 

to them.  Every council should have a 

Retention Committee. It is a required 

appointment on Form 365.  This should be a 

face to face contact and not over the phone 

or by letter or notice.  Find out why they 

aren’t paying their dues.  Be lenient and 

work with them to keep them as a member.  

This is not a “catch and release” program.   

 

GK’s and DD’s just received a packet of 

information from me.  Make sure your 

council reports are current.  Use the pulpit 

and bulletin announcements as part of you 

parish membership drive.  Remember to get 

permission from your pastor before you 

select a date for the drive. Don’t forget to set 

up a membership drive in some of the small 

area churches that should be part of your 

round table program.  They have members 

that deserve an opportunity to become a KC. 

Regional Free Throw cont. fr. page 1 
Region 9 
Chair - Mike Wocken (612-747-4463) 

Districts 39, 43, 44, 45, 46 

Location:  Big Lake Middle School 

                601 Minnesota Avenue 

                Big Lake, MN 

Feb. 21 — Reg. 12:15 p.m   Start:  1 p.m. 

 

Region 10 
Chair - Robert Penas (320-327-2122) 

Districts 35, 37, 47, 48, 49 

Location:  Holy Trinity High School 

                110 Winsted Avenue N. 

                Winsted, MN 

March 1—Reg. 1:30 p.m     Start:  2 p.m. 

 

Region 11 
Chair - Shawn euer (763-449-9938) 

Districts:  51, 2, 53, 54, 58, 59 

Location:  Holy Name Church 

                Medina, MN 

Feb. 21—Reg. 12 Noon      Start:  12:30 

p.m. 

 

Region 12 
Chair - James Chase (651-771-2064) 

Districts:  34, 50, 55, 56, 57 

Location:   Holy Spirit School 

                 515 South Albert 

                 St. Paul, MN 

Feb. 14—Reg. 12:30 p.m.    Start:  12:45 

p.m. 

 

State KC  

Softball Tournament 
Mark Your Calendars! 

36th Annual K of C Softball Tournament 
August 29-30, 2009 

Jefferson Fields, St. Peter, MN 

KC Convention  Top 10 
By:  Craig Larsen, State Treasurer 
 

Is your council planning to send 

delegates to this year’s 

convention in St Cloud? 

 Top 10 reasons to attend: 
10. St Cloud is near the geographic center of 

MN. 

9. There is free parking at the convention. 

8. The majority of Minnesotans live within 

100 miles of St Cloud. 

7. Your council will receive a check from the 

state council to help cover delegate’s 

expenses. 

6. There are plenty of things for families to 

do. 

5. Fraternity, fraternity, and fraternity. 

4. Making some new friends and get new 

ideas. 

3. Celebrating what we do as Knights. 

2. Where else can you gather with so many 

nice people? 

1. If you live in Warroad, you will only have 

to drive 299 miles. 

 

It’s not too early to make plans. Let’s try to 

make this the best convention ever! All it 

takes is you! 

Please Join the Fight 
 

A new, very serious threat to human life has 

arisen: The Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA) 

 
The Catholic Bishops of the U.S. have 

unanimously called us to prayer and action to 

prevent the passage of the radical FOCA and to 

oppose other attempts to overturn existing pro-

life laws and policies. If this extreme measure 

is enacted, widely supported and 

constitutionally sound abortion regulations will 

be knocked down nationwide.  

 

Passage of FOCA would: 

Eliminate regulations that protect women from 

unsafe abortions. 

Force American taxpayers to fund abortion. 

Require all states to allow partial-birth and 

other late term abortions. 

Allow abortions to be conducted by non-

physicians. 

Strip parents of their right to be involved in 

their minor daughters’ abortion decision. 

Force Catholic hospitals/physicians/nurses to 

perform abortions thereby forcing them to 

close their doors. 

 

Call your legislators and tell them to oppose 

FOCA!  Our voices and prayers are needed 

more than ever. 

 

Please go to:   

www.usccb.org/prolife/issues/abortion  
for more information. 
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MINNESOTA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

2009 CONVENTION COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

KNIGHT/FAMILY OF THE 
YEAR   AUDIT COMMITTEE   GOOD OF THE ORDER  

Eugene Hippe SD  Ricardo Acevedo SS  Dr. Larry Mottl IPSD 
Fr. Ron Hubery SC  Craig Larson ST  Charles Haselkamp DD #44 

Dr. Larry Mottl IPSD  Orville Fillbrandt DD #54  Joseph Swartzer DD #47 

Ricardo Acevedo SS  James Chase DD #56  Ted Hanson GK 01556 

Craig Larson ST  Chris Wrobel DD #57  James Russek GK 04653 

James Terwedo SA  James Burkhart DD #58  Mark Lewandowski GK 04797 

Joe Konrardy SW     Brian Thalmann GK 04842 

        

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE   MILEAGE/PER DIEM   RESOLUTIONS COMM.  

Ricardo Acevedo SS  Craig Larson ST  James Terwedo SA 
Greg van der Hagen AA  Rick Morgan DD #13  H. Eugene Hippe SD 

Micheal Knakmuhs DD #02  Gregory Goossens GK 00397  Darryl Tveitbakk PSD 

John Eisenmenger GK 01575 Thomas Silbernagel GK 01773  Philip Harter PSD 

Joseph Dewey GK 02573 John Ouradnik GK 02357  Tim Rice DD #32 

John McClure GK 02587 Lesley Littler GK 02583    

Larry Ostlund GK 13122      

        

PENNIES FOR SEMINARIANS  JIM CAMPBELL FUND   MEMBERSHIP  

Fr. Ron Huberty SC  Fr. David Maciej ASC  Berry Hobbs Director 
Al kempf Chair  Al Kempf Chair  Chris Wrobel Metro NCD 

Garrett Kelley DD #04  Marcellus Sik DD #20  David Whatmuff Ceremonials 

Robert Penas DD #37  Patrick Imgrund DD #45  Mike Peplinski Memb NE 

Douglas Whelan GK 01590 Scott Bauer GK 01391  Tom Holweger Memb NW 

Lawrence Conroy GK 01632 Jerome Lonneman GK 01601  Mark Glatzel Memb Central 

James Jacobs GK 02000 William Pesta GK 01636  Jim Burkhart Memb Metro N 

Patrick Liebl GK 10172 Timothy Scanlon GK 01781  Charles Ernste Round Table 

      John Tanaka Retention 

      Lonnie Spaeth Memb SW 

        

GENERAL PROGRAM   CHURCH ACTIVITIES   COUNCIL ACTIVITIES  

Ray Wojtysiak Director  Jim Ackermann Chair  Michael Schilling Chair 
Rich Myers DD #49  James Ebert DD #48  Garry Hallman DD #51 

James Stalberger DD #52  William Roche GK 00435  James Masteller GK 02018 

Michael Benusa GK 03758 Daniel Jeurissen GK 01685  John Jacobson GK 03656 

John Roemer GK 04381 John Taylor GK 03827  Charles Kropelnicki GK 03657 

Raymond Roberge GK 06772 George Hoene GK 03949  Michael Hynes GK 04145 

Paul Vandergon GK 13359 Richard Myers GK 04914  John Lawless GK 04967 

Mark Foresman GK 13506 Rob Nosbush GK 06608    

        

YOUTH ACTIVITIES   FAMILY ACTIVITIES   COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

Alan Gregorson Chair  Robertt Mathewson Chair  James Kelly Chair 
Jim Burkhart DD #58  James Schwalbe DD #59  Dennis Snow DD #43 

Gregory Brady GK 01600 Charles Dellwo GK 04451  Larry Wilkens GK 05078 

Robert Leifeld GK 05199 Kenneth Resler GK 05141  Tim Beimert GK 07750 

Lloyd Moosbrugger GK 06374 Dennis Behm GK 09585  Dennis Dehn GK 08571 

James Sowada GK 09096 Terry Meyer GK 09905  Michael Sullivan GK 10052 

Joseph Lipinski GK 09141 Bernard Meyerring GK 10138  Arthur Rogian GK 12813 

   Alan Gregerson GK 14250    

        

PUBLIC RELATIONS        

Lonnie Spaeth Chair  CONVENTION JUDGES/TELLERS  CONVENTION JUDGES/TELLERS 
Myron Seidl DD #25  James Terwedo, SA Co-Chair  Keith Heitkamp GK 01503 

Larry Ranum GK 01216 Joe Konrardy, SW Co-Chair  Steven Carlson GK 01509 

Robert Heimark GK 03166 Al Scherer DD #12   Gregg Giza GK 01516 

Michael Schaub GK 04463 Nathaniel Seabrook DD #15  Richard DeBenedet GK 01540 

Ron Vasek GK 05341 Joseph Fagnano DD #18  Michael Druffel GK 01596 

David Steen GK 08280 Robert Donovan DD #26  Mike Lewis GK 01602 

   Bob Capelle DD #27  John Zschetzsche GK 01608 

   Jeff Bagniewski DD #31  Delwyn Koolman GK 01613 

LECTURER   Robert Stay DD #41  Thomas Scholtes GK 01621 

Randy Lindstrom, DD 38 Chair  John Wagenaar GK 00639  Richard Gurska GK 01625 

Dale Webb DD #17  James Pfeilsticker GK 00881  Joseph Schuller GK 02107 

Leroy Schlangen DD #39  Paul Vizina GK 00889  Dana Hetland GK 03176 

Bill Pauling GK 01551 Ralph Bade GK 00901  Harvey Chermak GK 04718 

Bernard Schulte GK 02029 Joseph Elbert GK 00945  Allen McSherry GK 05548 

Jerome Jensen GK 02129 Ronald Fink GK 00961  Brent Friedrich GK 05551 

Robert Pelkey GK 02764 Steven Freese GK 01013  Nicholas Pickert GK 06005 

Joe Bertram GK 03820 John Illikman GK 01076  Jay Ostergaard GK 08367 

   Alan Strub GK 01198  George Finka GK 12435 

   Ryan Bickler GK 01201  Gary Stuckmayer GK 12519 

   Thomas Scheibel GK 01223  Timothy Hinds GK 13444 

   Michael Knakmuhs GK 01491    
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WARDENS ASSISTANTS 

JOE KONRARDY, STATE WARDEN, CHAIRMAN 

These assignments will check for current “traveling cards” at the doors.  The District Deputies are registered to 

assist the warden in making sure all doors have a person checking cards during those times when the annual  

meeting is restricted to the membership. 

        

        

SATURDAY AM   SATURDAY PM   SUNDAY AM  
Lee Auers DD #01  Richard Morgan DD #13  Leo (Mike) Kelly DD #30 

John Barry DD #06  Robin Delage DD #14  Jim Mladek DD #35 

Al Biscardi DD #07  Dennis Boeckers DD #16  Milan Weber DD #36 

Russell Warne DD #08  James Frie DD #28  David Trutwin DD #40 

Robert Buresh DD #09  Dennis Bronk DD #29  Charles Haselkamp DD #44 

Todd Deutsch GK 01573  Kermit Erickson GK 01544  Mike Penas GK 01841 

Dennis Havlicek GK 02023  Ronald Rademacher GK 02506  Bernard Thoennes GK 01995 

Vincent Olson GK 02400  David Andrews GK 02840  Ray Makepeace GK 02232 
Mark Grafing GK 02757  John Tate GK 03259  Charles More GK 02895 
Donald Cole GK 03118  Gary Anderson GK 03385  Daniel De Crans GK 03278 
Robert Tisovich GK 03238  Patrick Quirk GK 03539  Jeffrey Miller GK 03603 
Donald Vancura GK 03329  Raymond Woitalla GK 03628  Lee Martinek GK 03663 
Albert Haler GK 03427  Michael Bealka GK 03659  Tom Beavers GK 03759 
Randy Galles GK 03613  Ralph Kolp GK 03863  Chris Herbst GK 04174 

Dr. Richard Brown GK 03750  Steven McNab GK 04284  Wesley Smith GK 04340 

David Heimer GK 03812  John Barry GK 04477  Robert Wernimont GK 04481 
John Gerenz GK 04021  Marvin Lorang GK 04514  James Dale Joens GK 04564 

Joseph Stevens GK 04184  Joseph Eibensteiner GK 04863  Patrick Lipinski GK 04912 

Gregory Mencke GK 04374  Robert Finc GK 05031  Randy Jenson GK 05102 
John Bachar GK 04469  Byron Hill GK 05132  Chet Blair GK 05318 
George Langford GK 04487  Timothy Pohl GK 05142  Patrick Larsen GK 05541 
Robert Buresh GK 04619  Curtis Crippen GK 05268  Darrell Steiner GK 05569 

Michael Mishler GK 05115  Robert Hurd GK 05296  Richard Piechowski GK 05934 

Jake Rose GK 05202  Stephen Condon GK 05531  Jeffrey Kallhoff GK 06503 

Michael Anderson GK 05283  Daniel Pieper GK 05926  Walter Fischer GK 06783 

Kenneth Ebeling GK 05344  John Muller GK 06443  Tim Dolan GK 07051 
Micheal Keller GK 05612  Larry Holter GK 06773  Paul Strong GK 07187 
Duane Hassing GK 05795  Les Anderson GK 06896  Kevin Lott GK 08268 
Robert Gubbels GK 06582  Robert Carda GK 08184  Charles Faegre GK 08337 
Harold Holmes GK 06825  Leo Bloch GK 08303  Daniel Durant GK 09138 
Paul Kluesner GK 07057  Ray Burwell GK 09552  Jamie Ranweiler GK 09261 
Tom Thomas GK 07879  Todd Johnson GK 09601  Peter Abler GK 09657 
Rod Fiala GK 08289  Steve Philion GK 10732  Fred Paradis GK 10235 
Norb Vossen GK 09140  Stanley Welle GK 11345  Mark Schubert GK 11108 
Eugene Breth GK 09307  Darl Beckworth GK 11856  Kevin Knapek GK 11346 
Marvin Tenhoff GK 09598  Jeffrey Hemler GK 11965  Jerry Knapp GK 11941 
Richard Maxfield GK 10161  William Hart GK 12140  Skip Mathews GK 12029 
Thomas Berglund GK 10238  Patrick Theisen GK 12520  Howard Eisinger GK 12293 
Matt Kvien GK 11299  Peter Krump GK 12822  Richard Belka GK 12581 
Alex Hughes GK 11679  Tom Feldman GK 13284  Patrick Karn GK 13096 

Paul Shovelain GK 11949  Andrew Mack GK 14013  Henry Lubbesmeyer GK 13529 

Marvin Binstock GK 12098  Bruce Bot GK 14420    

Kenneth Lange GK 12604       

Bernard Gallus GK 13398       

Duane Wallin GK 13680       

The annual meeting for the Minnesota State KC Council will be held May 15-17, 2009 at the Holiday Inn in 

St. Cloud.  

 

 Section 12 of the Charter Constitution Laws of the Order establish each State Council as being the GK and 

a PGK from each local council plus the elected state council officers.  The delegates for each local council 

are to be its GK and a PGK.  They are to each have a designated 3rd degree member as an alternate.  There 

are no exceptions!  Attendance is required! 
 

The annual meeting for 2010 will be held at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud, also.  The place and date for the 

2011 annual meeting has not been decided.  The State Council Officers are currently accepting proposals to 

host the 2011 annual meeting.  Contact the State Administrative Assistant for the guidelines to host this 

event.   
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KNIGHTLY NEWS 

EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE  

Location 1st Degree 2nd Degree 3rd Degree Host DD Phone 

 
Date  Date    Location   1st Degree  2nd Degree  3rd Degree Host DD      Phone # 
02/08/09     St. Mary’s School/Alexandria  10:30 a.m.—4718 12 Noon/Neal Wellick Korzendorfer Nathaniel Seabrook   320-554-7234 

02/08/09     Faribault     10:00 a.m.—889  11:30 a.m. St. Ignatius Columbus Charles Ernste       507-332-2524 

02/15/09     KC Hall/Anoka   10:30 a.m.—2018 12 Noon/Bob Nichols Metro  Jim Schwalbe       763-757-3330 

02/21/09     Hibbing      9:30 a.m.—1640 11:00/Neal Wellick Korzendorfer John Barry       218-229-2345 

03/01/09     Bloomington Marian KC Hall    9:15 a.m.—3827 11:00 a.m./James Eck So. Suburban Orv. Fillbrandt       952-887-1218 

03/07/09     Sts. Peter & Paul Church/Gilman    9:30 a.m.—9261 11:00 a.m./Mark Glatzel Korzendorfer Robert Stay       320-387-2554 

03/15/09     St. Lous Church/Paynesville  10:30 a.m.—3820 12 Noon./Mark Glatzel Columbus LeRoy Schlangen       320-597-2080 

03/15/09     KC Hall/New Prague   10:00 a.m.—2023 12 Noon/James Eck So. Suburban Jim Mladek       507-364-5659 

03/22/09     Lourdes High School/Rochester    9:30a.m.—11460 11:00 a.m.—St. Ignatius So. Suburban Jeff Bagniewski       507-289-3145 

If you wish to host or have requested a major degree and do not see it here, please contact Dave Whatmuff, Director of Ceremonials (763) 420-4995, e-mail 

KCDegreesMN@gmail.com.  If you plan to bring candidates to any exemplification, contact the host DD with the number of candidates via e-mail 

(DDxxMNKnights.org).  To see a complete schedule of degrees, check the state web-site at www.mnknights.org.   

 

 

Sir Knights, assemblies and I assume 

councils should elect their officers at the first 

meeting in May of each year to take office at 

the first meeting in July.  The election 

process consists of a nomination committee 

which considers future leadership members. 

The committee after due consideration which 

could include an interview process presents 

their recommendations to the membership at 

the April meeting.  The report of the 

nominating committee containing the officer 

candidates is usually included in the monthly 

newsletter. The nominating committee can be 

appointed by the Faithful Navigator/Grand 

Knight and Trustees or may be nominated 

and voted on by the membership. Officer 

nominations can also be made from the floor 

when nominations are requested by the FN/

GK.  The saying goes “are there any other 

nominations?” To assure good leadership in 

your organization the process should start no 

later than February. Many assemblies/

councils only have to choose one or two 

prospective officers as those in place “move 

through the chairs”.  The nominating 

committee should take the time to review the 

roster and consider the talents of the 

membership.  Try to involve a cross section 

of ages and talents. Good luck on your 

leadership selection process. 

 

God bless you in your efforts to build His 

kingdom and may God continue to bless 

America.  Lady Jan and I extend our best 

wishes to all of you and your families for a 

Very Happy St. Valentine’s day. 

Fourth  

Degree 

 Update 
By:  Tom Grinnell,  

District Master 

State  Directory  

Updates 

 
Please make the following corrections to 

your State Directory.   

 

Financial Secretary, Robert H. Pahl 

Council #6608, Buffalo 

4907 County Road 33 SE 

Buffalo, MN   55313 

Phone:  763-682-5279 

 

Financial Secretary, Rev. Walter B. Kieffer, 

OSB 

Council #5136, St. John’s University 

St. John’s Abbey 

Collegeville, MN   56321 

 

Financial Secretary, Jason F. Richter 

Council 5202, St. Mary’s Winona 

164 Main Street 

Rollingstone, MN   55969 

Phone:  507-457-1648 

 

State Softball Chairman 

Ray Danzel 

2491 S. Coon Creek Drive NW 

Andover, MN   55304 

 

KC Auxiliary Information 
By:  Margaret Hendricks, Historian/Publicity 

 

Reminder:  Volunteer hours are due 

to State President, Rochelle Ibarra as 

soon as possible. 

 

The KC Auxiliary Convention will be in 

conjunction with the Men’s Convention on 

Saturday, May 16, in St. Cloud.  A great time 

is being planned.  The State Auxiliary will 

have a hospitality room Saturday evening 

after the banquet.  Thus year’s theme is 

“Discover a New World.”  Entertainment 

after the luncheon will be provided by an 

a'ccapela group, the “Half Steps.”  Should 

you choose to stay longer, the wonderful 

movie “Bella” will be shown. 

 

The Auxiliary logo may be used in obituaries 

from the Mpls. Star Tribune & Pioneer Press. 

Full Court Press 
By:  Berry Hobbs, State Membership Director 

 

The District Deputy mid-winter meeting is 

behind us.  District meetings have been 

conducted, and all council leadership teams 

have been encouraged to press on with 

membership development. 

 

Yes, we have had the making of a winter that 

has been challenging.  After living here in 

Minnesota for ten years and blowing several 

feet of snow, I’ve learned that Minnesotans 

are folks who brace themselves for 

challenges and conduct themselves in a very 

determined manner.  All of us would be well 

served by applying these characteristics to 

the work of finding new members.  We 

Minnesotans must never give up seeking out 

new members, we must apply the full court 

press to this effort, and with time we will 

begin to enjoy and realize the fruits of our 

work. 

 

Please schedule first degrees.  Having a first 

degree will serve to motivate your 

membership to recruit and seek out new 

members.  If no members are recruited, use 

the degree for a degree team rehearsal.   

 

The leadership teams of those councils 

hosting a major degree should give serious 

consideration to marketing the degree.  The 

host council and host district deputy would 

be well served to develop a marketing 

strategy that reaches out to all councils near 

and far.  Develop appropriate publicity to 

advise others of who, what, when, where, 

and what time.  Contact the administrative 

assistant for mailing labels, and your 

mailings should be sent to both the council 

Grand Knight and the Financial Secretary.   

 

Service programs are very important to our 

Order, and they are the vehicle by which 

service is rendered to all members of the 

Mystical Body of Christ.  It seems to me that 

at such events, there will be those present 

who are not members of our Order.  These 

events clearly present us with the opportunity 

to serve and to sign up a new member.  

Always consider attending these events with 

a Form 100 in your hip pocket. 

KC State Bowling 

Tournament 

 
The 71st annual Minnesota Knights of 

Columbus State Bowling Association 

Tournament will be held April 18-19, 25-26, 

and May 2-3, 2009, in Monticello, MN. 

 

It is a Moral Support Sanctioned tournament 

for singles, doubles, and team bowling.  Sign 

up and join the fun.  We need you!  Please 

spread the word to your councils. 

 
Contact Pete Harris at 763-295-3507 or 763-

2 9 5 - 3 3 9 0  o r  e - m a i l  h i m  a t :  

pete@rivercityextreme.com. 

KC Wake Service 
 

Several years ago a Knights of Columbus wake service was written by one of our 

State Chaplains.  It has since been reviewed and updated by another State Chaplain.  

This is a beautiful service and councils should talk to their chaplain or priest about using it for 

wake services in your area.  Councils may request a reasonable amount of copies from the 

State Office for use at no charge.  Should a large number be requested, there would be a 

charge. 

 

Copies of the wake service was given to your District Deputy at the Midwinter Meeting to 

share with you.  Ask him for a copy if you did not receive it.   

Brother Knights: 

Remember to thank your Valentine 

for her support of your KC work. 
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E. Central  & NE   Metro Area    

Dave Neeser, General Agent  Dale Robinson, General Agent 

2 Second Avenue S., Suite 145  3881 Highland Ave. 

Sauk Rapids, MN  56379   White Bear Lake, MN  55110 

PH:  320-252-7173   PH:  651-757-4400 

 

Southern MN    W. Central & NW 

Aaron J. Jelinek, General Agent  LeRoy Mathern, General Agent 

PO Box 1018    1903 Aga Drive, Suite 550 

Prior Lake, MN  55372   Alexandria, MN   56308 

  

 

IN MEMORY OF THE  

FOLLOWING RECENTLY  

DECEASED  

 

INSURANCE CORNER 

For these we pray: 

 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARIES: 

Please submit names of dedceased 

members to: 

Bill Hoffman, Fraternalism Chair 

100 North Cordova Avenue 

LeCenter, MN   56057 

Phone:  507-357-6179 

   

 

 

   

   

Knights of Columbus 

2009 State Free Throw Championship 

 
Free Throw Banquet - Friday, March 27, 2009 
Bloomington Marian Knights of Columbus Hall 

1114 West American Boulevard 

Bloomington, MN   55420 

Phone:  952-888-1492 

 

Free Throw Contest, Saturday, March 28, 2009 
Registration:   8:00 a.m. —— Start Time:    9:00 a.m. 

Bloomington Jefferson HJigh School 

4001 West 102nd Street 

Bloomington, MN   55437 

 

Any questions or need more information? 
Contact:  Pat Nelson at 952-985-0574 

State Program Information    

By:  Ray Wojtysiak, State Program Director 
 

I had a great time at the mid winter meeting. Membership and forms 

seemed to be the main topics. Speaking of forms, there are still more 

than 79 councils that have not been recorded at Supreme as having 

sent in their form 365 (directors and committee chairs). This alone 

eliminates nearly 1/3 of our  councils from achieving the Star 

Council Award. Are you one of them? However, on the positive 

side, we have only 22 active councils that have not filed their form 

185. Congratulations and Thank You!! 

 

Have you filed the form 1728 fraternal activity report? It was due 

1/31/09!! This is the report that determines whether or not we can 

maintain non-profit status. Did you realize that your Financial 

Secretary and Treasurer do not have their bonding in effect if the 

semi-annual audits (forms 1295) are not filed? This form is due 

February 15, 2009!! Approximately 1/4 of the councils in the state of 

Minnesota did not have their bonding in effect during July to 

December. This is just a little troublesome. Are you one of these 

councils? 
My Brother Knights, there is still time to send in these reports. 

Please get your council officers into the habit of using the little pink 

Leaders Guide Book to track all of these due dates. 

 

You will be receiving the YEAR-END REPORTS packet in the 

mail during the next month. It will contain a questionnaire to be 

completed and filed by April 10, 2009. This is an absolute 

deadline!! Filing this form is a requirement to be eligible for State 

non-competitive Awards. You will also find a form for your 

service program entries. This may be copied for entries in each of 

the 5 major categories, and may also be found in the Supreme forms 

booklet. It is also available online from Supreme and State.   

 

How are you doing with your programs? How about membership?? 

Is retention working for you? It is very difficult to fill a bucket with 

a hole in it. A smart man will fix the leaks first! You can do this with 

exciting programs, and interesting and short meetings. Keep the 

members that you have active and interested, then recruit new 

members with new ideas and enthusiasm. Free Throw contests, 

Poster and Essay contests, Tootsie Roll fund raiser for People with 

Developmental Disabilities, Family of the Month entries to 

Supreme, man, I could go on forever, but you know the routine. 

Let’s GIT R DONE!  
 

It sounds to me like the State convention is getting close.  Have you 

started to make your convention plans?  

Ahh, the Knights of Columbus, I love it. See you at the 

Convention!! 

Leadership Tips 

GK’s:  Contact your membership chairman and set up a date for a 

membership drive at your parish.  Look at the material you just 

received from the State Deputy.  Meet your membership goal! 

 

GK’s:  Make sure all your reports have been sent to Supreme.  You 

just received lists from the State Deputy.  Get your council off his list

(s). 

 

GK’s:  All councils need to fill out the Fraternal Survey and send it to 

Supreme and the SD. You will be contacted soon if your form isn’t 

sent to both places. 

 

DD’s:  Your semi-annul report on council status was due Dec. 31.  It 

is essential you fill out this report and send it to Supreme and the 

State Deputy.  As of Jan. 10th the SD has only received 5 reports.  Get 

off his calling list. 

 

FS’s:  Look on pages D7 & D8 in your Handbook for information on 

suspensions.  Especially look at the section on “Failure to Remain a 

Practical Catholic.  It states that this transaction is not counted against 

the Supreme Council Award quotas.  Examples are members who 

officially leave the faith and join another church or marry after a 

divorce without an annulment on the previous marriage. 

 

FS and GK:  Go over your membership roster and count the number 

of members who had a birthday prior to Feb. 1, 1939.  Then divide 

that number by the number of members in your council.   That is the 

percentage of members in your council over age 70.  Any percentage 

over 30 is a “red flag” telling you your council needs more new 

members. 

FS & GK:  Divide your membership number by the number of 

families in your parish(s).  Anything less than 25% means you have 

lots of opportunity to recruit.  26% -50% means your council is doing 

a good job and anything over 50% puts you on the “great” list. 

 

Membership Director:  Set up a church drive or blitz now!  That’s 

part of your job. Do it!   

 


